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One  half  the  income  from  thU  Legacj,  which  wai  re- 
ceived in  1880  under  the  wili  of 

JONATHAN  BROWN  BRIGHT 
of  Waltham,  Masaachutetts,  it  to  be  expended  for  book* 
for  the  College  Library.    The  other  half  of  the  income 
it  devoted  to  tcholanhipt  in  Harvard  Univereitj  for  the 
benefit  of  detcendantt  of 

HENRY  BRIGHT,  JR., 
who  died  at  Watertown,  Maitachntettt,  in  1686.  In  the 
abtence  of  tuch  detcendantt,  other  pertont  are  eligible 
to  the  tcholanhipt.  The  will  requiret  that  thit  announce- 
ment thall  be  made  in  every  book  added  to  the  Library 
under  itt  provitiont. 
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ST.  CLAIR  McKELWAY. 

St.   Clair    McKehvay,  editor-in-chief    of    the 
"Brooklyi!  Eagle/'  was  born  in  Columbia,  Mis- 
souri, March  15,  1845.    He  is  descended  from  a 
blended  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestry,  and  in  him  are 
united  the  robust  physical  vigor  and  strong  mental 
traits  of  both  races.    His  parents  were  Alexander 
J.  and  Mary  A.  (Ryan)  McKelway.  born  respect- 
ively  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  December  6,   1812, 
and    in    Pliiladelphia,    Pennsylvania,    October  i, 
1 81 2.    His  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and 
Isatjella  Buchanan  (McGregor)  McKelway,  both 
natives  of  Scotland;  the  former  named  was  edu- 
cated in  the  classics  and  in  medicine  at  the  univer- 
sity in  Edinburg,  his  birthplace,  and  died  at  Tren- 
ton, New  Jersey,  in  1877,  aged  ninety-one  years, 
his  wife  having  died  about  three  years  before.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Patrick 
A.  and  Mary  Ryan,  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
baptized  into  the  Qnifch  of  England;  both  died 
in  Philadeli)hia,  the  former  named  by  drowning, 
in  1853,  and  the  latter  named  from  old  age,  many 
vears  later. 

Alexander  J.  McKelway,  father  of  St.  Clair 
AfcKelwav,  came  with  his  father  to  the  United 
States  in  1817.  He  was  graduated  in  the  classics 
at  Princeton  about  1830,  and  afterward  in  medi- 
cine at    Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia. 


He  married  Mary  A.  Ryan,  in  Philadelphia,  in 
1834.  For  some  years  he  practiced  medicine  in 
Xew  Jersey,  and  then  moved  to  Missouri,  where 
four  of  his  seven  children  were  born.  He  returned 
t» )  X^nv  Jersey  in  1853,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  war  was  commissioned  surgeon  of  the 
lughth  Regiment  of  Xew  Jersey  Volunteers.  He 
served  until  the  end  of  the  war  and  was  honorablv 
discharged  in  1866.  He  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Xew  Jersey,  and  died  of  compH- 
cations  resultant  from  his  war  service,  in  Will- 
iam stown,  Camden  county,  in  Xovember,  1885, 
in  his  seventy-fourth  year.  His  widow  died  of 
extreme  age  in  Philadelphia  in  1898,  in  her  eighty- 
sixlii  \enr.    lioth  were  Presbvterians. 

St.  Clair  McKelway  attended  a  classical  acad- 
emv  in  Blackwood.  Xew  Jersev,  the  academv  in 
Trenton,  and  the  State  normal  school  in  that  city. 
In  1863  he  was  prepared  for  admission  to  Prince- 
ton College,  which  he  did  not  enter,  preferring 
newspaper  work,  which  then  opened  to  him.  In 
Trenton  he  combined  newspaper  work  with  the 
study  of  law  under  the  late  Augustus  C.  Richey, 
and  continued  journalism  in  Xew  York  City  on  the 
"World''  newspaper  of  that  day,  completing  his 
law  studies  in  the  office  of  Blatchford,  Seward  & 
Griswold,  and  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May, 
1 866.  He  did  not  enter  upon  law  practice,  how- 
ever, but  continued  in  journalism,  serving  in  1868- 
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69  as  the  correspondent  at  Washington  of  the 
"World,"  and  of  the  "Brooklyn  Eagle."  January 
I,  1870,  he  became  an  editorial  writer  on  the  latter 
named  paper,  and  continued  as  its  leader  writer 
until  August  15,  1878.  lie  then  became  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  "Albany  Argus"  until  December 
8,  1884,  when  he  returned  to  the  "Eagle,"  became 
its  editor-in-chief,  and  has  continuously  occupied 
that  position  to  the  present  time.  With  thorough 
training,  true  journalistic  instinct,  broad  knowl- 
edge of  affairs  and  intimate  acquaintance  with 
leaders  in  all  departments  of  the  world's  progress, 
he  reflects  honor  upon  his  profession,  and  in  his 
conduct  of  the  "Eagle"  he  has  made  it  the  ex- 
ponent of  the  highest  interests  of  the  community, 
of  the  state  and  of  the  nation. 

Aside  from  his  newspaper  work,  Mr.  McKel- 
way  has  performed  considerable  literary  labor  of 
great  merit,  but  is  the  author  of  no  books  except 
such  as  have  been  formed  from  his  addresses  upon 
educational,  scientific  and  ethical  subjects,  such 
as  "Colleges  and  Men,"  "Wealth  and  Learning," 
"The  Lawyer  and  the  Times,"  "The  Doctor  and 
the  Times,"  "A  Plea  for  Old-fashioned  Preach- 
ing," "Medical  Experts  and  Other  Experts," 
"Makers  of  Modern  America,"  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  discourses  delivered  before  universities, 
colleges,  academies,  scientific  societies  and  the 
like.  On  occasion  he  has  been  an  effective  speaker 
before  assemblages  of  national  importance.  He 
was  chosen  as  orator  for  Brooklyn  Day  at  the  Chi- 
cago Exposition,  at  the  Atlanta  Exposition,  and 
at  the  Nashville  Exposition,  and  also  as  orator 
for  the  state  of  New  York  at  the  Pan-American 
Exposition.  At  the  request  of  President  McKin- 
ley  he  spoke  for  New  York  on  National  Day  at  the 
Omaha  Exposition.  He  has  spoken  before  edu- 
cational and  social  asemblages  in  Great  Britain 
as  well  as  in  various  portions  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKelway  has  never  sought  political 
preferment,  but  he  has  received  appreciated  recog- 
nition from  and  in  connection  with  various  edu- 
cational institutions.  In  1883  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  l>oard  of  regents  of  the  state  of 
New  York  to  sncceerl  Robert  S.  Hale,  deceased, 
this  being  a  life  office.  In  1890  he  was  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  Clio  Hall,  Princeton  I'ni- 


versity.  In  1891  he  received  from  Colgate  Uni- 
versity the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  in 
1893  from  Syracuse  University  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Laws.  In  1898  he  received  from 
Union  University  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Lit- 
erature (D.  C.  L.),  and  from  St.  Lawrence 
University  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Humane  Let- 
ters (L.  H.  D.).  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Medico-Legal  Society  of  New  York ;  of  the  New 
York  Commandery  of  the  Military  Order  of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  in  descent  from  his  father ;  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Long  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety and  of  the  Suffolk  County  Historical  So- 
ciety ;  a  charter  member  and  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican Social  Science  Association,  and  a  member  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Mr.  McKelway  is  a  member  of  the  following 
clubs  in  Brooklyn :  The  Montauk,  the  Hamilton, 
the  Twentieth  Century  and  the  Brooklyn ;  and  in 
Manhattan  (old  New  York),  of  the  Metropolitan, 
the  National  Arts,  the  Reform  and  the  Barnard. 

Mr.  McKelway  is  six  feet  high,  of  robust  and 
erect  carriage,  has  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  and 
weighs  a  little  over  two  hundred  pounds.  His 
travels  have  comprised  a  considerable  portion  of 
tlie  United  States  in  their  range,  and  several 
European  trips,  in  which  he  has  studied  England, 
Scotland.  France,  Belgium  and  Italy,  not  merely 
as  a  tourist,  but  as  a  student  of  their  poHtical  and 
social  conditions. 

He  was  married  December  19,  1866,  to  Eleanor 
Hutchison,  the  sister  of  the  late  Dr.  Joseph  Chris- 
man  Hutchison,  of  Brooklyn,  his  wife  being  a  na- 
tive of  Booneville,  in  Missouri,  near  Columbia, 
where  her  father.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Hutchison,  had 
practiced  medicine  often  in  consultation  with  the 
father  of  St.  Clair  McKelway.  Two  sons,  Lee 
McKelway,  born  in  1872,  and  Nathaniel  C.  Mc- 
Kelway, born  in  1874,  resulted  from  this  marriage. 
The  younger  son  died  in  the  flower  of  his  youth, 
July  29,  1896.  The  elder  son  is  now  connected  with 
the  Bureau  of  the  "Brooklyn  Eagle,"  in  Paris, 
Franco.  Mr.  McKel way's  first  wife  died  in  Al- 
bany. Fei^ruary  28,  1884.  January  25,  1888,  ho 
married  Virginia  Brooks  Thompson,  daughter  of 
Sanuiel  W.  Thompson,  disbursing  officer  of  the 
New  York  custom-house. 
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BENJAMIN  D.  SILLI^LAN,  LL.  D. 

Benjamin    D.  Silliman  was  born  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  September  14,  1805,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Yale  College,  which  had  also  graduated 
his  immediate  paternal  ancestors  through  three 
generations,  as  well  as  his  maternal  ancestors  in 
twa  generations.     In  1873  his  scholarly  attain- 
ments were     recognized    by    Columbia    College, 
v.hich  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Law^s,  and  the  following  year  his  alma  mater 
bestowed  the  same  honor.    He  studied  law  in  the 
offices  of   Chancellor  Kent,  and    his    son,  Judge 
William  Kent,  and  in  1839  was  admitted  to  the 
profession  w-hich  he  was  to  adorn  during  a  long 
and  exceedingly  active  career.     In  1889  he  com- 
pleted sixty  years  of  professional  life,  and  the  oc- 
casion w^as  made  memorable  by  a  complimentary 
banquet  given  in  his  honor  and  graced  with  glow- 
ing tributes  paid  him  by  many  of  the  foremost  men 
of  the  da  V. 

In  early  life  ^Ir.  Silliman  was  a  Whig,  and  in 
1839  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Harrisburg  con- 
vention which  nominated  General  William  Henry 
Harrison  for  the  presidency.     In  1843  ^^^  ^^'^s  a 
candidate  for  Congress,  but  was  defeated  with  his 
ticket.     Later  he  served  in  the  general  assembly, 
and  at  the  ensuing  election  declined  a  nomination 
for  the  senatorship.  On  the  disruption  of  the  \Miig 
party  he  became  a  Republican,  and  he  was  the  first 
United  States  attornev  for  the  eastern  district  of 
New  York,  appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  and 
he  served  until  1866,  when  he  resigned  on  account 
of  the  exactions  of  his  personal  practice.    In  1872 
he  was  a  member  of  the  commission  ai)pointed  to 
pro[K)se  amendments  to  the  state  constitution.    In 
^^73»  with  the  remainder  of  the  Republican  ticket, 
he  was  defeated  for  the  attorney-generalship  of 
the  state. 

Mr.  Silliman  was  an  active  member  of  various 
social  bodies  and  with  others  engaged  in  the  pro- 
motion of  worthy  public  causes.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  he  was  president  of  the  Brooklyn 
Club :  he  was  president  of  the  Yale  Alumni  Associ- 
ation of  Long  Island,  and  held  a  similar  position  in 
the  New  England  Society  of  Brooklyn ;  for  nearly 
ff>ny  years  he  was  a  manager  of  the  House  of 


Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  New  York, 
and  was  one  of  the  founders  and  a  vice-president 
of  the  Bar  Association  of  that  citv;  at  various 
times  he  was  a  director  of  the  Long  Island  His- 
torical Society,  and  he  occupied  official  positions 
in  several  benevolent  and  literary  organizations. 
Mr.  Silliman  was  surpassingly  brilliant  as  a 
literatour  and  critic.  Among  his  many  produc- 
tions, his  "Address  Before  the  Graduating  Law 
Class  of  Columbia  College."  delivered  May  15, 
1X67,  and  his  "Review  of  Benedict's  Translation 
of  the  Hymns  of  the  ^Middle  Ages  and  other  Med- 
iicval  Hynms,"  published  in  1868,  are  particularly 
achnirablc  for  deep  research  and  discriminating 
analysis. 

ISAAC  \'AX  AXDEX. 

Isaac  \'an  Anden,  founder  of  the  **Brooklvn 
l^aglc,"  was  of  Holland  ancestry,  and  his  boyhood 
was  ])asse(l  upon  his  father's  farm  in  Dutchess 
county,  \ow  York.  With  but  a  common  school 
education,  he  became  an  apprentice  in  the  office 
of  the  "Poughkeepsie  Telegraph,'*  and  learned 
every  detail  of  the  typographic  art  as  practiced  in 
the  ordinary  printing  offices  of  the  day.  Having 
finishe<l  his  aj)prenticeship,  in  association  with 
Alexander  Lee,  a  fellow  workman,  he  purchased 
the  Westchester  Spy,  of  West  Plains,  New  York. 
About  1836  he  removed  to  Brooklyn  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  Samuel  G.  Arnold  in  the  pub- 
lication of  the  "Brooklyn  Advocate,"  which  they 
conducted  until  1838,  when  they  abandoned  it 
and  began  the  publication  of  the  "Brooklyn  Daily 
News,"  as  a  non-partisan  paper.  This  was  sub- 
sequently bought  in  the  Whig  interest,  and  the 
firm  of  Arnold  &  Van  Anden  was  dissolved, 
the  latter  named  taking  up  the  occupation  of  a  job 
printer  with  a  small  equipment  formerly  used  in 
the  "Advocate"  office. 

In  the  winter  of  1840-41  Henry  C.  Murphy  and 
others  began  the  publication  of  the  "Brooklyn 
Eagle,"  as  an  exponent  of  Democratic  principles. 
Shortly  afterward  the  projectors  felt  a  necessity 
for  placing  a  practical  newspaper  man  at  the  head 
of  the  journal,  and  they  eni])l<n  ed  ^Ir.  \'an  Anden 
as  publisher.     April  19,  1842,  the  history  of  the 
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**Eagle'*  may  be  said  to  have  really  begun.  On 
that  date  Mr.  Murphy  and  his  associates  sold  the 
paper  to  Mr.  Van  Anden,  who  paid  on  the  pur- 
chase all  his  frugal  savings,  and  gave  notes  for  the 
remainder  of  the  purchase  money,  as  well  as  for 
additional  necessary  equipments.  Amid  all  the 
struggles  which  ensued  before  the  "Eagle"  was 
firmly  established,  Mr.  Van  Anden  labored  inces- 
santly, practicing  the  most  rigid  economy.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  day  he  set  type,  in  the  afternoon 
he  worked  press,  and  when  his  paper  was  issued 
he  did  the  work  of  solicitor  and  collector  on  the 
street.  It  was  afterward  a  matter  of  pride  with 
him  that  as  each  note  fell  due  he  not  once  asked  an 
extension,  but  met  it  promptly  and  in  full.  He 
continued  as  sole  proprietor  until  1870,  when  he 
disposed  of  the  paper  to  the  Eagle  Association. 
During  all  the  period  he  had  no  interest  or  ambi- 
tion other  than  to  make  the  "Eagle'*  a  high  class 
newspaper  as  distinguished  from  the  mere  poli- 
ical  organ,  and  he  esteemed  it  ample  reward  that 
he  lived  to  make  it  a  power  in  the  city  and  an  in- 
fluence throughout  the  state  and  nation.  His 
personality  was  imperishably  stamped  into  the 
characters  of  all  whom  he  called  into  his  service. 
Courageous  in  the  maintenance  of  his  convictions, 
his  independence  led  him  at  times  to  diflrer  widely 
from  his  party,  but  his  sincerity  was  never  ques- 
tioned, and  his  judgments  were  habitually  vin- 
dicated. He  was  an  inspiration  to  all  who  came 
into  his  service,  and  faithful  effort  upon  their  part 
won  him  for  a  lifelong  friend. 

An  intensely  earnest  Democrat,  he  wielded  a 
power  which  would  have  commanded  high  politi- 
cal preferment,  but  he  strenuously  resisted  all 
overtures  toward  candidacy.  A  loyal  friend  to  the 
city  in  which  he  performed  his  life  work,  he  ad- 
vanced its  interests  in  all  directions,  by  personal 
effort  and  use  of  means  as  well  as  through  his 
journal.  He  was  with  the  foremost  in  the  bridge 
enterprise,  and  the  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
which  he  subscribed  to  its  building  was  given  in 
the  conviction  that  no  return  would  ever  be  re- 
ceived. He  was  an  early  advocate  of  Prospect 
Park,  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  entrusted 
with  its  conduct.  In  later  life  he  was  interested 
in  various  banking  and  insurance  companies. 


Mr.  Van  Anden  was  never  married.  For 
manv  vears  his  home  in  Columbia  street.  Brook- 
Ivn,  was  also  tne  abode  of  his  mother  and  widowed 

• 

sister.  He  passed  his  leisure  hours  in  his  well- 
stocked  library,  and  in  pleasant  intercourse  with 
his  former  business  and  social  associates.  He  was 
courteous  toward  all,  and  those  deserving  of  his 
bounty  were  generously  relieved.  His  death  oc- 
curred August  4,  1875,  at  the  residence  of  his 
brother  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 

ALEXANDER  ECTOR  ORR. 

Alexander  E.  Orr,  for  many  years  prominent 
in  financial  and  political  affairs,  is  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  He  was  educated 
with  a  view  to  his  entering  upon  judicial  or  mili- 
tary service  in  the  East  India  Company,  but  this 
purpose  was  defeated  through  an  accident  which 
he  met.  He  visited  the  United  States  in  1850,  and 
came  back  the  following  year  to  remain  perman- 
ently, taking  up  his  residence  in  Brooklyn.  He 
was  employed  successively  by  Ralph  Post,  Wallace 
&  Wickes,  and  David  Dows  &  Company,  of  New 
York  Citv,  and  in  after  vears  he  became  a  member 
of  the  latter  named  firm.  Pie  became  actively  con- 
nected with  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange  in 
1859,  ^^<1  ^^'^s  prominent  in  its  reorganization  in 
1 87 1 -2,  and  in  procuring  the  erection  of  the  pres- 
ent building.  At  the  present  time  he  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Rapid  Transit  Commission,  and  an 
officer  of  a  great  number  of  railway,  banking  and 
insurance  corporations. 

He  has  for  many  vears  been  active  in  manv 
public  and  quasi-public  affairs.  Almost  annually, 
from  1871  to  1882,  he  appeared  before  legislative 
committees  to  urge  reduction  of  canal  tolls,  and  in 
the  latter  year  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
of  fifty  which  demanded  free  canals.  He  was  one 
of  the  committee  of  four  appointed  by  Governor 
Tilden,  in  1875,  to  investigate  canal  management, 
and  the  labors  of  that  body  resulted  in  the  expos- 
ure of  the  notorious  canal  frauds.  His  humane 
disposition  has  moved  him  to  take  a  deep  interest 
in  benevolent  and  charitable  institutions,  of  a  num- 
ber of  which  he  is  a  trustee  and  patron.  He  was 
originally  a  Republican,  but  his  warm  personal 
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friendship  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden  led  him  to  the  sup- 
port of  that  statesman  for  the  presidency,  and  he 
was  a  member  of  the  electoral  college  (elected  to 
fill  a  vacancy)  which  cast  tlie  vote  of  the  state  for 
him  in  1876.  For  manv  vears  he  has  been  inde- 
pendent  in  political  action,  but  active  in  move- 
ments to  secure  reform  in  the  municipal  govern- 
ment of  New  York  and  Brooklyn.  He  was  a  mem- 
her  of  the  committee  of  seventy  which  nominated 
Mayor  Strong,  in  1894,  and  a  leader  in  the  citi- 
zens' movement  which  resulted  in  the  nomination 
of  Seth  Low  for  mayor  in  1897.  In  1882  he  re- 
fused the  nomination  for  comptroller  of  Brooklyn, 
offered  by  both  Republicans  and  Democrats,  and 
in  1883  he  declined  appointment  by  Mayor  Edson 
to  the  position  of  comptroller  of  New  York.  He 
has  been  twice  married,  and  has  three  daughters. 

LYMAX  ABBOTT,  D.  D. 

This  distinguished  pulpiteer  and  writer,  who 
as  successor  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  in 
the  pulpit  of  Plymouth  church,  Brooklyn,  not  only 
acquitted  himself  most  creditably,  but  also  at  the 
same  time  maintained  the  traditions  of  the  church 
to  a  degree  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born  December  18, 
1835.  H^  was  graduated  in  1853  at  the  New  York 
University,  and  then  became  a  law  student  in  the 
offices  of  his  brothers,  Benjamin  and  Austin  Ab- 
bott, who  wxre  both  successful  practitioners. 
After  four  years'  association  with  them  he  aban- 
doned the  law  and  studied  theology  under  his 
uncle,  the  Rev.  John  S.  C.  Abbott,  the  historian. 
He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  i860  and  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  In  1865  he  resigned  his 
charge  to  accept  the  secretaryship  of  the  Amer- 
ican irnion  Commission,  devoted  to  the  well-be- 
ing of  the  freedmen,  and  he  removed  to  New 
York  Citv,  where  was  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sion.  He  also  entered  upon  the  pastorate  of  Xew 
England  Congregational  church,  in  the  same  city. 

In  1868  he  resigned  his  secretaryship,  and  the 
following  year  the  pastorate,  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  literary  labors.  For  some  time  he  was 
assistant  editor  of  the  "Christian  Union,"  in  as- 


sociation with  the  Rev.  Henrv  Ward  Beecher, 
and  upon  the  retirement  of  the  latter  he  became 
editor-in-chief.  At  one  time  he  edited  the  **Liter- 
ary  Record*'  of  **Harper's  Magazine,"  and  edited 
the  "Illustrated  Christian  Weekly."  His  pub- 
lished works,  exckiding  numerous  pamphlets,  in- 
clude "A  Dictionary  of  Bible  Knowledge,"  "Il- 
lustrated Commentary  on  the  New  Testament" 
(four  volumes),  "J^sus  of  Nazareth,"  "Old 
Testament  Shadows  of  New  Testament  Truths," 
"A  Lavman's  Storv,"  and  **The  Evolution  of 
Christianity."  He  became  acting  pastor  of  Plym- 
outh chureh,  Brooklyn,  after  the  death  of  Mr. 
Beecher,  and  succeeded  in  drawing  the  congrega- 
tion closely  to  himself  through  his  tact  and  wis- 
dom in  the  maintenance  of  loftv  ideals.  At  the 
expiration  of  a  year  he  became  pastor,  and  served 
acceptably  and  usefully  until  1899,  when  he  re- 
tired to  devote  his  elTort  entirely  to  the  editorial 
conduct  of  the  "Outlook." 

TDIOTHY  L.  WOODRUFF. 

Tiniolby  [-.  W^x)drnflF,  active  in  many  import- 
ant business  enterprises  in  Brooklyn,  and  a  leader 
in  political  and  club  affairs  in  that  city,  was  born 
August  4,  1858,  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Harriet  J.  (Lester)  Wood- 
ruff, the  former  descended  from  a  Connecticut 
fairily  of  the  colonial  period,  and  the  latter  from 
Puritan  ancestry.  He  was  prepared  for  college 
at  Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  entered  Yale  Uni- 
versity in  1875,  was  graduated  at  that  institution 
in  1879,  and  in  1889  received  from  it  the  honor- 
ary degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  Following  his 
graduation  he  completed  a  course  in  Eastman's 
Business  College,  in  Poughkeepsie,  and  received  • 
his  diploma  in  1879.  He  began  his  business  career 
as  an  employe  in  the  salt  fish  and  provision  house 
of  Nash  &  Whiton,  in  Poughkeepsie,  and  a  year 
later,  in  January,  1881,  he  was  admitted  to  part- 
nership, the  firm  name  becoming  Nash,  Whiton 
&  Company.  Later  the  same  year  he  became  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn,  which  has  since  been  his 
home  and  the  field  of  his  effort.  In  1887  he  be- 
came proprietor  of  the  Franklin,  Commercial,  Nye 
and  Waverly  stores,  and  of  the  two  grain  elevators 
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on  Commercial  Wharf,  Atlantic  Dock.  At  the 
organization  of  the  Empire  Warehouse  Company, 
whose  properties  comprised  nearly  all  the  ware- 
houses and  the  pier  on  the  Brooklyn  water  front, 
in  1888,  he  became  a  director  and  a  member  of  its 
executive  committee.  The  same  year,  with  J.  S. 
T.  Stranahah,  David  Dows,  A.  E.  Orr  and  others, 
was  organized  the  Brooklyn  Grain  Warehouse 
Company,  of  which  he  became  a  director  and  the 
secretary.  He  has  constantly  been  connected  with 
numerous  other  financial  and  commercial  bodies, 
among  which  are  the  Kings  County  Trust  Com- 
pany and  the  Hamilton  Trust  Company,  of  Brook- 
lyn, in  both  of  which  he  is  a  trustee,  and  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  1891  he  was 
elected  president  of  the  City  Savings  Bank  of 
BrooklvTi.  In  all  these  and  other  similar  institu- 
tions  he  has  displayed  those  qualities  which  mark 
the  accomplished  man  of  affairs. 

In  politics  he  has  always  been  zealously  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  The  year  of  his 
removal  to  the  city  he  connected  himself  with  the 
Brooklyn  Young  Men's  Republican  Club,  and  en- 
gaged actively  in  the  campaigns  of  1881  and  1883, 
when  Seth  Low  was  elected  to  the  mayoralty.  He 
was  a  delegate  from  the  tenth  assembly  district  in 
ihe  Republican  state  convention  of  1885,  and  rep- 
resented that  district  in  many  succeeding  conven- 
tions. In  1S88  he  was  unanimously  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  second  congressional  district  in  the  Re- 
publican national  convention  in  Chicago,  and  he 
was  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Kings  County  Republican  Club  the  same  year. 
In  1889  and  1890  he  was  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican state  committee,  and  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  that  body.  In  November,  1889,  he  was 
appointed  by  Mayor  Grant  to  membership  in  the 
World's  Fair  committee. 

Mr.  Woodruff  is  an  active  member  of  the  vari- 
ous leading  clubs,  and  has  given  much  attention 
to  their  conduct.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Montauk  Club,  in  which  he  has  occupied  many 
important  positions,  and  he  also  holds  membership 
in  the  Bryant  Literary  Society,  the  Union  League, 
the  Riding  and  Driving  Club,  and  the  Crescent 
Athletic  Club. 

In  April,  1880,  Mr.  WoodruflF  was  united  in 


marriage  with  Miss  Cora  C.  Eastman,  daughter 
of  the  late  H.  G.  Eastman,  of  Poughkeepsie.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  WoodruflF  have  from  the  beginning  of 
their  married  life  been  usefully  identified  with 
charitable  and  religious  work,  and  are  members 
of  the  Memorial  Presbyterian  church  of  Brooklyn. 

GEORGE  RYERSON  FOWLER,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  greatest  living  exponents  of  the 
science  of  surgery,  in  fact  one  of  the  greatest  the 
world  has  yet  furnished,  is  Dr.  George  R.  Fowler, 
of  Brooklyn.  While  the  city  takes  pride  in  laying 
first  claim  to  him  as  one  of  its  foremost  citizens, 
his  fame  has  encircled  the  globe  and  his  great 
abilities  are  known  throughout  the  civilized 
world. 

Dr.  Fowler  was  born  in  New  York  City,  De- 
cember 25,  1848.  His  parents,  Thomas  W.  and 
Sarah  Jane  (Carman)  Fowler,  were  both  natives 
of  Long  Island,  as  was  also  his  grandfather,  Dun- 
can B.  Fowler,  who  participated  in  the  war  of 
1812.  The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the 
American  branches  are  descended  from  three 
brothers  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Connecticut.  Two  of  them  later  removed  to 
Long  Island,  one  locating  on  the  northern  shore 
and  the  other  on  the  southern.  From  the  former 
of  these  the  Doctor's  father,  who  died  in  1897, 
aged  seventy-two  years,  was  descended,  while  his 
mother,  who  resides  in  Brooklyn,  is  descended 
from  the  other. 

The  early  life  of  Dr.  Fowler  was  passed  in 
Jamaica,  Long  Island,  whither  his  parents  had 
removed,  and  there  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
general  education.  His  medical  and  surgical  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital 
^ledical  College,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1871 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

He  at  once  entered  upon  die  duties  of  his 
chosen  profession  in  the  eighteenth  ward,  Brook- 
lyn, subsequently  removing  to  the  Twenty-first 
ward,  and  pursuing  a  general  practice  of  medi- 
cine and  surgery  for  fifteen  years.  Since  that 
time  he  has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to  sur- 
gery and  has  one  of  the  largest  practices  in  that 
line  of  work  on  the  American  continent. 
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In  1872  he  was  appointed  upon  the  staff  of  the 
Central  Dispensary  of  Brooklyn,  from  which  he 
was  forced  to  resign  two  years  later  on  account 
of  his  rapidly  growing  practice.    Upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Bushwick  and  East  Brooklyn  Dis- 
pensary in  1878  he  became  its  first  visiting  sur- 
gfcon.     When  the  medical  staff  w^as  complete  in 
Its   organization  he    was    chosen    its    presiding 
officer,  and  upon  his  resignation  from  the  active 
staff  in  1887  ^^'^^  made  consulting  surgeon  to  that 
institution.     In   1883  he  was  appointed  surgeon 
in  chief  to  the  department  of  fractures  and  dis- 
locations of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and  later  had 
entire  charge  of  the  department  of  general  sur- 
^er>-.     He  has  been   surgeon  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Hospital  of  Brooklyn  since  its  estab- 
lishment in  1887,  is  senior  surgeon  to  the  Ger- 
man Hospital  of  Brooklyn,  surgeon  in  chief  of 
the  Brooklyn  Hospital,  consulting  surgeon  to  the 
Relief  Hospital  of  the  Eastern  District  and  to  the 
Norwegian  Hospital,  and  professor  of  surgery 
in  the  New  York  Polyclinic. 

When,  in  1890,  a  law  was  enacted  separating 
the  educating  and  licensing  powers  in  the  state, 
the  State  Medical  Society  rcconunended  Dr. 
Fowler  as  a  member  of  the  medical  board  and  he 
was  accordingly  appointed  by  the  board*  of  re- 
gents of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  he  was  made 
examiner  in  surgery,  a  position  which  he  still 
holds.  The  importance  of  this  position  in  the 
state  of  New^  York  with  its  many  splendid  medi- 
cal colleges  and  other  medical  and  surgical  in- 
stitutions is  very  great,  as  in  the  past  half-cen- 
tiirv,  which  has  been  called  the  "home  stretch  of 
scientific  advancement,"  scarcely  any  branch  has 
made  such  rapid  and  well  defined  progress  as  that 
of  surgery.  If  such  credit  is  due  to  those  who  in 
their  respective  callings  "keep  up  wnth  the  times," 
how  greatly  is  the  world  indebted  to  those  who, 
like  Dr.  Fowler,  set  the  pace,  and,  as  it  were,  blaze 
the  w^av  that  leads  to  the  establishment  of  new 
scientific  truths  and  the  solving  of  scientific  mys- 
teries that  for  countless  ages  have  lain  beyond 
the  reach  of  man. 

Dr.  Fowler  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Miss 
Louise  Rachael  Wells,  youngest  daughter  of  the 


late  James  Wells,  of  Norristown,  Pennsylvania. 
To  this  union  were  born  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living:  Russell  S.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  who 
is  practicing  medicine  and  surgery  in  Brooklyn, 
and  is  assistant  surgeon  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal, Brooklyn  and  German  Hospitals;  Miss 
Fl(^rence  G.  Fowler,  who  was  graduated  at  the 
Packer  Collegiate  Institute  in  1898;  and  Royale 
H.  Fowler,  who  is  a  student  in  the  Adelphi  Acad- 
emy. The  Doctor  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  Episcopalian. 

For  a  number  of  vears  Dr.  Fowler  has  been  a 
member  of  Tuscan  Lodge,  No.  704,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  is  also  a  member  of  Kismet  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Montauk  Riding 
and  Driving  and  the  Nassau  County  Clubs. 

He  resides  at  302  Washington  avenue,  and  has 
adjoining  his  residence  and  fronting  on  DeKalb 
avenue  one  of  the  best  appointed  surgical  offices 
in  the  countrv.  His  beautiful  countrv  home  is 
l')cato(l  in  "The  North  Country"  of  Glen  Cove, 
Long  Island. 

CHARLES  JEWETT,  A.  M.,  Sc.  D.,  M.  D. 

Among  the  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion of  Brooklyn  who  have  attained  an  interna- 
tional reputation,  is  Dr.  Charles  Jewett,  profes- 
sor of  gynecology  and  obstetrics  in  the  Long  Isl- 
and College  Hospital.  He  is  a  native  of  Bath, 
Maine,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Hale) 
Jewett.  His  father,  also  a  native  of  Maine,  was 
a  sea  caj/tain.  who  later  retired  to  a  large  farm, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Sarah 
(Hale)  Jewett,  born  in  181 5,  died  in  January, 
1 90 1.  Dr.  Towett*s  grandparents,  Jonathan  and 
Hannah  (Hale)  Jewett,  removed  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Maine  about  1800,  and  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  that  state.  Among  lineal  an- 
cestors of  an  earlier  day  were  Moses  Jewett,  who 
participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war;  Jonathan 
Jewett  and  Ma^^imillian  Jewett ;  the  latter  named, 
with  his  brother  Joseph,  settled  in  Rowley, 
Alassachusetts,  in  1639.  Those  last  named  were 
sons  of  Edward  Jewett,  of  Bradford,  England, 
and  previous  to  that  the  genealogy  of  the  family 
has  been  traced  to  one  Henri  de  Juatt,  a  knight 
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of  the  first  Crusaders.  Being*  Huguenots,  the 
family  fled  from  religious  persecution  to  Eng- 
land, and  some  of  the  descendants  continue  to 
reside  there.  Maximillian  Jewett  was  first  dea- 
con of  the  church  in  Rowley,  and  was  several 
times  a  representative  of  the  general  court ;  many 
of  his  descendants  were  well  known  in  New  Eng- 
land history,  some  of  them  being  prominent  di- 
vines, authors^  journalists  and  politicians.  Sarah 
(Hale)  Tewett  was  a  daughter  of  Eben  and  Han- 
nah fSavery")  Hale,  and  her  prior  ancestors  were 
Jonathan  Hale,  David  Hale,  Samuel  Hale  and 
three  successive  Thomas  Hales,  the  first  of  whom 
came  from  Hertfordshire,  England,  in  1638,  and 
settled  in  Massachusetts. 

Dr.  Charles  Tewett  received  his  earlv  educa- 
tion  in  the  high  school  of  his  native  town,  and  in 
1864  was  graduated  at  Bowdoin  College,  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Three  years  later 
his  alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts,  and  in  1894,  the  centennial  year 
of  the  college,  the  degi'ee  of  Doctor  of  Science. 
In  1867  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
tutorship  of  Hiram  Lathrop,  M.  D.,  of  Coopers- 
town,  New  York,  attended  a  course  of  lectures 
in  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  succeeding 
courses  in  the  L'^niversity  Medical  College  and  in 
the  Collei]:e  of  Phvsicians  and  Surcfeons  of  New 
York,  and  was  graduated  at  the  last  named  insti- 
tution in  1871,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine. 

Soon  after  graduation  he  located  in  Brooklyn 
and  engaged  in  practice.  For  a  time  his  practice 
was  of  a  general  character,  but  in  later  years  he 
has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to  gynecology 
and  obstetrics.  In  those  lines  he  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  practitioners  in  the 
country,  and  his  attainments  have  found  recog- 
nition in  his  being  called  to  many  important  po- 
sitions. After  service  for  some  time  as  a  member 
of  the  faculty  of  the  L,ong  Island  College  Hos- 
pital, he  was,  in  1880,  appointed  professor  of 
obstetrics  and  pediatrics,  and  in  1900  succeeded 
the  late  A.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  D.,  in  the  professor- 
ship of  gynecology.  For  many  years  he  has  oc- 
cupied the  position  of  consulting  obstetrician  in 
the  Kings  County  Hospital,  of  surgeon-in-chief 


to  the  gynecological  department  of  the  Brooklyn 
Throat  Hospital,  of  consulting  gynecologist  to 
the  Bushwick  Central  Hospital,  of  whose  board 
of  trustees  he  is  the  president ;  and  he  is  also  a 
trustee  of  the  Brooklyn  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital. 
In  1868  Dr.  Jewett  married  Miss  Abbie  E. 
Flagg,  of  New  Hampshire,  now  deceased.  To 
this  union  were  born  two  children,  Harold  F. 
and  Alice  H.  Tewett :  the  former  named  embraced 
the  profession  of  the  father,  and  is  usefully  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  Brooklyn. 

FRANKLIN  W.  HOOPER. 

Franklin  William  Hooper,  known  throughout 
the  scientific  world  for  his  high  attainments  as  a 
scientist  and  teacher,  is  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, bom  in  Walpole,  Cheshire  county,  Febru- 
ary II,  1851.  His  boyhood  was  passed  upon  the 
parental  farm,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
common  schools  in  the  neighborhood.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  entered  Antioch  College, 
at  Yellow  Springs,  Ohio.  It  had  been  expected 
that  he  would  prepare  for  the  ministry,  but  he 
became  so  much  interested  in  science  and  natural 
history  that  he  gave  them  his  greater  attention, 
abandoning  his  first  purpose  altogether.  After 
studying  for  two  years  at  Antioch  he  entered 
Har\'ard  University,  where  he  continued  his 
scientific  studies  previously  begun,  at  the  same 
time  devoting  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to 
philosophy  and  language.  He  took  special 
courses  in  various  scientific  branches  under  such 
famous  scientists  as  Louis  Agassiz,  Asa  Gray, 
Jeffries  Wyman,  Benjamin  Pierce  and  Josiah  P. 
Cook,  and  in  1872  he  attended  the  Agassiz  Sum- 
mer School  of  Natural  History  at  Pcnikese 
Island. 

In  1876,  acting  as  an  agent  for  the  Smithson- 
ian Institution,  at  Washington,  he  was  engaged 
for  some  months  in  a  scientific  excursion  on  the 
coasts  of  Florida,  which  afforded  peculiar  op- 
portunity for  the  investigation  of  algoe  and  coral- 
line formations.  In  1877  he  accepted  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  the  high  school  at  Keene,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  occupied  that  position  until  1880,  when 
he  relinquished  it  to  accept  the  position  of  professor 
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of  chemistry  and  geolog}'  at  the  Adelphi  Acad- 
emy, Brooklyn.  New  York.    He  was  engaged  in 
the  latter  work  for  nine  years,  until  June,  1889, 
when  he  was  elected  curator  of  the  Brooklyn  In- 
stitute.      His  service  in  the  latter  capacity  was 
highly  creditable  to  himself  and  most  advantage- 
ous to  the  institution,  and  his  opinion  had  much 
weij^ht  in  effectmg  the  amalgamation  of  the  insti- 
tute with  the  newly  established  Brooklyn  Insti- 
tute of  Arts  and  Sciences,  which  took  place  in 
December,  1891,  when  he  was  chosen  director  of 
the  neAV  institute. 

In  the  years  which  have  elapsed,  during  which 
the  scope  of  the  institute  has  been  greatly  broad- 
ened, various  large  departments  have  been  creat- 
e-^1,  and  the  attending  membership  has  been  more 
than   quadrupled.   Professor   Hooper's   influence 
and  eflFort  have  been  recognized  as  among  the 
most  potent  factors  in  the  results  attained.     In 
various  other  ways  he  has  contributed  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  educational    movements,    and    he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Brooklyn  board  of  edu- 
cation under  the  administration  of  Mayor  Boody. 
In  May,  1876,  while  returning  from  Florida, 
where  he  had  been  in  service  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  Professor  Hooper    was    married    to 
Miss    Martha    Summer    Holden,    of    Augusta, 
Georgia,  a  lady  whose  father  was  a  man  of  strong 
character  and  a  prominent  abolitionist  during  the 
existence  of  slavery.     Three  children  were  born 
of  this  union. 

JULIAN  D.  FAIRCHILD. 

In  studying  the  lives  and  character  of  prom- 
inent men,  we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the 
secret  of  their  success    and    the    motives    that 
prompted  their  action.     Success  is  a  question  of 
geni'.is,  as  held  by  many;  but  is  it  not  rather  a 
matter  of  experience  and  sound  judgment?    For 
when  we  trace  the  career  of  those  who  stand 
highest  in  public  esteem,  we  find  in  nearly  every 
case  that  there  are  those  who  have  risen  grail- 
ually,  fighting  their  way  in  the  face  of  all  oppo- 
sition.    Self-reliance,  conscientiousness,  energy, 
honestv. — these  are  the  traits  of  character  that 


insure  the  highest  emoluments  and  greatest  suc- 
cess. To  these  may  we  attribute  the  success  that 
has  crowned  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Fairchild. 

Julian  ]).  Fairchild,  president  of  the  Kings 
County  Trust  Company  and  the  Union  Ferry 
Company,  was  born  in  Stratford,  Connecticut, 
April  17,  1850,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Douglas 
and  Lydia  Esther  (Hawley)  Fairchild,  natives 
of  Connecticut,  and  of  early  Scotch  ancestry.  The 
name  is  said  to  have  been  originally  Fairbairn. 
The  familv  settled  in  Stratford  at  a  verv  earh' 
date  and  the  Hawley  family  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Dunbury,  Connecticut.  Douglas  Fair- 
child  died  November  7,  1898,  aged  seventy-two 
years,  and  his  wife  died  March  30,  1889,  aged 
fifty-nine  years.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  was  unable  to  provide  his  son  with  more  than 
a  limited  education.  Julian  D.  Fairchild  attended 
onlv  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town  and 
later  those  of  New  Haven.  During  the  hours 
out  of  school  he  sold  newspapers  on  the  streets 
and  frequently  during  the  noon  hour  went  to  the 
campus  of  Yale  College  and  sold  to  the  students 
home-made  molasses  candv,  which  had  been 
made  by  his  mother. 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  our  subject  put  aside  his 
text-b(X)ks  and  entered  the  employ  of  a  large 
hardware  manufacturing  house  in  New  Haven, 
where  he  remained  for  alx)ut  three  years,  filling 
the  positions  of  office  boy,  entry  clerk,  and  as- 
sistant bookkeei)cr.  With  the  money  earned  in 
that  time  he  started  a  tea,  coffee  and  spice  store, 
which  he  continued  for  about  a  year  and  sold  out. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  became  secretary  of 
the  Quinnipiac  Fertilizer  Company  of  New  Ha- 
ven and  New  London,  Connecticut.  In  1874  he 
severed  his  connection  with  this  company  and 
came  to  New  York,  where  he  became  identified 
with  the  E.  Frank  Coe  Fertilizer  Company,  of 
which  he  eventually  became  president.  But  in 
1894  he  disposed  of  all  his  interests  in  the  fertiliz- 
ing business,  having  been  elected  in  May,  1893, 
president  of  the  Kings  County  Trust  Company, 
and  has  been  connected  with  this  institution  since 
its  inception,  contributing  largely  to  its  success. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Bedford  Bank,  the 
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Nassau  Fire  Insurance  Company,  Metropolitan 
Plate  Glass  Insurance  Company  and  president  of 
the  Union  Ferry  Company. 

He  was  married  January  9,  1879,  ^^  Miss 
Florence  T.  Bradley,  daughter  of  Charles  W. 
Bradley,  of  New  Haven.  They  have  now  two 
children,  Florence  E.  and  Julian  P.,  who  has  a 
position  in  his  father's  bank.  '  The  family  attend 
the  Dutch  Reformed  church.  They  reside  at  No. 
845  Carroll  street,  Brooklyn,  and  have  a  summer 
home  at  Cedarhurst,  Long  Island. 

In  1896  Mr.  Fairchild  was  offered  the  Demo- 
cratic nomination  for  mavor  of  Brooklvn,  but  his 
business  interests  would  not  permit  him  to  ac- 
cept the  honor.  He  was  appointed  by  ]\Iayor  Van 
Wyck  one  of  the  commissioners  from  Brooklvn 
on  the  new  East  river  bridge,  now  in  process  of 
construction,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  board.  He 
is  also  a  regent  in  the  Long  Island  College  Hos- 
pital, president  of  the  Brooklyn  Central  Dispen- 
sary, trustee  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts 
and  sciences,  a  director  of  the  Brooklyn  Club,  and 
vice  president  of  the  Montauk  Club,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  New 
York  Produce  Exchange  and  the  Carleton  and 
Field  and  Marine  Clubs.  Beginning  business  life 
at  a  very  small  salary.  Mr.  Fairchild  is  a  splendid 
example  of  what  energy  and  industry,  coupled 
with  a  determination  to  win,  make  possible  in 
this  progressive  country.  Small  though  his  first 
earnings  were  he  saved  a  portion  of  them,  not 
because  he  was  penurious,  but  because  he  did  not 
think  that  extravagance  was  either  a  luxury  or  a 
necessity.  His  prosperity  is  attributable  to  his 
indomitable  cnerg}-  and  the  close  and  assiduous 
attention  he  has  paid  to  the  minute  portions  of  his 
affairs.  Courteous,  genial,  well  informed,  alert 
and  enterprising,  he  stands  to-day  one  of  the  lead- 
ing representative  men  of  his  state, — a  man  who 
is  a  power  in  his  community. 

EDWARD  G.  WARD. 

Edward  G.  Ward,  late  borough  superintend- 
ent of  the  public  schools  and  a  prominent  factor 
in  the  public  educational  system  of  Brooklyn, 
was  born  in  the  eastern  district  of  this  city  in 


1843,  ^  descendant  of  an  old  patriotic  colonial 
family,  which  prior  to  the  Revolution  came  from 
Connecticut  to  New  York  and  located  there.  The 
family  name  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  wars  of 
the  country.  His  great-grandfather  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war;  his  grandfather  fought 
in  the  war  of  18 12,  and  two  of  his  brothers  were 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Ward  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  York  Citv  and  Hoboken  and  in  the  New 
Jersey  State  Normal  School  at  Trenton.  On 
leaving  school  he  continued  his  education  bv  a 
thorough  and  comprehensive  course  of  private 
study,  covering  a  period  of  many  years  and  em- 
bracing many  branches,  including  language, 
mathematics,  science,  literature  and  history.  He 
began  his  career  as  a  teacher  at  a  very  early  age, 
and  when  but  seventeen  was  made  vice  principal 
of  a  grammar  school  in  Hoboken,  New  Jersey. 
Shortly  afterward  he  became  the  principal  of 
what  is  now  grammar  school  No.  11  in  Jersey 
City.  Subsequently  he  held  the  chair  of  mathe- 
matics and  grammar  in  the  Jersey  City  Normal 
School,  where  he  remained  for  years,  until  the 
school  was  abandoned.  In  1879  he  was  called  to 
the  principalship  of  grammar  school  No.  19  of 
Brooklyn,  a  position  which  he  filled  so  acceptably 
that  during  his  first  year  his  salary  was  raised 
from  the  minimum  to  the  maximum  figure?  paid 
to  principals.  He  remained  there  until  1885, 
when,  a  vacancy  occurring  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  public  schools  of  Brooklyn,  he 
was  elected  by  the  board  of  education  to  the  posi- 
tion of  associate  superintendent.  In  1898,  on  the 
resignation  of  Dr.  William  H.  Maxwell,  Mr. 
Ward  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  schools 
of  the  borough  of  Brooklyn,  a  position  for  which 
his  previous  career  had  especially  fitted  him  and 
\vhich  he  held  with  increasing  success  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  When  nominated  for  bor- 
ough superintendent  he  was  thus  referred  to: 

*T  refer  to  Mr.  Ward,  a  practical  teacher,  a 
wise  and  successful  principal,  an  efficient  super- 
intendent, who  has  discharged  his  duties  as  such 
with  a  single  eye  and  an  intelligent  purpose,  and 
at  the  same  time  has  held  the  friendship  and  re- 
spect of  the  teachers.    What  better  qualifications 
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could  be  found  by  searching  in  any  city  or  any 
state?  Added  to  this  high  order  of  ability,  his 
familiarity  with  our  schools  and  our  teachers  and 
his  seniority  on  this  board  of  superintendents 
make  him  the  logical  candidate  for  this  position.'* 
y\v.  Ward  died  September  13,  1901. 

THOMAS  G.  SHEAR^LVX. 

"That  thev  mav  rest  from  their  labors  and 
their  works  do  follow  them." — Rev.  XI\',  13. 

The  city  of  Brooklyn  is  known  throughout  the 
world  as  the  **Citv  of  Churches,"  not  so  much  be- 
cause  of  the  number  of  its  religious  institutions 
as  because  of  their  influence  on  the  community. 
That  Plymouth  church  has  been  the  most  potent 
factor  in  the  accomplishment  of  these  wonderful 
results  goes  without  saying.  Next  to  y\r.  Bccch- 
f:r,  the  man  who  exercised  the  greatest  influence 
and  probably  did  more  than  any  other  man  to 
shape  its  policy  was  Thomas  G.  Shearman.  He 
was  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  Views,  of  cool  judg- 
ment, calm,  deliberate  and  dispassionate  in  his 
utterances,  and  wnthal  intenselv  earnest,  so  that 
he  seldom  failed  to  carry  conviction  except  to  the 
most  prejudiced  minds.  At  the  weekly  prayer- 
meeting  his  voice  was  always  heard,  and  his  say- 
ings as  well  as  Mr.  Beechcr's  were  quoted  by  the 
press  and  echoed  and  re-echoed  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other. 

His  passing  away  was  deeply  felt  by  the  relig- 
ious community  throughout  Greater  New  York, 
and  his  name  will  live  while  Plymouth  continues 
to  exist  as  a  church.  It  took  vears  to  establish 
this  chi'.rch,  but  it  came  near  being  wrecked  in  a 
day.  The  consummate  skill  with  w-hich  he  hand- 
led the  case,  combined  with  his  great  legal  ability 
and  immense  personal  influence,  was  all  that  saved 
it  from  disruption.  He  stood  in  front  of  his  pastor 
and  bore  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  hurling  thunder- 
bolts of  wrath  and  righteous  indignation  against 
the  enemies  of  Mr.  Beecher,  who  sought  to  crush 
him.  It  was  one  of  the  most  masterlv  eflforts  ever 
niade  by  any  lawyer  in  this  country.  The  very 
best  legal  talent  was  employed  on  both  sides,  and 
the  result  of  the  trial — thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Shearman! — was  a  complete  vindication  of  ]\Ir. 


Beecher  and  the  establishment  of  Plymouth  church 
on  a  stronger  foundation  than  ever.  Had  this 
been  the  only  achievement  of  Mr.  Shearman  it 
would  have  been  glory  and  honor  enough  for  one 
man ;  but  this  was  only  an  incident  in  his  profes- 
sional career  which  abounded  with  great  success 
and  gave  him  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  law^yer. 

Dr.  Ilillis,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Shearman  (September  30,  1900), 
said : 

'i'lymoulh  church  has  but  one  heart  to-day, 
and  that  heart  is  sore  and  heavy.  For  three  and 
fc^rty  years  Mr.  Shearman  has  been  coming  and 
going  out  among  us  and  during  all  these  years  he 
has  wrought  for  us  as  trustee,  clerk,  teacher,  sup- 
erintendent and  friend,  loving  and  beloved.  And 
now  that  he  hath  gone,  in  our  grief  we  have  come 
logether  in  this  place  that  was,  save  only  his  fire- 
side altar,  dearer  to  him  than  any  place  on  earth,. 
f(^r  Mr.  Shearman's  earliest,  latest,  profoundest 
enthusiasm  was  his  enthusiasm  for  Plymouth.  If 
by  reason  of  his  lo\e  of  affairs,  through  all  the 
years,  he  went  day  by  dav  with  eager  steps  toward 
the  court-room,  the  forum  and  the  library,  yet  all 
will  confess  that  this  church  was  ever  first  in  his 
loving  regard  and  solicitude.  Not  Jacob's  love 
for  that  spot  in  the  desert  where  the  heavens  were 
opened  for  the  shining  ladder  on  which  the  angels 
of  God  were  seen  ascending  and  descending;  not 
IMartin  Luther's  love  for  the  monastery,  where  he 
was  reborn  and  saw  the  visions  splendid ;  not  Ed- 
mund Burke's  pathetic  attachment  for  the  great 
abbey,  wxre  so  striking  as  Mr.  Shearman's  love 
for  this  building.  Oft  in  retrospective  mood  he 
rehearsed  for  us  the  associations  clustered  about 
yonder  pew,  that,  as  he  said,  he  had  privately  con- 
secrated and  baptized  with  the  laying  on  of  pray- 
ing hands  and  with  the  sacrament  of  tears. 

"One  Sunday  evening  in  May,  1857,  the  youth 
first  came  in  hither  out  of  the  darkness  and  storm. 
He  was  the  child  of  a  creed  that  had  tortured  his 
just  spirit,  a  creed  that  filled  his  days  with  agony, 
his  nights  with  sleeplessness ;  and  here  Mr.  Beech- 
er taught  him  the  love  of  God,  expelled  the  fear 
that  hath  torment,  released  him  from  superstition 
and  made  him  a  citizen  of  the  wide-lying  universe. 
Ijut  Air.  Beecher  and  Plvmouth  church  did  much 


12 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


for  him,  pastor  and  people  received  much  in  re- 
turn, for  Mr.  Shearman  gave  back  good  measure, 
pressed  down  and  sliaken  together,  returned  an 
imstinted  tide  of  loyalty,  love  and  self-sacrificing 
service.  While  the  jurists  are  praising  the  great 
lawyer  for  his  legal  knowledge  and  skill,  while 
social  reformers  are  rehearsing  his  love  for  the 
poor  and  weak,  while  the  press  is  capitalizing  his 
fine,  high  citizenship,  we  here  and  now  celebrate 
his  great  mind  less  than  his  great  heart.  For  us 
his  goodness  was  more  striking  than  his  greatness. 
*  *  *  We  forget  the  advocate  and  author 
and  remember  the  true  Christian." 

Thomas  Gaskill  Shearman,  who  might  be 
termed  one  of  the  "old  guard"  of  Plymouth 
church,  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  No- 
vember 25,  1834.  He  came  to  New  York  at  the 
age  of  nine  years  with  his  father,  who  was  a  phy- 
,sician,  his  mother  coming  later.  For  Mr.  Shear- 
man the  hidings  of  power  were  his  ancestry.  God's 
first  gift  was  one  of  his  greatest, — the  gift  of  a 
good  mother  and  grandmother.  The  tides  of  in- 
tellect and  purpose  flow  down  from  ancestral  hills. 
But,  early  overtaken  by  misfortune  through  his 
father's  illness,  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  re- 
sources and  self-educated  and  self-made;  his  in- 
tellect was  hammered  out  upon  the  anvil  of  ad- 
versity. Romantic,  indeed,  his  life's  story.  At 
twelve  he  was  out  in  the  world  for  himself,  at 
twelve  his  school  days  ended  forever.  At  four- 
teen he  entered  an  office  where  he  received  one 
dollar  for  the  first  year  and  two  dollars  for  the 
second.  Out  of  his  little  store  of  wealth  he  al- 
lowed himself  three  cents  each  dav  for  luncheon ; 
but  when  he  heard  of  Macaulay's  History  of  Eng- 
land he  reduced  his  allowance  to  two  cents,  and 
after  two  months  bought  the  first  volume. 

In  1857  he  removed  from  New  York  to  Brook- 
lyn and  two  years  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
The  ensuing  seven  years  were  spent  in  writing 
law  books,  editing  law  journals  and  in  other  work 
of  this  character.  He  earned  for  himself  even  at 
that  early  period  a  reputation  for  accuracy  and 
thoroughness,  and  was  known  to  the  members  of 
the  profession  as  a  painstaking  student.  His  work 
attracted  the  attention  of  that  eminent  jurist, 
David  Dudlev  Field,  and  in  i860  Mr.  Field  em- 


ployed  him  as  secretary  to  the  Code  Commission. 
In  1868  Mr.  Field  and  his  son  Dudley  took  Mr. 
Shearman  into  copartnership.  This  was  regarded 
as  a  high  honor  for  so  young  a  professional  man, 
Mr.  Shearman  being  then  only  thirty-four  years 
of  age.  Five  years  later — in  1873 — the  firm  of 
Field  &  Shearman  dissolved  and  ^lessrs.  Shear- 
man and  Sterling  (John  W.  Sterling),  both  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  of  Field  &  Shearman,  entered  into 
close  professional  relations  under  the  name  of 
Shearman  &  Sterling. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Mr.  Shearman 
figured  largely  in  proceedings  in  which  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company  was  made  a  conspicuous  liti- 
gant. Injunctions  were  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
Mr.  Shearman  earned  even  from  those  who  op- 
posed him  the  name  of  being  one  of  the  ablest  legal 
strategists  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  informed  rail- 
road lawyers  in  the  country. 

His  originality  in  devising  new  and  more  ef- 
fective methods  in  litigation  subjected  him  to  much 
criticism,  but  these  methods  were  literally  copied 
by  his  opponents  and  critics.  His  practice  of 
serving  injunctions. by  telegraph,  which  was  the 
most  severely  criticised  at  the  time,  has  since  been 
sanctioned  by  the  highest  courts  in  England  as 
well  as  by  some  of  the  most  prominent  American 
judges. 

After  the  close  of  the  Beecher  trial,  to  which 
reference  has  alreadv  been  made,  Shearman  & 
Sterling  were  retained  in  numerous  litigations 
arising  out  of  the  famous  gold  speculations  of 
1869,  ii^  ^  of  which  they  were  successful.  They 
were  also  largely  employed  in  the  foreclosure  of 
railway  mortgages,  the  reorganization  of  large 
railway  companies,  the  organization  and  admini- 
stration of  various  corporations,  etc. 

Mr.  Shearman  always  took  an  active  interest 
in  public  questions.  From  his  youth  up  an  ad- 
vocate of  the  total  abolition  of  slavery,  he  worked 
vigorously  with  the  Republican  party  from  1856 
to  1868,  but  was  never  a  candidate  for  office.  In 
respect  to  tariff,  prior  to  i860,  he  was  a  "protec- 
tionist," but  he  then  became  a  convert  to  free  trade. 
From  1880  during  the  remainder  of  his  life  he 
devoted  nuich  time  to  the  promotion  of  absolute 
free  trade  and  the  abolition  of  all  indirect  taxa- 
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tion.  Pie  made  numerous  addresses  and  pub- 
lished several  pamphlets  upon  these  subjects, 
which  awakened  much  interest  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  Mr.  Shearman  was  probably  as 
well  known  as  a  public  economist  as  for  his  great 
legal  attainments. 

Among  his  most  important  works,  all  of  which 
are  recognized  as  standard  publications,  are  **Till- 
inghast  &  Shearman's  Practice'*  (1861-1865)  ; 
"Shearman  &  Redfield  on  Negligence"  (1869- 
88)  ;  '-Talks  on  Free  Trade"  (1881);  "Pauper 
Labor  of  Europe"  (1885);  ''Distribution  of 
Wealth"  (1887)  ;  "Owners  of  the  United  States" 
(1889)  ;  'The  Coming  Billionaire"  (1890)  ;  and 
•'Crooked  Taxation"  (1891). 

Mr.  Shearman  married,  January  29,  1859,  a 
Miss  Elmira  Partridge,  a  daughter  of  James  Part- 
ridge, of  Brooklyn. 

SILAS  B.  DUTCHER. 

"Those  who  have  attained  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  as  a  rule,  attest  the  fact  of  a  sound  consti- 
tution and  a  well  spent  life,"  said  the  "Brooklyn 
Eagle"  editorially,  July  12,  1899.  "The  one  is  a 
fine  inheritance.  The  other  is  a  fine  record.  In- 
heritance and  record  are  both  the  possession  of 
the  well  known  Brooklynite,  President  Silas  B. 
Dutcher,  who  was  born  scventv  vears  acfo  to-dav. 
He  at  once  becomes  a  hope  and  a  vindication.  A 
hope  he  is  to  those  who  would  equal  his  claim  to 
respect  and  regard,  who  would  match  him  in  men- 
tality and  bodily  vigor,  when  they  reach  his  pres- 
ent years.  A  vindication  he  is  to  those  who  seek 
for  examples  to  prove  that  three  score  years  and 
ten  may  be  really  the  best  period  of  a  man's  life. 
Mr.  Dutcher  very  likely  never  thought  of  himself 
either  as  a  hope  or  as  a  vindication.  He  has  been 
too  busv  to  do  so.  That  fact  is  one  of  the  reasons 
whv  he  is  both.  Life  takes  care  of  the  fame  of 
those  who  are  more  concerned  wnth  duty  than  with 
distinction,  for  distinction  is  a  consequence  best 
tVillowing  from  fidelity,  energy  and  wisdom.  It  is 
the  aroma  of  a  career,  when  the  career  is  what  it 
ought  to  be." 

Silas  B.  Dutcher  was  born  July  12,  1829,  on  his 
father's  farm  on  the  shore  of  Otsego  lake,  in  the 


town  of  Springfield,  Otsego  county.  New  York, 
He  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  and  highly  respected 
family.  His  parents  were  Parcefor  Carr  and  Jo- 
hanna Low^  (Frink)  Dutcher.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Silvey  (Beardsley) 
Dutcher.  His  grandmother's  ancestor  was  Will- 
iam Beardsley,  who  was  born  at  Stratford,  Eng- 
land, in  1605,  and  came  to  America  in  1635,  set- 
ling  at  Stratford,  Connecticut,  four  year  later. 
His  great-grandparents  were  Gabriel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Knickerbocker)  Dutcher.  Elizabeth  Knick- 
erbocker was  a  granddaughter  of  Harman  Janse 
\'an  Wye  Knickerbocker,  of  Dutchess  county. 
New  York.  His  great-great-grandparents  were 
Ruloff  and  Janettie  (Bressie)  Dutcher,  who  were 
married  at  Kingston,  New  York,  in  1700  and  in 
1720  removed  to  I^itchfield  county,  Connecticut. 

Ruloff  Dutcher  is  believed  to  have  been  a 
grandson  of  Dierck  Cornelison  Duyster,  under 
commissary  at  Fort  Orange  in  1630,  w^hose  name 
ai)pears  in  deeds  of  two  large  tracts  of  land  to 
Killian  \^an  Rcnsselair. 

Mr.  Dutcher's  maternal  grandparents  were 
Stephen  and  Ann  (Low)  Frink,  and  maternal 
great-grandparents  were  Captain  Peter  and  Jo- 
hanna (Ten  Eyck)  Low,  and  his  great-gran dfa- 
iher  was  an  officer  in  the  Continental  army.  Jo- 
hanna Ten  Evck  was  a  descendant  of  Conrad  Ten 

m 

Kyckc,  who  came  from  Amsterdam,  Holland,  to 
New  York  in  1650,  and  owned  what  is  now  known 
as  Coenties  Slip,  New^  York  City. 

yix,  Dutcher  attended  the  public  schools  near 
his  father's  farm  each  summer  and  winter,  from 
the  age  of  four  until  the  age  of  seven  years.  After 
that  he  had  a  little  more  schooling  in  the  winter 
season  and  one  term  at  Cazenovia  Seminary.  He 
began  teaching  school  winters  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen and  taught  every  winter  until  he  was  twenty- 
two,  working  on  his  father's  farm  during  the 
balance  of  each  year.  In  the  fall  of  185 1,  owing 
to  a  temporary  loss  of  hi§  voice,  which  prevented 
him  from  teaching  he  found  employment  at  rail- 
road construction,  but  soon  became  a  station  agent 
and  subsequently  a  conductor,  and  for  more  than 
three  years  was  employed  on  the  old  Erie  Rail- 
way from  Elmira  to  Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 
He  then  went  to  New  York  and  entered  mercan- 
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tile  business,  to  which  he  devoted  his  energies 
through  the  terrible  panics  of  1857  and  i860  with- 
out severe  misfortune.  In  1868  he  was  appointed 
supervisor  of  internal  revenue,  a  position  which 
he  at  first  declined,  but  was  urged  to  accept  by 
William  Orton  and  other  friends.  Against  his 
own  judgment,  and,  as  events  proved,  greatly  to 
the  detriment  of  his  financial  interests,  he  took  the 
office.  He  was  unable  to  give  attention  to  busi- 
ness, his  partner  was  not  equal  to  its  management, 
and  he  soon  discovered  that  all  he  had  accumu- 
lated by  twelve  years  of  hard  work  was  scattered 
and  gone,  and  he  was  obliged  to  sell  the  real  es- 
tate he  owned  to  meet  his  liabilities. 

Even  as  a  boy  he  had  been  more  or  less  inter- 
■ested  in  politics.  His  grandfather  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  Silas  was  often  called  upon  to  read  his 
Democratic  newspaper  to  him;  his  father  was  a 
Whig,  and  the  result  was  that  he  had  an  opportun- 
ity to  learn  something  of  the  claims  of  both  part- 
ies at  an  early  age.  Before  he  was  twenty-one  he 
became  interested  in  the  question  of  freedom  or  the 
'extension  of  slaverv  in  the  territories, — the  most 
vital  question  of  that  day, — and  while  yet  little 
more  than  a  boy,  in  1848,  did  some  eflfectivc  cam- 
paign speaking  for  General  Taylor. 

When  he  went  to  New  York  Mr.  Dutcher  re- 
solved to  have  nothing  to  do  with  active  politics, 
but  the  breaking  up  of  a  Republican  meeting  in 
the  Blecckcr  building  in  the  ninth  ward  brought 
him  out  most  decisively  and  he  was  quite  active 
politically  from  1856  to  i86r.  In  1857  he  was 
president  of  the  Ninth  Ward  Republican  Asso- 
ciation ;  1858-59  he  was  chairman  of  the  Young 
Men's  Republican  Committee,  and  in  i860  he  wj^s 
president  of  the  Wide-A wakes  Association.  Dur- 
ing the  year  last  mentioned  he  became  a  member 
of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  New 
York.  His  business  demanded  his  attention  and 
there  were  other  reasons  why,  in  the  fall  of  1861, 
he  moved  to  Brooklyn  in.  order  to  sever  his  rela- 
tions with  that  body.  William  M.  Tweed  was  a 
member  of  the  board  at  that  time  and  began  to 
devclo[>  some  of  the  schemes  which  eventually 
caused  his  downfall.  ?.[r.  Dutcher  was  not  will- 
ing to  vote  ignorantly  on  any  question  or  to  act 


upon  the  representations  of  other  members,  who 
he  believed  held  their  personal  interests  above  the 
interests  of  the  county.  As  a  resident  of  Brooklyn 
he  again  resolved  to  keep  out  of  politics,  but  the 
riots  of  1863  brought  him  in  close  relations  with 
active  Republicans  and  he  found  himself  again  in 
political  harness.  He  held  the  office  of  supervisor 
of  internal  revenue  from  1868  until  1872,  a  period 
of  four  years,  at  first  under  appointment  of  Hugh 
McCullough,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
later  under  appointment  of  President  Grant.  In 
November,  1872,  he  was  appointed  L'nited  States 
pension  agent,  resigning  that  office  in  1875  to  ac- 
cept a  position  in  the  employ  of  the  Metropolitan 
Life  Insurance  Company,  which  he  held  until  ap- 
pointed United  States  appraiser  of  the  port  of 
New  York,  by  President  Grant,  which  latter  posi- 
tion he  held  until  1880.  He  was  superintendent 
of  public  works  of  the  state  of  New  York  from 
1880  until  1883,  appointed  by  Governor  Cornell. 
At  the  close  of  his  term  in  the  last  named  office, 
President  Arthur  requested  him  to  accept  the  office 
of  commissioner  of  internal  revenue,  to  which  he 
replied  that  he  had  held  office  fourteen  years  and 
that  all  he  had  to  show  for  that  service  was  a  few 
old  clothes :  that  if  he  accepted  the  position  tend- 
ered him  and  held  it  one  or  more  years,  he  would 
retire  with  about  the  same  quantity  of  old  clothes 
as  he  had  at  the  beginning  and  so  much  older  and 
less  available  for  other  business,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  must  be  devoted  to  making 
some  provision  for  his  wife  and  children,  and  con- 
sequently he  must  decline  further  office-holding. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  charter  commission 
which  framed  the  charter  of  Greater  New  York, 
appointed  by  Governor  Morton,  and  was  appointed 
a  manager  of  the  Long  Island  State  Hospital  by 
Governor  Black  and  re-appointed  by  Governor 
Roosevelt.  He  was  a  Whig  from  1850  to  1855 
and  became  a  Republican  at  the  organization  of 
that  party.  After  locating  in  Brooklyn  he  was  the 
chairman  of  the  Kings  county  Republican  com- 
inittee  for  four  years,  a  member  of  the  Republican 
state  committee  for  many  years,  and  was  the  chair- 
man of  the  Re[)ul)lican  executive  comniiitee  of  the 
state  in  1876.    He  served  as  a  delegate  to  several 
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Kepiiblican  national  conventions  and  was  on  the 
stump  in  every  presidential  campaign  from  184S 
to  1888. 

From  the  time  he  became  a  resident  of  Brook- 
lyn until  the  consolidation  was  consummated,  Mr. 
Dutcher  was  an  advocate  of  the  consolidation  of 
Brooklyn  and  New  York.  As  a  member  for  four 
years  of  the  Rr<x)klyn  board  of  education,  he  ex- 
erted all  his  influence  for  the  advancement  of  the 
public  schools.  As  a  member  of  the  charter  com- 
mission for  Greater  Xew  York,  he  labored  earn- 
i:<t\y  to  secure  e(|ual  taxation  and  home  rule  for 
the  puhlic  schools,  believing  that  the  system  and 
management  were  better  than  in  Manhattan  and 
better  than  anv  other  submitted  to  the  communitv. 
Xo  work  of  his  life  has  given  him  more  satisfac- 
tion than  the  results  in  the  charter  on  these  two 
points.  He  has  also  taken  an  active  interest  in 
Sunday-school  affairs  and  was  superintendent  for 
ten  years  of  the  Twelfth  Street  Reformed  church 
Sunday-school,  at  a  time  when  it  was  one  c^f  the 
largest  schools  in  the  state. 

Mr.  Dutcher  resumed  business  to  some  extent 
in  1885,  w^hen  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with 
W.  E.  Edmister  in  a  fire  and  marine  insurance 
agency,  which  still  exists.  He  was  one  of  the 
diarter  trustees  of  the  Union  Dime  Savings  In- 
stitution, of  Xew  York  City,  orgaTiizod  in  1859, 
and  became  president  of  that  institution  in  1885 
and  is  now  the  only  one  of  the  charter  trustees  re- 
maining on  the  board.  In  the  spring  of  1901  he 
was  invited  to  and  accepted  the  presidency  of  the 
Hamilton  Trust  Company.  He  has  been  for 
twenty  years  a  director  in  the  ^Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company,  is  a  director  in  the  Garfield 
Safe  Deposit  Company  and  the  Goodwin  Car  Com- 
pany. He  is  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church,  treasurer  of  the  Brooklvn  Bible  Societv, 
one  of  the  managers  of  the  Society  for  Improving 
the  Condition  of  the  Poor,  a  member  of  the  Brook- 
lyn and  Hamilton  Clubs  and  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
temitv,  and  he  was  president  of  the  Association 
of  the  Brooklyn  Masonic  Veterans  in  1896. 

When  Mr.  Dutcher  took  up  his  residence  in 
BTorA'hn  the  poptdation  of  the  city  was  about  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand.  What  is  now 
the  Park  Slope  was  then  open  fields.    The  small 


settlement  known  as  Gowanus  was  all  there  was 
south  of  Flathu.sh  avenue.  He  has  seen  the  city 
grow  from  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
souls  to  a  million  and  a  quarter.  He  has  seen  the 
Park  .Slope  transformed  into  one  of  the  finest  resi- 
dential sections  of  the  citv,  and  he  has  seen  the 
three  or  four  churches  in  that  part  of  Brooklyn  in- 
crease to  more  than  twenty.  When  he  came  the 
prominent  Republicans  of  Brooklyn  were  Charles 
W.  <joddard,  James  Hum])hrey,  William  Wall 
and  I.  S.  T.  Slranahan.  He  soon  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  that  good  old  Dutch  mayor,  Martin 
Kalblleisch,.whom  he  regarded  as  one  of  the  sturd- 
iest men  he  ever  met.  lie  has  known  everv  one  of 
Brooklyn's  mayors  from  George  Hall,  the  first 
executi\e,  down  to  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
oft'ico.  Mr.  Dutcher  has  lived  in  Third  street  since 
1872,  and  his  present  home  is  at  X^o.  496. 

His  familv  consists  of  his  wife  and  six  chil- 
dren.  He  married  Rebecca  J.  Alwaise,  February 
10.  1859.  Mrs.  Dutcher  is  a  descendant  of  John 
Alwaise,  a  French  Huguenot,  who  came  to  Phila- 
delphia in  1740.  Her  grandmother  was  a  de- 
scendant of  John  Bishop,  who  came  from  Eng- 
land in  1645,  and  settled  at  Woodbridge,  New 
Jersey.  The  children  of  Silas  B.  and  Rebecca  J. 
(Alwaise)  Dutcher  are  DeWitt  P.,  Edith  May, 
Fisie  Rebecca,  Malcomb  B.,  Jessie  Ruth  and  Eva 
Olive.  Two  of  Mr.  Dutcher's  daughters  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Colonial  Daughters  of  the  Seventeenth 
Century. 

The  first  visit  Mr.  Dutcher  ever  made  to 
Brooklyn  was  to  hear  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
preach  in  Plymouth  church.  He  has  stated  that 
he  was  directed,  as  others  w^ere,  at  the  usual  hour 
of  chtirch  service  to  cross  Fulton  Ferrv  and  fol- 
low  the  crowd:  "I  arrived  at  the  church  a  little 
late,"  he  said,  "and  found  only  standing  room  and 
but  little  of  that.  When  I  entered  the  church  the 
congregation  was  singing  the  hymn  All  Hail  the 
Power  of  Jesus'  Xame  to  the  good  old  tune  of 
Coronation,  and  I  do  not  recollect  of  ever  hearing 
in  anv  other  church  such*  a  volume  of  music.  Mv 
first  impression  was  that  Henry  Ward  Beecher 
was  the  strongest  preacher  to  whom  I  had  ever 
listenerl.  and  that  first  impression  has  never  Ixxmi 
removed."     Mr.  Dutcher  has  known  personally 
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every  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York,  from 
William  H.  Seward  to  Benjamin  B.  Odell,  except 
Governor  William  C.  Bouch  and  Governor  Silas 
Wright.  When  he  went  to  New  York  he  was 
brought  in  contact  in  both  business  and  politics 
witli  men  much  older  than  himself,  among  whom 
were  Edwin  D.  Morgan,  William  M.  Evarts, 
William  Curtis  Noyes,  David  Dudley  Eield, 
Luther  R.  Marsh,  Abram  Wakeman,  John  A. 
Kennedy,  Washington  Smith,  William  Orton, 
George  Briggs,  General  James  Bowen  and 
Thomas  C.  Acton,  very  few  of  whom  are  now 
living.  He  believes  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  borough  of  Brooklyn  will  have  the  larg- 
est population,  the  greatest  number  of  voters  and 
be  the  most  important  factor  in  Greater  New 
York.  He  predicts  that  the  year  1910  will  show 
Brooklyn  with  a  larger  population  than  the  bor- 
ough of  Manhattan  at  that  date,  and  a  population 
that  for  intelligence,  independence  and  a  desire 
to  secure  the  best  possible  local  government,  will 
not  be  surpassed  by  any  people  in  the  world.  Mr. 
Dutcher  owes  nothing  to  favor.  He  "hewed  his 
own  path"  and  found  his  opportunities  and  im- 
proved them;  but  he  did  not  neglect  the  better 
things  than  success,  such  as  education,  culture 
and  other  refining  and  strengthening  aids.  His 
political  career  has  been  one  to  note  with  respect. 
He  has  never  been  an  applicant  for  any  office  that 
he  has  filled,  and  he  has  never  become, a  dependent 
on  a  political  office.  Every  public  employment 
to  which  he  has  been  called  has  been  a  business 
employment,  and  he  has  fulfilled  its  duties  in  a 
way  to  prove  his  fitness  for  private  employment, 
and  his  life  exhibits  a  union  of  public  and  private 
service  which- is  creditable  citizenship. 

STEPHEN  V.  WHITE. 

In  studying  the  lives  and  characters  of  promi- 
nent men  we  are  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the 
secret  of  their  success  and  the  motives  that 
prompted  their  action.  Success  is  a  question  of 
genius,  as  held  by  many,  but  is  it  not  rather  a  mat- 
ter of  experience  and  sound  judgment?  For 
when  we  trace  the  careers  of  those  who  stand 
highest  in  public  esteem  we  find  in  nearly  every 


case  that  they  are  those  who  have  risen  gradually, 
fighting  their  way  in  the  face  of  all  opposition. 
Self-reliance,  conscientiousness,  energy  and  hon- 
esty are  the  traits  of  character  that  insure  the 
highest  emoluments  and  greatest  success.  To 
these  we  mav  attribute  the  success  that  has 
crowned  the  eflforts  of  Mr.  White. 

Stephen  Van  Culen  White  was  born  in  Pitts- 
boro,  Chatham  county.  North  Carolina,  August  i, 
183 1.  His  father,  Hiram  White,  married  Julia 
Brewer,  and  in  September,  1831,  the  parents  re- 
moved from  North  Carolina  to  Illinois,  where 
they  spent  their  remaining  days,  the  father  pass- 
ing away  in  i860  and  the  mother  in  1868.  Mr. 
White  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  David  White,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to  what  is  now 
Wilmmgton,  Delaware,  about  the  year  1720.  His 
son  Charles  was  bom  about  1727,  and  became  the 
father  of  Stephen  White,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
1751.  The  last  named  was  the  father  of  Hiram 
White,  who  was  bom  August  16,  1799,  and  be- 
came the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  a  Bap- 
tist in  his  religious  belief  and  was  opposed  to 
slavery.  During  the  Nat  Turner  uprising  in  183 1 
he  defied  the  sentiments  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lived  in  North  Carolina,  refusing  to  do 
police  duty  to  guard  against  difficulties  with  the 
slaves,  and  for  this  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
state.  He  took  his  family  by  wagon  through  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky  and  settled  in  Illinois.  In 
the  family  were  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  One  of 
the  former,  Nathaniel  Brewer  White,  died  in 
Florida,  in  the  year  1888.  The  daughter,  Jane 
Elizabeth  Allen,  is  now  living  in  St.  Louis. 

In  1857  Mr.  White  was  married  to  Eliza  Ma- 
tilda Chandler,  of  Staunton,  Illinois,  a  daughter 
of  Hiram  Chandler,  and  a  granddaughter  of  Jo- 
seph Chandler,  who  was  at  his  father's  side  in  the 
battle  of  Bennington,  when  the  latter  was  killed. 
He  bore  the  name  of  Benjamin  Chandler.  Mrs. 
White  is  of  the  eighth  generation  in  descent  from 
Miles  Standish  and  from  John  Alden  and  his  wife 
Priscilla.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  been 
born  two  children:  Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Franklin  W.  Hopkins,  a  banker  and  broker,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Elsie  White  Hopkins  and 
Stephen  V.  White  Hopkins ;  and  Arthur,  a  stock- 
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broker,  who  married  ]\Iargaret  Beecher,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Colonel  Harry  Beecher,  of  Brooklyn,  and  a 
granddaughter  of  Henry  Ward  Beecher.     They 
have  two  children, — Dorothy  and  Stephen  Van 
Culen. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  White  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  party.  He  was  a  nienil)er  of  Congress 
from  a  Brooklyn  district  in  1887-9,  ^^^^  ^^^  some 
years  prior  to  that  time  served  as  a  park  commis- 
sioner.    He  takes  a  deep  and  active  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare,  with- 
holding his  support  from  no  movement  or  meas- 
ure calculated  to  advance  the  material,  social,  in- 
tellectual and  moral  progress.    A  member  of  the 
?I\Tnouth  church  of  Brooklyn,  he  has  served  as 
the  treasurer  and  a  trustee  for  over  thirty  years. 
He  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Polytechnic  Institute 
from  1884  until  the  present  time,  and  for  more 
than  a  third  of  a  centurv  has  been  a  life  member 
of  the  Brooklyn'  library.     Socially  he  is  a  valued 
representative  of  the  Union  League,  Hamilton, 
Lincoln  and  Brooklyn  Clubs.    He  has  never  per- 
mitted the  acquisition  of  wealth  to  affect  in  any 
vav  his  actions  toward  those  less  successful  than 
he,  and  has  always  a  cheerful  word  and  pleasant 
smile  for  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

THE  RAPELYE  AND  ALLIED  FAMILIES. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  JORIS  RAPALIE,  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 

According  to  recent  discoveries,  Gaspard 
Colet  de  Rapella  (of  Rapella),  the  founder  of  the 
Rapalye  family  of  America,  belonged  to  the  cele- 
brated Coligny  family  of  France,  and  was  a 
nephew  of  Admiral  Coligny,  who  suffered  martyr- 
dom for  his  religious  belief  at  the  instigation  of 
Queen  Catharine,  of  Navarre,  being  one  of  the 
victims  of  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  •  The 
titles  which  he  bore  were  Gaspard  de  Coligny, 
Marquis  de  Chatillon,  Admiral  of  France,  Colonel 
of  French  Infantry,  Governor  of  Picardy,  Isle  de 
France,  Paris  and  Havre. 

"The  house  of  Coligny  was,"  says  a  well 
known  authority  on  French  heraldry,  "next  to 
those  of  Montmorency,  Rohan,  Leval  and  a  few 
others,    and.    always    excepting    the    semi-royal 
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house  of  Lorraine,  one  of  the  first  in  France.  The 
ancestry  of  the  family  was  traced  back  to  the  first 
Duke  of  Burgundy.  In  the  sixteenth  century 
they  had  been  a  great  house  for  four  hundred 
years  and  more.  They  founded  the  Abbey  of  Le 
Mirerir  in  1121 ;  those  of  Montmerle  and  Crillon 
in  1202.  Humbert  de  Coligny  is  said  to  have  fol- 
lowed Conrad  III  in  the  second  Crusade,  but  this 
name  does  not  occur  in  the  Cartulary  of  Jerusalem 
or  in  the  lists  of  Families  d'Outre  Mer.  *  *  * 
The  place  from  w^hich  they  took  their  name  is  a 
small  town  or  village  in  the  department  of  Ain  on 
the  line  from  Lyons  to  Strasburg,  some  forty 
miles  west  of  Geneva  and  twenty-five  miles  north 
of  Main.  About  one  hundred  years  before  the 
birth  of  Admiral  Coligny  the  family  removed  from 
Coligny  to  Chatillon-sur-Loing,  from  which  place 
they  tcH)k  their  title.  The  Admiral's  father,  high 
in  favor  with  Francis  the  First,  was  marshal  of 
France,  governor  of  Picardy,  lieutenant  of  the 
principality  of  Orange  and  the  county  of  Gui- 


enne. 


>» 


Of  Admiral  Coligny  it  is  said :  "He  received 
in  1577  the  Collar  of  the  Order  and  the  command 
of  the  French  Infantry.  He  acted  against  the  En- 
glish at  Botilogne,  and  negotiated  the  treaty 
which  restored  the  place  to  the  French  in  1550. 
In  1557  he  commanded  the  infantry  in  the  cam- 
paign of  Lorraine  and  was  engaged  in  the  taking 
of  Mctz,  Soul  and  Verdun,  and  in  the  sieges  of 
Rodermark,  Danivilliers,  Ivry  and  Montmedy. 
Fighting  under  the  Duke  of  Vendome  in  Picardy, 
he  carried  by  assault  Hesden  and  Seronanne. 

"Espousing  the  cause  of  the  Protestants,  he 
incurred  the  animosity  of  Queen  Catharine  of 
Navarre,  and  was  assassinated  August  24,  1572. 
The  monument  erected  to  his  memory  recites 
brieflv  his  virtues,  his  achievements  and  the  hon- 
ors  he  had  won.  The  ormorial  bearings  of  this 
noble  family  are  described  as :  Coligny-Chatillon : 
de  gueules  a  Taigle  d'argent  becquee  membree  et 
couronnee  d^azur  ongles  d'or  couronnee,  de  due 
centier ;  une  demi-aigle  poses  de  profil,  couronnee 
de  becquee  d*azur.  Supports:  deux  limions, 
d^argent  affrontes  assis  et  accoles  de  gueules. 
Devise  (motto),  Je  les  prouve  tous.  Issue,  au 
dixieme  siecle  des  conites  souverains  de  Bour- 
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gogne,  cette  maison  illustre  a  pour  chef  de  nom 
et  d'armes  le  marquis  de  Coligny-Chatillon  au 
chateau  de  Choye,  Haute-Saone." 

"The  origin  of  the  Rapelye  family,"  says  a  re- 
cent writer  in  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  "has  often  been 
erroneously  stated  as  being  of  French  or  Dutch 
extraction;  but  the  true  origin  of  the  family  is 
Italian,  they  having  come  from  Rapelia,  a  town 
in  Italy,  from  which  place  they  emigrated  to 
France  in  the  fifteenth  century.  The  first  mention 
of  the  family  of  which  we  have  any  detailed  ac- 
count is  Gaspard  Colet  de  Rapelia,  who  was  a 
nephew  of  the  celebrated  Admiral  Coligny.  Gas- 
pard Colet  was  born  .  in  Chatillon-sur-Loing,  a 
town  in  France,  in  1505.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
French  army,  and  a  stanch  Protestant,  and  dur- 
ing the  religious  persecutions  in  that  country  he 
was  compelled  to  flee  to  that  haven  of  refuge, 
Holland,  in  1548.  There  he  settled  and  married 
the  daughter  of  Victor  Antoine  Jansen,  or  in 
plain  English  Johnson,  of  Antwerp,  and  had  three 
children.  The  first  he  named  after  his  uncle  and 
himself,  namely,  Gaspard  Coligny;  the  second 
preserved  the  family  name,  Abraham  Colet;  the 
third  was  a  daughter,  Briekje,  and  she  married 
her  cousin,  Victor  Honorius  Jansen,  and  had  one 
son,  named  Abraham,  who  became  an  historical 
painter.  He  married  the  daughter  of  Hans  Loed- 
wick,  of  Amsterdam,  and  had  three  sons,  William, 
Joris  and  Antoine. 

"The  two  eldest  determined  to  leave  Holland 
and  emigrate  to  America.  They  sailed  from  Ro- 
chelle,  in  France,  in  1623,  and  settled  at  Fort 
Orange,  now  Albany.  William  died  unmarried, 
but  his  brother,  whose  full  name  was  Joris  Jansen 
de  Rapalie,  married  Catalyntie  Trico,  of  Paris, 
France,  and,  dropping  the  name  of  Jansen,  as- 
sumed that  of  Rapalie,  and  became  the  founder  of 
the  entire  Rapelye  family  of  this  country.  The 
y-otinger  brother,  Antoine,  who  also  emigrated  to 
this  country,  in  1631,  preserved  the  true  family 
name  of  Janssen,  and  was  the  founder  of  one 
branch  of  the  family  in  this  country." 

Joris  Rapelie  removed  from  Fort  Orange  to 

.New  Amsterdam  in  1626,  and  resided  there  till 

after  the  birth  of  his  youngest  child.    On  June  16, 

1637,  he  bought  from  the  Indians  two  hundred  and 


thirty-five  acres  of  land,  called  Runnegaconck, 
now  embraced  within  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  He  be- 
came the  first  settler  on  Long  Island,  and  his  eldest 
child,  Sara,  who  was  bom  on  June  9, 1625,  was  the 
first  white  child  bom  on  the  island.  She  married 
Hans  Bergen,  and  they  in  turn  became  the  found- 
ers of  the  Bergen  family  of  Brooklyn.  Joris  was 
the  leading  man  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
public  affairs  of  the  colony.  He  died  soon  after 
the  close  of  the  Dutch  administration,  his  widow 
surviving  him  many  years.    Their  children  were : 

I.  Sara,  bom  June  9,  1625,  married  first  Hans 
Bergen,  and  secondly  Teunis  Gysbert  Bogert. 

II.  Marritie,  bom  March  11,  1627,  married 
MicTiael  Van  De  Voert. 

III.  Janhetie,  born  August  16,  1629,  married 
Rem  Remsen  de  Breck. 

IV.  Judith,  bom  July  5,  1635,  married  Peter 
Van  Nist. 

V.  Jan,  born  August  28,  1637,  married  Marya 
Maer,  and  had  no  issue. 

VI.  Jacob,  born  May  28,  1639,  was  killed  by 
the  Indians. 

VII.  Catalyntie,  bom  March  28,  1641,  mar- 
ried Joremus  Westenhout. 

VIII.  Jeronemus,  born  June  17, 1643,  married 
Annetie,  daughter  of  Van  Teunis  Dennis. 

IX.  Annetie,  born  February  6,  1646,  married 
first  Martin  Ryerse,  and  secondly  Joost  Fransz. 

X.  Elizabeth,  born  March  28,  1648,  married 
Cornelius  Derrick  Hogeland. 

XI.  Daniel,  born  December  29,  1650,  mar- 
ried Sara,  daughter  of  Abraham  Clock. 

Daniel  Rapalie,  youngest  child  of  Joris  Rapelie, 
was  born  on  Manhattan  Island  December  29, 
1650,  later  removed  to  Brooklyn,  and  died  there 
December  26,  1725.  He  was  a  man  of  high  stand- 
ing and  respectability,  and  was  an  elder  in  the 
Brooklyn  Refomied  Dtitch  church.  He  married, 
May  2^,  Tn7^,  Sara.  daii<rhtor  of  Al>rahani  Mar- 
tenscn  Clock.  The  latter  was  one  of  the  early 
proprietors  of  New  Amsterdam.  His  name  ap- 
pears on  an  old  map  of  New  Amsterdam,  the  loca- 
tion being  Hanover  Square,  and  the  tradition 
being  that  this  name  was  g^iven  to  it  by  the  family 
of  Daniel  Rapelie,  by  his  wife.  Sara  (Clock) 
Rapelie  had  issue:    Joris,  bom  March  4,  1675; 
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Daniel ;  Catharine,  who  married  Joseph  Van  Clief ; 
Annetie;  Mary,  who  married  Elbert  Hegeman; 
Sarah,  who  married  Peter  Luyster;  and  Daniel, 
bom  March  5,  1691,  who  married,  October  17, 
171 1,  Aeltie,  a  daughter  of  Johannes  Cornell.  Jle 
removed  to  Newtown  and  bought  the  farm  (mi 
Flushing  Bay. 

Lieutenant  Joris  Rapelie,  eldest  son  of  Daniel 
and  Sara  (Clock)  Rapelie,  was  born  in  Brooklyn 
March  4,  1675.  He  was  the  chief  brewer  of  the 
town,  held  the  position  of  lieutenant  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's forces,  and  resided  in  Newtown.  In  the 
building  of  the  edifice  of  the  Reformed  Low  Dutch 
chiu*ch  congregation  of  Newtown,  December  2, 
1731,  it  is  said  that  "encouraging  advance  having 
been  made  in  obtaining  subscriptions  (amounting 
to  12^^  I2S.),  the  congregation,  on  May  27,  1732, 
appointed  their  brethren  and  faithful  friends, 
Abraham  Remsen,  Isaac  Brogaw,  Joris  Rapelie, 
Abraham  Lent,  Nicholas  Berrien  and  Abraham 
BrinkerhoflF,  a  committee  to  superintend  the  build- 
ing of  the  church,  who  forthwith  entered  upon  ar- 
rangements for  the  work." 

Lieutenant  Joris  Rapelie  married  Agnes, 
daughter  of  Cornelius  Berrien.  He  was  a  man  of 
education  and  prominence.  He  settled  in  Flat- 
bush,  and  later  removed  to  Newtown,  where 
during  the  previous  year  he  and  his  brother-in- 
law,  Abraham  BrinkerhoflF,  bought  over  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  at  the  head  of  Flushing  Bay. 
His  wife  was  Jannetje,  daughter  of  Jan  Stryker. 
Lieutenant  Joris  Rapelie,  by  his  wife  Agnes  (Ber- 
rien) Rapelie,  had  issue,  Daniel,  Cornelius,  Abra- 
ham, Jane,  John,  Jacob  and  Jeronuis. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  RAPELYE,  FIFTH  CHILD  OF 

JORIS. 

John  Rapelye,  fifth  child  of  Lieutenant  Joris 
and  Agnes  (Berrien)  Rapelye,  was  born  June  11, 
171 T,  in  the  house  which  his  father  Joris  built. 
This  is  still  standing  and  in  good  preservation, 
being  the  property  of  the  Elliott  family,  of  Corona. 
In  1743  John  and  his  brother  Jeromus  bought  the 
paternal  estate,  which  they  divided,  John  retaining 
the  farm  more  recently  occupied  by  Robert  Willett. 
He  died  of  consumption  February  11,  1756.    He 


married,  January  12,  1733,  Maria,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Lent,  son  of  Ryck,  eldest  son  of  Abra- 
ham Rycken,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Lent. 
Their  children  were:  George,  born  October  22, 
1733 ;  Anna  Catrina,  bom  August  10,  1736,  who 
married  Jacobus  Riker;  Abraham,  bom  Novem- 
ber 21,  1739;  and  Daniel,  bom  August  15,  1745, 
who  married  Ellen,  daughter  of  William  Livisay. 

George  Rapelye,  eldest  son  of  John  and  Maria 
(Lent)  Rapelye,  was  born  October  27,  1733. 
After  the  Revolution  he  settled  at  Communipaw, 
New  Jersey,  and  on  March  22,  1791,  was  acci- 
dentally drowned  in  coming  to  New  York.  His 
remains  were  recovered  and  buried  at  Communi- 
paw. He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Colonel  Ber- 
nard Bloom,  of  Newtown.  His  widow  died  June 
4,  1 8 19,  aged  eighty-six,  and  was  interred  at  New- 
town. Their  children  were :  John,  bom  February 
7,  1757;  Bernard,  born  August  27,  1759;  and 
George,  lK>rn  March  14,  1763.  The  latter  married 
Anna,  daughter  of  Paul  Vandervoort,  and  being 
knocked  overboard  by  the  boom  of  a  vessel,  was 
drowned  in  the  East  river  May  28,  1789,  leaving 
issue  two  sons,  George  and  Paul,  the  first  of  whom 
was  also  drowned  at  New  York  several  years 
after.  Thus  by  a  singular  fatality  a  father,  son 
and  grandson,  each  bearing  the  same  name,  met  a 
watery  grave.  Paul  occupied  the  farm  upon  New- 
town creek  formerly  owned  by  Thomas  Alsop. 

John  Rapelye,  eldest  child  of  George  and  Mary 
(Bloom)  Rapelye,  was  born  February  7,  1757. 
He  purchased  a  farm  in  Newtown  from  Captain 
William  Wcyman,  and  resided  in  the  old  farm 
house,  which  is  still  standing,  being  occupied  by 
the  son  and  datighters  of  his  son-in-law,  Benjamin 
Moore.  He  married  Lemma  Boice,  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  died  April  5,  1829.  She  died  September 
IS,  1832.  They  had  issue  George  I.,  Jacob,  Jane, 
who  married  Benjamin  Moore,  and  Mary.  The 
eldest  son,  George  I.,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  his 
parents  and  grandparents  having  gone  there  with 
many  other  loyalists  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution. 
Both  their  sons  became  two  of  the  most  prominent 
members  of  the  Rapelye  family.  George  I.,  the 
eldest  son,  was  born  February  7,  1787,  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Newtown,  first  locating  for  a 
few  years  at  Bowery  Bay,  and  afterward  purchased 
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Captain  William  Weyman's  farm.  He  lived  there 
for  the  rest  of  his  life — a  period  of  almost  ninety 
years,  dying  on  April  23,  1883,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  ninety-six  years  and  two  months.  He  was 
familiarly  known  as  "Uncle  George,"  and  for  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  was  the  oldest  inhabitant  of 
the  town.  He  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  Tames' 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  of  Newtown  village, 
and  held  that  and  the  office  of  warden  for  a  period 
of  sixty  years.  He  held  several  town  offices, 
notably  that  of  commissioner  of  highways,  and 
also  inspector  of  turnpikes.  He  was  the  last  of 
his  generation. 

Jacob  Rapelye,  the  seco^id  child  of  John  and 
Lemma  (Boice)  Rapelye,  was  bom  in  Newtown 
September  8,  1788.  When  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  United  States 
Bank  in  New  York  City,  but  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  of  181 2  he  obtained  a  commission  as 
first  lieutenant  of  artillery,  and  was  very  active  in 
the  defense  of  New  York  City.  He  was  afterward 
appointed  adjutant  to  General  Izard  and  did  act- 
ive duty  throughout  the  war,  and  at  its  close  re- 
moved to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  engaged 
in  the  dry-goods  business.  In  18 16  he  received 
the  appointment  of  deputy  secretary  of  state  of 
South  Carolina.  During  the  insurrection  of  the 
negroes  in  that  state  Mr.  Rapelye  was  placed  by 
the  governor  on  a  committee  of  investigation,  and 
he  did  much  in  restoring  public  safety. 

In  1828  Mr.  Rapelye  settled  in  Brookly^i  and 
made  his  home  at  the  corner  of  Atlantic  avenue 
and  Clinton  street,  where  the  South  Brooklyn 
Savings  Bank  now  stands.  After  living  there  for 
many  years  he  removed  to  145  Columbia  Heights. 
When  he  came  to  Brooklyn  he  entered  into  the 
real  estate  business,  with  Mr.  Charles  Hoyt  as  his 
partner,  and  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  the 
widening  and  improvement  of  Atlantic  avenue 
and  in  the  opening  of  Clinton  and  Court  streets. 
He  was  also  interested  in  the  establishing  of  South 
Ferry  and  did  much  to  further  the  work.  In  1837 
he  invented  a  machine  to  clean  the  streets,  the 
brooms  of  which  were  on  long  arms  which  re- 
volved like  a  windmill ;  but  on  its  first  trial  it  was 
destroyed  by  an  angry  mob  who  thought  that  its 
use  would  throw  them  out  of  employment ! 


Mr.  Rapelye,  in  connection  with  Cornelius  J. 
Bergen  and  Alexander  Bergen,  took  a  very  active 
part  in  the  opening  of  that  part  of  South  Brooklyn 
that  is  near  Carroll  Park.  In  1853  he  bought  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  at  Newtown  and  named  the 
tract  Laurel  Hill.  There  Mr.  Rapelye  built  him- 
self a  fine  mansion  and  made  it  his  home  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  August  21,  1867.  Always  of  a 
kindly  and  charitable  disposition,  he  possessed 
many  friends.  He  was  identified  with  the  Protest- 
ant Episcopal  church,  and  rendered  material  aid 
toward  the  building  of  St.  Luke's,  the  first  St. 
John's  and  Emanuel  churches  of  Brooklyn.  He 
married,  September  9,  1818,  Elizabeth  Van  Mater, 
and  had  issue:  Margaret,  bom  December  11, 
1819 ;  Lemma  Ann,  bom  at  Laurel  Hill  September 
17,  1821,  and  died  January  31,  1824;  Catharine, 
born  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  December  26, 
1822,  and  died  at  Newtown  December  18,  1895 ; 
John,  bom  in  Newtown  December  30,  1824,  died 
December  10,  1825 ;  Gilbert  Van  Mater,  bom  at 
Newtown  August  18,  1826,  and  resides  at  Rhine- 
beck,  New  York ;  John,  bom  August  4,  1828,  and 
died  August  10,  1844;  Augustus,  bom  March  29, 
1830,  and  died  February  7,  1900;  Lemma  Ann, 
bom  September  11,  1831,  and  died  November  26, 
1874;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born  June  11,  1833,  died 
May  29,  1866;  and  Jane  Moore,  bom  September 
28,  1839,  ^"^  died  September  17,  1883. 

Augustus  Rapelye,  seventh  child  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Van  Mater)  Rapelye,  was  bom  in 
Brooklyn  March  29,  1830,  and  died  February  7, 
1900.  After  his  father's  death  he  resided  for  some 
years  at  Laurel  Hill,  where  his  father  had  previ- 
ously settled.  In  June,  1885,  he  married  Miss 
Helen  Schroeder,  of  Woodside,  a  daughter  of 
Herman  Schroeder,  of  an  old  and  highly  honored 
family  of  Gennan  descent.  Mr.  Rapelye  in  1890 
removed  to  Newtown  village  and  purchased  the 
Sackett- Moore  place,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  For  many  years  he  conducted  a  real  estate 
business  in  New  York,  but  about  1890  he  retired 
from  active  business  life  and  occupied  his  time 
with  his  many  home  pursuits.  He  was  a  public- 
spirited  man  and  took  an  active  interest  in  town 
and  church  affairs.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education  for  district 
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No.  I  of  the  old  town  of  Xewtown,  and  on  the  re- 
tirement of  Judge  Garretson  from  the  presidency 
of  the  board  he  was  elected  to  that  position,  con- 
tinuing until  the  consolidation  of  the  town  with 
Greater  New  York.    He  took  a  great  interest  in 
the  school  and  was  a  most  active  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  the  board.    In  church  affairs  he  was  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  laymen  in  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  diocese  of  Long  Island.    For  some  years 
he  was  warden  and  treasurer  of  St.  James'  church, 
of  Elmhurst,  of  which  he  had  been  a  faithful  mem- 
ber for  many  3'ears,  and  was  the  chairman  of  all 
the  important  committees  of  the  vestrv    of   that 
church.     He  was  a  member  and  secretary  of  the 
standing  committee  of  the  diocese  of  Long  Island, 
and  was  one  of  its  trustees  as  well  as  a  member  of 
the  missionary  committee.    He  was  a  lay  delegate 
from  St.  James'  church  to  the  arch-deaconry  of 
Queens  and  Nassau  in  1898,  and  was  a  delegate  to 
the  general  convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
church    in    Am.erica,  held  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
He  was  treasurer  of  the  jubilee  fund  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  which  was  added  to  the  Episco- 
pal fund  of  the  diocese  to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary    of    Bishop    Littlejohn's    episcopate. 
Mr.  Rapelye    was    an    intimate  and  confidential 
friend  of  the  bishop,  and  was  greatly  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  the  clergy  throughout  the 
diocese. 

■ 

LINE    OF    CAPTAIN    JEROMUS    RAPELIE,    YOUNGEST 
CHILD  OF  LIEUTENANT  JORIS  AND  AGNES  (bER- 
RIEN)   R.\PELIE   (JORIS,  DANIEL,  JORIS). 

Captain  Jeromus  Rapelie,  youngest  child  of 
Lieutenant  Joris  and  Agnes  (Berrien)  Rapelie, 
was  bom  September  14,  171 7.  He  bought  the 
homestead  half  of  the  paternal  farm  on  Flushing 
bay,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  business.  He 
held  a  commission  as  captain  of  militia,  was  a  man 
of  great  resolution  and  energy,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  a  man  of  large  and  heavy  frame,  while  his 
wife  was  remarkable  for  her  diminutiveness.  He 
married  Wyntie,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  Lent,  a 
son  of  Ryck,  eldest  son  of  Abraham  Rycken,  who 
assumed  the  name  of  Lent. 

An  interesting  incident  is  related  of  Wyntie 


Rapelie,  showing  the  strong  political  differences 
that  divided  neighbors  and  friends  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Maria  Rapalie, 
mother  of  George  Rapalie  and  grandmother  of  the 
last  Cornelius,  was  spending  a  social  afternoon 
with  her  neighbor,  the  wife  of  Captain  Jeromus 
Rapelie.  At  the  tea  table  the  good  hostess  had 
prepared  to  serve  up  her  choicest  tea,  not  recog- 
nizing the  right  of  Congress  to  deprive  her  of  her 
favorite  beverage.  But  her  guest,  who  entertained 
o])posite  views,  declined  to  partake,  and  upon 
being  pressed  for  her  reason,  replied:  "Cousin 
Wyntie,  I  cannot  do  it ;  it's  against  my  principles." 
Overcome  by  a  sense  of  their  unhappy  position, 
both  fell  to  weeping.  Mrs.  Rapelie  adhered  to  her 
purpose,  though  the  two  friends  lived  to  drink  tea 
together  in  more  auspicious  times. 

Captain  Jeromus  Rai)elie,  by  his  wife  Wyntie 
(Lent)  Rapelie,  had  issue:  George,  born  Decem- 
ber 12,  1739;  Abraham,  bom  December  10,  1741 ; 
Daniel,  born  November  27,  1743,  died  September 
9,  1762:  Jacobus,  born  February  15,  1746;  Cor- 
uelius,  born  August  10,  1748;  Jeromus,  born  Au- 
gust 2^,  175 1 ;  and  John,  bom  March  9,  1755,  and 
died  September  9,  1776. 

CoRNFJ.ius  Rapp:lik.  fifth  child  of  Captain 
Jeromus  and  Wyntie  (Lent)  Rapelie,  was  born  at 
Newtown  August  10,  1748,  resided  in  Newtown 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  then  went  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  remained  some  vears.  On  his  return 
he  took  charge  of  the  tavern  (now  the  Rapelye 
House),  which  he  carried  on  until  his  death.  He 
married,  November  17,  1780,  Maria,  daughter  of 
his  cousin,  Jacobus  Riker. 

Jacobus  Riker  was  bom  in  1736  and  named 
after  his  uncle,  Jacob  Van  Alst.  He  remained  on 
the  parental  farm  at  Newtow*n.  He  married,  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1761,  Anna  Catrina,  daughter  of  John 
Rapelye,  and  May  r,  1770,  after  his  father's  death, 
bought  the  homestead.  In  the  Revolution  .he  de- 
sired to  take  no  part,  and  only  by  circumstances 
and  influences  peculiarly  adverse  was  he  found, 
like  many  others,  to  yield  an  apparent  compliance 
wMth  loyalist  measures.  But  his  observation  and 
own  bitter  experience  during  that  reign  of  terror 
had  the  effect  of  attaching  him  firmly  to  the  Re- 
publican party,  with  which  from  the  peace  of  1783 
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he  uniformly  acted  in  exercising  the  right  of  suf- 
frage. He  was  a  man  of  considerable  ingenuity, 
and  thoroughly  Dutch  in  language  and  habits. 
Faithful  in  the  practice  of  useful  industry,  pru- 
dence and  strict  integrity,  he  enjoyed  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  served 
as  an*  elder  in  the  Dutch  church  at  Newtown. 
Maria,  his  eldest  child,  born  March  27,  1762,  was 
married  to  Cornelius  Rapelie.  Jacob  Riker  was 
the  son  of  Abraham  (3d),  son  of  Abraham  (2d), 
son  of  Abraham  Riker,  the  ancestor. 

Cornelius  Rapelie,  by  his  wife  Maria  (Riker) 
Rapelie,  had  issue:  Grace,  born  August  20,  1782; 
Jeromus,  bom  May  27,  1784,  at  Newtown ;  Jero- 
mus,  born  at  Shelburn,  Nova  Scotia,  May  27, 
1788 ;  James  Riker,  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  January 
3,  1790;  and  George,  born  in  Newtown  February 

IS,  1793. 

George  Rapelye,  the  last  mentioned,  was  born 
in  Newtown  <  Februar)^  15,  1793,  and  became  a 
prominent  New  Yo;-k  merchant  and  carried  on  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  on  Catharine  street  for 
many  years,  where  he  accumulated  a  fortune.  He 
owned  a  fine  residence  on  Madison  street,  which 
was  then  a  fashionable  part  of  the  city,  making  his 
summer  residence  at  the  present  Rapelye  home- 
stead in  Astoria.  He  married  Jane  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Adrianne  Suydam,  son  of  Cap- 
tain Lambert,  son  of  Hendrick  (2d),  son  of  Hen- 
drick  RyCken. 

Hendrick  Rycken,  a  member  of  the  Riker  fam- 
ily, came  from  Suydam,  Holland,  in  1665,  and  set- 
tled in  New  Amsterdam,  at  what  was  called 
Smith's  Fly,  where  he  purchased  a  house  and  land 
in  1678.  He  removed  to  Flatbush  with  his  wife, 
Ida  Jacobs,  and  acquired  a  large  estate.  His  chil- 
dren took  the  name  of  Suydam. 

Hendrick  Suydam,  son  of  Hendrick  Rycken, 
became  a  farmer  at  Bedford  (a  part  of  Brooklyn), 
where  lie  bought  a  farm  of  his  father  in  1698.  He 
died  subsequent  to  1743.  By  his  wife  Bennetie 
he  had  Lambert  Hendrick  (3d)  and  Elsie. 

Captain  Lam.bert  Suydam,  eldest  child  of  Hen- 
drick (2d)  and  Bennetie  his  wife,  resided  at  Bed- 
ford. In  1749  he  was  commissioned  captain  of 
the  Kings  county  troop  of  horse.    He  died  in  1767. 


He  married  Abigail  Leflferts  and  had  Hendrick, 
Bennetie,  Jane,  Ida  and  Jacobus. 

Jacobus  Suydam  was  born  at  Bedford  Decem- 
ber 4,  1758,  became  a  New  York  merchant  and  re- 
sided at  Bedford.  In  1794  he  bought  the  estate  of 
William  Lawrence,  in  Newtown,  and  lived  there 
until  his  death,  June  11,  1825.  He  married  Adri- 
ana,  daughter  of  Captain  Cornelius  Rapelye,  and 
had  issue :  Lambert,  Cornelius  Rapelye,  Abigail, 
Adriana,  James,  Jane  Maria  and  Henry. 

Jane  Maria  married  George  Rapelye,  and  had 
a  son  named  Cornelius. 

Cornelius  Rapelye,  only  child  of  George  and 
Jane  Maria  (Suydam)  Rapelye,  was  born  in  New 
York  November  t6,  1833.  His  mother  died  dur- 
ing his  early  childhood,  and  he  was  raised  by  his 
aunt,  Grace  Rapelye  Traflford,  who  did  her  best 
to  supply  the  place  of  a  mother.  She  was  the 
widow  of  John  Traflford,  and  her  son  became 
prominent  in  the  public  aflfairs  of  Astoria  and  did 
much  for  its  growth  and  development. 

The  following  armorial  bearings  were  granted 
June  27,  1586,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to 
William  Burroughs,  Esq. :  "Clerk  and  comptroller 
of  the  Queen's  Navy,  son  of  Walter  Burroughs, 
at  Northam,  near  Barnstable  in  the  county  of 
Devon."  Arms — Azure;  a  bend  wavy;  argent, 
between  two  fleurs  de  lis,  ermine.  The  family  of 
Burroughs  have  been  highly  honored  by  their  sov- 
ereigns at  diflferent  periods,  and  always  distin- 
guished for  their  loyalty  and  great  learning. 

John  Burroughs,  the  progenitor  of  the  Ameri- 
can family  of  this  name,  was  bom  in  Dorsetshire, 
England,  in  161 7,  and  is  found  at  Salem  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1642.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Long  Parliament  that  assembled 
November  3,  1640,  which  was  dissolved  by  Crom- 
well, and  with  many  others  fled  from  England  to 
escape  religious  persecution.  He  removed  from 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  to  Newtown,  Long  Island, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  patentees  in  1666.  He 
was  a  fine  penman,  and  filled  the  office  of  town 
clerk  for  eleven  years.  He  was  a  man  of  resolute 
character  and  a  warm  advocate  of  popular  rights. 
He  died  in  August,  1678.  His  will  is  on  record  in 
the  surrogate's  office  in  Xew  York  City.    He  left 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


28 


issue  Jeremiah,  Joseph,  John,  Joanna  and  Mary. 
Joseph  Burroughs,  son  of  John  (ist),  was  a 
worthy  citizen  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.    He  died  February  i6,  1738.  His 
son,  John  Burroughs,  married  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Renne.    He  served  the  next  year  as 
constable  of  the  town,  and  was  subsequently  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.    He  owned  land  at  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  and  was  also  interested  in  the  New  Corn- 
wall mines.     He  died  in  Newtown  July  7,  1750, 
and  his  widow  died  July  11,  1767.    Their  children 
were  John,  Samuel  and  Joanna. 

John  Burroughs  (2d),  son  of  John  (ist),  mar- 
ried, April  26,  1747,  Sarah  Hunt,  then  the  widow 
Smith.  He  inherited  the  paternal  farm,  and  died 
February  18,  1755,  leaving  an  only  child,  Joseph. 
The  latter  occupied  the  paternal  estate,  was  a  lead- 
ing man  in  the  Episcopal  church,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 24,  T820,  in  his  seventy-third  year.  He  was 
t)i\'ice  married, — first  to  Lydia,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hallitt,  by  whom  he  had  issue  John, 
Thomas,  Joseph  Hallitt,  Anna  and  Benjamin. 

Thomas  Burroughs,  son  of  Joseph,  succeeded 
to  the  paternal  farm,  and  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  George  WyckoflF,  of  Flatlands.  He  died 
September  20,  1835,  leaving  issue:  Lydia,  who 
marri.ed  George  Rapelye;  Sarah,  who  married 
Qiarles  H.  Roach ;  Joseph ;  and  Ann,  who  married 
John  B.  Hyatt ;  and  George  Wyckoff  Burroughs. 
Ann  became  the  mother  of  Lydia  Hyatt,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Cornelius  Rapelye,  and  still  re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead  in  Astoria. 

NEWELL  DWIGHT  HILLIS,  D.  D. 

Plymouth  church,  Brooklyn,  made  world- 
famous  through  the  ministry  of  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  is  scarcely  less  famed  foi;  the  fact  that  one 
from  the  west,  a  man  differing  in  perhaps  all  re- 
spects from  the  great  preacher  named,  has  com- 
mended himself  through  his  deep  conscientious- 
ness and  great  ability  to  its  large,  intelligent  and 
discriminating  congregation.  Reference  is  made 
to  the  Rev.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis,  who  received  a 
unanimous  call  to  the  pastorate  here  January  i, 
1899,  *^"d  was  installed  in  April  following,  suc- 


ceeding the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  who  had 
served  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Beecher,  and  who, 
on  retirement,  devoted  himself  entirely  to  literary 
work. 

Mr.  Hillis  was  bom  September  2,  1858,  at 
Magnolia,  Iowa,  a  son  of  Samuel  Ewing  and  Mar- 
garet Hester  (Reichte)  Hillis.  His  father  was  a 
typical  Puritan,  in  early  life  an  ardent  Whig  and 
afterward  an  Abolitionist,  and  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  higher  education  and  social  reform.  He 
was  of  Scotch-English  origin,  Hyllis  being  the 
ancient  form  of  the  family  name,  and  his  ancestors 
fought  under  Cromwell,  removing  to  Ireland  after 
the  restoration  of  the  monarchy.  Members  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  during  the  subsequent  war  with 
Great  Britain.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Hillis  was  of 
German  descent.  His  parents  made  their  home  in 
the  place  where  he  was  bom  and  where  he  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course,  afterward  attending 
an  academy  in  the  village.  He  further  pursued 
his  studies  in  Lake  Forest  University  and  in  Mc- 
Cormick  Seminary,  graduating  at  the  former 
named  in  1884  and  at  the  latter  in  1887,  with  high 
honors. 

His  life  found  early  direction  to  the  pulpit. 
At  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years  he  became  a 
missionary  for  the  American  Sunday-school 
L^nion,  and  for  two  years  he  labored  energetically 
in  establishing  Sunday-schools  and  churches.  His 
first  pastorate,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Peoria,  Illinois,  was  eminently  successful.  For 
four  years  and  a  half  afterward  he  served  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  and 
with  such  signal  success  that  he  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Central  church.  Central  Music 
Hall,  Chicago,  as  a  successor  to  the  distinguished 
Professor  David  Swing.  He  was  then  but  thirty- 
six  years  of  age,  but  he  amply  demonstrated  his 
genius  and  power,  and  among  his  congregation 
were  many  who,  as  did  the  writer  of  this  sketch, 
estimated  his  ability  as  beyond  that  of  him  whom 
he  succeeded.  Some  four  years  later  he  was  called 
to  his  present  charge,  as  herinbefore  related. 

From  the  time  of  his  coming  historic  Plymouth 
church  has  been  thronged  with  great  congrega- 
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he  uniformly  acted  in  exercising  the  right  of  suf- 
frage. He  was  a  man  of  considerable  ingenuity, 
and  thoroughly  Dutch  in  language  and  habits. 
Faithful  in  the  practice  of  useful  industry,  pru- 
dence and  strict  integrity,  he  enjoyed  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  served 
as  an'  elder  in  the  Dutch  church  at  Newtown. 
Maria,  his  eldest  child,  born  March  2,y,  1762,  was 
married  to  Cornelius  Rapelie.  Jacob  Riker  was 
the  son  of  Abraham  (3d),  son  of  Abraham  (2d), 
son  of  Abraham  Riker,  the  ancestor. 

Cornelius  Rapelie,  by  his  wife  Maria  (Riker) 
Rapelie.  had  issue:  Grace,  born  August  20,  1782 ; 
Jeromus,  bom  May  27,  1784,  at  Newtown ;  Jero- 
mus,  born  at  Shelburn,  Nova  Scotia,  May  27, 
1788 ;  James  Riker,  bom  in  Nova  Scotia,  January 
3,  1790;  and  George,  born  in  Newtown  February 

15,  1793. 

George  Rapelye,  the  last  mentioned,  was  born 
in  Newtown  ^Februar)^  15,  1793,  and  became  a 
prominent  New  Yo;-k  merchant  and  carried  on  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  on  Catharine  street  for 
many  years,  where  he  accumulated  a  fortune.  He 
owned  a  fine  residence  on  Madison  street,  which 
was  then  a  fashionable  part  of  the  city,  making  his 
summer  residence  at  the  present  Rapelye  home- 
stead in  Astoria.  He  married  Jane  Maria,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Adrianne  Suydam,  son  of  Cap- 
tain Lambert,  son  of  Hendrick  (2d),  son  of  Hen- 
drick  Rycken. 

Hendrick  Rycken,  a  member  of  the  Riker  fam- 
ily, came  from  Suydam,  Holland,  in  1665,  and  set- 
tled in  New  Amsterdam,  at  what  was  called 
Smith's  Fly,  where  he  purchased  a  house  and  land 
in  1678.  He  removed  to  Flatbush  with  his  wife, 
Ida  Jacobs,  and  acquired  a  large  estate.  His  chil- 
dren took  the  name  of  Suydam. 

Hendrick  Suydam,  son  of  Hendrick  Rycken, 
became  a  farmer  at  Bedford  (a  part  of  Brooklyn), 
where  lie  bought  a  farm  of  his  father  in  1698.  He 
died  subsequent  to  1743.  By  his  wife  Bennetie 
he  had  Lambert  Hendrick  (3d)  and  Elsie. 

Captain  Lam.bert  Suydam,  eldest  child  of  Hen- 
drick (2d)  and  Bennetie  his  wife,  resided  at  Bed- 
ford. In  1749  he  was  commissioned  captain  of 
the  Kings  county  troop  of  horse.    He  died  in  1767. 


He  married  Abigail  LeflFerts  and  had  Hendrick, 
Bennetie,  Jane,  Ida  and  Jacobus. 

Jacobus  Suydam  was  born  at  Bedford  Decem- 
ber 4,  1758,  became  a  New  York  merchant  and  re- 
sided at  Bedford.  In  1794  he  bought  the  estate  of 
William  Lawrence,  in  Newtown,  and  lived  there 
until  his  death,  June  11,  1825.  He  married  Adri- 
ana,  daughter  of  Captain  Cornelius  Rapelye,  and 
had  issue :  Lambert,  Cornelius  Rapelye,  Abigail, 
Adriana,  James,  Jane  Maria  and  Henry. 

Jane  Maria  married  George  Rapelye,  and  had 
a  son  named  Cornelius. 

Cornelius  Rapelye,  only  child  of  George  and 
Jane  Maria  (Suydam)  Rapelye,  was  bom  in  New 
York  November  t6,  1833.  His  mother  died  dur- 
ing his  early  childhood,  and  he  was  raised  by  his 
aunt,  Grace  Rapelye  Trafford,  who  did  her  best 
to  supply  the  place  of  a  mother.  She  was  the 
widow  of  John  Trafford,  and  her  son  became 
prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  Astoria  and  did 
much  for  its  growth  and  development. 

The  following  armorial  bearings  were  granted 
June  27,  1586,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to 
William  Burroughs,  Esq. :  "Clerk  and  comptroller 
of  the  Queen's  Navy,  son  of  Walter  Burroughs, 
at  Northam,  near  Barnstable  in  the  county  of 
Devon."  Arms — Azure;  a  bend  wavy;  argent, 
between  two  fleurs  de  lis,  ermine.  The  family  of 
Burroughs  have  been  highly  honored  by  their  sov- 
ereigns at  different  periods,  and  always  distin- 
guished for  their  loyalty  and  great  learning. 

John  Burroughs,  the  progenitor  of  the  Ameri- 
can family  of  this  name,  was  bom  in  Dorsetshire, 
England,  in  1617,  and  is  found  at  Salem  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1642.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Long  Parliament  that  assembled 
November  3,  1640,  which  was  dissolved  by  Crom- 
well, and  with  many  others  fled  from  England  to 
escape  religious  persecution.  He  removed  from 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  to  Newtown,  Long  Island, 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  patentees  in  1666.  He 
was  a  Pjie  penman,  and  filled  the  office  of  town 
clerk  for  eleven  years.  He  was  a  man  of  resolute 
character  and  a  warm  advocate  of  popular  rights. 
He  died  in  August,  1678.  His  will  is  on  record  in 
the  surrogate's  office  in  New  York  City.    He  left 
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issue  Jeremiah,  Joseph,  John,  Joanna  and  Mary. 
Joseph  Burroughs,  son  of  John  (ist),  was  a 
worthy  citizen  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.    He  died  February  i6,  1738.  His 
son,  John  Burroughs,  married  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Renne.    He  served  the  next  year  as 
constable  of  the  town,  and  was  subsequently  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.    He  owned  land  at  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  and  was  also  interested  in  the  New  Corn- 
wall mines.    He  died  in  Newtown  July  7,  1750, 
and  his  widow  died  July  11,  1767.    Their  children 
were  John,  Samuel  and  Joanna. 

John  Burroughs  (2d),  son  of  John  (ist),  mar- 
ried, April  26,  1747,  Sarah  Hunt,  then  the  widow 
Smith.  He  inherited  the  paternal  farm,  and  died 
February  18,  1755,  leaving  an  only  child,  Joseph. 
The  latter  occupied  the  paternal  estate,  was  a  lead- 
ing man  in  the  Episcopal  church,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 24,  1820,  in  his  seventy-third  year.  He  was 
twice  married, — first  to  Lydia,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hallitt,  by  whom  he  had  issue  John, 
Thomas,  Joseph  Hallitt,  Anna  and  Benjamin. 

Thomas  Burroughs,  son  of  Joseph,  succeeded 
to  the  paternal  farm,  and  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Wyckoff,  of  Flatlands.  He  died 
September  20,  1835,  leaving  issue:  Lydia,  who 
married  George  Rapelye;  Sarah,  who  married 
Charles  H.  Roach ;  Joseph ;  and  Ann,  who  married 
John  B.  Hyatt ;  and  George  Wyckoff  Burroughs. 
Ann  became  the  mother  of  Lydia  Hyatt,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Cornelius  Rapelye,  and  still  re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead  in  Astoria. 

NEWELL  DWIGHT  HILLIS,  D.  D. 

PI>Tnouth  church,  Brooklyn,  made  world- 
famous  through  the  ministry  of  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  is  scarcely  less  famed  fot;  the  fact  that  one 
from  the  west,  a  man  differing  in  perhaps  all  re- 
spects from  the  great  preacher  named,  has  com- 
mended himself  through  his  deep  conscientious- 
ness and  great  ability  to  its  large,  intelligent  and 
discriminating  congregation.  Reference  is  made 
to  the  Rev.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis,  who  received  a 
unanimous  call  to  the  pastorate  here  January  i, 
1899.  ^"^  ^^^  installed  in  April  following,  suc- 


ceeding the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott,  who  had 
served  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Beecher,  and  who, 
on  retirement,  devoted  himself  entirely  to  literary 
work. 

Mr.  Hillis  was  bom  September  2,  1858,  at 
Magnolia,  Iowa,  a  son  of  Samuel  Ewing  and  Mar- 
garet Hester  (Reichte)  Hillis.  His  father  was  a 
typical  Puritan,  in  early  life  an  ardent  Whig  and 
afterward  an  Al)olitionist,  and  was  deeply  inter- 
ested in  higher  education  and  social  reform.  He 
was  of  Scotch-English  origin,  Hyllis  being  the 
ancient  form  of  the  family  name,  and  his  ancestors 
fought  under  Cromwell,  removing  to  Ireland  after 
the  restoration  of  the  monarchy.  Members  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  during  the  subsequent  war  with 
Great  Britain.  The  mother  of  Dr.  Hillis  was  of 
German  descent.  His  parents  made  their  home  in 
the  place  where  he  was  born  and  where  he  com- 
pleted the  high  school  course,  afterward  attending 
an  academy  in  the  village.  He  further  pursued 
his  studies  in  Lake  Forest  University  and  in  Mc- 
Cormick  Seminary,  graduating  at  the  former 
named  in  1884  and  at  the  latter  in  1887,  with  high 
honors. 

His  life  found  early  direction  to  the  pulpit. 
At  the  early  age  of  seventeen  years  he  became  a 
missionarv  for  the  American  Sundav-school 
L^nion,  and  for  two  years  he  labored  energetically 
in  establishing  Sunday-schools  and  churches.  His 
first  pastorate,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Peoria,  Illinois,  was  eminently  successful.  For 
four  years  and  a  half  afterward  he  served  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  and 
with  such  signal  success  that  he  was  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Central  church.  Central  Music 
Hall,  Giicago,  as  a  successor  to  the  distinguished 
Professor  David  Swing.  He  was  then  but  thirty- 
six  years  of  age,  but  he  amply  demonstrated  his 
genius  and  power,  and  among  his  congregation 
were  many  who,  as  did  the  writer  of  this  sketch, 
estimated  his  ability  as  beyond  that  of  him  whom 
he  succeeded.  Some  four  years  later  he  was  called 
to  his  present  charge,  as  herinbefore  related. 

From  the  time  of  his  coming  historic  Plymouth 
church  has  been  thronged  with  great  congrega- 
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tions.  His  methods  and  style  are  peculiar  to  him- 
self, and  he  is  comparable  with  none  other.  Or- 
derly and  logical  in  his  mental  processes,  thor- 
oughly trained  in  theolog}'  but  too  broad-minded 
to  make  subtle  theological  distinctions,  a  profound 
lover  of  the  truth,  his  teachings  are  eminently 
practical  and  helpful  to  "all  sorts  and  conditions 
of  men."  With  wonderful  command  of  language, 
never  hesitating  for  want  of  a  word  or  misusing 
one,  his  utterances  flow  with  almost  poetic  rythm. 
His  illustrations,  drawn  from  every-day  life  and 
from  recollections  of  scenes  of  nature,  are  capti- 
vating. He  has  none  of  the  trickeries  of  stage 
oratory,  and  in  none  of  his  utterances  does  he 
merely  strive  to  please  the  ear.  In  all,  he  im- 
presses the  hearer  with  the  conviction  that  he 
seeks  to  aid  him  to  a  better  personal  life  and  a 
broader  scope  of  mental  vision. 

The  congregation  to  which  Dr.  Hillis  ad- 
dresses himself  is  not  to  be  numbered  by  those 
who  hear  his  voice.  During  his  pastorate  in  Chi- 
cago his  sermons  were  published  in  full  in  one  of 
the  leading  daily  newspapers,  and  since  his  com- 
ing to  Brooklyn  a  journal  of  that  city  has  given 
them  similar  publicity.  Aside  from  his  church' 
labors  he  is  a  very  busy  man,  and  is  much  in  de- 
mand as  a  lecturer  before  leading  educational 
institutions  and  other  important  audiences.  His 
is  a  prolific  pen,  and  among  his  best  known  works 
are  "A  Man's  Value  to  Society"  (1896,  thirteen 
editions)  ;  "The  Investment  of  Influence"  ( 1896, 
nine  editions)  Toretokens  of  Immortality" 
(1897,  seven  editions),  and  "How  the  Inner 
Light  Failed"  (1898,  four  editions).  His  lec- 
ture on  "John  Ruskin's  Message  to  the  Twentieth 
Century"  has  been  delivered  over  two  hundred 
times.  In  January,  1902,  Dr.  Hillis  entered  upon 
an  effort  for  the  erection  of  a  Beecher  Memorial 
Building  adjacent  to  Plymouth  church.  In 
recognition  of  his  scholarly  attainments.  Dr. 
Hillis  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
from  Northwestern  University,  Illinois,  in  1894. 

Dr.  HilHs  was  married,  April  14,  1887,  at 
Marengo,  Illinois,  to  ^liss  Annie  Louise,  daugh- 
ter of  R.  M.  Patrick,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  of  the  njarriage. 


EDWARD  DAILY. 

Edward  Daily,  a  prominent  and  representative 
citizen  of  Babylon,  Long  Island,  was  born  in  that 
town  February  6,  1851,  a  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Ann  Daily,  the  former  named  being  a  native  of 
County  Westmeath,  Ireland.  In  1847  Nicholas 
Daily  emigrated  to  this  country  with  the  view  of 
improving  his  opportunities  in  life  and  settled  at 
Babylon,  Suffolk  county,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
maining years  of  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of  keen 
discernment  and  practical  business  knowledge, 
and  his  time  and  attention  were  devoted  to  various 
occupations.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Corcoran, 
who  was  also  born  in  County  Westmeath,  Ireland, 
a  daughter  of  Michael  Corcoran,  who  was 
for  many  years  a  worthy  and  respected  citi- 
zen of  County  Westmeath,  and  about  the  year 
1853  ^^G  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Suffolk  comity,  where  he  resided  for  a  short  period 
of  time.  His  death  occurred  in  New  York  City  in 
1854,  and  his  wife,  Mary  Corcoran,  died  in  the 
land  of  her  nativity.  Eleven  children  were  bom 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daily,  seven  of  whom  are  still 
living:  Annie,  wife  of  James  Doran;  Thomas,  a 
resident  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island;  Louise,  wife 
of  John  M.  Bayles;  William  J.,  who  resides  in 
New  York  City ;  Julia,  wife  of  Edward  McAuliff, 
and  Charles  S.  Daily,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Islip, 
Suffolk  county.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
at  Babylon,  September  6,  1900,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  January  25,  1893. 

Edward  Daily,  eldest  son  of  Nicholas  and  Ann 
Daily,  received  his  education  from  private  tutors 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  ten  years,  when  he 
entered  the  public  school  of  his  native  town.  Af- 
ter completing  his  studies  he  learned  the  paper 
making  trade,  which  he  pursued  for  a  short  period 
of  time.  When  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  having 
acquired  a  fondness  for  horses,  he  assumed  the 
responsible  charge  of  one  of  the  best  stables  in 
the  country,  which  was  located  at  Islip,  Long  Isl- 
and, among  the  horses  stabled  there  being  the 
renowned  gelding  "Dexter."  Mr.  Daily  was  both 
industrious  and  frugal  in  his  habits,  and  in  1871 
he  was  enabled  to  establish  business  on  his  own 
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account.  His  first  enterprise  was  in  the  town  of 
Babylon,  when  he  engaged  in  the  livery  trade,  and 
in  1875  and  1876  he  conducted  an  undertaking 
business  in  connection  with  his  livery  establish- 
ment. His  business  methods  were  honorable,  his 
energ}-  imflagging,  his  perseverance  unwavering 
and  his  integrity  unassailable,  and  to  these  quali- 
ties his  splendid  success  is  attributable. 

In  his  poltical  affiliations,  ^Ir.  Daily  is  an 
ardent  Democrat  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  and 
has  served  his  party  in  numerous  county  con- 
ventions. In  1876  he  was  nominated  and  elected 
to  the  office  of  highway  commissioner,  and  served 
two  terms  of  three  years  each ;  in  1883  he  was 
elected  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  served  three 
terms  of  one  year  each.  In  1893  he  was  instru- 
mental in  the  incorporation  of  the  village  of  Baby- 
lon, and  the  following  year  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  served  for  four  con- 
secutive terms.  In  1900  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  village,  and  re-elected  in  1901  and  1902; 
in  1899  Mr.  Daily  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
supervisor  of  the  town  of  Babylon,  and  in  1901 
was  re-elected  for  a  term  of  two  years. 

January  31,  1875,  Mr.  Daily  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Horan,  daughter  of 
Hugh  and  Ann  (Burns)  Horan.  The  surviving 
children  of  this  union  are :  J.  Henry,  Edward  H., 
Helen  M.,  Elizabeth  D.,  Grace  C,  Raymond,  and 
William  Daily.  In  social  circles  the  family  hold 
an  enviable  position  and  their  home  is  justly  cele- 
brated for  its  hospitality. 

HENRY  N.  CORWITH. 

The  Corwith  family  of  Bridgehampton,  Long 
Island,  have  a  tradition  that  their  first  ancestor 
was  a  French  Huguenot,  but  the  name  is  de- 
cidedly of  Welsh  origin.  The  founder  of  the 
American  branch  of  the  family  was  David  Car- 
wx-then,  as  the  name  was  then  written,  who  be- 
came a  prominent  resident  of  Southold,  Long  Isl- 
and. In  England  the  family  name  appears  as 
Carwithe.  It  appeared  as  Corwithe  for  many 
years  on  Long  Island  and  was  given  its  present 
form  of  Corwith  by  Henry  Corwith,  son  of 
Gurdon  Corwithe.    David  Carwvthen  lived  for  a 


time  at  Marblehead,  Massachusetts.  In  1643  he 
served  the  town  in  the  capacity  of  constable,  be- 
came a  member  of  the  church  at  Salem  in  1649, 
and  his  death  occurred  at  Southold  in  the  year 
1665.  His  will,  dated  August  30,  1665,  and 
proved  the  same  year,  mentions  his  children  as 
Caleb,  Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr. 
Crowmer  of  Corwin,  David,  Sarah,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Curtis,  and  Martha 
Corwithen.  David  Corwithen,  of  East  or  Bridge- 
hampton, was  born  in  Boston  in  166 1,  and  his 
sons,  David,  James  and  John,  were  all  bap- 
tized in  East  Hampton  in  171 1.  David  Cor- 
withe was  born  about  the  year  1700,  and 
married  a  sister  of  Deacon  James  Haines; 
he  resided  in  Rufus  Rose's  Lane,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  store ;  his  children  were  Caleb  and  David 
Corwith,  who  had  children,  David  Burnett, 
Henry  and  Caleb.  He  was  a  resident  of  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  removed  from  there  to  Lyon, 
New  York,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  town, 
and  finally  located  on  Long  Island.  ^Henry  Cor- 
with, born  on  Long  Island,  had  the  follow- 
ing named  children :  David,  Frank,  Gur- 
don and  William  Corwith.  Gurdon  Corwith 
had  the  following  named  children:  Henry,  Na- 
than, Susan,  Mary,  Phoebe,  John,  Edward,  Sarah 
and  John  Erastus  Corwith. 

Edward  H.  Corwith,  father  of  Henry  N. 
Corwith,  was  born  at  Bridgehampton,  Long  Isl- 
and, where  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  but  in 
early  life  he,  accompanied  by  his  three  brothers, 
went  out  west  and  settled  in  Galena,  Illinois, 
where  they  became  merchants,  lead  miners  and 
bankers,  and  were  also  extensively  engaged  in 
lumber  operations  in  northern  Wisconsin.  The 
brothers  were  very  successful  in  all  their  enter- 
prises, and  controlled  the  largest  trade  in  that 
section  of  the  west;  they  rapidly  extended  their 
operations  and  in  time  amassed  a  competence,  and 
were  the  owners  of  an  extensive  tract  of  land. 
They  established  their  headquarters  in  Chicago, 
Illinois.  Edward  H.  Corwith  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Julia,  daughter  of  Solomon  Gray, 
and  three  sons  were  born  to  them:  Ed- 
ward G.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  New  York  City ; 
George  R.,  who  died  in  Wisconsin ;  and  Henry  N. 
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Corwith.     The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
1858  or  1859. 

Henry  N.  Corwith,  youngest  son  of  Ed- 
ward G.  and  Julia  Corwith,  was  born  in 
Orange  county.  New  York,  December  14, 
1857,  and  was  two  years  old  when  his  fa- 
ther died,  and  only  five  years  of  age  when 
his  mother  was  taken  from  him.  He  was  reared 
in  the  family  of  his  uncle,  Nathan  Corwith,  in 
Galena  and  Chicago.  The  Corwith  family  are 
well  known  in  Chicago,  being  ranked  among  the 
leading  business  men  of  that  city.  Young  Henry 
acquired  his  education  in  a  boarding  school,  then 
he  attended  the  Flushing  school,  and  later  hq 
was  a  pupil  at  the  military  academy  in  Chester. 
A  large  part  of  his  boyhood  days  were  spent 
with  his  grandparents  in  Bridgehampton,  and 
when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  commenced  his  business  career  in  the  knit 
goods  trade,  and  he  has  continued  in  the 
same  line  in  New  York  City  ever  since.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Corwith  is  a  Republican,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  supporting  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party.  He  is  an  active  and  con- 
sistent member  and  serves  in  the  capacity  of 
deacon  of  the  Brick  Presbyterian  church  in  New 
York  City. 

Mr.  Corwith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  H.  Post,  daughter  of  William  Post,  of 
Quogue,  Long  Island,  and  one  child  has  been  born 
to  them,  Louise  Post  Corwith.  They  have  a  hand- 
some and  commodious  residence  on  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York  City,  and  some  years  ago  Mr. 
Corwith  purchased  a  home  in  Bridgehampton, 
which  is  the  most  attractive  in  the  village,  where 
they  spend  the  summer  months  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  delightful  scenery  of  that  section  of 
Long  Island. 

TIMOTHY  M.  GRIPPING. 

Timothy  M.  GriflSng,  a  leading  lawyer  at  the 
Suffolk  county  bar,  was  born  at  Riveihead,  in  this 
county,  November  22,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Hub- 
bard and  Polly  (Miller)  Griffing.  The  Griffing 
family  have  for  years  been  residents  of  River- 
head,  William  Griffing,  grandfather  of  Timothy 
M.,  having  been  bom  in  that  town  March  18, 


1770.  He  built  the  old  Long  Island  House,  of 
which  he  was  proprietor  for  many  years,  and 
died  October  6,  1848,  leaving  two  sons.  Wells 
and  Hubbard.  Wells  Griffing  succeeded  to  the 
proprietorship  of  the  Long  Island  House,  and 
served  as  postmaster  of  Riverhead  for  several 
years,  with  the  postoffice  in  his  hotel. 

Hubbard  Griffing  was  bom  in  Riverhead  in 
1792.  In  early  life  he  was  a  sea  captain.  Later 
he  engaged  in  farming  in  Riverhead  and  owned 
the  property  lying  west  of  what  is  now  Griffing 
avenue,  below  the  railroad  and  on  both  sides  above 
it.  He  was  a  prominent  citizen,  at  one  time  a 
candidate  for  the  assembly,  and  an  active  worker 
in  the  Congregational  church,  which  he  served 
as  deacon.  He  was  three  times  married:  His 
first  wife,  Elizabeth  Edwards,  died  in  1819;  his 
second  wife,  Huldah  Terry,  died  in  1830,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Oliver  Hazard.  This  son  was  bom 
in  1825,  for  many  years  was  connected  with  the 
Seventh  Ward  Bank  of  New  York,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Brooklyn,  and  died  in  January,  1894.  He 
left  a  widow,  Serena  H.,  and  four  children,  Reba, 
Helen,  Edith  and  HoUis.  Mr.  Griffing's  third 
wife  was  Polly,  daughter  of  Timothy  Miller,  a 
prominent  farmer.  She  was  born  at  Miller's 
Place,  May  31,  1806.  She  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal members  of  the  Congregational  church  at 
Riverhead,  the  only  others  now  surviving  being 
Mrs.  Ira  Lane  and  John  P.  Terry.  Mrs.  Griffing 
lived  until  nearly  ninety  years  of  age  and  died 
September  30,  1895,  at  the  home  of  her  only  son, 
Timothy  M. 

Timothy  M.  Griffing  prepared  for  college  at 
Phillips  Academy,  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and 
in  i860  entered  Yale  College.  He  was  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  in  1864,  standing 
among  the  first  in  his  class.  He  commenced  to 
read  law  in  the  office  of  Miller  &  Tuthill  (the 
late  Judge  George  Miller,  uncle  of  Mr.  Griffing, 
and  the  late  Judge  James  H.  Tuthill).  In  1866 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  was  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  Albany  Law  School,  and  in  October  of 
that  year  he  opened  an  office  at  Patchogue.  His 
career  was  attended  by  rapid  success,  and  he  still 
retains  an  office  there. 

In  1875  he  came  to  Riverhead  and  at  once  rose 
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to  prominence  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  citizen.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  a  public 
spirited  and  influential  member  of  the  community, 
forwarding  all  matters  in  the  educational  and 
social  and  material  interests  of  the  village,  but 
has  repeatedly  refused  office.  Mr.  Griffing  has 
established  a  prosperous  and  successful  profes- 
sional business  and  has  attained  an  eminent  po- 
sition at  the  Long  Island  bar.  He  is  a  trustee 
of  the  Riverhead  Savings  Bank,  for  which  he  is 
attorney  and  counsel.  He  is  also  vice  president 
of  the  Suffolk  County  National  Bank,  and  is  the 
owner  of  the  fine  tower  and  mill,  a  striking  land- 
mark near  his  residence. 

In  1869  Mr.  Griffing  married  Caroline  A.  Per- 
kins, a  daughter  of  John  Perkins,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Riverhead,  who  died  in  1866.  She  is 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  an  active  and  effective  worker  in  many 
charitable  enterprises.  For  many  years  she  has 
presided  over  the  Friendly  Aid  Society,  and  by 
her  untiring  efforts  has  founded  homes  for  many 
destitute  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffing  have  five  children, 
Frederick  L.,  who  lives  in  Hastings,  Nebraska; 
Grace,  the  wife  of  Irving  W.  Hoen,  of  Balti- 
more, Maryland;  Angeline,  the  wnfe  of  L  S. 
George  Wolf,  also  of  Baltimore ;  Mabel,  and  Rob- 
ert P.  Their  three  daughters  are  graduates  of 
the  Woman's  College  of  Baltimore,  and  Robert 
P.  of  Yale  University. 

Mr.  Griffing  lives  in  the  house  in  which  he 
was  bom.  The  private  park  forming  a  part  of 
his  home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  on 
the  island.  Mr.  Griffing  received  from  the  Paris 
Exposition  of  1900  a  bronze  medal  as  an  award 
for  some  photographic  views  of  his  grounds 
which  were  exhibited  there  at  the  request  of  the 
United  States  Horticultural  Department.  The 
park  is  known  as  "Grangebel,"  having  been  named 
after  his  three  daughters. 

HIRAM  GERARD. 

Hiram  Gerard,  for  many  years  a  prominent 
resident  of  Patchogue,  Long  Island,  was  bom  in 
the  village  of  Middle  Island,  Suffolk  county,  in 


1799,  a  son  of  Zophar  and  Hannah   (Nevins) 

Gerard.    Nevins,  maternal  grandfather  of 

Hiram  Gerard,  was  a  native  of  England  and 
served  in  the  English  navy  on  board  a  man-of- 
war,  commanded  by  Captain  De  Verl.  Mr. 
Nevins  came  to  this  country  in  his  early  manhood, 
settled  in  Setauket,  Suffolk  county,  Long  Island, 
where  he  was  united  in  marriage.  He  then  lo- 
cated in  Patchogue,  purchased  a  large  tract  of 
land  and  pursued  the  occupation  of  farming  up 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  ninety  years.  Zophar 
and  Hannah  Gerard,  parents  of  Hiram  Gerard, 
had  a  family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all 
of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity. 

Hiram  Gerard  acquired  his  literary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Patchogue,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  he  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter with  his  father;  he  also  obtained  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  boat  and  ship  building 
business,  which  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal industries  of  Patchogue.  Mr.  Gerard  event- 
ually devoted  all  his  time  and  attention  to  his 
trade,  and  soon  became  the  leading  ship  builder 
on  the  south  side  of  Long  Island.  He  designed 
and  built  between  sixty  and  seventy  vessels  for 
some  of  the  best  known  captains  of  his  day,  con- 
structing the  entire  ironwork  on  some  of  them 
with  his  own  hands.  He  possessed  a  natural  me- 
chanical genius,  unbounded  energy,  perseverance 
and  honesty,  and  the  name  of  Hiram  Gerard  was 
regarded  by  all  who  knew  him  with  respect  and 
confidence  in  both  social  and  business  circles. 

Mr.  Gerard  was  married  at  Patchogue,  to  Miss 
Hannah  Nevins,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
(Smith)  Nevins,  and  the  following  named  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  them :  Hannah,  bom  Septem- 
ber 4,  1824;  Hester  Ann,  bom  September  3,  1826; 
Sarah  Jane,  born  August  12,  1828 ;  Augusta,  bom 
October  9,  1830;  Anna  Louisa,  born  December 
23,  1832,  died  in  October,  1877;  Hiram  Edwin, 
born  June  29,  1834,  died  September  26,  1864; 
Charles  H.,  born  May  15,  1837;  William  R.,  bom 
January  i,  1840,  died  October  23,  1858;  Marietta 
and  Loretta,  twins,  bom  June  15,  1842.  Loretta 
died  September  15,  1843,  ^"d  Marietta  died  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1847;  and  Thotinus,  born  February  3, 
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-.     Hiram  Edwin  Gerard, 


1847,  died  

sixth  child  in  order  of  birth  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gerard,  was  drowned  by  accident  in  the 
East  river  while  crossing  on  a  ferryboat  from 
Hunter's  Point;  two  ferr>'boats  met  in  collision 
and  it  is  supposed  that  he  was  thrown  overboard 
by  the  force  with  which  they  came  together.  His 
body  was  found  six  days  later  and  identified  by 
means  of  money  and  articles  found  in  his  clothes ; 
he  was  thirty  years  of  age  and  unmarried.  Thq 
father  of  these  children  died  at  his  residence  in 
Patchogue  on  April  21,  i860,  from  an  attack  of 
typhoid  fever;  his  wife  passed  away  March  19, 
1877.  His  life  was  noble,  honorable,  kindly  and 
just,  his  reputation  was  unassailable,  and  he  left 
to  his  sons  and  daughters  not  only  the  accumu- 
lations of  a  successful  business  career,  but  the 
priceless  heritage  of  a  good  name. 

HENRY  COOK,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  Cook,  deceased,  who  was  one  of 
the  representative  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  Suffolk  county.  Long  Island,  was  born 
in  London,  England,  in  1814,  where  his  elemen- 
tary education  was  acquired.  In  1832  his  father, 
Harry  Cook,  with  his  family,  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  England.  Dr.  Cook  desiring  to  make 
the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work,  entered 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine. 

Shortly  after  his  graduation  Dr.  Cook  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  after  remaining  there  for  a  few 
years  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  he  removed  to  Sag  Harbor,  at  the  so- 
licitation of  his  father-in-law,  Benjamin  Hunt- 
ting,  and  having  a  natural  inclination  and  apti- 
tude for  the  department  of  surgery,  to  which  he 
had  devoted  much  time  and  attention,  his  serv- 
ices were  in  great  demand  all  over  Suffolk  coun- 
ty, Long  Island,  and  the  success  which  attended 
his  efforts  was  but  a  natural  sequence.  He  was 
a  man  of  dignified  appearance,  strong  in  mind 
and  of  marked  intellectuality,  was  thoroughly  en- 
grossed in  his  profession,  and  gained  not  only 


the  respect  and  confidence,  but  the  appreciative 
affection  of  his  patients,  as  his  humanity  was 
ever  paramount  to  his  professional  or  scientific 
instincts. 

Dr.  Cook  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1850,  to 
Miss  Eloise  Augusta  Huntting,  eldest  daughter 
of  the  late  Benjamin  and  Mary  R.  (Howell) 
Huntting.  Seven  children  were  bom  to  them, 
namely:  Mary  Howell,  Mary,  Henry  F.,  Annie 
A.,  Ferdinand,  Huntting,  and  the  late  Dr.  Ed- 
mund Howell  Cook,  of  Flushing,  whose  death 
occurred  recently.  Some  years  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  the  Doctor  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage to  the  widow  of  the  late  Nathan  P.  Howell. 
Dr.  Cook  died  in  the  village  of  Sag  Harbor  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Al- 
though having  been  a  resident  of  Sag  Harbor 
for  over  forty  years,  he  never  became  a  citizen  in 
the  sense  of  naturalization,  as  he  always  claimed 
that  he  was  satisfied  with  enjoying  the  advan- 
tages which  a  residence  in  this  country  offered 
him  without  asking  the  special  prerogatives  of  a 
native  born. 

HENRY  F.  COOK. 

Henry  F.  Cook,  well  known  both  in  New 
York  City  and  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  as  a 
prominent  and  prosperous  business  man,  was 
born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  in  1855,  a  son  of 
Dr.  Henry  and  Eloise  Augusta  (Huntting)  Cook. 
When  he  was  a  very  small  child  his  parents  moved 
to  Sag  Harbor,  and  he  acquired  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  and  private  schools  of  that  vil- 
lage, and  in  Auburn,  New  York,  graduating 
from  Crittenden's  Business  College,  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania,  in  1872.  Upon  the  comple- 
tion of  his  studies  he  commenced  his  business 
career  by  engaging  with  Joseph  Fahys  in  the 
manufacture  of  watch  cases  in  New  York  City. 
His  careful  attention  to  duty  and  his  earnest  de- 
sire to  become  familiar  with  all  the  details  of 
the  business  soon  won  the  confidence  of  Mr. 
Fahys,  and  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  1880, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  been  the  active  busi- 
ness man  of  the  firm.  The  following  year  the 
business  was  incorporated  with  Joseph  Fahys  as 
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presidcnl  and  Henry  F.  Cook  as  treasurer  and 
secretary,  ami  within  tlic  past  few  years  they 
have  absorhed  several  of  the  leading  concerns  in 
the  country,  such  as  tlie  Brooklyn  Watch  Case 

Company,  of  Urooklyn,  New  York,  who  make 
a  specialty  of  solid  gold  cases  of  a  high  grade, 
and  the  Alvin  Manufacturing  Company,  of  New 
Jersey.  Jlr.  Coijk  acts  as  tiic  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  this  plant ;  the  Alvin  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany make  a  specially  of  solid  silver  ware,  and 
Mr.  l.V..ik  acts  as  the  vice  president  of  this  plant. 
Under  the  management  of  Wr.  Cook  the  plant  at 
Sag  Harbor  has  grown  to  large  proportions,  and 
now  gives  employment  to  about  one  thousand 
hands  and  the  weekly  pay  roll  is  upwards  of 
nine  thousand  dollars,  thus  making  the  Fahys 
Watch  Case  Company,  which  was  started  by  Jo- 
seph I-'ahjs  in  1857  in  a  very  small  way,  the  lead- 
ing industry  of  the  village  of  Sag  Harbor,  and 
the  largest  manufactory  in  this  hne  in  the  United 
Stales.  The  general  offices  of  the  company  are  in 
iheir  own  building  at  54  Maiden  Lane,  and  29 
and  31  Liberty  street,  New  York  City,  with  offices 
in  Chicago,  San  Francisco,  Boston  and  London, 
England.  In  addition  to  the  duties  that  devolve 
upon  him  through  his  connection  with  this  cor- 
Ijoratiiin,  Mr.  Cook  up  to  two  years  ago  was  the 
president  of  the  Monlaiik  Steamboat  Company, 
which  was  later  purchased  by  the  Long  Island 
l^iilroad  Company.  At  the  present  time  (1902) 
he  is  the  president  of  the  Sag  Harbor  Real  Es- 
tate Company,  president  of  the  Sag  Harbor  Water 
Works,  vice  president  of  the  Peconic  Bank  of 
Sag  Harbor,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sag 
Harbor  Healing  and  Lighting  Company,  and 
trustee  of  the  Sag  Harbor  Savings  Bank.  Also 
trustee  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  also 
acti\'cly  interested  in  the  improvement  of  North 
Haven,  a  beautiful  suburb  of  Sag  Harbor,  situ- 
ated on  Peconic  Bay,  where  he  and  Jlr.  Fahys 
have  purchased  one  thousand  acres  of  land  with 
two  miles  of  frontage  on  the  bay.  Here  he  has 
erected  a  stmimer  residence,  which  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  artistic  and  beautiful  houses  on 
the  island,  and  his  cily  residence  is  situated  at 
No.  9  Fast  82nd  street.  New  York  City. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Cook  is  a  firm 
adherent  of  the  principles    of    the    Republican 
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party,  and  he  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  local 
affairs  of  Sag  Harbor,  having  acted  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  village  trustee.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  having  derived  his  mem- 
bership through  the  admirable  services  rendered 
by  the  distinguished  Captain  Stephen  Howell,  one 
of  his  ancestors;  a  member  of  the  colonial  wars, 
through  Major  John  Howell,  whose  services  in 
colonial  days  are  a  matter  of  history ;  the  Brook- 
lyn Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  the  Union 
League  Club  of  New  York ;  the  Republican  Club 
of  New  York  City,  and  the  Down  Town  Asso- 
ciation. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Cook  was  united  in  marriage,  November 
I5»  1883,  to  Miss  Lena  Marianne  Fahys,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Joseph  Fahys.  Their  children 
are:  Edith  Eloise,  Joseph  Fahys,  Madeline 
Huntting,  Henry,  Francis  Howell  and  Maria 
Fahys. 

Henry  F.  Cook  dates  his  ancestry  on  his 
mother's  side  to  Edward  Howell,  who  was  the 
leader  of  the  small  band  who  settled  Southamp- 
ton in  1635,  the  first  English  speaking  set- 
tlement in  New  York  state,  and  to  the  Rev.  John 
Huntting,  the  leader  of  the  band  who  settled  East 
Hampton,  Long  Island,  in  1639.  Mr.  Cook 
traces  his  English  ancestry  on  his  father's  side 
in  a  direct  line  as  far  back  as  Christopher  Cook, 
of  Devonshire,  England,  bom  in  the  year  12 — . 

GEORGE  F.  TUTHILL. 

Captain  George  F.  Tuthill,  president  of  the 
People's  National  Bank  of  Grcenport,  and  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  citizens  of  that 
community,  was  born  in  East  Marion,  Suffolk 
county,  New  York,  February  4,  1830,  his  parents 
being  James  G.  and  Lucinda  (Clark)  Tuthill. 
lie  is  of  the  seventh  generation  in  direct  descent 
from  Henry  Tuthill,  one  of  the  original  settlers 
of  Southokl,  Long  Island  (1640).  Captain  Tut- 
Iiill's  grandfather,  Samuel  Tuthill,  was  born  in 
Orient,  and  was  a  man  of  prominence  in  his  time. 
He  had  four  sons,  James  G,  George,  Harmon  and 
Maxon,  all  of  whom  were  masters  of  vessels,  en- 
joying substantial  success,  and  were  highly  re- 


spected citizens.  James  G.  Tuthill,  the  eldest  of 
this  family  and  father  of  Captain  George  F.  Tut- 
hill, was  born  in  East  Marion,  March  25,  1803, 
and  was  married  on  the  20th  of  December,  1825, 
to  Lucinda,  daughter  of  Deacon  Benjamin  and 
Hannah  Clark,  also  of  East  Marion.  Of  this 
marriage  two  children  were  born,  Benjamin 
Clark  Tuthill,  now  living  in  East  Marion  (whose 
biographical  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work),  and  George  F.  Tuthill,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch.  James  G.  Tuthill  married,  second.  Miss 
Cleora  Rackett,  by  whom  he  had  three  children. 

George  F.  Tuthill  was  reared  in  his  native 
village  of  East  Marion,  receiving  a  common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  ob- 
tained employment  during  the  summer  months 
on  a  vessel,  continuing  to  attend  school  during  the 
winter  time  until  the  completion  of  his  education. 
To  the  occupation  then  begun  he  devoted  his  en- 
tire attention  for  more  than  twenty  years,  become 
ing  mate  of  a  vessel  at  eighteen,  and  at  twenty- 
one  being  made  captain  of  the  coaster  "J.  Tru- 
man," of  which  his  uncle,  J.  Truman,  was  part 
owner.  Subsequently  he  was  in  command,  and 
part  owner,  of  various  vessels,  making  voyages 
from  every  port  between  Newfoundland  and 
Mexico.  He  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  the 
trade  between  New  York  City  and  points  in 
Texas,  and  during  the  Civil  war  was  employed 
by  the  United  States  Government  in  the  trans- 
portation service. 

After  the  war  Captain  Tuthill  retired  from 
the  seas  and  embarked  in  the  fish,  oil  and  guano 
business,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  import- 
ant line  of  industry  in  eastern  Long  Island.  In 
this  enterprise,  which  he  conducted  under  the 
name  of  G.  F.  Tuthill  &  Company,  with  works 
at  Promised  Land,  Long  Island,  he  was  highly 
succesful.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Fisher- 
ies Company,  in  1897,  he  sold  out  his  interest  to 
that  corporation,  and  he  has  since  been  living  in 
retirement  from  active  business.  He  still  retains, 
however,  an  interest  in  various  merchant  vessels. 

Captain  Tuthill  was  one  of  the  organizers,  in 
1884,  of  the  People's  National  Bank  of  Greenport, 
has  been  one  of  its  directors  from  the  beginning, 
and  has  served  as  its  president  since  1892.    He  is 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


81 


one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  community,  and 
in  all  ways  a  public  spirited  and  useful  citizen.  In 
his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is 
a  leading  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  in  which 
he  has  served  for  many  years  as  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees. 

He  married  Hannah  M.  Webb,  daughter  of 
David  D.  Webb,  who  was  one  of  the  principal 
merchants  of  his  times  in  Greenport  and  one  of 
the  earliest  steamboat  agents  there.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Anna  M.,  wife  of  Frank  L.  H.  Phillips ; 
G.  Frank,  who  married  Helen  P.  Case,  and  David 
W.,  who  married  Lora  Young. 

G.  FRANK  TUTHILL. 

G.  Frank  Tuthill,  of  Greenport,  son  of  Cap- 
tain George  F.  and  Hannah  M.  (Webb)  Tuthill, 
was  bom  in  that  village  on  the  7th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1864.     He  received    his    education    in    the 
Greenport  schools,  the  Southold  Academy,  and 
Eastman's  Business    College    of    Poughkeepsie, 
New  York.    After  leaving  school  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  fish  and  oil  enterprises  of  his 
father,  and  occupied  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  Falcon  Oil  Works  of  G.  F.  Tuthill  & 
Company  at  Promised  Land,  Long  Island,  from 
1882  until  the  sale  of  the  business  to  the  Fisher- 
ies Company.    He  was  then  for  some  two  years 
employed  with  the  latter  company.     Since  1899 
he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale fish  business  at    Montauk    Point    with    his 
brother,  David  W.  Tuthill  (firm  of  Tuthill  Broth- 
ers).    Mr.  Tuthill  is  a  well  known  and  popular 
citizen  of  Greenport.       He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum, and  the  Junior  Order  of  American  Me- 
chanics. 

He  married,  November  26,  1884,  Helen  P. 
Case,  of  Sterlmg,  Illinois.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union:  Hattie  M..and  Anna 
(deceased). 

MANUEL  CLAUDIO. 

r^Ianuel  Claudio,  a  prominent  and  respected 
citizen  of  Greenport,  was  born  at  Fayal  on  the 
Azores  Islands,  December  25,  1839,  his  parents 
being  Joseph  and  Mary  Claudio.     Mr.  Claudio's 


ancestors  for  several  generations  were  natives  of 
the  Azores,  the  family  having  originally  come 
from  Portugal.  His  father,  Joseph  Claudio,  was 
a  custom  house  officer  at  Fayal,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-seven.  In  the  paternal  family 
were  fifteen  children,  of  whom  Manuel  was  the 
only  one  that  became  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States. 

He  continued  at  his  native  place  until  the  age 
of  twelve,  and  then  went  to  sea.  He  was  en- 
gaged for  six  years'  on  whaling  vessels,  making 
two  voyages  to  the  Arctic  regions.  He  was  then 
for  some  thirteen  years  connected  with  the  mer- 
chant marine,  visiting  in  that  time  every  portion 
of  the  globe. 

Mr.  Claudio's  first  visit  to  Greenport  was 
made  in  1856,  on  the  whaling  bark  Neve,  which 
was  owned  by  Greenport  people.  In  1870,  after 
retiring  from  the  seas,  he  decided  to  make  that 
village  his  home,  and  established  himself  in  the 
hotel  business  there.  In  this  enterprise,  which 
he  still  continues,  he  has  enjoyed  marked  suc- 
cess, and  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
substantial  old  citizens  of  Greenport  and  that  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Claudio  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  he  is 
among  the  leading  and  influential  men  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  Greenport. 

He  was  married  in  1868,  and  has  two  sons, 
rVank  J.  and  William,  ])oth  of  whom  are  well 
known  youno-  men  of  Greenport.  His  eldest  son, 
Frank  J.  riaiuiio,  is  also  successfully  engaged  in 
tlic  lictel  business  in  that  village. 

ALVAHW.  HAFF. 

Alvah  W.  Hafi*,  of  Amity ville,  was  born  in 
that  village  on  the  22nd  of  May,  1847,  son  of 
Uriah  and  Mary  (Weeks)  Haff.  The  Haff  fam- 
ily has  been  resident  in  Amitvville  for  several 
generations.  Both  his  father  and  grandfather, 
'Cornelius  HaflF,  were  engaged  in  the  carpentering 
business  there.  His  father,  who  died  in  1883 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  place,  and  built  most  of 
the  houses  constructed  in  his  time  in  Amitvville 
and  that  vicinity.  Through  his  mother,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Obadiah  Weeks,  Mr.  HaflF  is  de- 


82 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


scended  from  an  old  family  of  Babylon,  Long  Isl- 
and. The  paternal  family  consisted  of  four  chil- 
dren :  George,  deceased,  who  was  in  business  in 
New  York ;  Mary,  deceased,  who  married  Daniel 
Van  Nostrand,  formerly  of  Amity ville ;  Cornelius 
L.,  a  resident  of  Amityville ;  and  Alvah  W. 

Alvah  W.  Haff  continued  with  his  parents 
until  his  fifteenth  year,  and  then  came  to  New 
York  City,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
business.  After  about  a  year  in  a  grocery  store 
he  became  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Moon  & 
Lanphear,  in  the  Fulton  Fish  Market.  With 
this  concern  he  remained  until  October  i,  1872, 
when  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale  fish  business 
for  himself  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Woolley, 
Lanphear  &  Company.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
Woolley  in  1876,  the  firm  style  was  changed  to 
Lanphear  &  Hafl:.  In  1889  he  bought  out  Mr. 
Lanphear's  interest,  and  he  has  since  conducted 
the  business  alone  under  his  individual  name. 
His  business  headquarters  are  at  No.  12  Fulton 
Fish  Market,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  representative  men  in  the  fish 
trade  in  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  Hafl"  resides  in  Amityville,  and  is  a  high- 
ly esteemed  citizen,  being  one  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  said  village,  also  president  of  the  Bird 
Paper  Manufacturing  Company  of  Manhattan. 
He  married,  first.  Marietta  Cornell,  and,  second, 
Elizabeth  Pollock,  and  has  two  children,  Alvah 
C,  who  is  associated  with  him  in  business,  and 
Carrie,  wife  of  William  H.  Cornell,  attorney  at 
law,  of  Brooklyn. 

CHARLES  THEODORE  SAMMIS. 

For  several  generations  the  family  of  this 
name  have  been  connected  with  aflfairs  of  Hunt- 
ington township,  which  is  one  of  the  political  di- 
visions of  Suffolk  county.  New  York.  Though 
not  following  those  lines  which  lead  to  especial 
prominence  nor  belonging  to  the  noisy  and  self- 
assertive  class,  examination  will  show  that  the 
members  of  the  Sammis  family  have  done  well 
their  duty  in  the  various  relations  of  life,  and  at 
every  juncture  have  proven  good  citizens  and 
good  neighbors.  These  remarks  are  especially  ap- 
plicable to  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 


sketch,  and  who  for  many  years  has  been  well 
known  in  the  business  world  of  Northport.  He  is 
a  grandson  of  Bethnel  and  a  son  of  Henry  Scud- 
der  Sammis,  both  natives  of  Huntington  township 
and  identified  all  their  lives  witli  its  business  in- 
terests. Henry  S.  Sammis  was  engaged  for  many 
years  in  the  coal  and  lumber  business  at  North- 
port,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  able  to 
transmit  to  his  son  and  successor  a  valuable  in- 
heritance in  the  shape  of  a  well  established  plant. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Ackerly,  and  their  son, 
Charles  Theodore  Sammis,  was  born  at  Little 
Neck,  Queens  county,  New  York,  September  30, 
1845.  When  of  sufficient  age  he  was  taken  into 
the  establishment  of  his  father  and  by  the  latter 
taught  the  details  of  the  business  with  a  view  to 
succeeding  in  the  management.  In  due  time  this 
change  occurred,  and  young  Sammis  soon  proved 
himself  equal  to  the  responsibilities  devolved 
upon  him  by  control  of  the  business.  In  fact  he 
enlarged  the  stock  and  increased  facilities,  with 
the  result  that  he  has  for  years  enjoyed  a  profitable 
patronage. 

Mr.  Sammis  carries  in  stock  all  kinds  of  lum- 
ber and  other  building  materials,  besides  a  large 
supply  of  coal,  and  the  steady  increase  of  his 
trade  is  pleasantly  proved  by  a  balance  on  the 
right  side  of  the  ledger  at  the  annual  invoice  and 
summing  up  of  profits.  He  has  been  kept  so  busy 
with  his  large  operations  that  he  lias  had  little  time 
to  devote  to  other  affairs,  though  he  acts  on  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Northtown  Bank,  in 
which  he  is  also  a  stockholder.  Though  a  heredi- 
tary Democrat,  he  takes  no  active  interest  in  poli-r 
tics,  and  has  never  sought  or  held  an  office  of  any 
kind.  As  a  business  man  Mr.  Sammis  ranks 
among  the  best,  and  his  enterpiise  and  public 
spirit  have  been  felt  as  factors  in  helping  the  com- 
munity by  giving  employment  to  labor.  He  is  al-: 
ways  found  on  the  right  side  of  such  questions  as 
are  agitated  for  the  industrial  or  moral  improve- 
ment of  the  community  and  willingly  bears  his 
full  share  of  all  the  public  burdens. 

In  1875  Mr.  Sammis  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alice  E.,  daughter  of  John  and  Susan 
Udell,  residents  of  Huntington  township,  and  has 
two  children :    Susan  E.  and  Charles  T.,  Jr. 
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JOHN  T.  PJRIE. 

The  delightful  residence  village  and  summer 
Ksort,  Sea  QifF,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots 
on  Long  Island,  situated  some  distance  up  Hemp  • 
stead  Harbor,  which  opens  upon  Long  Lsland 
Sound,  owes  much  of  its  development  and  pros- 
perity to  a  busy  merchant,  John  T.  Pirie.  who 
makes  it  his  summer  home,  while  he  maintains 
his  winter  residence  at  No.  i8i  Park  Place, 
Brooklyn. 

Mr.  Pirie  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his  fa- 
ther was  a  carpenter.  He  tilled  the  soil  in  his 
native  land,  and  there  he  acquired  the  rudiments 
of  an  education,  and  acquired  a  thirst  for  knowl- 
edge which  inspired  him  to  habits  of  reading, 
from  which  he  derived  immeasurable  benefit.  As 
a  young  man  he  was  for  a  time  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  in  r>elfast,  Ireland. 
Ambitious  of  entering  upon  a  field  promising 
larger  opportunity  for  his  ambition,  when  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age.  in  1854,  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  He  established  himself  in  a  small  town 
in  Illinois,  where  for  ten  vears  he  conducted  a 
5mall  dry  goods  business.  He  accumulated  some 
means,  however,  and,  what  was  of  greater  im- 
portance, he  formed  those  methods  of  business 
which  were  to  prove  his  best  capital  in  larger  un- 
dertakings. With  Samuel  Carson  he  went  to 
Chicago,  where  they  laid  the  foundations  for  the 
now  immense  mercantile  firm  of  Carson,  Pirie, 
Scott  &  Company,  famous  throughout  the  busi- 
ness world,  wuth  sales  amounting  to  over  twenty 
millions  dollars  annually,  and  affording  em])loy- 
ment  to  fifteen  hundred  peoj^lc.  In  the  achieve- 
ment of  this  magnificent  result  little  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  aught  but  industry,  perseverance  and 
remarkable  business  sagacity.  The  field  upon 
which  the  young  merchants  entered  aflforded  them 
no  monopoly  or  exceptional  opportunity.  The 
rivals  were  many  and  the  struggle  was  severe. 
Manv  fell  bv  the  wavside,  overtaken  bv  misfor- 
rune,  or  succumbing  to  the  inevitable  result  of  in- 
capability and  looseness  of  method.  The  Carson 
&'  Pirie  firm  weathered  various  financial  storms 
in  safetv,  and  were  able  to  re-establish  themselves 

securely  even  after  the  terrible  Chicago  fire  dis- 
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aster,  which  swept  away  so  much  property  and 
rendered  valueless  the  greater  part  of  the  fire  in- 
surance policies  held  in  the  city.  Mr.  Pirie  was 
actively  engaged  in 'the  daily  business  of  the  rap- 
idly growing  establishment  for  about  ten  years, 
when  he  located  in  New  York  city  to  take  charge 
of  the  goods  purchasing  department,  an  occupa- 
tion which  has  claimed  his  attention  to  the  present 
time.  For  many  years  his  has  beeh  a  familiar 
figure  in  the  commercial  circles  of  the  metropolis, 
and  his  judgment  upon  business  affairs  is  re- 
garded with  interest. 

In  1874  Mr.  Pirie's  attention  was  directed  to 
the  village  of  Sea  ClitT,  and,  as  a  result,  that  Httle 
comnumity  entered  upon  a  career  of  greater  im- 
portance than  had  ever  been  anticipated.  An  as- 
sociation had  Ix^en  formed  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
A'cloping  a  model  town,  which  should  be  made 
attractive  to  those  who  would  establish  penna- 
ncnt  homes,  as  well  as  to  summer  sojourners. 
Large. tracts  of  land  were  purchased  and  build- 
ings and  improvements  were  projected,  but  the 
purchasing  public  failed  to  afford  a  sufficient 
patronage,  and  the  financial  affairs  of  the  asso- 
ciation fell  into  confusion.  In  this  emergency 
Mr.  Pirie  was  solicited  to  take  affairs  into  his  own 
hands,  liquidate  the  indebtedness  and  save  from 
the  wreckage  what  was  ]K)ssible.  The  task  was 
onerous,  l)ut  he  finally  assumed  it.  and  set  to  work 
persistently  ancl  methodically  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
act c()n<litioii  of  affairs,  and  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  corporation  indebtedness.  Many 
|)roi)lK'sie(l  utter  failure,  but  ^Ir.  Pirie's  plans 
were  well  laid,  and  success  was  ultimately 
achieved.  He  improved  the  streets,  improved  the 
water  works  system  and  aided  in  various  per- 
sonal ways  to  secure  the  interest  and  co-opeVation 
of  wealthy  people  seeking  homes  outside  the 
larger  cities,  and  made  the  village  so  attractive 
and  placed  its  finances  in  such  condition  that  a 
new  population  came  to  reinforce  the  old,  imbued 
with  a  spirit  of  determination  that  conquered  all 
obstacles.  Mr.  Pirie  finally  accomplished  the  re- 
sult for  which  he  had  so  long  lal>ored,  paying  all 
the  debts  of  the  association  and  securing  clear 
titles  to  the  property  owners.  From  that  time  the 
permanency  and  desirability  of  Sea  Cliflf    as    a 
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place  of  residence  has  been  unquestioned,  and  no 
place  on  inland  waters  is  more  sought  or  more 
favorably  regarded. 

Mr.  Pirie  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Carson, 
a  sister  of  Samuel  Carson,  his  early  and  almost 
lifelong  business  partner.  He  was  a  deacon  and 
trustee  in  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Brooklyn. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Merchants'  Club  of  New 
York  city,  and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Sea 
CliflF  Yacht  Club. 

EDMUND  J.  HEALY. 

Edmund  J.  Healy,  Avho  has  attained  a  dis- 
tinguished position  in  connection  with  the  bar  of 
Queens  county  and  is  now  serving  as  city  magis- 
trate of  the  borough  of  Queens,  is  a  gentleman 
of  strong  mentality,  of  keen  discernment  and 
marked  ability  in  the  line  of  his  profession.  He 
was  bom  in  New  York  city,  July  14,  1848,  and 
now  makes  his  home  in  Far  Rockawav.  His 
father,  John  J.  Healy,  was  born  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  and  the  grandfather  was  a  silk  merchant 
of  that  city,  carrying  on  an  extensive  and  profi- 
table business.  In  his  native  land  John  J.  Healy 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyh(X)d  and  youth  and 
then,  thinking  to  enjoy  better  opportunities  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  sailed  from  the  Emerald 
Isle  for  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York 
city,  where  he  engaged  in  business  as  a  dry 
goods  merchant,  his  efforts  being  so  discerningly 
directed  that  he  won  splendid  success.  He  was 
a  man  of  keen  business  insight  and  sagacity  and 
from  1853  began  making  investments  in  real 
estate  at  Far  Rockwav.  where  he  and  his  familv 
spent  the  summer  months.  He  believed  that  the 
place  had  a  bright  future  before  it  and  purchased 
pro]')erty  from  which  the  family  have  since  rea- 
lized a  handsome  income.  His  death  occurred 
in  t88o.  He  had  married  Jane  O'Meara.  who 
was  horn  in  Ireland  but  was  brought  to  the 
United  I^tates  when  a  little  maiden  of  three 
sumniers.  Here  she  was  reared  and  educated, 
ancl,  surviving  her  luisl)an<l  for  a  long  period,  she 
])asscd  away  in  August,  iJ^O.v  at  the  age  of 
eicrhtv-two  vears.  She  became  the  mother  of 
seven  sons  and  a  dauirhter  and  five  of  the  number 


are  still  living,  including  the  Rev.  Gabriel  Healy, 
who  was  pastor  of  St.  Bernard's  church,  of  New 
York  city,  which  church  was  built  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  mother  about  thirty  years 
ago.  The  other  members  of  the  family  were: 
James,  deceased;  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Thomas 
O'Kane ;  John  J. ;  Edmund  J. ;  Thomas  F.,  who 
was  a  successful  practicing  physician  but  now  is 
deceased ;  Joseph,  who  has  also  passed  away ; 
and  Augustine,  a  merchant  of  New  York  city. 

Under  the*parental  roof  Edmund  J.  Healy 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  and 
pursued  his  education  in  Seton  Hall  College,  of 
New  Jersey  and  in  St.  Francis  Xavier  College, 
of  New  York,  being  graduated  in  the  latter 
institution  with  the  class  of  1868  and  winning 
therefrom  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  and  Master  of 
Arts.  Wishing  to  follow  a  professional  career 
and  chcx^sing  the  practice  of  law  as  a  life  work 
he  began  studying  under  the  direction  of  Judge 
Elias  J.  Beach,  of  Queens  county.  Subsequently 
he  entered  Columbia  College,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1873.  ^^^  some 
years  he  was  in  the  law  office  of  Judge  O. 
Gomian,  of  New  York  city,  and  in  1880  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  Far  Rockaway,  in 
which  position  he  served  most  acceptably  for 
four  years  and  was  then  re-elected  for  a  similar 
term..  He  was  appointed  magistrate  of  Queens 
upon  the  consolidation,  and  was  the  first  presi- 
dent of  the  village  upon  its  incoporation  in  1889. 
In  that  capacity  he  tested  the  new  ballot  law  in 
1890,  having  put  in  the  new  ballot  boxes  and 
booths,  both  of  which  he  designed,  and  when  the 
first  election  was  held  after  the  new  law  went 
into  effect  crowds  came  to  witness  the  operation 
of  the  new  system.  Mr.  Healy  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  village  for  three  consecutive  terms 
and  his  administration  was  practical,  progres- 
sive and  beneficial.  He  instituted  manv  reforms 
and  new  measures  which  proved  of  value  and 
his  course  was  highly  commended  by  people  of 
both  parties.  ]\lr.  Ilealy  has  always  lx?en  a 
stanch  Democrat  and  on  that  ticket  was  chosen 
to  the  office  of  city  magistrate  of  the  borough  of 
Queens.  His  course  on  the  bench  has  justifi.ed 
the  confidence  of  his  supporters.     He  has  been 
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inflexible  in  dispensing  justice,  neither  fear  nor 
favor  biasing  his  opinions  in  any  way  and  thus 
he  aids  largely  in  maintaining  order.  He  is 
identified  with  a  number  of  the  local  Democratic 
dubs  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  growth  and 
success  of  his  party. 

C)n  the  27th  of  April,  1886,  Mr.  Hcaly  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss   Elizabeth   Kane,  a 
daughter  of   M.    J.   Kane,    of  Nebraska.     They 
have  a  beautiful  home  in  Far  Rockawav  and  he 
\s  one  of  the  most  extensive  pr<>i)erty  holders 
here.     He  possesses     many  historical  relics     of 
interest  and  value  connected  with  Rockaway  and 
In  well  versed   in  the  history  of  the  place,  for 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  has 
spent  at  least  the  months  of  summer  here.     He 
was  at  one  time  a  director  and  the  counsel  for 
the  bank  at  Far  Rockaway.     He  belongs  to  the 
Alumni  Association  of  St.  Xavier  and  is  identi- 
fied   with  social    organizations  here,    in    all    of 
which  he  is  regarded  as  a  popular  and  valuable 
meml)er.     He    has  ever    occupied    a     foremost 
position  in  the  legal  fraternity  of  this  part  of  the 
island.       His     life    has    been    one    of    untiring 
activity  and  has  been  crowned  with  success,  vet 
he  is  not  less  esteemed  as  a  citizen  than  as  a 
lawyer,  and   his  kindly  impulses  and  charming 
cordialitv  of  manner    render     him    exceedinglv 
popular  among  all  classes. 

JOHN  R.  CARPENTER. 

While  "the  race  is  not  always  to  the    swift 

nor  the  battle  to  the  strong."  the  invariable  law 

of   destiny  accords   to  tireless  energy,   industry 

and  ability  a  successful  career.     The    truth    of 

this  assertion  is  abundantly  verified  in  the  life  of 

John  R.  Carpenter,  who  for  many  years  has  been 

prominently     identified     with     the     commercial 

interests  of    Long  Island    as    a  dealer    in    both 

lumber  and  coal. 

He  was  born  on  the  i/th  day  of  January, 
1842,  at  the  family  homestead  in  the  town  of 
Jamaica,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an 
ol<l  and  highly  respected  family  of  Queens 
county,  which  was  founded  here  by  his  great- 
grandfather, Jacob  Caq^enter,  who  came  to  the 


new  world  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century  and  settled  on  Long  Island.  His  son, 
Nathaniel,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject. 
Nathaniel  Carpenter,  Jr.,  our  subject's  father, 
was  born  at  the  old  homestead  at  Springfield,  in 
the  town  of  Jamaica,  in  1794,  and  there  spent  his 
earlv  life.  Loval  to  the  interests  of  his  countrv, 
he  entered  the  army  during  the  war  of  1812,  and 
fought  for  American  rights.  In  his  younger 
years  he  followed  the  shoemaker's  trade,  but 
later  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  agri- 
cultural jnirsuits.  His  last  years  were  passed 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  he  departed  this  life 
in  i8<)(>,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  twice  married,  and  bv  the  first 
union  had  four  children,  namely:  Tuttle,  Elias, 
Priscilla  and  Ephraim.  The  last  named  died  in 
1895,  leaving  two  sons,  James  Tuttle  and 
Nicholas  .Smith,  both  residents  of  Springfield. 

For  his  second  wife  Nathaniel  Carpenter 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  Rider,  who  was  also  born 
in  the  town  of  Jamaica,  and  was  a  sister  of 
James  Rider,  a  man  of  prominence  who  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  state  legislature  for  two 
terms.  Her  father,  John  Rider,  was  one  of  the 
leading  architects  and  builders  of  this  section. 
He  made  the  plans  for  remodeling  the  Presby- 
terian church  of  Jamaica  and  assisted  in  the  con- 
struction  in  other  large  buildings.  At  his  death 
he  left  proi)erty  valued  at  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Mrs.  Carpenter  died  in  1867.  Both  she  and  her 
husband  were  faithful  and  consistent  members  of 
the  JVesbyterian  church  of  Jamaica,  in  which 
he  served  as  elder  for  upwards  of  fifty  years, 
l^pright  and  honorable  in  all  things,  he  com- 
manded the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact  either  in  business  or 
social  life,  and  in  his  death  the  communitv 
realized  that  it  had  lost  one  of  its  most  valued 
and  useful  citizens.  The  children  of  his  second 
marriage  were  Phebe,  l^ebecca.  Patience  Anna 
and  John  R.  Patience  A.  married  Isaac  C. 
Hendrickson,  one  of  the  .leading  citizens  of 
Jamaica,  being  pro])rietc)r  of  a  lumber  yard, 
director  in  a  bank  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
control  of  the  Jamaica  Normal  School. 

During     his    boyhood    John    R.    Carpenter 
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attended  the  district  school  near  his  home,  and 
completed  his  education  at  the  Union  Hall 
Academy  of  Jamaica.  When  not  in  school  he 
aided  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  the  country 
became  involved  in  civil  war,  when  he  resolved 
to  strike  a  blow  in  defense  of  the  old  flag  and 
the  cause  it  represented.  Accordingly  he  en- 
listed in  the  New  York  Independent  Battery, 
with  which  he  served  two  years  and  eight 
months,  being  on  detached  duty  most  of  the 
time.  For  meritorious  service  he  w'as  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  third  lieutenant. 

On  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Carpenter  returned 
to  his  home  in  Jamaica,  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  the  butchering  business,  after  which 
he  resumed  work  on  the  farm  and  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  for  some  time. 
It  was  in  1885  that  he  first  became  interested  in 
the  lumber  and  coal  business,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother-in-law,  Isaac  C.  Hendrickson,  under 
the  name  of  the  Jamaica  Lumber  &  Coal 
Company.  That  connection  continued  for  three 
years,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  Mr.  Carpenter 
withdrew  from  the  firm  and  established  his 
present  business,  taking  as  a  partner  his  nephew, 
Robert  W.  Higbie,  who  retired  from  the  firm 
on  the  1st  of  February.  1895.  In  1901  the  firm 
of  John  R.  Car|)entcr  &  Co.  was  formed,  taking 
in  his  two  sons,  Trcclwell  L.  and  Alexander  H., 
and  Robert  W.  Higbie.  a  nephew.  Since  that 
time"  the  lousiness  has  increased  fifty  per  cent,  so 
that  it  now  amounts  to  over  ^400,000  annually. 
Their  trade  now  extends  all  over  the  Island,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  kind  outside 
of  Brooklyn. 

In  i86t  Mr.  Carpenter  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Adeline  Davison,  a  daughter  of  Tredwell 
Davison,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  the  town 
of  Hempstead.  By  this  union  were  born  three 
sons,  but  I^>ank  X.  died  in  infancy.  Tredwell 
was  formerly  connected  with  a  wholesale  house 
of  New  York  city,  but  is  now  engaged  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Wasson,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  they  have  two 
children.  Marguerite  and  Adaline.  Alexander, 
the  youngest  son,    was  cashier    in    a    wholesale 


establishment  in  New  York  until  he  became 
associated  in  business  with  his  father  as  above 
mentioned.  He  is  married  and  has  two  children, 
Helen  Davison  and  John  Ditmars.  The  family 
have  a  pleasant  home  near  the  yards  in  Jamaica, 
surrounded  bv  four  acres  of  land. 

In  religious  faith  Mr.  Carpenter  is  a  Metho- 
dist, and  was  for  twentv-five  vears  a  member  of 
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the  official  board  of  his  church  at  Springfield  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  seventeen 
years.  He  takes  deep  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  public  welfare  of  his  town,  and 
withholds  his  support  from  no  enterprise  calcu- 
lated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  has  made 
for  himself  an  honorable  record  in  business,  and 
by  his  well  directed  efforts  and  strict  integrity 
has  acquired  a  handsome  competence.  As  a 
citizen,  friend  and  neighbor  he  is  true  to  every 
duty  and  justly  merits  the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
uniformly  held. 

GEORGE  B.  STODDART. 

George  B.  Stoddart,  a  most  capable  trial  law- 
yer, residing  at  Oyster  Bay,  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyn, November  22,  1857.  His  father,  Alexander 
Stoddart,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1832.  He  was  a  printer  by  trade 
and  secured  a  position  on  the  Evening  Post,  of 
New  York,  with  whidi  he  was  long  connected. 
He  held  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Helen  Bu- 
chanan and  her  father  was  also  a  native  of  Scot- 
land. ]\lrs.  Stoddart  is  still  living  and  five  of  her 
seven  children  vet  survive. 

In  the  jniblic  schools  of  Brooklyn  George  B. 
Stoddart  began  his  education,  which  he  contin- 
ued in  the  high  school  of  New  York.  After  the 
completion  of  his  literary  course  he  determined  to 
become  a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  and  to 
this  end  matriculated  in  the  Columbia  College 
Law  School,  in  which  he  was  graduated  in  1879. 
He  began  to  practice  in  Brooklyn  but  took  up 
his  abode  in  Oyster  Bay,  and  has  an  office  in  this 
place  and  also  in  Mineola,  the  county  seat  of  Nas- 
sau county.  He  is  the  legal  adviser  for  the 
countv  sheriff  and  also  for  the  town  of  Ovster 
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Bay.  His  private  practice  is  continually  growing 
and  has  connected  him  with  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant litigation  tried  in  the  courts  of  his  dis- 
trict. He  prepares  his  cases  with  great  thorough- 
ness and  seems  every  ready  to  meet  any  argu- 
ment or  point  of  attack  that  the  opposition  may 
make.  He  is  logical  in  his  education,  strong  in 
ar^iment  and  forceful  in  his  pleading,  and  never 
fails  to  leave  an  impression  upon  judge  and  jury 
and  seldom  fails  to  convince.  In  a  most  able  de- 
fense recently  he  secured  a  verdict  of  sixteen 
\ears  imprisonment  at  Sing  Sing  for  the  defend- 
ant, who  by  the  grand  jury  had  been  indicted  for 
murder  in  the  first  degree.  His  defense  was  most 
masterly  and  his  talent  and  skill  have  often  elicited 
hio:h  admiration  from  his  fellow  practitioners  at 
the  bar. 

On  the  30th  of  Noveml)er.   1883.  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.   Stoddart  and  Miss 
Annie  Dundon,  a  daughter  of  James  Dundon.  of 
New  York,  and  they  have  three  children.  Law- 
rence, Gertrude  and  Percival.     Thev  have  manv 
friends  in  the  community  and  enjoy  their  warm 
regard.     In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Stoddart 
is  a  Democrat,  prominent   in   the  ranks  of  the 
party,  and  is  now  chairman  of  the  town  commit- 
tee and  a  member  of  the  committee   for    Ovster 
Bav.    Sociallv  he  is  connected  with  the  Roval  Ar- 
canum  and  the  Woodbine  Club,  of  •(  )vster  Bav. 

ISAAC  CORNELL  REMSEN. 

A  member  of  the  Remsen  family  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume,  for 
the  student  of  historv  cannot  carrv  his  investi- 
gations  far  into  the  annals  of  Long  Island  before 
he  leams  that  the  Remsens  have  figured  long  and 
prominently  in  public  affairs  here  and  that  public 
progress  and  improvement  is  largely  indebted  to 
their  aid.  The  first  of  whom  we  have  record 
was  Esquire  John  Remsen.  who  had  three  sons, 
one  of  whom  was  Richard  Remsen,  born  at  the 
familv  home  at  Flatlands.  The  ancentral  farm 
was  a  large  one  and  when  the  sons  had  reached 
mon's  estate  the  father  divided  his  land  between 
them  and  each  erected  a  home  upon  his  portion. 
Richard  Remsen,  like  his  brothers,  thus  became 


the  possessor  of  a  farm  and  as  the  years  have 
passed  and  the  population  of  Long  Island  has 
rapidly  increased,  this  land  had  become  of  great 
value.  The  father  of  our  subject  is  still  living  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  has 
long  been  accounted  a  prominent  resident  of  the 
communitv  and  for  manv  vears  was  a  verv  active 
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and  enter|)rising  citizen,  but  at  the  present  time 
is  living  retired.  He  married  Miss  Cornelia 
A.  Kowenhoven,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

Of  this  family  I.  Cornell  Remsen  was  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth.  He  pursued  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  afterward 
became  a  student  in  IJrown's  Business  College 
of  Brooklyn,  so  that  his  educational  advantages 
well  fitted  him  for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  He 
also  received  good  training  upon  the  home  farm 
in  the  labor  of  the  fields  and  meadow  and  thus 
through  early  years  of  life  was  identified  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Queens  County  Agricultural  Society  and  a 
director  of  that  organization.  After  he  had 
attained  his  majority  he  carried  on  farming  for 
a  number  of  years  but  is  now  living  retired  and 
is  the  possessor  of  valuable  property.  He  was 
on  the  building  committee  to  remodel  the 
Reformed  church  of  Jamaica. 

Mr.  Remsen  was  united  in  marriage  on  the 
13th  of  December,  1882,  to  Miss  Georgiana  J. 
Ditmis,  a  daughter  of  Ceorge  O.  Ditmis,  of 
Queens.  After  one  year's  residence  in  Flat- 
lands,  Mr.  Remsen  and  his  young  wife  removed 
to  a  farm  which  once  belonged  to  her  uncle,  M. 
G.  Johnson,  but  at  the  present  time  they  are 
living  in  Jamaica,  where  they  have  a  beautiful 
residence.  Their  marriage  was  blessed  with 
three  children,  of  whom  two  are  yet  living. 
George  O.,  who  was  born  August  7,  1886,  died 
March  16,  1888.  Those  who  still  survive  are: 
Richard,  who  was  born  June  22,  1889,  and 
Martin  Johnson,  born  January  4.  1892. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Remsen  is  a  Repub- 
lican  and  strongly  endorses  the  princi])lcs  of  the 
party  but  has  never  sought  or  desired  office, 
although  he  has  served  as  tax  collector,  being 
called  to  these  positions  bv  the  vote  of  his  fellow 
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townsmen.  He  has  taken  quite  an  active  interest 
in  military  affairs  and  at  one  time  was  captain 
of  a  company  of  militia.  His  church  relation- 
ship connects  him  with  the  Dutch  Refonned 
denominations  and  he  has  served  as  an  elder  in 
the  congregation  with  which  he  retains  member- 
ship. Having  spent  his  entire  life  in  this  portion 
of  the  island,  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
and  his  worth  as  a  man  and  citizen  are  recognized 
bv  all  who  know  him.  In  manner  he  is  court- 
eous,  in  disposition  genial  and  kindly,  and  his 
circle  of  friends  is  extensive. 

EDGAR  P.  ALLYN. 

Edgar  P.  Allyn  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Woodhavcn,  but  for  nianv  years  he  was 
associated  with  the  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  East  New  York  Shoe  Company. 

Mr.  Allyn  is  a  native  of  P>rooklyn  and  repre- 
sents an  old  New  England  family.  Lewis  Allyn, 
Luther  Allyn  and  Edgar  Walter  Allyn,  the 
great-grandfather,  the  grandfather  and  the 
father  of  our  subject,  were  all  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. His  father  emigrated  to  this  state  in 
1 8^)0  and  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1864,  was  secretary  of  the  East  New 
York  Shoe  Com])any  of  Albany.  He  was  also 
very  fond  of  music,  possessed  considerable  talent 
in  that  direction  and  did  all  in  his  i)ower  to  foster 
a  taste  for  the  art  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  He  was  also  an  active  member  of  a 
debating  society  and  belonged  to  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  of  which  he  was  a  zealous 
and  consistent  representative.  He  married 
Georgianna  Louise  Pitkin,  a  daughter  of  John 
R.  Pitkin,  who  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  the 
greater  part  of  East  New  York  and  Woodhaven. 
John  R.  Pitkin  was  loyally  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  latter  named  village  and  aided 
every  local  enterprise.  Among  other  benefac- 
tions, he  donated  the  site  for  the  Congregational 
church,  and  the  edifice  erected  thereon  was  dedi- 
cated December  27,  1866,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Ward  Peecher  delivering  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
Mr.  Pitkin  was  a  noted  and  prominent  man  and 
was  numbered  among  the  merchant  princes  of 


the  American  metropolis.  His  business  interests 
assumed  vast  proportions  and  his  life  illustrated 
the  possibilities  of  accomplishment  in  this  free 
land.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Allyn,  passed  away 
in  1898. 

Edgar  P.  Allyn  was  the  only  child  bom  to  his 
parents.  In  the  local  schools  of  Woodhaven 
he  began  his  education,  which  was  continued  in 
the  Prooklvn  Polvtechnic  Institute.  For  a 
number  of  vears  he  w^as  connected  with  the  shoe 
trade  and  was  the  vice  president  of  the  East  New 
York  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Albany, 
New  York.  !Mr.  Allyn  continued  his  connection 
with  the  business  until  1896,  when  he  retired. 

In  1870  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Allyn  to  Miss  Helen  ^I.,  daughter  of  John  De 
Rundeau,  of  Rrooklvn,  and  to  them  were  born 
six  children:  Walter  E.,  Harry  O.,  Edgar  P., 
Georgianna  L.,  Helen  M.  and  Olive,  The 
family  have  a  very  attractive  home  in  Wood- 
haven. celebrated  for  its  gracious  hospitality.  In 
addition  to  this  property  Mr.  Allyn  owns  much 
land  in  the  village.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Jamaica 
lo<lge,  of  which  he  is  a  past  master.  He  is  also 
j^resident  of  the  Queens  Borough  Club,  a  member 
of  the  Jamaica  Bay  Yacht  Club,  and  his  geniality, 
his  social  nature  and  kindlv  interest  in  all  make 
him  a  valued  representative  of  these  organiza- 
tions. 

W.  T.  SCOVIL.  M.  D. 

**Earn  thy  reward,  the  gods  give  naught  to 
sloth,''  said  the  sage  Epicharmus,  and  the  truth 
of  this  adomonition  has  been  verified  in  all  ages 
which  have  run  their  course  since  that  time.  In 
no  profession  does  this  adage  find  stronger 
exemplification  than  in  the  medical.  Not  by 
gift,  by  inheritance  or  by  purchase  can  one  secure 
skill  and  advancement,  but  through  the  acquire- 
ment of  comprehensive  knowledge,  and  through 
the  exercise  of  sound  judgment  and  great  care 
in  administering  to  the  needs  of  suflfering 
humanity.  That  Dr.  Scovil  has  attained  to  a 
position  of  distinction  in  the  line  of  his  chosen 
pursuit  is  indicated    by    a    large    and    lucrative 
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practice  and  by  the  regard  in  which  he  is  held 
bv  the  members  of  the  medical  fraternity.  He 
is  now  residing  in  Richmond  Hill,  but  his 
patronage  comes  from  a  much  wider  area  and 
he  is  professionally  connected  with  a  number  of 
important  niedical  institutions. 

The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  St.  John,  Xew 
Brunswick,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  3(1 
of  May,  1867.  At  an  early  period  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  land  by  the  white  race  the  ancestors 
of  the  Doctor  came  to  the  new  world,  and  one 
of  the  emigrants  settled  in  Connecticut,  another 
in  Xew  Brunswick,  the  latter  establishing  the 
branch  of  the  family  to  which  the  Doctor  belongs. 
Honorable  and  distinguished  has  been  his 
ancestry — a  people  of  high  intellectual  culture 
ami  moral  worth.  His  father,  grandfather  and 
grcat-g^rand  father  were  all  ministers  of  the 
Episcopal  church  and  through  several  genera- 
tions the  pulpit  of  one  church  was  filled 
by  members  of  his  family.  The  grandfather  of 
the  Elector  was  the  author  of  an  excellent  system 
of  shorthand  for  pulpit  use.  William  Ii.  Scovil, 
the  Doctor's  father,  was  also  a  native  of  St.  John 
and  he,  too,  devoted  his  life  to  the  work  of  the 
Qristian  ministry  and  exerted  a  strong  inthience 
for  good  in  his  locality. 

The  Doctor  was  afforded  excellent  educa- 
tional privileges  and  after  *  completing  his 
preliminary  course  entered  McGill  College,  of 
Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1888.  He  determined  to  devote  his 
life  to  the  alleviation  of  the  physical  ills  of  man- 
kind and  to  this  end  became  a  student  in  the 
Long  Island  College  Hospital,  completing  the 
course  in  that  institution  with  the  class  of  1891. 
He  has  also  taken  a  post-graduate  course  in  the 
Xew  York  Polyclinic  and  has  put  forth  every 
effort  to  advance  toward  a  high  degree  of  per- 
fection that  his  eflForts  might  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  good  to  his  fellow  men.  He  has  made 
a  specialty  of  obstetrical  practice  and  in  this 
branch  of  the  profession  has  attained  great 
proficiency.  He  is  a  lecturer  at  the  Jamaica 
Hospital  Training  School  for  Nurses,  and  is 
examining  physician  for  a  number  of  societies 
and  life  insurance  companies,   which   duties   he 


perfonns  in  addition  to  meeting  the  demands  of 
a  large  and  constantly  growing  private  practice. 

Everything  which  tends  to  advance  his  pro- 
fession, raise  its  standard  or  promote  the 
efficiency  of  the  efforts  of  its  representatives 
elicits  the  warm  interest  of  Dr.  Scovil,  and  he 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  medical 
thought  of  the  day  through  his  membership  in 
the  Medical  Association  of  Long  Island,  the 
Kings  County  Medical  Association,  the  Queens 
County  Medical  Association  and  the  Queens  & 
Xassnu  Meclical  Association.  Concentration  of 
purpose  and  energy,  persistently  applied,  rarely 
fail  of  success  in  the  accomplishment  of  any 
task,  however  great,  and  in  tracing  the  career 
of  Dr.  Scovil  it  is  plainly  seen  that  these  have 
been  the  eleinents  f<^rn^ing  the  secret  of  his  rise 
to  a  prominent  and  distinguished  position  as  a 
member  of  the  medical  fraternity. 

The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married.  He  first 
Wfdded  Miss  r>erlin,  who  died  in  May,  1895,  and 
for  his  second  wile  chose  Ilattie  A.,  daughter  of 
William  Kessler,  of  Richmond  Hill.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  T8()r),  and  they  have 
two  children :  Aubrey  K.,  and  Francis  K.  The 
parents  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal  church 
and  occuj^y  a  prominent  position  in  social  circles. 
The  Doctor  also  belongs  to  the  Richmond  Hill 
Association,  the  Richmond  Hill  Golf  Club  and 
the  Republican  Club,  the  last  named  plainly  indi- 
cating his  views  on  political  questions.  Skilled 
in  his  profession,  genial  in  manner,  cordial  and 
social  in  dispositicMi,  Dr.  Scovil  has  made  many 
friends  on  Long  Island,  both  through  profes- 
sional intercourse  and  through  social  relations. 

L\MES  VAXDER\^EER. 

James  Vanderveer  is  residing  at  Queens, 
Long  Island,  where  he  is  identified  with  agricul- 
tural interests,  successfulv  operating  a  rich  tract 
of  land.  He  was  born  at  New  Lots,  on  the  15th 
of  September,  1858,  his  father,  Stephen  L. 
X'anderveer,  being  a  native  o£  the  same  place  and 
there  died  on  the  lOth  of  March,  1897.  His  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  John  A.  Kowenhoner  of 
Gravesend.     She  still  survives  her  husband  and 
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is  now  seventy-six  years  of  age.  In  their  family 
were  six  children :  Ida,  the  wife  of  George  Ryer- 
son,  of  Gravesend :  John  K.,  w^ho  is  living  in 
Brooklyn,  Henry  5.  and  Peter  L.,  both  of  whom 
are  residents  of  Flat  Bush ;  James,  whose  name 
introduces  this  review,  and  May  E.,  who  com- 
pletes the  family.  James  Vanderveer  attended 
the  public  schools  and  became  proficient  in  the 
branches  of  English  learning  usually  taught  in 
such  institutions.  With  farm  work  he  early 
became  familiar  and  throughout  his  entire  life 
he  has  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits.  Since 
1897  he  has  resided  at  his  present  home  in 
Queens,  where  he  has  thirty-four  and  one-half 
acres  of  rich  land  on  which  he  is  engaged  in 
raising  vegetables  for  the  market.  He  thoroughly 
understands  the  business  and  his  products  are  of 
such  excellent  size  and  quality  that  he  has  ever 
commanded  a  high  market  price  and  finds  a 
ready  sale  for  all  that  he  produces. 

Mr.  \^anderveer  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Cornelia  A.  Van  Siclen,  a  daughter  of  Martin  R. 
Van  Siclen  of  Jamaica,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated on  the  6th  of  December,  1882.  Their 
only  living  child  is  a  daughter  named  Ida  J.  The 
family  attend  the  Jamaica  Dutch  Reformed 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Vanderveer  is  a  verv  active 
and  zealous  member.  He  is  serving  as  one  of 
the  elders  of  the  church  and  is  a  worker  in  the 
Queens'  Sundav-school.  His  infiuence  is  ever 
on  the  right  side  of  right  and  he  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  material  up-building  of  the 
neighborhood  in  which  he  is  living.  His  life  is 
in  harmony  w'ith  his  principles  and  through  a 
successful  business  career  his  word  has  ever  been 
synonymous  with  integrity. 

HON.  SAMUEL  V.  SEARING. 

Judicious  investment  in  real  estate  and  tlie 
consequent  riso  in  property,  together  with  activ- 
ity in  the  insurance  business,  have  made  Hon. 
Samuel  \ .  .Searin.G^  one  of  the  prosperous  resi- 
dents of  Mineola,  but  it  is  not  alone  on  account  of 
the  very  Qrati lying  success  he  has  achieved  that 
lie  deserves  to  be  mentioned  in  the  history  of 
Long  Island,  but  on  account  of  the  straightfor- 


ward policy  he  has  ever  followed  and  the  fidelity 
and  capability  which  he  has  manifested  in  official 
life.  In  whatever  relation  he  has  been  placed  he 
has  been  found  true  to  a  high  standard  of  man- 
hood and  therefore  he  enjoys  tlie  warm  regaid 
of  his  fellow  men. 

His  father  was  the  Hon.  John  A.  Searing,  who 
was  born  in  Searingtown,  North  Hempstead, 
September  15,  18 12,  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
upon  the  old  homestead  owned  by  his  father.  Colo- 
nel Searing.  When  he  had  attained  adult  years  he 
married  Susan  E.  Valentine,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  children,  but  our  subject  is  now  the 
only  survivor  of  the  family.  His  father  was  a 
man  of  wide  influence,  well  fitted  to  become  a 
leader  of  public  thought  and  action.  Called  to 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  he  served  for 
eighteen  months,  and  his  decisions  were  strictly 
fair  and  unbiased  by  personal  prejudice  or  feel- 
ing. For  one  term  he  filled  the  office  of  county 
sheriff,  but  still  further  political  honors  awaited 
him,  for  his  fellow  townsmen  chose  him  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  general  assembly  of  the  state. 
In  1855  he  was  elected  to  congress  and  in  the 
legislative  halls  of  the  nation  he  was  found  an 
able  and  active  member,  who  fearlessly  upheld 
the  principles  in  which  he  believed  and  did  all  in 
his  power  to  promote  the  country's  welfare.  He 
was  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  Democracy,  and  al- 
though he  never  again  entered  official  life  after 
his  retirement  from  congress  he  always  main- 
tained a  deep  interest  in  the  political  situation  of 
the  country,  and  kept  well  informed  on  the  issues 
of  the  day.  The  remaining  years  of  his  life  were 
devoted  to  farming.  He  was  an  active  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  in 
his  life  exemplified  his  Christian  faith.  He  died 
on  the  5th  of  Mav,  1876,  and  his  wife  survived 
him  only  a  few  days,  passing  away  on  the  27th 
of  the  same  month.  His  life  work  was  in  many 
respects  beneficial  to  the  community  and  his  in- 
fluence was  ever  on  the  side  of  reform,  improve- 
ment, advancement  and  the  right. 

At  the  family  home  near  Mineola  Mr.  Sear- 
ing was  born  on  the  20th  of  January.  1836.  and 
at  the  usual  age  he  entered  the  public  schools, 
later  continuing  his  studies  in  Union  Hall  Acad- 
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cniy,  in  Jamaica.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an  employe 
in  the  clothing  house  of  P.  C.  Barnum  &  Com- 
pany, where  he  remained  for  four  years,  and  then 
entered  the  jobbing  house  of  Booth  &  Tuttle, 
dealers  in  dry  goods.  In  1858  he  was  appointed 
chief  clerk  in  the  appraiser's  office  in  the  custom 
house,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  three 
years.  In  1862  he  accepted  a  position  in  the  ship- 
ping house  of  Charles  L.  Colby  &  Comj)any, 
where  he  remained  until  1866.  when,  desiring  to 
enter  upon  an  independent  business  career,  he 
established  a  shipping  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, shipping  to*  southern  ports,  but  the  Civil 
war  had  imp)overished  the  country  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  the  new  enterprise  did  not  prove  profit- 
able and  after  a  year  was  abandoned.  Turning 
his  attention  to  the  insurance  business  in  Mine- 
ola.  he  became  agent  for  a  number  of  the  old  line 
companies,  and  since  that  time  has  had  a  contin- 
ually increasing  clientage  in  that  line,  annually 
writing  up  a  large  amount  of  business,  represent- 
ing many  thousand  dollars.  In  1890  he  also 
began  dealing  in  real  estate  and  platted  a  portion 
of  his  property  near  the  village,  which  he  has  sold 
in  lots.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  business  jtidg- 
ment,  enterprising,  energetic  and  progressive,  and 
carries  forward  to  successful  completion  what- 
ever he  undertakes,  so  that  he  is  now  one  of  the 
affluent  men  of  the  community. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  i860,  Mr.  Searing  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Annie  A.  Searing,  a 
slaughter  of  Aldred  L.  Searing,  of  IV(K>klyn.  She 
^vas  bom  in  Jamaica,  her  father  at  that  time  being 
2  business  man  of  that  place,  and  by  her  marriage 
*he  has  become  the  mothef  of  one  son,  Frank  A. 
For  many  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Searing  have  been 
^nembers  of  St.  George's  Episcopal  church  of 
Hempstead,  and  their  membershi])  is  now  in  the 
Cathedral  of  the  Incarnation  at  Garden'  City. 
^vliere  Mr.  Searing  has  been  usher  for  a  number 
^jf  years.  Mr.  Searing  gives  his  political  supix)rt 
tn  the  Democracy ,  and  his  fellow  townsmen,  recog- 
nizing hio  worth  and  ability,  have  fref|uently 
called  him  to  public  office.  In  1867  and  t868  he 
was  elected  town  clerk  and  in  1871  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  capacity  he  served 


for  a  term  of  four  years.  In  1891  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  was  then  re-elected  for  another  full 
term.  His  **even-handed  justice  won  golden 
opinions  from  all  sorts  of  people*'  and  his  decis- 
ions were  characterized  bv  the  utmost  fairness 
and  impartiality.  His  incuml>ency  continued  un- 
til 1899.  In  1892  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his 
district  in  the  legislature  by  the  largest  majority 
ever  given  in  the  district  and  his  course  in  the 
general  assembly  was  creditable  alike  to  himself, 
his  constituents  and  the  i)eople  at  large.  He  fear- 
lessly supported  every  measure  which  he  believed 
would  be  for  the  good  of  the  people  and  as  fear- 
lessly r)pj)osed  those  which  he  believed  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  state.  In 
Decemlx^r,  1894.  he  was  appointed  deputy  col- 
lector of  internal  revenue  for  the  first  district  of 
Xew  York.  The  list  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Queens  countv  alwavs  contains  his  name  as  one 
of  its  representative  and  honored  citizens.  His 
lecord  as  an  official  and  as  a  business  man  has 
been  so  commendable  that  he  has  gained  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in  contact,  and  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  assemblyman  and  in  other  offices  he  has 
won  still  higher  cncomitmis  from  his  fellow  men 
bv  reason  of  the  fidelitv  and  abilitv  which  he  has 
manifested  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

CORXELIUS  D.  CURNEN. 

Cornelius  D.  Curnen  is  well  known  in  busi- 
ness circles  both  of  Xew  York  city  and  Far 
Rockaway,  while  connected  also  with  social 
progress  and  public  affairs.  He  makes  his  home 
in  the  last  mentioned  place  and  is  accounted  one 
of  its  most  progressive  men.  His  birth,  how- 
ever, occurred  in  the  metropolis,  his  natal  day 
being  August  29,  1865.  His  father,  L.  Curnen, 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  emigrating  to  America 
became  an  active  factor  in  industrial  circles  of 
Xew  York  city  as  a  prominent  contractor  and 
builder.  He  not  only  put  up  many  large  and 
substantial  structures  there  but  was  also  identi- 
fied with  the  building  interests  in  Far  Rockaway, 
where  his  family  spent  the  summer  months.  Mr. 
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Cumen  is  still  living  and  has  now  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 

Cornelius  D.  Curnen  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  though  still  a  young 
man  has  alreadv  obtained  verv  desirable  success 
in  business  circles.  A  year  ago  he  organized  the 
Brewers  &  Distillers  Mercantile  Agency,  doing 
business  at  No.  309  Broadway;  has  been  presi- 
dent of  this  firm  from  the  beginning  and  is  doing 
an  extensive  business  with  wholesale  grocers, 
brewers  and  other  men  in  the  trade. 

In  1893  Mr.  Curnen  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Josephine  Reilly,  a  daughter  of  Bernard 
Reillv,  of  New  York,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  three  interesting  children,  Adrian, 
B.,  Josephine  and-  Mary.  They  have  a  very 
pleasant  and  attractive  home  at  Far  Rockaway 
where  for  twentv-nine  vcars  Mr.  Cunien  has 
spent  the  summer  months  and  now  makes  his 
home  throughout  the  year.  For  three  years  he 
has  been  the  president  of  the  Far  Rockaway  Tax: 
Payers  Association  and  is  deeply  interested  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare,  upbuilding 
and  aflvancement  of  the  place.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  enterprise,  laudable  ambition  and 
determination  and  these  qualities  arc  manifest  in 
his  prosperous  business  career. 

JOHN  L.  LAWRENCE. 

John  L.  Lawrence  was  born  in  New  York 
citv,  as  was  his  father.  Alfred  N.  Lawrence,  and 
the  grandfather,  John  B.  Lawrence,  first  opened 
his  eyes  to*  the  light  of  day  in  the  American 
metropolis.  Alfred  N.  Lawrence  became  a  very 
important  factor  in  commercial  circles,  being  an 
importer  of  drugs  and  a  wholesale  dealer  in  New 
York.  His  business  reached  extensive  propor- 
tions and  brought  to  him  a  splendid  annual 
income.  His  commercial  pursuits  were  con- 
ducted along  the  lines  of  the  most  strict  business 
ethics  and  his  house  there  sustained  an  unassail- 
able reputation :  his  capable  management,  keen 
foresight  and  untiring  diligence  resulting  in 
bringing  to  him  prosperity,  and  with  a  handsome 
income  he  retired  from  business  life  in  1874.  In 
the  meantime,  he  had  placed  much  of  his  money 


in  that  safest  of  all  investments,  real  estate.  In 
connection  with  his  brother  he  went  to  Far 
Rockaway,  where  in  1856  he  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  and  improved  the  property  upon 
which  the  depot  is  built  in  the  former  village  and 
he  and  his  brother  were  very  important  factors 
in  beautifying  and  iniproving  this  section  of  the 
Island,  making  it  what  it  is  today.  With  keen 
foresight  they  realized  that  the  future  of  this 
portion  of  the  Island  was  a  bright  one  and  that 
investment  must  eventually  bring  a  splendid 
financial  return.  Alfred  N.  Lawrence  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lawrence,  a 
daughter  of  John  L.  Lawrence,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  two  are 
diving.     The  parents  both  died  in  1884. 

In  taking  up  the  personal  history  of  John  L. 
Lawrence,  whose  name  introduces  this  record, 
we  present  to  our  readers  the  life  of  one  who  is 
widely  and  favorably  known,  having  always 
resided  in  this  portion  of  the  Empire  state.  He 
pursued  his  education  in  New  York  city,  but  has 
for  a  number  of  years  maintained  his  abode  in 
the  village  of  Lawrence,  superintending  his 
property  interests,  but  at  the  present  time  he  is 
otherwise  living  retired.  In  local  affairs  he 
takes  an  active  and  influential  part,  co-operating 
in  all  measures  for  the  general  good  and  im- 
provement of  the  village.  Four  times  he  has 
served  as  its  president  and  his  administration 
has  been  practical  and  progressive.  His  political 
support  is  given  the  Republican  party. 

In  November,  1895,  Mr.  Lawrence  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Work,  a 
daughter  of  J.  H.  Work,  of  New  York,  and  their 
home  has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Alice. 
Mr.  Lawrence  belongs  to  the  Rockaway  Hunt 
Club. 

A.  J.  VAN  SICLEN. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  in  no  section  of 
the  country  do  families,  through  succeeding 
generations,  retain  their  residence  in  one  place 
as  they  do  on  Long  Island,  and  iii  tracing  genea- 
logical lines  we  find  that  the  original  representa- 
tive of  the  family  on  the  island  has  been  followed 
by  sons,  grandsons,  great-grandsons,  and  even  bv 
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a  more  remote  posterity  who  have  retained  their 

iionies  in  the  same  section  of  the  island  where  the 

ancestor  first  located.     The  Van  Siclens  are  one 

oi   the  old  Holland  families  of  the    island    and 

through     succeeding    generations    its    members 

ha\'c  been    loval  to  the    best  interests     of    their 

neigfhborhood  and  have  been  known  as  reliable 

and    trustworthv  business  men.     The  familv  was 

fotinded  by  Holland    emigrants    at    New    Lots. 

Ah>raliam   Van   Siclcn,   the  great-grandfather  of 

oax"    subject,  was  there  born  and  reared  and   in 

tho    locality  spent  his  entire  life,  following  fami- 

inj;^    for  many  years  and  also  engaging  in  other 

brnnches  of  business.     He  had  three  sons,  John, 

Abraham  and  James.  The  last  named,  grandfather 

of    our  subject,  was  l>orn  on  what  is  now  \'an 

Siclen  avenue  in  East  Rnx^klyn,  Xew  York,  and 

Auring  the  twenties  removed  to  Jamaica,  where 

he  remained  until  his  death  which  occurred  i)ri()r 

to  the  Civil  war.     Tlis  wife,  whose  maiden  name 

was  r<la   Kouwenhoven,  was  born  at   Flallands, 

of  an  old  Long  Island    family   also  of  Holland 

lineage,  and  survived  her  husband  ten  years. 

Garrett  Van  Siclen,  one  of  her  sons  and  the 
lather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Jamaica  South 
and  about  1832  removed  to  Flushing,  where 
through  the  great  part  of  his  life  he  has  carried 
on  famiing.  He  married  Matilda  Hagerman,  a 
daughter  of  Andrew  Hagerman.  of  Roslyn,  Long 
Island,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children.  The  mother  died  in  1898  but  the 
father  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years. 

On  the  old  family  farmstead  at  Flushing,  on 
the  loth  of  December,  1855,  A.  J.  Van  Siclen 
^*as  born  and    in  the    public    schools     of     the 
neighborhood    he    obtained    his    education.     He 
early  became  familiar  through  practical  experi- 
ence  with  the  work  of  the  farm  and  when  he 
l^egan  business  on  his  own  account  it  was  in  the 
line  of  labor  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  follow- 
ing agricultural    pursuits    until     1900    when  he 
established  a  coal  yard  in  Jamaica,  where  he  is 
still  engaged  in  business,  having  already  secured 
a  good  patronage.     He  also  sells  fertilizers  and 
his  trade  is  constantly  increasing,  for  his  honor- 
able methods  commend  him  to  all. 


On  the  23d  of  February,  1880,  Mr.  Van 
Siclen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  A. 
Lott,  a  daughter  of  Hendrick  Lott,  of  Jamaica, 
and  they  now  have  one  son,  G.  M.  Mr.  Van 
Siclen  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the 
Refomied  church,  of  Jamaica,  and  he  is  now 
serving  as  one  of  its  elders. 

E.  WirJ.ARD  JONES. 

The  little  rock-ribbed  countrv  of  Wales  has 
fm-nishe<l  a  relatively  large  percentage  of  citizens 
to  the  new  world.  Tt  was  in  that  land  that  the  an- 
cestors of  our  subject  lived,  although  the  family 
was  founded  on  American  soil  at  an  earlv  dav. 
John  J(jnes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Xew  York  city  and  became  a  noted  man. 
He  was  one  of  the  owners  of  Jones  Woods,  on 
Manhattan  ^sland,  a  very  favorite  resort  at  one 
time. 

\\.  Willard  Jones  was  also  born  in  the  me- 
tropolis and  in  the  •])ublic  schools  pursued  his 
education  and  at  an  early  age  became  conn'ected 
with  the  hat  business,  in  which  he  has  steadily 
advanced  until  as  proprietor  of  a  large  estab- 
lishment of  his  own  he  is  reaping  a  rich  finan- 
cial reward  for  his  labors.  He  placed  his  de- 
]XMidence  upon  close  a})])lication,  attention  to  de- 
tails, enterprise  and  diligence  and  found  that 
they  proved  an  excellent  foundation  upon  which 
to  rear  the  superstructure  of  prosperity.  As  the 
years  have  passed  he  has  also  made  judicious  in- 
vestments in  real  estate  and  has  developed  valu- 
able property.  In  1892  he  purchased  the  old  Nos- 
trand  farm  and  laid  it  out  into  lots,  calling  the 
place  Brooklyn  Manor.  He  built  many  houses 
there,  making  the  place  an  attractive  suburban 
town.  He  has  also  prospered  in  making  addi- 
tions to  Ocean  Grove  and  Asburv  Park  and  his 
labors  have  also  been  of  such  a  character  that 
they  have  benefitted  the  communities  in  which  he 
has  carried  on  his  real  estate  dealings. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  1871,  Mr.  Jones 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  AL 
r>reakel,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  R.  Breakel,  of  New- 
York,  and  unto  them  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  three  are  living:     Tvan  A.,  Mil- 
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dretl  G.  and  Mav  N.  In  1888  the  mother  de- 
parted  this  life.  Fraternally  Mr.  Jones  is  con- 
nectefl  with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  belongs  to 
St.  John's  Methodist  church,  of  Brookh-n,  gave 
the  land  for  St.  ^Tatthew's  Episcopal  church,  of 
Hnx)klyn  Manor,  and  has  been  a  most  generous 
donrjr  to  church  work  in  many  of  its  departments. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  progress  and  wel- 
fare of  Long  Island  and  has  contributed  in  many 
ways  in  its  substantial  upbuilding  and  to  its  de- 
velopment along  intellectual  and  moral  lines. 

C).  C.  JACKSON,  D.  V.  S. 

Dr.  O.  C.  Jackson,  who  is  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  veterinary  surgery  at  Jamaica,  was  born 
in  New  York  city  on  the  29th  of  January,  1845. 
Hin  grandfather  was  Obediah  Jackson,  and  his 
father,  T.  T.  Jackson,  was  boni  at  Cedar  Swamp, 
I^Hig  Island.  The  Doctor  obtained  his  literary 
cuhication  in  the  public  schools  of  Jamaica  and 
at  th«*  early  age  of  seventeen  years  responded  to  his 
roiuilry's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  in  the  Fifth 
Uegiineiit,  New  York  \'olunteers,  known  as  Dur- 
Vi'e'rt  Zmiaves.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
lieutniant  and  had  reached  the  captaincy  of  his 
uMUpaiiv  when  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  He 
ni'ived  ft»ur  years  and  eight  months  and  was  al- 
WH.NH  ftmnd  at  the  head  of  his  men  when 
duly  ealled,  He  did  nuich  scouting  duty  and 
Uvi^'e  Ins  ln»rse  was  wounded  under  him,  but 
ih\m^h  Heveral  times  bullets  pierced  his  clothes 
hv  Wi^:^  never  injured  thereby.  He  tixik  part  in 
^vveval  pitched  battles  and  f(^r  a  time  was  in  the 
1,'iuU^I  States  Colored  Cavalry.  At  the  close  of 
iho  \\<kv  he  returned  to  his  home  with  an  honor- 
Able  militurv  record. 

l^Okiu<  up  again  tlie  pursuits  of  civil  lite, 
hv»  v'WRi^K^'^l  ttt  operating  the  old  honiesioail  farm 
i\h:  »i  liuK*  atul  also  coniluciod  a  si<^ro  there.  He 
hkvv^i^C  vuu  a  Mage  line  from  Mushing  to  la- 
'U4i<«^«UKl  was  \\\  eharue  of  iho  mail  line  for  three 
Nv^s^  vllirinjk*  whieh  time  he  never  :r.isscvl  a  trip. 
^.^ti^miliiii^  to  vlevote  his  life  t«^  the  practice  ^^\ 
E»a^>  sttrjjery,  he  was  c:rathiateil  at  th»' 
\<tcriHarN  i'ollci:c  ot  New  York  witV 
Ijijt^V     He  llun  caTi^e  t'»  Jamaica  an«l 


opened  an  office,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
verv  successful  in  his  treatment  of  diseases  com- 
nion  to  horses.  He  has  cured  eight  out  of  twelve 
cases  of  lock-jaw  and  has  compounded  a  colic 
remedy  and  other  remedial  agencies  of  g^eat 
\alue.  He  also  conducts  a  farm  and  breeds  Bel- 
gian hares  and  Flemish  giant  rabbits  for  the  mar- 
ket and  is  also  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  driv- 
ing ponies. 

Dr.  Jackson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Caroline  Burdett,  a  daughter  of  John  A.  Burdett, 
of  Williamsburg,  and  unto  them  have  been  born 
eigiit  children:  Laura,  the  wife  of  George  Co- 
vert, of  Floral  Park,  Long  Island :  Maude,  the 
wife  of  George  W'ig^ns,  of  New  Hyde  Park, 
Long  Island ;  Oscar  C. :  Julia,  wife  of  Oliver 
Tunis,  of  Flushing:  Timothy  T. :  Carrie:  Will- 
iam ;  and  John.  The  Doctor  still  maintains  pleas- 
ant relationship  with  his  old  army  comrades 
through  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  He  has  long  resided  in  this 
portion  of  the  Island  and  has  a  wide  acquaintance. 
As  a  citizen  he  is  interested  in  all  measures  for 
the  general  good  and  his  worth  is  widely  recog- 
nized. 

W.  S.  NICHOLS. 

W.  S.  Xichols,  of  Queens,  Long  Island,  is 
descended  from  an  old  Xew  England  family  of 
Mayflower  fame.  They  lived  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  there  waiter  Xichols,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  boni  and  reared.  A  half  century 
ago  he  removed  to  Brooklyn  and,  establishing  an 
office  there,  became  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  successful  insurance  men  on  the  island.  He 
was  long  connected  with  its  business  but  is  now 
living  retired  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years  and 
well  does  he  deserve  this  rest  in  the  evening  of 
life. 

W.  S.  Xichols  was  Ix^rn  in  Rhode  Island  and 
ohtainevl  his  cvluoaiion  in  the  local  schools.  At 
an  early  age  he  entered  upon  his  business  career 
and  has  since  been  enga^^^e  1  in  the  commission 
'I'^iru'ss.  wh.ioh  be  has  mastered  in  its  various  de- 
]v>n!r.e!>t<.   AfuT  >«.rving  as  an  employe  of  others 
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for  eight  years,  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  Jed  Frye  &  Company 
and  is  meeting  with  success  in  his  undertakings 
as  a  commission  merchant.  The  members  of  the 
lirniarc  well  known  and  the  house  sustains  an  un- 
assailable reputation.  Suice  1888  Mr.  Nichols 
ha<.  been  located  in  Queens  where  he  still  main- 
tains his  residence. 

In  1872  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Nichols  and  Miss  Susan  E.  Losce,  a  daughter  of 
\  alentine  Losee  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
old  families  of  Hempstead.     Their  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  six  children,  of  whom  three 
are  yet  living.     Mr.  Nichols  belongs  to  the  Re- 
formed  church,  is    a    liberal    contributor    to    its 
support  and    takes    a    helpful  interest  in  many 
movements  for  the  general  gcxxl.    The  favorable 
judgment  which  the  public  passed  upon  him  in 
his  earlv  vears  has  never  been  set  aside  or  in  anv 
degree  modified  and  all  who  know  him  unite  in 
bearing  testimony  to  his  high  character. 

HON.  MORRIS    FOSDICK. 

To  indulge  in  prolix  encomium  of  a  life 
which  was  eminently  one  of  subjective  modesty 
would  be  palpably  incongruous,  even  though  the 
record  of  gcKxl  accomplished,  of  kindly  deeds  per- 
fonned  and  of  high  relative  precedence  attained, 
might  seem  to  justify  the  utterance  of  glowing 
eulogy.  He  to  whom  this  memoir  is  dedicated 
was  a  man  who  *'  stood  four-square  to  every 
wind  that  blows,"  who  was  possessed  of  distin- 
oaiished  abilitv  and  was  vitallv  instinct  with  the 
deeper  human  sympathies,  and  yet  who,  during 
his  long  and  useful  life,  signally  avoided  every- 
thing that  smacked  of  display  and  notoriety, — 
and  in  this  spirit  would  the  biographer  wish  to 
have  his  utterances  construed.  The  veil  was  lifted 
to  gain  the  new  glory  of  a  true  and  beautiful  life 
when  death  placed  the  seal  upon  his  mortal  lips. 
.\s  has  been  well  said  of  him  in  a  previous  tri- 
bute, "  He  was  a  man  of  great  strength  of  char- 
acter and  wielded  an  influence  in  public  affairs 
that  is  still  felt  throughout  the  community.  The 
son  of  poor  parents,  and  starting  in  life  w^ithout 
the  prestige  of  fortune  or  influential  friends,  he 


achieved  a  success  that  was  noteworthv  and 
gained  a  name  that  was  the  synonym  of  personal 
and  judicial  integrity."  Queens  county,  Long 
Island,  held  him  in  high  honor  while  living  and 
reveres  his  memory  while  he  has  passed  through 
the  sunset  gates  of  the  life  eternal  and  rests  from 
his  labors,  his  death  having  occurred  at  his  old 
and  cherished  home  in  Jamaica  June  26,  1892. 

Judge  I'^osdick  was  a  native  of  Long  Island, 
having  l)een  born  in  the  village  of  Springfield, 
town  of  Jamaica,  Queens  county,  on  the  7th  of 
November,  18 14,  the  son  of  Morris  Fosdick,  Sr., 
who  was  torn  at  Oyster  Bay,  Nassau  county. 
Long  Island,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1770,  and 
who  was  a  teacher  in  the  Springfield  school  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  the 
year  1835.  So  far  as  authentic  records  indicate, 
the  original  American  ancestor  was  Stephen  Fos- 
dick,  who,  it  is  believed,  came  from  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  settling  in  Charlestown,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1635.  One  of  his  descendants  was 
Samuel  Fosdick,  who  was  born  in  New  London, 
Connecticut,  in  17 10,  and  who  removed  to  Oyster 
Bay,  Long  Island,  about  1730,  there  continuing 
to  make  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
while  his  j)atriotism  and  loyal  zeal  were  mani- 
fested by  his  active  service  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Continental  line  during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. His  son  Morris,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  was  reared  and  educated  on  Long 
Island,  and  that  he  duly  profited  by  the  advantages 
afforded  him  is  evident  when  we  revert  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began 
teaching  sch(X>l,  engaging  in  pedagogic  work  at 
various  points  on  the  Hudson  river,  later  follow- 
ing the  same  vocation  at  Oyster  Bay  until  1792, 
while  he  subsequently  taught  for  sixteen  years 
in  Far  Rockaway,  whence,  in  1808,  he  removed  to 
Springfield,  where  he  taught  successfully  until 
the  time  of  his  death, — a  period  of  a  quarter  of  a 
centurv.  He  was  also  a  land  survevor,  and  his 
services  were  in  much  demand  in  this  capacity. 
While  residing  at  Far  Rockaway  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Jane  Doughty,  a  birth-right  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends  and  a  lineal  de- 
scendant from  Rev.  Francis  Doughty,  who  was 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  on  Long  Isl- 
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and.  Of  the  children  of  this  union  we  may  re- 
cord that  John  D.  lived  in  New  York  city  and 
Charles  in  Jamaica ;  Seaman  was  a  prominent  and 
honored  citizen  of  Springfield,  where  he  was  in- 
cumbent of  various  local  offices,  including  those 
of  justice  of  the  peace  and  town  trustee;  his  son 
Stephen  died  from  wounds  received  while  in  act- 
ive service  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion :  Solomon 
was  a  resident  of  New  York  city,  and  his  son 
Alexander  was  likewise  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
army,  having  been  a  sergeant  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Regiment  (zouaves) 
and  having  been  wounded  in  attack  on  Port 
Hudson,  whence  he  was  sent  to  New  Orleans  and 
thence  to  New  York,  arriving  in  Brooklyn  July 
31,  1863,  and  dying  a  few  hours  later,  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  injuries. 

Judge  Morris  Fosdick  was  the  youngest  in 
the  family  of  nine  children  and  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 
He  succeeded  the  latter  as  teacher  in  the  Spring- 
field school,  where  he  continued  his  pedagogic 
labors  with  marked  success  for  an  interval  of  sev- 
enteen years,  thus  making  a  period  of  forty-two 
years  that  the  school  had  been  in  charge  of  his 
father  and  himself  in  turn  and  in  consecutive 
order.  During  this  time  he  also  devoted  no  little 
attention  to  the  practical  work  of  his  profession 
as  land  surveyor,  in  which  he  had  acquired  ample 
experience  under  the  effective  direction  of  his 
honored  father,  while  he  also  acted  as  a  convey- 
ancer, being  energetic  and  faithful  and  ever  aim- 
ing to  advance  himself  by  all  legitimate  and  wor- 
thy means.  In  1849  ^^c  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  judge,  whereupon  he  resigned  his  posi- 
tion as  a  teacher  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  new  office,  to  which  he  brought  to  bear  an  in- 
flexible integrity  of  puqjose,  a  calm  and  delib- 
erate intellect  and  a  mature  judgment.  It  should 
also  be  mentioned  that  j)rior  to  this  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  serve  in  many  other  offices  of  local 
trust  and  responsibility,  signifying  the  confidence 
and  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  in  the  comnmni- 
ty.  In  1S3S  he  had  been  appointed  commissioner 
of  (locds,  three  years  later  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace,  being  re-elected  in   1845 


and  1849,  while  in  1846  Governor  Wright  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  appointment  of  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  so  that  he  was  well  equip- 
ped to  assume  the  office  of  county  judge  and  sur- 
rogate upon  his  election,  three  -\'ears  later.  He 
administered  the  affairs  of  this  dual  office  with 
distinctive  discrimination  and  ability,  and  the 
popular  appreciation  of  his  services  was  shown  by 
his  re-election  in  1853  ^"^1  again  in  1857,  and 
when  the  two  offices  were  separated  he  was  made 
incumbent  of  that  of  surrogate,  of  which  he  re- 
mained in  tenure  until  1866.  In  1856  Judge  Fos- 
dick became  a  member  of  the  board  of  education, 
and  in  1863  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Union  Hall  Academv,  his  interest 
in  educational  affairs  and  all  else  that  concerned 
the  best  interests  of  the  community  being  unflag- 
ging until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Jamaica  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
until  his  death. 

In  summing  up  the  general  characteristics  of 
the  man,  we  can  not,  perhaps,  do  better  than  to 
quote  from  an  appreciative  article  previously  pub- 
lished concerning  him :  "  Under  all  circumstances 
Judge  Fosdick  was  recognized  as  one  of  those 
public-spirited  citizens  who  could  be  relied  upon 
to  aid  in  every  worthy  enterprise,  and  although 
he  was  quiet  and  unostentatious  in  dispensing 
charity,  he  did  so  in  that  practical  way  that  ex- 
perience taught  him  accomplished  the  best  re- 
sults. His  knowledge  of  men  was  of  a  broad 
character,  and  he  was  always  liberal  and  charit- 
able in  his  views.  The  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  the  people — a  confidence  that  showed 
itself  in  the  fact  that  thousands  of  dollars  were 
placed  in  his  care — was  never  betrayed,  and 
throughout  his  long  life  he  retained  the  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  he  had  business  or  social  rela- 
tions.  His  legal  knowledge,  accom])anie(l  by 
broad  experience,  was  large  and  comprehensive, 
and  his  rulings  on  the  bench  were  invariably  just 
and  according  to  the  law.*'  Tn  jH^litics  Judge 
l^'osdick  was  a  stanch  su]>porter  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  his  religitnis  faith  was  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  church. 
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Standing  in  the  great  whiter  light  of  a  life 
and  character  like  this,  we  can  not  but  realize 
that  his  was  the  faith  that  made  faithful  and  that 
he  hVed  up  to  his  ideals  as  nearly  as  it  is  possible 
for  man  to  do,  his  entire  career  being  without 
shadow  of  wrong  or  injustice  and  his  escutcheon 
being  untarnished   by   the   slightest   blot   on   its 
burnished    face,  typifying  the   worthy  and  pro- 
lific life.     In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its 
worthiest  and    most    honored    citizens,  and  his 
name  will    be    lastingly  inscribed    on    the  scroll 
which  perpetuates  the  memory  of  those  who  have 
lived  to  gcx)dly  ends  and  won  a  place  in  the  affec- 
tion and  esteem  of  their  contem])oraries.  ' 

The  home  life  of  Judge  lM:)sdick  was  one  of 
ideal  character,  and  as  such  we  would  not,  if  pos- 
sible, lift  the  veil  which  guards  such  sacred  pre- 
cincts. It  is,  however,  fitting  that  mention  be 
made  of  his  marriage  and  of  the  exoteric  features 
in  the  domestic  chapter  of  his  life  history.  In 
the  year  1836  Judge  Fosdick  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Catherine  J.  Baylis,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Baylis  and-  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Elias  Baylis,  who  was  chairman  of  the  executive 
committee  of  Jamaica  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  Continental  congress  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  Mrs.  Fosdick,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 4,  1S17,  still  resides  in  the  old  homestead, 
so  hallowed  bv  the  memories  and  associations  of 
the  past,  and  in  her  venerable  age  she  is  accorded 
the  utmost  filial  solicitude  bv  her  children  and 
children's  children.  The  homestead  was  the  home 
of  her  husband  and  herself  for  forty-two  years 
and  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  house  now  extant  in 
Jamaica.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Fosdick  became  the 
parents  of  four  children :  Lewis  L.,  of  whom 
specific  mention  will  be  made  in  appending  para- 
graphs: Fannie  C,  who  was  born  in  1843,  became 
the  wife  of  George  L.  Peck,  of  Jamaica,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  1875  ;  Caroline  1>.  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  W.  Gale,  son  of  the  late  Hon.  M.  D.  Gale, 
of  Xew  York  citv,  and  thev  make  their  home  in 
Jamaica:  and  John  B.,  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Jamaica,  died  on  the  6th  of  March,  i8(>S, 
aged  forty-two  years. 

Lewis  L.  Fosdick  was  born  in  Jamaica  on  the 


21  St  of  July,  1837,  and  received  his  early  educa- 
tional discipline  in  the  public  schools,  after  which 
he  prepared  for  college  in  the  Union  Hall  Acad- 
emy. He  then  entered  the  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1858.  In  preparing  for  the 
active  dufies  of  life  he  adopted  the  profession  of 
law,  prosecuting  his  technical  reading  and  study 
under  the  able  preceptorship  of  Judge  John  J. 
Armstrong,  of  Jamaica,  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  state  in  i860,  after  which  he  became  asso- 
ciated in  practice  with  his  preceptor,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Armstrong  &  Fosdick,  this  alliance 
continuing  until  the  death  of  Judge  Armstrong, 
in  1886,  since  which  time  Mr.  Fosdick  has  con- 
ducted an  individual  practice,  having  gained  dis- 
tinctive professional  prestige  and  being  one  of  the 
representative  liiembers  of  the  bar  of  the  state. 
Yxo\w  1 87 1  until  1873  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  village  of  Jamaica,  but 
has  never  sought  political  preferment,  devoting 
his  attention  entirely  to  his  large  and  important 
professional  business.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Jamaica  Savings  Bank  from  1874  until  1892. 
when  he  succeeded  his  father  as  treasurer  of  this 
institution,  but  resigned  the  office  in  October  of 
the  same  year,  owing  to  the  demands  placed  upon 
him  by  his  law  practice.  In  politics  he  gives  his 
allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  and,  like  his 
father,  he  stands  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  ever 
co-operating  in  the  furtherance  of  all  worthy  en- 
terprises for  the  public  good. 

In  1 86 1  Mr.  Fosdick  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Julia  Fmma  Bennett,  who  died  in  1873, 
leaving  two  children, — Morris  M.,  who  was  bom 
November  25,  1862,  and  who  died  July  30,  1900, 
having  been  a  capable  and  honored  young  busi- 
ness man :  and  Ella  L.,  wife  of  William  H.  Mills, 
of  Jamaica.  In  1878  Mr.  Fosdick  married  Miss 
M.  Eloise  Terry,  of  Sag  Harbor,  and  she  was 
summoned  into  eternal  rest  November  13,  190T, 
having  been  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  her  husband  has  been  an  officer 
since  1864.  She  was  a  woman  of  gentle  refinement 
and  noble  character,  and  her  death  is  mourned 
bv  a  wide  circle  of  devoted  friends. 
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BERNARD    SUYDAM. 

The  old  and  honored  Suydam  family  of  Long 
Island  has  at  Elmhurst,  Queens  county,  a  worthy 
representative  in  Bernard  Suydam,  an  enterpris- 
ing citizen,  prominently  connected  with  various 
important  business  interests,  and  for  many  years 
a  useful  member  of  the  National  Guard.  He  was 
born  August  i6,  1865,  i^i  Queens  county,  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Phoebe  (Ryder)  Suydam.  The  father, 
a  son  of  Hendrick  Suvdam,  who  was  born  in 
Bedford,  was  a  native  of  Bushwick,  now  a  part 
of  Brooklyn.  In  1850  he  removed  to  Queens 
county.  He  was  a  man  of  high  integrity,  and  a 
revered  member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church 
at  Quetns,  in  which  he  was  an  elder  for  many 
years.  Of  his  marriage  with  Phoebe  Ryder,  a 
daughter  of  Lawrence  Ryder,  of  Flat  land,  were 
bom  ten  children,  of  whom  the  nine  following 
named  are  living:  Henr\',  residing  in  Queens; 
Bettie  Ann,  now  wife  of  J.  H.  Hendrickson; 
Lawrence  R.,  of  Floral  Park;  Catherine,  now 
wife  of  D.  R.  Hendrickson,  of  Floral  Park; 
George  E.,  residing  in  Connecticut;  John,  resid- 
ing in  Canandaigua,  New  York ;  Phoebe,  now 
the  wife  of  E.  Titus,  of  Floral  Park :  Bernard,  of 
Elmhurst ;  and  Charles  P>.,  residing  at  home. 

Bernard  Suvdam,  of  the  above  named  family, 
was  educated  in  the  local  schools,  and  afterward 
entered  Brown's  Business  College  in  Brooklyn, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  when  about  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Notwithstanding  his  youth,  he  was 
well  equipped  for  business  j)ursuits  and  for  two 
and  one-half  years  he  rendered  capable  service 
in  the  forwarding  house  of  S.  H.  Payne,  one  of 
the  largest  establishments  of  its  class  in  New 
York.  For  some  time  afterward  he  was  with 
George  Bence  in  the  cigar  business,  and  after- 
ward in  the  manufacturing  concern  of  Jacob  Ad- 
ler  &  Company,  of  New  York.  Subsequently, 
for  three  years  he  successfully  managed  a  rice 
mill  in  Louisiana  for  the  Cord-Meyer  Company. 
Returning  to  Long  Island,  he  located  in  Elm- 
hurst, and  since  May,  1898,  has  been  manager  of 
the  real  estate  business  of  the  Cord-^Teyer  Com- 
pany in  that  village.  He  is  also  treasurer  and 
manager  of  the  Citizens'  Water  Supply  Compa- 


ny, a  director  in  the  Bank  of  Jamaica,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Elmhurst  Branch  of  the  latter  named 
institution.  In  all  these  various  relations  he  is 
esteemed  as  a  man  of  strict  probity  and  public 
spirit. 

Mr.  Suydam  is  prominent  and  influential  in 
the  National  Guard,  state  of  New  York,  with 
which  he  has  been  connected  since  attaining  his 
majority  in  1886.  He  received  the  warrant  of  a 
corporal  in  1889,  and  that  of  a  sergeant  in  1892. 
By  virtue  of  his  service  he  became  a  veteran  in 
1891,  and  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Association 
of  the  City  Guard  the  same  year,  and  ih  1892 
was  unanimously  elected  to  the  position  of  sec- 
retary of  the  Association.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lexington  Lodge,  No.  310,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
has  occupied  all  the  chairs  in  that  body.  He  is 
also  connected  with  the  Democratic  Club  of  New 
York,  the  Elmhurst  Club  and  the  Crescent  Club 
of  Brooklvn. 

Mr.  Suydam  was  married,  April  19,  1893,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Covert,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
G,  Covert.  A  son,  Bernard  Suydam,  Jr.,  was  born 
to  this  marriage.  Mrs.  Suydam  is  a  lady  of  excel- 
lent education,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

C.  C.  NAPIER. 

C.  C.  Napier,  of  Woodhaven,  Long  Island, 
is  now  living  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  rest 
which  he  so  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves  bv 
reason  of  his  industrious  efforts  of  former  years. 
Accomplishment  and  progress  ever  imply  lalx)r, 
energy  and  diligence,  and  it  was  those  qualities 
which  enabled  our  subject  to  rise  from  the  ranks 
of  the  many  and  stand  among  the  successful  few. 

Mr.  Napier  was  lx)rn  in  Woodhaven  on  tho 
13th  of  May,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  John  B.  Napier, 
whose  birth  occurred  within  a  half  mile  of  that 
place.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Andrew  Na- 
pier, was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  while  living 
in  that  country  engaged  in  business  as  a  mer- 
chant, but  after  coming  to  the  United  States  fol- 
lowed farming.  It  was  about  t8oo  that  he  emi- 
grated to  America  and  settled  where  Richmond 
Hill  Terrace  and  Chester  Park  are  now  located. 
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He  was  a  very  active  and  prominent  member  of 
Grace  church,  of  Jamaica,  as  was  also  the  father 
of  our  subject,  who  served    as    vestryman  for 
many  years.     In  1844  the  latter  bought  the  place 
where  our  subject  now  lives,  and  there  made  his 
home  until  called  to  the  final  rest  in  1890,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two   years.     He   married 
Miss  Maria  Emmans,  a  daughter  of  John  Em- 
mans,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1897.    Unto  this 
worthy  couple  were  born  eight  children,  but  only 
three  of  the  number  are  now  living.     One  son, 
Andrew,  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war, 
(luring  which  time  he  rose  from  the  grade  of  pri- 
vate to  the  rank  of  commanding  officer    of    his 
company.     He  was  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-fifth  Regiment,  Second  Battalion, 
Duryee's  Zouaves,  with  which  he  served  during 
the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  on  the  Mississipi)i  river, 
and  was  present  at  its  surrender,  and  was  witli 
Banks   in    the    Red  river  expedition.     He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Louisiana, 
but  after  regaining  his  health  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment and  served  on  the  staff  of  General  Bealc,  in 
Sheridan's  anny,  in  the  famous  Shenandoah  val- 
ky  campaign.    After  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  with  a  creditable  military  rec- 
ord, and  passed  some  twenty  years  in  New  Mexi- 
co and  Texas,  his  death  occurring  in  the  latter 
named  state  in  1889. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  C.  C.  Xapicr 
attended  Union  Hall  Academy  of  Jamaica,  and 
there  acquired  a  good  practical  education.  He 
fK-iran  his  business  career  in  1865,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  as  an  office  boy  in  his  brother's 
establishment  in  Xevv  York  city,  and  gradually 
worked  his  way  upward,  traveling  for  the  house 
until  1888,  when  thev  retired  from  business.  He 
immediately  obtained  a  position  with  another 
house  in  the  same  business  (fire  arms),  rei)resent- 
incT  them  on  the  road  until  his  retirement  in  1898, 
with  an  experience  of  twenty-five  years  as  a  com- 
mercial traveler.  He  has  always  made  his  home 
in  W'oodhaven,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
rnd  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  that  place.  Like 
his  father  and  grandfather  before  him,  he  has 
taken  quite  a  prominent  part  in  church  work,  and 
is  now  a  vestryman  of  Grace  church  of  Jamaica, 


with  which  the  family  have  long  been  connected. 
On  the  24th  of  November,  1896,  Mr.  Napier 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  C.  Riggs,  a 
daughter  of  Julius  C.  Riggs,  of  Oswego,  New 
York,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  daughter, 
Annie  P.,  the  joy  and  pride  of  their  home. 

HENRY    S.  JOHNSTON. 

The  world  instinctively  pays  deference  to  the 
man  whose  success  has  been  worthily  achieved, 
and  has  acquired  a  high  reputation  in  his  chosen 
calling.  This  is  a  j)rogressive  age  and  he  who 
does  not  advance  is  soon  left  far  behind.  Mr. 
Johnston,  by  the  improvement  of  opportunities 
by  which  all  are  surrounded,  has  steadily  and  hon- 
orably worked  his  way  upward  and  has  attained 
a  high  degree  of  proseprity. 

A  native  of  Long  Island,  he  was  bom  in  Suf- 
folk county,  August  26,  1863,  and  is  descended 
from  a  good  old  Scotch  family  which  was 
foimded  in  Albany  county.  New  York,  in  1750. 
His  great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Saratoga,  carrying  the  scar  with  him  to  his  grave. 
His  son  was  in  the  war  of  181 2  on  the  ship  Con- 
srituticMi,  and  later  on  a  ])rivateer,  on  which  he  was 
serving  when  captured  and  confined  in  an  English 
prison  for  some  time.  He  took  part  in  a  revolt 
and  was  badly  wounded. 

Rider  Johnston,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  Albany.  New  York,  and  in  1840,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  went  to  Southhold,  Suffolk 
county.  T.oiig  Island,  where  he  followed  the  trade 
of  a  ship  joiner  in  his  early  days,  the  remainder 
of  his  life  being  spent  in  retirement  until  his 
death  in  i()00.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Irene  Tyler  and  was  a  representative  of 
an  old  Long  Island  family,  died  in  1899.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  five 
are  still  living. 

Reared  in  Suffolk  county,  Henry  S.  Johnston 
received  his  education  in  the  local  schools,  which 
he  attended  until  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Three 
vears  later  he  accepted  a  position  in  a  drug  store 
in  New  York  city  in  the  same  block  where  he  is 
now  carrying  on  business  for  himself.    It  was  not 
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long  ere  he  acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
the  business,  and  in  1883  was  graduated  at  the 
New  York  College  of  Pharmacy.  The  same  year 
he  opened  a  store  of  his  own  at  Newtown,  which 
he  still  conducts  and  also  has  similar  establish- 
ments at  Coronna,  Woodside,  Maspeth  and  Elm- 
hurst,  I..ong  Island,  besides  his  large  store  at  341 
Third  avenue.  New  York  city,  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1892,  thus  becoming  proprietor  of  the 
same  establishment  in  which  he  gained  his  first 
knowledge  of  the  drug  business  as  a  clerk. 

In  1 89 1  Mr.  Johnston  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  L.  Howard,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Howard,  who  belonged  to  an  old  family  of 
Newtown,  Long  Island.  They  have  one  son, 
and  make  their  home  in  Elmhurst.  Public-spir- 
ited and  progressive,  Mr.  Johnston  takes  quite  a 
prominent  part  in  local  affairs,  is  especially  active 
in  politics,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican county  central  committee.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Reformed  church  and  the  Masonic  Lodge 
of  Elmhurst,  in  which  he  has  filled  the  office  of 
treasurer,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Manhattan  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  and  the  New  York  State 
Pharmaceutical  Association.  He  belongs  to  that 
class  of  men  whom  the  world  terms  self-made,  for 
he  commenced  life  empty-handed,  and  conquering 
all  the  obstacles  in  the  path  to  success  has  not  only 
secured  for  himself  a  handsome  competence  but 
bv  his  eflForts  has  materially  advanced  the  interests 
of  the  various  communities  with  which  he  is  asso- 
ciated in  a  business  way.  He  is  a  prominent  fig- 
ure in  business,  political  and  social  circles  and 
ranks  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Elmhurst. 

W.  D.  LLEWELLYN. 

W.  D.  Llewellyn,  who  now  holds  the  respon- 
sible position  of  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Jamaica, 
at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  is  a  western  man  by 
birth  and  training,  and  possesses  the  progressive 
sf)irit  of  the  west.  He  was  born  in  Pomeroy, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  David  Llewellyn,  who  is  a 
native  of  Pennsylyania.  The  father  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  real  estate  business  in  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  and  is  quite  ])roniinent  in  local  politics, 
while  his  lirother  has  been  a  member  of  the  state 


legislature  of  Ohio.  David  Llewellyn  is  an  earn- 
est and  consistent  member  of  the  Presbxterian 
church,  and  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  church 
work. 

During  his  boyhood  and  youth  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  acquired  a  good  practical  educa- 
tion and  was  graduated  at  the  Zanesville  high 
school  when  quite  young.  He  is  what  may  be 
termed  a  self-educated  man,  and  his  success  in 
life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts.  In 
1890  he  went  to  New  York  city  and  accepted  a 
position  as  runner  in  the  Chase  National  Bank, 
but  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  promoted,  la- 
ter becoming  an  assistant  teller  in  that  institu- 
tion. He  left  there  in  1899  on  account  of  ill 
health  and  the  following  spring  came  to  Jamaica, 
Long  Island,  as  assistant  cashier  in  the  Bank  of 
Jamaica.  .Appreciating  his  value,  he  w^as  made 
cashier  a  month  later  and  has  since  served  in  that 
capacitv  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

On  the  i6th  of  April,  1891,  ^Mr.  Llewellyn 
was  united  to  marriage  to  Miss  Mar}-  L.  Wil- 
cockson,  a  daughter  of  George  Wilcockson,  of 
Glen  Cove.  They  are  prominent  members  of 
Grace  church  of  Jamaica,  of  which  Mr.  Lle- 
wellyn is  now  vestryman,  and  he  also  belongs  to 
.St.  David's  Society  of  New  York  citv,  and  the 
Jamaica  Club.  He  is  quite  popular  both  in  busi- 
ness and  social  circles,  and  is  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  know  him. 

WILLIA]\T  ELLIMAN. 

For  thirty  years  William  Elliman  has  been  a 
factor  in  Wall  street,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
brokerage  business.  That  commercial  and  finan- 
cial circle,  largely  controlling  the  trade  of  this 
country  and  having  a  considerable  influence  upon 
the  market  of  the  world,  has  enlisted  the  ener- 
gies and  mental  talents  of  some  of  the  strongest 
men  of  the  country — men  capable  of  controlling 
gigantic  business  enterprises.  Mr,  Elliman  is  not 
unknown  in  business  circles  there  as  a  man  of 
ability,  discrimination  and  foresight,  and  the  years 
have  broueht  to  him  prosperity  as  the  reward  of 
well  directed  effort  and  judicious  investment. 
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Mr.  EUiman  now  makes  his  home  in  Fliish- 
inc^,  but  was  born  in  New  York  city  in  1845.  ^*^ 
father,  James  Bcnl)ow  Elliman,  was  a  native  of 
Coventry.  England.  One  of  his  ancestors  was  Ad- 
miral Benbow,  one  of  the  most  noted  and  brilHant 

military  conmianders  that   has   served  with  the 

• 

rank  of  admiral  in  the  English  navy.  A  battle- 
ship of  that  country  was  named  in  his  honor. 
The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  country 
about  1800,  kKating  in  New  York,  where  for  many 
ve^rs  he  carried  on  business  as  a  merchant  on 

« 

Pearl  street.  He  resided  in  Flushini^  from  i8s8 
until  1889  2ind  there  he  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  Plis  wife  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  E.  .Smart,  a  daughter  of  William  Smart, 
a  representative  of  an  old  family  of  r»r<K>klyn. 
She  was  very  active  ii;  the  work  of  the  F])isco})al 
diurch  and  was  a  lady  of  benevok-nt  spirit,  in 
whom  the  j)Oor  and  needy  found  a  warm  friend. 
She  had  Hvc  children,  three  of  whom  survive  her. 

During  his  youth  William  Elliman  accom|)a- 
nied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Flushing  and 
continued  his  education  in  the  public  sch(K:)ls 
there.  For  thirty  years  he  has  operated  in  Wall 
street  as  a  broker  and  has  extended  his  business 
interest  as  the  years  have  passed  and  his  financial 
resources  have  increased.  He  keeps  thoroughly 
mtormed  concerning  the  markets,  stocks,  and 
everything  which  comes  within  the  range  of  his 
line  of  business  and  his  keen  insight  is  an  im- 
portant element  in  his  success. 

In  1873  ^^''^'  Elliman  was  happily  married 
to  Miss  Mary  L.  Bogert,  a  daughter  of  Henry  A. 
Bogert,  a  lawyer  of  Flushing.  They  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children :  Lawrence  B., 
of  Xew  York ;  Kenneth  f>enbovv,  also  of  the  me- 
tropolis; Douglas  Ludlow  married  Theodora 
Trowbridge :  Roland  F. ;  and  Rosalie  Southgate, 
who  was  named  in  honor  of  Bishof)  Southgate. 
For  twenty  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliman  traveled 
life's  journey  together,  their  mntuai  love  and  con- 
fidence increasing  as  the  years  went  by.  their  home 
being  an  ideal  one  in  many  respects.  ^Irs.  Elli- 
nian  took  a  very  active  and  helpful  interest  in 
church  and  charitable  work.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Episcopalian  church  and  her  labors  greatly 
benefitted  Flushing  Hospital  and  other  benevo- 


lences. Her  manv  excellencies  of  head  and  heart 
won  her  the  love  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  she 
came  in  contact  and  the  influence  of  her  life  was 
like  the  fragrance  of  the  violet,  unobtrusive,  yet 
filling  the  air  with  sweetness.  That  she  was  uni- 
versally loved  and  that  her  death  was  deeply 
mourned  was  evinced  by  the  fact  that  after  she 
passed  from  this  life  the  citizens  of  Flushing 
erected  a  fountain  in  front  of  the  public  library 
as  a  memorial  to  her  and  her  beautiful  Christian 
character. 

Mr.  Elliman  has  also  taken  an  active  interest 
in  many  measures  and  movements  for  the  public 
good.  He  is  the  president  of  the  Law  and  Order 
League  of  blushing  and  is  the  only  male  member 
of  the  (jood  Citizens  League  in  the  Flushing  Asso- 
ciation. His  j)olitical  sup])ort  is  given  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  for  fifteen  years  he  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  I'lushing  library.  El  is  co-operation 
is  ah\  avs  sought  and  freely  given  when  any  meas- 
ure for  general  good  is  under  way  and  Flushing 
has  largely  ])r(^iited  and  benefited  by  his  assist- 
ance along  those  lines  that  contribute  to  material, 
social,  intellectual  and  moral  advancement. 

lOHX    T.  HICKS. 

John  J.  Hicks,  a  successful  business. man  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Jericho,  Long  Island,  is  de- 
scended from  an  old  well  known  family  of  that 
historic  region,  and  traces  his  ancestrv  to  a  dis- 
tinguished  English  family  whose  members,  in 
various  generations,  figure  conspicuouslv  in  the 
history  of  their  times. 

The  Hicks  family  of  Long  Island  finds  its  ori- 
gin in  Elias  Hicks,  who  was  knighted  by  Edward, 
the  Iilack  Prince,  on  the  battlefield  of  Poitiers, 
September  9,  1356,  for  brilliant  courage  in  per- 
sonally capturing  a  set  of  colors  from  the  French. 
Robert  Hicks,  founder  of  the  American  branch  of 
the  family,  was  among  the  second  party  of  immi- 
grants who  came  from  England  to  these  shores, 
having  been  unable  to  find  passage  in  the 
crowded  "^^ayflovver.''  He  sailed  from  London, 
where  he  had  followed  his  trade  as  a  leather  dress- 
er, and  landed  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  No- 
vember II,  1621,  in  the  good  ship  ''Fortune,"  and 
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his  wife  Margaret  came  in  Tune  of-  the  year  follow- 
ing, in  the  ship  '*Ann."  They  settled  at  Duxbury, 
Massachusetts.  Two  of  their  sons  came  to  Long 
Island  in  1642,  and  in  October,  1645,  one  of  them, 
John  Hicks,  with  Thomas  Farrington  and  others, 
received  from  Governor  Kieft  a  patent  for  the 
land  now  comprised  in  the  township  of  Flushing. 
John  Hicks  took  a  leading  part  in  public  affairs, 
and  occupied  many  important  offices,  besides  be- 
ing otherwise  useful  in  leadership  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  settlement.  His  son,  Thomas,  was 
equally  conspicuous,  and  in  similar  channels  of 
usefulness.  Luieallv  descended  from  the  latter 
named,  were  Thomas,  Isaac,  James,  William 
James  and  John  J.  Hicks. 

James  Hicks  was  a  farmer  and  drover,  and  a 
man  of  probity  and  industrious  habits.  He  per- 
formed honorable  military  service  during  the  war 
with  Great  Britain  in  1812,  and  was  at  Fort 
Greene,  Long  Island.  He  married  Hannah  Tap- 
pan,  daughter  of  George  Tappan,  of  Brookville. 
His  death  occurred  in  1862,  and  that  of  his  widow 
in  1896,  at  the  extreme  age  of  ninety- four  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  living :  John  J. :  Catherine,  wife  of  Jack- 
son Duryca,  of  Long  Island :  Caroline,  wife  of 
Thaddcus  Xeves,  of  Jersey  City ;  Charles  C,  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  liaving  served  in  Bedan's 
Sharpshooters,  enlisting  from  New  Jersey,  and 
who  resides  in  Canada  :  James  K..  living  on  Long 
Island ;  and  Adeline  S.,  of  Little  Neck,  Long 
Island. 

John  J.  I  licks,  eldest  child  in  the  family  of 
James  and  Hannah  (Tappan)  Hicks,  was  born 
near  the  ])lacc  where  is  now  his  home,  July  24, 
1834.  There  he  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  in  young  manhood  he  became  an 
engineer  and  blacksmith.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  for  several  years,  in  New  York  city  and  in 
Wisconsin.  In  1867  he  returned  to  Jericho,  which 
has  since  been  his  place  of  continuous  residence. 
About  1876  he  established  a  cider  factory,  which 
is  yet  in  operation,  doing  a  large  and  profitable 
business.  Mr.  Hicks  is  a  man  of  irrc]>roachable 
character,  honored  throughout  the  community  for 
his  sterling  integrity  and  for  his  kindliness  as  a 
friend  and  neighbor.     He  has  borne  a  full  share 


in  the  development  of  the  village  and  its  vicinage, 
and  has  aided  in  the  establishment  of  its  educa- 
tional and  religious  institutions.  His  wife  was 
Mary  Cheesborough,  who  died  in  1877,  leaving 
three  children,  Ina  S.,  Ada  H.  and  Lois  M.  Hicks. 
Mr.  Hicks  subsequently  married  Miss  Martha 
Elizabeth  Mann. 

LEWIS  B.  SHARP. 

Lewis  B.  Sharp,  who  is  now  general  superin- 
tendent of  the  Queens  Borough  Gas  and  Electric 
Company,  of  Far  Rockaway,  has  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  his  manhood  been 
engaged  in  the  electrical  industry.  A  native  of 
Virginia,  he  was  born  in  Buckingham  county,  that 
state,  February  28,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Josiah 
T.  Sharp,  a  farmer  of  the  Old  Dominion,  who 
was  among  the  first  Virginia  volunteers  anil 
served  his  state  throughout  the  entire  war  of  the 
Rebellion. 

Lewis  B.  Sharp  obtained  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Virginia.  He  worked 
on  the  home  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  lie  started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account, 
being  employed  in  various  ways  until  he  reachevl 
the  age  of  twenty,  when  he  took  up  the  study  of 
electricity,  having  become  nnich  interested  in  the 
science,  to  the  study  of  which  he  has  since  de- 
voted himself  untiringly.  His  first  practice  in  this 
line  was  in  connection  with  the  electrical  equip- 
ment of  the  numerous  hotels  erected  in  the  many 
mushroom  cities  which  sprang  up  throughout 
southwest  Virginia  during  the  "boom  craze  * 
jieriod  from  1888  to  1891.  Early  in  1891  Mr. 
Sharp  came  to  the  north,  settling  first  in  New" 
^'ork  city  and  in  May  of  that  year  going  to  Rock- 
away  l>each  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Rocka- 
way Electric  Light  Company.  In  the  late  fall  of 
the  same  vear  he  removed  to  L'nion,  New  Jersev. 
to  serve  the  same  people  in  connection  with  the 
Heislei*  Electric  Light  Company,  where  he  re- 
mained until  August,  1892.  In  the  meantime  th<.- 
Citizens  Lighting  Company  had  been  organized 
at  Far  Rockaway,  the  position  of  superintendent 
being  tendered  to  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Sharp,  in 
which  capacity  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1894. 
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when  he  resigned  to  enter  the  contracting  busi- 
ness in  Far  Rockawav  and  vicinity,  in  connection 
with  which  he  undertook  the  construction  of  the 
Burgen  Beach  Light  and  Power  Company's  sys- 
tem at  Burgen  Beach,  Brooklyn,  which  he  oper- 
ated for  about  three  years.  During  this  time  he 
also  erected  the  plant  of  the  Liberty  Light  and 
Power  Company  at  Liberty,  New  York,  which 
was  put  into  operation  in  June,  1897. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Sharp  had  succeeded  in 
interesting  New  York  and   Brooklyn  capitalists 
in  the  Rockaway  business,    who   j)urchased  and 
reorganized  the  Citizens  Lighting  Company,  Mr. 
Sharp  becoming  its  general  superintendent  in  Oc- 
tober, 1897,  the  same  people  having  already  se- 
cured the  properties    of   the    Rockaway  Electric 
Light  Company,  of  Rockaway  r>each.  organized 
the  Queens  Borough  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company,  in  January,  1898.     The  new  company 
immediately  proceeded  to  erect  a  thf^roughly  mod- 
ern electric  light  and  power  plant  at  I^^ar  Rocka- 
way, retaining  for  this  puq)ose  Messrs.  Sander- 
son &  Porter,  of  New  York,  the  celebrated  firm 
of  engineers  and  contractors.    The  success  of  this 
undertaking  was  largely  due  to  the  valuable  as- 
sistance which  Mr.  Sharp  was  enabled  to  render 
because  of  his  intimate  knowledge  of  local  con- 
ditions.    This  plant  was  put    into    operation  in 
Tune,  1899,  and  stands  out  conspicuously  as  one 
of  the  principal  monuments  to  the  rapid  industrial 
growth  of  Long  Island's  south  side. 

In  June,  1902,  other  New  York  capitalists, 
who  had  already  purchased  the  properties  of  the 
Town  of  Hempstead  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany, another  local  industry,  also  bought  up  the 
Queens  Borough  Electric  Light  and  Power  Com- 
pany, which  they  consolidated  under  the  title 
Queens  Borough  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  Mr. 
Sharp  being  retained  in  the  same  capacity  in 
which  he  is  now  serving. 

Lewis  B.  Sharp  and  Harriet  E.  Jones,  second 
slaughter  of  Watkin  \V\  Jones,  of  Far  Rockaway, 
were  united  in  marriage  December  6.  1893,  and 
four  children  have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom 
Harriet  E.  and  Watkin  W.  survive. 

In  his  social  relations  Mr.  Sharp  is  prominent 
in   Free  Masonry,  being  affiliated  with  Olympia 


Lodge,  No.  808,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Corinthian  Chapter, 
No.  159,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Ivanhoe  Commandery, 
No.  36,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  noble  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all 
who  know  him,  and  through  his  genial  manners 
and  steadfast  business  integrity  makes  friends 
wherever  he  goes. 

nEN7AMIX    \\,  MOTT. 

licnjamin  P>.  Mott  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  a  family  which  has  made  its  home  on  Long 
Island  for  more  than  three  centuries.  Three 
brothers  by  the  name  of  Mott  came  from  England 
before  the  Revolution,  having  previously  been  de- 
nounced as  heretics  and  driven  from  France  with 
other  Huguenots  by  the  Catholics.  Their  relig- 
ion was  the  Quaker  faith.  Adam  La  Mott,  one 
of  the  brothers,  was  born  in  England  in  1606,  and 
in  1636  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  wife 
Sarah  and  the  following  named  children:  John, 
A'lani.  Johe]>h,  Elizabeth,  Nathaniel  and  Mary 
Mott.  He  first  located  in  Bingham,  Massachus- 
etts, then  removed  to  New  Amsterdam,  then  to 
Newtown,  Long  Island,  and  he  finally  settled  in 
Hemi)stead,  Long  Island,  where  he  died  in  1686. 
Henry  Mott.  another  of  the  brothers,  also  set- 
tled on  I-ong  Island,  where  he  reared  a  large  fam- 
ily. One  of  his  sons,  named  John,  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  thirty  years  and  owner  of  a  fann 
consisting  of  more  than  a  thousand  acres.  He 
was  a  Hicksite  Quaker,  was  twice  married  and 
was  the  father  of  sixteen  children.  His  first  wife, 
who  died  in  1803,  was  the  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Sammis,  of  Hempstead,  and  his  second  wife  was 
the  daughter  of  William  Nichols,  of  Islip,  and 
great-granddaughter  of  Admiral  Nichols,  who 
t(x^k  New  Amsterdam  from  the  Dutch.  The  re- 
maining brother  settled  in  New  Jersey  and  was  the 
father  of  Dr.  Valentine  Mott.  Henry  Mott,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  Benjamin  B.  Mott,  was  a 
nanve  of  France  and  made  his  home  in  England 
for  some  time,  but  came  to  America  in  co- 
lonial days,  locating  at  Smithtown,  Long  Island, 
where  his  son.  John  Mott.  father  of  r>enjamin  B. 
Mott,  was  born.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  later  in 
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life  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  In  1814  he 
purchased  a  large  farm  at  Woodmere  and  was 
considered  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  trust- 
worthy citizens  of  that  community.  Mr.  Mott  took 
an  active  interest  in  pubHc  affairs  and  creditably 
filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty- 
one  years.  In  1807  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of  William  Nichols,  of 
Islip.     Mr.   Mott  died  in   1828  and  his  wife  in 

1873. 

Benjamin  B.  Mott  was  born  at  Far  Rockaway, 

February  19,  1820.    He  received  his  education  in 

the  local  schools  of  that  town,  and  earlv  in  life 

acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  every  detail 

of  farm  work.    He  has  followed  the  occupation  of 

farming  throughout  his  life,  meeting  with  such 

success  that  at  the  present  time  he  is  quite  a 

wealthy  man  and  able  to  live  a  retired  life.     He 

was  one  of  the  first  trustees  of  the  Episcopal 

church  of  Far  Rockaway  and  donated  the  land  on 

which  the  building  now  stands.     In   1863   ^^'*- 

Mott  built  "The  Maggie  K,"  one  of  the  fastest 

yachts  sailing  in  Jamaica  Bay  at  that  time.     The 

family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  that  section 

of  Long  Island,  and  they  enjoy  the  respect  and 

confidence  of  all  the  residents. 

In  1864.  Mr.  Mott  was  joined  in  marriage  to 

A4iss    Theodora   C.   Pearsall,  of    Hewletts,   and 

three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely : 

Lillian  M.,  wife  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Guy,  a  dentist  of  Far 

Rockaway;    Evline  C,  wife   of    Samuel  B.  Alt- 

hause,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  and  Guy  C.  Mott,  who 

married  Miss  Viola  A.  Horton,  of  Lawrence,  and 

resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 

G.  H.  HAMMOND,  M.  D. 

For  more  than  one-third  of  a  century  Dr. 
G.  H.  Hammond,  a  physician  of  wide  experience, 
has  ministered  to  the  people  of  the  town  of 
Hempstead  and  its  vicinage,  endearing  himself  to 
all  through  his  dcei)ly  sympathetic  nature,  and 
that  intimate  personal  association  which  fomis 
ideal  relationship  between  physician  and  patient. 
His  genial  disposition  and  his  interest  in  his  fel- 
low's  have  found  expression  throughout  his  life  in 
his  active  effort  in  all  things  which  aid  in  the  de- 


velopment of  a  town  through  its  public  enter- 
prises, and  his  entire  career  has  been  one  of  great 
usefulness. 

Dr.  Hammond  was  born  August  10,  1846,  in 
Suffolk  county,  Long  Island.  His  father,  the  Rev. 
Moubray  S.  Hammond,  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was  of 
a  deeply  religious  nature,  and  was  licensed  as  a 
local  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
For  the  long  period  of  fifty  years  he  preached  in 
the  neighborhood  every  Sunday,  preparing  his 
discourses  in  his  mind  while  he  was  in  the  field 
plowing  or  engaged  in  other  farm  work.  His  ut- 
terances were  pertinent  and  forcible,  and  the  in- 
fluence he  wielded  as  a  minister  was  wide  and 
enduring.  His  services  as  a  preacher  were  ren- 
dered solely  out  of  a  sense  of  duty,  and  in  no  in- 
stance  did  he  expect  or  receive  remuneration.  By 
his  marriage  with  Laura  Hallock,  a  native  of  his 
own  county  and  a  member  of  an  estimable  family, 
he  became  the  father  of  eleven  children,  nine  of 
who  came  to  maturity  and  established  themselves 
in  life  usefully  and  honorably. 

G.  H.  Hammond,  through  school  life  and  ex- 
perience, acquired  a  most  liberal  literary  and  pro- 
fessional education.  He  began  by  attending  the 
common  schools  near  his  home,  and  completed  a 
colleq^iate  course  in  the  Weslevan  University  of 
Connecticut.  He  matriculated  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  New  York,  and 
after  his  graduation  in  1872  made  several  voy- 
ages to  Europe,  in  the  capacity  of  a  ship's  sur- 
geon, the  experience  thus  obtained  proving  of 
value  to  him,  not  only  in  the  immediate  oppor- 
tunity for  practice,  but  by  enabling  him  to  visit 
colleges  and  hospitals  in  various  foreign  cities. 
Late  in  the  same  year  he  located  in  his  present 
home  at  Freeport,  in  Nassau  county,  and  there, 
as  well  as  through  a  wide  scope  of  surrounding 
country,  he  has  since  been  industriously  employed 
as  physician  and  surgeon.  For  many  years  he  has 
ranked  among  the  prominent  physicians  of  the 
town  of  Hempstead  and  few  practitioners  of  that 
section  are  better  known  than  he.  His  profes- 
sional attainments  have  been  recognized  in  signal 
manner  by  his  alma  mater,  the  medical  depart- 
ment   of    the  University    of    New  York,  which 
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awarded  him  the  Biidd  Prize,  (a  magnificent  set 
of  surgical  instruments,)  for  proficiency  in  a 
special  department  of  surgical  science.  For  some 
years  he  has  scrv^ed  as  staflF  surgeon  in  the  Nassau 
County  Hospital. 

Dr.  Hammond  has  been  three  times  married. 
His  first  wife  was  Sarah  E.  Kilby,  who  bore  him 
a  son,  Frank  E.  Hammond.  V>\  his  second  mar- 
riage,  with  Mildred  Kilby,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
he  was  father  of  a  son,  Albert  H.  Hammond. 
His  present  wife  was  ■Mary  Louise  Valentine. 
Dr.  Hammond  is  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  has  re- 
peatedly held  official  position.  He  is  a  member  of 
various  fraternal  orders,  including  Massapequa 
Lcijge  of  the  F.  and  A.  M.,  Frecport  Lodge  Xo. 
600.  the  Odd  Fellows  at  Rockville  Center,  of 
which  he  is  a  past  grand,  the  Foresters  and  the 
American  Mechanics,  both  of  the  last  mentioned 
heing  at  Freeport.  He  is  fond  of  boating  and 
hunting,  and  is  a  member  of  several  yachting  and 
gunning  clubs. 

WILLIAM    RHAME,  M.  1). 

Dr.  William  Rhame,  a  medical  i)ractitioncr  of 
excellent  attainments,  who  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  his  profession  for  a  quarter  of  a  cent- 
ury in  the  thriving  village  of  Wantagh,  in  the 
town  of  Hempstead,  Nassau  county,  is  now  in 
Ws  bodily  and  mental  prime,  and  gives  promise 
'^fmany  more  years  of  usefulness,  is  a  native  of 
Long  Island,  bom  at  East  Rockaway,  (October 
13. 1854. 

His  parents  were  Samuel  S.  and  Charlotte 
(Davison)  Rhame.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
l^rn  in  the  province  of  Alsace,  on  the  river  Rhine, 
^as  a  soldier  under  the  first  Napoleon,  accompa- 
nied that  great  general  in  his  wonderful  march 
to  Moscow,  and  was  one  of  the  survivors  in  the 
disastrous  retreat  therefrom.  After  leaving  the 
army  he  came  to  the  L'nited  States,  settling  in 
Pennsylvania.  His  son,  Samuel  S.,  born  in  the 
latter  named  state,  came  to  Long  Island  when  a 
youth  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  engaged  in  a  mer- 
cantile business,  also  marketing  immense  quanti- 
ties of  ovsters  in  manv  boats  in  which  he  held  an 


interest,  and  operating  a  grist  mill.  He  was  an 
earnest  Congregationalist,  and  held  official  posi- 
tion in  his  church,  and  he  served  for  some  time  as 
town  assessor.  Of  his  marriage  with  Charlotte 
Davison,  daughter  of  Alexander  Davison,  were 
Ix^rn  nine  children  :  Mitchell  D.,  residing  in  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota:  Alice,  wife  of  Charles  L. 
Phipps.  of  East  Rockaway  :  Alexander ;  William ; 
Ada ;  Samuel  S. :  Fdward  D. ;  Caroline  P. ;  and 
Charlotte,  wife  of  Henry  Langhaur,  of  Brooklyn. 
All  the  children  named,  unless  otherwise  men- 
tioned, are  residents  of  East  Rockaway,  and  Sam- 
uel is  a  merchant  in  that  ])lace.  Mr.  Rhame  died 
in  1^)0,  surviving  his  wife  bv  some  seven  vears. 

William,  fourth  child  and  third  son  of  Samuel 
S.  and  Charlotte  (Davison)  Rhame,  received  his 
common  school  educati(.)n  in  his  native  town,  com- 
pleted an  academical  course  in  L'nion  Hall  Acad- 
emy, in  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  and  pursued  a 
s|)ccial  course  in  the  TV>lytechnic  Institute,  Brook- 
lyn, receiving  the  diploma  of  that  institution  in 
1873.  He  then  entered  U])on  the  study  of  medi- 
cine in  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  from  which  he  was  creditably  gradu- 
ated in  1S76.  Vov  a  year  following,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  i>ractice  in  F.H^i  Rockaway  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Wantagh,  which  has  since 
been  his  place  of  residence  and  the  central  point 
of  his  professional  labors.  Well  equipped  in  all 
(le])artmeiUs  of  his  v<x\'ition.  he  has  performed  a 
va^t  amouiu  of  useful  practice  in  the  village  and 
through  the  rich  and  thickly  ])oj)ulated  region 
which  surrounds  it.  He  is  as  well  regarded  for 
his  personal  worth  as  for  professional  ability,  and 
enjoys  a  wide  i)opularity  in  the  Hempstead  neigh- 
borhood. He  is  an  esteemed  member  of  the 
Queens  Count v  Medical  Association,  and  affili- 
ates  with  the  Masonic  brotherhood  through  Mor- 
ton Lodge  No.  63,  at  Hempstead. 

Dr.  Rhame  was  married,  October  25,  1881, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Foote,  daughter  of  John  Foote, 
of  r>ellmore.  Long  Island.  Two  children  have 
been  born  of  this  marriage,  John  F.  and  Frank  P. 
Rhame,  of  whom  the  first  named  is  a  student  in 
the  class  of  tc)05  United  States  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  his  appointment  being  gained  on 
a  competitive  examination. 
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WILLIAM  WILLETT,  JR. 

Among  the  practitioners  of  law  residing  in  Far 
Rockaway  is  William  Willett,  Jr.,  who  belongs 
to  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  this  portion 
of  Long  Island.  His  paternal  great-grandfather, 
Marinus  Willett,  rendered  aid  to  his  country  at 
the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war  by  capturing 
some  arms  from  the  British  in  lower  New  York. 
He  was  a  large  shipbuilder,  owned  much  land 
and  became  a  wealthy  as  well  as  influential  man, 
controlling  extensive  business  interests.  His  fa- 
ther and  grandfather  were  both  named  Thomas. 
The  latter  was  the  first  mayor  of  New  York  and 
was  a  very  prominent  and  influential  citizen, 
leaving  the  unpress  of  his  individuality  upon  the 
early  history  of  the  city. 

William  Willett,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Queens  county,  and  William  Willett,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  also  born  on  Long  Island.  He 
became  well  known  in  business  circles  of  Brook- 
lyn as  an  electro-plater.  He  married  Marian 
White,  a  daughter  of  Malcom  White,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three 
are  living-  William,  Marinus  and  Elizabeth.  The 
last  named  is  the  wife  of  John  H.  Meickle,  and 
they  are  now  living  in  London,  England. 

In  the  public  schools  William  Willett,  Jr., 
whose  name  introduces  this  record,  pursued  his 
elementary  education,  which  was  supplemented 
b^'  a  course  in  the  L'niversity  of  New  York,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1895. 
He  also  took  up  the  study  of  law  and  completed 
his  course  in  that  branch  in  the  same  year.  Im- 
mediately afterward  he  opened  an  office  in  Far 
Rockaway  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  general 
practice.  He  soon  demonstrated  his  ability  to 
successfully  cope  with  the  intricate  problems  of 
jurisprudence  and  won  a  large  clientage,  which 
has  now  attained  a  distinctively  representative 
character.  Me  is  attorney  for  the  Far  Rockaway 
luink  and  other  corporate  interests. 

On  the  15th  of  Aut^ust,  1S95,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Willett  and  Miss  ]\larie  Van 
Tassel,  a  daughter  of  Matthew  \'an  Tassel,  of 
Tarrytown.  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
one  child,  Marie.     In  his  fraternal  affiliations  Mr. 


Willett  is  a  Mason.  He  takes  a  very  active  in- 
terest in  church  work,  holding  membership  in  the 
Lawrence  Methodist  church.  He  is  president  of 
its  board  of  trustees,  the  president  of  the  Epworth 
League  and  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 
He  is  also  the  vice-president  of  the  Sunday-school 
Association  of  Queens  county  and  of  the  Long 
Island  Epworth  League,  and  for  six  years  has 
been  a  local  preacher.  The  greater  part  of  his 
time  which  is  not  occupied  by  his  business  cares 
is  given  to  church  and  Sunday-school  work,  and 
his  honorable  and  upright  life  commands  for  him 
the  respect,  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  is  associated. 

JOSEPH  FRANCIS  FELTON. 

Joseph  F.  Felton,  of  V^alley  Stream,  town  of 
Hempstead,  Nassau  county,  is  a  fine  type  of  the 
self-made  man,  who,  through  his  own  effort  be- 
came a  successful  business  man  and  came  to 
wield  a  powerful  and  salutorv  influence  in  his 
comnumity  and  county  in  social  and  political  af- 
fairs. 

His  father,  Jacob  Felton,  a  native  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1845,  ^"^ 
settled  in  Newtown,  on  Long  Island.  He  bought 
a  farm  in  Foster's  Meadow,  where  he  lived  imtil 
his  death,  in  1884.  He  was  a  kindly  hearted  man, 
highly  respected  in  the  neighborhood  an^ 
iarly  known  as  "LTncle  Jake."  He  was  a  liberal 
Catholic  in  religion  and  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
active  in  -support  of  his  party,  but  never  a  politi- 
cal aspirant,  repeatedly  declining  office  when  it 
was  offered  him.  He  married  Mary  Treubig, 
who  died  about  1896.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  following  named  are 
living:  John  A.,  of  Foster's  Meadow;  Mary  E., 
wife  of  William  Kalb,  of  Brooklyn  :  Ehza,  unmar- 
ried :  Jose])h  F.  Felton,  of  \^alley  Stream :  Philip : 
Ionise,  wife  of  Frank  Miller;  and  Carrie,  wife 
of  Philip  flummell,  of  P>rooklyn. 

Joseph  F.  Felton.  second  of  the  children  be- 
fore Ucinied,  was  born  at  Foster's  Meadow.  When 
eight  years  of  age  he  left  home  to  make  his  own 
way  in  the  world.  He  subsequently  attended 
school  at  College  Point,  and  still  later  studied  in 
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St  Vincent's  Academy,  in  Pennsylvania,  where 

he  spent  five  years  in  the  study  of  the  classics  and 
finishing  a  commercial  course,  after  which  he  was 
two  vears  in  the  Grand  Seminary  at  Montreal, 
Canada,  where  he  completed  his  classical  studies. 
For  some  vears  afterward  he  was  a  salesman  for 
the  Xew  York  Biscuit  Company,  and  proved  so 
successful  that  he  was  offered  various  excellent 
positions.      He  was  desirous,  however,  of  estab- 
lishing himself  pemianently  in  business,  and  in 
1892  took  up  his  residence  at  X'alley  Stream  and 
bought  from  A.  F.  Wilson  the  fjfcneral  slc^re  which 
he  has  since  successfully  conducted.      With  all 
the  instincts* of  the  merchant  he  has  drawn  to  him- 
self, through  his  liberal  and  upright  manner  of 
dealing,  a  large  class  of  patrons,  in  whose  confi- 
dence he  is  so  strongly  entrenched  that  he  has 
frequently  been   solicited   to  accept  i)ublic  posi- 
tions, such  as  that  of  supervisor,  but  he  has  per- 
sistently declined.     Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Pa<sapef|ua    I-odge,   F.  &    A.   M.,  at    Rockville 
Center.     He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  his  interest 
in   his  party  has  led  him  into  great  activity  in 
prlitical  affairs,  and  he  is  a  delegate  in  all  local 
conventions.    Through  diligent  reading  and  inter- 
course with  men  he  has  become  an  exceedingly 
uell  informed  man,  and  he  is  a  fUicnt  speaker  in 
several  different  languages. 

Mr.  Felton  was  married  August  23.  1883.  to 
Miss  ^^aggie  W.,  daughter  of  IViah  J.  Pearsall, 
of  Jamaica.  Their  living  children  are  Fanny  R. 
and  Harvey  J.  Felton;  and  one  is  deceased. 

JOHX  COULTER   KELLEY. 

Among  those  who  are  recognized  as  peculiarly 
representative  citizens  of  Brooklyn  because  of 
tlieir  successful  conduct  of  great  industrial  and 
financial  enterprises,  valuable  service  in  high  pub- 
lic stations,  and  loyal  effort  in  behalf  of  benevolent 
and  social  interests,  is  to  be  named  John  Coulter 
K«.-lley,  whose  life  in  all  these  various  spheres  has 
been  one  of  commanding  influence  and  rare  use- 
fulness. The  record  is  of  public  interest  and  value 
for  the  example  such  lives  afford,  and  for  the 
emulation  which  they  tend  to  promote. 
'    He  is  descended  from  an  ancient  Irish  family 


on  his  father's  side,  many  of  his  paternal  ancesr- 
tors  having  risen  to  distinction  in  military,  pro- 
fessional and  commercial  life.  Through  his  moth- 
er he  traces  his  i)edigree  to  original  French  forefa- 
thers, who  emigrated  to  Ireland.  His  father,  Pat- 
rick K  el  lev,  was  a  man  of  noble  character  and 
splendid  talents,  highly  educated,  and  possessed 
superior  business  qualities.  He  was  a  successful 
dr\  g(KKls  merchant  in  Galway,  Ireland,  but 
sought  a  broader  field  of  effort,  and  in  1847  came 
to  the  I'nited  States,  locating  in  Rochester,  New 
^*o^k,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same  calling  which 
he  had  followed  in  his  native  land.  Subsequently 
he  was  vMigaged  m  mill  building  in  Tennessee, 
where  he  died  in  i8s^.  His  wife,  who  was  Isa- 
i)ella  I'^av,  died  four  years  later. 

John  C\  Kelley,  son  of  the  parents  named,  was 
born  /\i)ril  17,  1839.  in  Woodford,  county  Gal- 
way, Ireland,  and  was  eight  years  of  age  when 
they  came  to  the  L'nited  States.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  oi  the  different  cities  in  which  the 
famil\  resided,  but  his  schooling  ended  when  he 
was  sixteen  vears  old,  on  accoimt  of  the  death  of 
his  father.  He  had,  however,  inherited  the  pater- 
nal desire  for  knowledge,  and  he  made  such  use 
of  his  opportunities  that  he  acquired  an  excellent 
general  education.  He  supplemented  this  with 
diligent  reading  in  subsequent  years,  and  when  he 
came  to  enter  \\\y^\\  his  independent  life  work  was 
well  ecj nipped  for  every  task  which  he  undertook. 

His  business  life  had  its  beginning  in  his  boy- 
hood years,  his  school  vacations  being  spent  in 
employment  in  grocery  and  dry  goods  stores.  In 
t86o.  a  few  months  before  attaining  his  majority, 
he  came  to  Xew  York  city  and  engaged  with  an 
uncle  who  was  a  manufacturer,  and  with  him  he 
remained  until  i8«')9.  In  that  year  he  embarked 
alone  in  the  manufacture  of  water  meters  and  gas 
engines,  and  January  5,  1870,  he  organized  the 
National  Meter  Company,  of  which  he  became 
])resident  and  manager.  The  phenomenal  success 
attending  this  enterprise  is  solely  due  to  his 
splendid  business  and  managerial  abilities.  From 
a  one-room  shop  employing  but  one  man,  the  es- 
tablishment has  ex]iande(l  to  a  mammoth  aggre- 
gation of  factories  and  store  buildings  in  South 
Brooklyn,  covering  fifty  lots,  the  largest  works  of 


68 


HISTORY    OF   LONG   ISLAND. 


their  kind  in  the  world,  with  foiir  hundred  opera- 
tives. The  product  reaches  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  distributed  from  the  factory  and  from 
branch  houses  m  Chicago  and  Boston,  and  also  is 
in  demand  in  all  foreign  markets  open  to  American 
commerce.  Abroad,  brancli  houses  are  maintained 
in  London  and  Vienna.  During  his  long  and  emin- 
ently successful  career,  Mr.  Kelley  unswervingly 
adhered  to  cardinal  old-time  principles  of  busi- 
ness conduct,  and  he  has  never  once  executed  a 
note,  but  has  discounted  every  bill  in  advance  of 
its  maturing.  For  some  years  he  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Eighth  Ward  Bank  of  Brooklyn.  He 
is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  newly  organized 
Empire  State  Trust  Company,  and  holds  con- 
nection with  other  financial  institutions. 

Mr.  Kelley  has  occupied  various  important 
public  positions,  and  in  each  instance  his  official 
conduct  has  been  dominated  bv  the  same  strict 
integrity  and  intelligent  devotion  which  have  gov- 
erned his  personal  business  life.  In  1883,  at  the 
earnest  solicitation  of  Mavor  Seth  Low,  he  ac- 
cepted  an  ai)pointment  as  a  member  of  the  Brook- 
lyn Board  of  Education,  and  to  this  position  he 
was  called  for  a  second  term,  being  elected  to  the 
vice-presidency  of  that  body.  He  is  now  serving 
as  a  niember  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  New 
York' city,  having  again  received  his  appointment 
from  Mayor  Low.  During  the  second  term  of 
President  Cleveland  he  served  as  Collector  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  for  the  First  District  of  New  York 
by  appointment  from  that  distinguished  executive, 
this  appointment  being  made  on  his  birthday. 
His  nomination  was  sent  to  the  senate  bv  Presi- 
dent  Cleveland  during  the  closing  days  of  the 
session,  and  owing  to  the  record  of  Mr.  Kelley  as 
an  Independent  Democrat  was  opposed  by  Senator 
Hill — although  the  latter  was  his  personal  friend, 
hii^hly  esteeming  him  for  his  integrity  and  fitness, 
and  so  expressed  himself  in  a  conversation  with 
him  subsequently.  Congress  adjourned  without 
confirming  the  nomination,  but  the  President  at 
once  made  the  api)ointment  in  vacation — a  high 
compliment  to  Mr.  Kelley.  During  his  incum- 
bency of  the  position  of  collector  of  internal 
revenue,  ho  had  the  honor  of  raising  his  office 


rating  from  three  and  one-half  to  number  one — 
the  highest  rate  in  the  United  States. 

He  has  alwavs  been  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic  party  in  national  politics,  but  has  maintained 
an  independent  attitude  in  local  matters,  and  has 
been  active  and  influential  in  various  political 
movements  initiated  by  bodies  outside  the  regular 
party  organizations,  holding  public  interests  as 
superior  to  merely  partisan  claims  and  concerns. 

A  Roman  Catholic  in  religion,  Mr.  Kelley  has 
during  his  entire  residence  in  New  York  been 
among  the  foremost  in  support  of  the  church  and 
of  its  allied  benevolences.  He  was  for  some  years 
president  of  the  famous  Emerald  Association, 
which  since  1839  has  rendered  liberal  financial 
support  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Society; 
was  for  two  terms  president  of  the  Friendly  Sons 
of  Saint  Patrick ;  was  for  four  terms  president  of 
the  Loyal  L'nion ;  is  a  trustee  of  Adelphi  College, 
and  was  prominent  in  the  organization  of  the 
Catholic  Benevolent  Legion,  being  for  two  terms 
president  of  one  of  its  branches.  In  all  these  vari- 
ous useful  Brooklvn  bodies  he  has  been  a  rarelv 
enthusiastic  and  capable  worker,  and  an  executive 
officer  of  the  highest  ability.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  numerous  mercantile  and  social  organizations 
— the  West  End  Board  of  Trade,  the  Columbia 
Club,  and  the  Oxford  Club,  of  Brooklyn.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
is  an  ardent  lover  of  outdoor  sports,  and  is  presi- 
(lent  of  the  Freeport  (Long  Island)  Golf  Club, 
and  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Parkwav  Golf  Club. 
Entirely  self-made  and  of  self-acquired  fortune, 
he  is  a  man  of  pronounced  democratic  habits,  fine 
social  traits,  easiness  of  approach,  and  great  liber- 
ality and  charity  in  both  thought  and  .deed.  A  man 
of  commanding  presence  and  a  sparkling  con- 
versationalist, he  is  a  potent  force  in  public  affairs, 
and  an  ornament  to  social  circles. 

Mr.  Kelley  was  married,  September  9.  1860, 
to  Miss  Caroline  A.  Stuart,  daughter  of  Hampton 
Stuart,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  of  distinguished 
Revolutionary  ancestr\',  who  in  his  dav  was  well- 
known  in  maritime  circles  as  a  successful  ship 
owner  and  commander.  Of  eight  children  lx')m 
of  this  marriage,  seven  are  living:     Caroline  A., 
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John  C,  Jr.,  who  is  secretary  of  the  National 
Aleter  Company :  Sarah  L,  who  is  the  wife  of 
.Mexander  R.  Whittaker;  Eugenie  P.,  Agnes  S., 
Josephine  and  Robert  S. 

The  family  residence  at  No.  247  Hancock 
street  is  one  of  the  architectural  ornaments  of 
Er(X)klyn — a  perfect  specimen  of  the  Renaissance 
style,  of  peculiarly  beautiful  brownstone,  stand- 
ing detached  from  any  other  dwelling,  and  is  three 
stories  in  height  above  a  deep  basement.  The  in- 
terior and  wood  finishings  present  excjuisitely 
carved  F.nglish  oak  and  St.  Jacquot  mahogany, 
and  the  marble  and  mosaic  work  arc  gems  of  ma- 
terial design  and  workmanship,  ilr.  Kelley  also 
has  a  beautiful  country  home  at  Freeport,  Long 
Island. 

DANIEL  RYAN. 

Strong  traits  of  character,  indomitable  resolu- 
tion and  genuine  ability  arc  absolutely  essential 
to  hini  who  would  emerge  from  the  ranks  in  so 
dense  a  population  as  tliat  of  Brooklyn  and  arrive 
at  a  commanding  position  in  municipal  and  polit- 
ical affairs.     A  notable  instance  of  so  successful 
a  career  is  found  in  that  of  the  late  Daniel  Ryan. 
He  was  born  in  1852,  in  South  Ikooklyn.    Tic  ob- 
tained a  verv  ordinarv  education,  bcinc:  obliqued  to 
<am  his  own  livelihood  from  the  early  age  of  ten 
}ears.    When  twenty  years  of  age  he  embarked 
in  a  business  of  his  own  as  a  contractor  and  build- 
er, and  soon  took  a  foremost  place  among  those 
.similarly  engaged,  many    of    the    most    notable 
.♦structures  in  Brooklyn  being  erected  under  his 
«uper\'ision.     In  this  work  he  made  a  reputation 
akin  to  that  of  the  late  James  W.  Naughton,  who 
was  superintendent  of  public  buildings  in  the  edu- 
cational department,  making  no  pretense  to  scien- 
tific knowledge  in  his  calling,  yet  applying  a  pract- 
ical skill  and  ability  which  met  every  requisite  and 
was  invulnerable  to  criticism.     By  the  time  he 
was  twenty-four  years  of  age  he  had  accumulated 
considerable  means  as  a  reward  of  industry,  and 
his  geniality  had  afforded  him  a  wide  acquaint- 
ance.    In  1876  he  was  presented  by  the  Demo- 
crats of  the  eighth  ward  as  a  candidate  for  alder- 
man, and  his  management  of  the  subsequent  cam- 


paign was  so  efiicient  as  to  give  him  leadership, 
which  he  has  since  retained  in  the  politics  of  his 
district.  On  the  expiration  of  his  term  as  super- 
visor he  was  re-elected,  and  when  the  second  term 
ended  he  was  appointed  county  superintendent  of 
construction  and  repairs,  a  position  which  he  oc- 
cupied for  sixteen  years,  or  until  the  office  was 
abrogated  by  the  reorganization  scheme.  When 
the  new  city  administration  came  into  power,  he 
was  appointed  building  commissioner  for  the 
borough  of  I>rooklyn,  and  discharged  the  duties 
of  that  position  until  the  adoption  of  the  charter  of 
Greater  New  York.  In  1893  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  nomination  for  sheriff,  but  was  defeated 
by  Thomas  J.  Patterson.  It  had  been  his  ambi- 
tion to  attain  to  an  elective  county  office,  and  his 
success  would  have  been  to  him  such  distinction 
as  that  of  j)romotion  to  high  rank  is  to  the  soldier. 
That  he  was  disappointed  did  not  embitter  his  life 
or  diminish  his  effort,  and  it  is  to  be  believed  that 
had  he  lived  he  would  have  untimately  reached  the 
goal  upon  which  his  heart  was  set.  He  possessed 
all  the  attributes  necessary  to  the  successful  poli- 
tician— popularit}'  in  both  social  and  political  cir- 
cles, and  a  consununate  skill  in  organization.  He 
was  a  Democrat  throughout  his  life,  and  believed 
in  what  is  called  **])ractical  politics."  Not  that 
the  "machine"' was  in  his  estimation  an  organiza- 
tion which  was  to  afford  him  personal  gain,  but 
rather  an  association  of  men  of  his  own  stamp, 
with  the  same  inirpose  in  view.  There  were  in 
his  political  associations  conflicts  of  opinion  and 
opposition  at  times,  but  he  never  provoked  en- 
mity, even  on  the  part  of  those  whose  views  were 
radically  antagonistic  to  his  own.  His  countless 
friends  were  unswerving  in  their  fidelity  to  him, 
and  it  mav  be  truthfullv  said  that  no  man  in 
Brooklyn  had  a  larger  personal  following,  or  that 
any  occupied  a  position  of  greater  personal  popu- 
laritv.  He  was  verv  successful  in  business,  and 
acquired  a  large  fortune.  He  was  generous  in  his 
benefactions,  not  only  to  public  charities  but  to 
the  needy  who  came  under  his  personal  observa- 
tion. Devoted  to  his  family,  he  was  a  most  af- 
fectionate and  indulgent  husband  and  father. 
I"or  some  years  he  had  been  accustomed  to  spend 
his  winters  in  the  south,  but  the  last  vear  of  his 
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life  remained  in  Brooklyn  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sorbing nature  of  his  official  duties,  and  in  order 
to  care  for  the  interests  of  his  friends,  and  his 
death  is  attributable  to  overwork. 

He  was  connected  with  the  Catholic  Benevo- 
lent League,  the  National  Benevolent  League  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evan- 
gelist, and  was  among  their  most  liberal  con- 
tributors. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Putnam 
Democratic  Club,  the  Democratic  Club  of  Man- 
hattan, the  Parkway  Driving  Club,  and  various 
other  organizations. 

Mr.  Ryan  was  married  January  6,  1879,  ^^ 
Miss  Dora  Carty,  an  estimable  Christian  woman 
and  devoted  wife  and  mother.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Catherine  (Belton)  Carty,  and 
her  father  was  a  well-known  sugar  merchant  in 
New  York  citv  and  a  resident  of  Brooklyn.  Mrs. 
Ryan  was  one  of  six  children,  of  whom  are  now 
living  only  herself  and  a  sister,  Margaret,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Joseph  J.  O'Connell,  a  prominent 
physician  of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryan  were 
the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  arc  de- 
ceased except  a  daughter,  Helen. 

ANDREW  McTIGUE. 

The  commercial  development  of  America  ex- 
cites the  admiration  and  wonder  of  the  world,  but 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  character  of 
our  citizens  it  is  not  a  matter  of  marvel.  The 
very  fact  that  advancement  is  open  to  all,  that 
efforts  will  not  be  hampered  by  caste  or  class  dis- 
tinctions, seems  to  serve  as  a  stimulus  to  ambi- 
tious endeavor,  and  thus  each  American  com- 
munity produces  men  whose  energy,  determina- 
tion and  business  ability  lead  them  into  new  and 
broad  fields  of  labor,  wherein  they  garner  suc- 
cess. A  representative  of  this  class  in  Far  Rock- 
away  is  Andrew  McTigue,  who  is  now  success- 
fully enq;"acre(l  in  real-estate  dealing  and  is  also 
connected  with  the  conduct  of  a  number  of  cor- 
porations. 

Mr.  McTigue  was  born  in  this  place  March 
19,  1864.  and  bis  father,  Patrick  McTiguc,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  America  in  1848. 
Here  he  had  charge  of  a  large  estate  which  is 


now  called  Wave  Crest.  At  that  time  it  belonged 
to  Mrs.  Clarke,  a  member  of  the  Vanderbilt  fam- 
ily; Mr.  McTigue  had  charge  of  this  place  until 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Clarke.  He  was  a  consistent 
Catholic  and  an  honest,  enterprising  man.  He 
married  Catherine  Mullane,  a  daughter  of  James 
Mullane,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Frank  Halpin, 
of  Rockaway :  Andrew ;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Caffery;  and  JuHa. 

^Ir.  McTigue,  whose  name  introduces  this  re- 
view, pursued  his  education  in  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, of  Brooklyn,  and  then  entered  upon  his 
business  career,  which  throughout  has  connected 
him  with  landed  interests.  For  two  years  he  sue- 
ceeded  his  father  as  superintendent  of  the  W^ave 
Crest  Company  and  for  five  years  held  a  simi- 
lar position  with  the  Cedarhurst  Land  Com- 
])any,  after  which  he  opened  his  real  estate  of- 
fice in  Far  Rockaway  and  has  since  been  an  ac- 
tive  factor  in  real  estate  transfers  here,  having 
negotiated  many  important  sales  and  purchases. 
No  one  is  better  informed  on  real  estate  values 
in  this  locality  than  Mr.  McTigue,  and  in  his 
business  he  is  meeting  with  excellent  success. 
He  has  also  been  superintendent  of  the  Far  Rock- 
away Village  Railroad  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Far  Rockaway  Bank,  the  Far  Rockawav  Realtv 
Company  and  the  Seaboard  Telephone  Company, 
contributing  to  the  successful  control  of  these 
various  important  business  enterprises. 

On  the  TQth  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  McTigue 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ada  Burlinson, 
a  daughter  of  John  Burlinson,  and  they  have 
^\'^  children,  John  B.,  Andrew,  Alice  G.,  Marv 
and  Catharine.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence 
in  the  community  and  Mr.  McTigue  is  a  leader  in 
public  affairs.  He  votes  with  the  Democ- 
racy and  has  been  honored  with  the  presi- 
dency of  the  village.  He  was  also  one 
of  its  trustees  for  two  years  and  at  the  same 
time  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  public  schools. 
He  was  assistant  collector  of  arrears  until  the 
office  was  abolished,  w-as  postmaster  for  four 
years,  and  in  all  these  offices  has  discharged  his 
duties  with  marked  promptness  and  fidelity.  He 
was  also  a  trustee  of  the  Oueensborotigh  Library. 
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In  religion  he  is  a  zealous  Catholic.  Socially 
and  fratemallv  he  is  connected  with  the  Roval 
.\icanum,  the  Independent  Order  of  KoresteriJ 
and  the  Knights  of  Cohimbus.  He  t^es  an  ac- 
tive and  commendable  interest  in  everything 
which  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  this  portion  of 
Long^  Island  in  material,  social,  intellectual  and 
moral  development,  and  is  accounted  a  most  val- 
uable and  highly  respected  citizen. 

HAMILTON  W.  PEARSALL. 

Hamilton  Wright  Pearsall,  who  is  enjoying 
the  retirement  which  should  ever  follow  a  long 
period  of  active  and  honorable  labor,  his  home 
being  in  Lynbrook,  was  bom  in  what  is  now 
called  East  Rockaway,  Long  Island,  September  4, 
1836,  his  parents  being  Wright  and  Rebecca  ( Ir- 
win )  Pearsall.  The  father  died  at  his  son's  resi- 
dence, December  iq,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years,  and  the  mother  passed  away  in 
March,  1892.  They  had  ^\(t  children:  Augusta, 
now  deceased  ;  Hamilton  W. ;  ( ieorgiana,  who  has 
also  passed  away ;  Mary  Emma,  widow  of  Charles 
Hewlett,  of  I  Brooklyn :  and  Elenora  P..  wife  of 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Jones,  a  clergyman  of  the  Meth- 
odist PIpiscopal  Church. 

Hamilton  W.  Pearsall  acquired  his  elementary 
education  m  the  public  schools.  supi)lcmente(l  by  a 
course  in  the  American  Seminary,  in  Dutchess 
county,  /vfter  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  en- 
?ered  his  father's  employment  as  a  salesman,  and 
in  1859  was  admitted  to  a  i)artnership,  the  con- 
nection being  maintained  until  1870.  when  he 
purchased  his  father's  interests  and  carried  on  the 
business  alone  tmtil  1884.  He  then  disj)ose(l  of 
the  enter[jrise  and  a  few  years  later  engaged  in  the 
coal  business,  continuing  to  operate  along  that 
line  for  about  eight  years,  when  he  retired  to  ])ri- 
vate  lite,  puttmg  aside  the  arduous  cares  and  duties 
f»i  business.  His  well  directed  labors  had  secured 
h.:m  a  very  handsome  competence  and  at  the  same 
riine  he  had  won  and  retained  the  confidence  and 
g'XKl  will  of  the  public  from  his  honorable  busi- 
ness methods. 

In  Lynbrook,  on  the  5th  of  June.  1859,  Mr. 
Pearsall  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Amanda 


Pearsall,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Car- 
man) Pearsall.  By  this  union  were  born  three 
children:  Alden  H.,  who  died  in  June,  1881,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  three  months; 
Anna  A.,  wife  of  Robert  Higbie;  and  Henrietta 
D.,  at  home.  Mr.  Pearsall  has  long  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  public  affairs  of  his  town.  He 
serveil  as  postmaster  of  Lynbrook  for  six  years 
and  for  seven  years  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education,  during  which  time  he  labored  very 
effectively  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
sch(X)ls.  An  earnest  Christian  gentleman,  he  be- 
longs to  St.  James'  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Lynbrook,  is  now  serving  as  president  of  its  board 
of  trustees  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 

VALEXTIXE  VELSOR. 

The  \^elsor  family  of  Long  Island,  during  four 
generations  past,  has  been  represented  by  those 
who  have  lived  lives  of  great  usefulness,  contri- 
buting a  full  share  of  effort  to  the  upbuilding  of 
their  resi)ective  communities  in  all  pertaining  to 
its  industrial,  moral  and  social  wellbeing.  It  was 
of  C'anadian  origin,  and  its  various  members  have 
displayed  all  the  characteristics  of  the  parent  stock 
in  physical  hardihood  and  well-ordered  and  in- 
dustrious lives. 

( )f  such  character  was  the  late  Valentine  Vel- 
sor,  of  (Mil  Westburv,  Nassau  countv,  where  he 
was  born  July  13,  183 1,  and  where  he  died  No- 
vember 29.  1S98.  His  father,  John  Velsor,  who 
died  an  ocU:)genarian,  was  a  man  of  strong  char- 
acter, and  wielded  a  potent  influence  in  the  com- 
munity. He  was  a  blacksmith  by  occupation,  and 
for  sixty  years  conducted  a  business  in  a  shop  on 
the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  present  residence 
of  l»eniamin  D.  Hicks.  The  wife  of  John  \'elsor 
was  Sarah  \'alentine,  a  member  of  a  prominent 
family  of  Woodbury. 

\  alcntine  \'elsor,  son  of  J6hn  and  Sarah  (Val- 
entine) X'elsor,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  village.  He  was  a  farmer  his 
life  long,  a  calling  in  which  he  was  eminently  suc- 
cessful, his  industry  and  excellent  business  man- 
agement enabling  him  to  acquire  a  splendidly  ap- 
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pointed  fanning  property  and  other  resources. 
He  inherited  the  paternal  traits  of  character,  and 
was  held  in  high  regard  for  his  public  spirit  and 
liberality  in  community  affairs,  and  in  aiding  be- 
nevolent and  charitable  causes. 

He  was  married,  June  lo,  1859,  to  Miss  Ruth 
Willets,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Willets,  of  Jericho, 
descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  worthy 
families  of  Long  Island.  Of  tliis  marriage  were 
born  six  children.  It  was  the  great  misfortune  of 
the  fond  parents  that  four  of  this  number  passed 
awav  in  tender  vears.  The  survivors  are  two  sons 
John  J.  and  Samuel  Velsor,  young  men  of  excel- 
lent character,  who  are  engaged  in  cultivating 
and  maintaining  the  paternal  homestead  farm. 

WILLIAM  SCHOFIELD. 

For  a  quarter  of  a  century  William  Schofield 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road Company,  connected  in  one  capacity  or  an- 
other with  the  boiler  shops  until  his  expert  work- 
manship and  his  enterprise  have  gained  him  the 
well  merited  position  of  foreman  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

A  native  of  England,  Mr.  Scliofield  was  born 
in  Yorkshire,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1847,  ^^^ 
there  remained  until  after  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority,  during  which  time  he  mastered  the  com- 
mon English  branches  of  learning  in  the  public 
schools  and  also  became  familiar  with  the  boiler- 
maker's  trade.  He  learned  the  business  in  his 
youth  and  has  followed  it  as  a  means  of  support 
since  that  time.  Tn  November,  1869,  he  resolved 
to  try  his  fortune  in  America,  believing  that  he 
would  have  better  opportunities  in  the  new  world 
than  in  the  older  countries  of  Europe  where  lower 
wages  were  paid  and  competition  was  greater. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic  he  soon  secured  work  and 
in  1876  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Long  Island 
Railroad  Company,  being  assigned  to  a  position 
in  the  boiler  shops,  where  he  has  remained  con- 
tinuously since,  covering  a  period  of  more  than 
t went v-five  vears.  His  excellent  workmanship 
and  regularity  gained  him  advancement  from 
lime  to  time  and  for  the  past  three  years  he  has 
been  general  foreman  of  the  boiler  shops.    During 


the  entire  time  he  has  lost  scarcely  a  day  from 
duty,  except  the  usual  holidays  or  to  attend  a 
funeral — a  record  almost  unparalleled  in  the  his- 
tory of  railroad  service.  He  is  a  competent  me- 
chanic, thoroughly  familiar  with  his  department 
of  the  business,  both  in  principle  and  detail,  and 
is  one  in  whom  entire  dependence  can  be  placed. 

ALEXANDER  DAVISON. 

The  name  of  Davison  is  so  well  known  on 
Long  Island  that  a  member  of  the  family  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume.  Alex- 
ander Davison,  who  is  now  living  retired,  was  for 
many  years  actively  connected  with  business  af- 
fairs in  Brcx)klyn  and  is  still  to  some  extent  asso- 
ciated with  the  real-estate  interests.  He  was  born 
in  Hempstead  township  and  acquired  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  district  schools,  after 
which  he  entered  a  i)rivate  academy.  On  putting 
aside  his  text-books  he  took  up  the  duties  of  busi- 
ness life  as  an  assistant  in  his  father's  store,  and 
on  the  death  of  the  latter  became  a  partner  with 
his  brothers,  Charles  and  Oliver,  in  the  manage- 
ment and  control  of  the  enterprise.  In  1870,  how- 
ever, he  sold  his  interests  to  his  brothers  and 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
t.)  real-estate  dealing.  He  still  devotes  some  time 
to  the  purchase,  sale  and  management  of  property, 
but  is  living  in  comparative  retirement  from  busi- 
ness cares. 

At  Kockville  Center,  on  the  4th  of  December, 
1866.  l\Ir.  Davison  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Horton,  by  the  Rev.  C.  Gevner. 
The  family  are  consistent  members  of  the  St. 
Marks  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  Mr. 
Davison  has  held  the  office  of  steward.  He  is 
deeply  interested  in  its  work  and  gives  his  earnest 
co-operation  to  every  movement  calculated  to 
prove  of  benefit  to  the  church  and  to  promote  its 
upbuilding. 

ALl^.ERT  X.  STEVENS. 

Albert  N.  Stevens,  of  Morris  Park,  is  a  native 
of  Xew  Jorsoy,  his  l)irth  having  occurred  in  Red 
Bank,  that    state,  on    the  i8th    of    April,  1860. 
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There  he  was  reared  and  the  public  school  system 
of  his  native  town  provided  him  with  his  edu- 
cational privileges.  After  putting  aside  his  text- 
books he  began  learning  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
ihe  shops  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company 
and  has  smce  been  connected  with  that  line  of 
work.  He  remained  with  the  Pennsvlvania  line 
until  1884  when  he  secured  a  position  with  the 
Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey  and  in  1886  he 
enteral  the  service  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Company,  with  which  he  has  since  remained.  I  lis 
efficient  workmanship  and  reliability  led  to  his 
promotion  and  in  1892  he  was  made  foreman  of 
the  blacksmiths  shops  of  the  road  at  Morris  Park, 
in  which  capacity  he  has  now  acceptably  served 
for  nine  years.  He  is  a  thorough  and  exi)crt  arti- 
san in  his  calling  and  his  fidelity  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  comj)any  is  attested  by  the  length 
of  time  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  road.  P>y 
his  efficient  and  trustworthv  service  he  commands 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  superiors  and  his 
consideration  for  the  men  in  the  sho])s  has  gained 
their  warm  esteem. 

EDWARD  F.  WELD. 

TTiroiighout  his  entire  business  career  l^lward 
^'  ^Wld  has  been  connected  with  the  railway 
service  and  to-day  occupies  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  storekeep)er  for  the  Long  Poland  Railroad 
Company,  his  home  being  at  Richmond  Hill.  He 
was  born  m  Boston,  August  19,  1864,  and  pursued 
his  earlv  edtication  in  the  Roxburv  Latin  School, 
supplementing  his  preliminary  course  by  two 
years'  study  m  Harvard  University. 

His  first  railroad  position  was  in  the  P>oston 
office  of  the  Union  Pacific  Company,  entering 
upon  his  duties  there  in  1886.  He  was  afterward 
transferred  by  that  company  to  its  offices  in  Oma- 
lia.  Nebraska,  where  he  remained  until  1888,  when 
he  was  appointed  purshasing  agent  of  the  St.  Jo- 
seph Sr  (irand  Island  Railroad,  with  headquarters 
at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  In  1890  he  was  made 
JJid  agent  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, at  Omaha,  and  the  following  year  he  became 
purchasing  agent  of  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette 
^ilroad,  in  Michigan,  serving  in  that  capacity 


until  1894,  when  lie  became  general  storekeeper 
for  the  Southern  Railroad.  His  next  change  in 
railway  service  was  made  in  March,  1898,  when 
he  became  associated  with  the  Great  Northern 
Railroad  at  Great  Falls,  Montana,  filling  that  po- 
sition until  June,  1899.  On  the  ist  of  July,  fol- 
lowing, he  was  ai)])ointed  storekeeper  of  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Company,  in  which  capacity  he 
is  still  serving. 

'moMAS  FILDES. 

There  is  |)n)bably  in  no  department  of  indus- 
trial life  more  absolute  accuracy  demanded  than 
in  evervihing  connected  with  railroad  service  and 
liiose  that  continue  long  in  such  employment  are 
ni'.'n  tht^nnighly  familiar  with  their  \\r>rk,  faithful 
in  its  discharge  and  reliable  at  all  times.  .Such  a 
one  i>^  Thomas  b'ildes,  whose  entire  business  ca- 
reer has  been  given  to  some  branch  of  railroad 
work.  He  is  now  assistant  superintendent  of  mo- 
tive ])o\ver  for  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Com- 
l)any.  and  makes  his  home  at  Morris  Park. 

.\lr.  l^^ildes  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Dela- 
ware. Xovember  3,  1855,  ^"^1  there  remained  until 
nine  years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to  In- 
diana])oiis,  Indiana,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood, acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
.\s  boyhood  waned  and  manhood  approached  he 
considered  the  ([uestion  of  employment,  and  in 
May,  1872,  entered  railway  service  as  an  employe 
of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Road, 
with  which  he  remained  until  1876,  learning  the 
machinist's  trade.  He  was  with  the  Ohio  & 
Mississippi  Railroad  Company  from  May,  1876. 
until  ]^larch.  1877,  and  at  the  latter  date  engaged 
with  the  Indianapolis,  Peru  &  Chicago,  now  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Western  railroad,  with  which  he  re- 
mained until  March,  1885.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  then  became  master  mechanic  for 
the  Louisville,  New  Albany  &  Corydon  Railroad, 
thus  serving  until  r)ctober.  1885,  when  he  began 
tnanufacturing  in  Peru.  Indiana,  where  he  re- 
mained until  May.  1887.  He  next  became  general 
foreman  for  the  Lake  Erie  &  Western  Railroad, 
and  severed  his  connection  with  that  com])any  in 
June,  t888.    From  Xovember.  1888.  until  Decem- 
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ber,  1890,  he  was  foreman  of  the  Chicago  &  At- 
lantic Railroad  Company,  and  was  master  car 
builder  for  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Road  from  May,  189 1,  until  June,  1899.  At  the 
last  mentioned  date  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
present  position  and  has  since  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity as  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  trusted  rep- 
resentatives of  the  railroad  company. 

EDWARD  T.  PAYNE. 

Among  the  bright  men  of  his  community  can 
be  mentioned  the  name  of  Edward  T.  Payne,  at- 
torney  and  counselor  at  law,  residing  at  Glen 
Cove,  Long  Island,  who  was  born  at  Haddam, 
Connecticut,  October  10,  1853,  a  son  of  Oliver  N. 
and  Ellen  M.  (Bolles)  Payne.  The  former  was 
born  in  Southold,  Suffolk  county.  New  York, 
April  13,  1828,  a  son  of  Thomas  Payne;  the  lat- 
ter's  father,  whose  name  was  Benjamin,  was  a 
Captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Brooklyn.  Benjamin's  fa- 
ther, who  was  also  named  Thomas,  was  born  at 
Canterbury,  Connecticut,  in  1724,  graduated  from 
Yale  College  in  1748,  settled  at  Cutchogue,  Long 
Island,  as  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  the 
same  year,  and  died  in  the  ministry  there  in  1766. 

Oliver  N.  IXvne  was  educated  at  the  Amenia 
Seminary,  and  after  receiving  his  diploma  entered 
Yale  College  as  a  student,  graduating  with  the 
class  of  '32.  At  the  expiration  of  his  college 
course,  he  became  a  teacher  at  Haddam,  and  fin- 
ally became  ])rincipal  of  Brainerd  Academy  in  that 
place,  a  position  he  held  for  one  and  a  half  years. 
He  then  moved  to  Jamestown,  Pennsylvania,  and 
again  taught  school,  at  the  same  time  taking  up 
the  study  of  law.  In  1856  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Corning,  New  York,  and  remained  there  for 
SIX  years,  becoming  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  ])opular  citizens  of  the  place.  ]\lr.  Payne  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  ]\Iiss  Ellen 
Mansfield  Holies,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  P>rook- 
l\n,  in  August,  1852.  In  the  year  1861  they  be- 
came residents  of  Brooklyn,  and  remained  there 
two  years,  Mr.  Pa\ne  having  his  law  ofiice  in 
New  York  city.  He  removed  to  (ilen  Cove  in 
1863,  and  lived  there  until  his  wife  ])assed  away. 


when  he  returned  to  Brooklvn,  and  his  second 
marriage  took  place  there  also.  Mr.  Payne  was  a 
firm  and  loyal  follower  of  the  Republican  party, 
at  one  time  being  honored  with  the  nomination 
for  the  office  of  county  judge  and  again  for  that 
of  district  attomev. 

Edward  T.  Payne  received  most  of  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  school  at  Glen  Cove,  being  only 
nine  years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  there. 
He  made  good  use  of  his  time,  graduating  in  his 
sixteenth  year,  and  then  entered  into  a  competitive 
examination  for  a  scholarship  at  Cornell.  He  se- 
cured this,  but  being  unable  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  entered  instead  the  Polytechnic  Institute  in 
Brooklyn,  and  after  leaving  there  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  ex-County  Judge 
D.  H.  Bolles,  at  Olean,  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained six  months  and  then  entered  his  father's 
office  in  New  York.  In  1874  he  entered  Colum- 
bia Law  School,  graduating  in  the  year  1876. 
The  February  before  he  graduated  he  passed  the 
examination  in  court,  and  received  his  license  to 
act  as  attorney  and  counselor.  After  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  he  was  taken  into  partnership 
with  his  father  and  was  associated  with  him  until 
the  latter  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  busi- 
ness life. 

Mr.  Payne's  marriage  to  Miss  Grace  Eastman 
was  solenmized  at  Roslyn,  November  8,  1882. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Roslyn,  and  daughter  of 
Henry  M.  and  Lydia  (Macy)  Eastman,  the 
former  being  a  prominent  attorney.  After  their 
marriage  they  settled  in  (jlen  Cove  remaining 
there  ever  since.  In  1901  Mr.  Payne  gave  up 
l)ractice  in  New  York,  and  formed  a  co-partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Halstead  Scudder,  with  offices  at 
Mineola  and  Glen  Cove.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne 
are  the  ])arents  of  three  living  children,  Owen 
Street,  Oliver  Edward  and  Dorothy,  all  resid- 
ing at  Glen  Cove.  Their  youngest  daughter  died 
in  1902 

1  Politically  Mr.  Payne  is  an  independent  Re- 
publican. He  served  on  the  board  of  education 
for  ten  years,  from  1885  to  1895  •  ^"^^  ^^  ^'^^  earnest 
and  /.calou*^  advocate  of  education,  and  it  was 
through  his  efforts  in  a  large  measure  that  the  new 
school    building    was    erected    and    the    school 
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groiintls  enlarged.  He  was  also  instrumental  in 
the  organization  of  the  Glen  Cove  Bank,  of  which 
he  is  a  director  and  shareholder.  The  bank  was 
established  in  1892.  Mr.  Payne  is  a  true  citizen 
in  every  respect,  and  is  very  highly  thought  of 
by  all  the  people  in  his  community.  He  is  a  mom- 
\yjT  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  la'llows  and 
oi  I  he  Royal  Arcanum,  having  filled  all  the  chairs 
in  the  l<x:al  organizations  of  both  orders.  He  is 
likewise  a  member  of  Glen  Cove  Lodge,  .\n.  5S0, 
F.  &  A.  M. 

ANDREW  KOM(  )R(  )\VSKI. 

The  alxive  named  gentleman,  who  is  serving 
as  an  expert  electrician  for  the  Long  Islan<l  Rail- 
n>ad  Company,  makes  his  home  in  Long  Island 
City,  and  is  well  known  as  well  as  highly  esteemed 
b*.^di  in  business  and  private  life.    He  was  born  in 
Poland,  in  December,  1858,  and  was  reared  and 
erlucated  in  his  native  countrv  until  fourteen  vears 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  France.     In    1870  he 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  the  l.'nited  States,  in 
company  with  Capt.  Edmund    Wallace,    of    the 
"Frank"    and    after    his    arrival    on    the    Amer- 
ican shore  he  enlisted  in  the  I'nited  Slates  service, 
in  the  navy  department.     After  serving  in  that 
capacity  for  some  time  he  returned  to  1 'ranee  and 
studied  electricity,  and  while  Uierc  attended  the 
Nice  exposition.     Returning  to  the  I'nited  States 
in  1S83.  he  entered  the  employ  oi  the  I'Mison  Cnm- 
pativ.  at  65  Fifth  Avenue,  Xew  York  city,  llinnigh 
ihe  inlluence  of  Mr.  PVank  r>achell<)r.  then  presi- 
de!it  of  the  Edison  Com])any  in  l^Vance,  where  he 
remained  until  1890.    Since  that  time  lu-  has  been 
tngn.^ed  chiefly  with  the  (Ileason  Road,  of  Long 
Island  City,  and  the  Long  Island  Railroad  C'om- 
pany.      Although,  since  his  arrival,   Mr.   Komo- 
rowski  has  made  the  coimtry  of  his  adoption  the 
omntrv  of  his  affection,  he  is  also  an  ardent  lover 
.tf  his  native  land.'     He  has  adapted  himself  en- 
tirely to  his  new  surroundings,  customs  and  man- 
ners. an<l  has  achieved  success  and  won  a  place 
among  the  representative  men  of  the  comnuinity 
in  which  his  lot  has  been  cast.     Desiring  to  re- 
visit  his  native  land,  he  returne<l  to  Poland  in 
i84-;4  with  his  wife  and  children  but  u])on  arrival 


there  was  charged  with  l>eing  a  Russian  subject. 
The  family  were  virtually  kept  prisoners  for 
twenty-two  months  at  Kazmis  and  were  finally 
f»bliged  to  resort  to  the  Russian  government  to 
secure  their  release.  They  were  finally  jKTmitted 
t(.  return  to  the  I'nited  States,  and  in  this  land  of 
the  free  Mr.  K<;)monnvski  has  risen  to  an  eminence 
which  commands  the  admiration  of  his  fellow  citi- 
7ens.  He  now  owns  a  fine  farm,  desirablv  situ- 
ated  near  Port  JefTerson,  Long  Island,  and  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  electricity  he  takes  a  deep 
interest.  lie  is  a  good  linguist,  speaking  fluently 
Italian,  German,  TVench,  luiglish  and  Polish, 
Vxhile  he  also  has  a  goo<l  knowledge  of  the  Rus- 
>ian  language. 

In  1884  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Komo- 
rowski  and  Candida  ( )tina,  a  native  of  Italy,  and 
tht'v  have  five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. •  )ne  child  wa>  born  in  l^Vance,  but  the  others 
lire  all  natives  oi  the  I'nited  States.  A  marked 
characteristic  of  our  subject  during  his  w-hole  ca- 
reer has  l)een  his  fidelity  to  duty  imder  all  circum- 
stances and  his  faithful  discharge  of  every  obli- 
gation devolving  u])on  him. 

CHARLES  A.  POST. 

Charles  Augustus  Post,  freight  agent  of  the 
!  -ong  Nland  Railroad  at  I  .ong  Island  City,  and  one 
of  the  mo>t  reliable  and  j)o])ular  representatives  of 
llu'  corj)oration  in  active  duty  an  the  line,  was  born 
in  Ravensw<M)<l.  (  hieens  counay,  on  December  21. 
i^f)/.  his  i)arents  bt-ing  William  and  Sarah  A. 
(Aresrn)  l^)st,  b()tli  of  whf>m  were  natives  of 
i-'lushing.  The  lN)st  family  traces  its  ancestry 
back  to  the  early  settlement  of  Long  Island  and 
is  of  Dutch  lineage.  The  Tallman  family,  of 
which  our  subject  is  a  re|)resentative  in  the  ma- 
ternal line,  is  also  one  of  long  connection  with 
this  portion  of  thr  ICmoire  state.  Its  earlv  mem- 
hers  residrd  at  Rocky  Hill  and  their  old  home  is 
still  standing  there.  It  was  in  that  residence  that 
the  Hessian  officers  were  entertained  just  prior 
to  the  battle  of  Long  Island. 

During  his  infancy  Charles  A.  Post  was  taken 
by  his  j)arents  to  h^lushing.  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and   in   the   village  scho<')ls  he  ac- 
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quired  his  education.  He  entered  upon  his  busi- 
ness career  in  the?  employ  of  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road Company,  being  assigned  to  the  position  of 
messenger.  His  close  a])plication  to  his  work  and 
his  abie  performance  of  duty  won  his  promotion 
from  time  to  time  and  ultimately  he  was  appointed 
freight  agent  at  Long  Island  City,  on  the  isth  of 
June,  1889,  and  has  since  served  in  that  capacity. 
At  the  time  of  his  appointment  he  wa^  the  young- 
est terminal  freight  agent  in  the  state.  His  nat- 
ural aptitude  for  the  work,  his  efficiency  in  the 
I)Osition  he  occupies  and  his  thorough  familiarity 
with  all  its  duties  have  won  for  him  the  unquali- 
fied confidence  of  the  company,  while  his  unfailing 
courtesy  and  ciMisideration  for  the  patrons  of  the 
road  have  made  him  very  popular.  He  has  a 
winsome  personality  and  his  friends  in  business 
and  in  social  circles  are  many. 

ALBERT  P>.  BIERCK. 

Albert  I>.  IJierck,  who  has  been  engaged  in 
public  service  for  many  years  and  is  now  serving 
as  auditor  of  a  number  of  railroad  and  steamboat 
companies,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  on  the  9th  of 
October,  1867.  He  received  excellent  educational 
advantages  in  the  city  schools  of  Brooklyn,  and 
as  the  years  have  passed  he  has  greatly  added  to 
his  knowledge  by  constant  reading  and  study,  thus 
keeping  himself  well  informed  on  the  leading  is- 
sues and  questions  of  the  day.  When  the  time 
arrived  for  him  to  begin  the  battle  of  lite  on  his 
own  account  he  became  an  assistant  to  the  auditor 
of  the  National  Express  Company,  of  New  York, 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  that  position  in  1883. 
In  1 88  s  he  became  clerk  for  the  Pennsvlvania 
Railroad  in  New  York  city,  and  in  the  following 
year  was  ])Ut  in  charge  of  the  lighterage  depart- 
ment of  the  [Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  in  New 
York.  l'r(*m  18S8  to  i8<)o,  he  was  traveling  agent 
for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  in  the  latter 
year  was  ma<!e  auditor  of  the  Pros])ect  Park  and 
Coiie\'  Island  Railnxid  and  served  in  that  ])osi- 
tion  for  twn  years  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  to 
all  concerned.  In  1802  ^Ir.  Bierck  was  made  gen- 
eral acc(^nntant  f(^r  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  in 
which  he  served  for  four  years,  and  was  then  ap- 


pointed auditor  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  also 
of  the  Huntington  Railroad,  the  Rockaway  Beach 
Railroad,  the  Montauk  Steamboat  Company,  and 
of  many  other  companies  in  New  York.  His  fidel- 
ity to  duty  and  promptness  in  the  discharge  of  the 
tasks  devolved  upon  him  have  won  him  the  re- 
spect and  admiration  of  all,  and  over  his  public 
record  there  falls  no  shadow  of  reproach  or  sus- 
picion of  evil.  Mr.  Bierck  has  also  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  organization  of  the  National  So- 
cietv  of  Certified  Public  Accountants,  of  which  he 
was  made  its  first  vice-president.  It  was  his  pio- 
neer work  as  an  accountant  in  the  west  that 
served  to  bring  the  profession  of  accounting  to  the 
attention  of  the  public  in  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try. His  experience  in  railway  matters  has  been 
very  wide  and  varied,  and  he  is  recognized  to-day 
as  one  of  the  leading  accountants  in  that  branch 
of  the  profession.  He  is  widely  known  and  pop- 
ular, and  his  selection  as  first  vice-president  of  the 
National  Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants 
in  the  United  States  evidences  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  profession.  He  is  also  an 
energetic  member  of  the  American  Association  of 
Public  Accountants.  Mr.  Bierck  makes  his  home 
in  Brooklyn,  where  he  is  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

ELIAS  ALFRED  VREELAND. 

Elias  Alfred  Vreeland,  who  is  serving  as  dock 
master  for  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company, 
claims  New  Jersey  as  the  state  of  his  birth,  that 
event  occurring  on  the  5th  of  August,  1845,  i" 
Passaic  county.  He  was  principally  reared  in 
Montgomerv  countv.  New  York,  until  his  six- 
teenth  year,  and  his  earlv  life  was  spent  on  a  farm, 
where  he  was  taught  lessons  of  industry,  honesty 
and  j^erseverance.  He  sul)sequently  removed  from 
Montgomery  county  to  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  was  employed  by  both  the  United  States 
and  the  Adams  Ex])ress  Companies.  The  year 
1876  witnessed  his  arrival  on  Long  Island,  and 
he  soon  became  identified  with  the  Long  Island 
Railroad,  filling  a  number  of  different  ])ositions 
with  that  corj^oration  under  its  various  adminis- 
trations until  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  high 
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office,  that  of  dock  master.  He  maintains  his  res- 
idence in  Long  Island  City,  where  he  is  recog- 
nized as  a  leading  and  representative  citizen,  his 
personal  characteristics  being  such  as  to  gain  and 
retain  for  him  the  high  regard  of  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  Mr.  Weeland  is  a 
brother  of  Herbert  H.  X'reeland,  who  is  president 
of  the  Metropolitan  Traction  Company. 

JOHX    J.  (TiX'^XXKLL. 

John  J.  O'Donnell,  foreman  <^f  the  motive 
ix>\ver  for  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  lias  risen  to 
his  present  high  position  by  his  own  unaided  ef- 
forts. He  has  always  taken  a  dccj^  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  Long  Isl- 
land,  is  in  sympathy  with  all  the  great  movements 
al.ont  him,  and  his  integrity  stands  as  an  un  iiies- 
tioned  fact  in  his  career.  He  was  born  in  W'ilkes- 
barre,  Pennsylvania,  May  19,  1868,  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  the  city  of  his  nativity,  and  there 
also  enjoyed  excellent  educational  ])riviieges.  His 
first  business  experience  was  as  clerk  in  a  grocery 
store,  but  that  occupation  not  proving  congenial 
to  his  taste  he  apprenticed  himself  to  the  ma- 
chinist's trade.  In  1892  he  became  an  enijiloyc  of 
the  Long  Island  Railroad  Com])any.  being  ap- 
I>ointed  assistant  foreman  in  the  company's  shops 
at  Morris  Park,  and  remained  in  that  resi)onsible 
position  until  November  1,  1898.  Mr.  (VDonnell 
was  then  transferred  to  Long  Island  City,  where 
he  has  charge  of  the  motive  power  of  the  Long 
Island  Railroad,  including  engines,  electric  plant 
and  gas  house.  Loyally  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  his  company,  he  does  everything  in  his  power 
to  promote  its  success.  In  manner  he  is  retiring, 
but  he  possesses  that  true  worth  which  cannot  be 
hid  and  which  is  always  recognized  by  ])eo|)le  of 
sup)eriority. 

LOUIS    RINGHOCSE, 

Ix)nis  Ringhouse.  one  of  the  oldest  em])loyes 
in  T>t'Mnt  of  service  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  is 
now  filling  the  important  position  of  conductor. 
He  is  a  native  son  of  the  Empire  state,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  New  York  city,  and  he  was 


there  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  On  laying  aside  his  text- 
lKK)ks  preparatory  to  assuming  the  res]X)nsible 
duties  of  a  business  life  he  entered  the  railway 
service,  becoming  an  employe  of  the  Hudson  Riv- 
er Railroad  Company  in  1868.  He  entered  the 
service  as  brakeman.  After  remaining  for  a  time 
with  that  company  he  transferred  his  services  to 
the  Long  Island  Railroad,  where  he  passed 
througli  the  different  grades  of  promotion,  serv- 
ing as  brakeman,  baggagemaster.  freight  conduc- 
tor, and  finally,  in  187^^.  was  made  passenger  con- 
ductor, his  run  being  to  I^atchogue.  ?le  is  well 
fitted  for  the  calling  which  he  has  adopted,  being 
fearless  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  at  all 
times  solicitous  for  the  comforts  of  his  patrons. 
Mr.  Ringhouse  also  has  two  sons  in  the  employ  of 
the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  .William  Con- 
lad  being  ticket  examiner  in  the  Long  Island  City 
department  and  Louis,  Jr..  connected  with  the 
Long  Nland  K\])ress. 

N'A  IT  L.  ILNRTOX. 

Fortunate  is  the  man  who  has  back  of  him  an 
ancestry  honorable  and  distinguished,  and  happy 
is  he  whose  lines  of  life  are  cast  in  harmony  there- 
with. In  ])erson,  in  character  and  talents  Mr. 
IJarton  is  a  worthy  scion  of  his  race.  He  traces 
his  ancestry  from  Captain  William  Barton,  who 
with  a  com])any  of  men  captured  General  Prescott 
in  Rhode  Island  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
an  I  in  recognition  of  his  valiant  service  he  was 
voted  a  sword  by  congress.  Levi  W.  Barton,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a  prominent  attorney  of 
Xcnvport,  Sullivan  county.  New  Hampshire,  and 
he  attained  eminence  in  his  native  state  as  a  jury 
lawyer.  He  also  served  for  many  years  in  the 
New  Hampshire  legislature.  Ili^  brilliant  ora- 
tory, clothing  the  sound  logic  of  truth,  carried 
conviction  to  the  minds  of  judge  and  jury  and 
merit  enabled  him  to  mount  the  ladder  of  fame. 
He  married  F^lizabeth  Tewett,  of  Hollis,  New 
Hampshire,  and  of  their  seven  children  ftnir  are 
now  living. 

Xatt  L.  Barton,  the  thinl  child  and  second 
son,   was  born   near   Newport,   Sullivan   county, 
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New  Hampshire,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1867, 
and  he  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  schools  of  the  vicinity.  After  at- 
taining  to  years  of  maturity  he  began  the  battle  of 
life  for  himself  by  entering  the  railway  service, 
and  in  1889  he  became  connected  with  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  as  a  conductor,  which  responsi- 
ble position  he  has  filled  to  the  present  time.  Dur- 
ing the  past  tw^o  years  he  has  been  running  to 
Patchogue.  During  his  connection  with  the  rail- 
road service  he  has  won  the  high  regard  of  his  su- 
perior officers  and  the  patrons  of  the  road,  and 
those  who  know  him  best  esteem  him  for  his  ster- 
ling worth  and  his  manly  and  upright  principles. 

WILLIAM  H.  NAMMACK,  M.  D. 

If  every  young  man  thoroughly  understood 
and  believed  what  wise  men  and  philosophers  are 
always  pointing  out, — that  success  never  comes 
to  anyone  without  great  and  persevering  effort — 
a  multitude  of  failures  in  life  would  be  averted 
and  the  world  would  be  a  much  better  place  than 
it  is  today.  It  is  especially  true  that  in  the  medi- 
cal profession  advancement  comes  only  as  the  di- 
rect result  of  individual  merit  and  ability  and  he 
who  would  gain  prominence  as  a  medical  practi- 
tioner must  have  strong  mentality,  and  among  his 
salient  characteristics  must  be  close  application, 
broad  sympathy  and  untiring  devotion  to  the  life 
work  he  has  chosen.  Such  qualities  have  won  for 
Dr.  Nammack  a  place  of  prominence  in  the  medi- 
cal fraternity  of  (Queens  county,  and  in  Far  Rock- 
away,  where  he  makes  his  home,  and  the  sur- 
rounding district,  he  has  a  very  large  patrona'j:c. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  New  York  city,  his 
father,  William  Nammack,  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land and  one  of  his  ancestors  was  a  bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  In  the  year  1849  the  father 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New  York  and  became  a 
very  prominent  and  prosperous  merchant  of  low- 
er New  York,  where  he  remained  in  business 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1879.  He  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Williams,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Williams,  who  was  a  leading  and  influential  resi- 
dent of  Killarney.  Ireland,  where  he  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.      He  was  a 


cousin  of  William  Cullen  Bryant,  the  well  known 
American  poet.  Mrs.  Nammack  still  survives 
her  husband  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  namely: 
Charles  E.,  who  is  visiting  surgeon  in  the  Belle- 
vue  Hospital;  Elizabeth  F.,  who  is  professor  of 
Latin  in  the  Girls'  High  School  of  New  York, 
and  was  the  first  woman  to  win  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  at  Columbia  College ;  Katherine 
F.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  David  P.  Fleming ;  and  Will- 
iam H. 

In  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  Will- 
iam H.  Nammack  began  his  education  at  the  usual 
age,  and  after  completing  the  studies  therein 
taught  he  matriculated  in  the  college  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  in  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1881.  Wishing  to  take  an  active  part 
in  the  medical  fraternity  he  pursued  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Bellevue  Medical  College,  in  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1886,  and  through  the  two 
succeeding  years  was  an  interne  in  the  college 
hospital,  while  for  nine  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  outside  staff.  He  has  also  given  instruc- 
tion in  other  lines  of  scientific  knowledge,  having 
been  ])rofessor  of  natural  science,  anatomy,  physi- 
ology and  chemistry  in  the  high  schools  of  New 
York,  acting  in  that  capacity  until   1897. 

In  the  vear  1802  Dr.  Nammack  established  his 
home  in  I'ar  l^ockaway,  where  he  has  since  en- 
gag^ed  in  practice,  his  patronage  constantly  in- 
creasing as  the  years  have  passed.  He  is  a  man 
of  broad  and  accurate  knowledge  and  in  applying 
his  learning  to  the  needs  of  humanity  he  has  dcm- 
onstrfited  marked  ability.  He  is  seldom,  if  ever, 
at  fault  in  the  slightest  degree  in  diagnosing  a 
case  and  in  anticipating  the  outcome,  and  his 
ability  has  placed  him  in  a  foremost  position  in 
his  profession.  He  is  visiting  physician  and 
pathologist  at  St.  John's  Hospital  in  Long  Island 
City,  is  examining  physician  for  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Company  and  several  fraternal 
associations,  surgeon  of  the  volunteer  fire  depart- 
ment of  Far  Rockaway,  and  has  been  coroner's 
physician  for  Queens  county  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  belongs  to  the  New  York  State  and 
County  Medical,  to  the  Queens  and  Nassau  Coim- 
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ties  Medical  Associations,  Bellevue  Hospital 
Alumni  Societv,  Society  for  the  Relief  of  the 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men,  and  thus 
through  the  interchange  of  thought  in  those  or- 
ganizations keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  advance- 
ment which  is  continually  heing  made  by  the  pro- 
fession. He  makes  a  specialty  of  the  practice  of 
5iirgery  and  is  particularly  successful  in  this  de- 
partment. 

On  the  23(1  of  April,  1899,  Dr.  Xammack  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Frances  A.  Connor, 
a  daughter  of  Dennis  Connor,  a  member  of  an  old 
Xew  York  family,  the  wedding  being  celebrated 
m  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral  by  the  late  archbishop 
of  Xew  York,  Most  Reverend  W.  A.  Corrigan. 
They  have  five  children, — Rita,  Willard  P.,  Gris- 
wold,  Alma  F.  and  Philip  W     The  Doctor  and  his 
family  hold  membership  in  the  Catholic  church 
and  he  is  a  member  and  examining  physician  of 
tlie  Knights  of  Columbus.      It  is  well  that  he  has 
a  deep  interest  in  his  ])rofession,  for  the  demands 
of  his  practice  leave  him  little  leisure  time.      He 
has  already  gained  a  position  in  medical  circles 
that  many  an  older  practitioner  might  well  envy 
and  his  devotion  to  his  chosen  calling,  as  well  as 
his    comprehensive    knowledge    and    skill,    will 
doubtless  result  in  winning  him  still  greater  suc- 
cess and  advancement  in  the  future. 

L.  S.  WELLS. 

The  career  of  L.  S.  Wells  illustrates  most 
forcibly  the  power  of  patient  and  persistent  effort 
and  self-reliance.  His  life  has  been  a  success,  but 
all  his  achievements  are  the  result  of  unfaltering 
industry  and  close  application  to  business.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  the  railway  service  for  many 
vears,  and  during  all  this  time  has  so  deported 
himself  as  to  win  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
patrons  of  the  road,  as  weW  as  of  his  superior 
officers,  and  no  man  has  a  cleaner  record  or  is 
more  highly  respected  than  he. 

Mr.  Wells  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Maine,  but 
when  an  infant  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Xew 
Brunswick,  Canada,  w^here  his  early  years  were 
spent,  and  he  there  acquired  his  primary  educa- 
tion.    In  1883  he  came  to  New  York,  where  he 


completed  his  studies,  and  after  leaving  the 
schoolroom  he  began  the  preparation  for  his  life 
work  by  taking  up  the  study  of  telegraphy.  In 
1886  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Long  Island 
Railway  Company,  where  he  passed  through  the 
various  grades  of  promotion,  and  in  1892  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  high  position,  as  superin- 
tendent of  telegraphy  for  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
ro:i(l  system  Ho  has  worked  his  way  to  his  pres- 
ent ])<.)sition  bv  personal  merit,  ?ind  his  fidelity  to 
the  conijiany's  interest  has  won  for  him  the  com- 
mendation of  his  ^^uperiors  and  the  respect  of  his 
subordinates. 

JAMES    D.  RUSHMORE. 

James  D.  Rushmore,  an  etTicient  and  popular 
conductor  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad  at  Hemp- 
stead, Long  Island,  is  a  native  of  Hempstead,  his 
birth  having  occurretl  on  the  27th  of  January, 
i8,S3.  H^  ^1^^  spent  his  entire  life  here  and  the 
fact  that  those  who  have  known  him  from  child- 
hood are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends 
is  an  indication  of  his  sterling  worth  and  his 
loyalty  to  principle  and  the  right.  In  t866  he  en- 
tered upon  his  business  career  as  a  water  carrier, 
being  em|)loyed  to  distribute  water  through  the 
trains  to  the  passengers,  there  being  no  water 
C(X)lers  in  the  cars,  and  from  that  position  he  was 
promoted  through  the  various  grades  to  a  brake- 
man  and  afterward  to  baggageman.  In  1880  he 
was  made  conductor  on  a  passenger  train,  and  has 
since  been  retained  in  this  responsible  position. 
He  is  the  third  oldest  employe  in  years  of  service 
on  the  road  and  during  his  long  connection  with 
this  company  he  has  ever  received  the  most  cour- 
teous treatment  from  his  superior  officers. 

As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  the  journey 
of  life  Mr.  Rushmore  chose  Miss  Kate  Skidmore. 
of  P>lack  Stump,  Queens  county,  their  wedding 
Ixiing  celebrated  in  1873.  The  union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Elbert,  is  also  conductor  on  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road. The  daughter,  Anna  L.,  married  Frank  R. 
Rider,  a  son  of  Hiram  Rider,  of  Jamaica.  Mr. 
Rider  is  em])loyed  as  ticket  agent  by  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Company.     Mrs.  Rider  is  a  lady 
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of  much  musical  ability,  and  as  a  teacher  of  music 
she  has  won  a  high  degree  of  success,  having  now 
a  large  class  of  pupils  under  her  supervision.  Air. 
Rushmore,  of  this  review,  has  had  a  long  and 
eventful  career,  but  he  has  filled  every  obligation 
of  life  nianfulv,  and  is  in  every  wav  worthy  of  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  cit- 
izens. He  is  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  railroading  and  possesses  the  oldest  time  table 
in  existence  which  is  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
and  dated  1838. 

R.  J.  KELLY. 

Identified  with  the  industrial  interests  of  Mor- 
ris Park,  R.  J.  Kelly  !S  now  filling  the  responsible 
position  of  master  painter  and  foreman  of  the  de- 
partment of  car  and  locomotive  painting  for  the 
Long  Island  Railroad  Company.  He  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  June  15,  1863,  and  was  reared  in 
Wilmington.  Delaware,  acquiring  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  city.  Throughout  his 
business  career  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
work  of  constructing  and  decorating  cars,  being 
first  associated  with  the  New  York,  Philadelphia 
&  Norfolk  Railroad  and  later  with  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  on  the  western  division :  the  Cam- 
den &  Atlantic  Railroad  and  a  car  works  in  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  also  with  the  Jackson  Sharp 
Company,  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  in  1891 
became  associated  with  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Company  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of  the  car 
and  engine  painting  department.  He  is  very  com- 
petent and  not  only  has  a  practical  knowledge  of 
the  work  but  is  also  capable  of  directing  the  ef- 
forts of  the  men  in  the  shops  to  the  best  advant- 
age. He  is  energetic,  determined  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  his  ambition  to  succeed  has  won  him  ad- 
vancement from  time  to  time  until  he  now  occu- 
pies an  important  and  good-paying  position. 

ALFRED    L.  JONES 

The  railroad  interests  of  Long  Island  are  well 
represented  by  Alfred  L.  Jones,  who  is  now  serv- 
ing as  conductor,  on  the  Lrmg  Islaiui  Railroad  at 
Oyster  P»ay.    He  is  one  of  the  oldest  conductors 


in  years  of  continuous  service  on  the  road,  and 
this  fact  alone  illustrates  in  no  uncertain  manner 
his  fidelity  to  duty  and  his  loyalty  to  the  company 
which  he  represents. 

A  native  of  the  Old  Dominion,  his  birth  there 
occurred  on  the  4th  of  October,  1849.  He  was 
principally  reared,  however,  in  New  York  and 
here  secured  his  educational  privileges.  He  be- 
gan the  battle  of  life  for  himself  by  entering  the 
railway  service,  becoming  a  brakeman  on  the  New 
York  &  Harlem  Railroad.  In  1868  he  became  an 
employe  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  under  the 
Charlick  administration,  and  in  the  following 
year  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  conductor. 
He  has  ever  since  remained  in  that  capacity,  and 
during  the  many  years  which  have  come  and  gone 
since  he  assumed  that  responsible  position  he  has 
been  found  true  to  principle  and  to  duty.  He  is 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  superior  officers 
and  the  ])atrons  of  the  road,  and  he  has  so  de- 
ported himself  that  as  a  man  of  business,  as  a  cit- 
izen and  an  honorable  Christian  gentleman  no 
man  has  a  cleaner  record  or  is  more  highly  re- 
spected than  he. 

DAVID  VAN  CLEAR 

David  \'an  Clcaf,  superintendent  of  the  Mon- 
tauk  Steamboat  Company,  with  office  at  the  foot 
of  l*ier  13,  East  River,  New  York,  was  born  in 
Commack,  Suffolk  county,  now-  Nassau  coun- 
ty. September  23,  1853.  He  received  a  good 
academic  education  in  Brooklyn.  Long  Island, 
with  special  reference  to  a  business  life,  and  com- 
menced his  career  in  the  shipping  business. 
Beginning  at  the  bottom,  and  gradually  rising 
through  various  grades  of  promotion  as  his 
practical  experience  equipped  him  for  advanced 
positions,  Mr.  \'an  Cleaf  became  thoroughly 
grounded  in  his  calling  and  was  steadily  en- 
trusted with  increased  responsibilities  until  he 
was  made  superintendent  of  the  Montauk  Steam- 
boat Line.  P»efore  assuming  the  management  of 
this  line  he  was  assistant  superintendent  for  John 
H.  Starin.  where  he  remained  for  eleven  years. 

When  the  Montauk  Steamboat  Company  was 
organized  in  1898  the  attention  of  the  Company, 
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Inoking  for  a  suitable  and  capable  superintendent 
of  the  line,  was  directed  towards  Mr.  Van  Cleaf. 
His  long  experience  and  recognized  abilities 
secured  an  immediate  tender  of  the  position  on 
the  part  of  the  Company,  an  offer  which  Mr.  Van 
Cleaf  accepted  and  which  he  has  since  filled  in  a 
manner  that  more  than  justifies  the  wisdom  of 
the  choice.  Mr.  Van  Cleaf  is  not  only  familiar 
with  every  detail  of  management  but  is  peculiarly 
popular  with  everyone  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact,  and  especially  so  in  all  his  business 
relations.  He  still  holds  the  position  and  by  his 
genial  attractive  personality  has  added  much  to 
the  popularity  of  the  line. 

GILBERT    F.  CHICHESTER. 

Gilbert  F.  Chichester,  who  is  employed  as  sta- 
tion agent  at  the  Thirty-fourth  street  ferry.  New 
^ork,  and  is  general  baggage  agent  of  the  Long; 
Island  Railroad  Company,  was  born  on  the  31 1  of 
February,  1843,  i"  Center  Moriches,  Long  Island. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  place, 
but  in  early  life  he  left  the  parental  r(X)f  and  be- 
g^n  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  The  first  em- 
ployment which  he  secured  was  as  a  cook  on  a 
filing  vessel,  following  that  calling  otT  and  on  for 
three  years,  and  then,  in  iH'')^,  as  a  representative 
of  Scranton  &  Company,  <^f  Brooklyn,  he  became 
a  sutler  on  the  United  States  steamship  '*Union" 
fc>r  the  l7nion  army  and  made  an  extended  trij) 
along  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coast.  After  the  close 
of  hostilities  Mr.  Chichester  was  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  for  a  time  in  Brooklyn ,  and  later 
in  Riverhead,  Long  Island,  and  there  entered  the 
^loy  of  the  Long  Island  Express  Com])any. 
He  was  thus  employed  from  May  i,  1865,  to  July, 
'868.  He  next  became  an  employe  of  the  South 
Side  Railroad  Company,  now  known  as  the  Long 
Island  Railroad,  as  a  conductor,  running  to  Sa- 
ville,  and  on  the  28th  of  March,  t86<>.  he  ran  the 
fct  train  to  Patchogue,  continuing  to  fill  the  po- 
sition  of  conductor  until  1873.  In  that  year  the 
^■oad  changed  hands  and  ^Ir.  Chichester  was  aft- 
erward employed  as  a  messenger  fc^r  the  South 
Si'le  Express  Company  until  that  cor]X)ration  was 
"^^rged  into  the  I'nited  States  Express  Company, 


after  which  he  remained  with  the  latter  company 
for  a  time  in  the  same  occupation.  Erom  1874 
until  1876  he  was  engaged  by  the  I'nited  States 
Express  Comj)any  as  agent  at  Patchogue,  and 
when  the  Wescotts  superseded  the  United  States 
Express  Company  he  was  employed  by  the  for- 
mer corporation  until  the  15th  of  September, 
1882.  When  the  strife  was  ended  between  the 
Long  Island  Ex])ress  Com])any  and  the  Wescotts, 
resulting  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  latter,  Mr. 
Chichester  became  solicitor  of  baggage  on  trains 
for  the  Long  Island  l^xpress  Company,  entering 
U])on  the  duties  of  that  (Hxupation  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1883.  May  31,  1883,  he  was  appointed 
agent  for  the  company  at  Long  Beach,  where  he 
served  two  summers,  and  acting  as  train  baggage 
solicitor  (luring  the  balance  of  the  year,  was  after- 
ward transferred  to  the  baggage  department  at 
Long  Island  City,  and  January  i,  1886,  was  made 
agent  at  the  James  Sli]),  Xew  York.  On  January 
I,  1889,  he  was  transferred  to  Long  Island  City, 
as  sujH'rintendent  of  the  stables,  also  as  general 
baggage  agent,  remaining  there  until  appointed  to 
his  ])resent  position.  He  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  this  res])onsible  position  on  the  5th  of  October, 
1889,  and  during  the  years  which  have  intervened 
he  has  been  true  to  every  obligation  which  has  de- 
volved upon  him.  In  every  relation  of  life  he  has 
been  found  loyal  to  principle  and  to  duty,  ever 
taking  a  deep  interest  in  those  movements  and 
measures  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit, 
and  he  withholds  his  support  from  no  enterprise 
that  tends  toward  the  general  good. 

WILLIAM    L.  JARVIS. 

William  L.  Jarvis,  who  holds  the  responsible 
])osition  of  passenger  train  master  on  the  Long 
Island  Railroad,  is  a  native  son  of  Long  Island, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Jamaica,  Queens 
county,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1858.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  here  he 
also  received  a  common-school  education.  After 
laying  aside  his  text-books  to  take  u])  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  life  he  began  l<^arning  telegraphy, 
entering  the  em])loy  of  the  Xew  Jersey  Central 
Railroad  Conipany.     ."Subsequently  for  fixe  years 
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he  was  employed  as  telegraph  operator  and  ticket 
agent  at  Jamaica,  his  time  being  thus  occupied 
from  1 88 1  until  1887,  when  he  was  made  train 
dispatcher.  He  filled  that  important  position  with 
entire  satisfaction  until  1892,  and  in  that  year  be- 
came train  master  for  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Company,  of  which  he  is  the  present  incumbent. 
His  long  years  of  service  with  the  company  and 
the  importance  of  the  positions  which  he  has 
held  are  highly  complimentary  of  his  efficiency  in 
his  calling,  and  his  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his 
patrons  and  his  employers  is  indeed  marked.  He 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  both  his  superiors 
and  subordinates,  and  all  who  have  the  pleasure 
of  his  acquaintance  entertain  for  him  the  highest 
regard. 

JOHN  McKEEVER. 

John  McKccver.  station  master  at  Long 
Island  City,  was  born  in  Mineola,  Queens 
county,  now  Nassau  county.  May  25,  1863.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  the  common  schols 
of  his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
entered  upon  his  business  career,  which  has 
always  been  identified  with  railroad  service.  In 
1881,  he  began  as  a  brakeman  in  the  employ  of 
the  Long  Island  Railroad.  From  this  position 
he  passed  through  successive  ])rom6tions  of 
freight  anrl  passenger  conductors,  filling  the 
latter  position  until  1898. 

Mr.  McKeever's  railroad  experience  has 
developed  his  natural  qualifications  for  success  in 
the  railroad  business.  The  previous  positions 
which  he  has  held  so  satisfactorily  have  fitted  him 
for  his  present  j^osition.  He  was  appointed 
station  master  at  Long  Island  City  in  1898,  and 
has  filled  the  position  creditably  since  that  time. 

W.  R.  T.  JONES 

\V.  K.  T.  loiu's  is  a  rci)rcsentativc  c;f  one  of 
the  old  families  of  Loni^  Island.  The  ancestor 
of  the  family.  Maj(^r  Thomas  Jones,  came  first  to 
Rhode  Island,  and  fr(^)m  thence  moved  to  Oyster 
iJay.  Lonir  Island,  in  t6()2.  S()on  afterwards  he 
moved  t(^  the  south  side  of  the  island,  where  he 
ac<[uired  a  large  tract  of  land  and  built  a  brick 


house  which  became  quite  noted.  Major  Jones 
soon  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  distinguished  citizens  Of  the  locality,  and 
was  an  active  factor  in  public  affairs.  In  1702 
he  was  captain  in  the  Queens  county  militia ;  in 
1704  was  high  sheriff  of  the  county;  in  1706  was 
major;  in  1709  was  justice  of  the  peace;  and  in 
1710  was  appointed  ranger-general  of  the  Island 
of  Nassau  (Long  Island).  His  son,  William,  and 
his  grandson,  John  Jones,  were  both  born  on  Long 
Island,  and  the  latter  was  the  father  of  John  H. 
Jones  and  the  grandfather  of  W.  R.  T.  Jones. 

John  H.  Jones  was  a  man  of  great  administra- 
tive ability.  He  owned  stores  and  mills  at  Cold 
Spring,  Long  Island,  and  would  manufacture 
everything  that  was  needed  by  the  surrounding 
population.  He  bought  wool  and  grain  of  Long 
Island  fanners,  converting  the  former  into  wear- 
ing materials  and  the  latter  into  bread  stuflFs,  and 
had  charge  of  a  large  whaling  fleet.  He  was 
widely  recognized  as  a  most  valuable  citizen,  was 
highly  respected  and  exerted  a  wide  influence  in 
behalf  of  material  and  moral  advancement.  He 
married  Loretta  Hewlett,  a  daughter  of  Judge 
Devine  Hewlett,  of  Cold  Spring.  Her  death  oc- 
curred in  1838,  and  Mr.  Jones  died  in  December, 
1859.  They  had  nine  children,  the  youngest  of 
whom  was  W.  R.  T.  Jones. 

This  Mr.  Jones,  whose  name  introduces  this 
review,  graduated  from  Columbia  College  more 
than  a  half  century  ago,  having  been  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1850.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Bar  in  the  city  of  New  York,  has 
been  a  mi^rine  underwriter  and  average  adjuster, 
and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Atlantic  Trust  Company. 

^Ir.  Jones  has  been  quite  prominent  in  many 
matters  of  ])u])]ic  interest  and  benefit.  He  wa*^ 
instrumental  in  having  the  Queens  and  Nassau 
County  Agricultural  Society  moved  to  its  pres- 
ent location.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
St.  Nicholas  Societv,  the  L'niversitv  Club,  the 
Union  League  Club,  the  Seawanhaka-Corinthian 
Yacht  Club  and  the  American  Geographical  So- 
ciety, and  of  the  last  named  he  is  treasurer,  and  he 
is  governor  of  the  W'awepe  Society,  at  Cold 
Spring  Harbor,  founded  by  his  brother.  John  D. 
Jones. 
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In  1854  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Anna  Pierson  Bailey,  a  daughter  of  Rear  Admiral 
Theo<lorus  Bailey,  who  led  Admiral  Farragut's 
fleet  past  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  to  whom  New  Orleans  surrendered. 
Mrs.  Jones  died  in  1882.  They  had  two  children. 
Theodorus,  deceased,  and  Katherine,  the  wife  of 
^lajor  C.  W.  \\'hipple,  a  retired  officer  of  the 
L'nited  States  army.  Mr.  Jones  has  a  nice  homo 
at  Massapequa  (South  Oyster  Bay),  and  is  one 
of  the  honored  men  who  in  the  eveninj^^  of  life 
command  the  veneration  and  respect  of  young  and 
old,  rich  and  poor. 

CHARLES  H.  KUSS. 

Charles  H.  Kiiss,  announcer  at  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  depot.  Long  Island  City,  was 
bnfn  in  New  York  city,  September  2(>,  1870. 
Diirincf  the  winters  of  his  boyhood  he  attended 
public  school  in  New  York,  at  the  old  Thirteenth 
Street  school.  Graduating  therefrom  he  con- 
tinued his  education  at  the  New  York  High 
School.  His  summers  were  spent  in  Babylon, 
Long  Island,  where  he  took  up  the  study  of 
German,  perfecting  himself  in  that  language.  He 
is  now  a  proficient  Gennan  scholar. 

He  commenced  his  railroad  experience  in  the 
employ  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company,  as 
a  brakeman  on  a  freight  train.  His  next  posi- 
tion was  on  a  passenger  train,  where  he  soon 
attracted  special  attention  for  his  efficient  service 
in  connection  with  crowded  passenger  trains.  His 
service  on  the  Wading  River  and  Xlineola  trains 
was  particularly  effective,  eliciting  high  com- 
mendations from  the  leading  journals  of  New 
Y'ork.  For  a  time  afterward  he  was  passenger 
director  for  eastern  New  York  and  in  1898  was 
appointed  to  the  position  of  chief  doorman  and 
announcer  at  the  Long  Island  depot.  In  this 
capacity,  Mr.  Kuss  is  unquestionably  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  Intelligent  and  well- 
eflucated,  he  also  possesses  an  unusually  resonant 
voice.  His  voice  has  a  carrying  power  of  a  mile, 
it  is  claimed,  and  this  quality  of  resonance,  added 
to  his  habit  of  plain  articulation,  enables  him  to 
bold  his  ])osition  with  great  success.     He  is  con- 


sidered the  l>est  announcer  in  Greater  New  York, 
and  is  a  public  speaker  of  no  mean  ability.  He 
is  strikingly  genial  in  manner  and  it  was  this 
characteristic  which  lead  Louise  Forsslund  to 
make  him  the  chief  personage  in  one  of  the  most 
interesting  cha|>ters  of  her  popular  novel,  *'Ship 
of  Dreams." 

(iKORGK  H.  CLARKE. 

( ie:)rge  If.  Clarke,  superintendent  of  the  Long 
Island  Express  Company,  was  bom  in  Lewiston,. 
Elaine,  but  v.hen  (juite  young  removed  to  Provi- 
dence. Rhode  Island,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  educated  in  the  citv  schools  of  Provi- 
deuce  and  made  his  first  business  venture  in  the 
em])loyment  of  the  Adams  Express  Company. 
He  remained  in  the  office  of  this  Company  at 
IVovidence  from  18^)8  to  1878,  steadily  rising 
through  various  grades  until  in  1878  he  was 
a])])<)intecl  cashier  of  the  Boston  office,  the  duties 
of  which  he  filled  with  such  marked  fidelitvand 
ca])acity  that  in  i8c)3  he  was  appointed  to  his 
]irfsent  i^osiiion  as  su]H*rinendent  of  the  Long 
Island  Ex])ress  Com])any. 

Mr.  Clarke's  success  and  rise  to  his  present 
official  prominence  is  the  result  of  a  lifelong, 
faithful  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  employers, 
to  an  unremitting  study  of  the  details  of  the  busi- 
ness and  untiring  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty.  The  advice  and  counsel  of  Austiit 
Corbin,  with  whom  he  early  became  acquainted, 
also  proved  invaluable  in  inspiring  his  faithful- 
ness and  application  in  business  and  in  opening 
opportunities  when  he  became  qualified  to  take 
them.  Mr.  Clarke  is  a  man  of  winsome  person- 
ality and  eminently  (pialified  both  by  natural  en- 
dowments and  acquired  attainments  to  fill  the 
responsible  position  he  now  holds. 

HENRY  L.  DES  ANCJES. 

Henry  L.  Des  Anges,  Superintendent  of 
Floating  Efiuipment  in  the  service  of  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Com])any,  was  born  in  Trenton, 
New  Jersey.  He  was  educated  in  Freehold 
Institute,   Freehold,   New  Jersey,  supplementing 
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his  education  by  afterward  attending  night  school 
on  T3th  Street,  New  York  city,  and  by  a  course 
of  study  at  Cooper  Union. 

Mr.  Des  Anges  took  his  first  business  position 
in  the  shops  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  an  apprentice.  He  spent 
several  years  there,  learning  the  details  of  the 
shop  work,  and  was  subsequently  transferred  to 
the  draughting  department.  Shortly  after,  a 
position  in  South  America  being  offered  him,  he 
went  there,  became  connected  with  the  Orova 
Railroad  at  Lima,  Peru,  and  remained  there  for 
two  and  a  half  years.  In  1889,  he  returned  from 
South  America,  re-entered  the  service  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
Draughting  Department  at  the  Hoboken  Shops. 
In  May,  1900,  he  was  appointed  to  his  present 
position,  that  of  superintendent  of  the  Floating 
Equipment  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad.  This 
company  operates  seven  ferry  boats;  two 
running  to  James  Slip,  four  to  Thirty-fourth 
Street,  New  York,  and  two  steamers,  the  Nassau 
and  the  Sagamore  in  the  Annex  Service  running 
to  Wall  Street.  These  vessels  accommodate 
largely  the  bankers  and  brokers  of  the  banking 
district  of  New  York.  Resides  the  ferry-boats, 
the  com])any  has  charge  of  the  River  and  Harbor 
Transportation  Company,  which  transfer  the 
cars  from  Jersey  City  to  Long  Island  City.  The 
position  which  Mr.  Des  Anges  holds  is  one  in 
which  his  competency  has  been  thoroughly  tested, 
and  which  he  fills  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  to 
the  company  and  to  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
business  contact. 

EDWARD  K.  MORRIS. 

Edward  K.  Morris,  superintendent  of  the 
\tlantic  division  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad, 
was  born  near  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  of  that  city.  His 
parents  were  Lemuel  and  Julia  (Himt)  Morris, 
both  descended  from  old  Maryland  families. 
Electing  railroad  service  as  a  life  business,  he 
accepted  in  1863  the  position  of  fireman  of  the 
Northern  Central  Railroad,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years.     In  1865,  believing  that  he  would 


find  wider  opportunity  for  advancement,  h 
gaged  with  the  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Rai 
as  brakeman  under  Frank  Thompson, 
superintendent  of  the  eastern  division.  He 
tinned  with  this  company  until  1876,  beu 
turn  brakeman,  baggage  niaster  and  condi 
when  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Long  I 
Railroad  in  the  capacity  of  conductor, 
served  here  until  1883,  was  division  agent 
year,  and  was  then  appointed  to  fill  his  pi 
position  of  superintendent  of  the  At! 
division.  Mr.  Morris's  railroad  experienct 
been  one  of  steady  progress.  He  has  mad 
interests  of  the  companies  and  of  the  publi 
own,  and  has  risen  to  his  present  position  thr 
steady  and  faithful  service. 

WILLIAM  F.  POTTER. 

William  F.  Potter,  General  Superintende 
the  Long  Island  Railroad,  was  bom   in   X 
Oneida  County,   New  York,   October  25, 
He  w-as  educated  at  the  Highland  Military 
tute  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  soon 
leaving  school  entered  upon    a  business    cj 
taking  his  first  position  in  1875.     ^"  Octob 
that  year  he  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
and  Pere  Marquette  Railroad  and.  display! 
natural   aptitude  for  the   railroad  business 
continued   in     it  to    the    present    time. 
October,  1875.  to    October,  1876,  he    serve 
clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office.     His  position  1 
changed  from  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  office  to 
in    the  Treasurer's    office,    he  .  served    in 
capacity  from  October,  1876,  to  September, 
He  was  next  appointed  conductor  of  a  pass< 
train,   which   ])osition   he  held   until   Novel 
1879,  when  he  was  made  De]>ot  Master  at 
Saginaw,   Michigan.     He  remained    there 
June,   1881,  at  which  time  he  was  advance 
the  position  of  Suj)erintendent  of    the    Ea 
Division.     July    3,    1884,  he    became    Assi 
Superintendent     and     August     10,     189 1, 
appointed    (iencral    Superintendent,    a    poj 
which    he    ^\\i:x\    until    January    i,     1897. 
Potter's   record   with   the    Flint   and    Pere 
quette     Railroad     Company     demonstrated 
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ability  and  fitness  for  his  chosen  calling.  Marked 
bv  oontinual  advancement  and  success,  he  has 
risen,  as  a  result  of  his  fidelity,  to  a  position  of 
horior  and  trust.  On  January  i,  1897,  he  left 
the  employ  of  the  Flint  and  Pere  Marquette  Rail- 
road, and  accepted  the  position  of  General 
Siiporintendent  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
CoiTipany,  a  position  which  he  has  since 
acceptably  filled. 

OLIVER  :\IORSE  DEWING,  Af.  D. 

Oliver  M.  Dewing  was  born  on  July  18.  1862, 
in  the  town  of  Westminster,  Windham  county, 
Connecticut.  He  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and 
Eunice  (Williams)  Dewing,  his  father  being  one 
of  the  County's  prosperous  farmers.  Dr.  Dew- 
'"^  comes  of  a  long  line  of  American  ancestors. 
^oth  his  parents  w^re  of  English  descent.  As 
^'"ly  as  the  Seventeenth  Century,  during  the  first 
^poch  of  our  American  history,  the  founders  of 
'^^^  family  in  this  country  settled  in  the  neighbor- 
"^>ocl  of  Boston.  Massachusetts,  from  whence, 
curing  the  early  part  of  the  Eighteenth  Century, 
"ley  migrated  to  Connecticut. 

Doctor    Dewing's  rudimentary    studies    were 

^*^>1  lowed  in  the  school  of  his  native  town.    Very 

^s^rly    in  his   career,    however,    his    ]^rogressive 

spirit  made  him  seek  a  wnder  and  more  extensive 

•^^Icl    of  knowledge.    \Mien    seventeen   years   of 

^^*^  he  left  the  paternal  roof  to  visit  California, 

^^here  he  spent  two  years.     Retuming  East  the 

'  <^Ung  man  entered  Williston  Seminary,  remain- 

^R  there  for  one  year.     It  had  long  been  young 

^Wing's  ambition  to  enter  the  medical  profes- 

*^n,  and  with  this  object  in  view  he  commenced 

^   preliminary  course    of    study    under    private 

*^^telage,  which  he  followed  for  two  years,  enter- 

^^^  Columbia   College  Department  of  Medicine 

^^  October,  1884,  from  which  he  was  graduated 

^^  May,  1887.     He  at  once  established  an  office 

^^  Xew  York  city,  where  he  continued  in  private 

practice  until  May,   1889.     His  peculiar  profes- 

Clonal  qualifications  soon  attracted  the  attention 

0^  those  in  authority,  however,  and  at  this  time 

"C  was  made  Assistant   Phvsician   in  the   Xew 


York  City  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  at  Ward's 
Island,  in  w-hich  position  he  remained  only  until 
December,  1889,  when  he  accepted  a  similar 
position  in  the  Kings  County  Insane  Asylum  at 
Kings  Park.  He  became  Physician  in  Charge  of 
that  Institution  on  January  i,  1893,  and  in  Janu- 
ary, 1894,  was  appointed  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  same  Asylum.  On  October  i,  1895,  he 
accepted  the  appointment  of  Medical  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Long  Island  State  Hospital, 
located  at  Kings  Park.  He  was  appointed 
( lenoral  Superintendent  of  the  Long  Island  State 
Hosi)itals  at  Brooklyn  and  Kings  Park  September 
3,  1897,  but  was  legislated  out  of  office  in  April, 
1900.  His  immediate  appointment  followed, 
however,  as  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
fonner  institution  at  Kings  Park,  which  honor- 
able position  he  still  occupies. 

No  calling  affords  its  followers  so  wide  a 
field  for  usefulness  to  hiunanity  as  the  medical 
profession,  and  (luring  his  years  of  active  service 
in  the  alleviation  of  human  suffering.  Dr.  Dewing 
has  fully  exemplified  this  truth.  Hundreds  are 
today  enjoying  life  and  health  through  his  skill- 
ful ministrations,  and  in  his  long  hospital 
experience  he  has  had  am]>le  opportunity  to  prove 
indeed  ''a  friend  in  need,"  to  those  who  thought 
themselves  utterly  deserted  by  mankind. 

Dr.  Dewing  has  never  been  actively  interested 
in  politics,  except  as  a  good  citizen,  using  his 
individual  privilege  in  advocating  such  measures 
as,  in  his  best  judgment,  would  most  substantially 
redound  to  the  public  welfare.  Since  his  connec- 
tion with  the  Long  Island  State  Hospital  his  time 
and  energies  have  been  given  up  almost  ex- 
clusively to  his  work.  Medical  and  scientific 
research  have  been  conspicious  elements  in  his 
life,  which  has  been  spent  in  conscientious  study 
of  those  problems  most  certainly  calculated  to 
advance  the  i)rofession  of  which  he  is  so  honored 
a  member. 

Dr.  Dewing  was  married  August  27,  1885,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sereno  Edward  and 
Sophia  Phoebe  ( l>ottsfor(l)  Ogden,  residents  of 
Wilton,  Connecticut.  Three  children  have  been 
born  to  them,    namelv :    Edward    Oc^den,    born 
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April  19,  1887:  Eunice,  born  June  3,  1888,  and 
Dorothy,  born  October  28,  1896,  all  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Dr.  Dewing  and  family  are 
attendants  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

HOWARD  M.  SMITH. 

Howard  M.  Smith,  General  Passenger  Agent 
of  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  whose  entire  life 
has  been  spent  in  railroad  service,  was  born  in 
Lakeville,  New  York.  Seeking  a  business  career, 
he  found  employment,  in  1869.  with  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Company,  as  clerk  in  a  local 
freight  office.  His  career  from  the  start  became 
identified  with  the  interests  of  the  Company. 
Applying  himself  closely  and  concentrating  all 
his  efforts  undividedly  upon  his  calling,  he 
qualified  himself  for  the  promotions  which  the 
opportunities  of  his  employment  afforded.  In 
1870  he  was  made  local  freight  agent,  in  1879  he 
became  general  freight  agent ;  in  September. 
i88t.  chief  clerk  of  the  Traffic  Department;  in 
1887,  assistant  traffic  manager;  in  1888,  traffic 
manager;  and  January  15,  1901,  he  was 
appointed  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Rail- 
road Company,  his  present  position.  These 
steadily  advancing  and  successive  promotions 
cover  a  period  of  thirty-three  years,  during  which 
!Mr.  Smith  has  given  the  strength  and  acciuired 
ability  of  his  entire  life  to  the  service.  Though 
still,  comparatively,  a  young  man,  he  enjoys  the 
singular  distinction  of  being  a  veteran  railroad 
man.  While  his  career  has  been  one  of  uninter- 
rupted success,  it  has  involved  a  fidelity  and  con- 
centration of  purpose,  a  clear  foresight  of  the 
advantages  of  doing  every  detail  of  work  well,  of 
identifying  service  with  the  interests  of  the 
employer,  that  have  fairly  earned  his  accession 
to  his  present  ])rominent  official  ])psition. 

WILLIAM   IlKXRY  JACKSON. 

The  Jackson  family  of  Lonq:  Island  is  num- 
bered among  the  earliest  of  the  En.q;lish  emigrants. 
The  first  who  came  to  America  settled  on  the  Con- 
necticut shore,  and  came  to  Long  Island  aboui 
1643.     ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  settle  in  Hempstead  were  Rob- 


ert and  Agnes  Jackson,  and  the  former  named 
disposed  of  his  property  by  will  May  25,  1683. 
From  these  parents  descended  General  Jacob  S. 
Jackson,  whose  house  (now  the  residence  of  Will- 
iam H.  Jackson),  in  the  present  vilage  of  Wan- 
tagh,  town  of  Hempstead,  was  fired  upon  from  a 
British  war  ship  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  bore  the  marks  of  the  cannon  ball  until  they 
were  effaced  by  the  elements.  General  Jackson 
was  taken  prisoner  and  conveyed  to  New  Jer- 
sey. From  John,  brother  of  General  Jackson,  the 
lineal  descent  was  through  Parmenus,  Parmenus 
(2),  to  Thomas  B.  Jackson. 

Thomas  B.  Jackson  was  bom  in  Jerusalem, 
Long  Island,  in  the  paternal  residence,  where  his 
grandfather,  Parmenus  Jackson,  was  murdered 
during  the  Revolutionary  w-ar.  In  1835  he  re- 
moved to  Newtown,  and  located  at  Fish's  Point ; 
for  nearly  half  a  century  he  owned  and  used  the 
old  grist  mill  which  had  been  held  by  the  Fish 
familv  for  about  one  hundred  vears.  He  w^as  a 
man  of  strong  character,  and  a  remarkably  useful 
man  in  public  concerns.  He  held  various  posi- 
tions during  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  never 
sutTered  defeat  in  an  election ;  he  was  twice  judge, 
a  member  of  the  assembly  from  1833  to  1837, 
and  a  member  of  congress  until  1841,  contempo- 
raneous with  Webster,  Clav  and  Calhoun,  the 
triumvirate  of  great  statesmen.  He  married 
^laria  Coles,  daughter  of  Jarvis  Coles,  whose  fam- 
ily was  noted  for  extreme  longevity,  its  members 
averaging  more  than  ninety  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Jackson  himself  reached  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  April  23. 
t88i.  His  children  were  Andrew,  a  resident  of 
New  York,  and  William  Henrv. 

William  Henry  Jackson  was  born  August  5, 
1830,  c)n  the  family  homestead  at  Jerusalem,  Long 
Island,  which  was  the  scene  of  manv  historic 
events,  two  of  which  have  been  narrated.  He  was 
educated  at  Xcwtown  in  an  excellent  school, 
where  he  not.  otily  acquired  a  liberal  store  of 
knowledge,  bnt  also  formed  a  taste  for  gener^ 
literature,  which  enabled  him  in  later  years  to 
add  larj:,^(*ly  to  his  attainments.  When  twenty 
years  of  ai^e  he  and  his  brother,  Andrew,  o])ened 
a  s;enera!  store  at  Astoria.     In  1855  they  sold  the 
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siorc  and  embarked  in  a  coal  and  wood  business 
^n  the  same  place,  and  shortly  afterward  they  be- 
came real  estate  agents  also.  The  partnership 
was  maintained  for  twentv-five  vears,  when  Will- 
iani  H.  Jackson  retired  to  the  pleasant  rest  fulness 
of  his  home  in  what  is  now  known  as  the  village 
of  Wantagh,  where  he  spends  his  summers.  He 
end  his  wife  spend  the  winters  in  Florida.  Dur- 
ing his  long  and  busy  life  he  was  successful  in 
his  undertakings,  and  accumulated  a  handsome 
competency.  At  the  same  time  his  sympathy  and 
assistance  have  been  freely  employed  in  various 
chaimels  of  usefulness  in  the  communitv  and  he 
has  borne  a  full  share  in  all  public  enterprise 
ati<l  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  edu- 
cational and  religious  institutions.  He  is  highly 
regarded  fof  his  excellent  personal  traits,  and  is 
iield  in  honor  bv  the  few  of  his  former  friends  who 
survive,  and  the  younger  generations  that  have 
Ijecn   born  and  have  grown  up  about  him. 

Mr.  Jackson  has  been  twice  married.  His 
nrst  wife  was  Elizabeth  Jones,  daughter  of  J. 
S.  Jones.  She  died  in  1882,  and  on  May  26,  1889, 
he  married  her  sister,  Mary  J.  Jones. 

KYRAN   T.  FARRELL. 

The  well  known  bearer  of  this  name,  now 
ileceased.  was  a  character  deserving  of  much 
more  than  a  mere  passing  notice.  It  is  fitting 
tli^t  Ills  achievem'^ntn  during  his  comparatively 
short  life  should  be  dulv  recorded  in  the  memoirs 
of  his  locality  and  that  fitting  tribute  should  be 
paid  to  his  many  excellent  i)ersonal  qualities  as 
well  as  those  practical  charities  which  he  never 
overlooked  during  his  busy  career.  Had  his  life 
been  prolonged  there  was  reason  to  conclude  from 
that  which  had  gone  before  that  luore  marked 
rh'stinction  awaited  this  warm-hearted,  indus- 
trir)us  and  energetic  son  of  the  soil  who  devoted 
so  much  of  b<jth  time  and  means  in  an  imselfish 
effort  to  assist  others.  Kyran  J.  I^^arrell  was 
born  at  Waterbtirv,  Connecticut.  December  26, 
i86r,  and  was  a  son  of  Patrick  Farrell,  for  years 
an  extensive  contractor  in  that  part  of  the  state. 
In  vouth  he  was  given  a  superficial  education  in 
♦he   common  schools,  and  then    taken  into    his 


.  father's  office  to  learn  the  building  trades.  After 
properly  equipping  himself  he  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  business  until  he  came  to 
Brooklyn  ten  years  ago.  His  principal  employ- 
ment after  arriving  in  New  York  was  as  a  con- 
tractor for  the  construction  of  pavements  and 
equipment  of  buildings  with  copings  and  other 
ornaments  made  of  artificial  stone,  the  art  of 
working  which  Mr.  Farrell  had  acquired  as  a 
trade.  He  resided  in  the  seventh  assembly  dis- 
trict of  Brooklyn,  in  which  locality  he  had  done 
considerable  work  for  the  city  as  well  as  for 
Walter  L.  Johnson  in  developing  the  noted 
suburban  resort  known  as  Dyker  Heights.  His 
contracts  during  this  period  annually  aggregated 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  quality  of 
his  workmanship  was  such  as  to  g^ve  him  high 
reputation  in  that  special  line  of  the  builders' 
trades. 

Aside  from  business  Mr.  Farrell's  activities 
divided  themselves  into  those  devoted  to  religion 
and  an  ecjual  time  given  to  political  aflFairs.  He 
had  a  i)assion  in  both  directions,  and  his  friends 
think  that  he  exhibited  a  remarkable  talent  for 
political  organization  and  management.  He  was 
conspicuous  by  his  association  with  Luke  D. 
Stapleton,  late  assistant  corporation  counsel, 
between  whom  and  himself  there  existed  a  verv 
warm  friendshi]),  and  they  co-operated  effectively 
to  advance  the  interests  of  their  party.  Mr. 
I-'arrell  was  elected  president  of  the  Bay  Ridge 
Democratic  Club,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  a  leading  spirit.  He  was  also 
intluential  in  the  recent  movement  to  bring  about 
an  investigation  by  the  Democratic  general  com- 
mittee of  Kings  county  into  the  methods  pursued 
by  William  A.  Doyle,  the  executive  leader,  in  his 
distribution  of  patronage  in  that  district.  Sy 
the  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Farrell,  which  occurred 
while  it  was  in  progress,  this  investigation  lost 
the  most  potent  agent  for  its  successful  prosecu- 
tion. Mr.  Ferrell  was  a  man  of  deep  religious 
convictions  and  an  exponent  of  practical 
Christianity,  as  displayed  in  the  doing  of  good 
deeds,  the  dispensation  of  charities  and  the 
assistance  of  his  neighbors  in  the  true  spirit  of 
the  (jood  Samaritan.    He  was  one  of  the  founders 
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of  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Peq^etiial  Help, 
of  the  Redemption i St  Fathers,  and  he  and  family 
were  among  its  first  memhers.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  L'shers  Society,  a  member  of  the 
Emerald  Association,  St.  Patrick's  Society  and 
Sheriden's  Council,  Knights  of  Columbus,  all 
religious  or  semi-religious  organizations.  Nor 
did  he  neglect  civic  duties  of  another  kind  when 
called  on  in  his  capacity  as  a  citizen  to  aid  the 
executive  or  administrative  functions  of  govern- 
ment. In  this  spirit  he  became  a  member  of  the 
National  (luard  while  living  in  Connecticut,  and 
accepted  a  commission  as  first  lieutenant  of 
Company  G  in  the  regiment  to  which  he  belonged. 
Mr.  Fairrell  married  Julia  (\,  daughter  of 
Patrick  Dowd,  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  the 
three  children  resulting  fn^m  this  union  are 
Joseph,  Mary  and  Kyran  J.  Though  he  lost 
heavily  by  the  failure  of  Walter  L.  Johnson,  he 
left  sufficient  property  at  the  time  of  his  death 
to  place  his  family  in  comfortal)le  circumstances. 
Only  a  word  or  two  seems  necessary  in  con- 
clusion. The  leading  characteristic  of  this 
interesting  man  was  undoubtedly  his  skill  in 
handling  men,  which  involved  a  rare  diplomacy 
in  his  dealings  with  those  associated  with  him 
in  the  large  affairs  of  life.  Added  to  this  was 
untiring  industry;  guided  by  executive  skill  of  a 
high  order.  His  personality,  too,  was  in  his 
favor,  as  he  was  a  man  of  ])ortly  build  and  com- 
manding presence,  which,  with  pleasing  address 
and  genial  manners,  gave  him  ready  admittance 
into  the  best  social  circles.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
say  that  he  had  many  friends  and  practically  no 
enemies,  as  the  animosities  aroused  by  politics 
were  of  a  fleeing  nature  and  unavoidable  by  such 
positive  characters  as  Kyran  J.  Farrell. 

TIIEODORK  H.  DOERSCHER. 

r 

Of  the  ncigli])oring  state  of  New  Jersey  T. 
H.  noorsclur  is  a  -  native,  his.  birth  having 
occurred  in  Carlsiadl.  where  his  childhood  and 
youth  w«'rt'  ])a<siNl  and  wIktc  he  nia^tcrrd  the 
roiiininii  luiL^lish  ])ranc]K-s  of  learning  in  the 
])ublic  schools.  As  a  ])rL'|)arati(»n  fi^r  earning  a 
livelil'irjod    JK'   learned    the    trade    of    engraving 


watch  cases,  but  subsequently  decided  to  learn 
the  machinist's  trade  and  for  this  purpose  entered 
the  shops  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company  in  1883. 
There  he  remained  for  fifteen  vears  and  as  he 
demonstrated  his  capability  and  trustworthiness 
was  promoted  from  one  position  to  another  until 
he  became  foreman  of  the  roundhouse,  in  which 
capacity  he  was  serving  when  he  resigned  to 
enter  the  service  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Company.  P>y  this  coq>oration  he  was  made 
foreman  of  the  machine  shops  in  January,  1901. 
and  is  now  acting  in  that  capacity.  He  is  an 
excellent  mechanic  and  holds  an  important 
position.  His  life  has  been  quietly  passed,  being 
devoted  largely  to  his  business  duties,  and  in  the 
shops  where  he  has  worked  he  has  enjoyed  the 
confidence  of  those  bv  whom  he  has  been 
eniploved  as  well  as  the  warm  friendship  and 
regard  of  his  fellow  workmen. 

JAMES  S.  REMSEN. 

James  S.  Reinsen,  familiarly  known  as  "L'ncle 
Jim,"  the  founder  of  Rockaway  Beach,  Long  Isl- 
and, was  lx)rn  at  Queens,  Long  Island,  then  called 
F)rushvil!e,  in  181 1.  He  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town;  and  after 
com])leting  his  studies  determined  to  learn  a  trade, 
but  not  liknig  the  confinement  of  a  shop  left  this 
occuj)ation  and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  for  some 
time.  He  subsequently  purchased  the  Jamaica 
Hotel  property  from  John  Hunter,  and  it  became 
the  most  popular  house  on  the  road.  He  then 
conducted  a  livery  and  stage  business,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  Mr.  Remsen,  in  partnership  with  ^Ir. 
Conklin,  ran  a  line  of  stages  to  Far  Rockaway, 
liie  only  watering  place  then  along  the  south  side 
of  the  island.  Mr.  Remsen  was  a  very  energetic 
man  and  a  good  judge  of  horse  flesh :  as  the  in- 
come from  his  stage  business  mcreased,  from  time 
to  time  he  made  extensive  improvements  in  and 
rilMUit  his  hotel,  so  that  the  property  yieldetl  him  a 
goodlv  revenue,  and  in  iiS54,  when  the  beach  was 
Ixing  sold  under  judgment  by  Hon.  Morris  Fos- 
(liek.  at  lenninj^s  Corner,  near  Far  Rockawav. 
l\lr.  Ren^sen  purchased  it  for  the  small  sum  of 
live  hundred  and  t went v-five  dollars  and  sixteen 
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cents.  Ihc  beach  at  that  time  was  a  narrow  neck 
of  land  with  but  two  houses  ujwn  it,  but  Mr.  Rcm- 
^.en.  Willi  his  keen  foresight,  saw  that  there  was  a 
future  for  the  place,  and  so  he  improved  his  prop- 
erty there.  He  deeded  a  large  tract  now  known 
as  Rockaway  Park  to  De  Witt  C.  Littlejohn  to 
cstabl'sh  a  steamboat  line  across  the  bay  to  Canar- 
>ic,  and  a  railroad  to  East  New  York,  which  was 
the  first  successful  route  to  the  beach.  After  this 
:hc  proi>erl\  increased  in  vahie.  and  in  1875  ^'^^ 
sold  out  half  his  interest  to  William  Wainwriglit, 
u  hrj  cc.nducled  the  Sea  Side  House  and  the  niam- 
moth  bathing  establishment  at  Rockaway. 

Politically  Mr.  Remsen  was  a  Whig,  later  join- 
ing the  Democratic  party,  but  never  sought  (^r 
lieid  'Dffice,  and  has  entertained  at  his  hotel  some 
01  the  most  prominent  politicians  of  both  parlies. 

Afr.  Remsen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mar\  Seaman,  of  Hempstead,  Long  Island.  Ten 
chikhen  were  born  to  them,  but  John  A.  Remsen 
jLiid  Sarah,  wife  of  John  Tator,  are  the  only  sur- 
vivors. Mrs.  Remsen  died  in  1872,  and  Mr.  Rem- 
sen passed  away  on  August  21st,  1887. 

JOHN  A.  REMSEN. 

Tohn  A.  Remsen  is  a  descendant  of  a  familv 
r.iiat  came  from  Holland  to  this  country  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  years  ago.  He  was 
bom  in  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  a  son  of  James  S. 
and  Mary  (Seaman)  Remsen.  John  A.  Remsen 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his 
studie*^.  assisted  his  father  in  the  management  of 
his  hotel,  later  being  taken  in  as  a  partner,  and 
upon  the  death  of  his  father,  James  S.  Remsen, 
which  occurred  in  1887,  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  William  Wainwright,  who  was  the  part- 
ner of  the  elder  Mr.  Remsen. 

^Ir.  Remsen's  time  is  fully  occupied  by  look- 
ing after  the  many  interests  of  what  is  known  as 
the  Sea  Side  Property,  where  is  located  the  ])rin- 
cipal  sources  of  amusement  and  entertainment  at 
Rr>cka\v?y  Keach.  Mr.  Remsen  is  an  attendant 
of  the  Episcopal  church,  but  is  liberally  (lis])nsed 
t<»\var<I  churches  of  all  denominations.    Mr.  Rem- 


sen was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Josephine  Cur- 
tis, daughter  of  Sherifl:*  Joseph  Curtis,  of  Hemp- 
stead, Long  Island. 

ELUERT  J.  DECKER,  D.  V.  S. 


This  name,  associated  with  Long  Island, 
naturally  recalls  the  fact  that  New  York  was  first 
discovered  and  settled  by  the  Dutch.  Though 
their  ])ossessions  were  subsequently  taken  away 
from  iheni  the  people  remained,  and  to  this  day 
the  great  families  and  many  of  the  most  noted 
names  of  the  I:'ni])ire  state  are  of  Dutch  origin, 
dating  back  to  the  days  of  Wouter  \'an  Twiller, 
Peter  Stuvvesant,  "William  the  Testv"  and  other 
worthies  known  as  Knickerbockers.  Among  the 
nanie-^  that  lingered  along  the  shores  and  on  the 
islands  first  discovere<l  bv  IJendrick  Hudson  in 
his  good  shij)  "The  Half  Moon,'*  none  is  now 
better  known  an<l  few  go  farther  back  into  the 
twilight  of  history  than  that  of  Decker.  It  has 
iK^longed  to  many  noted  people,  and  for  genera- 
tions has  been  a  svnonvm  for  industrv,  steadv 
habits  and  j)atriotic  citizenship.  For  the  purposes 
of  this  sketch  it  is  not  necessarv  to  unfold  the 
entire  genealogical  tree,  but  it  is  appropriate  to 
mention  that  one  of  the  ancestors,  born  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  lost  his  life  in 
battle  while  fighting  to  maintain  the  principles 
of  "free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  against  British 
aggression.  This  veteran  warrior  left  a  son, 
Stephen  L.  Decker,  who  was  born  in  New^  York 
city  in  18a).  He  first  became  a  farmer,  and 
later  made  a  livelihood  by  supplying  milk  and 
meat  to  the  people  of  Brooklyn.  Lucas  E. 
Decker,  son  of  the  last  mentioned,  was  bom  in 
l^edford  avenue,  I>rooklvn,  and  later  removed  to 
Springfield,  where  he  bought  the  old  Corner 
Hotel  and  store  building,  and  in  time  established 
a  thriving  business.  He  became  a  man  of  promi- 
nence and  infiuence  in  the  community,  served  a 
considerable  time  as  trustee  of  the  town  of 
Jamaica,  and  stood  high  in  Masonic  circles.  He 
married  Abigail  C.  daughter  of  John  Nostrand, 
and  bv  this  union  had  three  children :  Lucas  E.. 
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Smith  N.,  and  Elbert  J.,  but  it  is  chiefly  with  the 
last  named  that  this  sketch  has  to  deal. 

Elbert  J.  Decker,    youngest    of  his    father's 
three  sons,  was  horn  at  Springfield,  Long  Island, 
October  14,  1864,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  local  public  schools,  supplemented  by  a  term 
at  the  collegiate  establishments  of  E.  Vienot,  in 
Jamaica.     Subsequently     he     rounded     out     his 
academic  training    by  completing    a    course    in 
Bryan    &    Stratton's     Business    College,     after 
which  he  lost  no    time  in    entering    upon    the 
serious  affairs  of  life.     At  the  age  of  nineteen 
he  found    emi)loyment    in  a    wholesale    grocery 
store  of  New  York  city,  and  meanwhile  began 
the  study  of  veterinary  surgery  and  medicine  un- 
der the  preceptorship  of  his  uncle,  Elbert  Nos- 
trand,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  old  Columbia 
College.  This  private  instruction  was  followed  by 
a  regular  course  in  the  American  Veterinary  Col- 
lege, of  New  York,  which,  aided  by  his  former 
studies,  he  comi)leted  in  two  years  and  was  grad- 
uated with  honors.     After  leaving  college   Dr. 
Decker  practiced  for  some  time  in  his  native  town, 
and  then  took  up  his  residence  permanently  at  Far 
Rockaway.     He  first  kept  an  office  at  the  livery 
stable  of  W  ynn  Brothers,  but  later  built  a  struc- 
ture of  his  own  contriving,  which  was  especially 
a(la])ted  to  the  needs  of  his  profession.     Thor- 
oughly understanding  his  business  and  feeling  a 
sincere  enthusiasm  in  his  work.  Dr.  Decker  has 
reaped  a  success  which  is  as  pronounced  as  it  is  ' 
deserved,  and  his  j)ractice  is  constantly  widening 
in  scope  and  importance.     In  this  age  veterinary 
surgery  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  important 
of  the  professions  and  just  as  necessary  as  any  de- 
])artment  of  medical  science.     It  is  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  Dr.  Decker,  by  his  skillful  treat- 
ment, has  saved  the  animal  owners  of  his  county 
man\   thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  property  in 
valua])Ie  horses,  cattle  and  dogs.   While  ecjually 
important  as  otiier  branches  of  medical  practice, 
veterinary  surgery  is  in  some  res])ects  even  more 
difiicult  and  re-'iuires  greater  skill.    As  Dr.  Decker 
well  says  in  this  connection,  the  animal   cannot 
speak  and  tell  his  troubles  as  man  can  do,  and  thus 
correct  (Hagnosis  of  cases  is  renderecl  much  more 
difirtciilt. 


On  the  20th  of  November,  1895,  Dr.  Decker 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  R.  Ciood- 
man.  a  refined  lady  of  South  Orange,  New  Jer- 
sey, and  their  household  has  been  brightened  by 
the  advent  of  two  children :  Dorothv  Helen  and 
Donald  Elbert.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
First  Presbvterian  church  at  Far  Rockawav,  in 
which  the  Doctor  is  a  trustee.  His  fraternal  con- 
nections are  with  Olympia  Lodge,  No.  808,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  in  which  he  holds  the  position  of  chaplain, 
and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  In  politics  the  Doctor's 
tendencies  are  to  be  decidedly  independent  and 
not  to  adhere  too  closely  to  party  merely  for  the 
sake  of  regularity.  Aside  from  his  practice  he  is 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  S.  N.  Decker,  at  Syosset, 
Long  Island.  At  one  time  he  was  the  veterinary 
physician  for  the  Far  Rockaway  district  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  filled  this  position  in  a 
manner  entirely  satisfactory^  to  all  concerned.  Al- 
together he  is  a  very  useful  man  in  the  community, 
and  fully  deserves  the  popularity  and  prosperity 
that  have  come  to  him  as  the  result  of  his  humane 
calling. 

HENRY  A.  FRANCE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  France,  of  Far  Rockaway,  has 
lived  a  life  of  unusual  usefulness,  not  only  in  his 
]-)rofession,  but  as  a  soldier  in  the  dreadful  years 
of  civil  war  and,  subse(iuently,  in  times  of  peace, 
as  a  model  citizen,  promoting  all  those  interests 
which  make  lor  the  good  of  society,  more  par- 
ticularly m  educational  affairs.  Past  the  merid- 
ian of  life,  he  retains  his  former  mental  and  physi- 
cal vigor,  and  continues  to  give  his  effort  to  the 
good  of  his  fellows. 

The  France  family  is  of  German  origin,  and 
the  original  form  of  their  name  was  Franz.  Of 
the  line  which  came  to  the  United  States  was 
Jacob  France,  born  in  Scoharie  county,  who  re- 
moved to  Herkimer  countv,  where  he  tilled  a 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  his  seven- 
tv-sixth  vear.      His  wife  was  Lucv  Robinson,  of 

•  •  • 

English  extraction,  a  native  of  Scoharie  county, 
who  died  in  her  fifty-sixth  year.  To  them  were 
born  the  following  children :     Theodore  W.,  who 


md^LM-e^Mh^ 


HISTORY   OF  LONG   ISLAND. 


81 


resides  in  San  Francisco:  Spencer  S.,  deceased; 
Henrv  A.,  of  Far  Rockawav,  New  York;  Marv 
Elfzabeth,  wife  of  Albert  Gay,  of  the  last  named 
place ;  and  Luther  G.,  a  resident  of  Napa,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Henry  A.  France,  the  third  child  in  the  family 
'jctore  named,  was  born  in  Herkimer  countv,  Xcw 
York.  December  24,  1S34.  His  boyhocxl  was 
passed  tipon  the  paternal  farm,  and  his  early  edu- 
cation was  acciuired  in  the  (Hstrict  schools  and 
under  his  father's  instruction.  1^'or  eight  years 
he  w«TS  eni^aged  in  school  teachinj^,  during  the 
same  time  pursuing  his  studies  privately,  supple- 
r.iented  with  a  course  in  I'airlield  Academy.  Hav- 
ip^  an  inclination  toward  medicine,  his  reading 
was  largely  on  lines  preparatory  thereto,  and  he 
subsequently  took  medical  instruction  uikIlt  the 
liitor'^hip  of  Dr.  S.  R.  Millington.  and  attended 
r  criurse  oi  lectures,  but  the  opening  of  the  Civil 
war  turned  him  awav  from  his  purpose. 

W  ith  i>atiioiic  enthusiasm  in  18(^)2  he  enliste<l 
in  Company  B.  First  Regiment,  Xew  York  \'<)1- 
iintecrs,  celebrated  in  history  as  Berdan's  Sliar])- 
shooters.  During  a  portion  of  his  term  of  service 
he  serv-ed  as  hospital  steward  and  as  assistant  sur- 
jreon,  po*^itions  fo^•  which  he  was  well  qualified  by 
reason  of  his  medical  studies,  and  which  conduced 
to  his  advantage,  affording  him  oj)j)ortunity  for 
observation  and  treatment  wiiich  were  invaiiinble 
to  him  in  after  life.  Xear  Frcderick^bnrg,  \'ir- 
ginia,  while  Miiieiing  with  typhoid  tVvci.  in  the 
winter  season,  he  was  oi^bgcd  to  sleq)  on  the 
j^TOiind  for  several  nights,  and  his  health  ^u{kTell 
to  such  H  degree,  while  liis  feet  were  also  badly 
frozen,  that  he  was  incapacitated  for  duty  and 
was  honorably  discharged. 

Ciradually  regaining  his  health  after  returning 

home,  lie  resumed  his  medical  studies,  and  in  186.4. 

was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Medical  College. 

The    following  year  he  entered  upon  practice  in 

his.  native  county,  which  he  carried  on  alone  for 

five  years,  and  for  three  years  following  was  a*^so- 

ciated  with  his  old  preceptor.      This  partner<^hip 

I^inc:  then  dissolved,  he  was  again  alone  until  his 

removal  from  the  county.     His  practice  extended 

over  a  large  scope  of  coimtry,  necessitating  very 


long  journey ings,  and  in  1886  he  removed  to 
Far  Rockaway,  as  affording  a  more  compact 
population.  He  has  there  remained  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  performing  useful  service  to  hundreds 
of  the  best  families  in  that  place  and  neighbor- 
hood. 

Dr.  France  has  alwavs  been  an  active  and  in- 
telligent  participant  in  ;ill  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  a  community,  more  particularly  in  edu- 
cational affairs.  Vox  twenty  years  he  was  a  school 
trustee,  and  was  elected  president  of  the  board  at 
a  time  when  a  rapidly  increasing  population  de- 
manded largely  increased  sch(X)l  facilities.  The 
necessities  of  the  occasion  awoke  his  most  livelv 
interest,  and  he  was  amr»ng  the  foremost  to  give 
active  effort  tov.ard  the  erection  of  a  commodious 
and  substantial  school  edifice.  To  this  end  he 
personally  \  i.sited  various  places  to  examine  school 
buildings  and  as  a  result  the  design;j  which  he 
recommended  were  adopted  with  very  slight  modi- 
fication. This  accomplished,  he  retired  from  of- 
ficial position,  retaining  his  interest  in  educational 
work,  howevtT,  and  supporting  every  movement 
in  that  connection.  In  former  vears  he  was  a 
member  of  the  ^^lethodist  church,  but  on  his  re- 
moval to  V?iX  Rockaway,  finding  there  no  body  .of 
his  denomination,  he  sckmi  became  a  communicant 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
|)ublican.  and  his  first  vote  was  cast  for  General 
John  C.  Fremont,  fir'^t  presidential  candidate  of 
the  ])arty.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  ( Mympia 
Lodge,  \o.  80S,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  holds  fraternal 
1  elation*^  with  Seaside  Lodge,  I.  O.  ^).  F.,  the  Or- 
der of  l-'oreslers  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen. 

Tn  early  manhood  Dr.  France  married  Betsy 
D.  Gilbert  (lung  deceased),  of  Xew  York,  and  to 
Ihem  was  born  one  child,  Lydia  Alice,  now  the 
wife  of  S.  S.  Prentice,  of  Vernon.  Oneida  county, 
>se\v  York.  He  stibseciuentlv  married  Ella  Alunn, 
of  Herkimer  cotmty  falso  deceased),  and  of  this 
r.iarriage  was  born  a  son,  Henrv  J.,  now  residing 
in  Far  Rockaway.  The  ])resent  wife  of  Dr. 
France  was  formerly  Miss  Jennie  Evans,  a  lady 
of  great  alniability  of  character,  and  their  home  is 
r-ne  of  liajjpiness  and  contentment. 
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DANIEL  WHITFORD. 

The  name  of  Daniel  Whitford  is  well  known  in 
legal  circles  in  New  York  city  for  he  is  a  member 
of  one  of  the  most  prominent  firms  of  the  me- 
tropolis. During  the  greater  part  of  the  year, 
however,  he  resides  in  Far  Rockaway,  where  he 
has  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in  this  part 
of  the  island,  and  here,  outside  of  business  circles, 
he  has  gained  many  friends  whose  regard  comes 
in  recognition  of  his  personal  worth,  aside  from 
his  ability  as  a  lawver, 

Mr.  Whitford  is  a  native  of  Fredonia,  New 
York,  and  in  his  youth  enjoyed  excellent  educa- 
tional privileges.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Buflfalo  and  in  1872 
came  to  New  York  city,  where  he  has  since  prac- 
ticed, steadily  advancing  to  a  commanding  posi- 
tion in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  fraternity.  He  be- 
gan the  work  for  which  the  years  of  study  had 
been  a  preparation,  becoming  a  member  of  the  bar 
when  sham  reputation  and  empty  pretense  were  of 
no  avail  in  forensic  combats. 

Mr.  Whitford  gave  his  political  support  to  the 
Democracy  until  1896,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  independent.  He  was,  however,  one  of  Gen- 
eral Grant's  legal  advisors  at  the  close  of  his  life. 
He  belongs  to  the  Lawyers  Ckib  and  a  number  of 
local  ckibs  of  a  social  nature  at  Far  Rockaway. 
Since  1886  he  has  spent  at  least  eight  months  out 
of  each  year  at  this  place.  He  went  to  Albany  and 
secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  changing  the  general 
law  for  the  incorporation  of  villages,  enabling 
Far  Rockaway  to  be  incorporated  and  served  as 
its  legal  counsel. 

SMITH  X.  DECKER. 

This  gentleman  is  another  member  of  an  old 
and  honored  family  which  was.  noticed  at  some 
length  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  his  brother, 
the  popular  veterinary  surgeon,  which  will  be 
found  in  its  ])roper  place  in  this  volume.  As 
therein  stated,  the  family  is  of  Dutch  origin,  and 
has  been  re]>resented  for  many  generations  on  and 
around  Long  Islnnd.  These  Hollanders,  as  is 
known,  discovered  and  settled  the  islands  at  the 


mouth  of  the  Hudson,  and  so  impressed  their  civil- 
ization upon  the  state  of  New  York  that  to  this 
dav  it  is  called  ''Father  Knickerbocker."  The 
great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Smith,  N.  Decker,  en- 
tered the  American  army  in  181 2,  and  lost  his  life 
in  battle  while  fighting  gallantly  for  the  stars  and 
stripes.  Though  killed  himself,  he  left  a  worthy 
son  to  represent  him,  in  the  person  of  Stephen  L. 
Decker.  The  latter  was  born  in  New  York  in 
1800,  and  after  he  grew  up  followed  fanning  for 
a  livelihood  for  some  vears,  but  eventuallv  en- 
gaged  in  the  business  of  supplying  meat  and  milk 
to  what  was  then  the  village  of  Brookl\Ti.  When 
Stephen  passed  away  he  also  left  a  son,  named 
Lucas,  as  his  representative,  and  from  him  came 
several  descendants  who  have  made  their  marks 
in  the  community.  Lucas  E.  Decker,  though  bom 
in  Brooklyn,  identified  himself  in  early  life  \\'\X\\ 
Springfield,  Long  Island.  He  purchased  a  hotel 
and  store  building  in  that  place,  and  was  long  en- 
gaged there  in  business,  which  proved  remunera- 
tive. Lucas  was  quite  prominent  in  the  Masonic 
fratemity,  and  was  a  man  of  consequence  in  other 
respects,  holding  the  position  of  trustee  of  the 
town  of  Jjmiaica  for  a  number  of  vears.  He  mar- 
ried  Abigail  C,  daughter  of  John  Nostrand,  a 
member  of  an  old  Long  Island  family,  and  they 
had  three  sons :  Lucas  E.,  a  business  man  of 
Si)ringfiold  :  Smith  N.,  of  Far  Rockaway :  and  Dr. 
Elbert  J.,  the  veterinary  surgeon  elsewhere  no- 
ticed. 

Smith  N.  Decker,  second  of  his  father's  three 
sons,  was  born  at  Springfield,  Long  Island,  Octo- 
ber 21,  i8C)0,  and  acquired  a  good  primary  edu- 
cation in  the  neighborhood  schools,  which  was 
ror.ndcd  out  by  a  course  in  a  commercial  college. 
H's  father  at  that  time  was  running  a  store  at 
S])ringfiel(l,  and  for  a  time  he  acted  as  clerk  in 
this  establishment,  but  when  nineteen  years  of  age 
left  the  i)arental  roof  to  shift  for  himself.  His 
first  venture  on  his  own  account  was  in  the  sewing 
machine  business,  which  occupied  his  time  several 
months,  after  which  ^Ir.  Decker  obtained  employ- 
ment in  a  wholesale  grocery  establishment  and  re- 
mained there  seven  years.  May  i,  1888,  he  suc- 
ceccled  Isaac  Kemsen  in  the  ice  business  at  Rem- 
sen  Lake,  which,  under  Mr.  Decker's  magnetic 


HISTORY   OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


88 


managenienl.  has  grown  into  an  enterprise  of 
largro  proportions.  In  the  spring  of  1896  he  ac- 
tjuired  a  controlHng  interest  in  the  Queens  Coun- 
ty Ice  Company,  of  which  he  is  president  and 
manager,  and  the  growth  in  patronage  since  then 
has  been  rapid  and  continuous.  At  present  it  is 
<.»ne  of  the  most  important  enterprises  on  Long 
Lsland.  the  output  of  the  company  is  some  seasons 
amounting  to  a  large  voknne  of  five  thousand  tons. 
In  partnership  with  his  brother.  Dr.  E.  J.  Decker, 
he  owns  and  conihicts  a  horse  farm  near  Far 
R«^ckawav,  and  thev  handle  about  one  hundred 
head  of  stock  annually.  That  Mr.  Decker  is  a 
public-spirited  man  is  often  shown  by  his  efforts 
to  benefit  the  community,  a  sample  of  his  efforts  in 
this  line  being  the  part  he  took  to  get  an  electric 
lighting  plant  established  in  the  village.  His- 
dealings  being  on  a  large  scale  and  in  different 
lines,  he  is  brought  in  constant  contact  with  the 
business  public,  and  it  is  complimentary  to  his 
integrity  to  say  that  he  enjoys  the  absolute  con- 
fidence of  all  his  patrons. 

^Ir.  Decker  married  Miss  J.  Estelle,  daughter 
of  Isaac  B.  Remsen,  member  of  a  long  established 
and  highly  respectable  family  of  Long  Island. 
The  three  children  resulting  from  this  union  are 
Smith  Irving,  Isaac  B.  R.  and  Marion  Estelle. 
Mr.  Decker  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  has  long  served  as  an  elder  and  trus- 
t,^.  In  politics  he  is  decidedly  independent. 
though  usually  co-operating  with  the  Democratic 
party  m  national  issues,  his  preference  being  for 
nrinciplcs  rather  than  men.  His  only  fraternal 
connections  are  with  Olympia  Lodge,  Xo.  808, 
Ancient  F'ree  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which  he 
15  a  zealous  and  attentive  member. 

CHARLES  F.  HCEBNER. 

Charles  F.  Huebner,  proprietor  of  the  Port 
W'ashinglon  Hotel,  Port  Washington,  Long  Isl- 
and, has  succeeded  to  his  present  business  from 
!small  beginnings  through  industry,  energy  and 
perseverance.  He  is  still  a  young  man  in  the 
prime  of  early  life,  with  the  stimulus  of  still  wider 
prr>spects  before  him.  Born  of  German  ])arents 
^n  New  York  citv,  he  there  received  a  liberal  edu- 


cation which  amply  preparecl  him  for  whatever 
vocation  he  might  c1kk)sc.  Naturally  fond  of  me- 
chanics, he  first  turned  his  attention  to  stationarv 

m 

engineering.  Commencing  in  the  furnace  room, 
he  soon  graduated  at  the  throttle  of  the  engine. 
In  1864  he  removed  to  Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  remaining 
there  until  i8c)8.  when  he  purchased  the  famous 
llultz  Hotel,  built  by  .Mr.  Hultz  in  1871,  and 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  popular  hostelry.  Since 
his  purchase  Mr.  Huebner  has  made  many  desir- 
al)le  improvements,  adding  to  the  general  appear- 
ance and  enlarging  its  capacity  to  some  thirty 
guests,  with  every  modern  convenience  and  com- 
fort. For  the  use  of  guests  he  supplies  a  hand- 
somely equipped  steam  yacht  boat,  and  every  sup- 
])ly  and  convenience  for  the  expert  fisherman. 

In  1882  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Holmberg, 
a  Tiative  of  New  York.  Of  three  children  born  to 
them  a  daughter,  Florence  M.,  only  is  living.  Mr. 
Huebner  is  a  model  host  and  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 

GEORGE  LASHER. 

Another  example  of  a  self-made  man,  for 
which  Long  Island  is  so  noted,  may  be  found  in 
the  person  of  '\\x.  George  Lasher,  the  ix)pular 
pn^prictor  of  the  North  Shore  Hotel,  situated  at 
Great  Neck.  He  was  born  at  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, in  1836,  his  parents  being  Jacob  and  Mar- 
garet Lashur,  both  natives  of  Germany,  where 
they  died  many  years  ago.  ^Lr.  Lasher,  senior, 
was  by  trade  a  millwright,  in  which  craft  he  was 
without  a  i)eer. 

(ieorge  Lasher  came  to  this  country  in  1854, 
and  though  he  had  a  full  knowledge  of  the  mill- 
wrighting  trade,  he  never  exercised  his  advant- 
ages in  that  particular  line.  The  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture first  appealed  to  him  upon  his  arrival  on 
these  shores,  and  selecting  Pennsylvania  as  a  suit- 
able field,  he  went  there  and  for  four  years  tilled 
the  soil.  In  1859  he  returned  to  New  York  and 
settled  for  a  short  time  in  Columbia  county,  fol- 
lowing the  same  occupation.  In  1861  Mr.  Lasher 
decided  to  give  u])  his  residence  in  Columbia 
county  and  go  to  Long  Island.  _At  Great  Neck 
he  was  emplf)yed  twelve  years  as  a  gardener  by  a 
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prominent  citizen  of  that  place,  and  after  the  lat- 
ter's  death  he  served  six  years  in  a  similar  capac- 
ity for  his  successor.  This  eighteen  years'  service 
proved  Mr.  Lasher  to  he  an  efficient  and  trustwor- 
thy man,  industrious  and  progressive,  and  these 
traits  stood  him  in  good  stead  later  in  life.  In 
i8i)i  he  purchased  the  site  for  his  hotel  and  upon 
this  he  erected  a  suhstantial  building.  After  this 
venture  Mr.  Lasher  built  other  houses  on  what  is 
now  known  as  New  Road  in  (ireat  Neck  village, 
from  which  he  derived  a  fair  return  in  rental. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Lasher  married  Mary  Fallen,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  bv  whom  he  had  one  son, 
George  E..  now  an  experienced  florist,  doing  busi- 
ness on  Long  Island.  Mr.  Lasher,  senior,  is  po- 
litically  a  Democrat  and  in  religion  a  Roman 
Catholic.  His  hotel  has  a  large  and  increasing 
patronage,  and  he  is  widely  known  as  an  ener- 
getic, i)rogressive  man. 

JOHN  H.  CARL. 

John  H.  Carl  stands  at  the  head  of  a  sash, 
door  and  blind  factory  in  New  York  city,  which 
he  entered  as  an  emj^loye  in  a  very  humble  ca- 
pacity thirty-six  years  ago.  It  is  the  individurd 
who  is  willing  lo  work  and  is  Cv)m])ctent  in  tlv 
performance  oi  duty  who  gains  advancement,  and 
these  qualities  in  Mr.  Carl  W(Mi  him  promotion 
from  time  to  time  until  he  was  made  su])erinten(l- 
tnt  of  the  business,  then  admitted  to  ])artnership, 
and  since  KS99  i^as  been  sole  ])ro])rictnr.  No  pro- 
phetic bells  rjng  out  to  him  a  ])r()])hecy  of  the  fu- 
ture, but  he  was  resolute  and  ambitious  to  suc- 
ceed au'l  took  the  suiest,  safest  way  of  winning 
i-uccess — the  pall;  of  earnest  labor,  which  alwa>s 
leads  to  i)ros]>enty. 

Jolpn  11  Carl,  who  makes  his  hr)me  in  linWl 
wins,  was  born  at  Hunter  Green,  New  Yc^rk,  Sep- 
tember 21,  tS^u,  and  has  the  hon<-)r  of  being  a 
descendant  oi  one  of  the  si^^ners  of  the  Declara- 
vion  of  Independence.  Three  ])njthers.  who  werv 
nembers  of  Llie  Society  of  l^Viends.  came-  from 
iheir  native  England  to  American,  settling  at  E-xst 
Williston,  Nassau  conntv.  New  York,  and  renri-- 
<ientativ<'S  of  the  name  afterward  located  in  (ireene 
countv,  where,  in  the  town  of  Himter,  Oliver  Carl, 


the  father  of  our  subject  was  also  bom 
his  people,  he  was  a  farmer,  following  that 
in  search  of  a  livelihood  for  himself  and 
He  was  also  a  very  strong  advocate  of  the 
ance  cause  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  proi 
temperance  princii)les  among  his  fellow  m< 
married  Elizabeth  Langstine  and  they  bee: 
parents  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are 
ing.  Three  of  the  sons  were  soldiers  in  tl 
war,  two  figliting  with  the  Union  army,  tl 
with  the  Confederate  troops,  and  two  wei 
in  the  service.  The  father  died  before  1 
break  of  hostilities,  passing  away  in  1861 
tile  mother's  death  occurred  in  1882. 

In  the  common  schools  John  H.  Carl  n 

the  branches  (^f  learning  usually  taught 

institutions,  but  his  educational  privileg 

meager,  as  at  die  early  age  of  twelve  \ 

was  obliged  to  provide  for  his  own  support 

a  youth  of  fifteen  he  saw  an  advertisem< 

New  ^'ork  paper  for  a  boy  in  a  sash,  d< 

blind  factor}.     He  applied  for  the  posit 

his  earnest,  straightforward  manner  gaii 

tlie  ])iace.      He  was  put  to  work  and  1 

charge  at  once  noted  his  close  applicatioi 

iVil  .e'i'dc'ivor  to  master  his  Vvork  and  his 

ness.      Having  thus  gained  the  favorabl 

tion  of  those  whom  he  served  he  was  cor 

promr»ie(l  as  op]K)rtunity  offered,  eventu 

came  foreman  and  then  superintendent. 

learned   the   business   most   thorougiily, 

]jrincij)^e  and  detail,  and  at  last  was  adn 

i)artnerslii]'.  and  when  the  senior  membei 

be  was  succeeded  in  the  business  bv  his  : 

tile  j)artneislnp  between   Mr.  Carl  and 

was  maintained  and  the  business  carried  c 

the  old  n'une  until  i89(;,  when  our  subject 

solo  pro|;riLlor.      In   1888  our  subject  ai 

iam  \\.  Price  bought  out  the  monlding  ar 

triniminr   business  of  William    Cnderdo 

conduct  .*<i  the  same  most  successfullv.      1 

iness  was  later  merited  with  Mr.  Carl's  sa 

and  blind  ])nsiness.     He  is  carrving  on  tl 

prise  on  an.  extensive  scale,  employing  r 

dred  workmen,     lie  manufactures  sashe 

and  blinrls  and  takes  contracts  for  supplyi 

to  large  buildings.    He  is  nicest  careful  to 
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tlie  products  are  exactly  as  agreed  upon  and  his 
icliability  is  !iniversally  recognized  wherever  his 
irade  has  extended.  His  factory  is  located  at 
Xos.  510,  512  and  514  F'ir^t  avenue*  at  the  corner 
of  Tbiiticth  street.  He  belongs  to  the  1  Guild- 
ers' Club,  the  Carpenters'  Society  and  the  Me- 
chanics' Society,  all  of  New  York,  and  thus  keepis 
in  touch  with  the  advancement  made  in  those  lines 
of  industrial  activity. 

In  1S78  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Carl 
Ciinl  Miss  Anna  Myer.  a  daughter  of  C.  1).  Mycr, 
unci  they  have  five  children :  Kate,  Calista,  ^\'ill- 
iam  P.,  John  H.  and  Robert  J.  TJiey  reside  in 
Tialdwin^  and  have  a  lx:autiful  country  home,  in 
acUlition  to  \\hich  Mr.  Carl  owns  a  fine  farm.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  stalwart  Democrat  and 
has  served  for  six  years  as  a  member  of  the  schrx)! 
l>oard.  He  was  once  a  candidate  for  suj)er visor, 
hut  though  the  district  has  a  strong  Republican 
majority  he  was  beaten  by  only  a  <mall  vntr.  run- 
ning far  ahead  of  the  usual  Democratic  strengtli. 
For  four  years  he  has  been  chief  of  the  fire  (le]>art- 
nient  and  is  actively  interested  in  all  that  pertauis 
10  the  prcgjess  and  advancement  of  the  cop^num- 
ity.  He  supports  the  Methodist  Ei)iscopal 
vhurch:  for  thirty  years  has  bren  'm  e\em])larv 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  a  niem- 
lx:r  of  the  Hempstead.  r*ay  Yacht  Club,  of  which 
he  was  c(  nimodore  in  1900  and  is  now  (^ne  <»f  ih/ 
trovernors.  His  extensive  business  and  re:ilt\' 
posse<isions.  including  his  fine  home,  stand  a-; 
monuments  to  an  enterprising,  useful  and  hon- 
orable life. 

VvILLIA.\r    A.  DODGE. 

One  of  Long  Island's  bright  young  business 
men  is  Mr.  William  A.  Dodge,  wholesale  dealer 
ill  pure  confectionery,  cigars  and  tobacco  of  all 
kinds  at  Thomaston.  He  was  born  in  Man- 
hasset  September  25,  1862,  in  early  life  attended 
Manhasset  school,  afterward  Flushing  high 
school,  and  as  soon  as  his  studies  were  com])lete(l 
he  entered  his  father's  baker v  at  Manhasset.     He 

m 

lx»came.  as  soon  as  his  age  permitted  him,  assist- 
ant [>ostmaster  of  the  village,  and  under  the  ad- 
ministration  of   President   Harrison    was    made 


postmaster.  In  1885  he  went  to  Florida,  where 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  and 
upon  this  planted  an  extensive  orange  grove,  a 
part  of  which  he  still  retains.  On  his  return  he 
again  entered  his  father's  establishment,  where  he 
remained  up  to  September,  1890,  at  which  time  he 
decided  to  establish  a  business  for  himself.  He 
was  elected  by  the  ciiizxns  of  North  Hempstead 
collector  of  taxes  for  two  terms,  was  on  the 
board  of  elections  f(^r  ten  years  and  at  one  time 
was  president  of  that  body.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
the  congressional  district  convention  and  also  a 
delegate  to  the  state  Republican  convention  in 
U)00.  ( )n  b'ebruary  iS,  upr,  he  was  appointed  to 
fill  a  vacancy  as  justice  of  the  peace  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  bis  friends  of  both  ])olitical  par- 
ties— it  Ining  conceded  on  all  sides  that  there  was 
no  man  in  the  comnnmity  better  qualified  to  fill  the 
position. 

( )n  October  1,  1891,  Mr.  Dodge  was  married 
to  Alletta  S..  daughter  oi  Isaac  P.  and  Anna  Q. 
I*aily,  of  Washington.  Xew  Jersey,  and  to  this 
union  there  was  born  one  child.  William  E. 

The  name  of  Dodge  is  an  honored  one  on 
Long  Islantl,  members  of  the  family  being  among 
the  first  seltkis  of  the  Island.  His  father,  George 
K.,  a  native  of  Port  Washington,  but  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Thomaston,  was  born  January  12.  1834. 
He  married  Sarah  M.  Weeks,  a  member  of  an- 
other very  old  family.  I  It  was  in  active  mercantile 
life  f<ir  twentv  vcars  in  Manhasset.  In  f86c;  he 
was  a])i)ointe(l  postmaster  under  President  lAn- 
c<>ln.  and  he  held  the  office  for  twenty  years  with 
distincti<Mi  to  himself  antl  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
comnuinity.  He  and  his  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  arc  members  of  the  F.  and  A.  M.  fra- 
ternity. 

Peter  Dodge,  the  j^aternal  grandfather  of 
W  illiam  A.,  married  Rebecca  Ketchem.  He  was 
b  )rn  at  Port  Washington  in  1798  and  was  en- 
j^aged  for  some  time  in  the  trucking  business  in 
Xew  ^"ork.  He  was  a  worthy  man  in  every  way 
and  well  liked  and  honored  by  a  host  of  friends. 
He  died  in  187 1  :  his  wife  in  1832. 

William  Dodge,  the  ])aternal  great-grandfa- 
ther oi  William  A.,  was  born  in  Port  Washing- 
ton,   Long   Island,   in    1761.   and   died    in    1844. 
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'J  homas  Dodge  was  the  great-great-grandfather 
cf  William  A.,  the  date  of  whose  birth  is  not 
]:nown,  but  who  lived  at  Port  Washington  and 
died  in  1789,  aged  sixty-seven.  He  was  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  old  Dodge  homestead,  which  con- 
tained two  hundred  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Dodge  is  a  magnetic  man,  a  gentleman  to 
the  manner  born,  one  who  is  a  credit  not  onlv  to 
the  honorable  faniilv  of  which  he  is  the  worthv 
scion,  but  of  tlie  communitv  in  which  he  dwells. 
He  is  public  s]>irited,  straightforward  in  all  his 
(lealings,  and  one  whOvSe  sterling  integrity  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  recognize. 


THE    REV.  KIRKLAND  '  HUSKE. 

Of  the  pastors  of  Long  Island  none  i)erhaps 
is  better  known  than  the  Rev.  Kirkland  Huske, 
rector  of  All  Saints'  church  at  Great  Neck.  Son 
of  the  late  Rev.  Joseph  C.  Huske,  D.  D.,  of  North 
Carolina,  Mr.  Huske  inherits  from  his  illustrious 
father  fine  oratorical  gifts  and  the  power  to  hold 
his  hearers,  besides  possessing  rare  eloquence  and 
that  personal  magnetism  so  essential  to  the  suc- 
cessful pastor.  He  received  his  collegiate  educa- 
tion in  the  University  of  North  Carolina  and  sub- 
sequent to  leaving  the  university  he  followed  the 
mercantile  business.  In  January,  iSc)!,  he  en- 
tered  the  Berkeley  Divinity  School  under  the  ])re- 
siding  bisho]^  of  the  diocese,  the  Rt.  Rev.  John 
Williams,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  was  graduated  at  this  in- 
stitution in  June,  t8c)4,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
deaconate  in  Holy  Trinity  church,  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  by  I^ishoj)  Williams  on  June  6th  of 
the  same  year.  ?Te  immediately  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  rect<^r  of  Trinity  church  at  Collinsville, 
Connecticut,  where  his  ])ers<Mial  (|ualities  and  pas- 
toral work  soon  obtained  a  warm  place  in  the 
he-arts  of  his  ])arisliioners.  Tt  was  while  here  that 
he  received  and  acce])te(l  a  call  to  All  Saints' 
chnrrh  at  Great  Xcck,  Long  Island. 

]  U'  was  ordained  U^  the  ])riesthood  on  the  ()th 
of  March,  tS*)^,  in  St.  Luke's  cha])el.  Middle- 
town.  Connecticut,  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  Will- 
iams, bishop  of  Cj^nnecticut  and  ])residing  bisho]> 
of  llie  American  church. 

(hi  the  25th  of  April,  1895.  he  was  married  in 


Trinity  church,  Portland,  Connecticut,  by  BLshop 
Williams,  to  Miss  Elsie,  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Le  Roy  Bramerd,  who  is  also  of  a  strong  church 
family,  into  which  many  of  the  clergy  have  mar- 
ried. 

Since  the  Rev.  ^Mr.  Huske  took  charge  cf  All 
Saints'  church  of  Great  Neck,  on  ]March  i,  1896, 
the  gcx)d  work  has  taken  on  new  life ;  it  has  been 
systematized,  modernized :  and  through  his  per- 
sonal elTorts  he  has  built  one  of  the  finest  parish 
houses  on  die  Island.  It  is  connected  with  the 
church  and  rectorv  bv  cloister.  The  character  of 
the  building  conforms  with  that  of  the  church  and 
rectory,  and  is  built  of  rubber  granite  and  slate. 
The  interior  is  finished  in  cypress.  The  rector's 
studv  is  here,  as  are  also  the  Sundav-school  room, 
flower  mission  room,  music  room,  etc. 

Prominent  in  the  history  of  this  parish  is  the 
Cfrowth  of  the  Industrial  school  and  the  Sundav- 
school,  in  1896  the  fomier  had  forty  girls ;  in 
1890  it  numbered  one  hundred.  In  1895  there 
w^re  about  sixtv  in  the  Sundav-school,  now  there 
are  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Since  1896 
there  have  been  one  hundred  and  seven  baptisms, 
twenty-one  marriages,  seventy-five  burials,  sev- 
enty-two confirmations,  and  more  than  $75,000 
in  offerings  has  been  reported. 

There  are  now  connected  with  the  parish  one 
hundred  and  thirty  families,  four  hiuidred  and 
twenty  baptized  ]>ersons,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  communicants.  The  outlook,  under  the  en- 
ergetic leadership  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Huske,  is  for 
continued  financial,  educational,  and  spiritual 
success. 

It  is  well  here  to  set  down  brieflv  a  few  facts 
concerning  this  beautiful  church  property.  It  is 
the  result  of  gifts  of  love  by  a  generous  people, 
including  Thomas  Messinger  and  his  two  daugh- 
ters, Mrs.  C.  C.  Giyneux  and  Miss  ^I.  Girard 
Messinger ;  the  Hon.  John  A.  King.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edmond  C.  Stanton,  of  New  York ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
S.  Smith,  of  (Jreat  Xeck :  Miss  Maria  Messinger, 
'Wv.  lulward  Morgan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward 
Winslow  and  Mrs.  T«inies  (1.  King,  of  Great 
Xeck:  ]\]is>  Clara  Messinger,  Mrs.  C.  Hamilton 
antl  (nlurs.  l^ecent  gifts  are  one  by  Mrs.  Silas 
McP.ee.  of  the  ( ireat  Xeck  League,  valued  at  alx)ut 
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eight  thousand  dollars :    the    beautiful    carvings 

in  memory    of    John    A.    King    and    his    wife. 

Man-  Calden  King,  valued  at  $10,000;  a  memor- 

fai  window  by  Mrs.  George  Holt ;  a  nieniorial 

window  by  (larKSon  Cowl ;  an  anonymous  gift 

of  S  1,000  for  interior  decoration  of  the  church. 

The  building  was    planned    by    the  well-known 

architect  who  built  St.  Patrick's  cathedral  in  New 

York. 

The  edifice,  so  beautiful  as  to  cause  the  ad- 
miration of  all,  was  dedicated  on  Xovenibcr  i, 
1887,  by  the  bishop  of  Long  Island,  accompanied 
by  a  number  of  clergy,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
congregation,  the  dedicatory  sermon  being  cleliv- 
ored  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith. 

By  general  subscription    a    fine-toned  organ 
'.vas  placed  in  position.    On  November  3,  i8tS<;,  a 
handsome  memorial  window,  made  bv  the  famous 
Engflish  firm  of  Heaton,  Butler  &  Bayne,  was  un- 
veiled in  memory  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin.     In 
the  same  year  the  strikingly  beautiful  rectory  was 
built,  which,  with  the  parish  house,  corresponds 
with  the  church  proper,  the  whole  harmonizing 
exquisitely.    In  1892  a  rich-toned  bell  was  placed 
in  the  belfry.     In  1888-1889  the  Girl's  Industrial 
sclioni  and  Pastoral  aid  and  missionary  society 
were  organized.     In  i8<^5  another  memorial  win- 
dow was  placed  in  position  in  memory  of  Henry 
and    Rosa  Messinger  by  their  beloved  children. 
In  November  of  the  same  year  memorial  windows 
in  memory  of  Thomas  and  Anna  Messinger  were 
unveiled.     These  windows  were  made  in  London. 
The  first  rector  of  All  Saints'  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
I^^iiis  De  Connis,  formerly  of  Lynn,  Massachus- 
etts, whose  rectorship  began  October   15,   1887, 
an<l  continued  for  eight  successful  years.    He  re- 
sicrnecl  in  1895.    Of  him  it  was  said  that  on  his  de- 
parture "The  vacancy  left  by  Dr.  De  Cormis  can 
n«»vcr  be  so  ably  filled,  and  it  is  doubtful  now  that 
the  change  has  come,  if  All  Saints'  will  see  eight 
\'ears  of  such  neace  and  harmonv  as  it  has  in  the 
past,  for  a  long  time  to  come.'' 

t'nder  Dr.  De  Cormis'  rectorship  the  records 
=.how  that  forty  persons  were  c<ni firmed,  there 
were  twenty-five  marriages,  forty-eight  burials, 
i)ne  hundred  and  twenty-two  baptisms,  and  the 
contribution  amounted  to  $20,000. 


THOMAS    ELLARD. 

When  It  is  said  of  a  business  man  that  he  has 
sj)ent  a  score  of  years  in  any  given  profession,  or 
a  scoie  and  a  half,  one  ])auses  for  a  moment  and 
reflects  on  the  j)robity  of  that  man.  But  when,  as 
in  this  instance  before  us  we  call  attention  to  fiftv- 
three  years  si)ent  in  the  business  life  of  one  com- 
munity, one  cannot  refrain  from  applauding  so 
li»)nest  a  citizen  and  excellent  a  business  man. 
Such  a  per.son  is  Thomas  l^^llard,  retired  farmer  of 
Great  Xeck,  Long  Island.  Mr.  Ellard  is  a  native 
of  luigiantl,  where  he  was  born  October  2,  1826. 
In  earlv  life  he  turned  his  attention  to  horticult- 
ural pursuits,  a  vocation  which  he  followed  to 
some  extent  all  his  life.  In  1848,  at  the  age  of 
t went v- two  vears,  he  came  to  this  countrv.  After 
his  settlement  here  he  followed  the  water  for  some 
years,  but  this  calling  not  being  congenial  he 
abandoned  it  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
At  this  he  soon  became  an  expert.  In  1869  he 
purchased  the  site  for  the  home  in  which  he  now 
lesides  in  comfort  and  ease,  the  result  of  an  active 
and  honest  business  career. 

On  A])ril  27,  1862,  Mr.  Ellard  was  inarried  to 
Harriet,  the  daughter  of  William  Lyming  and 
Elizabeth  ( lifi'ord,  of  Monmouth,  New  Jersey,  to 
whom  were  born  the  following  children:  George 
H.,  Robert  A.  and  Elizabeth  A. 

Mr.  Ellard  is  an  earnest  Christian  man,  a 
member  of  All  Saints'  church  of  Great  Xeck.  He 
is  one  to  whom  the  expression  *\self-made-man" 
may  with  j^rc^priety  be  apj^lied,  and  with  that  ex- 
I^ression  may  also  be  added  the  fact  that  the  es- 
teem in  which  he  is  held  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends  is  warm  and  sincere.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican. 

JOHN    KANE. 

John  Kane,  the  popular  proprietor  of  the  An- 
andale  Hotel  at  Great  Xeck,  Long  Island,  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  village  of  Great  Xeck  to  the  credit  of 
that  village,  be  it  said.  The  son  of  John  and  Eliza 
(  Connors)  Kane,  he  was  born  in  1854.  Both  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  1848.    Great  Xeck  attracted  them  as  a 
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desirable  location  to  make  their  fortune  in  life, 
and  there  Lliey  settled,  engaging  in  farming. 
Hard  toil  and  thrift  soon  enabled  them  to  own 
their  home.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  survive :  John,  Peter,  Mary 
A.  and  Catherine. 

John  Kane,  the  first  above  mentioned  but  third 
of  the  children  in  order  of  birth,  was  reared  in  his 
native' village  and  educated  in  its  public  schools. 
In  early  manhood  he  followed  the  handling  and 
driving  of  horses  and  so  expert  did  he  become 
that  frecjuently  he  was  commended  by  his  employ- 
ers, who  justly  esteemed  him  as  one  of  the  best 
horse-men  on  the  Island. 

In  1889  he  made  his  first  venture  in  real  estate, 
purchasing  a  house  and  lot  in  Great  Neck.  This 
was  a  wise  move  as  it  formed  the  nucleus  of  his 
ppesent  surroundings.  In  1894  from  his  brother 
Peter  he  bought  the  celebrated  Anandale  Hotel, 
assuming  control  successfully  from  the  start.  As 
tlie  proprietor  of  this  property,  !Mr.  Kane  is  wide- 
ly known,  anrl  jlij^tly  so.  If  the  hotel  was  popular 
before  its  purchase  by  him  it  is  doubly  so  now, 
thanks  to  his  good  management,  genial  tempera- 
ment and  sound  judgment. 

In  1891  he  was  married  to  Jennie  ^fcNamara, 
whose  father  as  well  as  herself  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  anrl  the  result  of  this  union  was  an  onlv 
daughter,  named  Lizzie. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kane  is  a  Democrat :  in  relig- 
ion a  Roman  Catholic.  As  a  citizen  he  is  keenly 
alive  to  the  best  interests  of  his  native  village 
and  a  man  whose  honesty  is  written  in  every  linea- 
ment of  his  features. 

JOHX    GITHEIL. 

That  Great  Neck's  reputation  for  thrift  and 
respectability  is  due  in  no  small  part  to  its  citi- 
zens of  (jerman  parentage  is  amply  exemplified. 
To  cite  one  instance,  the  first  name  to  apj)ear  is 
that  of  the  esteemed  and  well-known  citizen,  Mr. 
John  Gutheil. 

Mr.  Gutheil  was  born  in  Tottenhausen,  Ger- 
many, on  February  4,  1826.  He  came  to  this 
country  in  185 1,  and  located  in  Great  Neck,  Long 
Island.     For  the  first  few  vears  after  his  arrival 


at  Great  Neck  he  engaged  in  farming.  In 
purchased  his  present  home,  which  he  ha 
bellished  and  beautified  as  to  make  it  on 
most  attractive  residences  of  that  section 
by  little  he  built  up  his  business  of  contr 
his  specialty  being  excavations,  the  bui 
roads,  etc.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  thij 
Great  Neck,  and  his  success  is  due  to 
workmanship  and  straightforward  dealii 
Mr.  Gutheil  was  married  on  January  : 
to  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  ar 
erina  Eidt,  both  parents  natives  of  Germa 
this  union  there  were  seven  children  born, 
John,  who  died :  Kate,  Elizabeth,  John  2( 
deceased,  and  William.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gutheil  was  l>orn  in  Gotheim,  Germany, 
cembt^r  17,  1838,  and  came  to  this  country 
John  Gutheil,  Jr.,  was  born  on  April  17, 
Great  Neck,  and  was  educated  at  the  > 
schools  of  that  village.  Following  the 
of  his  father,  he  has  chosen  the  same  call 
with  his  brother  William  he  has  succeede 
father's  business.  Another  brother,  Ge 
engaged  in  the  same  business,  but  there  is 
nection  between  the  respective  concern 
Gutheil  family  are  members  of  the  E 
church,  and  in  politics  they  are  Republics 
such  serviceable  members  of  anv  commui 
a  pleasure  to  write :  and  it  is  a  matter  fo 
that  space  here  forbids  further  comment 
reputable  and  busy  men. 

AUGUST  IMMIG. 

Conspicuously  identified  with  the  men 
aflfairs,  whose  activities  have  been  exerted 
ous  fields,  and  who  have  contributed  gr 
the  comnicrcial  and  social  advancement  ( 
Island,  is  August  Immig,  now  living  in 
lotiremeiit  in  his  palatial  residence  at  P); 
Nassau  couiily.  ^'et.  while  thus  situa 
energy  and  uiterest  in  the  community  w^ill 
mit  of  idlencs*^.  and  he  maintains  official  i 
relations  with  various  important  business 
ancl  a  s<Kial  status  in  leading  clubs. 

Mr.  Tmnug  was  born  in  West])halia.  G 
]\lay   2,    1840.    son  of   Christian    and     1: 
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<  Rha'la )  Ivmng.  The  father  had  begun  the 
siudy  of  medicine  when  he  was  drafted  for  ser- 
vice with  the  Hessian  contingent  which  w-as  bar- 
gained for  by  the  British  king  to  fight  the  Ameri- 
can patriots  during  the  Revokitionary  war.  Such 
>crvio^  was  repugnant  to  his  feelings,  and  he  ran 
away  from  home  and  joined  the  Prussian  anny. 
.\fter  his  discharge  from  the  army  he  completed 
his  niedioal  studies.  recei\ed  his  diploma  and  be- 
came eminent  in  the  profession.  ])eini^  medical  di- 
lector  for  an  important  district.  He  died  in  1H43. 
and  his  widow  in  1862. 

August  Immig,  after  receiving  a  lil)eral  educa- 
tion  in  the  thorough  schools  of   JVussia.   found 
einplnym«'nt  in  the  wine  busin<.-ss.     In  1858,  when 
eij.       ^en   years  of  age,   he   came   to   the    I'nited 
States,  secured  a  clerkship  in  a  grocery  store  in 
linijoklyn.  Long  Island,  but  after  some  years  en- 
gfaged  in  the  carriage  business  and  in  1867  o])ened 
a  wholesale  liquor  establishment.    While  conduct- 
ing the  latter,  which  proved  highly  successful,  he 
introduced  various   inovations  that  attracted   at- 
tention and  brought  him  added  ])atronage,  among 
tlieni  being  the  celebrated  IJoenecamp  liltters.  for 
dyspepsia,  which  he  was  the  first  to  import  into 
this   country.      He  retired   from  this  bu^iu'*^*^  in 
iSSij,  after  managing  it  for  twenty-two  years,  dur- 
I'ng  which  time  he  built  it  u])  to  large  dimensions. 
In  1890  he  removed  to  L>aldwins.  where  he  erected 
one  of  the  most  elegant  homes  in  that  i)ortion  of 
the   island.      His  occupation  from  that  time  ha^ 
been  the  management  of  his  real  estate  interest-;, 
his  ]>ersoiiaI  holdings  being  quite  extensixe,  and 
rlischarging  duties  connected  with  various  finan- 
cial  institutions  in  which  much  of  his  capital  ha^ 
been  invested.    He  has  long  been  president  of  the 
J'.cllniore   Land  Company,   president  of   the  Ja- 
maica Hay  Land  Company,  vice-president  of  the 
Freeport  LaJid  Company,  a  director  of  the  b>eo- 
]K»rt  Bank  and  also  interested  in  the  Consumer>' 
I»re\\ing  Company.      He   is  a   member    of    the 
Dutch  Reformed  church  of  Brooklyn,  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  and  its  charities  he  has  always  been 
a  Hberal  contributor.      His  fraternal  relations  are 
with  the  Masonic  order,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
prominent  nipn^ber  for  thirty  years,  the  1  Brook- 


lyn   SaengeH)und,    the    Freeport    Club   and    the 
Hempstead  Yacht  Club. 

Mr.  Immig  was  m.irricd  in  May,  1856,  to  Miss 
Aima  I>roC'kman,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
but  the  only  one  now  living  is  Henry,  a  man  of 
education  and  fine  business  abilities,  who  is  sec- 
letary  of  the  Consumers'  Brewing  Company  at 
Wood  side.  Long  Island.  Mrs.  Immig,  who  was 
a  woman  of  lovely  disposition  and  strong  traits 
of  character,  died  January  11,  1901.  As  a  de- 
voted wife  and  mother  her  husband  has  never 
ceased  to  mourn  her  loss,  and  aside  from  the  natu- 
ral feelings  of  love  and  affection,  felt  especial 
gratitude  for  the  ins])iration  and  wise  counsels 
she  afforded  him  during  the  years  of  his  struggle 
to  attain  success  in  life.  In  commemoration  of 
her  woriii  to  her  family  and  her  Ijenevolences  to 
llie  *^Mfi*<.Tmg,  he  has  erected  in  Evergreen  ceme- 
tery 0110  (^f  the  most  splendid  monuments  which 
adorn  tliat  be.uitiful  city  of  the  dead.  During  the 
visit  of  iVince  Henrv.  o'f  Prussia,  to  the  Cnited 
Stales,  in  1002,  Mr.  Immig  was  honored  by  being 
one  of  the  guests  invited  to  dine  with  the  dis- 
tingiushed  stranger  at  the  large  Stats-Zeiter 
dinner  given  in  Xew  York. 

WILLIAM    XIXKSLIXG. 

The  ])npular  proprietor  ui  the  Half-Way  House 
on  Xew  Road  street,  (ireat  Xeck,  Long  Island,  is 
also  engaged  m  the  grocery  business.  He  is  Mr. 
William  Xin<*^ling,  and  was  born  on  January  28, 
1864,  in  the  village  in  which  now  stands  his  well- 
known  hostelrv.  His  father  was  Stephen  Xine- 
sling,  of  Ciermany.  and  his  mother,  Mary,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
educated  in  ( ireat  Xeck  in  the  common  schools. 
His  earl\  experience  with  his  father  in  the  hotel 
business  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  after-life,  for 
he  learned  the  business  thoroughly  while  with 
him.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  which  took 
place  in  1887,  he,  with  his  brother  Charles,  took 
charge  of  the  hotel.  Subsequently  the  j)roperty 
was  divided,  the  Half  W^ay  House  coming  to  him 
on  his  purchasing  his  brother's  share  in  i8()o.  In 
April,  i8c)8.  seeing  the  necessity  fc^r  such  a  store 
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for  the  benefit  of  his  many  friends,  he  erected  a 
snug  shop  and  stocked  it  with  the  choicest  gro- 
ceries, etc.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  be- 
tween acting  as  mine  host  at  his  home-like  hos- 
telry and  nmning  the  grocery  store,  Mr.  Nine- 
sling  is  a  very  busy  man ;  and  this  is  an  agreeable 
thing  for  so  energetic  a  man  as  he. 

Mr.  Ninesling  was  married  on  January  26. 
1890,  to  Annie,  tlie  daughter  of  Philip  and  Kate 
La  Cron.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born, 
namely :  Maud,  who  died  ;  William.  George,  El- 
bert and  Marv.  The  mother  of  these  children  was 
born  in  Great  Neck  January  31,  1866. 

He  is  a  pushing  business  man.  Politically  he 
leans  strongly  to  the  Republican  party,  but  party 
fealty  does  not  bias  the  fairness  of  his  judgment. 

Stephen,  the  father  of  William,  in  his  younger 
davs  learned  the  mason's  trade,  and  for  ten  vears 
worked  at  the  business  in  Great  Neck.  In  1872 
he  established  himself  in  the  Half  Way  House, 
which,  from  time  to  time,  he  extended  to  the  pres- 
ent proportions.  He  spent  forty  years  of  his  life 
in  the  hotel  business.  He  was  married  twice,  two 
sons  being  born  to  each  marriage,  both  of  whom 
are  doing  business  in  Great  Neck,  where  they  are 
held  in  high  esteem  for  their  sterling  integrity  and 
rare  business  abilitv. 

W1LLIA]\I    A.  WIENER. 

William  A.  Wiener,  who  is  superintendent  of 
the  ])arlor  cars  for  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Com- 
pany, is  a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  his  birth 
having  ocurred  at  [Manhattan,  September  26, 
1859.  J"^^  ^^'^'^^  reared-  in  New  York  city  and  in 
accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  country  was 
sent  to  schcK^I  when  he  had  arrived  at  the  proper 
age.  During  his  boyhood  he  continued  his  studies 
and  after  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  looked 
about  him  for  a  line  of  endeavor  that  he  believed 
would  prove  congenial  and  profitable  as  a  life 
work.  Throughout  his  business  career  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  service  of  the  Long  Isl- 
and Railroad  Company  and  has  filled  various  po- 
sitions, lie  began  as  brakeman  and  was  pro- 
moted from  one  position  to  another  until  now  he  is 
su])erintendent  of  the  parlor  cars  on  the  road,  in 


which  capacity  he  has  the  supervision  of 
porters  employed  in  addition  to  his  other 
He  is  faithful,  capable,  and  enterprising, 
this  position  is  regarded  by  the  company  s 
right  man  in  the  right  place." 

WILLIAM    G.  BURCHILL. 

William  (j.  Burchill,  a  conductor  on  th< 
Island  Railroad,  residing  at  Babylon,  was  1 
New  York,  April  24.  1866,  and  when  five  y 
age  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Harlem, 
the  familv  home  was  established.  His  vou 
there  passed  in  an  uneventful  manner,  his  ti 
ing  devoted  to  the  duties  of  the  schoolroc 
the  pleasures  of  the  playground,  with  occ 
tasks  to  perfonii  elsewhere.  As  he  appr 
the  age  when  it  became  necessary  for  him  1 
vide  for  his  own  support  he  determined  up 
railroad  service  as  a  means  of  livelihood 
1885  he  secured  a  position  as  conductor 
Brooklyn  Rapid  Transit  Road.  In  1893  1 
transferred  to  the  main  line  and  his  run  n< 
tends  to  Babylon.  His  regularity,  steadf; 
and  keen  discrimination  in  connection  w 
work  have  long  been  recognized  by  the  cc 
tion  which  he  represents,  and  he  is  known 
of  the  most  faithful  employes  on  the  line 
greater  part  of  his  attention  is  given  to  hi 
ness  duties,  but  many  friends  know  him  as 
ial,  social  gentleman,  whose  excellent  qi 
have  J^ained  him  warm  regard.  . 

E.  A.  HODGES. 

Careful  ])rei)aration  in  the  line  of  his 
vocation  and  a  laudable  ambition  to  sue 
these  are  the  elements  which  have  entered  i 
business  career  of  Mr.  Hodges  and  gaint 
advancement  to  his  present  excellent  ])osi 
electrician  in  the  Long  Island  Railroad  si 
^Morris  Park,  lie  was  horn  in  Watertown, 
achnsetts.  where  he  spent  his  childho(.)d  da\ 
completed  his  literary  education  in  the 
English  high  schot^j,  and  afterward  learr 
machinist\s  trar'ie  in  Maine.  He  gained  h 
trical  knowledge    in    Tioston,  and   for  ter 
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Te.2i.fter  was  engaged  in  the  electrical  railway 
in^ss  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  On  the  expira- 
!  <:>i  that  period  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Fall 
?r,  Massachusetts,  and  in  March,  1900,  en- 
1  the  employment  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
iF>«i.i"iy  in  the  capacity  of  electrician  in  the 
•  s  n.t:  ]M orris  Park.  He  has  made  a  close  and 
ou^li  study  of  the  science,  and  his  knowledge 
'oad,  comprehensive  and  accurate  concerning 
uses  and  j^ower  of  electricity,  one  of  the  most 
le  ^M,s  well  as  one  of  the  strongest  physical 
nci^^s  with  which  man  has  to  do. 

JOHN   HAVILAND. 

It:  is  always  a  pleasure  to  record  the  success 
^'fc*s  battle  of  any  honest  man,  but  of  the  self- 
adc  man — that  man  who,  by  dint  of  hard  and  in- 
ssant  toil  and  upright  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
'^"»  niakes  not  only  a  competence  but  an  un- 
uliecl  reputation  as  well, — too  nuich  cannot  be 
'^d  or  written.  To  say,  therefore,  that  the  sub- 
^t  of  this  sketch  is  such  a  man  is  merely  to  re- 
*at  wliat  his  neighbors  say  of  him. 

^Ir.  Haviland  was  born  at  Little  Xeck,  Long 

'^'icl,  near  where  he  now  resides,  on  the  old 

^viland  homestead,  on  October  19.  1847.    ^c  is 

^  ^n  of  Roe  and  Julia  (]\IacDonald)  Haviland, 

^^  Were  held  in  the  highest  esteem  for  their  ster- 

^?  Cj^ialities,  socially  and  religiously.  Roe  Havi- 

•"^d  Was  born  on  the  old  homestead  on  September 

■^^  T7r)8,  and  always  followed  agricultural  pur- 

*^^S-      He  and   Mrs.   Haviland  were  consistent 

^^ml^ers  of  the  Episcopal  church.    In  politics  he 

^s  an  unswerving  Whig.     He  was  twice  mar- 

^^^i.  his  first  \vife  being  Mrs.  Cutton.  to  whom 

^'^I'e  bom  the  following  children :    George,  Will- 

\^^,  Caleb,  Mary  and  Julia.    Mrs.  (Cutton)  Hav- 

^iHnd  died  in   1831.     His  second  wife  bore  him 

^narlotta.    Sarah,     fohn,    Henrv,    Euc^ene    and 

I'-tTima,  who  died.  The  mother  of  these  children  is 

^^^♦1  living  in  Brooklyn.     Mr.   Haviland   passed 

away  Xoveniber  7,'  1856,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 

T'^ie  father  of  Mr.  Haviland  was  William  Havi- 

and.  a  worthy  and  greatly  respected  farmer. 

John  Haviland.  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch, 
received  his  early  training  in  the  common  schools 


on  Long  Island.  After  leaving  school  he  deter- 
mined upon  the  life  of  a  farmer  rather  than  seek 
the  burly-burly  of  a  large  city.  That  this  was  a 
sample  of  splendid  judgment  may  be  seen  when 
one  views  his  fine  home  and  pleasant  surround- 
ings, ail  denoting  that  success  which  he  early  in 
life  started  to  attain.  He  remained  on  his  father's 
palace  until  1874,  when  he  removed  to  Little  Neck, 
where  he  settled  for  seven  years.  In  1881  he  again 
removed,  this  time  going  to  Lakeville.  In  1899 
he  purchased  the  old  Schenck  property,  contain- 
ing eighty  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  and  there 
he  now  resides  in  peace  and  contentment. 

Air.  Haviland,  on  January  22,  1879,  married 
Susan,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
Schenck,  members  of  the  old  Schenck  familv  of 
Long  Island.  He  was  elder  in  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed church,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

THO:\rAS    R.  ROWER. 

Thomas  R.  Bower,  a  conductor  on  the  Long 
Island  Railroad,  residing  at  Ronkonkoma,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  is  of  English  lineage, 
tracing  his  ancestry  back  to  a  prominent  English 
navigator  who  came  to  this  country  in  1635.  His 
father  was  a  leading  tobacconist  of  Trenton,  New 
Jersey.  He  built  up  a  very  large  and  profitable 
business  and  had  an  extensive  acquaintance 
throughout  the  state. 

Reared  under  the  parental  roof,  Thomas  R. 
Bower  spent  much  of  his  time  in  youth  in  attend- 
ance on  the  normal  schools  of  New  Jersey  and 
after  completing  his  education  he  entered  upon 
hi.s  railroad  experience  in  the  employ  of  the  con- 
tractors in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  Ele- 
vated Railroad.  He  was  afterward  with  the  El- 
mira,  Cortland  &  Northern  Railway  Company, 
and  on  severing  his  connection  with  that  corpora- 
tion he  accepted  a  position  in  the  employ  of  the 
Long  Island  Railroad  Company,  by  .which  he  was 
made  conductor  in  1884.  He  has  since  been  upon 
the  road  and  is  now  running  between  Ronkon- 
koma and  Long  Island  City.  In  the  former  place 
he  makes  his  home.  He  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  interests  of  the  locality  and  no  citizen  is 
more  enthusiastic  as  regards  its  desirability  as  a 
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place  ot  residence.  Its  merits  and  attractiveness 
are  all  he  claims  for  it.  The  town  is  situated  on  a 
nn)st  beautiful  sheet  of  water  called  Ronko- 
ki>ma  lake,  which  is  three  miles  in  extent  and  ap- 
parently without  inlet  or  outlet.  Its  beach  is  of 
clean,  white  sand,  and  around  the  lake  are  attrac- 
tive wooded  sections,  which  add  to  the  scenic  ef- 
fect. Mr.  liowtT  does  all  in  his  power  for  the  de- 
velopment and  i^rowth  of  the  town  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  its  most  valued  and  highly  re- 
spected citizens. 

lOSKPH  liRRl'KR. 

Joseph  llreiicr.  a  g-ontleman  of  wealth,  refine- 
ment and  leisure,  a  resilient  of  (ireat  Xeck,  Long 
Island,  was  born  in  Xew  ^^>rk  December  26. 
1850.  His  parents  were  J<»hn  and  Anna  (  I  laser) 
I'.reuer,  bolli  c»F  (Ifrmany.  the  former  bom  in 
(ireat  Rusling,  IJavaria.  in  18 r;.  and  the  latter  in 
t8jj.  Their  marriage  took  ])lace  in  i8^^5  and  ten 
children  were  the  result  of  this  union,  but  'iiily 
two  are  living —  |ose])h  and  Charles.  John 
i>reiier  came  to  this  country  when  quite  young,  lo- 
cating in  Xew  York,  where  he  spent  fiftv  vears 
of  his  life.  J  lis  success  as  a  musician  was  due  \n 
a  natural  ])ent  in  that  directitni  and  to  hard  study. 
<  )f  the  many  favorite  instruments  on  which  he 
could  perform,  the  cornet  was  his  favorite.  And 
here  comes  to  light  a  remarkable  characteristic 
of  the  man  :  he  could  not  only  play  u])on  the  dif- 
I'erent  instruments  t»f  his  choice,  but  he  could 
manufacture  them  as  well,  thus  combining  the 
mechanical  with  the  ae>thetic.  I^^fteen  years  of 
lii>  life  were  .spent  with  \'an  Amberg's  circus,  and 
f'>r  f«»urteen  years  be  was  on  the  police  force  in 
Xew  ^'ork.  filliiiLi'  tile  ])osition  with  credit.  His 
courage  and  discretion  were  taxed  to  tlu'  fullest 
extent  in  the  draft  iiMt<  of  1802  in  Xew  ^^»rk 
eily.  but  be  acf|nitleel  liini>elf  with  rare  C'>olness 
in  face  of  tliai  awful  (-onlliet  between  law  and 
order  and  (be  maddeiie*!  mob-,  in  i8nf.  Mr. 
Ilnin-r  remr'vrd  to  1  ^oni/  Lland  and.  cboosini/ 
(Ireat  Xeck  as  a  plea-^ant  ])lace  feir  residence,  be 
lived  a  (|uiet  .and  retire<l  Ijfr  muil  bis  death,  which 
«i''ciuTe<l  .\])ril  J5.  180^ ».  During  bi^  residt-nce  in 
Xew   \(>vk  be  ac(|nired  ec'iisiderable  ]iropert\    in 


that  citv,  to  which  his  widow  and  son  fell  heir. 
In  ix)litics  Mr.  Brcucr  was  an  unwavering  Demo- 
crat, and  a  strong  adherent  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  in  which  respect  his 
sons  follow  the  teaching  of  their  father. 

josei)h  Ureuer,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
married  in  1888  to  Helen,  the  daughter  of  Frank 
and  Ann  Millang,  and  boni  at  Great  Xeck  in 
iS('k).  To  this  happy  union  there  was  bom  one 
son,  John  Kd.,  in  i8()4.  Charles,  the  only  broth- 
er of  Jo.seph,  is  unmarried.  Joseph  possesses  many 
of  the  characteri.stics  of  his  father,  chief  among 
which  ])erbaj>s  may  be  mentioned  straight  for- 
wardness in  all  business  anil  social  matters,  a  de- 
sire to  see  the  ])ros])erity  of  his  home  village  ever 
increasing,  and  activity  in  any  undertaking,  look- 
ing to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Fi^VXClS  r,EI)ELL  BALDWIN. 

The  laie  I'lancis  [].  l^aldwin,  noted  as  an 
architect  and  tormerly  actively  interested  in  tb*.^ 
v.eli"are  of  1. aid  wins,  Hemf>stead,  Nassau  coun- 
ty. Xew  ^'ork,  is  still  rememlKfred  with  pride  by 
many  {^i  the  residents  of  that  place  as  one  of  the 
ioremos*  in  advancing  any  cause  or  project  con- 
ducive to  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
liotb  bi^  father,  Thomas,  and  grandfather,  Fran- 
cis i'.aldwin.  w»  re  natives  of  Baldwins,  and  there 
also  he  was  b'Tu,  on  the  2C;th  of  July,  1816.  He 
was  eilueaud  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birth- 
i^laee.  and  bis  earliest  business  ex])erience  was  in. 
the  cloibmg  bouse  oi  I '.rooks  r>ros..  of  New 
^''»rk  c'n\.  After  spending  twelve  years  with 
ibis  tlrm  ^il.  Daldwin  started  in  business  for  him- 
>l\\.  -  itli  a  store  at  Xos.  70  and  72  Howery,  and 
C"iuini;ei|  ni  this  line  until  the  year  1873,  when 
bis  inberent  love  for  life  in  the  countrv  finallv 
lured  hlni  bai^k  to  I)aldwins.  I'nder  his  persona'. 
siipervisiiMi  inaTiy  handsome  residences  were  ccmi- 
sinunt'd,  riir.onir  which  mav  be  mentioned  the 
beautiful  villa  Lake  \  iew,  at  the  present  time 
♦  «wne'!  bv  (le«'ige  A.  I  laker  and  regarded  as  one 
of  tile  'ine^i  homes  on  Long  Island.  Mr.  Bald- 
win was  ail  a'cbitect  by  nature,  and  this  fact. 
C'>iipl«'d  with  bi^  refined  ta^^te  and  keen  appreci- 
iitinn  f.f  {]:>-  beautiful,  made  the  work  of  planniivj: 
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the  artistic  homes  for  which  he  bears  the  credit 
an  easy  and  enjoyable  task.  Of  the  eighteen 
houses  bordering  on  the  street  leading  from  the 
depot  to  the  home  now  occupied  by  his  widov/, 
^Ir.  F3a]dwin  built  all  but  one. 

His  political  views  placed  .Mr.  Baldwin  in  the 
Democratic  ranks,  and  as  a  reward  for  his  stanch 
support  of  its  princij>les  he  was  elected  by  his 
] partisans  treasurer  of  the  countv  of  Queens, 
which  positic/n  he  occupied  for  six  vears.  He 
\vas  also  made  an  assemblyman,  and  duriiii::  his 
term  of  office  did  both  himself  and  those  lie  rej)- 
resented  credit,  as  he  always  uj)held  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right  and  for  the  best  interests  of 
those  who  depended  upon  him. 

!Mav  9,  185S,  he  was  united- in  marriage  with 
^Jiss  Mar\  W.  WooiK  daughter  of  Stephen  W. 
Wood,  of  Newbridge,  an  old  and  highly  resoectOil 
family  that  had  made  Long  Island  their  home  for 
srenerations.       No   children   resulted    from    their 


union: 


I  AMES    F.  BISHOP. 


James  F.  Bishop,  who  is  filling  the  ])osition  of 
chief  clerk  in  the  department  of  j^ublic  buildings, 
lit^hting  and  supplies,  spends  the  summer  months 
at  Far  Rockaway.  where  he  has  a  beautiful  sum- 
mer home  and  with  the  improvement  of  this  j)lace 
he  is  actively  identified,  his  labors  already  ])roving 
of  much  benefit  in  the  uj)building  and  adornment. 

]Mr.  Bishop  was  born  in  the  Fourteenth  ward 
of  New  York  city.  July  ij.  i853-  Mi-^  father, 
Patrick  Bishop,  was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ire- 
land and  after  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  new- 
world  became  extensively  engaged  in  contract- 
incf,  carrying  on  a  large  business  until  his  death. 
which  occurred  in  1871.  In  the  public  schools  of 
New  York  the  son  obtained  his  education  anu 
when  he  had  put  aside  his  text-books  entered  ui)on 
his  business  career  and  for  twenty  years  was  con- 
nected with  steamer  navigation.  In  1888  he  was 
called  to  public  office,  being  appointed  secretary 
to  the  board  of  excise  commissioners  of  New 
York,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  two  terms, 
covering  a  period  of  six  years.  He  then  went  into 
the  contracting  business,  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected from   1895  until  1898,  w^hen  he  was  ap- 


pointed to  his  present  position  as  chief  clerk  in 
the  department  of  public  buildings,  lighting  and 
supplies.  He  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  belongs 
to  the  Tammanv  Societv  and  the  Democratic  Club. 
On  the  nth  of  January,  1888,  Mr.  Bishop  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Adams,  and 
three  sons  have  blessed  their  home,  Frank, 
(ieorge  and  James.  The  winter  home  of  the  fam- 
ily is  in  New  York  citv.  and  in  summer  thev  re- 
side  at  V'cW  Rockaway.  Mr.  Bishop  has  done 
mucli  for  its  improvement.  When  an  excessive 
toll  was  charged  for  the  privilege  of  crossing 
bridges,  Mr.  Bislioj)  and  his  partner,  John  F.  Cro- 
nis.  ran  launches  over  the  Rockaway  inlet  and 
thus  caused  tlic  bridge  owiiers  to  reduce  the  toll. 
Mr  was  chairman  of  die  committee  of  eleven  who 
voted  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  improve- 
ments for  Rockaway  so  that  the  village  would  be 
accei)ted  as  a  ])art  of  Oeater  New  York  at  the 
time  of  the  consolidation.  He  is  a  very  public 
s])irited  citizen,  actively  interested  in  all  measures 
ft  »r  the  general  good  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  village  have  been  very  beneficial.  Socially  he 
is  connected  with  the  Sangamon  Club  and  is  a 
gentleman  c^i  genial  nature,  cordial  disposition 
and  unffiiling  courtesy  who  makes  friends  where- 
ever  he  goes. 

JOIIX    MANN,  M.  D. 

I)r.  John  Mann,  now  a  successful  practitioner 
of  ( )ld  Westbiiry,  Nassau  county.  Long  Island, 
comes  from  New  Jersey  originally,  having  been 
born  at  Lutleton  on  March  21.  1858. 

His  father.  Tohn  T.  Mann,  was  born  in  Morris 
countv.  New  Jersey,  his  paternal  great-great- 
grandfather having  come  to  this  country  from 
Holland.  Our  subject's  father  John  T..  followed 
his  trade  as  car])enter,  of  which  he  was  a  thorough 
master  mechanic.  In  religious  faith  he  followed 
the  sim])le  teachings  of  the  peace-loving 
rriends. 

Our  subject's  education  was  acquired  in  the 
Instiitite  of  Hightstown,  New  Jersey :  there  he 
received  an  excellent  rudimentarv  and  elementary 
mental  training,  and  later  this  was  fortified  by  a 
course  at  the  medical  department  of  New  York 
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University,  from  which  institution  he  graduated 
in  1884.  Immediately  upon  receiving  his  degree, 
he  began  practice  on  his  own  account  at  Clinton- 
dale,  Ulster  county.  New  York,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  labor  for  four  years.  He  then  went  to  Jer- 
icho, Nassau  county,  and  from  there,  in  1897,  to 
Old  Westburv,  where  he  has  met  with  more  than 
ordinarv  success.  Dr.  Mann  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Queens 
and  Nassau  Medical  Societies,  the  Kings  County 
Medical  Society,  the  State  Medical  Societv,  to  the 
Academv  of  Medicine  of  New  York  Citv  and  As- 
sociated  Physicians  of  Long  Island. 

His  wife  was  Miss  Belle  Vandervoot,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Vandervoot,  of  Newark,  New  Jer- 
sey, whom  he  married  in  1885.  Their  four  living 
children  are  Mary,  Ransford,  John  and  James. 

Dr.  Mann's  popularity  as  a  competent  physi- 
cian is  a  growing  one,  and  while  having  already 
gained  considerable  prestige  through  his  suc- 
cessful handhng  of  many  difficult  and  complicated 
cases,  the  future  promises  greater  achievement 
and  even  more  pronounced  success  than  preceding 
}ears  have  developed. 

ERNEST  JOHRENS. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  August  30,  1864, 
the  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine  Johrens.  His 
early  education  was  acquired  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  land.  While  yet  a  lad  his  desire  for  new 
and  untried  fields  of  labor  grew  strong  within 
him.  and  following  his  inclination  young  Joh- 
rens came  to  this  country  in  the  year  1883,  locat- 
ing in  the  city  of  New  York.  Subsequently  he 
removed  to  Islip,  Long  Island,  where  he  spent 
four  years :  for  three  years  he  was  proprietor  of 
the  (irand  Central  Hotel,  which,  under  his  able 
management,  was  most  successful.  In  1889  he 
made  his  home  in  Mineola,  where  he  became  })ra- 
prietor  of  his  {^resent  house,  known  as  the  Johrens 
Hotel.  This  is  one  nf  the  most  commodious  and 
best  fitted  u])  hotels  in  Nassau  county,  if  not  on 
Loui^  Island,  and  is  centrally  locaterl  near  the  new 
court  house. 

Mr.    lohrens   was   married  at    Islip.    Tulv   21. 


1893,  ^o  Mary  Buchacek,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  Buchacek,  and  has  one  daughter,  Dor- 
othy, born  November  29,  1896. 

Jrle  is  a  member  of  Awixa  Lodge,  574,  I.  O. 
C\  F.  Mr.  Johrens  is  a  thoroughly  practical  hotel 
man,  pleasant  and  agreeable  to  his  patrons,  ever 
paying  the  strictest  personal  attention  to  their 
comfort.  His  peculiar  adaptability  for  the  busi- 
ness he  conducts  is  testified  to  by  tlie  patronage 
his  house  receives  from  the  best  class  of  the  travel- 
ing public. 

JOHN  LYON. 

John  Lyon,  an  attorney  at  law,  residing  and 
practicing  at  Rockville  Center,  Nassau  county,  is 
a  fine  type  of  the  energetic  young  class  of  Amer- 
icans who,  through  their  own  effort,  without  acl- 
vantit:ous  aid,  and  in  spite  of  obstacles,  acquire 
education  and  achieve  success  in  life. 

He  was  bom  January  27,  1857,  in  Dutchess 
county,  New  York.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, had  settled  there  when  quite  young,  and 
became  a  successful  farmer  and  a  highly  respected 
citizen ;  his  death  occurred  in  1898,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  >ears.  John  Lyon  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  neighborhood  schools  and  afterward  at- 
tended the  Albany  Normal  College.  He  added 
to  his  knowledge  through  private  study,  and 
served  acceptably  as  principal  of  the  school  at 
Garrison,  on  the  Hudson.  While  so  engaged  he 
won  a  free  scholarship  in  Cornell  L'^niversity, 
where  he  subsequently  completed  the  collegiate 
course,  and  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1883. 
The  mere  relation  of  the  latter  fact  would  ob- 
scure the  proper  view  of  the  life  of  the  young 
Uian.  He  was  of  necessity  unaided  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  an  education,  and  he  found  it  neces- 
sary in  order  to  defray  his  college  expenses,  to 
labor  in  the  harvest  field  in  summer,  and  to  per- 
form other  severe  manual  labor.  After  leaving 
college  he  studied  law  under  the  splendid  tutor- 
ship of  Jud:;e  Henry  M.  Taylor,  of  Poughkeepsie. 
who  in  admiration  of  his  diligence  and  ambition, 
took  a  fatherly  interest  in  him.  In  1885  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Brooklyn,  Long  Island. 
He  Vv-as  without  means  of  support  while  making 
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acquaintances  and  gathering  about  him  a  clientele, 

and  he  detennined  upon  school  teaching.     When 

lie    was  irrarUiated  from  Cornell  University  Dr. 

Andrew  D.  White,  then  ])resident  of  that  insti- 

tinion.  gave  him  a  letter  certifying  to  his  great 

dil licence  as  a  student,  and  strongly  recommend- 

iii<2r  him  as  in  every  way  well  (|ualified  to  teach. 

He   taught   sclux)!   for   six   years,   two  years  of 

which    was    previous    to    his    practicing    law    at 

Rock vi lie  Center,  with  such   success  as  to  fully 

iiistify    the   faith   of  his   college   preceptor,   and 

to     afford     assurance     that     he     would     have 

atlorned   the  profession   of  the   teacher   had   he 

continued  in  it.      He  then  began  the  practice  of 

his  profession,  in  which  he  has  proven  gratifying- 

ly  successful,  having  taken  an  excellent  i)osition 

3t  the  bar,  and  representing  as  an  attorney  many 

of  the   most  important  interests  in   Nassau  and 

adjoining  counties.      Having  never  ceased  to  be 

a  student,  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  term,  he 

is  making  constant  advancement,  and  has  a  bright 

future  before  him,  while  already  having  attained 

to  a  degree  of  success  w-hich  many  would  deem 

the  scope  of  their  ambition  or  ability. 

Mr.  Lyon  is  a  stockholder  in  various  land 
companies,  w-ith  which  he  holds  official  relations, 
and  he  is  in  various  other  ways  comiected  with 
important  affairs  connected  with  the  commercial 
and  soicial  Hfe  of  the  county  and  its  vicinage.  Tn 
1S93  he  was  the  first  president  of  the  village  of 
Rockville  Center,  and  was  president  of  the 
Queens  County  Bar  Association  for  two  terms — 
of  1898-99.  He  was  a  member  of  the  lx)ard  of 
education  for  several  years.  His  specialty  is  real 
estate  law  and  in  that  line  his  office  does  the  larg- 
est business  in  the  county. 

CHARI.ES  L.  WALLACE. 

Oiarles  L.  Wallace,  editor  of  the  "South  Side 
C)bserver"  of  Rockville  Center,  Long  Island,  was 
bom  in  Ponsonby,  Chitario,  December  13,  1855, 
a  son  t)f  Donald  and  Harriet  (Lasby)  Wallace. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  George  and  Mar- 
garet Wallace,  who  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and 
his  maternal  grandparents  were  Charles  and  Mary 
La<ihy,  natives  of  England.      Donald    Wallace, 


father  of  Charles  L.  Wallace,  was  torn  in  Ross- 
shire.  Scotland,  i'Vbruary  14,  1816.  from  whence 
he  emigrated  to  Caracas,  South  America,  and 
thence  to  Ontario,  and  he  snbsecpiently  removed 
to  Pasadena,  California.  He  was  a  farmer  bv  oc- 
cupation,  but  was  also  engaged  for  a  time  as  a 
manufacturing  chemist.  In  1838  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Lasby,  who  was  born 
in  London,  England,  in  1822 ;  nine  children  were 
born  to  them,  namely :  John  D.,  Lavinia  ^L, 
George.  Charles  L..  Albert  J.,  Francis  S.,  Ma- 
tilda H.,  Alexander  W,  and  Marv  A.  Wallace. 

Charles  L.  Wallace,  third  son  of  Donald  and 
Harriet  Wallace,  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  at  Rock- 
wood  Academy.  In  1873  ^^^  came  to  Rockville 
Center,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  printer,  and 
soon  possessed  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art. 
In  1875  ^1^  bought  an  interest  in  and  became  the 
editor  of  the  "South  Side  Observer,"  being  then 
but  nineteen  years  of  age.  the  youngest  editor  in 
New  York  state.  He  and  his  brother  George  still 
own  the  paper.  In  addition  to  this  work,  he  be- 
gan about  twenty  years  ago  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness in  Rockville  Center,  Freeport  and  vicinity; 
this  has  proven  very  successful,  and  he  has  been 
instrumental  in  locating  hundreds  of  families  in 
the  south  side  villaqres  between  Rockawav  and 
Rabylon.  He  has  also  sold  many  large  tracts  of 
land  to  companies,  and  it  was  through  his  efforts 
that  Randall  &  Miller,  who  have  built  up  Free- 
port,  came  to  invest  there.  He  established  the 
first  bank  at  l*^ar  Rockawav,  under  the  name  of 
Wallace,  Smith  &  Comjiany.  and  was  also  one  of 
the  organizers  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Rockville  Center  Bank  and  the  Freeport  Bank. 
He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Freeport 
Land  Company,  and  has  served  as  a  director  and 
as  one  of  the  executive  committee  from  its  be- 
ginning. 

Fraternallv  Mr.  Wallace  is  a  Mason  and  Odd 
Fellow.  He  was  a  charter  member  and  acted  as 
the  first  treasurer  of  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  of 
Freeport,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  of  the  Foresters,  and  the  Lincoln  Club: 
he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department.  Po- 
litically he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party : 
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he  has  never  sought  public  favor,  but  has  served 
for  a  number  of  years  on  the  school  board,  and 
has  been  an  examiner  of  the  state  regents  schcx)!. 
He  was  selected  as  one  of  the  building  committee 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Freeport, 
in  which  he  and  his  family  attend  divine  worship. 
October  i,  1879,  at  Merrick,  Long  Island,  Mr. 
W^allace  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emily 
E.  Smith,  daughter  of  Carman  Smith,  who  was 
born  on  the  ancestral  homestead  settled  by  the 
"Rock*'  Smith  family,  whose  first  representatives 
in  this  country  came  from  England  to  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  and  thence  to  Merrick  in  1654.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wallace  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Rov  Smith,  who  is  a  student  in  Harvard,  and 
Clyde  Carman,  who  is  attending  Pratt's  Insti- 
tute, Brooklvn. 

WILLIAM  H.  WILLETS. 

t 

William  H.  Willets,  of  New  York  and  Ros- 
lyn,  is  a  worthy  representative  (>f  one  of  the  old- 
est and  most  influential  families  of  Long  Island. 
The  many  members  of  this  family  are  well  known 
on  Long  Island,  and  widely  dispersed  through- 
out the  L'nited  States.  They  arc  descended  from 
Richard  Willets,  an  Englishman,  who  came  to 
this  countrv  about  \(\'^o  and  located  in  the  town 
of  Hempstead.  It  is  recorded  of  the  latter  that 
"he  was  a  man  of  most  exem|)lary  character  whose 
every  emotion  was  in  sympathy  with  his  fellows 
and  whose  life  was  an  exemplification  of  kind- 
ness, charity  and  benevolence.  His  religious  asso- 
ciations were  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  and 
throughout  his  life  he  was  looked  upon  by  the  ad- 
herents vA  that  faith  as  an  c'xam])k'  and  leader." 
The  '^N'ilU'ts  familv  of  ttvdav  is  recfardcd  as  con- 
si^trnily  kee])ing  the  same  faith  and  ])racticing 
the  virtues  of  their  anee>tors,  whom  history  con- 
nects with  aiding  many  i^ood  works,  such  as  af- 
fordinL*"  relii^^ious  mid  sclioo]  instruction  to  the 
Indian^,  and  in  f^iving  freed' »m  to  the  slaves. 
Thev  have  ever  l)een  ad\"eates  of  education,  and 
throuirji  their  lii)erph't\-  schools  have  l)een  aided, 
in  their  various  comnninities,  and  they  have  taken 
part  in  tin"  estahhshnient  of  >iich  higher  educa- 
tional institutions  as  Swarthniore  College. 


William  H.  Willets,  son  of  Robert  R.  Will- 
ets, was  born  in  New  York  city  in  1840.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Willets  &  Co.,  founded  in 
the  early  part  of  the  last  century  by  Robert  Will- 
ets and  his  brothers.  He  married  Martha  Taber, 
daughter  of  Samuel  T.  and  Catherine  (Hiller) 
Taber.  Their  only  child  is  a  daughter,  Katha- 
rine T.,  the  wife  of  Alfred  A.  Gardner,  a  lawyer 
of  Xew  York  citv. 

"The  Old  Brick,"  during  the  life  of  Samuel 
T.  Taber.  the  father  of  2^Irs.  William  H.  Willets, 
was  widelv  known  for  its  finelv  bred  Durham  cat- 
tie,  which  year  after  year  was  awarded  first 
i)rizes  at  local  and  countv  fairs.  The  house,  a 
substantial  structure  of  brick,  on  colonial  lines, 
was  built  in  1820.  On  its  lawns  are  uncommon 
specimens  of  rare  shrubs  and  trees  most  of  them 
selected  by  Samuel  T.  Taber,  who  was  an  accom- 
plished botanist  and  authority  on  the  flora  of 
Long  Island.  He  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Queens  County  Agricultural 
Society,  of  which  he  was  president  for  several 
years,  and  he  was  also  a  leader  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Xew  York  State  Agricultural  So- 
ciety. 

The  homestead  farm,  known  as  "The  (^Id 
P>rick,"  was  inherited  by  S.  Pheobe  T.  Willets, 
the  sister  of  Mrs.  William  H.  Willets,  "and  dur- 
ing her  ownership  has  acquired  a  reputation,  not 
only  for  the  superiority  of  Guernsey  cattle  bred 
here,  but  also  a  fine  strain  of  speedy  horses.  S. 
Phoebe  Taber  married  ^\■illiam  Willets  and  their 
children  are  three  sons,  S.  Taber,  Stephen  T.  and 
KolxTt  11.  Willets. 

HILBERT  P.  TiXGLEY,  :\1.  D. 

Hilbert  H.  Tingle v,  whose  excellent  attain- 
tnents  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  have  found 
recognition  by  his  a]^])ointment  to  various  impor- 
tant positions  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  is  a 
native  c)f  Canada,  born  in  Xew  Brunswick  ( )ct(V 
l)er  21,  18^5.  in  the  paternal  line  he  is  descended 
from  luighsli  ancestors  who  landed  at  Maiden. 
.M:!>saehusetts  in  n')35.  Members  of  the  family 
reni«>ve('  to  Xova  Scotia  in  1763,  and  one  served 
■inder  (reneral  Wolfe,  at  Queenstown,  while  an- 
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r»ther  served  'luring  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
taniily  was  noted  for  loni^evity,  and  of  the  chil- 
•  Iren  of  the  paternal  ^grandfather  of  Dr.  Tingley 
several  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  one 
was  a  centenarian.  One  of  the  s<mis  in  the  last 
iianiefl  family.  ( )]^i\  Tingley,  is  living  at  the  age  of 
:-ixty-6ve  years :  he  was  a  farmer,  and  a  man  of 
liigh  character,  a  deacon  in  the  Haptist  church. 
fie  and  his  wile,  Margaret  A.  Dohson,  were  both 
natives  of  Canada :  the  latter  died  at  the  early  age 
ai  twenty-eight  years.  To  them  were  born  four 
children:  Amasa,  who  lives  in  Monoton,  Xew 
IJninswick.  Canada:  Melbourne,  living  in  Sonora, 
California:  Minnie,  wife  of  Dr.  John  F.  Harvey, 
«>f  Boston,  Massachusetts  ;  and  Ililbert  15. .  of  Oce- 
anus  Post  Office,  Oueens  countv,  New  York. 

Hilbert  1>.  Tingley,  youngest  of  the  children 
al>ove  named,  was  left  motherless  when  he  was 
two  years  oi  .ige.  He  acquired  an  excellent  Kng- 
lish  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  after- 
w-ard  pursued  an  academical  course  in  a  prepara- 
lorv  school  connected  with  Kincfs  CnivV'rsilv,  at 
I'^rederlccon,  New  Brunswick.  He  then  taught 
school  for  two  years,  and  during  the  same  time 
studied  medicine  under  the  tutorshij)  of  the  latv' 
Dr.  \V.  P.  Bowser  (Of  l>rooklyn,  Xew  York)  and 
the  late  Dr.  D.  C.  Allen.  He  C(Mni)lete(l  his  medi- 
cal education  in  Baltimore  I'niversity  Medical 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  head 
of  his  class  in  1889.  Years  afterward  he  look  a 
post-gradur«te  course  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic 
Hospital,  and  graduated  in  1895. 

Dr.  Tingley  began  practice  in  Roxbury,  a 
5uburb  of  r>oston,  ^Fassachusetts,  and  was  en- 
^aj^ed  in  the  Baptist  Hospital,  a  portion  of  the 
lime  as  assistant  resident  physician.  After  Ix^ing 
thus  engaged  for  three  years,  in  1892  he  set  out 
on  a  visit  to  the  southern  and  western  states, 
which  consumed  about  nine  months.  In  March, 
1893,  he  located  at  Oceanus,  Long  Island,  which 
has  since  been  his  place  of  residence,  and  where 
he  has  achieved  great  success,  particularly  in  ob- 
stetrics and  diseases  of  children,  in  which  field 
he  displays  particular  aptitude.  While  busied 
with  a  large  and  constantly  extending  practice, 
he  also  gives  useful  ahd  devoted  attention  to  the 
duties  of  Iiis  position  as  attending  physician  of 
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St.  Malachv's  Home,  Rockawav  Park,  local  sur- 
geon  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  and  police  sur- 
geon at  ivockaway  Beach.  He  also  contem])lates 
the  establishment  of  an  emergency  hos])ital  on 
Rockaway  Beach.  He  is  a  well  regarded  mem- 
ber of  the  i^ueens  and  Xas.sau  C<nuities  Medical 
Societv.  His  fraternal  societv  relations  are  with 
( )lym])ia  Lodge,  F.  65:  A.  M.,  1^'ar  Rockaway,  Cor- 
inthian Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Ivanhoe  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  Mecca  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M. 
S.,  and  the  C.)rdcr  of  United  Workmen. 

In  1895  Dr.  Tingley  married  Miss  Addie 
Ruckcr,  daugiiter  of  Fielding  Rucker,  head  of  an 
old  and  prominent  family  of  ( leorgia,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Ahce,  was  born  of  the  union. 

JA^HlS.JOXIiS. 

\i  to  die  German  nation  Long  Island  is  in- 
debted tor  manv  of  her  best  citzens,  certainlv  the 
(ireeu  l>le  should  not  be  overla)ked.  The  pro- 
prietor o\  the  ever-poj)uIar  WtK)d  Road  House, 
for  example.  Mr.  James  [(^nes,  is  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, having  been  born  there  on  June  16,  i860. 
Although  Mr.  Jones'  scholastic  education  was 
limited,  nature  endowed  him  with  keen  intelli- 
iRMice.  a  fncultv  for  close  observance  of  men  and 
their  manners,  a  retentive  memory  and  s|)otless 
character;  and  with  these  his  battle  of  life  has 
been  a  successful  i)ne. 

I'or  the  first  twenty  years  of  his  life  he  re- 
mained in  his  father's  home,  following  stich  i)ur- 
suits  as  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  farmer's  son.  In  1870, 
iKnvever,  strong  and  lusty,  he  determined,  like 
so  mauv  venturesome  vouths,  to  seek  his  fortune 
in  the  new  world,  and  hither  he  came,  locating 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  a  coachman,  in  which  occupation  he  continued 
for  several  vears.  He  afterward  removed  to  New 
York,  where  he  followed  the  same  business.  Mr. 
Edwar-l  Morgan  of  Great  Neck,  Long  Island, 
next  secured  his  services.  In  1889  he  purchased 
a  piece  of  ground  from  Mr.  Morgan  and  erected 
thereon  a  house,  drawing  rental  therefrom. 

In  1892  Mr.  Jones,  to  his  own  delight  and  to 
the  pleasure  of  others,  was  able  to  build  the  Wood 
Road  Hotel,  and  other  buildings,  where  he  now 
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does  a  successful  business.  The  residents  of 
Great  Neck  largely  patronize  his  hostelry,  where 
they  find  comfort  and  careful  attention. 

February  14,  1887,  Mr.  Jones  was  married  to 
Mary,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Catherine  Mor- 
ris, of  county  Kerry,  Ireland,  to  whom  were  bom 
Edward,  Mary,  Annie,  and  James.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Besides  being  popular  as  a  boniface  Mr.  Jones 
is  highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen,  taking,  as  he  does, 
an  active  interest  in  all  movements  looking  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  dwells. 
His  parents  were  Patrick  and  Hannah  Jones, 
whose  bones  lie  beneath  the  sod  of  their  native 
land. 

WILBUR   R.  LEWIS. 

Wilbur  R.  Lewis,  a  prominent  citizen  resid- 
ing at  Westbury  Station,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  June  15,  1846.  On  his  fa- 
ther's side  Mr.  Lewis  is  of  Welsh  descent;  his 
father,  Epenetus  Lewis,  was  a  builder,  who  car- 
ried on  business  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn  up  to  the 
year  1851,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  at  West- 
bury  Station  now  occupied  by  his  son,  Wilbur  R. ; 
in  politics  Mr.  Epenetus  Lewis  was  a  staunch 
Democrat  and  in  his  religious  belief  favored  the 
doctrines  advanced  by  the  Methodist  church.  His 
wife  was  Sarah  Rogers,  (laughter  of  Joshua  Rog- 
ers, Vvho  was  a  sea-faring  man  in  his  early  days, 
with  his  home  on  Long  Island,  but  afterward  en- 
gaged in  the  coal  business  in  I^rooklyn,  New 
York.  Sarah  (Rogers)  Lewis  died  in  1847,  ^"^ 
year  after  the  birth  of  our  subject.  Her  husband 
survived  her  for  many  years,  dying  in  1886. 
They  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  arc  still 
living,  vrz. :  Deziah  R.,  wife  of  E.  B.  Fish,  of 
Bcllmore,  Long  Inland ;  Joshua  R.,  a  resident  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 

Wiihiir  R.  Lewis  after  conii)leting  his  educa- 
tion, vvliich  Vv'as  acquired  in  the  ])ul)lic  scIk^oIs, 
followed  mercantile  lines  of  business  for  some 
time,  but  since  the  year  1876  he  has  combined 
milk  and  truck  farming  with  mercantile  pursuits: 
he  owns  liftv  ncres  of  farm  land  which  he  has 
made  yield  ahnndantlv  and  ])r()rilal)ly.     Like  his 


father,  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  good  Democrat,  and  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  interest  he  has  taken  in 
public  affairs  he  was  made  assessor,  which  posi- 
tion he  filled  for  six  years.  Besides  this  he  has 
for  many  years  been  trustee  of  the  public  school, 
and  in  his  church  relations,  too,  he  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  work,  and  occupies  the  hon- 
orable positions  of  trustee  and  steward. 

Mr.  Lewis  has  been  married  twice;  his  first 
wife  was  Emma  Geidner,  of  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  died  in  1872.  His  second  wife  is 
Hester  A.  Vaneman,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  whom  he  had  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living,  Mary  V.,  wife  of  I.  L.  Griffin; 
Sarah  R. ;  Willetta  H. ;  Hester  A. ;  and  Helen  M. 
Mr.  Lewis  is  a  man  of  excellent  standing  in  his 
community,  and  richly  deserves  the  good  feeling 
of  his  fellow -citizens.  He  is  a  man  of  honorable 
and  upright  character,  and  treats  all  men  justly 
and  fairly ;  in  his  public  capacity  he  exerted  his 
influence  conscientiously  and  wisely,  thus  win- 
ning his  way  to  the  hearts  of  men  in  the  truest 
and  best  wav. 

WILLIAM    J.  BURNS,  ^L  D. 

Dr.  William  J.  Burns,  residing  at  Seacliff,  is 
favorably  known  throughout  Nassau  and  adjoin- 
ing counties  for  his  excellent  professional  attain- 
ments and  for  his  high  character  as  an  exemplary 
and  public  spirited  citizen.  He  was  born  Janu- 
ary 7,  1859.  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  His  fa- 
ther, William  S.  Burns,  was  a  native  of  Liver- 
pool, England;  his  family  was  well  connected, 
and  one  of  its  members  held  a  commission  in  the 
British  arm  v.  William  S.  Burns  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1851,  locating  in  the  city  where 
his  son  was  born,  and  'where  he  engaged  in  the 
dry  goods  business.  In  1870  he  removed  to 
Br(:K>klyn,  where  he  is  yet  living. 

Wdliam  J.  Burns  ac(|uircd  a  liberal  education, 
attending  in  turn  the  public  schools  in  Brooklyn, 
Rutgers  College  in  Xcw^  Brunswick,  New  Jersey, 
and  the  Polvtechnic  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  Long" 
Island.  He  studied  medicine  at  Bellevue  Hos- 
])ital  Medical  C'ollege,  and  was  graduated  from 
that  institution   in    1882.     For  some  time  after- 
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ward  he  was  connected  with  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital and  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  New  Yory  city, 
where  he  rendered  efficient  service,  at  the  same 
time  adding  to  his  professional  knowledge 
through  his  practice  and  observation.  In  1884  he 
entered  upon  practice  at  Roseland,  Long  Island, 
removing  thence  in  1892  to  Seacliff,  which  has 
since  been  his  place  of  residence  and  the  central 
point  of  his  professional  labor.  In  addition  to  his 
personal  duties  as  physician,  he  gives  conscien- 
tious attention  to  those  devolving  upon  him  in  the 
capacity  of  health  officer  to  the  town  of  Oyster 
Bay,  and  to  the  village  of  .Seacliff.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  brotherhood  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in 
politics  his  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

In  1883  Dr.  Burns  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet L.  Keap,  daughter  of  George  Keap.  Of 
this  marriage  have  been  born  seven  children : 
Mary  L.,  William  S.,  Maud  W.,  Alice  E.,  Do- 
rothy, Kenice,  and  Sarah  G.  Bums.  The  family 
are  highly  regarded  in  the  community,  and  their 
home  is  a  favorite  visiting  spot  with  a  large  circle 
of  friends. 

PHILIP    J.  MILLER. 

Philip  J.  Miller,  of  New  Hyde  Park,  has  been 
tor  many  years  past  one  of  the  most  active  and  en- 
terprising business  men  of  Nassau  county,  his  act- 
tivities  covering  a  wide  field,  and  bringing  him 
into  contact  with  a  large  class  of  the  general  public. 
Of  foreign  birth,  he  came  to  the  United  States  a 
mature  young  man,  with  education  and  business 
experience  amply  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  bear 
himself  creditablv  and  successfullv  in  his  new  en- 
vironment. 

Mr.  Miller  was  bom  November  23,  1842,  in 
Xasj^u,  Germany,  and  received  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion at  Frankfort-on-the-Main.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  vears  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  tinsmith 
for  a  term  of  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  ho  passed  another  four  years  as  a  journey- 
man, working  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe. 
In  1866,  being  then  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he 
caine  to  New  York  city,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  for  one  year.    In  1867,  in  company  with  J. 


C.  Christ,  a  native  of  his  own  birthplace,  he  re- 
moved to  New  Hyde  Park,  on  Long  Island, 
where  they  erected  a  building  and  established  the 
Hyde  Park  Hotel,  and  a  general  store  in  connec- 
tion therewith.  The  partnership  was  terminated 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Christ  in  1885,  after  which 
event  Mr.  Miller  continued  in  business  alone. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  record  of 
enterprise  and  progress  from  his  first  coming  to 
Nassau  county.  In  1871,  through  the  allied  effort 
of  himself  and  ]Mr.  Christ,  after  three  years'  labor, 
a  Dostofficc  was  established  at  New  Hvde  Park. 
Mr.  Christ  was  the  first  postmaster,  and  Mr.  Mil- 
ler was  his  assistant,  succeeding  him  after  his 
death,  and  occupying  the  office  to  the  present  time, 
making  a  continuous  postoffice  service  of  forty 
years,  and  a  service  of  thirty  years  as  postmaster. 
In  1888  Mr.  ■Miller  retired  from  the  mercantile 
business,  erecting  a  new  store  building  which  he 
rented  out.  He  continued,  however,  to  transact  a 
considerable  real  estate  business,  as  he  vet  does 
in  connection  with  his  own  property  and  as  repre- 
senting others,  and  he  has  continuously  acted  as 
notary  public  from  1886,  when  he  was  first  ap- 
])ointed.  He  has  also  frequently  acted  as  auction- 
eer, a  line  for  which  he  has  marked  abilitv.  A  stir- 
ring  enterprising  citizen,  he  has  during  his  entire 
residence  in  New  Hyde  Park,  been  active  in  pro- 
moting the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  it  was. 
largely  through  his  instrumentality  that  the  school 
edifice  was  erected  and  the  railwav  station  was  es- 
tablished. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  aided  lib- 
erally in  building  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
in  New  Hyde  Park ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  P.enevolent  Legion.  He  is  a  charter 
member  of  Shield  of  Honor  Lodge  No.  3,  at  New 
Hyde  Park,  New  York,  in  which  he  was  grand 
senior  master,  recording  secretary  since  1888,  and 
district  deputy  senior  master  since. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Mrs.  Ro- 
siiia  C^irist.  widow  of  his  former  business  partner. 
Her  children  by  the  former  marriage  were  Anna, 
wife  of  Dr.  G.  A.  Fcnsterer,  of  Floral  Park :  Eliz- 
abeth, who  resides  with  her  mother;  and  Philip 
J.  The  latter,  who  was  named  for  him  who  be- 
came his  stc]) father,  was    born    in    New  Hyde 
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Park,  in  1870,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
local  schools  and  at  Jamaica.  He  is  a  man  of  ex- 
cellent business  ability,  and  for  many  years  has 
served  as  assistant  postmaster,  and  town  and 
school  tax  collector.  Like  Mr.  Miller,  he  is  an 
active  and  influential  Democrat,  and  in  190 1  was 
a  candidate  for  the  legislature  from  the  Third 
Assembly  district,  but  was  defeated.  In  1899  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Gottsh,  of  Brooklvn, 
and  a  son,  Marcus,  was  born  of  the  union. 

In  1902,  Mr.  Miller  sold  his  hotel  and  Philip 
J.  Christ  purchased  the  business  of  the  L.  N. 
Baylis  Seed  C  ompany,  which  he  conducts  in  con- 
nection with  the  coal,  livery  and  farming  imple- 
ment business. 

HARRY  MUNSON. 

Harry  Munson,  who  is  now  livinc:  a  retired 
life  in  the  villa,c;e  of  ^Munson,  Nassau  county,  wa*^ 
born  in  Xew  York  city  December  16,  1840.  His 
father,  Harry  !Munson,  was  a  representative  of 
one  of  tlie  old  families  of  Staten  Island  and  for 
!iiany  years  engaged  in  the  oyster  business,  bein.:^ 
one  of  the  original  planters  of  oysters  in  the  coun- 
tv.  He  was  widelv  known  for  his  intemlv  and 
his  close  adiurence  to  tlie  golden  rule,  which  ho 
made  the  standard  of  conduct.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  December,  1886.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  \nn  Noble,  was  a 
dangliter  of  John  Noble,  of  New  York  city  and 
died  in  uS/Ci,  je<jving  ten  chiklren. 

Mr.  Munson,  whose  name  introduces  lliis  re- 
view, pursued  his  education  in  the  schools  oi 
New  York  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  entered  upon 
iiis  business  career  in  the  capacity  of  clerk.  When 
twenty  years  (A  age,  however,  he  ])ut  aside  all 
business  and  personal  considerations  in  order  to 
aid  in  the  defense  of  the  Union,  enlisting  on  the 
28th  of  May,  i86i,  as  a  member  of  Bartlett's 
Naval  Brigade  in  New  York  city,  which  com- 
mand afterward  became  the  Ninet\ -ninth  Regi- 
ment of  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was 
twice  wounded,  participated  in  many  important 
engagements  and  served  for  three  years  and  six 
weeks,  at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  re- 
ceived an  honorable  discharge.      The  regiment 


went  out  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty  strong  but 
returned  with  onlv  one  hundred  and  fortv-nine 
of  its  original  members,  showing  how  severe  must 
have  been  its  service. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  aid 
Mr.  Munson  returned  to  the  north  and  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  was  engaged  in  the  advertising 
business.  He  made  this  a  verv  extensive  and 
profitable  enterprise  and  became  known  as  a  bill 
poster  tliroughout  the  United  States.  His  busi- 
ness grew  in  volume  and  importance  until  it  had 
assumed  extensive  proportions,  and  at  length 
with  a  handsome  competency  he  retired  to  private 
iife,  bringing  his  business  to  a  close  on  the  ist 
of  December,  1900.  The  following  year  he  pur- 
chased a  farir.  here.  The  village  was  then  known 
as  \Vashington  Four  Comers,  but  out  of  compli- 
ment to  him  his  neighbors  changed  the  name  to 
Munson. 

Mr.  Munson  is  a  valued  member  of  many  fra- 
ternal and  social  organizations.  He  belongs  to 
the  various  Masonic  bodies  and  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
to  the  ]*enevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
to  the  Sagamore,  to  the  Chosen  Friends  Society, 
the  Letrion  '»f  Honor,  the  Biscavne  Bav  Yacht 
Club,  the  Ilcmi)stead  Yacht  Club,  the  Democratic 
Club  and  Tammany  Society.  In  June,  1871,  Mr. 
Munson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucv  IT. 
Howell,  a  daucfliter  of  John  Howell,  and  they  hav-j 
one  child,  Lucy.  Mr.  ]\lunson  has  led  an  active 
life  and  lias  ever  been  as  loyal  10  his  duties  of  citi- 
zenship and  in  all  other  relations  of  life  as  when, 
wearing  the  blue  uniform  of  the  soldier,  he  fought 
fc^r  the  Union  on  southern  battlefields. 

WALTER    MOTT   JONES. 

Cold  Spring  Harbor,  whose  waters  flow 
through  Oyster  Bay  into  Long  Island  Sound, 
gives  its  name  to  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  on 
I-ong  Island.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  whaling 
outfitting  points,  and  was  for  many  years  a  port 
of  entry.  With  it  is  indelibly  associated  the  name 
of  the  Jones  family,  whose  members  through  the 
various  generations  down  to  the  present  time 
have  been  active  in  all  descriptions  of  commercial 
and  public  affairs. 
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When  King  James  II  of  England  met  with 
clcfeat  on  the  battle  fieUl.  and  was  dethroned,  one 
of  his  officers,  Major  Tliomas  Jones,  who.  was 
then  engaged  in  privateering  imder  letters-of- 
niarqiie  from  his  Royal  master,  left  his  estates  in 
Strabane.  Ireland,  whither  he  had  removed  from 
\\ales,  and  landed  in  Rhode  Island  in  irK;2-3. 
In  R195  he  removed  to  Oyster  l>ay.  Long  Island, 
and  married  Freelove.  daughter  of  Captain 
Thomas  Townsend,  and  June  i^th  of  that  year  he 
received  from  his  father-in-law  a  deed  for  a  large 
tract  of  land  on  Fort  Neck,  at  South  ( )yster  Day, 
where  he  erected  a  brick  house,  the  first  of  its 
kind  in  that  part  of  Long  Island.  This  house  be- 
came an  object  of  great  interest,  and  for  many 
years  after  was  known  as  the  "Old  Urick  House." 
He  removed  there  in  jCyjC)  and  became  a  noted 
man  in  the  land  of  his  adoption.  He  filled  many 
positions  of  note,  among  which  we  might  name 
that  of  Ranger  General  of  the  Island  of  Nassau 
(now  Long  Island)  and  Major  of  the  Oueens 
Coimty  Regiment.  He  died  there  in  17 13,  leav- 
ing six  children. 

The  family  name  was  perpetuated  through 
his  youngest  son  William,  who  reared  a  familv  of 
fifteen  children,  of  whom  all  but  one  attained  their 
majority  and  left  descendants.  He  married 
F*hebe,  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Jackson,  and 
two  of  his  sons,  viz.:  John,  born  in  1753,  and 
Walter,  born  in  1757,  settled  in  Cold  Spring  Har- 
bor about  1800.  where  they  and  their  children  be- 
caine  qtiite  prominent  in  local  affairs. 

John  H.  Jones,  born  in  1785,  and  the  son  of 
the  John  above  mentioned,  married  Loretta. 
daughter  of  Judge  Divine  Hewlett,  of  Cold  Spring 
Harlxjr.  He  was  a  strong  character  and  tiiost 
cnten^r;sing  man.  In  his  early  days  he  was  en- 
ga^fed  in  the  outfitting  of  whaling  vessels  and  in 
the  manufacturing  of  woolen  goods.  His  large 
agricultural  interests  and  management  of  a  gen- 
eral country  store,  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  that 
part  of  the  Island,  brought  him  very  prominently 
before  the  public.  He  left  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren. Three  of  his  sons,  viz. :  John  D.,  Town- 
send  and  Waller  R.  T.,  became  prominentlv  and 
largely  identified  with  the  commercial  interests 
of  XewTork  city,  the  former  named  as  president 


of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Marine  Insurance  Com- 
pany, anil  the  latter  as  an  adjuster  of  marine 
losses.  Townsend  became  a  well  known  auc- 
tioneer and  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  dry 
goods  auction  houses  of  his  day.  Two  other  sons 
of  John  H.  Jones,  viz.:  Samuel  A.  and  William 
E.,  were  more  largely  interested  in  their  native 
town  than  any  of  their  brothers.  During  their 
younger  days  they  aided  their  father  in  all  of  his 
widespread  enteri)rises,  and,  after  the  latter's 
death,  jointly  carried  them  on  successfully  for 
Uiany  years.  This,  with  large  agricultural  inter- 
ests and  the  buildmg  and  running  of  several  coast- 
ing vessels  and  flouring  mills,  brought  them 
prominently  before  the  public. 

Sanuiel  A.  Jones,  the  eldest  of  the  two  broth- 
ers last  naMied,  inherited  the  strong  characteristics 
of  liis  father.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  re- 
cruiting officer  on  Long  Island,  and  for  upwards 
of  thirty  years  was  postmaster  at  Cold  Spring 
Harbor.  He  was  an  active  member  of  St.  John's 
Protestant  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  served 
as  vestrynian  for  many  years.  His  wife,  who  was 
equally  active  in  the  church  work  of  the  parish, 
was  a  I  laughter  of  James  W.  Mott,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Great  Neck,  Long  Island.  He  died  Oc- 
tober 4,  1901,  in  tlie  eighty-first  year  of  his  age, 
leaving  issue  Jolin  H.,  Walter  Mott,  Abbie  E.  and 
]\lary  K.  Jones,  who  died  young. 

John  H.  Jones,  the  eldest  child  of  Samuel  A. 
Jones,  was  born  in  Cc^ld  Spring  Harl)or,  Decem- 
ber 2j,  1831.  He  began  his  education  in  the 
sch(M)ls  of  his  native  town  and  completed  an  ac- 
ademical course  in  Colonel  Marlborough  Church- 
hill's  Military  Aca<lemy  at  Sing  Sing,  New  York. 
In  18CK7  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  uncle, 
Townsend  Tones,  the  then  senor  member  of  the 
auction  house  of  Jones,  I'nderhill  &  Scudder,  and 
remained  in  their  and  their  successor's  employ 
for  over  thirty  years,  or  until  1901,  when,  a 
change  oi  partnership  taking  place,  he  became  an 
active  member  of  the  new  concern.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  church  of  the  forefathers, 
and  he  is  a  vestryman  of  the  same  church  as  was 
his  father.  His  first  wife  was  Xora.  a  daughter 
of  Henry  G.  Scudder,  of  Huntington.  Long  Isl- 
and, bv  whom  he  had  no  issue.     He  married  as 
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his  second  wife  Helen  Folsom  Baker,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  E.  Folsom  Baker,  for  manv  vears  rector 
of  St.  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  Cold 
Spring  Harbor,  with  which  the  Jones  family  has 
been  identified  from  the  day  of  its  incorporation. 

Waller  Mott  Jones,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  voun2:est  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Marv  E. 
(Mott)  Jones,  was  born  in  Cold  Spring  Harbor, 
September  6,  1854.  His  early  education  was 
identical  with  that  of  his  elder  brother,  John  H. 
i\t  an  early  age  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  At- 
lantic ]^lutual  Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Xew 
York  citv,  and  had  faithfully  and  honorably  dis- 
charged  the  duties  of  various  positions  in  that  com- 
pany when  an  early  death  cut  short  a  career  of  un- 
tiring energy  and  devotion  in  all  his  business  and 
family  relations.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  February  7,  1902,  he  was,  and  had 
been  for  several  years  the  acting  secretary  of  the 
company,  the  duties  of  which  office  devolved 
upon  ]\lr.  Jones  during  the  long  illness  of  the  sec- 
retary, who  resigned  his  office  just  before  Mr. 
Jones'  death. 

Mr.  Jones  married  Ellen  S.  Van  Clccf,  daugh- 
ter of  James  Spencer  Van  Clecf ,  a  prominent  law- 
yer of  Poughkeepsie,  Xew  York,  and  his  wife 
Harriet  Howell,  of  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island. 
He  left  issue,  Walter  Rysam  Jones,  born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1887,  Elizabeth  Van  Cleef,  I^sther  Mott, 
and  Harriet  Howell,  who  died  in  infancy.  He  re- 
sided during  the  winter  months  in  Xew  York  city, 
but  during  the  summer  months  he  and  his  family 
made  their  residence  at  Cold  Spring  Harbor, 
where  he  had  built  a  house  near  that  of  his 
fathers. 

William  E.  Jones,  son  of  John  H.  and  Lo- 
retta  (Hewlett)  Jones  (before  named),  was  born 
April  9,  1824.  He  married  Sarah  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Jacob  C.  Hewlett,  of  Cold  Spring 
Harbor,  Eong  Island,  and  died  January  20,  1890. 
He  left  issue  five  children,  viz. :  Alice,  Sarah  E., 
Florence  L.,  Harriet  A.  and  one  son,  W'illiam  E., 
born  Xovcmber  10,  1869.  Like  his  brothers,  he 
received  his  early  education  from  the  schools  of 
his  native  town.  In  early  life  he  went  to  Xew 
York  as  a  clerk,  but  soon  returned  to  his  native 
place,  and  through  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 


closely  associated  with  his  brother,  Samuel  A., 
in  various  business  enterprises.  He  was  a  man 
of  warm  heart  and  genial  disposition,  and  was  be- 
loved by  all  who  knew  him.  As  a  churchman  he 
was  devout  and  constant,  and  for  many  years  was 
vestryman  and  clerk  of  the  vestry  of  St.  John's 
Protestant  Episcopal  church.  His  only  son,  Will- 
iam E.,  born  N^ovember  10,  1869,  ^^w  resides  in 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father  and  is  a  well 
known  real-estate  broker  of  that  place. 

Charles  H.  Jones  (bom  1804,  died  1882),  the 
youngest  child  and  son  of  John  Jones,  and  grand- 
son of  William  and  Phebe  (Jackson)  Jones,  also 
resided  at  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  where  he  was  an 
extensive  land  owner.  He  also  owned  large  brick 
yards  at  that  place,  and  in  other  parts  of  this  state. 
His  only  son  dying  without  issue,  the  descent  in 
the  male  line  became  extinct,  but  his  only  surviv- 
ing child  and  daughter,  Mary  E.,  who  later  mar- 
ried Dr.  Oliver  Livingston  Jones,  has  several  sons 
and  daughters,  thereby  restoring  the  name  in  the 
male  line  of  this  branch  of  the  family. 

STEPHEN    T.  RUSHMORE. 

Stephen  T.  Rushmore,  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  Roslyn,  Xorth  Hempstead,  I-ong  Island,  was 
born  at  Wheatley  September  7,  1849.  He  was  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Valentine)  Rushmore. 
Thomas  Rushmore,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Wheatlev,  Xassau  county,  Xew  York, 
where  he  lived  up  to  the  time  of  purchasing  the 
farm  now  occujMed  by  his  son,  S.  T.,  to  which  he 
removed  on  Tebruary  19, 1855.  He  died  in  April, 
1877.  His  wife  was  Jane,  daughter  of  Oliver 
Valentine,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Westburv :  she 
departed  this  life  January  11,  1896,  leaving  two 
children,  of  whom  Stephen  T.  is  the  only  survivor. 
The  latter  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  of 
X'^assau  county,  where  he  gained  sufficient  knowl- 
edge to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  pursuits  as  :i 
farmer  in  a  practical  and  even  scientific  manner. 
The  love  for  the  life  of  a  farmer  was  inborn  in 
his  very  nature,  as  for  generations  his  forefathers 
had  been  tillers  of  the  soil.  His  grandfather, 
Stephen  Rushmore,  was  the  owner  of  considera- 
ble farm  land,  and  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
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most  successful  agriculturists  of  his  day.  The 
farm  now  operated  by  Stephen  T.  Rushrnore  con- 
sists of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  acres  of  well 
cultivated  land. 

Xoveniber  13,  1880,  Mr.  Rushrnore  married 
!Miss  Addie,  daughter  of  Henry  P.  Halstead,  and 
thev  have  four  children :  Thomas  H.,  born  Octo- 
ber  9,  1880;  Halstead,  born  November  8,  1881 ; 
Leon,  born  August  20,  1883 :  and  Byron,  born 
November  r,  1887.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Societv  of  Friends. 

F.  W.    FIELDING. 

Among  the  younger  class  of  practicing  law- 
vers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  few  enjoy  such  rep- 
utation for  legal  attainments  anrl  for  connection 
with  litigation  of  luuisual  importance  as  does 
F.  W.  Fielding,  who  makes  his  residence  at  Rock- 
ville  Center.  Nassau  count  v. 

^!r.  Fielding  was  born  September  24,  1863, 
son  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Cavanaugh) 
Fielding.  The  father  was  born  in  the  north  of 
Ireland,  and  came  to  the  Ignited  States  with  his 
parents  when  he  was  but  one  year  old.  He  was  a 
coppersmith  by  trade,  and  afterward  ])ccame  a 
street  car  manufacturer  in  New  York.  lie  was  ati 
orig'inal  member  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Eie;iiteenth  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Brooklyn.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason,  and  a  most 
exemplary  man.  He  died  in  1866,  and  his  widow 
15  yet  living.  He  was  twice  married,  and  was  the 
father  of  fourteen  children. 

Mr.  Fielding  received  an  excellent  education 
in  the  local  schools,  and  his  literarv  tastes  and 
studious  habits  have  enabled  him  to  add  largely 
to  the  knowledge  he  derived  from  his*  text-books. 
He  pursued  his  law  studies  in  the  Columbia  Col- 
leg^e  Law  School,  and  he  was  graduated  from  that 
institution  in  1890.  Prior  to  this,  however,  he 
had  read  law  with  Colonel  W.  C.  Beecher,  son 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  and  was  his 
managing  clerk  for  two  years.  On  being  admit- 
ted to  the  bar,  he  at  once  entered  upon  a  general 
practice  in  New  York  city,  which  has  constantly 
broadened  in  volume  and  scope,  and  in  which  he 
has  acquitted  himself  so  creditably  as  to  challenge 


the  admiration  of  many  of  the  older  practitioners. 
Among  the  notable  cases  which  he  has  had  in 
charge  was  one  which  came  before  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States,  where  his  contention 
was  sustained,  and  the  Chinese  exclusion  act  was 
declared  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Fielding  was  married,  June  19.  1890,  to 
Miss  Harriet  J.  Corrigan,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Corrigan.  a  well  known  and  enterprising  builder 
in  IJri'oklyn.  The  children  born  of  the  marriage 
wove  Mildred,  Dorothy  ]\I.,  Helen  A.  and  Grace 
A.  r'ielding.  In  i8(;8  he  tcxik  up  his  residence  in  ' 
Rockvillc  Center.  Witli  his  wife,  he  is  a  member 
of  St.  Mark's  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  that 
place.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  its  principles  and 
])oHcies. 

(;i':ORGK    WASHINGTON    SMITH. 

George  W.  Smith,  president  of  the  village  of 
Rockvillc  Center,  Nassau  county,  Long  Island, 
who  has  aided  largely  in  the  promotion  of  the  in- 
terests of  that  place  and  vicinity,  is  descended 
from  ancestors  who  emigrated  from  Holland  in 
1680,  and  who^  successors,  in  their  various  gen- 
(Tations,  have  borne  a  full  share  in  the  upbuilding 
of  civil  institutions. 

He  was  born  in  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1840,  son  of  Benjamin  T.  and  Caroline 
(Carmen)  Smith.  The  father  was  a  man  of  ex- 
eniplarx  character  and  excellent  business  qualifi- 
cations, and  served  the  people  most  usefully  in 
various  important  positions.  He  was  a  justice  of 
the  i)eace  for  a  nuinber  of  years,  and  for  ten  years 
he  was  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Hempstead. 
By  occui)ation  he  was  a  lumber  dealer. 

George  W.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town.  Early  in  his  young 
manhood  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and 
he  relinquished  this  about  twenty  years  ago  to 
become  associated  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Wainwright, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Wainwright  &  Smith,  in 
the  establishment  of  a  hotel,  restaurant  and  bath- 
ing house  at  Rockaway  Beach — the  largest  busi- 
ness of  its  class  at  that  far-famed  resort,  and  sur- 
passing in  extent  any  similar  establishment   in 
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tlie  United  States.  This  has  been  conducted  with 
entire  regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  recreation  seek- 
ing public,  and  enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  for 
its  entire  freedom  from  those  objectionable  fea- 
tures which  so  often  offend  the  sensibilities  of 
the  better  class  of  people  at  seashore  resorts. 

Mr.  Smith  has  during  nearly  all  his  active  life 
been  largely  occupied  with  duties  of  a  public  na- 
ture, and  he  has  brought  to  their  discharge  a  de- 
cree of  ability  and  public  spirit  which  mark  him 
as  a  pre-eminently  useful  man.  In  1863,  when 
but-  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  of  Hemp- 
stead, and  he  served  most  acceptably  in 
that  position  for  two  years.  In  1866  he  was 
elected  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Hempstead,  and 
for  an  equal  period  he  acquitted  himself  most 
creditably  in  that  position.  He  was  among  the 
foremost  in  projecting  the  creation  of  the  new 
countv  of  Nassau,  and  he  labored  industriously 
in  carrying  that  project  to  its  consummation,  in 
face  of  what  appeared  to  be  almost  insuperable 
opposition.  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  president 
of  the  village  of  Rockvillc  Center,  and  in  that 
position  h^s  indefatigable  effort  has  found  its  re- 
ward in  the  large  development  of  the  municipal- 
it}  and  in  the  warm  a])])roval  of  its  peo]>le  whose 
mterests  he  has  served  so  well. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  ni'Miiber  of  Massapecjua  Lodge. 
F.  and  A.  ?'I..  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

THr)MAS  A.  .\lc\VHI\XEY. 

Cn\Q  of  the  most  prominent  and  iniluential  cit- 
izens of  Oucens  county  is  Thomas  A.  McW'hin- 
nev,  who  is  serving  as  ])()stmaster  of  Lawrence 
and  is  actively  associated  with  many  interests  of 
benefit  to  the  village,  lie  was  born  in  Brooklyn. 
V'e])ruary  25,  iSfq,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Mc- 
W'hinney.  who  was  i)<>rn  at  Castle  Dawson  in  the 
north  of  Ireland.  Tn  1841  the  latter,  believing  that 
he  would  have  better  business  o])p()rtunities  in 
the  new  world,  came  to  the  I'nited  States,  locat- 
ing in  lirooklyn,  where  he  was  engaged  in  team- 
in  ix  for  twentv-six  vears. 

In  the  local  schools  of  his  native  city  Thomas 
A.  Mc\\'hinne\   olnained  his  t'ducation  and  then 


learned  the  plumber's  trade,  mastering  every  de- 
partment of  the  busmess  and  becoming  an  expert 
workman.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began 
business  on  his  own  account.  He  was  in  the  build- 
ing business  until  1891,  when  he  removed  from 
Brookl}n  to  Lawrence  and  established  a  plumbing 
business,  which  he  conducted  until  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  war  with  Spain.  His  patriotic  spirit 
•  was  aroused  and  he  at  once  enlisted  in  the  United 
States  service  as  a  member  of  the  Fortv-seventh 
Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers,  having  been 
a  member  of  that  organization  for  ten  years  when 
it  formed  a  part  of  the  New  York  National  Guard. 
The  command  was  sent  to  Porto  Rico,  and  in  Oc- 
tober, 1898,  he  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant by  President  McKinley.  He  was  quarter- 
master and  in  command  of  this  port  while  in  Porter 
Rico,  and  on  the  31st  of  March,  1899,  he  was  mus- 
tered out,  the  war  having  been  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful terjiiination  for  the  American  arms.  The 
day  after  he  was  mustered  out  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Lawrence  and  has  since  served  in 
that  position,  giving  excellent  satisfaction  by  the 
prompt  and.  capable  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charges his  duties. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  McWhinney 
has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes 
deep  interest  in  the  v.elfare of  the  party,  its  growth 
and  upbuilding.  He  served  as  state  committee- 
man in  1888-89  for  the  third  congressional  dis- 
trict of  Ilrooklyn.  Prior  to  the  Spanish-Ameri- 
can war  he  was  a  fire  commissioner  at  Lawrence 
and  after  his  return  was  elected  chief  of  the  de- 
])artment.  He  is  also  lire  commissioner  of  Ce- 
dar hurst  and  has  been  active  in  the  public  serv- 
ice, his  efforts  resulting  to  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
nuinitv  with  which  he  is  identified.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  executive  committee  of  the  town  of 
llenii)sread  X'olunteer  Firemen's  Association  and 
president  of  the  County  of  Nassau  Firemen's 
Association. 

(  )n  the  28tli  of  February.  1893,  Mr.  McWhin- 
ney wa^  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lyclia  Rus- 
sell. daiiHiter  of  Alexander  Russell,  of  Prooklvn. 
and  the\  now  have  lliree  interesting  children: 
Morence  Al..  Mary  and  Charlotte  R.  In  his  fra- 
ternal relations  Mr.  McW'hinnev  is  connected  with 
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th^  roresters,  the  Royal  Arcanutn,  the  Junior 
Qj-clc^r  of  United  American  Workmen,  the  L  O. 
O^  1-^-  and  with  Hiibl>el  Post  of  Spanish  War  Vet- 
er-^axT.:^.  His  is  a  well  developed  character,  in  which 
li^^  1-1  SIS  given  due  attention  to  the  various  interests 
^v-  li  i  <r^l^  tend  to  the  promotion  of  an  honorable  man- 
hc:><^^<^  •  In  .public  office  he  is  reliable,  in  mihtary 
allfsi^iTS  patriotic  and  brave,  in  social  life  true  to 
a  1  "E  "i  ^li  standard  of  friendship,  and  by  all  with 
wl-i.<i>Tn  he  has  come  in  contact  he  is  held  in  warm 

WILBUR    F.  JOHNSON. 

AViibur  F.  Johnson,  a  successful  business  man 

^''^^    prominent  citizen  of  East  Norwich,  who  has 

^^^^^'^^ributed  materially  to  the  advancement  of  ed- 

^^^^tfonal  and  religious  interests,  is  a  native  of 

l^-onjE^    Island,  and  son  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  F.  and 

-^^lary     (Smith)  Johnson.     His  paternal  grandfa- 

"^^!»     Stephen  Johnson,  was  born  and  reared  in 

*^lein|:> stead.  Long  Island,  where  he  was  long  en- 

??^^ecl  in  mercantile  pursuits.    His  father,  Samuel 

•  J^^hnson,  was  a  man  of  conspicuous  talent,  and 

a  A  r 

"^^^tliodist  clergyman  of  great  usefulness,  widely 

^o\vj^  throtighout  Long  Island  and  in  Connecti- 

,      •        His  arduous  and  self-sacrificing  labors  ex- 

•-Is ted  his  physical  strength,  and  he  was  obliged 

^t^sndon  ministerial  work,  retiring  to  his  home 

Tj^  ^"^Ockville  Center,  where  he  died  April  24,  1886. 

.       ^   Vidow  survives,  and  resides  with  her  daugh- 

^   ^Irs.  \V.  A.  Layton.    To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sam- 

j^    *    K.  Johnson  were  born  five  children :    Wilbur 

*  llarriet,  wife  of  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Lavton ;  Sici- 


ly 


r  ^^>  who  died  in  childhood:  Frank,  a  bookkeeper 
|-  *^  the  First  National  Bank,  at  Pasadena,  Cali- 
^  ^^ia :  and  Arthur,  who  is  in  business  in  Dray- 
*^^,  North  Dakota. 

AVilbur  I'.  Johnson,  eldest  child  in  the  family 


^^f 

'"l-- 


Samuel  F.  and  Mary   (Smith)   Johnson,  ac- 

^ii"ed  his  education  in  the  public  schools  in  the 

^ious  towns  where  his  father  made  his  home 


^'*^ing  his  ministerial  life.     After  attaining  his 
^^^lority,  he  completed    a    course  in   Packard's 
*^*5iness  College,  New  York  city.     For  six  years 
^^^rward  he  taught  the  Fast  Norwich  sch(X)l,  ac- 
*^^itting  himself  so  well  that  many  of  his  friends 


considered  it  a  mistake  that  he  did  not  adopt 
teaching  as  his  life  work.  In  1881  he  opened  a 
furniture  and  undertaking  establishment  at  East 
Norwich,  gradually  extending  his  business  and  in- 
creasing his  facilities  until  in  1885  he  erected  a 
commodious  building  specially  adapted  to  his  pur- 
poses. (7)utsi(le  Brooklyn  no  house  in  its  line  car- 
ries a  larger  slock  or  transacts  a  greater  volume 
of  business,  and  its  proprietor  possesses  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  community  as  a  progressive 
and  conscientious  merchant  and  citizen. 

While  engaged  in  teaching  at  East  Norwich, 
in  T877,  ^'^^'  Johnson  was  married  to  Miss  Emily 
\'ernon,  daughter  of  John  Vernon,  a  m.ember  of 
an  old  and  estimable  family  of  that  place.  Roth 
are  acti\'e  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  Mr.  Johnson  has  been  for  more 
than  twenty  years  a  steward  and  class  leader. 
He  is  equally  interested  in  the  Sunday-school, 
over  which  he  has  been  president  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  he  is  also  president  of  the  Epworth 
League.  He  is  an  earnest  friend  of  education, 
and  as  a  school  trustee  has  rendered  excellent  and 
intelligent  service.  His  i)olitical  affiliations  are 
with  the  Republican  party. 

A]>>RAM    GRIFFIN. 

Abram  (iriffin,  a  pros])erous  farmer  of  West- 
bury  Station,  was  born  August  23,  1838,  at  New 
Lots,  Long  Island,  a  son  of  Abram  and  AUeta 
Jane  ( Durland)  Griffin.  Abram  Griffin,  Sr.,  was 
born  in  Newtown,  but  his  family  were  natives  of 
Nova  Scotia :  he  was  a  carriage  builder  and 
blacksmith  bv  occupation,  and  w^orked  at  his 
trades  in  New  L(^ts.  In  1852,  he  purchased  a 
farm  ai  Jamaica.  He  was  a  member  and  attend- 
ant of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church.  Mr.  Griffin 
married  Alleta  Jane  Durland,  daughter  of  Garrett 
Durland,  of  Jamaica;  Mrs.  Griffin  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Holland  stock,  and  has  in  her  possession 
the  old  Dutch  family  Bible,  which  was  printed  in 
1700.  C^ne  of  her  brothers  participated  in  the 
war  of  1812.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing, namely :  Garrett :  Abram  ;  William  H. :  and 
Alleta  A.,  wife  of  Thomas  Sprague,  of  Hewlett. 
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The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1882,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  1887. 

Abrani  Griffin,  second  son  of  Abram  and  Al- 
leta  Jane  Griffin,  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  birthplace,  and  later  at  the 
Union  Hill  Academy  of  Jamaica.  He  removed 
from  New  Lots  to  Westbury  Station  in  1862, 
and  devoted  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of  a  gen- 
eral line  of  produce,  in  which  occupation  he  is 
engaged  at  the  present  time.  He  has  served  as 
road  commissioner,  and  also  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Orthodox  Quaker  faith. 

Mr.  Griffin  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  having  been  Eliza  D.  Molineaux.  who  died 
in  1873  f  five  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely :  Martin ; 
Benjamin ;  Emma,  wife  of  Samuel  Velsor ;  and 
Irving  Griffin.  Mr.  Griffin  then  married  Huldah 
Terrel,  and  two  children  have  been  bom  to  them : 
Frank  E.,  and  Sarah  A.  Griffin. 

R.  A.  PERKINS. 

R.  A.  Pefkins,  who  is  a  descendant  on  the  pa- 
ternal side  from  a  family  well  known  in  Massa- 
chusetts, was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Xew  York, 
March  6,  1821,  a  son  of  Richard  Perkins,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county,  and  whose  father's  fam- 
ily were  natives  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
Richard  Perkins,  father  of  R.  A.  Perkins,  was  a 
carpenter  and  builder  by  occupation,  and  was  one 
of  the  prominent  and  influential  men  in  Otsego 
county.  New  York.  He  lived  an  exemplary  life, 
and  won  the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  w-as 
actively  interested  in  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
his  native  town,  and  served  as  deacon  for  a  num-- 
ber  of  years.  He  married  Miss  ]\lary  Wyman, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Wyman,  of  Massachusetts, 
and  nine  children  were  born  to  them,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namely :  R.  Alonzo,  George, 
Columbus  and  Frank  Perkins.  Mr.  Perkins  died 
in  1880,  and  his  wife  passed  aw^ay  in  the  same 
vear. 

R.  A.  Perkins,  eldest  son  of  Richard  and  Mary 
Perkins,  acquired  his  education  in  the  local 
schools    of    Detroit    and    Watertown ;    he    then 


learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  millwright, 
remaining  in  this  business  until  1857,  when  he 
removed  to  Glen  Cove,  Long  Island,  and  became 
connected  with  the  Duryea  Starch  Works ;  he  re- 
tained this  position  for  thirty-eight  years,  retiring 
from  active  work  in  1895.  Fraternally  he  was  a 
member  of  the  orders  of  Masons  and  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 

In  1847  ^^^'  Perkins  married  Miss  Cynthia 
V.  Duryea,  daughter  of  H.  V.  Duryea  and  sister 
of  John  and  Hnam  Duryea,  and  three  childern 
were  born  to  them :  Ada  D.,  wife  of  J.  W.  Cum- 
mings,  of  r)rooklyn ;  Helen  V\,  wife  of  Arthur  W. 
Cummimrs,  of  Brooklvn  ;  and  H.  W.  Perkins,  who 
IS  connected  with  .the  Duryea  Starch  Works  at 
Glen  Cove.  Long  Island. 

TOWNSEND    SCUDDER. 

Hon.  Townsend  Scudder  is  a  lawver,  and 
wedded  to  his  profession.  He  resides  on  Long 
Island,  at  Glenhead,  in  the  town  of  Ovster 
Ray.  He  is  a  public  spirited  citizen,  who  has  ren- 
dered service  to  his  comnnmitv  and  to  his  state. 
Mr.  Scudder  was  born  in  the  Scudder  homestead 
at  Northport.  Suffolk  county.  New  York,  July 
26,  1865,  beuig  the  son  of  Townsend  and  Sarah 
M.  (Frost)  Scudder.  The  Scudders  are  a  his- 
toric family,  who  settled  at  Northport  in  the  town 
of  Huntington  in  1652,  and  have  continuously 
resided  on  Long  Island.  Henry  Scudder,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Townsend  Scudder,  was  a 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  army  and  fought  in 
the  battle  of  Long  Island.  Townsend  Scudder. 
Sr.,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  w-as  a 
graduate  of  Trinitv  College,  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  with  Hon.  Henrv 
J.  Scudder,  his  brother,  and  James  C.  Carter, 
formed  the  old  New  York  law  firm  of  Scudder  & 
Carter.  At  the  time  of  his  death  in  1874,  the  elder 
Townsend  Scudder  w^as  recognized  as  the  leading 
admiralty  lawyer  of  the  United  States,  and  out  of 
respect  to  his  memory  the  courts  were  adjourned. 

Townsend  Scudder,  son  of  the  before  named 
Townsend  Scudder,  was  the  third  of  six  chil- 
dren. In  childhood  he  was  delicate.  After 
the  death  of  his  father,  for  financial  reasons,  Mrs. 
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Sciidder  feeling  she  could  educate  her  large  fam- 
ily abroad  better  than  in  America,  removed  to 
Europe.  Mr.  Scudder's  early  educational  advan- 
vantages  owing  to  poor  health  were  not  of  the 
best,  and  he  learned  more  by  observation  than 
from  book  work.  The  family  while  abroad  re- 
sided  variously  in  Paris,  in  Vevey,  in  Wiesbaden 
and  in  Italy.  Upon  his  return,  after  an  absence  of 
six  vears,  Mr.  Scudder  found  his  studv  of  for- 
ci^  tongues  had  impaired  his  facility  of  speech 
in  English,  so  he  devoted  a  year  to  the  study  of 
that  language,  attending  the  l^^lushing  Institute, 
at  Flushing,  Long  Island.  In  1884  Mr.  Scudder 
entered  the  Real  Estate  Exchange  of  Xew  York 
city  as  cashier  and  while  there  employed  ([ualified 
himself  for  admission  to  Columbia  Cc^llege  Law 
School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888, 
his  admission  to  the  bar  following  in  1889. 

Mr.  Scudder  has  met  with  success  in  his  pro- 
fession, the  result  of  hard  work.  Important  early 
business  committed  to  him  was  the  enforcement 
of  claims  against  the  Panama  Canal  Company. 
He  was  counsel  to  the  Italian,  Turkish  and  Greek 
consulates  in  New  York  city,  and  represented 
the  Turkish  government  during  the  i)eriod  of  the 
Armenian  massacres.  Municipal  law  has  claimed 
a  large  share  of  Mr.  Scudder's  attention,  his  abil- 
ity in  this  department  being  recognized  in  his  se- 
lection for  four  terms  as  counsel  to  Queens 
county.  Among  his  most  useful  service  in  this 
latter  capacity  was  the  legal  work  inaugurating 
Queens  county's  system  of  macadam  road  im- 
provement, the  organization  of  Nassau  county 
after  its  erection  by  act  of  the  legislature,  and  the 
winding  up  of  the  Queens  county  government, 
together  with  the  adjustment  of  its  debt  and 
financial  affairs,  after  its  consolidation  with  the 
citv  of  New  York. 

Affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  Mr. 
Scudder  has  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  its  time- 
honored  principles.  While  not  a  professional  pol- 
itician he  believes  all  citizens  of  the  republic 
should  interest  themselves  in  local,  state  and  na- 
tional government.  Mr.  Scudder  represented  the 
first  congressional  district  of  New  York  (compris- 
ing the  counties  of  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk) 
in  the  nfty-sixth  congress,  receiving  22,983  votes 


against  22,483  votes  for  Hon.  Joseph  M.  Belford, 
his  Republican  opponent.  In  his  contest  for  this 
office  he  overcame  the  adverse  majority  of  about 
twelve  thousand,  by  which  his  opponent  had  car- 
ried the  district  two  vears  before,  and  was  the 
only  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to  carrv 
ihe  congressional  district.  His  nomination  to 
congress  came  to  ]\lr.  Scudder  unsought,  and  he 
accepted  only  when  persuaded  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  make  the  personal  sacrifice  the  canvass  en- 
tailed. Mr.  Scudder  declined  a  re-nomination  to 
congress  in  1900,  and  returning  to  his  books  de- 
voted himself  again  to  the  practice  of  the  law. 
In  190 1,  by  act  of  the  Xew  York  legislature,  the 
lK)unds  of  the  first  congressional  district  were 
changed  and  Long  Island  City  and  Newtown 
taken  out,  making  the  district  safely  Republican 
by  four  thousand,  it  having  been  carried  by  Mc- 
Kinlev  and  Roosevelt,  as  thus  constituted,  bv 
over  seven  thousand.  In  1902  Mr.  Scudder  was 
again  nominated  for  congress  by  the  Democratic 
j)arty.  this  time  also  against  his  expressed  wishes. 
Again  he  ol)eyed  the  call  and  again  he  was 
elected,  carrying  the  district  against  the  Repub- 
lican incumbent,  the  Hon.  Frederic  Storm,  not- 
withstanding the  adverse  majority  to  overcome. 
During  his  first  term  in  congress  he  served  on  the 
committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  from  the  begin- 
ning of  his  term  was  an  active  member  of  the 
House,  both  as  a  committee  worker,  and  as  a  de- 
bater on  the  fi(X)r.  Among  the  speeches  h^  de- 
livered can  he  mentioned  the  following:  Speech 
on  the  gold  stantlard,  on  the  ship  subsidy,  on  the 
level  of  the  waters  of  the  Great  Lakes,  on  the  rev- 
enue cutter  service,  on  the  life  saving  service,  on 
the  improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  on  the 
trust  question,  on  Porto  Rican  tariff,  on  the  re- 
organization of  the  anny. 

Mr.  Scudder  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and  warden  of  St.  Luke's  at  Seacliff, 
Long  Island  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. He  has  occupied  continuously  since  1890 
high  station  in  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  at  this  writing  being  chief  commis- 
sioner of  appeals,  the  highest  judicial  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  craft.  Mr.  Scudder  belongs  to  the 
Hamilton  Club  of  Brooklvn,  the  Manhattan,  the 
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Lotos  and  the  Hardware  Clubs  of  New  York ;  he 
is  a  member  of  the  New  York  Bar  Association, 
of  the  New  York  Law  Institute  and  of  the  New- 
York  State  Bar  Association :  he  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  college  fraternity. 

June  3,  1801,  j\!r.  Scudder  and  Mary  Dannet 
Thayer,  of  Brooklyn,  a  daughter  of  George  A. 
Thayer  and  Jan6  J.  Thayer,  were  married.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  children,  Atala  Thaver, 
Elizabeth  Hewlett  and  Townsend  Scudder,  Jr. 
Mr.  Scudder  tinds  his  keenest  pleasure  and  happi- 
est recreation  in  nature  and  spends  all  his  spare 
time  with  his  family  at  their  farm  home  "Glen- 
wood."  He  is  passionately  fond  of  his  flowers 
and  shrubs,  works  in  his  garden,  seeking  and  find- 
ing in  nature  his  best  inspirations.  He  has  a  large 
library,  an  interesting  collection  of  potteries,  ivo- 
ries, bronzes  and  antiques,  of  all  of  which  he  is 
considered  a  connoisseur.  Old  fashioned  hospi- 
talitv  is  the  characteristic  of  the  Scudder  home. 
Mr.  Scudder  is  a  self-educated  man,  by  reason 
of  poor  health  in  youth  he  had  little  schooling, 
and,  having  early  to  make  his  own  start  in  life, 
had  few  of  the  opportunities  usually  open  to 
bo}s  bom  in  his  station.  To  his  love  of  books 
and  of  reading,  to  his  appreciation  of  the  beauti- 
ful, and  to  his  unflagging  industry,  arc  due  the 
culture  and  the  intellectual  attainment  which  have 
won  him  success  and  distinction. 

WILLIAM  POST. 

William  Post  of  Westbury  Station.  Nassau 
county.  New  York,  was  born  at  Rahway,  New 
Jersey,  Dccom])er  13,  1854:  his  father  was  IT.  R. 
I'osl.  a  successful  farmer,  who  was  born  near 
Roseland,  Long  Island  :  he  comes  from  good  old 
Holland-Dutch  stock,  and  is  noted  for  his  integ- 
rity aiul  u|)riglit  characteristics ;  he,  like  the  fore- 
runners of  lii*;  family,  is  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  Although  now  f  1900)  in  his  eighty- 
fourth  year,  Mr.  Post  is  in  full  ])ossessi()n  of  his 
faculties,  and  enjoys  remarkably  good  health.  His 
wife,  and  the  mother  (^f  our  subject,  was  Eliza- 
beth (Wfjod)  Post,  daughter  of  John  Wood,  a 
resident  of  New  \'()rk  city.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, six  f')f  whom  are  livincf. 


William  Post  received  his  education  in  the  local 
public  schools.  He  carries  on  farming  as  an  occu- 
pation, in  which  pursuit  he  has  met  with  a  marked 
degree  of  success.  His  religious  sympathies  are 
with  the  orthodox  Quakers.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  as  a  man  of  force  and  trust- 
worthiness he  is  highly  thought  of  by  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  occupies  the  position  of  commis- 
sioner of  highways,  which  in  all  respects  he  fills 
creditably  to  himself  and  to  those  he  represents. 
Mr.  Post  is  unmarried. 

EDWIN  C.  WILLETS. 

Edwin  C.  Willets,  a  substantial  farmer  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Nassau  county,  Long  Island, 
who  has  occupied  various  important  public  posi- 
tions and  is  now  supervisor  for  the  town  of  North 
Hempstead,  was  born  on  the  fann  which  is  hi*^ 
present  place  of  residence,  June  25,  1858. 

The  founder  of  the  Willets  family  in  America 
was  David  Willets,  a  Quaker,  who  came  in  1650 
to  America  from  the  western  part  of  Wales.  David 
Willets  has  descendants  in  successive  generations 
in  Jonah,  David  and  Isaac  Underbill  Willets, 
the  two  last  named  being  bom  at  Westburg.  New 
York.  Isaac  L'nderhill  Willets,  who  died  Oc- 
tober 10,  i8<;9,  married  Mary  Cromwell,  daugh- 
ter of  Oliver  Cromwell,  of  Orange  county,  New 
York,  she  being  of  the  ninth  generation  in  des- 
cent from  Richard  Cromwell,  father  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  the  Lord  Protector  of  England.  To 
Isaac  U.  and  Mary  (Cromw^ell)  Willets  were  born 
fi\e  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:-  Marv- 
etta,  wife  of  (George  B.  Titus,  of  Old  Westbury, 
Long  Island :  Sarah  C,  deceased  wife  of  Morri.? 
Sherwood  ;  Emma,  wife  of  Silas  B.  Weeks,  of 
l]lythel)urn,  Long  Island;  and  Edwin  C.  Willets. 

Edwin    C.    Willets,    youngest    of   the    before 
named  children,  began  his  education  in  the  neigh- 
borhood schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  vears 
entered   the   Wilmington    (Delaware)    Academy.. 
Later  he  attended  tlie  Friends'  School  at  Chap— 
])a(iua.  New  "^ Drk,  and  subsequently  was  a  wintc 
•student  at   I'^lushmg.  working  at  the  home  farn-^ 
in  the  spring  and  summer.      When  old  enough  ten 
begin  life  work  u])on  his  own  account  he  engagecj: 


HISTORY    OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


109 


i.n  farming,  in  which  cailing  he  became  eminently 
Miccessful.  He  is  now  accounteil  one  of  the 
wealthy  and  successful  a)[^riculturists  of  Lon^  Isl- 
and, his  possessions  comprising  two  farms  aj^^grc- 
f;^tnig  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  one  near 
^lineola,  and  the  other  near  Hicksville,  both  be- 
ing well  improved  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

Mr.  Willets  is  kcenlv  alive  tt)  the  duties  of  citi- 
zenship  and  has  always  borne  a  leading  part  in 
Kxral  atTairs.  He  served  on  the  excise  commit- 
tee imtil  that  Ixxly  was  abrogated  under  the  op- 
erations of  the  Raines  law.  L'j)on  the  decease  or 
Mr.  Denton,  supervisor  for  the  town  of  Xortli 
Hempstead,  he  was  aj)j)ointe(l  to  fill  the  vacancy, 
and  upon  the  expiration  of  that  term  was  elected 
in  April,  kjoi,  for  a  full  term.  His  conduct  in 
that  position  has  been  characterized  by  excellent 
judgment  and  a  conscientious  regard  for  public 
interests.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Roslyn  Savings 
Bank,  and  is  a  member  of  Morton  Lodge,  Xo. 
63,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Hempstead,  and  of  the  Cycle 
Club,  and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Long  Island 
I-'armers'  Club.  He  is  a  member  of  the  1^'riends 
("Iiiirch,  and  in  politics  is  a  Re]niblican. 

December  28,  1884,  Mr.  Willets  married  Miss 
Ida  Albertson,  daughter  of  Silas  W.  Albertson. 
fjf   Mincola,  but  has  no  children. 

JAMKS    :\I.  SEAMAN. 

The  Seaman  famil\  is  one  of  the  oldest  upon 
Long  Island,  and  its  founder,  Ca])tain  John  Sea- 
man, acquired  his  lands  immediately  from  the  In- 
dians, more  than  two  and  one-half  centuries  ago. 
He  made  an  honest  purchase  from  the  original 
occupants  of  the  soil,  and  his  relations  with  them 
were  always  so  amicable  and  just  that  his  judg- 
ment was  respected  where  he  was  called  upon  to 
act  as  arbitrator  between  them  and  the  white  set- 
tlers. In  every  generation  from  his  day  to  the 
present,  many  of  his  descendants  have  borne  an 
important  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  their  time, 
contributing  to  the  establishment  and  perpetuity 
of  the  government  in  times  of  war,  and  aiding  in 
the  founding  and  maintenance  of  social  institu- 
tions in  times  of  peace.    From  Thomas,  sixth  son 


of  Captain  John  Seaman,  is  traced  descent  to  . 
James  M.  Seaman,  of  Hempstead  township,  born 
January  2,  181 1.  He  was  a  prosperous  farmer, 
and  a  man  of  inlluence  and  great  usefulness  in 
his  neighborhood.  For  thirtv-two  vears  he  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a  Ouaker.  He  married  Jemima  Seaman,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Seaman,  remotelv  related  bv  descent 
from  the  same  immigrant  ancestry.  The  hus- 
baiul  (lied  in  March,  i*)Oi,  and  the  wife  in  1891, 
I  be  formcT  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two 
\ears.  ( )f  seven  children  born  to  them  ^\q  are 
living :  Sarah,  wife  of  S.  L.  Seaman,  of  Babylon  ; 
Martha  A.,  unmnrried  :  Lllen  Y.,  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Kropp:  and  Thomas  1>.  and  James  M.  Sea- 
man, twins.  The  three  last  named  are  residents 
of  the  village  ol  W'antagh. 

James  M.  Scciman,  son  of  James  M.  and  Je- 
mima (Seaman)  Seaman,  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  W'antagh,  Hempstead  township,  Nassau 
county,  July  2^),  1833.  He  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, betrinning  his  studies  in  the  village  school, 
and  afterward  becoming  a  student  in  the  Chappa- 
(:iia  Academy  in  Westchester  county,  Xew  York, 
where  he  completed  a  liberal  academical  course. 
With  this  as  a  hunulation,  he  has  developed  into 
an  unusually  well  informed  man,  possessed  of 
much  knowledge  of  general  literature  and  his- 
l(jrv,  which  he  has  actjuired  through  careful  and 
interested  reading.  (  )n  com])leting  his  academy 
studies,  he  entered  the  oftices  of  Hayner  &  David- 
son, of  lirooklvn,  and  en<jaged  in  svstematic  law 
reading  under  the  tutorshi])  of  those  capable  law- 
\crs.  In  1874  he  passed  a  creditable  examination, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  at  once  entered  upon 
])ractice  in  Jamaica  and  Wantagh,  making  his  res- 
idence in  the  latter  named  place.  Admirably  well 
equipped  for  his  profession,  he  has  built  up  an 
excellent  practice,  numbering  among  his  clients  a 
large  number  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  representing  financial  and 
commercial  interests  of  great  importance. 

He  is  loyally  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his 
town  and  countv,  and  aflfords  zealous  and  intelli- 
gent  aid  to  every  measure  conducing  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  is  active  in  advancing  its  use- 
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f;ilness:  for  manv  vcars  he  has  been  a  member 
of  its  choir.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  is  an  earnest  advocate 
of  Its  policies,  and  an  influential  figure  in  its 
councils.  For  eight  years  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  In  1901  he  was  a  candidate  for  dis- 
trict attorney  of  Nassau  county,  but  was  defeated 
with  his  ticket.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Wantagh 
hook  and  ladder  company. 

Mr.  Seaman  was  married  June  29,  1882,  to 
Ivliss  Sarah  Elizabeth  Baker,  daughter  of  Nelson 
Baker,  of  Brooklyn,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
children,  Lyman  and  James  M.  Seaman,  Jr. 

HENRY  \V.  AND  JOSEPH  H.  ANDREWS. 

To  the  many  patrons  of  that  famous  hostelry, 
the  Hotel  Nassau,  situated  in  Mineola,  Nassau 
county,  Long  Island,  the  genial  proprietors  of 
course  need  no  introduction ;  but  to  those  who  have 
not  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  two  bonifaces 
or  of  tarrying  under  the  roof  of  their  well-appoint- 
ed and  commodious  hotel  this  sketch  will  be  of 
snecial  interest. 

A 

Andrews  Brothers,  contractors  and  hotel  pro- 
prietors, are  English-born.  Henry  W.  was  born 
near  Birmingham.  January  5,  1863,  and  his  broth- 
er, Joseph  H.  Andrews,  was  born  at  the  same  place 
two  years  earlier.  Their  parents  were  William 
Henry  and  the  late  Jane  Andrews,  both  natives  of 
England.  The  family  came  to  the  state  when 
Henry  was  only  one  and  a  half  years  old,  and  ac- 
nuired  his  education  in  the  Friends'  College  of 
Locust  V^alley  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Queens 
county.  His  school  days  over,  he  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  contracting  and  hotel  business. 
In  1880,  having  become  perfectly  familar  with  the 
details  of  both  branches  of  his  chosen  ])rofession. 
he  with  his  brother  inirchased  the  business,  and 
since  that  date  the  name  Andrews  Brothers  has 
become  a  familiar  one  to  the  community,  as  hotel 
pro])rictors  and  contractors. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  married  at  Hcm})stea(l, 
Loiio-  Island,  Squ.  30,  1885.  to  Mary  I'Lva  (iardi- 
ner,  daughter  of  J.  ATanrice  ( lardinc-r  of  TTcni])- 
stead.  and  to  this  unic^n  have  been  horn  two  chil- 


dren, Lillian  G.  and  Mary  E.  Their  mother  died 
November  4,  1893.  As  clerk  of  the  school  board, 
he  held  the  post  for  twelve  years,  and  was  elected 
a  member  of  that  body  in  1890.  He  is  an  Odd 
Fellow  ^nd  a  Freemason,  belonging  to  Protection 
Lodge,  No.  151,  of  the  former  and  to  Morton 
Lodge  No.  63,  of  the  latter  order.  He  is  a  man 
standing  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  many  friends, 
popular,  genial,  and  straightforward  in  his  deal- 
ings. 

The  firm  does  a  general  contracting  business, 
and  wheelman  and  horsemen  alike  have  abundant 
cause  for  congratulating  Andrews  Brothers  for 
building  many  of  the  finest  roads  in  both  Queens 
and  Nassau  counties. 

Joseph  H.  Andrews  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Queens  county,  and,  as  already  stated, 
joined  his  brother  at  an  early  age  to  carve  out  their 
fortune.  He  was  married  at  Rockville  Centre  to 
J.  Elizabeth  Shaw.  Two  sons  were  the  issue,  Silas 
H.  and  Arthur  H.  He  is  general  superintendent 
of  the  Mineola  fair  grounds  and  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Prospering  from  tne  start  in  the  contracting 
business,  these  gentlemen  have  also  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  the  popularity  of  their  cosy  hotel,  and 
as  their  patrons  are  of  the  best  they  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  their  very  successful  venture. 

REV.  SAMUEL  TAYLOR. 

Rev.  Samuel  Taylor  has  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  but  has 
now  put  aside  pastoral  duties,  although  he  still 
maintains  an  active  interest  in  Christian  w^ork 
along  various  lines.  He  has,  however,  passed  the 
eightieth  milestone  on  lifers  journey,  yet  old  age  is 
not  necessarily  a  synonym  of  weakness  or  inactiv- 
ity. There  is  an  old  age  that  is  a  benediction  to 
all  that  comes  in  contact  with  it,  that  gives  out  of 
Its  rich  stores  of  learning  and  experience  and 
grows  stronger  intellectually  and  spiritually  as  the 
years  ]\iss.  Such  is  the  life  of  Sanniel  Taylor,  an 
encouragement  to  his  associates  and  an  example 
well  worthy  of  ennilation  to  the  young. 

Xow  residing  in  Lynbn^ik,  Nassau  county, 
Ij»n<r  Inland,  he  was  Ix^rn  in  Rockland  countv. 
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New  York.  December  ii,  1819,  a  son  of  John  and 
Anna  (Weaver)  Taylor.  The  Taylor  family  is 
of  Scotch  extraction  and  was  founded  in  Rockland 
county,  then  Orange  county,  at  a  very  early  day. 
Samuel  Taylor,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  a  worthy  citizen  of  that  county  and  there  spent 
his  entire  life,  devoting  his  time  and  energies  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  When  the  colonies  resolved 
to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  British  oppression  he 
joined  the  American  army  and  fought  for  the  in- 
dependence of  the  nation.  He  lived  to  be  ninety- 
six  years  of  age  and  reared  a  large  family,  all  of 
whom  have  now  passed  away. 

John  Taylor,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
^"S^§red  in  the  lumber  business  in  New  York  city 
^oriiiany  years  and  ranked  among  the  most  prom- 

• 

inent  business  men  of  that  period.  He  was  a  de- 
vout Christian  gentleman  and  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  in  which  he  filled  the  office 
of  deacon  for  more  than  thirty  years.  He  married 
Anna.  AVeaver,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Samuel;  Catherine,  deceased; 
Da\icl  H.,  a  retired  clergyman  of  the  Ra])tist 
church,  who  has  spent  fifty  years  in  the  ministry ; 
and  George,  who  has  also  been  called  to  the  home 
beyond.  The  father  died  in  1867  and  the  mother 
passed  away  in  1857. 

Samuel  Tavlor,  whose  name  introduces  this 
record,  acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
Granville  University,  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  and 
ra  1845  began  learning  the  drug  trade.  He  sub- 
sequently became  connected  with  the  Fulton  In- 
surance Company  and  later  with  the  Kings  County 
Insurance  Company.  He  also  studied  medicine, 
^d  after  relinquishing  the  drug  business  was 
executor  for  several  estates.  However,  believing 
™  he  might  do  more  for  his  fellow  men  by  carry- 
^n?  for  them  *'the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,"  he 
^as  ordained  for  the  ministry  in  Middletown, 
New  York,  where  for  fifteen  years  he  served  as 
i^stor  of  the  Haptist  church.  He  was  also  ])astor 
<^^  the  old  Third  Baptist  church  in  Brooklyn  and  of 
fhe  First  Baptist  church  of  Jamaica.  He  also 
officiated  in  the  pulpit  of  the  congregation  of  that 
•lenomination  at  East  Rockaway  for  three  years. 
^^^1  at  stated  periods  filled  the  pulpit  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  on  Clarmont  avenue,  Pirook- 


iyn.  He  still  occasionally  preaches  in  Lynbrook, 
Long  Island.  He  is  a  devout  Christian  gentleman 
and  an  eloquent,  logical,  instructive  and  entertain- 
ing speaker.  He  has  studied  closely  the  great 
truths  of  Christianity  and  is  intensely  practical  in 
applying  them  to  the  conditions  of  society  at  the 
present  time. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  1844,  Rev.  Taylor 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  Xew  York  city,  to  Miss 
Clemence  Guyon,  a  native  of  Staten  Island  and  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  old  French  Huguenot 
families.  By  this  union  has  been  born  three  chil- 
dren:  Anna,  wife  of  Edward  Graff;  Jane,  de- 
ceased :  and  Samuel.  While  residing  in  Blooklyn 
Mr.  Taylor  represented  the  fifteenth  ward  in  the 
city  council.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  is  one  of  Lvnbrook's  valued  cit- 
izens.  Although  well  advanced  in  the  evening  of 
life,  he  is  still  active  and  vigorous  and  is  yet  aiding 
to  a  great  extent  in  the  work  of  uplifting  hu- 
manity. 

E.  MATTHEWS  SONS. 

In  the  death,  on  October  12,  1891,  at  Hemp- 
stead, Long  Island,  of  the  proprietor  and  founder 
of  that  celebrated  hostelry,  the  Long  Island  Hotel, 
not  only  the  village  but  the  county  itself  sustained 
a  distinct  loss.  Elbert  Matthews,  the  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mahaly  Matthews,  was  born  in  Hemp- 
stead, Nassau  county,  lived  in  Hempstead  all  his 
life  and  died  there — a  good  citizen,  an  industrious 
and  honest  ipan.  The  hotel  which  he  brought  into 
such  prominence,  he  superintended  for  twenty 
years.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  and  bottling  of  soda  and 
mineral  waters.  He  married  Mary  Isabel  Ackley, 
who  survives  him.  The  following  children  were 
l)orn  to  them :  Irvin  Augustus,  Charles  S.,  Mary 
Emma,  who  died  in  infancy,  Elbert,  John  T.,  and 
Alice  ^lay. 

Irvin  A.  Matthews,  one  of  the  subjects  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  on  May  2^,  1866.  He  attended 
the  public  scIum)1s  of  Hempstead,  and  after  leaving 
scIk.k)!  became  identified  with  his  father*s  business. 
Alter  the  father's  death  his  widow  conducted  the 
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v.-ir.r-^  tiiitil  i^/jf  when,  with  his  brother 
.'-;cr>-*.  Irvm  purchaserl  it.  Since  that  date  the 
rxff.  Hp,^  fKrfm  carrierl  on  under  the  firm  name  of 
f,.  MAtrh^rwn  Son.>.  Irvin  was  married  in  Hem[>- 
KTf-^ri  .\pni  2fjy  iHf/h  to  Phrjebe  D.  Harrington, 
'l^-y^.if-r  or  Daniel  and  Ellen  Harrington.  Two 
•'.h^y.rf.n  were  the  result  of  this  union.  Irvin  Au- 
if  Mt.ii'*  and  Ida  May.  Mr.  Matthews  is  a  member 
vf  thf:  <  }T*\tr  of  United  Workmen  of  Hempstead 
of  &f'  Hfmi{)Stead  Volunteer  Fire  Department,  at- 
f^herl  trt  Steamer  No.  2.  Like  his  father  he  is 
very  f»<>pular,  ix)ssessing  a  genial  manner  and 
roMrteous  mien. 

( Charles  S.  Matthews  was  born  Deceml^r  19, 
r^*i^.  ffc  received  his  education  in  the  public 
^chfff>h  fit  his  native  town,  and,  as  stated,  joined 
hi^  f>rother  in  the  purchase  of  the  property  in  i8cX). 
f  fe  was  married  in  New-  York  city,  Nov.  11,  1889, 
to  Klizaf)cth  Wilson,  of  Jericho,  Long  Island,  and 
the  coiiple  had  ^\ii  children — Elbert,  Richard, 
J'Jizaln'th,  C harlcs  T.,  who  died,  and  Herbert  Au- 
gustus. 

The  r)bject  of  the  founder  of  the  T-ong  Island 
Hotel,  namely,  to  maintain  a  cosy,  home-like 
hostelry  for  the  accoiYimodation  of  the  traveling 
pnhlic  and  for  those  who  seek  quiet  and  pleasant 
sfirrnimdings,  having  been  achieved,  and  he  bav- 
in.'.,^ \)vv\\  called  away  the  result  of  his  life's  work 
i-'MiM  have  fallen  int(/  no  better  hands  than  those 
of  liis  sons,  who  now  so  successfully  conduct  that 
f.'imotis  ]>lace. 

(•!1AKMJ':S  (i.    I.  FIXX,   M.   D. 

1  )r.  (  liarles  ( i.  J.  I'inn,  of  Hempstead,  whose 
lield  of  iiscfultu'ss  as  a  physician  and  surgeoji  ex- 
letuls  aiiMHig  tlu'  best  ])eople  throughout  the  coun- 
lr\  irilmlarv  to  Ins  place  of  residence,  and  whose 
hi^li  professional  attainments  have  ft^und  frequent 
apj)ret'iation  b\  his  appointment  to  various  imj)ro- 
tant  positions  in  the  line  of  his  ])rofession,  was 
born  in  l»rookl\n,  Long  Island,  January  29,  1855. 
In  the  paternal  line  he  traces  his  ancestry  as  far 
back  as  the  year  1500,  to  the  I'^iiui  family  of  Eng- 
lan<l,  which  l)ore  a  coat  of  arms,  as  authenticated 
hy  the  recoids  of  the  College  of  Arms.  His 
graiulfather,  johti  I'^iiui,  a  native  of  England,  was 


at  one  time  associate  editor  on  the  "London 
Times,"  and  after  coming  to  the  United  States 
was  for  many  years  an  associate  editor  of  the 
"New  York  Herald,"  under  the  senior  liennett. 
John  T.  Finn,  son  of  John  Finn,  was  born  in 
Brookhn,  where  he  yet  resides,  and  became  an 
extensive  real  estate  owner,  and  carried  on  a  lar^e 
coal  and  wood  trade :  he  married  Phoebe  G.  Jenk- 
ins, a  native  of  Nantucket,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Dr.  Charles  G.  J.  Finn. 

Dr.  Finn  was  afforded  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages.     He   completed  collegiate   courses    at 
I'ennington  and  Princeton  Colleges,  and  studied 
medicine  in  the  Hellevue  Hospital' Medical   Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1876.      For 
a  vear  he  practiced  in  New  York  city,  where  he 
had  exceptional  opportunities   for  observing  all 
classes  of  ailments  and  injuries,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  located  in  Hempstead,  where  he 
has  since  resided,  and  where  he  has  built  up  an 
extensive  and  remunerative  practice.     With  ample 
knowledge  in  the  vaVious  departments  of  his  pro- 
fession, his  usefulness  is  enhanced  by  those  per- 
sonal qualities,  sympathy,  patience  and  thought- 
fulness,  which  beget  in  the  patient  that  trustful- 
ness and  confidence  without  which  the  physician 
is  so  often  disadvantaged.      Outside  his  persona! 
I)racticc,  he  has   constantly   taken   upon    himself 
burdensome    duties    in    connection    with    various 
ciiaritable  institutions.      For  ten  years  he  was  vil- 
lage ph\sician  at  Hempstead,  and  for  a   similar 
period  he  was  consulting  surgeon  to  the  Queens 
County  Almshouse  Hospital,  and  consulting  phy- 
sician ancl  surgeon  to  the  Queens  Countv   Chil- 
dren's Home.     He  is  surgeon  of  the  Long  Island 
Railroad  Company  and  for  some  years  past  has 
been  visiting  physician  and  surgeon  to  St.  Marv's 
and  St.  Paul's  Colleges  in  Garden  City.   For  eight 
}ears  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  edtication 
of  Hempstead  and  is  vice-president  of  the  New- 
York  State  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons. 

At  once  a  constant  student,  seeking  knowl- 
edge of  all  new  discoveries  in  remedial  agencies 
and  of  new  methods  of  practice,  and  unselfish 
enough  to  impart  knowledge  to  those  younger 
than  himself  in  the  profession.  Dr.  Finn  has  long 
borne  an  active  part  in  professional  organizations. 
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P  or  ten  years  he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Queens  County  Medical  Society,  and  for  three 
\ears  its  president,  discharging  his  duties  use- 
fully and  creditably.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Aca«iemv  of  Mechcine,  and  of  the  Pan- 
American  Medical  Association,  and  has  served  as 
vice-president  of  the  latter  named  organization. 
\v  ith  fine  social  qualities,  he  enjoys  well  deserved 
popularity  in  various  bodies,  the  Hanover  Club 
of  Brookh  n,  the  Reform  Club  of  Xew  York  Citv, 
the  (iolf  Clubs  of  Hempstead,  Midland  and  ^iar- 
den  City,  and  also  the  Casino  Club  of  the  latter 
named  place.  In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-.sectnul  degree.  Scottish  Rite, 
■ind  he  is  a  \oble  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  (  )r(kT  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  i)f 
Hempstead  Lodge.  Indej^endent  <  )rdcT  of  <  )dd 
Fellows. 

In  1880  Dr.  Finn  was  uniterl  in  marriat^c  with 
Miss  Addie  Rushmore.  daughter  nf  the  laic  C 
F.  Rushmore,  a  former  sheriff  of  Queens  couiuy. 
A  daughter,  Lillian  R.  Finn,  was  lK>rn  <»f  thi> 
marriage.  The  family  enjoy  all  the  advantage-^ 
^:{  assured  ]>osition  in  the  Ix-st  socictv.  and  their 
home  is  the  scene  of  frequent  social  gatherinirs. 

TACOD  VALEXTIXE. 

Jacob  Valentir\e.  one  of  the  oldest  and  nmst 
resy>ecied  residents  of  Hempstead,  whose  lf>ng 
life  has  been  usefully  occupied.  whf>ha>  ]>erf^'r!r.ed 
much  important  [uiblic  service,  and  has  reare«l  a 
most  excellent  family,  is  an  honored  representative 
of  one  of  the  most  ancient  families  of  Long  Inl- 
and. Its  first  American  ancestor  was  Richard 
\'alentine.  who  came  in  1^)45.  from  the  parish  of 
Eckles,  in  Lancashire.  England.  Though  a  re- 
li;^ous  man,  he  seems  not  to  have  belonged  to  the 
Societv  of  Friends,  but  his  immediate  descenrlants 
•A'ere  reared  in  the  Quaker  faith.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  and  land  owners  in  what  is  now 
the  town  of  Hempstead,  and  he  was  a  man  of  first 
importance  in  his  day,  while  the  foundations  of 
society  and  of  the  civil  order  were  being  laid.  He 
was  father  of  five  sons,  Richard,  William,  Eph- 
raim,  Obadiah  and  Jonah,  and  from  Obadiah  is 
descended  the  present  Jacob  \'alentine.    Obadiah 

8 


was  father  of  one  Jacob,  who  was  father  of  the 
great-grandfather  of  the  present  Jacob  X'aleniine ; 
his  sons  were  Richard  and  William,  the  latter 
named  of  whom  was  a  Quaker  preacher.  Richard 
had  a  >on,  Jacc»b,  who  was  grandfather  of  the  pres- 
ent Jacob,  who  is  thus  descended,  in  the  seventh 
generation,  from  Richard,  the  original  immigrant. 
According  to  the  town  records.  Jacob,  grandson 
of  the  latter  named,  was  in  175 1,  and  for  several 
years,  assessor  of  the  old  town  of  Hempstead. 

Jacob  X'alentine.  graiul father  of  the  present 
Jacob  X'alentine.  was  a  farmer,  bom  in  1773. 
True  to  his  religious  faith,  he  declined  to  enter  the 
military  service  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
in  18 1 2.  but  he  and  his  team  were  used  by  impress- 
ment. His  half-brothers,  Ezekiel  and  William, 
made  their  home  in  Dutchess  cotmtv,  Xew  York, 
with  an  uncle.  William  X'alentine,  who  was  a 
Quaker  preacher,  and  whose  grandson.  Stej^hen 
Treachvell.  vvas  a  noted  minister  in  the  Friends' 
l.lunvli.  Jacob  X'alcntine.  before  named,  was  fa- 
ther c»r  five  children  ;  William,  named  below  :  John, 
who  was  in  turn  a  farmer  and  later  a  carter  in 
Xew  Y^rk  city,  and  wIk^  died  in  Mount  \'emon : 
Ann.  wIk)  married  Daniel  Lewis,  of  Xorth  Hemp- 
stead, and  i>  lr)ng  deceased:  Eliza,  who  died  in 
>'»'.mir  w.'m.'jnh^K)d,  and  Ruth,  who  married  Daniel 
Searing. 

\\  iiliaiu  X'aleinine.  of  the  before  named  fam- 
ily, wa^  horn  Augu>t  17.  1806,  antl  was  a  farmer 
duriuL,^  Iun  active  years,  retiring  late  in  life  to  re- 
side with  his  son  Jacob.  He  married  Mary  Ann 
]Ie<lel!,  lK)rn  in  iSio.  whose  father,  Benjamin,  was 
a  >nn  of  Isaac  iJedell.  of  Rethpage.  Other  chil- 
dren of  lienjamin  IJedell  were  William,  of  Say- 
vdlc  :  Isaac,  of  Amity ville  ;  a  daughter  who  l)ecame 
the  wife  ot  George  .*^.  Downing,  at  one  time  sher- 
iff: anil  Valentine,  whose  home  in  in  Jamaica. 
Two  sons  were  l>orn  to  William  and  Mary  Ann 
(lledell)  \'alentine:  Jacob.  June  11,  1828.  and 
John  P...  in  December.  I82«^  The  latter  named 
was  a  farmer  in  earlv  life,  but  afterward  became  a 
builder  and  carpenter  at  Flushing. 

Jacob  \'alentine,  older  of  the  sons  last  men- 
tione<l.  was  reaied  on  the  family  homestead,  in  the 
town  of  Hempstead,  northeast  of  the  village.  In 
December.  1848,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
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Powell,  who  was  born  in  Bayside,  Long  Island,  in 
1S29.  She  was  one  of  four  sisters,  of  whom  one 
died  in  childhood ;  Harriet  married  the  Rev.  H. 
B.  R.  Abbott,  a  Methodist  clergyman ;  and  Ada- 
line  resides  with  her  sister,  ]\Iartha.  Their  father 
was  John  Powell,  a  native  of  Flushing,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation ;  he  was  born  October  17, 
J 787,  and  died  at  Bayside,  September  13,  1838. 
After  his  marriage.  Jacob  Valentine  resided  for 
seven  years  upon  his  wife's  homestead  at  Bayside. 
He  then  returned  to  the  old  Valentine  homestead, 
where  he  lived  until  the  property  was  purchased 
by  the  millionaire  prince,  A.  T.  Stewart.  He  has 
since  made  his  home  in  or  near  Hempstead,  where 
he  owns  a  small  farm.  While  he  and  his  family 
were  brought  up  in  the  Quaker  faith,  they  are  now 
identified  with  St.  George's  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  Hempstead.  Mr.  Valentine  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  has  always  earnestly  upheld 
the  principles  of  his  party.  For  six  years  he  was 
a  town  assessor,  and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  had 
few  equals  in  ability  to  accurately  estimate  values. 
The  four  living  children  of  Jacob  and  Martha 
(Powell)  Valentine  are:  John,  a  business  man 
of  Brooklyn,  who  married  Ella,  daughter  of 
Charles  Fowler,  of  that  city ;  Martha,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  E.  Cornwell,  of  Hempstead :  Will- 
iam Edgar,  who  married  Rosamond  Irish,  to 
whom  was  born  one  child,  Norman  T. ;  and  Henry 
M.,  a  business  man  in  New  York  citv,  who  mar- 
ried  Elizabeth  Smart.  A  daughter,  Sarah  A., 
who  became  the  wife  of  H.  L.  Weeks,  is  deceased. 

GEORCiE  WWLLACE. 

In  the  modern  history  oi  Long  Island  is  no 
more  interesting  incident  than  the  creation  of 
Nassau  county,  and  the  story  of  its  accomj>lish- 
ment  would  require  a  chapter  of  itself.  When  the 
plan  was  first  pro])osc(l  it  met  with  strenuous  op- 
position in  the  territory  now  com])rising  the  new 
county,  as  well  as  in  that  from  which  it  was  sep- 
arated. In  part  the  objection  was  sentimental, 
and  in  part  it  was  based  upon  economical  con- 
siderations. All  that  could  be  advanced  under 
these  heads  was  given  expression  before  the  legis- 
lature and  when  the  bill  for  the  creation  of  the 


county  was  first  presented  in  that  body,  not  more 
than  a  half-dozen  representatives  were  friendly  to 
it.  The  burden  of  its  advocacy  and  of  its  manage- 
ment, from  the  moment  of  its  introduction  to  that 
of  its  enactment,  devolved  upon  George  Wallace, 
then  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  the  district 
including  this  county^s  territory.  He  was  indus- 
trious, resourceful  and  tactful,  and  gradually  he 
disarmed  opposition,  converting  antagonism  into 
friendliness,  and  finally  accomplished  success. 
The  results  have  proven  so  beneficial  that  they 
have  found  not  only  acquiescence  but  general  and 
hearty  approval,  and  upon  Mr.  Wallace  has  been 
bestowed,  by  common  consent,  the  designation  of 
"Father  of  the  County  of  Nassau."  He  is  not  only 
conspicuous  for  this  and  other  public  services,  but 
for  his  eminent  ability  as  a  lawyer  and  for  the  im- 
portance of  the  causes  which  have  been  committed 
to  him. 

George  Wallace  is  descended  from  a  Scotch, 
familv  whidi  has  contributed  members  to  everv 
honorable  and  useful  walk  of  life.  His  father, 
Donald  Wallace,  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in 
1816,  recently  died  in  California,  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  He  reared  a  family  of 
nine  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  living  and 
occupying  excellent  business  and  social  positions. 
The  youngest  son,  a  member  of  Roosevelt's 
''Rough  Riders"  regiment,  lost  his  life  in  the 
Spanish-American  war.  The  eldest,  John  D.,  has 
long  been  a  prominent  business  man  and  a  leader 
in  Republican  councils  in  North  Dakota,  and  is 
now  the  county  judge  of  Pembina  county ;  Charles 
L.  is  editor  of  the  leading  Republican  newspaper 
in  Nassau  county,  at  Rockville  Center,  also  a 
])rominent  operator  in  real  estate.  Albert  J.  and 
I'rank  S.,  as  the  firm  of  Wallace  Bros.,  are  at  the 
head  of  large  business  enterprises  at  Los  Angeles, 
Pasadena  and  elsewhere  in  California,  Lavinia 
M.  is  the  wife  of  R.  H.  Young,  editor  of  the 
**]\Fethodi>t  Herald,"  of  Minneapolis.  Minnesota; 
Matilda  H.  is  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Jahies  Healy, 
a  ^lethodist  Episco|:)al  clergyman  filling  a  pastor- 
ate in  Southern  California:  and  ]\Iar}'  A.  is  wife 
of  S.  Trank  Johnson,  a  banker  at  Pasadena,  Cali- 
fornia. 

Cieorc:e   Wallace,    son    of    Donald    Wallace, 
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passed  his  early  boyhood  upon  a  farm  in  Ontario, 
and  later  in  the  town  of  Hempstead,  Long  Island, 
>\*here  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood.    He  was 
an  ardent  student  from  the  first  and  supplemented  , 
his  school  instruction  with  an  ample  fund  of  gen- 
eral knowledge  derived  from  persistent  private 
reading.    Before  he  had  fairly  entered  upon  man- 
hood, his  scholarlv  attainments    enabled    him  to 
acquit  himself  most  creditably  as  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  in  Lawrence,  Rockville  Center  and  Free- 
ix)rt.   He  completed  a  course  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  New  York,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  wnth  honors.     He  at  once  en- 
tered upon  practice  in  the  courts  of  Queens  and 
adjoining  coimties,  following  all  branches  of  civil 
law,  bnt  developing  special  aptitude  for  real  estate 
and  municipal  law,  and  establishing  a  reputation 
as  one  of  the  very  ablest  of  his  profession  at  the 
various  bars  where  he  appears.    He  has  frequent- 
ly served  as  counsel  for  various  official  boards,  and 
m  1895  was  appointed  attorney  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  Queens  county,  a  most  responsible 
position,  wherein  his  duties   were  weighty  and 
f-^cting.     He  has  appeared   in   several   notable 
^ses  which  are  reported  in  volumes  of  decisions 
"}*  higher  courts,  and  are  important  as  precedent 
cases.  He  carried  to  a  successful  conclusion,  after 
^^  has  been  in  the  court  of  appears  for  three  and 
<^^half  years,    the  case    of    Smith  vs.  City  of 
"rooklyn,  which  as  a  cause  celebre  is  quoted  in  all 
the  Liw  schools  in  the  state  of  New  York.     The 
decision  in  this  case,  supporting  the  contention  of 
"'"•  Wallace,    renders    inoperative    all    previous 
*ater  right  legislation  in  New  York  and  other 
states  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  diversion  of 
Ircsh  water  that  w^ould  otherwise  flow  through 
'^vigable  streams. 

Mr.  Wallace's  important  service  in  effecting 
tne  creation  of  the  county  of  Nassau  has  been  re- 
'«Ted  to  above.  Related  to  it,  was  the  division  of 
the  debt  of  Queens  county,  made  necessary  by  the 
CTeationof  the  county  of  Nassau,  a  task  involving 
'''"ch  intricate  labor.  As  attorney  for  the  town  of 
n^n^pstead,  he  saved  to  that  municipality  in  the 
<»vision  more  than  a  million  dollars,  and  to  the 
new  county  nearly  four  million  dollars,  effecting 
^nis  result  by  incorporating  in  the  New  York  char- 


ter, at  the  last  moment,  the  necessary  provision. 
In  this  magnificent  conclusion  to  his  task,  he  added 
much  to  his  reputation,  not  only  as  a  highly 
capable  lawyer  and  financier,  but  as  a  public  bene- 
factor. His  successes  have  been  entirely  due  to 
his  deep  knowledge  of  law,  and  to  his  close  appli- 
cation to  the  duty  in  hand.  His  methods  are  be- 
yond re[)roacli,  characterized  by  honesty  and  fair- 
ness, dn[)Iicity  and  trickery  being  abhorrent  to 
him,  and  he  thus  enjovs  the  confidence  of  his 
clients,  and  the  respect  of  bench,  bar  and  jury.  He 
has  offices  at  Jamaica  in  Queens  countv  and  at 
Rockville  Center  in  Nassau  county,  with  residence 
at  Freeport  in  the  new  coimty.  His  influence  and 
effort  are  earnestly  exerted  in  behalf  of  every  in- 
stitution  and  movement  conducive  to  the  mater- 
ial, moral  and  social  welfare  of  the  community. 
He  is  president  of  the  Queens  County  Title  Com- 
pany, and  years  ago  he  served  acceptably  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  the  town  of  Hempstead. 

Mr.  Wallace  is  an  enthusiastic  fireman  and 
organized  the  wxll  known  Ever  Ready  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company,  of  which  he  was  foreman  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  charter  member  and  past 
grand  of  Freeport  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  also 
past  master  of  Massapequa  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  in  which  he  is  an  acknowledged 
leader,  his  influence  extending  throughout  Nassau 
and  adjoining  counties. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  married  to  Miss  Mariana 
Ray  nor,  daughter  of  the  late  Benjamin  R.  Raynor, 
whose  ancestors  were  the  original  settlers  at  Free- 
]>ort.  Two  children  were  born  of  the  marriage, 
Harriet  R.  and  Archer  B.  Wallace. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN. 

Visitors  to  Great  Neck,  Long  Island,  when 
viewing  the  old  mill  there,  wdiich  has  been  a  land- 
mark for  a  great  number  of  years,  will  naturally 
inquire  the  name  of  the  owner,  and  the  reply  will 
be  John  Allen,  the  maternal  great-great-grandfa- 
ther of  Henry  W.  Allen,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Thus  an  idea  may  be  obtained  of  the  antiquity  of 
the  family,  which  settled  at  Great  Neck  in  the 
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early  history  of  that  part  of  the  country.  John 
Allen  was  born  in  1701,  and  lived  where  the  Eld- 
ridge  property  is  now  situated.  Here  he  resided 
during  the  great  Revolutionary  struggle,  and 
here  he  peacefully  died  in  1792,  glorying  in  his 
countrv's  independence  from  the  British  yoke. 
His  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth.  David  Allen  was 
his  son  and  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
and  he,  too,  was  born  in  Great  Neck.  He  repaired 
the  old  mill  which  had  done  such  good  service  in 
the  Revolutionary  days,  and  entered  into  other 
business  schemes.  As  a  land-owner  he  was  one 
of  the  largest  on  the  island,  possessing  three  thou- 
sand acres  at  one  time.  His  wife's  name  was  Ann, 
to  whom  thirteen  children  were  born.  John  Allen, 
second  son  of  David,  was  the  maternal  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject.  His  wife's  name  w^as  Phoebe 
Morrill,  and  they  had  seven  children,  namely: 
Harriet,  Elizabeth,  CorneHa,  Louise,  John,  Will- 
iam and  Richard.  John  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business  in  New  York,  in  which  he  was  eminently 
successful.  Harriet,  his  daughter,  is  the  mother 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Henry  Allen  was  the  paternal  great-grandfa- 
ther of  Henry  VV.  Allen,  and  was  a  worthy  farmer. 
His  son,  John  Allen,  in  time  came  into  possession 
of  some  of  the  prof)erty  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
family,  and  he  was  a  shrewd  but  honest  business 
man.  His  family  consisted  of  four  children, — 
Hiram,  W.  H.,  Benjamin  \V.  and  Catherine. 
Hiram,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1806, 
and  in  1835  married  Harriet  Allen,  who  was  born 
in  1807.  Their  children  were  Henry  W..  John 
B.,  William  A.  and  Ph(i?be  L.  Hiram  Allen  was  a 
noted  stock-raiser,  and  was  far-famed  as  a  horse 
man.    His  death  resulted  from  a  fall  from  a  horse. 

Henry  W.  Allen  was  born  in  Great  Xeck  on 
January  ^.  18 ^v  *'ind  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  village.  He  always  followed  agri- 
cultural {)ursuits.  \\\  1873  he  sold  his  farm,  but 
Ix'iiirr  a  man  of  enprLry.  inactivilv  became  distaste- 
ful to  him,  and  he  turned  his  mind  to  various  pur- 
suits, such  as  clerking,  etc.  In  1879  he  jnirchased 
his  present  site,  upon  which  he  erected  a  beautiful 
home,  and  here  in  comfort  he  is  f)assing  his  declin- 
ing years  in  peace  an<l  plenty.  lie  married  Har- 
riet, daughter  of  Henrv  and  Cornelia  Hewlett,  in 


the  spring  of  1879.  He  has  held  several  offices, 
such  as  excise  commissioner,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  for  six  years,  the  collector 
and  treasurer  for  the  school  district,  and  further 
for  eight  years  has  been  census  taker  for  the 
.school  district.  He  is  a  worthy  citizen,  esteemed 
by  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican. 

JAMES  P.  NIEMANN. 

James  P.  Niemann  is  the  present  district  attor- 
ney of  Nassau  county  and  resides  at  Lynbrook. 
Pie  was  born  in  New  York  city  September  1, 
1858;  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Coop- 
er Union  and  read  law  in  the  office  of  Brown,  Hall 
&  \'anderpoel,  under  the  special  direction  of  A. 
Oakey  Hall,  who  for  sixteen  years  was  district 
attorney  of  New  York  city.  In  September,  1879, 
Mr.  Niemann  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  su- 
preme court,  and  in  September,  1884,  to  the  Unit- 
ed States  court,  and  has  enjoyed  a  large  general 
practice,  his  office  being  in  the  Times  Building, 
New  York  city.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State 
I>ar  Association,  the  Nassau  County  Bar  Asso- 
ciation and  also  of  many  prominent  fraternal  so- 
cieties and  social  organizations,  among  them  Mas- 
sapecjua  [.odge.  No.  822,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Hempstead 
Lodge,  I.  O.  ().  F.  (No.  141)  ;  Charter  Oak  Coun- 
cil, No.  1415,  Royal  Arcanum  ;  Court  Seaside,  No. 
113,  Foresters  of  America;  Rockville  Centre 
Council  of  Junior  ( ).  U.  A.  M. ;  the  Country  Club 
and  Hempstead  Cycle  Club. 

In  1887  ^^^  became  a  resident  of  Lynbrook, 
and  immediately  identified  himself  witli  the  move- 
ment for  the  advancement  of  education  on  Long 
Island  and  all  public  measures  calculated  to  sub- 
serve the  best  interests  of  the  community.  He 
was  the  first  {)resident  of  Union  Free  School  Dis- 
trict No.  20,  of  Lynbrook,  and  took  an  active  inter- 
<.st  in  the  erection  of  the  new  school  house. 

Z\\r.  Niemann  has  always  been  a  Democrat 
and  when,  in  J 808,  the  new  county  of  Nassau  was 
erected  receiycd  the  nomination  of  his  party  for 
tile  ^>ftlce  of  district  attorney.  Although  this  was 
the  Roosevelt  landslide  year  Mr.  Niemann  was 
elected  over  his  Republican  opponent  by  a  major- 
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ity  of  about  twenty-five  votes,  and  thus  given  the 
distinction  of  serving  as  the  first  district  attor- 
ney of  the  nevvly  created  county.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  in  1901  he  was  renominated  and 
re-olected  by  a  plurality  of  1866,  whereas  the  Re-  . 
publican  ticket  as  to  the  other  offices  was  vic- 
torious by  majorities  ranging  from  800  to  1,000. 
As  the  first  prosecuting  officer  of  the  county 
^Ir.  Niemann  made  a  splendid  record  and  won  the 
hig"hest  comniendation  of  the  bar  and  of  the  pub- 
lic. Honest,  capable  and  conscientious,  he  gave 
the  office  an  administration  which  establishes  a 
well  set  standard.  llie  phenomenal  vote  cast 
for  Mr.  Niemann  at  his  second  election  proves  that 
the  people  are  observant  and  discriminative,  and 
that  they  are  the  trusted  friends  of  the  man  in 
office  who  IS  true  to  his  official  duty. 

GEORGE  W.  EAST^L\N. 

I 

George  W.  Eastman,  who  resides  in  Roslyn 
and  has  gained  prominence  as  a  lawyer  of  marked 
ability,  was  born  March  12,   1856.  in  Roslyn,  in 
the  house  in  which  his  brother  and  partner,  H.  M. 
W.  Eastman,  now  resides.    More  than  two  ceiUur- 
ies  and  a  half  have  i)assed  since  the  first  Eastman 
sailed  from  Southampton,  Tjigland,  taking  up  his 
acKxle  in  the  Massachusetts  Bav  colonv  in  t6^8. 
He  participated  in  the  founding  of  the  town  of 
Salisbury,  Massachusetts.      In   later  generations 
the   family  was  established  in   New   Hampshire, 
where  occurred  the  birth  of  Jacob  C.  Eastman,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject.    He  removed  to  Ros- 
lyn. Long  Lsland,  and  there  on  May  8,  1826,  Henry 
W.  Kastman  was  born.    He  was  destined  to  have 
marked  influence  on  the  public  life  of  the  com- 
munity.    He  became  a  distinguished  real  estate 
lawvcr,  was  a  very  prominent  temperance  worker, 
was  the  founder  of  the  Roslyn  Savings  J^ank,  and 
was  closely  identified  with  the  material,  intellect- 
ual and  moral  development  of  the  community. 

Lender  private  tutors  George  W.  Eastman  ac- 
quired his  Hterary  education  and  in  the  Columbia 
College  Law  School  he  prepared  for  the  bar,  be- 
inc^  admitted  to  practice  in  1877.  He  then  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  father  and  his  brother, 
and  the  relationship  was  thus  maintained  until  the 


father's  death,  since  which  time  the  brothers  have 
carried  on  the  business,  having  a  large  and  repre- 
sentative clientage.  Theirs  is  entirely  a  civil  law 
practice,  and  their  specialty  is  real  estate  law.  The 
firm  has  had  an  office  at  Roslyn  since  1847,  ^^^ 
was  established  by  Henry  W.  Eastman,  and  later 
became  Eastman  &  Garretson.  and  after  the  death 
of  the  father  it  became  Garretson  &  Eastman. 
Mr.  Garretson  retired  later  and  went  on  the  bench, 
and  the  firm  is  now  and  since  1896  has  been  East- 
man 6y:  Eastman. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1881,  Mr.  Eastman 
was  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Rushmore,  a  daughter 
of  William  T.  Rushmore  of  Hempstead,  and  they 
had  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living,  Ruth, 
Mortimer  and  G.  Lester.  They  have  a  beautiful 
home  at  Roslyn,  and  the  air  of  hospitality,  refine- 
ment and  good  cheer  makes  it  a  favorite  resort 
with  their  many  friends.  Mr.  Eastman's  father 
was  very  active  in  ])olitics,  and  when  he  died  the 
son  to<A'  his  place  in  active  ])olitical  work.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Re]niblican  central  commit- 
tee of  Nassau  county,  was  treasurer  of  the  central 
committee  of  Queens  county,  has  l>een  a  delegate 
to  various  conventions  and  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican club  of  New  York  and  of  many  other 
clubs.  He  was  at  one  time  honored  by  his  party 
with  the  nomination  for  assemblyman.  Mr.  East- 
man is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Roslyn  and 
in  manv  portions  of  Long  Island.  He  is  a  man  of 
strong  meiualily,  keen  discernment,  a  citizen  of 
marked  })atriotism  and  public  spirit  and  a  lawyer 
of  pronounced  ability. 

c;eorge  a.  :\iott. 

Vo  occupy  high  position  among  professional 
men.  in  any  de])artment,  is  possible  only  through 
conspicuous  talent,  peculiar  aptitude,  and  great 
determination.  Particularly  true  is  this  when  the 
profession  is  so  exacting  as  is  the  law,  and  in  so 
large  a  field  as  Kings  county,  with  its  army  of  ac- 
comf>lished  lawyers.  That  George  A.  Mott  occu- 
pies such  a  position  is  acknowledged  throughout 
the  ranks  of  his  professional  associates. 

Mr.  Mott  was  born  May  23,  1836,  in  Lyn- 
brook.  Long  Island,  son  of  David    and    Rachel 
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(Dorian)  Mott.  The  father  was  a  prosperous  and 
extensive  farmer;  in  1845  he  removed  to  New 
York  and  became  a  market  man ;  he  was  active  in 
the  Methodist  church,  and  was  a  most  exemplary 
character.  He  died  in  1861,  and  his  wife  in  1893. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
are  living ;  George  A. ;  Matilda,  widow  of  Peter 
A.  Waddy,  of  Brooklyn ;  and  Laura  D.,  wife  of 
Charles  Odell,  of  the  same  citv.  David  Mott  was 
born  at  Far  Rockaway,  as  were  his  father  also 
named  David,  and  his  grandfather  John,  the  latter 
named  having  been  the  pioneer  settler  in  that 
region. 

George  A.  Mott  received  only  such  education 
as  was  afforded  by  the  neighborhood  schools,  but 
in  early  life  he  developed  an  intense  love  for  read- 
ing, and  thus  supplied  his  deficiencies.  He  studied 
law  with  Spooner  &  Taber,  then  among  the  most 
capable  of  Brooklyn  lawyers,  and  earnest  friends 
of  their  student,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1863.  He  opened  an  office  in  New  York  and 
practiced  in  the  courts  of  that  city  until  i88t,  when 
he  removed  to  Brooklyn,  and  established  himself 
in  the  Garfield  building,  where  he  is  yet  located. 
During  his  long  professional  life  he  has  had  a  re- 
markable experience.  His  inclination  being  for 
criminal  law,  he  has  given  comparatively  little  at- 
tention to  aught  else,  and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he 
has  defended  in  as  many  as  thirty-seven  hundred 
different  cases,  a  record  without  parallel  in  legal 
annals.  One  of  the  most  notorious  of  these  cases, 
where  a  large  number  were  among  the  most  noted 
of  tlieir  times,  was  that  of  the  Astoria  masked 
burglars. 

]\lr.  Mott  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
habitually  taken  an  active  part  in  political  affairs. 
He  served  two  terms  as  excise  commissioner  and 
in  ^lasonry  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree, Scottish  Rite.  In  early  life  he  married  Miss 
Ellen  Seabury,  daughter  of  Alfred  Seabury,  of 
Brooklyn,  and  of  the  marriage  were  born  four  chil- 
dren :  Florence,  wife  of  Joseph  S.  Simonson,  of 
Lynbrook ;  Georgetta,  wife  of  George  D.  Smith, 
of  Hempstead :  Stella,  wife  of  Chauncey  David- 
son, of  Oceanside,  Long  Island :  and  Nellie,  wife 
of  Frank  Davidson,  of  Hempstead.  Mrs,  Mott 
died  in  1872,  and  Mr.  Mott  married  Miss  Harriet 


G.  Black,  a  daughter  of  John  Black,  of 
sey,  and  of  this  marriage  were  bom 
Frank  W.,  who  married  Dr.  Fred  C.  H< 
New  York ;  Leon  A.  and  Benjamin  C.  M 
present  Mrs.  Mott  was  formerly  Miss  1 
Engels,  daughter  of  Paul  Engels,  of 
Center,  Long  Island,  whom  Mr.  Mott 
July  29,  1893 ;  a  daughter,  Phillis  Dea^ 
born  of  this  union,  and  George  A.  Moti 
subject  has  up  to  the  present  time  ninete 
children,  his  youngest  child  being  nin 
old,  and  his  oldest  forty-eight  years  of 
Mr.  Mott  is  one  of  the  oldest  practi 
the  Long  Island  bar.  He  is  editor  of  th 
Recorder,  of  Lynbrook,  and  has  been  edi 
Queens  County  Advance. 

J.  SEYMOUR  SNEDEKER 

1.  Seymour  Snedeker,  of  Hempstead 
inent  citizen  and  lawyer  of  Nassau  coi 
has  at  various  times  occupied  public  pc 
usefulness  and  responsibility,  was  bom  a1 
which  is  his  home,  April  9,  1845.  ^ 
Lewis  Snedeker,  born  in  Huntington,  \ 
and,  removed  in  1837  to  Hempstead, 
followed  his  calling  as  a  shoemaker.  F 
honest,  industrious  man,  and  was  the 
eight  children,  of  whom  are  now  livi 
daughters  and  one  son. 

J.  Seymour  Snedeker,  being  one  o 
family  of  children,  was  early  obliged  t 
himself,  and  to  acquire  his  education  th 
own  effort.  His  schooling  was  limite 
afforded  by  a  common  school,  but  he  was 
ent  reader,  and  he  added  to  his  store  of  k 
by  diligent  jjrivate  reading  during  his  sj 
hours.  He  read  law  under  the  tutorshi]: 
ander  Hadden  and  Daniel  Clark,  and  waj 
to  the  bar  in  i8f')6.  His  practice  has  bee 
in  the  various  courts  of  Queens,  Nassau 
cent  counties,  and  he  has  long  enjoyed  tl 
tion  of  being  a  conscientious,  diligent  an 
fnl  ])ractitioner. 

A  Republican  from  the  founding  of 
Mr.  Snedeker  has  always  been  an  earnes 
advocate  of  its  princi[)les  and  policies 
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by  entering  in  early  life  the  grocery  business.  In 
1888,  he  abandoned  this  enterprise  and  engaged  in 
the  contracting  and  livery  business  in  Roslyn,  a 
business  which  he  still  carries  on  with  marked 
success. 

He  is  a  member  of  Protection  Lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  Shield  of  Honor,  Roslyn  Benevolent  Society, 
and  the  Roslyn  \^olunteer  Fire  Department.  He 
is  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  is  thoroughly  iden- 
tified with  the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  town. 

In  October,  1885,  he  was  married  in  Roslyn, 
to  Nora  H.,  daughter  of  William  H.,  and  Cather- 
ine Smith.  They  have  two  daughters,  Elsie  S., 
bom  in  1888,  and  Ellen  W.  born  in  1894. 

CORNELIUS  E.  REMSEN. 

Cornelius  E.  Remsen,  undertaker,  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  public-spirited  citizen  of  Roslyn, 
Long  Island,  was  born  at  Port  Washington,  May 
6.  1858.  His  parents  were  John  Rurtis  and  Anna 
Maria  T Edwards)  Remsen.  The  Remsen  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  state,  and  characterized 
by  pa*^riotism  and  public  spirit  throughout  its  en- 
tire history.  At  an  early  period  in  the  history  of 
the  original  settlement  of  the  country,  it  furnished 
re])resentatives  who  took  a  j)rominent  part  in  pub- 
lic affairs  and  were  important  factors  in  the  ma- 
terial and  commercial  development  of  the  young 
colony.  Jeremiah  Remsen,  the  grandfather,  son 
of  ^^'iIliam  Remsen,  was  l)orn  at  (jreat  Xeck,  now 
included  in  Nassau  county,  but  si)cnt  the  greater 
])oruon  of  his  life  in  Port  Washington  where  he 
followed  the  vocation  of  a  carpenter  and  builder. 
He  died  July  6,  1863.  His  wife,  Deborah  lUirtis, 
died  in  1877.  Mr.  Remsen's  father,  John  lUirtis, 
their  only  child,  was  born  in  Xorth  Hempstead 
townshij),  Nassau  county,  October  18,  181 7.  He 
received  a  common-sch(X)l  education  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life.  About  1870  he  removed  to 
Roslyn  and  there  engaged  in  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness, also  toUowing  mercantile  ])iirsuits  for  a  num- 
ber of  vears.  D'lrinij  the  last  ten  vears  he  lived 
retired  from  active  inirsuits.  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  labors  amid  the  surroundings  of  a  comfort- 
able home  in  Roslyn,  and  held  in  high  regard  as  a 
worthy  and  prominent  citizen.     He  died  in  June, 


1902.  By  Anna  Maria  Edwards,  daughter  < 
Phineas  and  Serepta  (Hallock)  Edwards,  1 
whom  he  was  married  in  November,  1843,  he  ha 
three  sons:  Jeremiah  S.,  born  in  1847,  died  ; 
i860:  Cornelius  E. ;  and  John  F.,  bom  in  186 
He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbvteriz 
church. 

Cornelius  E.  Remsen  received  a  thorough  ed 
cation  in  the  district  schools  of  his  town,  in  ear 
hoyhood  entered  his  father's  undertaking  esta 
lishment  and  has  continued  in  that  business  till  tl 
l^resent  time.  He  occupies  a  prominent  and  i 
Huential  position  in  the  business  and  social  life 
his  town.  In  February,  1900,  he  was  appoint 
justice  of  the  peace  and  is  still  serving  as  sue 
'He  is  a  member  of  Shield  of  Honor:  is  an  e: 
president  of  the  Roslvn  Benevolent  Societv  ar 
has  been  foreman  of  the  Roshn  Fir.e  Departme 
for  five  years. 

He  was  married  in  New  York  city  to  Lillia 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Helen  Brown  of  Ne 
York.  They  have  two  daughters,  Edna  P.,  ai 
Gladys. 

TOWNSEND  ALBERTSON. 

Townsend  Albertson,  who  is  engaged  in  ge 
eral  farming  and  market  gardening  at  Mineo! 
was  born  near  his  present  home  on  the  ist  of  Jul 
1849,  *'^ii^l  '»s  ^  grandson  of  Benjamin  Albertsc 
and  a  son  of  T.  W.  Albertson.     The  latter  w 
an  agricnUurist  and  engaged  in  the  milk  busines 
He  also  bought  brc\very  grains,  which  he  sold 
farmers  on  Long  Island  and  did  an  extensive  ar 
j)rofitahle   business.      His   fields  yielded   to   hii 
good  returns  for  the  care  and  labor  he  bestowe 
upon  them,  and  the  dairy  was  also  a  successf 
department   of   his   business   activitv.       In  ear 
manhood  he  married  Harriet  Townsend,  a  daug; 
ter  of  Hewlett  Townsend,  and  they  became  t 
i)aretits  of  four  children,  the  eldest  being  the  si~ 
ject  of  tliis  review.     The  others  are:     Alice,  t 
wile  of  Benjamin  D.  Hicks,  of  Old  Westbun 
Atlielena,  who  married  Dr.  J.  H.  Bogart,  of  R« 
iyn ;  and  T.  W.,  who  is  cashier  of  the  Nas?= 
County  Bank,  of  Mineola.      The  father  died 
1874  and  the  mother's  death  occurred  May 
1897. 
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In  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  Townscnd 
-Mbertson  boean  his  education  at  the  usual  age  and 
iatcr  prepared  for  the  transaction  of  business  by 
a  course  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Commercial  Col- 
lege in  New  York,  while  later  he  attended  the 
Friend*?  Academy  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York. 
-After  his  return  to  Long  Island  he  went  upon 
u  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  and  is  now 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  market  garden- 
ing, whereby  he  annually  enjoys  a  g(X)d  income, 
for  his  land  ib  rich  and  well  cultivated  and  the 
good  yield  of  vegetables  and  grain,  which  find 
a.  ready  <nle  on  the  market,  brings  to  him  each  year 
a  desirable  income. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  1874,  Mr.  Albert- 
5  on  was  married  to  Miss  Alletta,  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin I.  Duryea,  of  Jamaica,  and  they  now  have  three 
children,  Mai  tin  J.  D.,  Thomas  Willets  and  Har- 
riet Townsend.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Albert- 
son  is  a  Republican,  which  party  he  has  supported 
since  he  attained  his  majority.  He  does  not  seek 
or  desire  oftice,  but  gives  his  attention  to  his 
business  interests  and  his  well  directed  efforts, 
industry  and  enterprise  are  resulting  profitably. 

IRVIN  L.  TYLER. 

Irvin  L.  Taylor.  princi])al  of  the  Mineola  ]nib- 
lic  sc1kx)Is.  is  in  the  third  i^encration  from  John 
A.  Tyler,  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  Delaware 
\'alley,  and  who  still  resides  in  that  Incrdity  at 
ihc  advanced  age  of  eighty-f(nir  years.  His  son, 
Moses  I).  Tyler,  father  of  Irvin  L.,  was  bom  in 
Sullivan  county.  New  York,  Ai)ril  17,  1851,  and 
still  resides  in  the  l(x:ality  of  his  nativity,  where  he 
has  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  ])rosperous  and  })r(»- 
o^ressive  farmer. 

Irvin  L.  Tvler  was  born  in  Cochecton,  Sidli- 
van  coimty.  New  York,  November  18,  1873,  son 
nf  Moses  B.  and  Mary  L.  (Skinner)  Tyler,  where 
he  attended  the  public  school.  He  subsecjuently 
received  a  four  years'  course  in  the  State  New 
York  Normal  School,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated in  i8</).  He  soon  after  commenced  his 
professional  career  as  an  educator  in  Mineola, 
Long  Island,  where  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  the 
public  school.     Although  his  advent  to  the  corj)s 


of  Long  Lsland  educators  is  recent,  he  ranks 
among  the  most  popular  and  proficient  teachers 
in  Suffolk  county. 

Mr.  Tyler  is  the  second  child  of  a  family  of 
seven  children  :  I>ernice,  who  died  in  childhood  ; 
Irvin  L. ;  Caroline;  Jerome;  Cvnthia ;  Sidnev ; 
and  Arthur.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  he  had  filled  the  office  of  ruling 
elder. 

arthl:r  w.  hrierley. 

The  alK)ve  named  is  a  highly  popular  and  pro- 
gressive business  man  of  the  town  of  Hempstead, 
Long  Island.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Provi- 
dence, Rluxle  Island.  June  17,  1876,  the  son  of  the 
late  James  C.  and  Annie  (Hall)  Brierlev.  His 
parents  removed  to  Long  Lsland  when  our  sub- 
ject was  a  mere  infant,  selecting  as  their  place  of 
residence  the  town  of  Hempstead. 

James  C.  P*rierley,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
lx)rn  in  Lancashire,  England,  June  14,  1849,  ^"^^ 
was  a  son  of  Peter  C.  and  Elizabeth  Brierley.  In 
early  manhood,  after  completing  a  collegiate 
course  in  his  native  land,  he  sought  life  in  America 
as  promising  a  i>etter  field  for  his  enterprising  as- 
pirations. He  located  in  New  York  city,  where 
he  subsequently  became  a  graduate  of  St.  Francis 
Xavier's  College,  following  the  profession  for 
which  his  peculiar  talents  best  fitted  him,  that  of 
architect  and  sculptor.  His  more  than  ordinary 
skill  in  this  line  was  appreciated  by  those  seeking 
the  highest  development  in  the  art,  as  is  evidenced 
b\  his  handiwork  which  adorns  the  beautiful  Epis- 
copal Cathedral  at  Ciarden  City,  as  well' as  some 
of  the  finest  jniblic  and  private  buildings  in  New 
York  city,  and  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  Mr. 
Mrierley  was  an  honored  resident  of  Hempstead 
for  over  twenty  years,  his  death  occurring  in 
P>r(X)klyn,  New  York,  May  11,  1898,  his  widow 
still  surviving  him.  Annie  Hall,  his  wife,  was 
hkewise  a  native  of  Lancashire.  England,  where 
she  w^as  born  June  6,  1850,  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Phebe  Hall.  The  couple  were  united  in  mar- 
riage in  die  city  of  New  York.  Their  children 
are:  Agnes,  wife  of  E.  C.  Pettit,  Arthur  H., 
Alma,  now  manager  of   the    telephone    office    at 
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Hempstead,  and  Gertrude.  The  entire  family  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Our  subject,  Arthur  W.  Brierley,  acquired  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools,  and  later 
toc^  up  a  special  course  of  study  in  the  night 
school,  after  completing  which  he  began  the  study 
of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Robert  Seabury,  con- 
tinuing same  in  the  office  of  William  A.  Onder- 
donk.  Concluding,  however,  that  the  practice  of 
law  would  be  distasteful  to  him  as  a  profession  he 
abandoned  its  pursuit  and  went  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  became  a  reporter  for  Brocks  Commer- 
cial Agency.  In  1898  he  returned  to  Hempstead 
and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary 
success.  Among  the  substantial  insurance  com- 
panies he  represents  may  be  mentioned  the  fol- 
lowing: The  Royal,  Continental,  North  British 
and  Mercantile,  British  American,  Hanover  West- 
em  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  Citizens  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Brierley  was  married  at  East  Islip,  Long 
Island,  September  19,  1900,  to  Florence  H.  Lester, 
daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  Lester.  He 
is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  promising  young 
business  men  of  his  town.  Energetic  and  posses- 
sing an  invincible  determination  to  be  surpassed 
by  none  in  progressive  spirit  and  enterprise,  there 
is  little  doubt  of  his  attaining  a  position  of  merited 
distinction  among  men. 

CHARLES  H.  LUDLUM,  ]\I.  D. 

The  name  of  Ludlum  has  been  associated  with 
the  towns  of  Hempstead  and  Jamaica  from  a  very 
early  perio^I,  and  during  all  these  years  the  family 
of  which  tlic  Doctor  is  a  representative  has  been 
known  for  the  patriotic  spirit  of  its  members  and 
their  indefatigable  industry.  Their  record  is 
singularly  free  from  reproach,  and  no  history  of 
Long  Island  would  be  complete  without  mention 
01  the  Ludlums.  The  first  who  bore  the  name  in 
America,  and  of  whom  authentic  records  has  been 
preserved,  was  William  Ludlum,  who  emigrated 
from.  England  to  this  country  and  died  in  1766. 
His  third  son,  Nicholas,  who  was  born  in  1732, 
was  a  captain  in  the  British  army  previous  to  the 


Revolutionary  war  and  died  in  1788.  Hi 
son,  Nicholas,  was  a  prominent  and  weal 
chant  of  New  York,  and  it  was  he  whc 
the  cemetery  chapel  in  Jamaica.  Since 
settlement  of  the  family  on  Long  Islan 
been  represented  by  men  of  ability  and  int 
who  have  prospered  in  the  various  ca! 
which  they  have  devoted  their  time  and  2 

Daniel  Ludlum,  the  Doctor's  father,  ^ 
at  Eart  Jamaica,  at  what  is  now  known  a 
He  bears  the  name  of  his  father  and  gra 
and  four  generations  of  Ludlums  live< 
house  in  which  he  first  saw  the  light  of 
having  been  boin  there  except  the  ancest 
Daniel  Ludlum  had  three  brothers  and  fiv 
all  of  whom  are  now  dead  except  Mrs. 
L.  Denton,  of  Jamaica,  but  the  others  all 
a  ripe  old  age,  eighty-six  years  being  the 
of  those  who  have  passed  away.  Four 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  and  tw 
four  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  their  r 
The  father  of  this  family  was  a  justic 
town  of  Jamaica  and  a  man  of  considerat 
inence.  He  is  referred  to  in  Und 
"Queens  County  in  Olden  Times''  as  bei 
ent  at  a  meeting  held  in  1821  at  the  Dutci 
in  Jamaica,  called  for  the  purpose  of  or 
an  auxiliarv  to  the  United  States  Forei 
sionary  Society,  the  purpose  of  which  wa« 
ilize  and  evangelize  our  western  Indian 
is  also  mentioned  in  the  .same  work  as  b< 
retary  of  a  meeting  of  "the  inhabitants  c 
and  Queens  counties"  held  on  December  ; 
called  to  oppose  the  making  of  a  turn 
tween  Jamaica  and  Brooklyn.  The  fai 
which  he  lived  and  which  he  inherited 
father  was  an  immense  tract  of  land,  ar 
death  it  was  inherited  by  his  sons.  Da 
Waite  Smith  Everett.  At  one  time  XY 
believed  that  he  would  prefer  mercantil 
farming,  and  opened  a  grocery  store 
street,  in  Xcw  \ork  city,  but  after  condui 
store  for  a  short  time  he  was  glad  to  sel 
turn  to  his  peaceful  farm  life  in  Jamaica 

Daniel  Ludlum,  the  father  of  the  Do 
long  lived  quietly  at  home  in  the  vicinii 
ancestral  residence.     In  his  vouth  there 
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lailroads,  steamboats,  telegraph  lines  and  tele- 
phones, and  the  rich  New  York  and  Pirooklx-n 
people  had  to  cross  the  river  in  row  boats,  while 
the  lumbering  stages  made  the  journey  between 
Brooklyn  and  Jamaica.  He  and  his  brother, 
Waite  Smith,  divided  the  old  home  farm,  each 
taking  one-half  and  cultivating  his  own  share. 
For  some  time  thev  remained  at  the  homestead, 
occupying  it  jointly,  each  having  his  own  apart- 
ments. Both  brothers  married  and  each  had  a 
5on,  John  H.  Ludlum,  formerly  an  assessor  of 
Jamaica,  being  the  son  of  Smith  Ludlum,  while 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  Daniel  Ludlum.  For 
many  years  the  brothers  conducted  their  respect- 
ive farms  and  then. sold  the  i)roperty.  }>oth  had 
built  residences  and  Daniel  Ludlum  sold  his  to 
Abraham  De  Bevoise,  for  thirteen  thousand 
dollars.  Upon  selling  his  place  he  purchased  the 
property  in  Jamaica  where  he  now  resides.  He 
did  not  marry  until  thirty-five  years  of  age  and 
then  married  ]\Iiss  Judith  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Jamaica,  at  what  was  called  "One 
Mile  Mill,"  her  father,  Thomas  Smith,  being  the 
owner  of  the  mill.  She  died  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  on  the  31st  of  August,  i8<;>3.  For  fifty-six 
years  she  had  traveled  life's  journey  happily  by 
the  side  of  her  husband,  who  still  survives. 
Daniel  Ludlum  has  long  been  a  stanch  Republi- 
can in  politics  and  for  seventy  years  has  been  a 
member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  while 
for  about  forty  years  he  has  served  as  elder.  He 
possesses  the  vigor  of  a  man  thirty  years  his 
junior,  and  with  the  exception  of  his  hearing, 
which  is  impaired  a  little,  his  i)hysical  faculties 
are  almost  as  good  as  in  his  prime. 

Charles  H.  Ludlum,  whose  name  begins  this 
record,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Jamaica,  near 
what  is  now  the  village  of  HoUis,  February  21, 
1843,  being  the  only  living  child  of  Daniel  and 
Judith  (Smith)  Ludlum.  His  preliminary  edu- 
r-ation,  acquired  in  the  district  schools,  was  sup- 
plemented by  study  in  Union  Hall  Academy, 
after  which  he  entered  the  University  of  New 
York,  and  in  1863  was  graduated  in  the  literary 
department  of  that  institution,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine  and  was  graduated   from    its    medical 


department  in  1865.  Through  the  two  succeeding 
years  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Bellevue 
Hospital,  where  he  gained  a  large  fund  of  infor- 
mation concerning  his  chosen  calling  as  well  as 
wide  practical  experience.  After  severing  his 
connection  with  the  hospital  he  was  for  seven 
years  engaged  in  general  practice  in  New  York 
city,  and  through  the  three  succeeding  years 
practiced  in  Boonton,  New  Jersey.  Since  1878 
he  has  continuously  resided  in  Hempstead,  where 
his  professional  skill  and  ability  have  gained  him 
distinction  as  a  leading  representative  of  the 
medical  fratemitv.  He  was  interne  in  Bellevue 
Hospital  from  1865  until  1867,  was  visiting 
physician  of  the  Northern  Dispensary  of  New 
York  from  1868  until  1874,  and  visiting  physician 
of  the  Out-door  Department  of  Bellevue  Hospital 
from  1867  "ritJ^  ^874-  We  is  now  a  member  of 
Queens-Nassau  Counties  Medical  Society,  is  visit- 
ing physician  of  the  Nassau  County  Hospital,  a 
director  in  the  Hempstead  Ikiilding  and  Loan 
Association,  and  has  been  president  of  the  board 
of  education  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Dr.  Ludlum  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Jamaica,  ALiy  20,  1868,  to  Miss  ]\Iary  Jane  White, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  White,  and  their  marriage 
was  blessed  with  six  children,  namelv:  Clinton 
White,  Herbert  Aymar,  Walter  D.,  Marion  C, 
Alice  C,  and  Edith  Price,  but  the  last  named  died 
in  infancy.  The  Doctor  is  past  regent  in  the 
Roval  Arcanum.  With  his  familv  he  is  consider- 
ate  and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
has  held  the  office  of  elder  and  for  fourteen  vears 
was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He 
has  also  been  an  active  factor  in  local  affairs  and 
has  done  much  toward  making  Hempstead  the 
thriving  and  attractive  village  it  now  is.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  but  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office,  content 
to  devote  his  energies  to  his  professional  duties, 
whereby  he  has  won  distinction  and  success,  a 
man  fitted  for  the  profession  which  he  has 
prosperously  followed  for  nearly  forty  years  and 
in  which  he  has  established  a  reputation  for  j)ains- 
taking  skill. 

Dr.  Walter  D.  Ludlum,  a  son  of  Charles  H. 
and  Mary  Jane  (White)  Ludlum,  is  following  in 


124 


HISTORY   OF   LONG   ISLAND. 


his  father's  footsteps,  having  adopted  the  practice 
of  medicine  as  a  life  work.  He  was  born  April 
24,  1878,  and  four  years  later  was  brought  to 
Hempstead  by  his  parents.  Here  he  acquired  his 
elementary  education,  after  which  he  took  a 
preparatory  course  in  the  University  of  New  York, 
being  graduated  iii  that  institution  in  1895,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  while  in  1898  he 
was  graduated  in  the  same  school,  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  spent  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  in  the  Seney  Methodist  Episcopal 
Hospital,  resigning  in  the  summer  of  1900,  when 
he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Hemp- 
stead, hut  later  moved  to  Brooklyn  and  is  now 
practicing  his  profession  there. 

CHRISTIAN  MUNK. 

"There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  man,"  said  the 
poet  some  hundreds  of  years  ago,  "which  taken  at 
its  flood  leads  on  to  fortune."  When  Christian 
Munk  came  from  the  Province  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  where  he  was  born  on  December  15, 
1853,  to  the  United  States  in  1871,  he  located  in 
Brooklyn,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  lock- 
smithing  for  three  years,  and  probably  would  have 
been  at  the  same  business  to-day  but  for  a  ])ervad- 
inj^  feeling  of  unrest  at  the  restrictions  of  the 
bench.  In  1874  the  looked  for  api)ortunity  pre- 
sented itself,  and  Mr.  Munk  threw  aside  his  apron 
and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  on  Summer  ave- 
nue. This  move  i)rove(l  the  step])ing-stone  to  a 
successful  career  as  a  boniface.  For  fourteen  and 
one-half  years  he  was  located  on  that  thorough- 
fare, removing  at  the  ex])iration  of  that  time  to 
Rockville  Centre,  Long  Island,  where  he  obtained 
possession  of  the  Rockville  Centre  Hotel,  an  im- 
posing brick  structure  three  and  a  half  stories 
high,  siti'ated  directly  o])posite  the  Long  Island 
Kailroad  station.  The  energy  he  (lisj>laye(l  in 
bnildini^  un  his  Summer  avenue  business  was  here 
duplicated,  and  the  result  was  as  j)lcasing  t(^  him 
as  it  was  to  his  increasing  number  of  j)atrons.  The 
Rockville  Centre  Hotel,  under  his  management,  is 
elegantly  fitted  up  and  contains  all  the  modern  im- 
provements. The  uj)per  floor  of  the  building  is 
used  as  a  lodjje  room  bv  the  1'".  &  A.  M..  bv  the 


I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  by  the 
Royal  Arcanum.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  on  Long 
Island,  its  dimensions  being  125x75  feet. 

Mr.  Munk's  scholastic  education  was  received 
in  his  native  land.  He  was  married  in  Brooklvn 
on  June  11,  1875,  to  Annie  Hairt.  Five  children 
were  bom  to  them,  namely  John,  Annie, 
Louisa,  Augusta  and  Frederick.  He  is  a  member 
of  Winona  Lodge,  Xo.  28,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  of  Peabody 
Lodge,  No.  885,  Knights  of  Honor:  the  Sued- 
eutscher  unter  Stuetsung  Verein,  Fr.  Gluck  Quar- 
tette Club,  and  Schwabischer  Sangerbund. 

Mr.  Munk  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  full  mean- 
ing of  the  term.  P>y  dint  of  hard  work  and  of 
straightforward  dealing  he  has  won  his  way  to  the 
forefront  in  his  business.  He  is  a  genial  man, 
popular  and  progressive,  and  as  a  citizen  takes  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs.  The  careful  personal 
attention  he  gives  to  his  guests  is  no  small  factor 
in  molding  that  reputation  he  has  acquired  among 
his  numerous  patrons. 

FREEBORN  GARRETSOX  SMITH. 

The  story  of  a  man  zi'ho  began  life  in  a  Little 
Log  Cabin, 

Tlie  name  of  Freeborn  Garretson  Smith  will 
ever  be  associated  with  that  of  William  B.  Brad- 
bury, one  of  those  rare  musical  geniuse.-i  of  whom 
the  ])oet  has  said : 

God  sent  his  singers  upon  earth 
With  songs  of  gladness  and  of  mirth 
That  they  might  touch  the  hearts  of  men 
And  bring  them  back  to  Heaven  again. 
As  r^ranklin  drew  the  lightning  from  Heaven 
which   was  harnessed   by   Professor    Morse   and 
thus  revolutionized  the  physical  world,  so  Brad- 
bury drew  his  ins])iration  from  Heaven 

"That  he  might  touch  the  hearts  of  men," 
an<l  his  worthy  friend  and  successor,  Freeborn 
(iarrdson  Smith  has  continued  the  singing 
through  the  Bradbury  piano,  carrying  joy  and 
gladness  into  thousands  of  households  throughout 
the  countrv  thus  seeking: 

"To  bring  men  back  to  Heaven  again." 
This  mii^hty  musical  promoter  began  life  in  a 
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little  log  cabin  amid  the  humblest  surroundings. 
His  natural  fondness  for  music  awakened  within 
him  a  longing  to  become  a  maker  of  musical  in- 
struments. In  the  loft  of  that  little  cabin  in 
^laryland,  he  dreamed  and  planned,  but  his  sub- 
sequent success  in  this  direction  far  exceeded  his 
\^'ildest  dreams  or  greatest  expectations.  His 
genius  as  well  as  his  capital  consisted  of  untiring 
industry,  tenacity  of  puq)osc,  and  a  perseverance 
that  enabled  him  to  triumph  over  all  obstacles.  His 
education  consisted  chieHy  of  the  line  upon  line 
and  precept  i\\K>n  precept  taught  him  by  a  Godly 
father. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Smith  was  a  humble 
German  farmer  who  inclentured  himself  on  his 
arrival  in  this  country  for  the  i)assagc  money  of 
himself  and  family.  He  completed  the  last,  and 
subsequently  saved  a  sufficient  amount  to  buy  a 
farm  on  wdiich  he  erected  the  little  log  cabin.  His 
son  Eli,  the  father  of  Freeborn  Garretson  Smith. 
was  a  skilled  blacksmith,  and  with  his  earnings 
purchased  the  homestead. 

In  this  little  log  cabin  Freeborn  Garretson 
Smith  was  born,  July  17,  1828.  Summer  and 
winter  he  climbed  the  narrow  ladder  that  led  up* 
into  the  loft,  but  to  him  it  was  a  castle,  for  it  was 
home  and  love  reigned  sui)reme  there.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  accjuired  a  little  kn(nvledge  of 
cabinet-making  and  of  the  use  of  tools.  l)ut  he 
became  fascinated  with  the  idea  of  utilizing  his 
mechanical  knowledge  in  the  manufacture  of 
pianos. 

He  began  his  apprenticeship  with  a  large  ])iano 
manufacturing  firm  in  Baltimore,  at  fifty  cents  a 
week,  and  although  the  hours  were  long  he  never 
complained.  He  began  work  before  breakfast  in 
the  morning  and  was  allowed  but  a  short  time  for 
meals.  He  worked  until  six  o'clock  at  night,  and 
after  his  supper  returned  to  the  factory  until  nine 
o'clock.  The  last  year  of  his  apprenticeship  he 
made  piano  keys  by  hand  by  working  all  night 
every  other  night  except  Simdays  until  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Under  no  circumstances,  how- 
ever great  the  emergency,  would  he  trespass  for 
one  moment  on  the  Sabbath.  This  may  account 
for  the  declaration  of  Rev.  T.  Dewitt  Talmagc  in 
after  vears  that  "Mr.  Smith  was  a  Methodist,  but 


his  pianos  were  orthodoxy."  Although  his  task 
as  an  apprentice  was  a  hard  one,  Mr.  Smith  loved 
his  occupation  and  gladly  attended  to  every  detail, 
and  when  he  had  completed  his  apprenticeship  he 
had  not  only  mastered  the  mechanical  part  of  the 
business,  but  through  this  careful  training  he  had 
a  highly  cultivated  ear  for  music.  He  left  his 
employer  on  the  best  of  terms,  and  sought  a  wider 
field  in  the  great  metropolis.  He  landed  at  Castle 
(jarden  like  any  emigrant,  with  only  enough 
mone\  to  pay  one  week's  board.  After  obtaining 
a  position  as  a  journeyman  at  what  would  now  be 
considered  but  little  more  than  a  boy's  wages,  he 
mounted  his  kit  of  tools  on  a  drav,  and  amid  a 
drenching  rain  rode  to  the  factory  where  he  began 
his  duties  as  an  independent  workman.  His  em- 
ployer soon  learned  the  value  of  his  services,  and 
he  rei'.ched  that  ]K)int  where  he  could  command  his 
own  price  and  was  made  superintendent.  Later 
he  went  to  Boston  to  a  large  piano  establishment, 
whcrt.  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  he  accumu- 
lated a  capital  of  twelve  thousand  dollars.  He 
had  achieved  a  rei>utation  in  the  trade  for  his  skill 
and  knowledge  as  a  manufacturer  and  after  some 
negotiations  received  a  liberal  oflFer  from  the 
Stein  ways  and  entered  their  employ,  which  proved 
to  be  nuuually  helpful.  While  thus  engaged,  he 
met  AFr.  William  I>.  Bradbury,  who,  though  carry- 
ing on  an  extensive  manufactory  of  pianos,  was 
known  throughout  the  country  as  the  "Sweet 
Singer  of  Israel,"  because  of  his  Sunday-school 
Hymn  Books  which  had  found  their  way  into 
nearlv  everv  Sundav-school  of  the  countrv. 

Mr.  Smith  received  a  liberal  proposition  from 
Mr.  !>radbury  to  take  charge  of  his  manufactory, 
and  although  the  Steinways  w^ere  loth  to  part  with 
him  he  finally  accepted  the  oflfer  which  proved  the 
turning  point  in  his  life.  He  found  matters  in  a 
rather  unfortunate  condition,  the  workmen  being 
inclined  to  run  the  factorv  to  suit  themselves.  Mr. 
Smith  began  at  once  a  weeding  out  process,  and 
reorganized  the  whole  force  on  an  entirely  new 
system,  and  soon  had  matters  in  a  perfect  running 
order.  Not  long  after  this  the  failing  health  of 
Mr.  Bradburv  necessitated  his  retirement  from  the 
business,  and  he  proposed  to  Mr.  Smith  that  he 
buy  him  out.     This  proposition  staggered  him  at 
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first,  for  while  he  had  been  successful  in  managing^ 
for  others,  he  questioned  whether  he  had  the 
ability  for  so  great  an  undertaking.  At  the  urgent 
solicitation  of  his  friends,  however,  he  finally 
accepted  the  very  liberal  oflfer  of  Mr.  Bradbury, 
paying  him  $5,000  in  cash  and  giving  notes  for 
the  balance.  The  following  *'Card''  was  issued 
under  Mr.  Bradbury's  own  signature : 

**Having  retired  from  the  pianoforte  business, 
Mr.  Freeborn  Garretson  Smith  will  succeed  me, 
and  for  him  I  bespeak  the  patronage  of  my  friends 
and  the  public.  Mr.  Smith  has  served  a  regular 
apprenticeship  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
pianoforte,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  first 
manufactories  of  New  York  and  Boston.  I  can 
confidently  recommend  him  as  a  gentleman  in  all 
respects  qualified  to  succeed  me  in  the  manufacture 
of  my  first-class  pianos,  he  having  had  sole  charge 
of  my  manufacturing  department  since  1865,  and 
having  given  entire  satisfaction  in  that  capacity." 

In  parting  Mr.  Bradbury  said,  "Mr.  Smith 
takes  care  of  mv  name,"  and  no  man  ever  more 
zealously  guarded  the  name  of  another  even  to  his 
own  detriment  than  has  Mr.  Smith.  Although 
he  has  gone  on  perfecting  and  improving  this  in- 
strument for  more  than  thirty  years,  everything 
has  merged  into  the  name  of  Bradbury.  In  a 
recently  written  article  giving  a  retrospective  view 
of  the  subject  the  author  says : 

"Mr.  Bradbury  was  the  original  founder  of 
the  business  that  still  bears  his  name.  He  was 
a  man  of  most  excellent  character,  of  marked 
earnestness  of  purpose,  conscientious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty  and  honest  with  himself  in  the 
world.  All  of  these  traits  were  brought  into  active 
exercise  and  dominated  his  ])olicy  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  business,  and  found  a  guaranty  of  the 
integrity  of  construction  of  his  pianos,  while  his 
critical  musical  taste  would  tolerate  no  standard  of 
tone  except  the  highest. 

"The  enterprise  was  moderately  successful,  but 
certain  elements  of  force  essential  to  the  ])erpetn- 
ation  of  a  business,  inv(>lving  attributes  which  he 
was  conscious  that  he  did  not  possess  in  a  marked 
degree,  but  which  he  (|uickly  recoci^iiized  in  others, 
led  him  to  transfer  tlie  business  and  its  manage- 


ment without  reserve  to  Freeborn  G.  Smith,  the 
present  proprietor. 

"Mr.  Smith,  while  maintaining  the  same 
standard  of  excellence,  and  continuing  the  method 
of  manufacture  upon  the  same  general  lines  as 
his  predecessor,  brought  into  the  new  firm  a 
capacity  for  organization,  a  general  reduction  of 
forces  to  exact  and  systematic  operation,  a  ready 
adaptation  of  means  to  the  accomplishment  of 
desired  result,  a  spirit  of  indefatigable  energy  that 
admitted  no  possibility  of  failure  and  the  whole 
based  upon  a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of  the 
business  in  its  minutest  details. 

"The  world,  at  least  the  musical  world,  knows 
the  result.  No  page  of  contemporaneous  piano 
history  is  more  luminous  with  •  the  record  of 
brilliant  achievement  or  more  forcefullv  illustra- 
tive  of  possibilities  in  the  way  of  attainment  of 
material  success  by  means  of  the  intelligent  and 
energetic  prosecution  of  legitimate  business  than 
that  in  which  is  recorded  the  story  of  this  enter- 
prise from  the  day  of  its  inception  to  the  present 
time. 

"The  original  quarters,  cramped,  incommodious 
and  inconvenient,  in  which  the  instruments  were 
first  constructed,  were  enlarged  again  and  ag^ain, 
until  further  additions  were  impracticable,  and 
then  the  present  spacious  factory  was  purchased. 
The  old  machines,  crude  and  imcertain,  were 
replaced  by  the  best  modern  labor-saving 
machinery  that  human  ingenuity  has  devised  or 
that  money  could  purchase.  The  huge,  unsightly, 
square  piano  of  thirty  years  ago  has  been  sup- 
planted by  the  most  artistic  and  graceful  upright 
ami  grand  models,  and  the  restricted  market  for 
the  piano,  confined  at  that  time  to  the  immediate 
locality  where  they  were  manufactured,  is  limited 
now  only  by  the  flight  of  the  locomotive  and  the 
pathless  track  of  ships. 

"With  the  management  of  several  other  piano 
factories,  owned  wholly  or  principally  by  Mr. 
Smith,  and  controlled  by  him,  and  with  all  the 
nniltiplicity  of  cares  incident  to  the  direction  of  his 
widely  diversified  interests  and  investments  he 
has  ever  maintained  a  strict  personal  supervision 
over  the  alTairs  of  his  first    and    favorite    enter- 
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prise — the  Bradbury — ably  assisted  by  his  son,  F. 
G.  Smith,  Jr.,  who  has  inherited  his  father's  love 
for  the  business,  and  has  a  seemingly  intuitive 
knowledge  of  its  requirements." 

Probably  the  greatest  compliment  ever  paid  to 
the  genius  of  Mr.  Smith  was  that  of  his  late  and 
life-long  esteemed  friend,  ]Mr.  T.  Dewitt  Talmage, 
who  said  of  him,  "Our  friend  Smith  is  a  Metho- 
dist, but  his  pianos  are  Orthodoxy."     From  the 
WTiite  House  at  the  National  Capitol  to  the  lonely 
Ic^  cabin  of  the  South  his  "orthodoxy"  has 
"Touched  the  hearts  of  men 
To  bring  them  back  to  Heaven  again." 
The  Bradbury  pianos  were  first  introduced  in 
the   White  House  during  the  administration  of 
President  Grant,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
cver^'  administration  has  felt  the  power  of  "Smith's 
orthodoxy." 

Personally  Mr.  Smith  is  one  of  the  most 
modest  and  unassuming  of  men  but  without  any 
eflFort  on  his  part  he  has  won  his  way  to  the  hearts 
of  some  of  our  most  prominent  statesmen  and 
militar>'  leaders.  Recently  one  of  the  enteq)ris- 
ing  photographers  of  Washington  caught  a  "snap 
shot"  of  him  walking  arm  in  ami  with  General  O. 
O.  Howard.  His  face,  beaming  all  over  with 
good  nature,  is  familiar  to  every  citizen  of 
Brooklyn,  and  the  "shadow"  will  remain  long 
after  the  "substance"  has  departed. 

The  story  of  the  "little  log  cabin"  will  ever  be 
associated  with  one  of  the  brightest,  happiest  and 
most  successful  business  men  of  the  country,  and 
serve  as  incentive  to  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tiolis. 

Mr.  Smith's  highest  aspirations  have  centered 
in  his  calling.  He  is  a  strong  advocate  of  temper- 
ance and  honest  reform  of  every  kind.  He  is  the 
true  ideal  of  a  Christian  gentleman,  and  is  never 
so  happy  as  when  he  can  be  helpful  to  his  neighbor 
and  add  to  the  happiness  of  others,  (^f  a  strong 
sympathetic  nature  he  is  ever  in  touch  with  the 
siffTerings  of  others. 

^Ir.  Smith  married,  July  3,  1854,  Miss  Rachel 
Pearson,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Pearson,  of 
Wakefield,  England,  and  a  sister  of  George  Pear- 
son, of  Xew  York.  Two  children  are  the  issue 
of  this  marriage,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 


Freeborn  G.  Smith,  Jr.,  is  a  worthy  son  of  an 
honored  sire.  Inheriting  the  principal  character- 
istics of  his  father,  he  enjoyed  educational 
advantages  of  which  his  father  was,  in  his  youth, 
deprived,  but  the  same  grand  nature,  the  kindly 
disposition  never  fail  to  win  him  friends.  The 
business  affairs  of  the  firm  are  mainly  imder  his 
supervisi(Mi,  and  the  constantly  increasing  sales 
arc  the  best  evidences  of  his  business  abilitv.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  the  mantle  of  the  father 
will  fall  on  the  shoulders  of  the  son,  who  is  worthv 
and  well  qualified  to  bear  it. 

OLIVER  H.  TUTHILL. 

Oliver  H.  Tuthill,  postmaster  at  Rockville 
Center,  Nassau  county,  Long  Island,  was  born  at 
Mattiiuck,  Suffolk  county,  Long  Island,  Septem- 
ber 2^,  1864,  his  parents  being  Warren  L.  and 
Sarah  E.  (Wells)  Tuthill.  His  father,  a  native 
of  Cutchogue,  Long  Island,  was  born  in  1836  and 
was  identified  with  fishing  interests  and  also  for 
many  years  was  prominently  connected  with  mer- 
cantile pursuits  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Reeve 
&  Tuthill. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  an  only  child.  He 
acquired  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools,  afterward  attended  Franklinville  Acad- 
einy,  in  Suffolk  county,  and  subsequently  took  a 
thorough  course  in  telegraphy.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company, 
in  whose  service  he  remained  for  eight  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  efficiently  performed  the  du- 
ties of  station  agent  at  South  Oyster  Bay,  Rock- 
ville Center  and  other  stations  on  their  road.  He 
has  been  a  respected  citizen  of  Rockville  Center 
since  1888.  and  for  seven  years  was  connected  with 
the  liver}'  business  and  was  also  engaged  in  the 
plumbing  and  steam-heating  business.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1900.  he  was  appointed  to  his  pres- 
ent position  as  postmaster  and  his  administration 
has  already  evoked  high  commendation,  showing 
that  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  in  his 
ability  is  well  merited. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1884,  Mr.  Tuthill  was 
united  in  marriage,  at  Mattituck,  Long  Island,  to 
Miss  Carrie  II.  Reeves,  a  daughter  of  Professor 
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Georfjfe  B.  and  Letitia  (Young)  Reeves,  the  latter 
a  sister  of  Judge  Young,  of  Huntington,  Long 
Island.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  now  have  two 
children,  Madeleine  Mav  and  Grace  R.  Mr.  Tut- 
hill  is  a  member  of  Rockville  Center  Lodge,  No. 
279,  F.  &  A.  ^L.  the  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  No.  80,  and 
attends  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  Of  the 
Republican  party  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter,  and, 
keeping  well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day,  he 
is  always  able  to  uphold  his  position  bv  intelligent 
argument.  He  does  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  growth  and  insure  the  success  of  his  party.  In 
the  community  where  he  resides  he  is  recognized 
as  a  very  prominent  and  highly  respected  citizen, 
and  his  social  qualities  make  him  popular  in  the 
circle  in  which  he  moves. 

OTTO  HUBER. 

Otto  Huber,  recently  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
most  extensive  and  successful  manufacturers  of 
Brooklyn,  and  his  public  spirit  and  business 
sagacity  led  him  to  aid  materially  in  i)romoting  the 
interests  of  that  city  by  employing  his  large  means 
in  various  enterprises  of  public  usefulness. 

He  was  born  in  1866,  in  Brooklyn,  son  of  Otto 
and  Emily  Huber.  The  father,  a  native  of  r>aden, 
Germany,  prior  to  1866  came  to  I'rooklyn.  where 
he  secured  employment  in  tlie  Schneider  l)rewery. 
and  there  had  as  a  fellow  workman  Georcre  Eh  ret, 
who  subsecjuently  l)ecame  cons])icioiis  as  a  master 
brewer.  About  1866  Mr.  Huber  established  a 
brewery  of  his  own,  and  from  it  has  thrown  the 
present  mammonth  establishment.  Of  his  mar- 
riai^e  with  Miss  Mayer  were  born  four  sons.  Otto, 
Charles.  Joseph  and  Max  ;  and  three  daughters, 
^Irs.  Frank  (  )bernier,  ]\Irs.  William  II.  UeEsterre, 
and  Miss  I'ranccs  Huber.  Mr.  Huber  died  in 
1889,  and  his  widow,  a  beautiful  woman,  is  yet 
living. 

The  junior  Otto  Huber  was  educated  in  his 
native  city,  and  at  an  early  age  entered  the 
establishment  of  his  father,  and  became  familiar 
with  all  the  manufacturini^:  j^nxesses  and  business 
methods  of  the  house.  His  father  had  ben  inca- 
pacitated for  active  usefulness  during  his  latter 
years,  through  a  heart  ailment,  and  the  son  came 
into  the  management  of  the  business  long  before 


he  attained  his  majority,  and,  after  the  death  of 
the  parent,  he  continued  in  control  in  the  interest 
of  the  estate.  He  cherished  the  same  personal 
regard  for  his  workmen  as  had  his  father,  and 
thcv  remained  with  him  and  rendered  him  loval 
service.  When  he  came  to  this  task  the  brewing 
industry  was  just  entering  upon  a  new  period  of 
development,  involving  departure  from  con- 
ventional methods,  the  introduction  of  new  pro- 
cesses, and  upon  a  far  larger  scale.  He  made 
every  detail  the  object  of  careful  investigation, 
and,  by  his  industry,  perseverance  and  liberal 
dealing  placed  his  house  in  the  forefront  of  Ameri- 
can brewing  establishments.  The  volume  of  busi- 
ness increased  enormously,  and  the  output  is 
tCKlay  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Long  Island  belt. 
In  1895  increased  capacity  was  demanded,  and 
$300,000  was  invested  in  additional  buildings  and 
improvements. 

Mr.  Huber  was  active  in  various  enterprises 
outside  the  great  concern  in  his  immediate  charge. 
He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  old  Brewers' 
Association,  but  resigned  from  it  about  four  years 
ago.  He  was  builder  and  owner  of  the  Brooklvn 
Music  Hall,  owner  of  Avoca  \^illa,  at  Bath  Beach, 
and  of  the  Manhattan  Hotel  on  the  boulevard,  was 
iiUerested  with  Percy  Williams  in  the  Orpheuni 
Theatre,  Bnjoklyn,  and  was  owner  of  the  Hotel 
Metre )pole,  in  Manhattan.  He  was  a  director  in 
the  Kings  County  Trust  Com])any.  the  First  Na- 
tional liank  of  Ijfooklyn,  and  the  Willianisburgh 
Trust  C()ini)any.  He  was  a  member  of  muiierous 
social  organizations,  among  them  the  I'nion 
Lengne,  the  lUishwick  Club,  the  Hanover  Club, 
the  Montauk  Club,  the  Crescent  Athletic  Club,  the 
Yacht  Club,  the  AmaraiUh  Club,  and  the  Ritling 
and  Driving  Cliil^  all  of  r»rooklyn,  the  Order  of 
Elks,  of  \ew  York,  and  the  Arion  Singing  S<^ciety 
of  Brooklyn  and  Manhattan.  He  was  an  ardent 
lover  of  horses,  of  which  he  nurchased  onlv  the 
best.  His  private  stables  were  extensive  and  well 
su])j)lie(l,  while  for  business  purposes  he  kept 
eighty  highly  bred  heavy  draft  animals  not  to  be 
snrj^assed  in  the  city  for  size  and  form.  To  one 
animal  he  atTorded  reallv  affectionate  care,  it  beinsr 
the  first  owned  1)\  his  father,  and  which  had  long 
been  relieved  from  all  labor. 
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^[r.  llitbcr  was  a  man  of  fine  social  traits,  and 
was  held  in  affectionate  rejjard  by  large  circles  of 
friends  in  various  walks  of  life.  lie  was  a  con- 
siderate employer  and  a  faithful  friend.  His 
personal  benefactions  were  many  and  liberal,  and 
he  withheld  his  effort  an<l  means  from  no  worthy 
or  onblic  cause.  He  was  married  in  1886  to  Miss 
Helen  Krcusler,  and  of  this  marriage  was  born  a 
daughter,  Helen,  now  nine  years  of  age. 

The  large  busine>s  interest^  with  which  the 
HulxT  famil}  n.'«m<'(l  have  so  long  been  associated 
are  now  under  the  caj)able  directir)n  of  Joseph 
Huber.  nldesi  surviving  son  of  ( )tt(;  Iluber,  the 
founder  of  the  family,  and  brother  of  the  Otto 
Hubcr.  recontlv  decease<l.  l'>sei;h  Ihibc-r  was  born 
in  Brooklyn,  September  20.  i8f>8,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools.  After  completing  his 
education  he  entered  the  brewery  established  by 
his  father,  and  gained  a  thorough  practical 
knowledge  of  the  business,  fr(»m  the  initial  manu- 
facturing ])rocesses  to  the  affairs  of  the  counting- 
nxjm.  He  and  his  deceased  brother  maintained 
the  most  intimate  relations,  and  from  the  time  of 
his  attaining  manhood  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  management  of  the  business.  He  has  now 
succeeded  to  the  control,  in  the  interest  of  the 
state,  not  only  of  the  immense  brewery  ])roperty, 
but  of  the  large  banking,  real  estate  and  other 
properties  of  the  family.  1  le  is  a  man  of  excellent 
htisiness  ability,  and  is  highly  regarded  in  finan- 
cial circles.  He  is  a  memlKT  of  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  I^lks,  and  of  numerous  other 
scxrial  bodies.  His  brothers,  Charles  and  Max, 
are  his  talented  associates  in  the  firm. 

THO.MAS  PATTERSON. 

The  late  Thomas  Patterson  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  county  clerk  elected  for  Nassau 
countv.  He  ^^as  born  in  15rooklvn,  New  York. 
December  11,  1861,  and  was  the  son  of  the  late 
John  and  Margaret  Patterson.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  and  at  AX'right's 
Business  College,  Brooklyn.  For  several  years 
after  completing  his  education  Mr.  Patterson  was 
engaged  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  large  manu- 
facturing concern  in  New  York,  and  then  in  real 
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estate  business  in  Brooklyn.  In  the  fall  of  1897 
he  was  elected  countv  clerk  for  Nassau  countv  to 
lake  office  January  i,  1898.  Mr.  Patterson  died 
January  12,  1901,  after  only  one  week's  illness. 
He  contracted  a  heavy  cold  from  which  pneumonia 
developed,  and  from  the  first  his  life  was  despaired 
f>f,  the  disea.se  developing  so  rapidly.  He  was 
deeply  re.q retted  and  mourned  by  his  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acijuaintances,  as  in  both  his  official 
and  private  life  he  was  a  man  of  remarkable  popu- 
larity. To  know  him  was  a  pleasure,  his  genial 
and  kindly  disposition  exerting  an  irresistible  in- 
Huence  on  ail  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
(  )])en-heartcd  and  honorable  in  his  dealings  with 
men — administering  the  aflfairs  of  the  office  com- 
mitted to  his  care  with  dignity,  integrity  and  a  con- 
scientious interest  in  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him,  it  is  not  strange  that  his  loss  is  felt  keenly  by 
all  capable  of  fully  a]>preciating  his  exceptional 
characteristics. 

Mr.  Patterson  leaves  surviving  him  his  wife 
(  formerly  FJla  i^healan  of  Brooklyn,  New  York), 
and  six  children,  viz. :  Nellie,  Thomas  King,  Mat- 
tie,  Roger  W'ilHams,  Lillian  and  Joseph. 

JOHN  RDW'ARD  PATTERSON. 

This  well-known  gentleman,  who  is  clerk  of 
the  board  of  assessors  for  the  town  of  Hempstead, 
Nassau  countv.  New  York,  was  born  in  the  citv  of 
Urooklyn,  July  11,  18^)5.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
John  and  Margaret  Patterson,  both  eminently  re- 
spected residents  of  r>rooklyn.  In  early  Hfe  our 
subject  was  an  attendant  of  Public  School  No, 
17  in  Brooklyn,  and  after  fitting  himself  for  busi- 
ness he  engaged  in  various  occupations  in  New 
Yt)rk  city  up  to  the  year  1889,  at  which  time  he 
removed  to  the  town  of  Hempstead,  and  during 
the  succeeding  six  years  followc^^'  fanning  as  an 
occu])ation.  In  the  spring  of  1898  ]\Tr.  Patterson 
was  ap])ointed  to  his  i)resent  position,  which  he 
fills  with  eminent  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

About  1892  Mr.  r^atterson  was  married  in 
Tersev  Citv,  New  Jersev,  to  Marv  Loise  Aide  and 
they  have  had  six  children,  of  whom  the  four  sur- 
vivors are  Jennie  Linn,  l»essie  Thompson.  John 
K.  and  .Madeline. 
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No  man  is  iiK>rc  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
mtiitv  in  which  he  resides  tlian  is  John  Ivlward 
Patterson.  He  is  an  honorahle  and  n])riglit  citi- 
zen, always  ready  to  cst)ouse  any  cause  which  lias 
for  its  object  the  Ix-tternicnt  of  the  town  in  which 
his  interests  arc  centered — a  thoron^-hly  rounded 
character,  and  one  which  may  he  depended  u[)on 
in  any  enierj^ency.  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  member 
and  deacon  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

TAMKS    ^r.  IIiaVL-ETT. 

lames  M.  Hewlett,  of  I»nx)klvn.  Xew  York, 
and  Lawrence,  f.onj^  Island,  is  an  architect,  mem- 
ber of  the  tirm  ol  Lord  &  Hewlett,  and  president 
of  the  l»rookl\n  C'liapter  American  Institute  of 
Architects. 

His  tVther,  lames  A.  Hewlett,  was  born  at 
the  old  faj*m  house.  Rock  Hall.  Lawrence,  l^ms^ 
Island,  and  when  v|uite  youn|[>'  went  to  Xew  York, 
where  he  became  a  commission  merchant  and  im- 
porter of  teas  and  India  j^oods.  He  served  as  a 
mem'her  ni  the  Ixard  of  directors  of  the  Atlantic 
Mutual  Insurance  C'omj^any ;  was  a  trustee  of  the 
Seamens  Sa\in^s  liank.  and  was  actively  con- 
nected with  many  other  business  euler|)rises.  At 
the  time  of  lijs  death,  which  occurred  in  1840,  he- 
was  scninr  warden  of  the  (^irace  Heii^hts  duu^ch 
of  nr(>i)klyn.  and  a  member  of  the  church  board. 
His  wit'e  w  as  Miss  Mary  ]\.,  dauj^hler  of  James  M. 
Sanderson.  rej)resLMUative  <>f  a  family  prominent 
durini^  tlu-  Revolutionary  war.  Her  fatluT  luld 
a  commis>i«in  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  I'nion 
army  durin^^"  the  C'i\il  war.  thus  upholdinjjf  tiie 
familv  re!)iUation  for  l(>valtv  and  valor,  and  at 
one  lime  \\a>  manajiier  of  the  Lan^ham  hotel  in 
London.  Lii^rland.  I'.y  her  marriage  Mrs.  Mary 
(Sanderson)  Hewlett.  wh<»  is  still  livinir,  became 
the  mother  of  ninnei'ous  children,  of  whom  the 
survivors  are  :  Anna  S..  the  wife  of  A.  A.  Hand  ; 
Lawren.e :  (a-ori^e:  lames  M.;  Artluu*  T. : 
Char!<-'-  R. :  .\i;nes  H..  the  wit'e  of  J.  C.  P.rown  : 
and  I'rancis  L. 

Iame>;  M.  1  lewlett.  foiu'th  in  ai^e  o\  his  fatlurV 
siu'vivific  children,  wa^  born  at  Rock  H.dl. 
Lawrence,  lar  Rockaway.  \j>\\i^  Island,  and  ac- 
ijuirrd  hi>  preliminar\  educatinn  at  the  r*olytecli- 


nic  ln.stitute  of  Brooklyn,  subsequently  enterii. 
Columbia  College,  where  he  was  graduated 
tP.(X).  For  two  years  following  he  pursued  L 
professional  studies  at  Paris,  and  upon  his  reti» 
entered  the  em])l(\v  of  the  firm  of  McKim,  M( 
&  White,  with  whom  he  remained  for  four  ye; 
In  i8c)>  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Au.<= 
\V.  Lord,  un<ler  the  style  of  Lord  &  Hewlett, 
since  then  the  firm  has  acquired  an#excellent  i^  ^^ 
utation  while  building  up  an  extensive  businc^  — 
Tiiey  are  at  present  engaged  upon  the  architc::::^ 
ttiral  work  of  Senator  W.  A.  Clark's  resulcnc::^ 
now  in  course  of  constrtiction  at  the  corner  r 
Seventy-seventh  street  and  J  avenue.  New  ^'01 
city,  which  it  is  estimated  uill  co.<t  three  millio  ^ 
dollars.  They  are  also  engaged  upon  the  new  Ag"^ 
rictiltural  building  at  Washington,  D.  C.  This-  ^ 
firm  secitn'd  first  ])rize  for  design  submitted  f or^ ' 
the  Soldiers  atul  Sailors  monument  at  Philadel — ' 
l)hia.  and  was  one  of  the  five  firms  selected  to^ 
(k^ii^n  twenty  public  library  buildings  to  be^ 
erected  b\  Andrew  C^irnegie  in  P»ro(^klyn.  They 
also  have  betMi  aj)t)ointed  architects  for  the  l)*ir-^ 
ougb.  of  (^^ueeiis  for  a  similar  purj)ose. 

In   iS(/|.  Mr.  Hewlett  married  Anna,.daugh — 
ter  (»f  ]\(\.  rir)wne  A\'illets.  of  P>rooklyn,  and  thoy^ 
have    Hvf  children:   Anne,  James   A.,   Anglesea  , 
W'ilfets  anrl  Carman.    Mr.  Hewlett  and  family  re- 
side at  So  Pierrej.ont  street,  P>rooklyn,  Xew  Y<')rk. 

HARRY    :\1.  WARXER,  M.  D. 

This  well  known  physician  of  Hempstead, 
Long  fsland.  is  a  son  of  Luther  K.  and  Addie  L. 
(.\lea(l)  Warner,  b()th  residents  of  Glens  Falls, 
Warren  coi'uty.  Xew  Y(n-k.  Doctor  Warner  was 
born  ill  Warren  coinUy,  Xew  York,  Jamiary  2T, 
I'-^r;.  received  his  carlv  edtication  at  the  (ilens 
Falls  Academy,  and  later  took  a  course  at  Cor- 
nell Lniversity.  He  s(Kin  ac(|uire(l  an  ambition 
to  enter  the  nu'dical  profession,  and  subsequently 
Ix'came  a  stu<ient  in  the  University  of  Ponnsyl- 
\ania.  from  which  institution  he  gradttated  in  the 
\<'ar  iX(;S.  The  young  doctor  selected  Hemp- 
stead. I.oni;  [>land,  as  the  field  of  his  labor,  and 
theTv'  enured  upon  the  practice  of  his  chosen  j)ro- 
fessit.n  in  the  fall  of  his  graduating  year.     The 
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(Idition  to  his  mastery  of  the  ordinary 
IS  made  a  special  study  of  the  intri- 
of  surgery,  and  has  gained  an  eiivia- 
3n  in  every  department  of  his  profes- 
uilt  of  which  is  a  large  and  lucrative 

rner    is    an    honored  member  of  the 

Nassau  Medical  Society,  and  of  jNlor- 

\'o.  63,  F.  and  A.  AI.     He  was  mar- 

s  Falls,  New  York,  May  24,  1899,  to 

daughter  of  Charles   II.  and  Mary 
lat  place. 
])rofessional  stand])oint.  Dr.  Warner 

a  high  position  among  the  eminently 
)hysicans  of  his  time  and  generation 

dcstmed  to  rise  still  higher.  S(j- 
octor  and  his  wife  arc  great  favorites, 
r  seeming  (piite  complete  without  their 
id  they  are  delightful  entertainers  in 
eir  many  friends  can  testify. 

s    C  VAX1)KI<\'KFK,  M.  D. 

lily  of  Vanderveer  in  America  is  an 
rtrahle  one,  many  of  its  scions  attain- 
nce  in  Iheir  respective  professions, 
se  may  he  mentioned  Dr.  John  C. 
.  of  Mineola,  Nassau  county,  New 
llful  ])hysician  and  surgeon,  well  and 
nown  in  the  community  in  which  he 
actices  and  hy  the  medical  profession 

flerveer  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
l''el)ruary  10,  1861,  the  son  of  the  late 
id  Harriet  1.  ((ilover)  \'anderveer. 
lied  in  i8(>8,  but  his  mother  survives, 
ATonroe,  (  )range  county.  New  York. 
:  of  our  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
)ls  of  Iirooklyn  and  later  entered  the 
)l  N'ew  York  city,  from  which  he  was 
n  1883  with  the  degree  of  \\.  S.  He 
1  medicine  with  liis  father,  who  was  a 
f  eminence  in  his  calling  and  began 
of  his  chosen  profcs.sic^n  at  Ih'ooklyn 
laving  !)uilt  up  a  successful  practice 
moved  m  iS(jO  to  Orange  county,  this 
he  practiced  for  nine  years  with  grat- 


ifying results.  Thence  he  removed  to  Mineola, 
Long  Island,  in  1899,  where,  as  stated,  he  is  one 
of  the  most  prominent  men  in  his  profession  and 
an  active  and  energetic  citizen  as  well. 

Sei)teniber  21,  1887,  Dr.  X'anderveer  w\as  mar- 
ried in  Brooklyn  to  Miss  Lottie  G.,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  JJaird.  and  to  their  union 
three  children  have  been  born: — Harold  C,  Lillie 
H.  and  John  R.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Queens 
and  Nassau  Medical  Society,  is  house  physician 
t(»  the  Nassau  County  Hos])ital  and  also  a  member 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

Dr.  X'anderveer's  father,  the  late  Dr.  John  R. 
X'anderveer,  was  born  in  Newtown,  Long  Isl- 
land.  in  .\pril,  i82<;.  He  studied  medicine  in  the 
I'niversity  of  New  York,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1859  and  practiced  his  profession 
continuously  in  Flatbush  and  Brooklyn  until  1892. 
Tn  this  year  he  retired  from  active  duty,  going  to 
M(Mir(H\  (")range  county.  New  York,  to  pass  his 
remaining  days.  I  ie  was  a  son  of  John  and  Ger- 
trude (  \'an  Alst)  X'anderveer.  and  was  a  member 
of  the  New  York  State  ^Fedical  Society,  a  suc- 
cessful and  skillful  physician  and  good  citizen. 
He  left  four  children.  George  G.,  Lillie  G.,  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Hathawav ;  lohn  C.  and  Marv  A.,  wife 
of  .Mbert  S.  Anderson. 

The  old  adage  of  "Like  father  like  son"  may 
with  propriety  be  ai)i)lied  to  the  subject  of  this 
h;ketch.  Of  him  it  can  be  said  that  he  is  a  born 
physician,  and  when  one  considers  the  hours  he 
has  spent,  and  still  si)ends.  in  the  study  of  his  pro- 
fession there  is  little  reason  to  wonder  at  the 
acliievement  of  his  abundant  success. 

I'^RANK    T.  HF.\NEY. 

The  career  of  a  man,  especially  a  young  man, 
who  has  been  truly  successful  in  the  undertakings 
of  life,  is  always  an  interesting  study.  Frank  J. 
Heanew  a  prominent  export  mercliant  of  New 
^'ork  city,  whose  place  of  business  is  at  351  to  355 
C'anal  street,  is  one  who.se  every  effort  has  been 
cn^wned  with  signal  success.  Mr.  Heaney  was 
Ix^rn  in  Williamsburg.  l»rooklyn.  New  York,  De- 
cember 31,  T865,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Mary 
HeancN .  the  former  mentioned  being  born  in  Ire- 
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land,  but  who  came  to  the  United  States  when  a 
very  yoinicf  man,  and  made  his  home  in  Williams- 
burg;, where  he  married  Miss  Mary  Reynolds, 
daughter  of  James  A.  Reynolds,  of  Williams- 
burg. Mrs.  Ileaney's  grandfather  was  a  scholarly 
gentleman,  xind  a  university  professor. 

I'Vank  J.  Heane\'  was  educated  in  the  public 
schcx)ls  of  Brooklyn  and  his  first  business  expe- 
rience was  accjuired  in  a  law  office,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  \ears.  He  then  entered  an  ex- 
port dry  goods  house  as  clerk,  which  position  he 
retained  until  1893,  when  the  firm  of  Everett, 
Heaney  &  Co.  was  organized  as  export  merchants. 
From  the  very  outset  the  success  of  the  concern 
was  an  assured  fact ;  and  they  immediately  estab- 
lished excellent  business  connections  in  South  and 
Central  America,  the  West  Indies,  and  in  the 
Philippines.  Their  ])resent  business  in  gross  fig- 
ures Uj)  into  the  millions  of  dollars  yearly.  ]\Ir. 
Heaney  has  made  upwards  of  fifteen  business 
trips  to  South  America,  and  is  almost  as  well  and 
quite  as  favorably  known  there  as  in  the  city  of 
his  nativity. 

August  24.,  1892.  Mr.  Heaney  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  Michael 
Meehan,  of  Brooklyn,  and  of  the  two  children 
born  to  them,  only  the  daughter,  Gertrude,  sur- 
vives. l)esidos  his  home  at  306  (jarfield  Place, 
Brooklyn,  Mr.  Heaney  has  a  delightful  country 
residence  at  V^dgemere.  Long  Island.  He  is  a 
member  oi  several  prominent  social  organizations, 
such  as  the  Catholic,  the  Hanover,  the  Montauk 
and  the  Arkwright  Clubs. 

(il'ORCilC  L.    BKCK. 

It  is  interestiiiL!-  to  advert  to  the  personal  and 
genealogical  hi'^tory  of  ( leorge  Lyman  Peck, 
since  the  record  i>e>])eaks  the  family  identification 
with  the  annals  t»f  \merican  history  from  the 
early  colonial  e|»och.  the  according  of  the  valiant 
services  of  the  true  sons  of  tlu-  rejniblic  during  the 
period  niarkinii  the  struggle  for  indej^endence. 
while  in  a  personal  way  Mr.  Peck  is  tn  be  men- 
tione<l  as  one  ni  the  pioneer  business  men  r)f  tlu 
village  of  Jamaica.  Pong  island,  where  lie  has 
maintained  his  home  for  nearlv  half  a  eenlurv  and 


where  he  is  held  in  the  highest  confidence  and  es- 
teem by  all  who  know  him,  being  a  man  of  sterl- 
ing integrity  of  character  and  a  public-spirited 
and  representative  citizen.  It  is  thus  signally 
fitting  that  in  a  compilation  of  this  nature  be  in- 
corporated specific  mention  of  his  worthy  career 
and  his  ancestral  history  as  far  as  data  is  avail- 
able. 

George  L.  LVck  is  a  native  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of 
Wallingford,  Xew^  Haven  county,  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1834.  The  original  American  ances- 
tor was  Deacon  William  Peck,  who  came  from 
England  to  America,  having  received  from  the 
English  crown  a  grant  to  a  large  tract  of  land 
at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
numbered  among  the  earliest  settlers  and  where 
he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life,  his  body  being 
interred  in  the  old  Central  churchyard  of  the 
beautiful  old  New  England  city.  Ward  Peck, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  bom  in  New- 
Haven  and  was  named  in  honor  of  his  great- 
uncle.  General  Artemus  Ward,  who  rendered 
distinguished  service  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, having  served  for  seven  years  in  the  Con- 
tinental  army.  He  later  represented  his  district 
for  several  years  in  the  Connecticut  legislature 
and  was  known  as  a  man  of  high  intellectuality 
and  marked  al)ility. 

William  A.  IVck.  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  was  ])orn  at  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  in 
August,  1804,  ^P^l  the  greater  ])ortion  of  his  life 
was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he 
was  successful.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
at  what  is  now  tjie  village  of  W^est  Haven,  and 
this  property  is  ])latted  into  town  lots  and  formed 
what  was  known  as  the  Peck  addition  to  the 
villai^fc.  There  the  last  twentv-seven  vears  of  his 
honoral)le  and  useful  life  were  passed  in  quiet  and 
hap]:)v  repose,  and  there,  in  the  fulness  of  years 
and  well  earned  honors,  he  entered  into  eternal 
rest  in  June,  1891.  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
si. \  years  jnd  ten  months.  His  wife,  Lucretia, 
was  the  daughter  of  George  Leete  and  a  lineal 
desct^ndiMU  of  ( iovernor  William  Leete,  who 
settled  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1637,  and 
snbse(|uentlv  became  one  of  the  founders  of  Guil- 
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fnnl.  that   state,  near  wiiicli  place  is  an  island 
iiaiiK'il  in  his  honor.      \W  successive  re-elections 
he  was  governor  ni  Connecticut  from  1676  until 
liis  death,   in    1683.      Mrs.    iVck's   parents   died 
when  5>lie  was  a  child  and  she  was  reared  in  the 
home  of  lier  maternal  grandmother,   Mrs.   San- 
f<»r(lof  North  Haven,  ronneclicut.    She  preceded 
her  husband  into  eternal  rest,  her  death  having 
occurred  in  the  year  1S70.    (  )f  their  nine  children 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  first  in  onler  of 
/)irth,  and  of  the  others  we  enter  brief  rec«»rd  as 
follows:  Eliza  J.  is  the  wife  of  J()se])h  Andrews. 
ot  ( )range,   Connecticut :   W  illiam   A.,   deceased, 
uas  a  government  engineer  and   maintained  his 
Iionie  in  WVst  Haven.  Onmeclicut:  Caroline  D. 
is  the  wife  of  (leorge  H.  Anderson,  of  West  Fda- 
\'cn  ;  N^ancy  is  the  wife  of  Albert  (  base  and  resides 
in  that  city;  Sherman  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years;  James  H.  resides  in  West  Haven;  Knuna 
T..    also  resides   in    that   city,   being  luunarried ; 
Clara  A.  M.  died  at  tlv  age  of  twenty-three  years 
George  L.  Peck,  the  inunediate  subject  of  this 
review,  passed    his    early    vouth    in  Waterbury. 
Connecticut,  where  he  received  an  academic  edu- 
cation.   At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  came  to 
Jamaica,  Lgng  Island,  and  took  a  clerkship  in  the 
drii|[^  store  conducted  by  J.  S.  Seabury.  whose  in- 
terests he  purchased  a  few  years  later,  simultane- 
onsly  fomiing  a  partnership  with  Charles  A.  Can- 
navello,  under  the  firm  name  of  C   L.  IVck  & 
Company.  The  enterj)rise  was  thus  conducied  for 
two  and  one-half  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
his  former  employer,  y\v.  Seabury,  was  admitted 
t«»  a  partnership,  under  the  title  of  Seabury  & 
Peck,  which  continued  for  five  years,  hi  1865  ]\Ir. 
Peck  !>ecame  the  sole  pro])rietor  of  the  enterprise, 
and  (hiring  all  the  long  intervening  years  he  has 
continued  business  at  the  old  stand,  being  one  of 
the  oldest  merchants  in  the  town  in  point  of  con- 
secutive identification  with  its  business  interests, 
and  controlling  a  large  and  representative  busi- 
ness, hased  upon  a  well  earned  reputation  for  in- 
tegrity, reliability  and  inflexible  honor  and  rein- 
forced by  an  exceptionally  wide  acquaintanceship. 
In  all  that  has  concerned  the  public  welfare  and 
advancement  of  his  home  city  Mr.  ]\^ck  has  ever 
felt  a  livelv  interest  and  has  maintained  the  atti- 


tude of  a  vigonnis  and  public-s[)iritetl  citizen.  He 
i.s  a  member  and  vice-[)resident  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Jamaica  Savings  Uank,  was  a 
member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Electric  Rail- 
n^ad  Company  and  the  Jamaica.  Gas  Company  and 
was  trustee  of  the  former  village  of  Jamaica, 
while  various  other  ])ublic  enter])rises  have  en- 
listed his  hearty  ami  valuable  co-operation  and 
^iq)port.  Uv  gives  his  [)olitical  allegiance  to  the 
Democratic  part\  and  his  religious  faith  is  that  of 
the  i^rcsbytcrian  church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  for  twenty 
\oars. 

'J'uniing  in  conclusion  in  the  more  j)urely 
domestic  chapter  in  the  life  of  this  honored  citi- 
zen, we  note  that  Mr.  Peck  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, hi  the  year  1864  he  was  united  to  Miss 
Fannie  C.  Fosdick.  daughter  of  Judge  Morris 
i'osdick,  of  Jamaica,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
187;.  She  became  the  mother  of  invc  children, 
namely:  Catherine  Lucretia.  who  died  in  1874; 
!^herman  Fosdick,  who  i)assed  away  in  1873 ; 
William  Morris,  who  died  in  infancy;  George 
Feete,  who  was  graduated  in  the  literary  depart- 
ment of  Yale  C(^llege,  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
i8»>:^  and  in  the  law  department  of  the  same  in- 
stitution in  t8()5,  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Xew  Haven.  Connecticut,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Clark,  Flail  & 
Feck;  and  b\annie  C.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Mrs. 
Cady's  Seminary,  at  Xew  Haven,  and  is  a  young 
lady  of  refinement  and  gracious  presence,  having 
had  the  advantages  of  travel  at  home  and  abroad. 
In  188C1  Mr.  Feck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
IClizabeth  D.  Ih^ndrickson,  daughter  of  the  late 
Isaac  Henderickson,  of  Jamaica,  and  she  presides 
with  grace  and  dignity  over  the  attractive  home, 
which  is  the  center  of  refined  hospitality. 

JOHN    F.  BOOTH. 

John  V.  T)Ooth,  a  i)ractical  business  man  of 
Cireen]>ort,  f-ong  Island,  was  born  in  that  town, 
Xm-ember  17,  1852.  His  father,  also  named 
F)hn  F.,  was  a  native  of  Greenport,  received 
a  gcxxl  common  school  education,  and  after  com- 
pleting his  studies  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter- 
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ing,  which  occupation  he  followed  in  his  native  vil- 
lage all  his  life.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  F.  Wells,  a  native  of  Riverhead,  Suffolk 
county,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  D. 
Wells,  who  was  a  pioneer  in  the  fish-oil  business  on 
the  Island.  Mr.  Wells  pursued  this  line  of  trade 
for  manv  \ears,  ablv  assisted  bv  his  sons,  Henrv 
E.,  Daniel  O.  and  William  A.,  who  were  interested 
in  the  business  with  him  under  the  firm  name  of 

D.  D.  Wells  &  Sons.  Mr.  Booth  was  a  prominent 
and  earnest  member  of  the  IJaptist  church  of 
(ireenport  for  many  years,  his  death  occurring 
when  his  son  John  was  seven  years  of  aj:^e.  After 
the  death  of  her  husband   Mrs.   ])Ooth   married 

E.  S.  Champion,  who  was  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade.  She  i)assed  away  in  1889,  and  a  son  and 
two  daughters  by  her  first  marriage  survive  her, 
namely :  Mary  E.,  widow  of  J.  S.  Biggs,  a  sea 
captain  and  now  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  Xew 
York ;  Evelina,  wife  of  Jesse  Reeves,  engaged  in 
the  ex])rcss  business  in  ( Ireenport :  and  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

John  F.  Jkx^th,  onlv  son  of  b^hn  V.  and  Marv 
(Wells)  Booth,  was  reared  in  the  town  of  (Ireen- 
port and  ac(iuired  a  ])ractical  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  village.  When  seventen 
vears  of  aire  he  learned  the  tinsmith's  trade,  which 
he  followed  four  years,  and  afterward  engaged  in 
the  gHK^^ry  business,  which  he  pursued  with  a  fair 
amount  of  success  until  iS()0  when  he  recei\  ed  the 
ap])oininient  of  postmaster  of  (lreen])ort.  Long 
Island,  from  IVesident  Harrison.  He  held  this 
office  hnu*  \ears,  during  .which  time  he  discharged 
its  duties  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory  1)oth  t<> 
himself  and  the  residents  of  the  village.  In  i8<74 
Mr.  liooth  acce])ted  the  ])osition  of  freight  agent 
at  (ireen|)ort  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Com- 
])any  and  has  serve<l  in  this  ca])acity  ever  since. 
He  dis]>lays  a  natural  aptitude  for  the  work  and 
this,  combined  with  his  honorable  metho(ls.  his 
integrity  and  ini<\\u'\ing  fidelity  to  the  interests 
of  his  enip]oyer>.  has  secured  for  him  the  res])ecl 
and  contidence  <»f  those  with  whom  he  ha>  had 
business,  ottieial  or  soc^ial  intercourse.  Mr.  Ilooth 
has  served  >i\  years  on  the  board  of  education. 
durini;  part  of  this  time  has  acted  a^  secretary 
of  the  hoard,     lie  i>  a  member  of  the  tire  deparl- 


ment  and  interested  in  all  movements  for  the  pro 
gress  and  upbuilding  of  the  village. 

In  1878  Mr.  Booth  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Ruth  E.,  daughter  of  Professor  George  H. 
Reeve,  of  Mattituck,  Long  Island,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Jolin  Carlton.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  church  of  Greenport,  in  which  Mr. 
Jjooth  has  acted  as  leader  of  the  choir  for  twenty 
years,  besides  holding  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school,  trustee  and  deacon. 

J.  H.  PRALL. 

J.  II.  Prall  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  one  of 
the  old  families  of  Xew  Jersey,  who  made  that 
state  their  home  prior  to  the  Revolution.  John 
J  Vail,  great-grandfather  of  J.  H.  Prall,  established 
the  town  of  Prallsville,  Huntington  county,  Xew 
Jersey.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cory- 
ell, daughter  of  John  Coryell,  who  provided  the 
boats  in  which  George  Washington  conveyed  his 
troops  through  snow  and  ice  when  he  crossed  the 
Delaware  on  that  memorable  Christmas  night, 
and  the  following  day  won  the  battle  of  Trenton. 
William  Prall,  grandfather  of  J.  H.  Prall.  was  a 
resident  of  Trenton,  Xew  Tersev,  and  was  the 
foundei  and  editor  of  the  *'True  American.''  Sub- 
sequently he  removed  to  Xew  York,  where  he  won 
a  place  for  lumself  among  the  leading  journalists 
of  that  great  metropolis.  He  was  also  connected 
with  newsi)ai)er  work  throughout  the  entire  coun- 
try, es])ecially  in  the  Eastern  section,  at  one  time 
(jvvning  an  interest  in  the  "N'ew  York  Sun,"  which 
he  afterward  sold  to  Moses  Y.  l^each.  lohn  P. 
Prall,  father  of  J.  H.  Prall,  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage ni  f'rallsville,  named  in  honor  of  his  familv. 
He  set  ved  as  a  military  instructor  in  the  Tarry- 
t(.wn  Academy,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Civil  war  he  drilled  a  company  of  men  an<l 
sent  them  to  the  front  from  White  Plains,  and  , 
anotlur  com]:)any  from  Xewt(nvn,  Long  Island, 
lb.'  ^\as  also  actively  interested  in  church 
work,  wa^  the  organizer  and  acted  as  the  first 
])resi(lent  of  the  Ouecns  C^)unty  Stmdav- 
>ch<Kil  Association,  and  it  is  largely  through 
]ii>  efforts  that  the  Association  has  been  ])laced 
in  a  po-iii<in  where  its  innuence  is  felt.     He  de- 
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rotrcz^d  energies  to  all  matters  i)ertaining  to  the 

bet:  ti  ^nnent  of  mankind.    He  was  a  leader  in  the 

pi'<^  ^bvtei  ian  Church  of  Newtown ;  he  also  acted 

^s     s^  iiperintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  sub- 

^^r^ivientiy  aided  in  establishing  the  Union  Kvan- 

creli<:al  Sunday  School  at  Corona,  and  was  its  first 

^i^lt^^rintendent.     He  was  united  in  marriage  to 

'>i'*'Sis  Elizabeth  ]\I.  Wheaton,  who  ably  assisted 

V^^**^"^"!  in  church  work,  acting  as  teacher  and  also 

^^       Sunday-sch(X)l     librarian.      Throe     children 

»r^rc  born  to  them,  namely:     J.  H.,  William  R., 

^•^ho  is  a  resident  of  Xew  Jersey,  and   Mary  C. 

1  rail.    The  mother  of  these  chiltlren  died  in  1S70. 

iiml  the  father  passed  awav  in  i8<)i. 

f.  H.  Trail,  eldest  son  of   h)hn  W  and  l^liza- 
beth  M.  Prall,  was  born  in  Xew  \nv\\  city.  (  )ct()- 
ber  2«».   1855;  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
Fhishing  institute.     In   1870  he  entered  the  cm- 
ploy  of  die  C.  J.  Reynolds  Taint  Company,  with 
^vhom  he  remained  for  one  \ear;  he  then  became 
interested  in  the  insurance  business,  and  continued 
in  that  line  of  work  for  four  years.     In   1879  he 
hcrame  an  emi)loye  of  the  firm  c^f  Parke  ^:  Lever- 
ich,  in  Widl  street,  Xew  York.    Tn  \>^'^2  Mr.  Trail 
l>ocanic  a  member  of  the  Xew  York  Stock  F.x- 
change,  and  in  the  following  year  the  tirui  of  J. 
?I.  I  Vail  &  Company  was  organized  :  later  the  tirm 
joined  with  Webb  &  Company,  and  is  now  known 
as  ^^'ebb  &  Trail;  they  conduct  a  banking  and 
brokerage  business,  and  occupy  a  ])r( eminent  ])osi- 
tion  in  the  financial  circles  of  X'ew  York.     Mr. 
Prall  is  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Xew  ^'ork 
Stock  Exchange,  a  member  of  the  b'inance  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Committee  on  Securities. 

i-'raternally  Mr.  Trail  is  identifietl  with  the 
Royal  Vrcanum  Lodi^e.  \\c  is  also  a  member  of 
leading  patriotic  organizations;  the  Holland  So- 
ciety, and  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  of  the 
Transportation  Club,  in  all  of  which  he  is  a  valued 
representative.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  local  tire  department,  serving  as  its  ])resi- 
deiit.  and  is  a  member  of  die  W'andonenock  I 'ire, 
Plook  and  Ladder  Company  Xo.  i.  the  oldest 
organization  of  its  kind  on  Long  Island.  Tolit- 
icallv  ^Jr.  Trail  is  a  stanch  Republican,  aiding  in 
pnmioting  the  success  antl  extending  the  intlu- 
ence  of  his  party.    At  the  j^resent  time  he  is  acting 


as  chairman  of  the  Queens  County  Republican 
(rommittee,  and  is  chairman  of  the  Second  Ward 
Association. 

On  October  13,  t88i,  Mr.  Trail  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  D.  Goldsmith,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  John  Goldsmith,  D.  T).,  past<»r  of  the 
Newtown  Tresbvterian  Church,  in  which  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  iVall  hold  membership.  Chie  child 
has  been  born  to  them,  John  G.  Trail.  Mr.  Prall 
is  one  (^f  the  elders  of  the  church,  and  also  acts  in 
the  capacity  of  su])erintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  his  eff(.)rts  have  been  very  effective  in 
])romoting  its  welfare  and  growth.  He  is  also 
the  treasurer  of  the  Sunday-school  Associations  of 
Oueens  and  Nassau  counties.  Mr.  fVall  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  an  excellent  tv])e  of  .\merican  man- 
hood. T>y  perseverance,  determination  and  honor- 
able efrort  he  has  overcome  all  obstacles  which 
barred  his  i»atli  to  success,  and  attained  a  promin- 
ent place  among  business  men.  He  forms  his  plans 
readily,  is  determined  in  their  execution,  ])ossesses 
keen  foresight,  and  l)y  reason  of  these  qualities 
has  risen  to  an  eminent  place  among  tne  financiers 
in  \\all  street. 

COURT    T.  VAN  SICKLEN. 

The  late  Court  1.  \'an  Sicklen  was  born  at 
Gravesend,  Xew  York,  May  4,  184 1.  and  was  a 
s(Mi  of  James  X'oorhees  and  [Margaret  (X'erity) 
Van  Sicklen.  The  family  is  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient and  honorable  of  Long  Island,  have  been 
residents  for  manv  i»-eneratious  an<l  its  members 
were  always  noted  for  their  sterling  wr)rth. 
^  Court  \'an  Sicklen.  errand  father  of  the  sub- 
ject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  at  Toughkeepsie, 
New  York,  May  9,  ['j?'2\  and  at  an  early  age  set- 
tled at  Gravesend  where  he  conducted  an  inn  and 
grocery  store.  He  sui)sequently  removed  to  Coney 
Island  where  he  conducted  the  first  hotel  in  that 
section.  He  married  Catherine  lohnson,  a  native 
of  Gravesend,  who  died  May  ir,  t85().  and  his 
own  death  occurred  August  17,  1868. 

Their  children  were  Henry,  born  Deceml)er 
14,  1804,  and  died  February  9,  1887 ;  Esther  May- 
son,  born  Se])tember  13,  t8o6;  Elizabeth,  born 
lulv  12.  180S,  and  <lied  Eebruarv  6.  i8ro;  Cor- 
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neliiis,  born  June  15,  1810,  and  died  October  13. 
1843;  Ja»iCi>  v.,  born  December  23,  1812,  and 
died  Aufifust  6,  1882;  Court,  born  September  19, 
1815,  and  (bed  August  17,  1868;  Abraham,  lx»rn 
Ai^ril  ;^]o,  t8i8,  and  died  February  20.  1898;  Rich- 
ard, Ijorn  in  October,  1822;  Catherine  F.,  born 
Mav  I,  1827,  '<^^^^^  ^^^^^^  Septcm])er  7,  t88o. 

Ifenry  \  an  Sirklen  married  Ida  \'an  Sicklen, 
who  died  January  4.  1835.  CorneHus  \'an  Sick- 
len married  jane  \'erity  and  had  three  chiMren,  of 
\vh«>m  one.  Cornelius,  survives. 

James  X'oorliees  \"an  Sicklen,  fatlier  of  C«>urt 
J.  \'an  Sicklen,  was  born  at  (iravesend.  \a)u^  Isl- 
land,  November  23,  18 12,  wliere  ho  resi<led  until 
ivS48  and  successfully  en^aj:^ed  in  ap^ricultural  pur- 
suits. In  1848  he  removed  to  Coney  Island  and 
assumed  control  of  the  hotel  tliat  hatl  been  estab- 
lished by  his  father.  He  married  Marj^aret  \'er- 
ity  and  they  had  two  chihlren :  Hope  M.,  born 
July  29,  1839,  wife  of  James  \\'.  X'oorhees.  and 
Court. 

Court  Johnson  \'an  Sicklen  received  the  ad- 
vanta.cjes  of  a  fair  etlucation  anrl  early  in  life  be- 
came connected  with  his  father's  hotel  business 
at  C<.'ney  island.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  continued  in  the  manaj^^^ement  of  the  hotel  for 
one  year,  but  in  1N83  removed  to  Mineola  where 
he  ^ucces^^fully  conducted  one  f^f  the  leadinj^  ho- 
tels of  that  place  until  his  death  January  25,  i8()8. 
This  hrjtel  is  still  carried  on  l)y  hi>  widow. 

<  H'tober  22.  1S73,  he  was  married  at  (irave- 
send to  Miss  Anna  I*'.,  dauj^hter  oi  Lawrence  S. 
and  Jane  M.  (  Dorian  )  Sammis,  and  they  had  four 
children:  ]iarr\.  born  April  S.  iS7r,,  an'd  died 
in  Aui^ni.st.  1877:  Nellie  Lr»nise.  born  December 
10.  1S78;  (icorj^e  \'o(irhee<.  born  September  5. 
18S1  ;  aufl  Mar^^ar^t  \\.,  born  May  4,  1883. 

Mrs.  \'an  Sicklen.  t'ormerly  Anna  L.  Sammi>. 
comes  of  one  i)i  Loni;"  Island's  old  and  historic 
fannlies,  whose  nieini)ers  have  been  distiniiiiished 
for  j)airiolic  spirit  and  excellent  business  judg- 
ment. I  loth  in  Oueens  and  Suti'olk  counties  there 
mav  now  be  found  nianv  of  this  name,  and  thev 

»  •  ■ 

always  rank  anionic  the  be>t  and  most  ])roi,n*es- 
sive  citizens.  The  family  <4;enealo.j4\'  shows  that 
the  emiirrant  ancest<»r  was  a  native  of  l^uijiand, 
who,  owning"  a  fortune,  wa^  abli'  to  ])in*chase  lari^e 


tracts  of  land  on  making  settlement  hero, 
purchased  much  of  the  land  covering  the  prese-ZT^ 
site  of  the  village  of  Hempstead. 

Successive  generations  of  the  family  were 
born  in  the  old  Sammis  hotel,  one  of  the  h'storic 
buildings  of  this  k^cality.  It  was  erected  prior  to 
1700  ])y  the  father  of  Neheniiah  Sammis  and  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  when  the  latter  was  the  pro- 
prietor, it  was  used  by  the  English  officers  as 
their  headcjuarters  while  they  were  in  possession 
of  this  portion  of  Long  Island.  The  house,  which 
is  still  standing  and  in  good  condition,  has  been 
carried  on  as  a  hotel  constantly  by  the  Sainmis 
family  down  to  the  present  time  and  is  now  the 
property  of  Mrs.  \^an  Sicklen,  managed  by  her 
nephew,  Xehemiah  Sammis,  who  was  born  in 
the  old  hotel,  had  a  son  Benjamin,  lx>rn  in  the 
same  house  in  i7(\^,  and  the  latter*s  son  Henry  was 
born  Uiere  on  Christmas  day  of  1796  and  spent 
his  entire  life  in  that  historic  place,  where  he  died 
in  188 T.  He  married  Sarah  Seaman,  a  member 
of  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  Island  and  a  ladv 
of  amiable  (lispt)sition,  a  devoted  member  of  St. 
(ieorge's  church  in  Hempstead:  she  died  in  1874, 
some  years  prior  to  the  death  of  her  husband.  Of 
their  nine  children  six  attained  mature  years, 
namely:  Henry:  Lawrence  Seaman:  Charles  A., 
w  ho  was  at  o!ie  time  sherifT  of  Queens  countv,  and 
held  that  ])nsition  and  the  ofifice  of  under  sheriff 
tor  nine  years:  llenjamin  F. :  Ann  Amelia,  wife 
of  ( ieorn«'  W.  Mavhew,  of  Rrooklvn  :  and  Adel- 
bert  11: 

According  to  tradition,  Nehemiah  Sanmiis 
landed  on  the  shore  of  Huntington  Bay,  came  to 
Hempstead  in  1650  and  ])urchased  land  from  the 
Indians,  on  which  he  erected  the  building  soon 
al'ter  i;se(l  as  the  urn  of  the  town  of  Hempstead, 
liis  son  succeeded  him  and,  as  stated  above, 
while  he  was  ])n)])netor  during  the  Revolutionarv 
w;ir  British  officers  used  the  inn  as  their  head- 
(lUailers.  The  hot<'l  interior  still  shows  colonial 
wood  trimniin^v,  <>ld  fashioned  doors  and  hinges 
and  a  secret  stairway,  through  which  it  is  said 
Xi'liemiali  Sammis  esca])e(l  from  being  pressed 
ir.to  the  I'ritish  service.  The  old  sign,  used  as 
enrjy  as  ^7i2.  still  does  service  in  the  bar- 
ro(Mn.     The  hotel  has  been  in  the  Samnn's  familv 
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assessor  of  internal  revenue — then  a  new  position 
in  the  countrv,  so  that  he  could  not  be  directed  bv 
precedent.  In  Washington,  however,  his  rul- 
ings were  considered  as  unexceptionable  in  their 
character,  exhibiting  as  they  did  a  knowledge  of 
constitutional  law  which  enabled  him  to  establish 
bome  most  useful  precedents  for  the  benefit  of  the 
internal  revenue  bureau.  His  record  stood  pre-em- 
inently faultless  and  unimpeachable. 

In  1876  Mr.  Eastman  was  one  of  those  who 
organized  the  Queens  County  liar  Association,  of 
which  he  was  the  fir^^t  treasurer,  and  president  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  interested  himself 
in  organizing  the  Urvant  Library  Association  in 
Roslyn,  which  was  founded  upon  the  bequest  of 
a  hall  by  William  Cullen  J)ryant.  Tn  March, 
1876,  J^Ir.  Eastman  organized  the  Roslyn  Savings 
Bank.  This  bank  was  wholly  his  own  crea- 
tion, the  offspring  of  his  conscientious  desire  to 
help  the  poor  find  a  place  of  safe  deposit  for  their 
little  earnmgs.  He  accepted  the  position  of  treas- 
urer and  thus  served  until  his  death,  and  was  ever 
most  active  and  earnest  in  his  efforts  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  bank,  which  was  quickly  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  valuable  institutions  of  the  lo- 
cality. His  untiring  energy  and  industry  caused 
his  death,  making  too  heavy  demands  upon  his 
strength  and  vitality.  He  passed  away  March 
30,  1882,  in  his  hfty-fifth  year,  and  his  loss  was 
deeply  felt,  for  the  jieople  recognized  his  useful- 
ness and  that  he  had  been  a  most  important  factor 
along  many  lines  of  advancement  and  ])rogress 
in  the  community.  Resolutions  of  resi)ect  and 
commemorative  of  his  worth  were  passed  by  the 
bar  of  the  county,  the  Roslyn  Savings  ]»ank  and 
the  ]Jr\ant  Library  Association. 

Mr.  luistman  married  Ludia  Macv,  a  <laui^hter 
o\  Frederick  Macey.  whose  family  ancestry  is 
traced  bnck  to  'I  lionias  Macey,  who  came  from 
England  to  Americ*a  some  time  between  i^>35  and 
1639.  Mrs.  JuLstman  is  still  living  at  the  age  (^f 
seventy-live  year^.  'j'rn  children  were  born  of  her 
marriage,  of  whom  those  surviving  are:  I'red 
M.,  who  is  engag'.Nl  in  the  insurance  business  in 
lirooklyn  and  niake^  his  home  in  Ivoslyn  ;  Henry 
^l.  \\'.  and  ( ieorge  \\'.,  la\v\crs  living  in  Roslyn; 
Grace  \\.,  the  wife  of  j{.  T.   Payne,  a  lawyer  of 


(ilencove:  Mary  P.,  wife  of  John  B.  Hyatt,  of 
Yonkers ;  Margaret  C,  wife  of  Augustus  Howard, 
of  Elmhurst,  Long  Island. 

Henrv  }s\.  W.  Eastman,  of  the  familv  last 
n^med,  was  born  in  Roslyn,  March  i,  1854.  He 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town. 
Desirous  of  entering  the  profession  to  which  his 
father  had  devoted  his  life,  he  became  a  student 
in  the  Columbia  College  Law  School,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1875.  The  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  practice  in  New  York.  After  his  fa- 
ther's death  he  and  his  brother  George  W.  and 
Garret  J.  Garretson,  now  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  of  Xew  York,  entered  into  part- 
nershi]).  Eollovving  the  example  of  their  father 
they  have  made  a  specialty  of  real  estate  law,  main- 
taining the  splendid  reputation  which  was  gained 
by  hini.  Their  clientele  is  extensive  and  of  an 
important  character,  and  they  stand  among  the 
most  capable  and  successful  real-estate  lawyers 
of  the  citv.  Tn  financial  circles  ^Ir.  Eastman  is 
equally  ])rominent,  being  vice  president  of  both 
the  Xassau  County  r>ank  at  Mineola  and  the  Ros- 
lyn Savings  l>ank,  and  trustee  of  the  Glencove 
Bank. 

An  Episcopalian  in  religion,  ^^fr.  Eastman  has 
been  for  twenty-three  years  treasurer  of  the 
church  of  Roslyn.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  the 
lirvant  Librarv  Association,  and  a  member  of  the 
local  hook  and  ladder  company,  a  member  of  Pro- 
tective Lodge,  I.  ( ).  (  ).  1\,  with  which  he  became 
identified  in  18S8,  of  the  Shield  of  Honor,  of  which 
he  is  a  charter  member,  and  of  the  Roslyn  Benev- 
(^lent  Society.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re])ublican.  with 
firm  faith  in  the  ])rinciples  and  [)olicy  of  the  party. 
In  i8t;S  he  was  elected  county  treasurer  of  Xassau 
county,  but  entirely  without  his  own  solicitation. 
His  well  known  ability  as  a  financier  an<l  his  thor- 
ough reliabilitv  led  to  his  selection  for  the  office, 
to  which  he  was  elected  by  the  largest  majority 
gi\-eu  any  candidate,  except  the  sheritt,  in  the 
county  at  that  election.  This  fact  plainly  indicates 
the  confidence  re])()se(l  in  him  as  well  as  his  iK)p- 
ularit\  in  the  community,  to  wh(»se  interests  he  has 
constantly  devoted  his  most  zeahnw  and  conscien- 
\VA\<  elYort.     (  )n  September  J5,  1878.  Mr.  East- 
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man  was  niarritd  to  Miss  (lUssie  Rushniorc,  a 
daughter  ot  W  illiam  T.  Rushmore,  a  rcprescnta- 
live  of  one  of  ihe  oldest  families  on  Long  Island, 
founded  here  in  1650.  Two  children  have  been 
born  of  this  n^arriage,  Henry  \V.  and  William 
Eastman. 

JUDGE  JOHN  FLKMIXc;. 

The  profession  of  the  law  when  cl'>ihe(l  with 
h<  true  liignitv,  jnirity  and  strength  must  rank 
fir.^l  among  the  callings  of  men,  for  law  rules 
the  universe.  The  work  of  the  legal  profession  is 
tr*  fonnulate,  to  harmonize,  to  regulate,  to  adjust, 
to  administer  those  rules  and  principles  that  un- 
ilorlie  and  permeate  all  government  and  society 
and  control  the  varied  relations  of  men.  A^  thus 
viewed  there  attaches  to  the  legal  ]irofession  a 
nobleness  that  cannot  but  be  rellecled  in  the  life 
of  the  true  lawyer,  who  rising  to  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  profession,  embraces  the  richness  of 
leximing,  the  firmness  of  integrity  and  tlu'  purity 
of  morals.  Judge  b'leming  is  a  worthy  member  of 
the  bar  of  Long  Island  and  fully  sustains  the  dig- 
nity of  his  calling.  For  a  tuimber  of  years  he 
served  as  district  attorney  and  was  one  of  the 
m<^>st  capable  incumbents  that  the  ofhce  in  this  dis- 
trict has  ever  known.  He  is  now  serving  as  judge 
of  the  court  of  si>ecial  sessions,  at  Jamaica. 

Judge  Fleming  was  born  June  i,  1X42,  a  son 
ri  William  and  Mary  (()'\eill)  b'kniing.  who 
died  when  their  son  was  only  five  years  old.  Jle 
then  came  to  this  country,  attending  the  ])ul)lic 
schcxDls  of  this  city.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  in  a  southern  commission  house 
clt>in^  business  in  Xew  York  city,  but  the  near 
approach  of  the  Civil  war  caused  a  large  sus- 
pension of  business  and  the  firm  disconlinued. 
Thinking  to  become  a  member  of  the  legal  ])rofes- 
sion  the  Judge  began  studying  law  with  J.  J.  Arm- 
strong an  attorney  of  Jamaica,  but  when  he  felt 
that  the  L'nion  needed  the  support  of  her  able 
1x)dicd  sons  in  the  field  he  joined  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry  and  went 
to  the  froiit.  fie  partici])ate(l  in  many  battles  and 
was  a  volunteer  in  the  "forlorn  h(»])e"  called  for 
bv  General  I'anks  to  make  an  assault  on  1  *ort  1 T nel- 


son. He  was  also  with  Sheridan  at  Cedar  Creek 
and  Winchester  antl  was  always  found  at  his  post 
of  duty,  whether  on  the  long  hard  marches,  on  the 
picket  line  or  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  When 
the  war  was  over  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge anrl  returned  to  his  home. 

Judge  Meming  then  resumed  the  study  of  law 
and  in  December,  i8^V),  was  admitted  to  ])ractice. 
He  of>enod  an  office  in  Jamaica  and  soon  secured 
a  g<x)(l  clientage.  His  name  has  figured  as  coini- 
sel  for  the  i)lainti ft  or  defendant  in  most  of  the 
important  suits  tried  in  the  courts  of  this  district 
throu<rh  the  last  third  of  a  centurv.  lM>r  six  vears 
he  ser\'e(l  as  a  trustee  in  Jamaica,  but  otherwise 
the  offices  which  he  has  held  have  always  Iktu  in 
the  line  of  his  j^n^fession.  On  the  27th  of  (')cto- 
bor,  1873,  he  was  ap])ointed  district  attorney  for 
Oueens  county  by  ( iovernor  Cleveland  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  removal  of  V*.  W.  Down- 
ing, and  the  following  November  was  elected  to 
that  office  for  a  term  of  three  years.  During  that 
period  there  were  an  unusually  large  number  of 
murder  cases  tried,  and  among  the  noted  intlict- 
ments  were  those  of  the  negro,  Charles  H.  Rugg, 
for  strangling  I.ydia  ^laybee  and  her  daughter, 
Xovember  17,  1883.  The  i)risoner  was  defendetl 
))y  i\\c  able  lawyers,  but  Jtidge  Fleming  ])rose- 
cuted  the  case  with  such  masterly  skill  that  he 
-ccured  the  verdict  of  guilty  against  the  i)risoner 
and  the  sentence  was  confirmed  by  the  court  of 
appeals.  Later  y\r.  I'Meming  was  succeeded  in  the 
office  of  district  attorney  but  by  the  removal  of 
his  successor  after  three  months  he  was  re-ap- 
j)ointed  tc>  the  ])osition  by  (iovernor  Hill,  in  Aug- 
ust, 1887.  !n  Xovember  of  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  afid  by  re-electi(Mi  was  continued  in  the  po- 
sition uiud  June.  iSi)S,  proving  a  most  competent 
and  faithful  district  attorney,  discharging  his  du- 
ties without  fear  or  favor.  He  is  strong  in  argu- 
ment, logical  in  his  tleductions  and  marshals  the 
])oints  in  evidence  with  masterly  skill,  giving  due 
attention  to  every  detail  that  will  bear  U])on  his 
case  but  at  the  same  time  never  losing  sight  of  the 
important  point  upon  which  the  decision  of  every 
case  finally  turns. 

The  Ju<lge  has  been  active  in  prosecuting  po«^l 
selling,  gambling  and  prize  fighting  in  the  borough 
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of  Queens  and  has  proceeded  against  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company  because  of  its  allow- 
ing the  use  of  its  wires  in  such  cases.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1896,  the  Democratic  party  nominated  Judge 
Fleming  for  the  position  of  justice  of  the  sujDreme 
court  in  place  of  Hon.  Charles  F.  Brown,  who  de- 
clined the  nomination,  but  in  the  Republican  land- 
slide of  that  year  ^Ir.  Fleming,  with  the  rest  of 
his  party,  was  defeated.  In  1898  he  was  appointed 
bv  the  mayor  of  Greater  New  York  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  special  sessions  and  is  now- 
holding  that  office.  His  record  on  the  bench  is  in 
harmony  with  his  record  as  a  man  and  a  lawyer 
and  high  encomiums  have  been  accorded  him  by 
the  l)ar  and  by  the  public.  The  Judge  has  done 
considerable  literary  work,  contributing  many 
articles  to  the  public  press,  on  topics  of  the  day. 
He  has  also  delivered  many  public  addresses.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  scholarly  attainments  and  broad 
general  information,  of  dignified  manner,  and  yet 
of  kindlv  nature.  His  friends — and  thev  are 
many — entertain  for  him  both  admiration  and 
warm  regard. 

CHARLES    DA\'ISOX. 

Charles  Davison,  a  lumber  merchant  and  mil- 
ler residing  at  l^ast  Rockaway,  was  born  August 
IT,  1835,  at  the  i)lace  where  he  makes  his  home, 
his  parents  being  Alexander  and  Amelia  (r)en- 
\.o\\)  Davison.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Ro])ert 
and  Xancy  \  I  )eMott)  Davison,  and  was  bc^rn  in 
the  town  of  nem])stead,  in  November,  1792.  Vox 
a  nuni])er  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  milling 
and  lumlKr  business  and  was  also  the  owner  of 
sevtTal  vessels.  ]  lis  extensive  business  aft'airs 
made  him  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  community 
and  he  was  widely  and  favorably  known.  IJe 
died  Tiilv  8.  i868.  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  on  the  9th  of  January  of 
the  <anie  \car.  Their  children  wcrr  ^'liarlotte. 
decea^e(l  wife  of  S.  S.  Rliame  :  Susan,  widow  of 
Clinton  F.  Coombs:  Caroline,  widow  of  Waller 
S.  Petit;  Oii\er,  who  married  Sarah  Simonson. 
now  dereased :  Charles ;  and  Alexander,  who 
wedrled  Mary  Horton. 

Charles   Davison   was   fitted   for  his  business 


career  ])y  good  educational  privileges  afforded  him 
in  the  district  and  private  schools  of  the  town  of 
Hempstead,  and  on  leaving  the  schoolroom  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  a  salesman  in  his  father's 
business.  At  the  death  of  the  latter  he  and  his 
brother  Oliver  assumed  control  of  the  enterprise, 
which  thev  successfullv  conducted  toijether  until 
the  first  of  April,  1882,  when  he  purchased  his 
brother's  interest  and  has  since  carried  on  opera- 
tions alone,  handling  all  kinds  of  building  mate- 
rials. The  hoirse  has  been  so  long  established  that 
its  rei'Utation  for  reliability  is  nc^w  extremely  wide. 
Its  patronage  is  extensive  and  the  sales  bring  to 
the  owner  an  excellent  income. 

Mr.  Davison  was  married  in  the  town  of 
Hempstead  to  Miss  Mary  Alma  Wright,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Catherine  Wright,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  eight  children  :  Catherine  Amelia, 
widow  of  Avery  Marsh,  a  resident  of  L>ro^)klyn ; 
Josephine  C,  deceased  wife  of  Alanson  Abrains, 
of  the  village  of  Hemi)Stead:  Rol^ert,  wlio  mar- 
ried Grace  L.  Coombs  and  resides  in  East  Rocka- 
way, where  he  is  engaged  as  accountant  in  his 
father's  business :  Alexine,  wife  of  Robert  W. 
Xix,  of  East  Rockaway ;  Alexander,  who  resides 
in  the  same  town :  Herbert  C,  who  married  Janet 
M.  Carman  and  is  connected  with  his  father's 
business  in  East  Rockaway ;  John  \< .  and  Sarah 
H.,  who  are  still  under  the  parental  roof.  The 
family  attend  the  iMrst  Methodist  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Davison  is  a  member.  He  also  beb^nirs 
to  :Vlorton  Lodge,  No.  "^22.  F.  and  A.  M.,  of 
Rockville  Center,  has  served  as  school  trustee  and 
is  now  trustee  of  the  village  of  East  Rocka- 
wav.  His  interest  in  local  affairs  permits  his 
active  co-operation  in  movements  for  the  general 
'^■«>od  and  his  well  conducted  efforts  in  business  life 
are  l>ringing  t<)  him  constantlv  increasinj^-  nros- 
peritv. 

C,I'/)R(i]^  E.  VAN  SICLEX. 

The  gentleman  above  named  represents  one  of 
the  oldest  families  on  Long  Island,  his  grandfa- 
ther, James  \'an  Siclen  and  his  father.  Peter  \^\\ 
Siclen.  being  (if  Holland  descent.  The  latter  be- 
came a  farmer  in  Tlollis  in  1862,  married  Hannah 
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'-■  <.arj>«^iiier,  and  liad  ilircc  sons,  (.ioiirgc  I^  ami 
•5«H's  I  -Z  .,  twins,  and  Clarence  ]■;..  who  is  living 
./arjjf*.  i  ,:a.  The  father  dtparud  this  lilo  on  llic 
'  or  X  I  arcli,  lyoo,  hnl  the  mother  is  still  living. 
'-«i>B— ^i^'e  IjI.  \"an  .Siden  was  \njTn  on  iho  old 
ifstt^^=«.(|  in  liullis.  DcL-eiulw-T  20.  1^)3.  He  was 
>"  (r;  •  i  ned  to  the  work  of  plowing,  planting  and 
'est!  I  ~»g,Hliilcni  the  local  scInKilsheacqnainted 
'I'll  ^Mili  the  branches    of    learning    nsnally 

''t  i  »  T  snch  itistiliitions  and  which  til  one  (••t 
^r:icr  t:  leal  and  rcspoiisihle  duties  of  life.  At  an 
'  'tg"  ».:^  he  began  fanning  for  himself  on  a  haiid- 
■  •"*  «"-  .1  well  improved  farm  near  the  old  hoine- 
•  ""  S  lere  his  brother,  James  K.,  is  now  living.  ^ 
^^  *^^  ity-live  acres  of  land  which  he  has  placed 
>■   ='  high  state  of  cultivation  .-md  the  sale  nf 

'■'-'**  "W-icts  anmially  brings  him  a  goo<l  income. 
»  ^  -^^-^f4  -Mr.  Van  Siclen  was  married  to  .Miss 
'J  i-_  i  _  Fredericks,  a  daughter  of  James  R. 
-■'■'*--^^  "Eis,  and  their  niiion  was  blessed  wilh.fmn- 
'*-''*  —  three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  James  R.. 
*•'  J-',  and  George  11.       The  parents  hold 

>*-"'~  ^i^^hip  in  the  I'reshytcrian  church  in  Ja- 
t  **-  "»  -id  are  well  and  favorably  known  in  this 
"^      ■«    jf  die  island. 

J.V.MES  K.  \  AX  Sia.KX. 


'V*  ■  »  T  ihe  farm  where  he 
;"  "^"X-^as  Ixirn  DccemlxT  2 
t^"*'*^  '■^  sons  of  Peter  am: 
:«-T  ^         Siclen.    The  forntet 


11  resides  J.  F..  \'an 
i8*>3,  Iwing  one  of 
Hannah  .\.  (Car- 
las  a  son  of  lames 


1    ^'^  <r-lcn  and  both  parents  were  natives  of  Ja- 
co--  In  the  year  1862  the  parents  took  np  their 

tie  ■^-ipon  the  farm  which  is  now  the  home  of 
le-^  i"vl.  Van  Siclen  and  in  addition  to  their  twin 
rs  tW^y  had  another  .son.  Clarence  F,.,  who  is 
.V  l^^^ing  in  Jamaica.  The  father  was  for  n  10 re 
in  a  third  of  a  century  idcntitierl  with  agricnl- 
ral  t™t«rests  here,  but  on  the  9th  of  March,  1900, 
a  labors  were  ended  in  dejith.  His  widow, 
F^flfll  survives  him. 
^■uwual  age  James  K.  Van  Siclen  entered 
Ssc^»TiT»c  vhtwls  of  the  neiglilwrlnxjd  and  when 
Via  pUiyaiional  work  was  completed  he  took  up  the 
I  and  is  now  earning  a  comfort- 
rni)Mng  \<'j,'eiid>lcs  and  garden 


prodnee  fiir  the  eily  market.  He  ihoronghly  ini- 
ilersianda  llie  business  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
liest  methods  of  enltivatiftn  enables  him  to  place 
upon  sale  the  linest  specimens  of  vegetables, 
wherel>y  he  is  able  to  command  excellent  prices. 
Hie  marriage  of  James  K.  \"an  ."^ick-n  and 
-Miss  -Nellie  .\.  Armstrong  was  celebrated  on  the 
_\ith  oi  October,  JX93.  'Fbe  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
Sam  \".  |!.  Armstrong,  of  .Mineola,  and  by  her 
marriage  she  has  l>ecome  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, bnt  lost  one.  Those  still  living  are  Ethel  M. 
and  fl-irold  IL  l.ike  his  twin  brother  .Mr.  Van 
Siclen  i^  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith,  belong- 
mg  to  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  Ja- 
maica. He  Mas  always  resided  on  the  old  homc- 
>tead  atul,  while  hij-  life  has  Ixvn  (piietly  passed, 
he  has  ever  lived  si.>  as  lo  command  the  respect  of 
hi>  lell.ivv  men. 

I.dllS    AKCXSOX. 

Proniineui  amiing  the  nianv  business  men  of 
l.^'Mg  Islanil  ulio  Dave  becmue  successful  through 
ibeir  own  unaiiled  efforts  may  be  mentioned  Mr. 
Louis  Aronson,  of  Rocl.-ville  Center,  Long  Island, 
owner  of  on';  oi  ihe  finest  and  best  stocked  de- 
parnnent  stores  to  be  found  outside  of  the  Iwirough 
01  Lr'Niklyn.  .Mr.  .\ronson  was  born  in  Prussia, 
on  .\ngiisl  25,  iSCiS.  and  when  a  Ijoy  came  to 
America,  locating  in  Xew  York  city,  where  he 
,-oon  obtained  a  pi>sition  in  a  dry  goods  store  as  a 
salesman.  In  i.8<j[,  selecting  Rockville  Center  as 
a  snitalile  field,  he  e>;tablisbed  himself  there,  suc- 
cess attending  Inn?  froin  the  start. 

His  establishment  consists  of  two  stores,  sixty- 
two  feet  front,  fil'ty-one  feet  deep,  with  large  base- 
ment, and  has  six  large  plate-glass  windows.  The 
(list  Ihxir  is  (levnted  to  general  dry  goods,  notions, 
perfumeries,  etc.  .\seending  to  the  second  floor 
the  feminine  heart  is  made  glad  by  the  display  of 
millinery,  tailor-made  gowns,  infants'  clothing, 
bi-Mits  and  shoes  for  Ixrth  sexes,  and  clothing  for  all. 
The  .splendid  success  Mr.  .\ronson  has  ,ichicvpd 
is  ilue  to  honesty,  integrity,  and  straightforward- 
ness ill  all  his  business  ilealings.  His  heavy  and 
splendidly  assorted  stixrk  of  all  the  popular  .styles 
in  staple  and  fancy  dry  goods  is  the  admiration  of 
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his  niinicrous  patrons,  and  as  he  carefully  studies 
the  latest  styles  and  most  fashionable  materials 
that  money  can  i)rocure  his  patrons  are  the  bene- 
ficiaries. Naturally,  therefore,  with  every  depart- 
ment of  his  store  filled  with  the  very  best  products 
of  mill  and  loom  and  manufactory,  his  trade  is 
extensive  and  lucrative,  and  is  admitted  to  be  a 
leader  in  its  class.  The  establishment  reflects 
credit  on  its  founders  as  well  as  members  of  the 
communitv  in  which  it  is  located. 

Personally  Mr.  Aronson  is  a  progressive,  en- 
erg^etic  and  popular  citizen,  taking  an  active  inter- 
est in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
village.  He  owns  and  occupies  a  handsome  resi- 
dence on  Linc<)ln  street,  pavs  a  larger  electric  light 
bill  than  any  other  citizen  of  the  place,  and  as  a 
tax-payer  is  ihe  second  largest.  Mr.  Aronson  was 
married  on  .vugust  30,  1891,  to  Augusta  Tuch, 
two  children  resulting  from  the  union,  Hortense 
and  Lillian.  Mr.  Aronson  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively in  luirope,  visiting  (iermany,  luigland, 
France  and  Switzerland,  but  he  is  an  American 
citizen,  and  glories  in  the  fact. 

ROBERT  J.  Vi\Q  FARf.AND. 

Robert  J.  Mac  Farland  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Tort  Hamilton,  New  York,  where  his  early 
education  was  l)egun  in  the  district  school,  under 
the  tutelage  of  Wx.  A.  S.  Cone.  When  he  was  still 
very  voung,  his  parents,  Alexander  Mac  Farland 
and  Kliza  Pierson  Mac  Farland,  moved  to  Staten 
Island,  and  there  conducted  a  farm  at  New 
Springville.  His  father  having  died  within  the 
vcar.  he  returnc<l  with  his  mother  and  the  three 
other  children  to  I'ort  Hamilton,  and  became  the 
pupil  of  Mr.  Alonzo  A.  Lake,  a  well-known  school- 
master of  the  (lav.  During  the  summers  he  w^as 
fortunate  enough  to  procure  em|)loyment  on  the 
farms  of  Messrs.  Rulof  and  Jacob  \'an  lirunt  and 
William  A.  and  Adolphus  A.  Itennett.  to  all  of 
whom,  especially  to  Mr.  Adolj^hus  A.  licnnett,  he 
acknowledges  lifelong  gratitude,  not  only  for  un- 
usual kindness,  but  even  more  for  that  sort  of  en- 
couragement wliich  has  helped  him  over  the  hard 
places  of  life. 

Abont  this  lime,  in  the  winter  months,  he  be- 


gan to  attend  public  school  No.  2,  on  47th 
Brooklyn,  of  which  ^Ir.  Jacob  Sand  was  th 
efficient  princii)al.  One  day,  being  in  New 
his  wandering  gaze  was  caught  by  a  sigi 
familiar  to  two  or  three  generations  of  \ 
which  fixed  itself  in  his  memorv  and  caus 
words  it  b(.)re  to  stand  out  before  the  eves 
mind  for  some  davs  before  it  became  con 
with  the  interests  of  his  very  existence.  H 
fided  to  his  mother  the  peculiar  impressio 
this  particular  one  of  his  several  new  exper 
had  made  on  him ;  and  it  still  seems  to 
marvelous  coincidence  that,  a  few  days  afte 
Sand,  who  knew  that  Robert  was  looking  foi 
necessary  to  aid  in  the  family  support,  gave 
letter  to  the  proprietor  of  the  store  whos. 
flashed  l^efore  his  sight  while  at  study  in  s 
Robert  secured  the  position  indicated  in  the 
and  his  whole  business  training  and  careei 
been  under  the  banner  of  *'Knox  the  Hatter. 
Mac  l^'arhuhrs  rise  was  steadv  from  errand 
shipping  clerk,  cashier,  bookkeeper,  tra 
salesman,  manager  of  wholesale  departme 
his  present  i)osition,  wherein  he  is  not  only 
a<2:er  of  the  i\n(^\  Hat  Works,  but  also  a  ni 
of  the  firm. 

The  Knox  Hat  W\)rks  are  perhaps  the  1 
and  most  comi)lete  in  the  world,  and  the  p 
business  is  alxmt  twentv-five  times  as  extern 
it  was  when  Robert  i\Iac  Farland  becam 
Knox's  errand-boy  at  Broadway  and  ] 
street.  Nobody  who  knows  Mr.  ^lac  F 
would  (juestion  his  important  contribution 
progress ;  and  what  Colonel  Knox,  the  ]: 
head  of  the  concern,  knows  of  Mr.  Mac  1*" 
and  what  he  llimks  of  his  services  are  am] 
dicated  by  the  various  ways  in  which  ^"*  h 
pressed  his  cc^mmercial  and  personal  confi 

Mr.  Mac  I'arland's  hue  residence,  of  w 
picture  acconii)anies  this  sketch,  is  situated 
Mark's  avenue,  the  most  beautiful  street  of  1 
lyn's  garden  district,  where  he  has  for  nei^ 
rnan\  of  the  l>est  known  representatives  o: 
cantilc  ant!  professional  citizenshif).  The  V 
is  ver\  convenient  for  Mr.  Mac  l^^arland,  Ix 
while  lie  has  all  the  advantages  of  pictu 
surrcHindini::^.  he  is  near  enough  to  his  of 
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reach  it  in  a  few  moments.  Mr.  Mac  b^irland 
married  Miss  Kmilv  J:l.  Gelhanlt.  and  lliev  are  die 
parent^  of  Howard  Russell,  Marion  Klizahetli, 
Florence  Mildred,  Emilv  Inez  and  Kolx^rt  Pier- 
s<:»n. 

Mr.  -Mac  Farland  has  always  been  an  active 
ch  lire!  I  man  from  the  time  he  became  a  member  nf 
the  Dinch  Reformed  church  at  Xew  rirecht. 
S«.)nie  \ears  ago,  he  joined  the  Tompkins  Avenue 
Coiiirregalional  church,  of  which  J)r.  R.  R.  Mere- 
<lit!i  was  for  thirteen  years  pastor,  and  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  of  that 
clmrch,  and  has  been  urc^ed  to  accept  i>ositinns  of 
n-n>rc  individual  prominence.  Mr.  Mac  I'aiiand 
is  a  member  of  the  Union  Leac^ne  and  the  (.'res- 
cent  and  of  the  Eastern  Parkway  (iolf  Club.  He 
is  prescient  of  the  United  States  Alcohol  Retitiini:: 
•Company  for  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  vice-])resi- 
deiit  of  tlve  John  T.  Shayne  Hat  and  I'ur  C«nn- 
^aiiy,  of  Cliicago.  the  largest  business  of  its  kind 
in  the  country  outside  of  Xew  \'ork  cit\.  In  ])()li- 
tic>  Mr.  Mac  F'arland  is  a  Republican  in  national 
maiter>,  uhile  m  municipal  elections  he  as])ires  to 
be  a  gr>od  citizen  rather  than  a  partisan.  ]  (e  is  a 
man  oi  great  geniality  combined  with  great  mod- 
esty, and  the  way  he  wears  his  success  is  a  ])roof 
thai  he  has  deserved  it. 

WILLIAM  ^^TTT^:.  jr. 

The  citizens  of  Roslyn.  Xa^sau  county.  Long 
Island,  have  just  cause  for  congratulation  in  hav- 
ing as  their  postmaster  so  etlficient  and  ])ainstak- 
\v\^  an  ofHcial  as  William  Witte,  Jr..  born  in  Xew 
York  city,  Deceml>er  20,  1855.  ^^"^^  ^^"  ^~^^  William 
and  Dorothy  Witte.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools.     Receiving  a  .solid  education,  he  entered 
the  world  of  work  as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  house. 
In  1874,  determining  to  control  a  business  of  his 
own.  he  went  to  Roslyn,  Long  Island.  an(l  estab- 
hshe<l  a  g^eneral  store.    That  the  move  was  a  wise 
rne  is  attested  by  the  success  that  has  met  bis  ef- 
forts almost  at  the  start.     In  t88<j  he  erected  the 
hand.somc  and  commodi(nis  building  in  which  is 
his  store,  and  after  receiving  his  appointment  as 
jfTistmaster  of  Roslyn,  the  postoflfice. 

Mr.  \\'ittc  was  married  at  Riverhead,  Suffolk 


coimty,  T-ong  Island,  in  the  spring  of  1874,  to 
Jennie  L.  J>oyce,  and  to  their  unitm  have  been  born 
three  chiblren,  William  J.,  a  partner  in  his  father's 
business;  \\.  Marguerite:  and  Dorothy,  who  died 
in  childhood.  The  family  attend  the  Episcopal 
church.  .Mr.  Witte  is  a  member  of  Protection 
Lorlge,  1.  (\  O.  F..  and  of  Ro.slyn  Lodge  Xo.  i, 
.^^liield  of  Honor.  His  nudiifarions  duties  in  his 
seoon.d  term  as  p(xst  master  and  storekeeper, 
never  ruflle  his  temper,  and  his  deserved  popu- 
I'lritx  mav  be  attributed  not  onlv  to  his  courtesv 
and  urbanity,  but  to  bis  scmare  business  principles, 
Ins  ilete.station  j>f  cvervtbiuLr  that  is  dishonorable 
in  tra<le  and  bis  high  moral  character.  ;\t  his  store 
may  be  found  everything  of  the  UK^.st  modern  pat- 
tern. I  lis  stock  is  a  heavy  one  and  his  expenses 
correspondingly  heavy,  but  as  his  ])atrons  are 
increasing  and  ai)])reciate  the  true  worth  of  so 
r-:ce]]eni  an  esiablisbmenl  among  them,  there  is 
little  reason  t(^  fear  tliat  the  success  so  marked  in 
the  past  v.ill  in  the  least  diminish. 

WILLLXM    (lARTRELL. 

l'l;e  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  prominent  wagon- 
builder  of  X'ew  Hyde  Park.  Long  fsland,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Cornwall,  Ivngland.  where  he  was  born 
on  June  14,  r8()8.  He  attended  the  schcMils  of  his 
native  ])lace.  where  he  accpiired  sufficient  knowl- 
edge to  ena])le  him  to  successfidly  carry  on  the 
line  of  work  be  chose  to  follow.  His  father,  John 
( lartrell.  was  a  blacksmith  of  n<^  mean  re])Ute,  and 
it  was  at  his  side  that  young  William  learned  to 
wield  tbc  hammer  in  a  manner  that  has  since 
rai>e'i  him  to  the  honorable  and  responsible  posi- 
tion he  now  maitUains.  Ever  an  ambitious  vouth 
in  1888.  when  be  was  in  his  twentieth  year,  young 
(lartrell  began  to  feel  that  he  should  seek  a  larger 
field  of  operation,  where  he  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunitv  to  extend  his  work  along  lines  which  even  at 
that  early  age  bad  taken  definite  shape  in  his  active 
mind.  I'hus  it  was  that  he,  like  so  many  ambitious 
nvn  before  him.  turned  his  face  toward  the  prom- 
ising shores  of  the  I'nited  States.  He  located  on 
Long  Lsland  and  started  a  modest  blacksmith  es- 
tablishment at  Xew  Hyde  Park:  from  the  first  his 
business  prospered,  and  n<'w  at  this  time  he  occu- 
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pies  a  building  sixty-live  by  seventy-live  and  em- 
ploys about  twenty  workmen,  d<Mng  all  kinds  of 
wagon  building.  i\Ir.  (jartrell  is  a  thorough  me- 
chanic, and  perfect  master  of  every  detail  of  his 
large  business ;  his  success  has  really  been  phe- 
nomenal, and  it  can  safely  be  said  that  it  is  due  to 
his  characteristic  energy  and  perseverance. 

Air.  (lartrcU  mari;ied  AHss  Alary  \V.  Dc  Aiott; 
three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely: 
Alable  De  Alott,  Ada  Soady  and  William,  Jr.  Mr. 
Gartrell  is  a  member  of  the  Shiekl  of  Honor  and 
of  the  New  Hvde  Park  Benefit  Association,  and 
is  thoroughly  respected  and  esteemed  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  locality. 

TOHX  D.  DITAHS. 

All  his  lite  John  1).  Ditmis  has  resided  at  the 
place  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  1  le  is  num- 
bered am<:)ng  the  progressive  and  enterprising 
farmers  of  Jamaica,  born  on  the  18th  of  Decem- 
ber, i8fx).  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  John 
D.  Ditmars,  his  great-grandfather.  His  grand- 
father Dow  I.  Ditmis,  who  changed  the  spelling 
of  the  name,  using  an  **i"  in  place  of  "a,"  was  a 
resident  of  this  portion  of  the  island  and  in  this 
localit\  ( ieorge  O.  Ditmis,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  and  reared.  For  many  years  he 
followed  farming,  devoting  his  energies  to  agri- 
cultural ])ursuits  throughout  his  entire  business 
career.  He  was  also  a  consistent  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church  and  did  all  in 
his  power  to  promote  its  growth  and  extend  its 
inlluence.  His  iife  was  in  harm(Miy  with  its  teach- 
ings and  his  labors  resulted  in  promoting  the 
moral  develo])ment  of  the  community.  He  mar- 
ried Aliss  ['luebe  J(>hnson,  a  daughter  of  (ieorge 
Johnson,  of  Jamaica,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  six  clnldron,  of  whom  three  are  living:  (Cath- 
erine, ( ieorgianna  J.,  the  wife  of  T.  Cornell  Ram- 
.-^on  :  and  John  1).,  of  this  review.  The  mother 
(lied  when  llu'  subject  was  six  years  old,  ])ut  the 
father  passed  awav  on  the  1st  of  l\-l)rnar\-,  i8q6, 
leaving  nian\  friends  to  mourn  his  loss.  f«ir  his 
life  was  such  a^  to  win  the  regard  of  tlio^e  with 
whom  lu'  had  been  associated. 

in  the  local  schools  [ohn  1).  Ditmis  mastered 


the  brandies  of  English  learning  usually  taught  in 
such  institutions ;  and  from  the  time  he  laid  aside 
his  text  books  to  learn  the  more  difficult  lessons 
taught  in  the  school  of  experience  he  has  been 
identified  with  farming  interests.  It  is  a  work  in 
which  close  application  and  unremitting  (Hligencc 
count  for  much  and  his  unfaltering  efforts  have 
brought  to  him  creditable  success. 

On  the  26th  of  April,  1893,  Air.  Ditmis  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Aliss  Alay,  daughter  of  John 
\\'.  I*ayntar,  of  Astoria,  and  a  most  estimable 
lady.  Jjoth  Air.  and  Airs.  Ditmis  hold  membership 
in  the  Reformed  church  and  take  an  active  part 
in  its  work.  The  ladv  is  a  member  of  the 
(riuirch  Club  and  is  an  assistant  member  of 
the  Aiusical  Societv  of  Jamaica.  Our  sub- 
ject  has  served  as  a  deacon  in  the  church,  has 
been  its  treasurer  for  ^\(i  years  and  dcxjs  all  in  his 
]'>ower  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  church  and 
extend  its  intlucnce.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Hose  Company  of  Hollis  and  takes  an 
active  mterest  in  all  that  pertains  to  public  prog- 
ress and  improvement  and  to  advancement  along 
the  manv  lines  which  contribute  to  man's  w^elfare. 

EDWARD   W.  HEWLETT. 

Edward  W.  Hewlett  is  a  descendant  of  the 
branch  of  the  family  which  traces  its  descent  from 
(ieorge  Hewlett,  who  after  coming  to  this  country 
made  a  brief  stay  on  Riker's  Island,  removed  to 
the  central  part  of  Long  Island,  and  for  several 
years  was  a  resident  of  Hempstead.  In  1746  one 
member  of  the  family  removed  to  what  is  now 
known  as  ( h'eat  Neck,  and  in  1756  his  descendants 
became  owners  of  that  part  of  the  neck  which 
has  since  bc^rne  the  name  of  Hewlett's  Point. 

Charles  Hewlett,  father  of  Edward  W.  Hew- 
lett, was  also  l^orn  in  Hewlett,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  Dubilc  schools  of  that  town  :  bv 
occupation  he  was  a  farmer,  but  he  devoted  part 
of  his  time  to  the  training  of  horses,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  T894,  while  in  the  act  of  breaking  in  a 
horse.  Politically  Ah*.  Hewlett  was  affiliated  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  took  an  active  inter- 
cut in  all  public  affairs.  He  served  as  vestryman 
ol'  Trinitv  church   ever   sinre    its    organization. 
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f<kny  vears  :igo,  tnilil  hi<  <lealli.  Ifc  was  a  very 
charitable  man  and  enjoyed  the  resi)ect  and  con- 
fidence of  tlie  coninuniitv  in  which  he  resided. 
Mr.  I  lewlett  was  joined  in  niarriai^^e  to  Miss  Sarah 
Jane  Wilson,  dauj^fhter  of  Edward  Wilson,  and 
rtve  rliildren  were  lK>rn  to  them,  fnur  of  whom  are 
114  Av  hvint;,  namely:  ( irace  \\.\  Hannah  C*. ;  lane 
('..  wi<l<>\\  of  \  an  Wyke  Hewlett:  and  Edward 
\\".  Hewlett,  'j'he  mother  of  these  children  died 
in    iSnf). 

i^dward  \\  .  Hewlett  was  horn  at  HewKtt  in 
l.'^)r.  a  son  of  Charles  an<l  Sarah  hnie  Hewlett. 
He  ac((iiire<l  his  education  in  the  local  scho<»ls  of 
his  birthplace,  and  after  ccunpletinj^-  hi^  stndies 
was  enirai^ed  in  the  ict-  business  for  six  xtars.  In 
iSy^j  -Mr.  Hewlett  was  united  in  marriai;\-  !>  Miss 
I.ilv,  rlau.e:hter  of  Sanniel  I'urman.  ^^i  Lyn- 
brook.  Lonq*  Island,  and  one  >on,  ( icoriLre  W  .  I  lew- 
lett, was  lK»rn  to  tlu-m. 

]•.  C.  HICKS. 

V .  C  1  'icks  is  a  younij;'  man  well  known  in  bu.si- 
ncss.  ]K)litical  and  social  circles  on  Koni:^  Island 
and  in  New  York  city.  He  was  born  in  (  )ld  \\  est- 
Inirv,  .\farch  ^>.  1S72.  and  is  a  l)rother  of  Senator 
W.  W.  « 'ocks.  He  was  adoi)ted  by  llenjamin  1 ). 
"Hicks,  v.mX  by  act  o\  the  lei^^islature  his  name  was 
rhani^ed  to  that  of  his  foster  father  in  tX()J.  He 
[>iirsncd  his  education  in  Swarthmore  C'ollcLiv  of 
£*ennsylvania  and  in  Harvard  Collei^e  and  was  for 
^\Q  years  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  I'nited 
Stat<*s  I-eather  Compaii} .  \n  iSc^j  he  became  a 
member  of  the  New  York  Stock  b^xchanj^e  and  en- 
lercd  the  firm  of  Welles,  Herrick  ^'  Hicks,  bank- 
ers and  brokers,  doing  business  at  15  \\'all  street. 
Their  clientaj^e  is  large  and  they  have  high  stand- 
inq"  among  the  business  houses  in  their  line.  Mr. 
Hicks  is  also  a  (hrector  of  the  Xassau  County 
W'Auk  and  the  Roslyn  Savings  r»ank  and  is  a  stock- 
h'^>lcler  and  director  in  several  other  ct^mpanies. 

In  his  political  affdiations  Mr.  Hicks  is  an  earn- 
est Republican,  active  and  zealous  in  his  advocacy 
of  the  party  and  principles  in  which  he  believes. 
Dnring  the  presidential  campaign  of  i()oo  he 
<;poke  each  night  for  two  months  on  the  issues  and 

questions  of  the  day,  visitng  every  town  and  vil- 

10 


lage  in  Xassau.  C  )ueens  and  Suffolk  counties.  He 
found  fnvor  as  a  cami^-^ign  speaker,  being  not  only 
entertaining,  but  logical  and  forceful  in  his  utter- 
ances. His  statenxMits  were  a  strong  j)resentation 
of  facts,  appealing  to  intelligent  auditors,  and  his 
w«»rlc  was  very  elfective. 

In  religicMis  fnith  Mr.  Hicks  is  a  Friend.  He 
has  always  been  deeply  interested  in  everything 
])ertainmg  to  ihe  welfare  of  his  connnunity  and 
was  chairman  of  the  "site  committee"  that  was 
organized  to  make  Mineola  the  countv  seat  of 
.\a^<au  county,  and  in  that  capacity  he  did  much 
liaT<l  wr>rk.  While  in  college  he  was  very  fond  of 
athletics,  was  a  member  of  the  various  college 
teams  inid  made  a  number  of  records  and  won  a 
tiumber  of  nuvlals.  He  is  j)opular  in  the  various 
societies  with  which  he  is  identified,  having  niem- 
bcrslii])  ill  the  IMii  Kap])a  Psi  fraternity,  the  New 
N'ork  Alumni  Association,  of  which  he  is  presi- 
dent, the  Harvard  i.  Uib  of  New  York,  the  Mon- 
lauk  Club  oi  Brooklyn  and  the  Nassau  Country 
(lub  of  ( ilen  Cove.  He  also  belongs  to  the  So- 
I'iety  of  ( 'olonial  Wars,  b'ond  of  literary  pursuits, 
he  possesses  a  fine  library  of  three  thousand  vol- 
umes, with  the  coutents  <^f  which  he  is  verv  famil- 
iar.  He  has  visited  many  sections  of  the  globe  and 
with  a  mind  receptive  to  the  sights  of  the  differ- 
ent countries  through  which  he  has  ])assed,  he  has 
;>  broad  fTuid  of  knowledge  concerning  the  peo])le, 
their  past  histr»ry  and  their  present  modes  of 
ihought  and  living.  He  jx^ssesses  a  large  collec- 
tion of  Indian  baskets,  armor,  firearms  and  souve- 
nirs of  his  travels.  His  summer  home  is  at  Bark- 
ers Point,  f*ort  Washington.  Long  Island. 

(il':()R(iK  N.  PAFF. 

( leorge  N.  Pat'f.  deceased,  Avho  for  many  years 
w  as  a  substantial  farmer  and  exemplary  citizen  of 
Xassau  county,  residing  at  Hempstead,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  city,  born  at  12:  I'Jowerv,  Xo- 
vember  15.  iJ^3r.  He  was  descended  from  An- 
drew Paff,  who  came  to  America  in  1784,  in  the 
^ame  ship  with  the  .Vstors  and  the  Rhinelanders, 
these  L-migrants  having  left  ( iermany  in  order  to 
enirn-  a  larger  measure  of  political  and  religious 
freedom,    (jerirge  N.  Paff  preserved  in  his  familv 
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an  almanac  which  his  ancestor  brought  with  him. 
In  Hneal  descent  from  Andrew  Faff  were  John 
H.  and  George  R.  Paff.  John  H.  Paff  was  en- 
gaged in  the  wine  business  in  Germany ;  his  broth- 
er, Michael,  came  to  the  United  States,  and  his  son 
opened  the  first  j)icture  gallery  in  the  country. 
George  R.  Paff  was  a  native  of  New  York  city, 
where  the  family  at  one  time  owned  considerable 
land,  and  where  he  conducted  a  stall  in  the  Essex 
market  for  twenty-six  years ;  he  died  in  i860.  He 
married  Susan  Henderson,  a  descendant  of  Gen- 
eral Robert  Henderson,  of  Revolutionary  war 
fame.  Their  children  were  thirteen  in  number,  of 
whom  only  two  are  living:  Thomas  M.  Paff,  liv- 
ing at  Scotch  Plants,  New  Jersey,  and  Magdaline, 
wife  of  Townsend  Duryea  of  Brooklyn. 

George  N.  Paff,  eldest  of  the  children  in  the 
last  named  family,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  New  N'ork  city.  He  began  to  earn  his 
living  as  a  clerk  in  a  clothing  store  in  the  same  city, 
and  afterward  followed  the  same  occupation  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Dubuque,  Iowa.  In  i860 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Hempstead,  Long  Isl- 
and, and  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming,  in 
which  his  industry  and"  excellent  management 
brought  him  a  gratifying  reward.  A  man  of  en- 
terprise, and  looked  upon  as  entirely  cai)able  in 
business  affairs,  and  of  unimpeachable  integrity, 
lie  was  at  vaiious  times  called  to  the  occupancy  of 
important  public  positions.  For  six  years  he  was 
excise  commissioner,  and  he  also  served  as  con- 
stable and  deputy  sheriff,  in  all  these  relations 
adding  to  his  prestige  as  a  worthy  citzen  and  con- 
scientious otiicial.  He  always  took  a  deep  and  in- 
telligent interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  for 
twenty-eight  \ears  rendered  to  the  pe(^ple  of  his 
district  invaluable  service  as  a  member  of  the 
hoard  of  school  trustees.  He  was  a  member  of 
St.  George's  church,  and  has  always  been  a  lib- 
eral supporter  of  that  body  and  of  its  varou^ 
benevolences.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity. 

Mr  Pafi*  was  married  to  Miss  Charlotte  Le«>n- 
jird,  and  f\\c  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
four  are  living:  Harriet  H.,  Charlotte  L.,  de- 
ceased, Sarah  K.,  Susan  A.  and  Caroline  L.  Mrs. 
Paflf  died  in  1875,  and  in  1S77  Mr.  Paff  married 


her  sister,  Miss  Sarah  A.  Leonard,  by  which  1 
two  children  have  been  bom,  Charlotte  L 
George  H.  This  worthy  family  was  called 
to  mourn  the  death  of  the  father  and  husbai 
the  13th  of  January,  1903,  and  with  him  p 
away  one  of  the  most  respected  citzens  of  this 
tion  of  Long  Island. 

JUDGE  WILLIAM  H.  E.  JAY. 

Judge  W.  H.  E.  Jay,  who  has  attainec 
tinction  as  one  of  the  able  members  of  the  B 
lyn  bar,  is  now  successfully  engaged  in  gc 
practice  in  that  city,  and  is  also  efficiently  se 
as  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town  of  Hempi 
Nassau  county.  In  his  profession  probably 
than  any  other  depends  individual  mer 
thorough  understanding  of  the  principle 
jurisprudence,  a  power  of  keen  analysis, 
the  ability  to  present  clearly,  concisely  and  foi 
the  strong  jioints  in  his  case.  Possessing 
necessary  qualifications.  Judge  Jay  is  accon 
foremost  ])lace  in  the  ranks  of  his  professi< 
ljr(X)klyn.  His  office  is  located  in  the  Contir 
building. 

The  Judge  was  born  in  that  city  on  the  3 
July,  i8(>i ,  and  is  a  son  of  William  T.  Jay,  v 
birth  (HTcurred  in  Havre  de  Grace,  France. 
paternal  grandfather,  Thomas  Henry  Jay,  \ 
native  of  Masachusetts  and  was  decorated  a  i 
ber  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  in  France.    By  • 
pation  he  was  a  sailor  and  was  in  command  c 
yacht  of  Louis  Phillips  of  France,  so  mad 
home  in  that  country  for  some  time.    At  th< 
of  sixteen  years  William  T.  Jay  left  France 
came  to  the  United  States,  where  he  still  n 
his  home,  being  now  sixty-two  years  of  age. 
too,  was  n  sailor  in  early  life,  and  during  the 
war  served  in  the  I 'nited  States  navy.    As  a 
panion  on  life's  journey  he  married  Miss  Hen 
H.  Lawrence,  a  daughter  of  Enoch  Lawren 
New  York.    One  of  her  ancestors,  Andrew 
son,  was  present  when  General  Cornwallis 
up  his  swoni  to  Tieneral  Washington  diirinj 
Revoknionary   war  in   token   of    his    surre 
Mrs.  Jay  died  in   1897. 

Judge  Jay  is  one  of  a  family  of  two  chil 
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He  acquired  his  littTary  education  in  the  schools 
of  New  York  city  and  later  studied  law  with 
Homer  A.  Nelson,  of  that  place,  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  on  the  15th  of  September,  1882,  about  the 
time  he  attained  his  majority.  Three  years  later 
he  onened  an  office  in  Brooklyn,  and  has  since  en- 
iragfcd  in  practice  in  that  city  with  marked  suc- 
cess, retai.ning  a  clientele  of  so  representative  a 
character  as  to  alone  stand  as  evidence  of  his 
professional  ability  and  personal  popularity. 

The  Judge  was  married  in  April,  T884,  to  Miss 
^lay  S.  Donaldson,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
three  children,  namely:  Josephine.  W.  H.  E.,  Jr., 
and  Henrietta  F.  He  is  quite  prominent  in  social 
as  well  as  professional  and  business  circles,  is  ex- 
conimodore  of  the  Keystone  Yacht  Club  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  I^^llows,  the  Hewletts 
Engine  Company  and  the  Hempstead  Cycle  Club. 
He  now  makes  his  home  in  Hewlett,  Long  Island. 

WILLIAM  W.  COCKS. 

No  man  in  Nassau  county  is  more  highly  re- 
spected or  more  deserves  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  the  people  than  Senator  William  Willets 
Cocks,  who  in  icpo  was  chosen  to  represent  his 
district  in  the  upper  house  of  the  state  legiskiture. 
Tlie  honor  came  to  him  unsought  and  was  there- 
fore a  tribute  to  his  ability  and  ])ersonal  worth. 
Throtighout  the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  has  re- 
sided in  the  localitv  where  he  now  lives,  his  home 
being"  in  Old  Westbury.     Near  here  he  was  born 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1861.     His  paternal  great- 
grandfather, Sanuiel  Cocks,  and  his  grandfather, 
William  T.  Cocks,  were  both  natives  of  Locust 
Valley,  while  his  father,  Isaac  H.  Cocks,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Old  Westbury,  where  he  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.    He  has  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  political  questions  and  work  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in 
this  locality.    He  is  connected  with  the  Society  of 
Friends.     He  wedded  Mary  T.  Willets.  a  daugh- 
ter of  Willam  Willets,  who  resided  in  this  portion 
of  Long  Lsland.  Mrs.  Cocks  is  also  living  and  by 
her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren :     William  W. ;  Elizabeth  H.  C,  the  wife  of 


(ieorge  A.  Thayer  of  Port  Washington,  Long  Isl- 
and ;  and  L.  C.  I  licks,  the  adopted  son  of  Ben- 
jamin D.  Hicks,  of  Old  Westbury. 

Senator  Cocks  pursued  his  advanced  education 
in  Swarthmore  College  in  Pennsylvania,  but  on 
account  of  his  eyesight  he  \vas  obliged  to  abandon 
study  for  a  time  and  went  west,  where  he  engaged 
in  ranching  in  Kansas.  Since  his  boyhood  he  has 
l)con  deeply  interested  in  political  questions,  and 
his  extensive  reading,  study  and  investigation  have 
made  him  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  great 
|)rinciples  upon  which  the  parties  are  founded  and 
with  the  questions  which  j^roduce  the  controversy 
In'tween  them,  l-'or  six  years  he  was  highway 
commissioner,  having  been  elected  in  1894.  In 
i«)(X)  he  was  chosen  as  the  candidate  for  the  office 
ut  state  senator  from  Nassau  county.  In  referring 
Id  his  nomination  the  r»r(»oklyn  Times  of  Septem- 
ber 18,  said:  "The  nominee  thanked  the  conven- 
tion for  the  honor  which  had  been  tendered  him 
unsought,  and  promised  to  make  a  fight  to  win. 
He  said  his  circumstances  would  not  permit  of 
•lis  making  a  'barrel  cam])aign.'  not  having  the 
liarrel,  and  it  being  against  his  principles  anyway. 
Like  Governor  Roosevelt,  the  nominee  has 
roughed  it  in  the  west,  having  spent  a  great  deal 
of  his  time  in  ranching  and  on  the  cattle  ranges. 
The  nomination  (^f  Mr.  Cocks  is  another  instance 
of  the  office  seekin<^  the  man  and  not  the  man  the 
office."  Mr.  Cocks  made  many  addresses  during 
the  campaiizn  oi  iqog.  He  kei)t  his  promise  and 
riade  a  fight  to  win  and  did  win.  Those  who 
beard  his  cam|)aign  speeches  felt  that  he  had  given 
earnest  thought  and  study  to  the  questions  under 
discussion ;  they  recognized  his  public  spirit  and 
liis  loyalty  and  manifested  their  appreciation  of 
his  stalwart  citizenship  by  their  votes  at  the  polls. 
A\'hile  in  the  senate  he  gave  earnest  support  to  the 
measure  which  he  believed  would  be  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  commonwealth  and  was  largely  instru- 
mental in  securing  the  pa^^sage  of  a  mimber  of  im- 
])ortant  bills. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1901,  i\Ir.  Cocks  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Caroline  R.  Hicks,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Willets  Hicks.  He  is  promitient  and  active 
in  the  Friends  meetings,  is  a  trustee  of  the  Friends' 
Academy  of  Locust  \^allev,  and  was  one  of  the 
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founders  aiul  an  e\-presiclcnt  of  the  Long  Island 
Farmers'  CIul).  1  he  home  whieh  he  oceui)ies  was 
hnilt  in  1805  l\v  isaac  Hicks,  liis  great-grand  fa- 
ther, who  was  a  prominent  shippitig  merchant 
of  New  York  a  century  ago.  It  is  therefore  one 
of  the  okl  lanihnarks  of  tlie  (hstrict.  having  l)een 
altered  but  little  since  its  erection  and  it  bids  fair 
to  stand  another  cenlury.  His  is  a  sturdy  .\mer- 
ican  character  and  he  displays  a  stalwart  ])at riot- 
ism  ;  h^"  has  the  ^tnMigest  attachment  for  our  free 
institutions  and  is  ever  willing  to  make  any  ])er- 
sonal  sacrifice  for  their  preservation. 

JOHX  11.  liRIXCKERHOFF. 

^Fr.  John  H.  Hrinckerhoff,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  traces  his  ancestry  on  his  father's  side  to 
Andres  lirinckerhotT,  who  is  mentioned  in  c<»n- 
nection  with  the  city  of  (ihent  as  Senator  and 
Syndic  in  1307,  and  is  in  the  eighth  generation  in 
descent  from  Joris  Derickson  IJrinckerhoff,  who 
came  from  Holland  and  settled  in  Xew  Amster- 
dam (New  York)  in  K^^H,  and  seven  years  later 
obtained  from  (iovernor  Kief  a  patent  for  several 
hundred  acres  ot  land  near  the  present  City  Hall 
in  the  cUy  of  T.rooklyn.  anrl  established  himself 
there  as  a  farmer,  and  died  in  ihc  year  1^)^)1. 

(  )n  his  mother's  side  Mr.  lirinckerhofl  traces 
his  aiicestrx  lo  that  sturdy  re|)resentative  of  the 
Societ\  of  I-riend.s.  lonrahaii  Wriirht.  one  of  the 
|»ateniees  of  the  town  of  Mushing,  Xew  ^'ork. 
-Mr.  r»rinekerIu»lT  was  born  at  Jamaica.  Xew 
^'ork,  Xovember  24,  iSj(;,  and  was  educated  in 
the  dislriel  sehoois  of  that  periovl.  Ills  early  life 
was  ])assed  in  railroading.  He  served  his  ap- 
]»renticeship  as  a  machinist  in  the  sho])  of  the  Long 
Island    Railroad  I'oinpanv  at    laniaica.  became  a 

I  V  « 

locomoi've  eii'^ineer  ni  1S47  nnd  later  foreman  of 
the  machine  shop.  Me  was  seven  years  on  the 
Long  Island  Ivailroad.  and  then  ncce] >te(i  a  i)o<i- 
lion  on  du'  Xew  N'ork  (/rntrnl  Railroa<,l  at  Svra- 
euse  as  assi.-tar.t  foreman  (^f  the  niarhine  slio]). 
where  lie  remained  ahout  ont;  year,  lie  then  ae- 
eei)ted  the  i)osiii(.n  "f  t'oren:an  >'\  round  house 
:\u(\  eni^ine  (lespaiclur  al  \drjan.  Mieliigan,  <>n 
the  Michigan  Southrrn  and  Xorthern  Indiana 
Railroa<l.  iiavmi:'  the  supervision  of  llft\   lntv«nio- 


tives  and  about  one  hiuidred  and  fifty  men.  In 
1857  ]\Ir.  r>rinckerhoff  returned  to  Jamaica  and 
entered  upon  a  mercantile  life,  buiUhng  up  a  large 
and  prosperous  business,  and  gaining  prominence 
in  local  affairs,  his  inlhience  being  always  on  the 
side  of  progress. 

In  lanuarv,  18^^,  at  Jamaica,  Oueens  coiuitv, 
Xew  ^  ork,  .NFr.  Brinckerhoflf  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Laura  Fdwards.  They  traveled 
life's  jrnirney  together  for  about  thirty-eight  years 
and  then  Mrs.  l»rinckerhoff  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  in  1891,  leaving  three  children,  Laura  K.. 
Starr*  and  Irene.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Brinckerhoft  is  a  Democrat  and  endorses  the  plat- 
form of  his  ])arly.  Public  honors  and  ])id)lic  office 
have  been  conferred  upon  him.  In  1864  he  was 
elected  to  the  l)oar(l  of  trustees  of  Jamaica  village, 
his  first  i^ublic  ofiice,  and  served  two  terms.  He 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1870.  In  1873 
he  was  elected  as  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Ja- 
maica, and  served  as  such  for  thirteen  consecutive 
years  being  supi)orted  by  leaduig  men  of  lx)th 
parties,  so  ably  and  conscientiously  did  he  dis- 
charge his  duties.  Mr.  Brinckerhoff  has  l)een  a 
trustee  of  the  Jamaica  Savings  Rank  for  more  than 
thirty  sears  and  has  been  treasurer  of  this  l)ank 
since  i8()j.  He  has  iK'eu  a  directc^r  in  the  (den 
Cove  MtUual  Insurance  Company  for  twenty 
years  and  his  executive  al^ility  and  sound  judg- 
ment have  been  important  elements  in  the  control 
of  that  and  other  ])rosperous  enter})rises.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  State 
Xormal  School  at  Jamaica  and  treasurer  c^f 
the  said  board,  a  member  of  the  Holland  S(»- 
ciety  of  Xew  \'()rk,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Momimental  Associa- 
tion of  lama'ca.  IK*  represented  Oueens  conn- 
ty  in  the  first  ( Ireater  Xew  ^'ork  commission.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  old  board  of  education  of 
Jamaica  and  trustee  and  treasurer  of  Lni(in  H.-iH 
Seminary.  lie  is  a  past  master  of  Jamaica  Lodge 
<<f  A'asoTi^.  and  has  acted  as  exectUor  for  a  lari;«' 
number  ff  inijK^rtnnt  estates.  lie  has  ever  fear- 
less! \-  -upi)orte<l  all  measures  whieh  he  believe' 1 
wonid  redoinid  t<>  the  j)ublic  good,  and  as  ferir- 
1e-^l\  has  opposed  th(\<e  which  he  believed  woidd 
l^r«'\e    detrimental    to    ilu*   general    welfare:    tliis 
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from  business.  A  large  amount  of  the  property  in 
Rockaway  l^each  is  owned  by  him,  and  he  is  the 
largest  property  owner  on  the  beach.  The  son, 
John  W.,  who  is  about  thirty-eig^t  years  old,  is 
the  president  of  the  village,  and  is  the  only  busi- 
ness man  ever  elected  to  that  office.  He  now 
has  charge  of  the  estate. 

WILLIAM  IRBY  COCKE.  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  Irbv  Cocke  of  Port  Washinofton, 
Long  Island,  was  born  at  Travis,  Austin  comity, 
Texas,  April  28,  1862,  son  of  William  Irby  Cocke, 
M.  D.,  and  Marv  Rebecca  Cleveland.  The  Cocke 
ancestry  dates  back  in  England  to  1250,  where  the 
family  is  well  established  and  has  a  coat  of  arms. 
Tradition  still  preserved  in  the  family  states  that 
the  original  ancestor  was  a  Norman  prince,  Le 
Coq,  who  landed  in  England  with  William  the 
Conquerer.  The  name  is  variously  spelled:  Le 
Cocj,  Lo  Cock,  Le  Coque,  Corkes,  Cok,  Cokky, 
Le  Cok,  Cox,  Coxe,  Cock,  Cokes,  Coke,  Cockain, 
Cockaque.  The  simlarity  in  the  arms  connected 
with  the  different  ways  of  spelling  leads  to  the 
conclusion  of  a  common  ancestry.  The  immigra- 
tion to  America  included,  beside  those  to  Virginia, 
those  of  I^ong  Island  atid  New  Jersey.  Dr.  Dan- 
iel Coxe,  w'ho  was  [)hysician  to  Queen  Anne,  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  Coxes  of  Philadelphia  and  Xew 
Jersey.  To  him  was  made  the  grant  of  the  prov- 
ince of  "Carolina"  which  was  ])robably  the  largest 
srrant  of  land  ever  made  bv  a  crowned  head  to  one 
individual.  This  province,  called  in  those  (la\s 
"Florida"  by  the  Spanish,  and  "La  Louisiana"  by 
the  French,  comprised  all  the  territory  from  X^or- 
folk,  Virginia,  snutli  to  .St.  Augustine,  and  west 
to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Richard  Cocl<e,  the  immediate  ancestor  of 
\^'illiam  Irby,  came  lo  X'irgiiiia  in  jCy2t^.  William 
Irby  is  in  the  eighth  generation  and  his  line  oi  de- 
scent is  through  Richard  ;  Richard-,  the  youngest 
born  about  16^0;  Thomas;  lAMuuel  :  Lemuel; 
Richard  ;  and  William  Irby,  the  father  i^i  our  sub- 
ject. William  Irl)\  Cocke  was  horn  in  Surry 
county,  ^'irginia,  December  2\.  iSj<;.  Tie  was 
graduated  in  medicine  from  JctTerson  Medical 
Collcire  in    18;^  and    was    assistaiU     surgeon   in 


Walker's  Texas  Division  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  married  Mary  Rebecca  Cleveland  in  January, 
1859,  and  died  at  Bellville,  Austin  county,  Texas, 
in  1873.  The  Cleveland  ancestry  also  dates  back 
to  England,  when,  about  1635,  Moses  Cleveland 
came  from  Ipswich,  Suffolk  county,  England,  to 
Woburn,  Massachusetts.  Mary  Rebecca  is  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  this  ancestor,  traces  her 
genealog}'  through  Samuel,  son  of  Moses  Cleve- 
land; Joseph:  Ezra.;  Ezra;  Ezra;. Ezra,  her  fa- 
ther, who  married  Sarah  Shepperd  Davis  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  Alabama.  Mary  Rebecca  Cleve- 
land was  born  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Alabama,  April 
30,  1837,  ^"d  she  is  still  living  at  Port  Washing- 
ton, Long  Island. 

Williatn  Irby  Cocke,  Jr.,  spent  his  boyhood 
in  r>ellville,  Austin  county,  Texas,  where  he  at- 
tended village  school.  As  a  boy  his  interest  was 
early  aroused  in  his  father's  profession,  and  al- 
though his  father  died  when  he  was  but  eleven 
years  old  the  ambition  for  the  medical  profession 
remained  with  him  and  shaped  his  subsequent  ca- 
reer. At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  discontinued 
school,  took  up  farming  and  for  the  next  three 
years  engaged  in  raising  special  crops  and  such 
other  pursuits  incidental  to  farm  life.  At  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  entered  the  Jones  Commercial 
College  at  Austin.  Texas,  where  he  learned  b(Xik- 
keeping.  While  at  .school  in  Austin  he  earned  his 
board  and  living  expenses  l)y  working  for  a  gri^- 
cer,  in  which  position  he  also  acquired  valuable 
business  experience.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  axeman  in  the  civil  engineer- 
ing corps  of  the  (nilf,  Colorado  and  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
road, which  was  dien  being  built  from  Galveston 
to  Dallas,  Texas.  In  1879  he  was  promoted  to 
roflman  and  in  1881  was  in  charge  of  the  first  in- 
strument in  the  survey  from  Houston  to  Frecler- 
icksburg,  Texas,  for  the  Texas  Western  Xarn")w 
( iuage  railway.  In  March,  1888,  ^Ir.  Cocke  en- 
gaged in  busint^ss  with  his  uncle.  Air.  William  I). 
(  leveland,  wholesale  grocer  and  cotton  factor  of 
Houston.  Texas,  and  iilled  the  position  of  ship- 
j)ing  clerk  until  January,  1886,  when  he  began 
business  for  himself.  For  two  and  a  half  years 
his  business  career  was  varied  and  changing,  at 
the  end  '>f  that  time,  however,  he  had  earned  a 


P^cU-*^^ 


152 


HISTORY    OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


the  comnuinilv  where  they  reside  ihev  enjoy  the 
friendsliip  of  many,  and  the  hospitaHtv  of  the  ])est 
homes  is  extended  to  them.  Mr.  Mueller  is  a 
poi)ular  and  prncrressivc  yonng  business  man,  who 
has  already  attained  a  creditable  position  in  com- 
mercial circles,  and  his  future  will  undoubtedly  be 
a  successful  one,  for  he  exemplifies  in  his  business 
career  the  elements  which  contribute  to  prosperity. 

HKNRYB.  H1BP»EN. 

Henry  1*.  Hibben  passed  away  in  1890,  but  the 
memory  of  his  noble  life  remains  as  a  blessed  bene- 
diction to  many  who  knew  him.  He  was  born  in 
I'nionlown.  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  j^raduate  of 
one  of  the  colleges  of  that  state.  He  possessed  su- 
perior literary  ability  and  as  a  teacher  gained  a 
WMde  reputation.  He  was  connected  with  some 
of  the  leading  educational  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, and  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  war  held  the  position  of  professor  of  English 
hterature  in  the  state  university  of  Indiana.  Then 
he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for  aid  and  be- 
came a  cha])lain,  ser  zing  under  General  Lew  Wal- 
lace for  three  years.  He  was  afterward  appointed 
chaplain  in  the  navy  and  at  the  request  of  the  navy 
de]>artm(Mit  wrote  a  history  of  the  Washington 
navy  yard  which  has  l^een  much  ])raised  by  those 
in  authority.  While  at  the  front  he  contributed 
many  articles  to  the  press  concerning  conditions 
in  the  sotith  and  in  military  circles  and  afterward 
was  a  fre(|uent  cc-ntributor  to  leading  jottrnals. 
H''  ako  possessed  considerable  ])oetical  talent  and 
wrote  nianv  ])oems  of  more  than  local  interest. 
In  his  work  as  a  teacher  hr  exemplified  the  s])irit 
ot  the  W(trds  si)oken  ])\  Sydney  Smith:  "'I1ir 
real  object  of  education  is  to  give  children  re- 
soin-ees  that  will  enditre  as  long  as  life  eu^lures  ; 
hal)ii>  that  tinK-  will  amelioratr,  not  destroy:  oc- 
ciiDation  that  will  render  siekne>N  tolerable,  soli- 
tude i)lea.sant.  age  venerable,  life  more  dignified 
and  useful  and  death  less  terrible."  .Mr.  Hibl»en 
wa>  a  .Mason  of  high  standing  and  a  member 
K^\  the  ( irand    \rin\-  ol  the  Kepnblie. 

Rev.  llil)1)tn  \\as  mn'ted  in  marriage  to  Mi.^s 
Harriet  I'ingiand.  a  native  of  Scotland.  The  wed- 
din"-  was  c  'lebraied  in  iS^o  and  was  blessed  with 


two  sons,  one  of  whom.  Henry  F.,  is  now  residing 
in  the  west.  The  second  son,  John  Baskuni.  was 
a  leading  doctor  in  Kansas  City  and  when  he  died 
was  the  head  examining  physician  of  the  Wood- 
Tuen  of  that  citv :  he  left  one  son,  John  Sevcrv 
Hibben.  Mrs.  Hibben  survived  her  husband  and 
is  living  in  Jamaica  in  the  house  built  for  the  first 
bishop  of  Long  Island.  It  is  called  ''The  Glebe" 
or  the  Hishop's  Home  Farm,  and  it  was  here  that 
Cicneral  Woodhull,  a  British  officer,  was  shot  in 
front  of  the  house  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
While  repaning  the  floor,  the  safe  box  was  found 
where  the  first  bishop  of  Long  Island  kept  the 
sacramental  service  from  robbers.  Mrs.  Hibben 
is  well  known  in  the  locality,  where  she  has  many 
friends  and.  like  her  husband,  has  devoted  her  life 
to  doing  good.  It  will  be  interesting  in  this  con- 
nection to  ai)pend  the  poem  written  by  Rev.  Hib- 
ben. on  the  "Cetitennial  of  ]\Iethodism." 

\\'e  come  with  hearts  of  prayer  and  praise, 

To  |)ay  a  cle1)t  we  owe 
To  men  who  t(^iled  for  us  in  days 

A  hundred  years  ago. 

One  hundred  years  ago,  indeed. 

Vet  seeni>  not   far  ifway. 
Since  on  \\\\^  soil  they  sowed  the  seed 

Who've  fruit  we  reap  to-day. 

Xot  far  away,  for  track]e<>  time 

Is  measured  not  hy  years 
Alone,  in  any  nu)rtal  clime. 

l>nt  hy  life's  hope*^  and  fears. 

Tlie  minf!  can  hring  a  hundred  years 

A^  near  a<  ye>^terday. 
And  yistcrday  f.ir  r^fif  appear^ 

T<t  hi-arl-  frt»m  home  a-^tray. 

TIu'  hnri(.(l  pa-i  we  call  at  will. 

From  out  its  cavern >  gray. 
And   friends  long  dead  seem  living  still, 

And  *r'»iin(l  our  own  pathway. 

They  (Nvn'c  u.   n^  di^tiu'Ct,  in  dream. 

And   real   a-  of  old  ; 
I'iu'ii    fnci  >  jialc  no  longer  seem. 

And   a<   Oic  !narhle  C(»ld. 

Willi  kn(»w-  hut  that   in  crowded  mart 

Tlh'  tlead  are  at  our  <ide. 
And   !ne>>ag«'^   (^\    lo\e   impart. 

Our  rarthlv   sen>es  hide? 
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But  that,  indeed,  where'er  we  jfo. 

The  de:id  walk  ch)^o  I)ehin<l. 
And  in  a  tongue  we  may  not  know, 

Speak  lovingly  and  kind? 

Jt  may  or  may  nt»t  he.  yet  still 

\Vc  celebrate  to-day 
In  honor  or  the  dead  who  till 

Our  mind   and  heart   alwnv. 


"The  iTtn'ial  rules'*  was  l\-rsian  snn, 
To  which  the  members  lK>wcd, 

But  many  preachers  broke  thi>  one: 
"Don't  >peak  too  long  (»r  loud." 

Presiding  l\hler.  sacred  name, 

Four  tiine<  in  every  year 
To  preacher  and  to  i)eople  came 

.\s  priest  and  •Aer<eer. 


What  wondron<   worV    thi-v  bravelv  wr<»utrht. 

What  debt  of  lovi*  we  owe 
To  those  who  ju:o>ik.*]  lidinirs  i»r()ught, 

A  hundred  years  ago  I 


On  Saturday,  with  all  \u<  pijwers. 

He  tackle«l   strife  and   -chi^m  : 
On   Sunday  ni«">'-n  tor  morial  Imurs 

lU^  pelted  Cal\  ini>^nL 


The  go-pel  oi  '"free  graci "  they  bore, 
From  north  to  -outhern   strand. 

Tf>  muddv  Mississippi's  shore. 
To  Indiana  land. 


Ainl  tho'  '.,\\r  «.ivU'r  church  retains 
Tlir  cro<(l  in  form,  we  know 

The  livinj:  bi-.ocl  went   from  its  veins 
Full   forty  year  ago. 


With  hr)rse  and  saddle-bpg  well  wurii. 

Wirh  wardrobe  scant  within: 
With  Bible  on  the  saddle  horn. 

Tlymn  book  and  Discipline- 


And  now,  when  Presbyteries  meet, 

Majoritie-   vi  le   '"ave," 
To  shri)Ud  and  hury  it  complete, 

A<  o-.her  frieiuls  that   die. 


They  forded  river,  creek  and  stream. 

They  rode  thro'  prairie-  far. 
Sometimes  beneath  the  sim's  hi»t  beam, 

Somelimcs  bv  moon  and  >lar. 


In   -(.rmon<  of  great  gravity 

They  preached  "free  grace"  to  all. 

And  <logma  of  depravity 
Bv  ruMi  of  the  fall. 


'Mid  heat  and  storm  and  chilling  air 
They  traveled  fnr  and  wide: 

P.y  trial,  sacrifice  an<l  prayer 
Their  souls  were  >anctitie«l. 


In  thrilling  spi-i-ch.  of  firp  and  flame. 

They  pieinred  J  leaven  and  I  Fell: 
*'Sa-\at'on  free."  in  Jcsus'  name, 

They  told  to  sinners  well. 


And  worldly  joys  they  counted  lo>v. 

And  home  and  friend-  imst  dear. 
To  bear  the  tidings  of  the  en 

To  hardy  Pioneer. 


-(XS 


No  'linmoniN  gli-tened  on  their  breasts, 

\o  -cal  rin>>  on  their  hand: 
Tlieir  tlress  \sa-  plain,  with  all  the  rest; 

They  wore  no  gown  or  band. 


In  pravcr.  on  cabin  floor  thev  kneeled. 

While  outs^ide  howled  the  '^torm. 
Xor  sighed  for  richer  "circuit"  field. 

Or  "station"  soft  and  warm. 


The  preacher"<  wife  \Na>  neatly  clad, 
Tn  modest  gown  aiul  coMar. 

Her  dre<<  of  <ilk,  if  one  she  ha<l. 
To  make  cost  but  a  dollar. 


Beside  the  bed  of  death  they  stood. 
And  walked  by  shrouded  bier: 

At  head  of  grave  in  fiebl  or  w<K)d 
They  spake  kind  words  of  cheer. 

And  whether  «ire  or  mother  died. 

Or  infant,  young  in  days. 
In  long  and  labored  sermon  tried 

To  justify  God*s  ways. 


Know  well  we  i)reacher<;  of  this  day. 

Tho'  silk  may  be  no  dearer. 
The  making  and  the  trimming  gay 

On  j)ur-e  is  much  severer  1 

To-day  at  conference  preachers  meet. 

Anrl  bishops  still  preside. 
.\nd  sit  with  elders  mos»t  discreet. 

In  council  side  bv  side. 
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But  long  ere  Conference  convenes 
Appointment's  *'cut  and  dried," 

And  by  the  bishop,  as  it  seems, 
Is  simply  ratified. 


How  strange  that  ye  should  plough  the  soil. 

In  vale  and  mountain  steep, 
And  give  your  days  and  nights  to  toil, 

And  we  the  fruit  should  reap. 


It  takes  a  bishop,  brave  and  true,' 

To  face  a  church  to-day 
That  wants  some  bright  star,  young  and  new, 

And  sa>,  "Dear  brethren,  nay." 


That  ye  should  sow  the  seed,  in  tears. 
From  morn  till  evening  late, 

That  in  the  distant  hundred  years 
For  us  should  germinate. 


In  olden  times  this  rule,  like  rock. 

O'ershadowing.  stood  alone. — 
"The  shepherd  may  not  chor»se  his  flock, 

Nor  flock  elect  their  own." 


'Tis  nature's  law :  we  have  no  joy 
But  comes  from  other's  pain ; 

In  death  of  Self,  tlie  soul's  alloy. 
Immortal  life  we  gain. 


I  see  two  colleagues  joyful  meet, 
And  greet  on  conf'rence  floor : 

I  hear  A  say  to  P,  "How  sweet 
To  see  your  face  once  more." 


Our  song  is  sung,  its  mission  done. 
Of  olden  times  in  praise. 

And  of  the  battles  fought  and  won 
By  men  of  other  days. 


Last  year  as  colleagues,  hand  in  hand. 
We  worked  in  harness,  brother. 

And  this  year,  if  the  Lord  command. 
We  hope  to  have  another 


But  ere  we  close,  a  meed  of  song 

Is  due  to  our  own  day. 
The  present  times  with  problems  throng; 

Ot  these  what  may  we  say? 


Joyous  year  of  Christian  toil. 

While  joined  as  one  together, 
We  sow  in  rich  or  shallow  soil 

In  spite  of  wind  or  weather." 


Time  must  have  had  beginning,  tho* 
We  know  not  when  or  how ; 

By  faith  in  God  we  only  know 
The  be^t  i?  always  now. 


To  win  these  ends  good  A  and  B 
Ne'er  think  of  ''pulling  wires." 

But  dimply  h<)i)e.  and  secretly. 
To  gain  their  fond  desires. 


Now  is  the  best  time  ever  seen, 
Since  man  from  Eden  fell ; 

Of  wiser,  truer  age,  I  ween. 
No  ancient  stories  tell. 


But  ah.  wIkmi  bivhop  orders  tlu-m. 
In  voice  distinct  tho'  low, 

A  goes  to  New  Teru'^aleni. 
B—  down  to  Jericho  I 


There  ne'er  was  time  when  ope' faced  truth 

Was  souglit  by  Insider  mind. 
By  doubting  skeptic,  trusting  youth, 

Pliilo-c^plier  and  Hind. 


"Wh'jroviT  >cnt,  (i()<l  <emletli  ine, 
Snnic  pri'ciou.-  souls  lo  win; 

Rev(.It  \v(^nl(l  Ik-  di^lwyalty. 
To  t'altt-r  W'.'uld  'k*  -ir.." 


Theri   never  was  a  time  on  earth 
When  son!  was  det-per  moved. 

More  earnest,  solemn  thought  had  birth, 
The  ritjhi  niorv  strongly  loved. 


Tlin-  ^jtakf  'Ju--i'  lucu  aliout  to  part, 
And  >ant;,  "'!'«»  part   i>  pa'ii. 

P.nt  wo  ^liail  -rill  be  'i.iiMMl  in  In-art, 
Ant\  Impc  t"  11U  et   ai:aiii." 


Willi  more  oi  love  and  less  of  strife 

The  (iO'>pel  of  to-day 
Is  preaclud.  ])roolaiming  peace  and  life. 

R'MK'wed.  to  mortal  clav. 


O  l)ra\i.'  aii'l  immV-  nun  ki  old, 
\\'ho  trod   ;li.-   thorny   wa\. 

Lndiired  tlu-  lua!  and   v,  intrr"-  (-"'d, 
'i'o  hrinjjf  a   Ik  ttt-r  da\ . 


.\nd  what  wore  lite,  ^o  trail  and  fleet. 

If  crriir   death  cndeth  all? — 
The  bravc-t  lieart  that  ever  beat. 

Snrh  <lon1't  may  well  apjiall. 
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'Tis  true  no  sage  can  prove,  nor  seer. 

The  dead  shall  live  a^ain, 
And  shadow  of  this  doubt  and  fear 

Will  come  at  times  to  men. 

We  cannot  prove,  yet  strong  our  trust, 

That  friends  in  coffin  lain, 
Somehow  and  where,  from  lifeless  dust, 

Will  come  to  us  again. 

It  is  not  known,  ''doth  not  aj)pcar. 

What  wc  *:hall  he,"  or  wIrtc. 
But  friends  who  here  arc  noar  and  dear 

Will  know  each  other  there. 

"From  sorrow,  anxious  toil  and  pain. 

And  sin  wc  shall  l)c  free," 
And  peace  and  love  and  lite  shall  roign 

Thro'  all  eternity. 

JOHX  W.  1)E?^[()TT. 

Among  the  Huii^uciiots  who  .^(nij^lit  rcfu3c:c  in 
this  country  from  the  religious  tyranny  and  op- 
pression of  their  own  land,  wa.^  one  by  the  name  of 
De  Mott,  from  whom  John  W.  De  Mott  is  directly 
descended.  David  De  Mott  of  Rockville  Centre, 
great-grandfather  of  John  W.  De  Mott.  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town,  and  to  him 
is  clue  the  credit  of  having  built  Sand  Hill  church 
of  that  place,  using  in  its  construciicni  timber  cut 
from  his  own  woods.  John  Do  Mott.  grandfather 
of  John  W.  De  Mott,  was  born  and  i)asse(l  his  life 
in  Rockville  Centre,  on  the  old  farm  that  has  been 
in  the  p<:)Ssession  of  the  family  for  over  two  hun- 
dred vears,  and  which  thev  still  retain.  Alfred 
Oe  Mott.  father  of  John  W.  De  Mott,  was  also 
horn  in  Rockville  Centre:  he  married  Lida  M. 
Smith,  who,  with  her  two  sons,  John  \\\  and 
George  S.,  still  survives  her  husl)and. 

John  W.  De  Mott  was  born  at  Rockville  Cen- 
tre, where  he  received  his  education  in  the  local 
pi.iblic  schools ;  this  was  later  supplemented  by  a 
course  at  the  Jamaica  Seminary.  His  career  has 
been  an  exceedingly  busy  and  active  one.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican;  he  has  serverl  Rockville 
Centre  as  its  justice  of  the  peace  tor  years,  and 
he  also  served  on  the  school  l)oar(l  for  twenty 
years.  Besides  these  responsible  otlFices,  he  is 
a  director  of  the  Rockville  Centre  Bank,  and  for 


two  years  has  been  the  I-ong  Island  and  Brooklyn 
manager  ior  the  Connecticut  and  IMmenix  Fire 
Insurance  companies  of  Hartford,  with  an  office 
located  at  Montague  street,  Brooklvn. 

^Ir.  De  Mott  has  passed  all  the  degrees  of  the 
Free  Masonry  brotherhood,  and  has  held  all  the 
offices  in  the  local  lodge ;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
many  other  fraternal  and  social  clubs.  I\Ir.  De 
Mott  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Miss  Charlotta 
i'^avidson.  daughter  of  William  Davidson  of  East 
Rockawax,  i)y  whom  he  has  had  the  following 
nanu-d  children:  Henry,  Lillian,  Grace,  and 
Hazel  De  Mott. 

ROBERT  ( ;.  AXDERSOX. 

Robert  (I.  Anderson,  one  of  the  most  popular 
citiz<ns  nf  I'leeport,  Long  Island,  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 24,  i86r),  in  ^lerrick.  Long  Island,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  ( leorgia  (Mott)  Anderson. 
He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools,  and  at  a 
privat(^  school  in  J^reeport.  After  completing  his 
education  he  engaged  in  the  provision  business 
with  his  father  at  Free])ort.  The  firm  of  J.  Atid.er- 
son  ^^  Son,  general  provision  dealers,  is  still  con- 
ducted under  the  old  style  and  title.  The  sl«'.re 
is  very  [)opular  in  the  community,  and  proper!/ 
so.  for  the  stock  is  of  the  best  that  money  can  ob- 
tain, and  the  efforts  of  the  firm  to  deal  only  in  tlie 
best  are  appreciated,  as  can  readily  be  seen  by  the 
large  -md  increasing  patronage.  Everything  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  promotion  of  the  true  inter- 
est oi  the  town  finds  in  Mr.  Anderson  an  earnest 
su]iport  an.d  a  ready  co-operation,  one  proof  of 
which  is  furnished,  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
an  active  nuMrber  of  the  Freeport  volunteer  fire 
department,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers, atid  foreman  of  Excelsior  hook  and  ladder 
company. 

In  politics  Mr.  Anderson  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, active  in  furthering  the  interests  of  that 
l^artv,  a!id  wide-awake  as  a  citizen  to  any  legisla- 
tion affecting  the  interests  of  his  town.  In  1900 
he  was  aj)pointed  to  the  office  of  postmaster  of 
l^Veeport,  his  apj^ointment  being  regarded  as  a 
distinct  victorv  for  the  vounger  members  of  the 
Republican  ])arty.     He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
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<).  1'.,  Xo.  Tioo,  J'rci-iMjrl :  the  J.  ( ).  of  V.  A.  M., 
No.  57,  and  of  Frc'e])orl  C'liil).  His  ]>o])iilariiy 
may  he  attrihiilcd  to  his  courtesy,  liis  capacitx  for 
work,  his  honest v  and  inieirritv.  and  that  the  con- 
tidence  re()osed  in  him  hy  the  achninislration  has 
not  l)cen  misplaced  is  attested  l)y  the  numennis 
friends  he  has  made  in  the  >hort  time  he  has  lield 
tlie  oflice  of  uostmaster.  lie  was  married  to  C'har- 
iotle  Mav,  dautfhter  of  lames  li.  and  Oiarioite 
Southard  of  J5a]d\vins,  havini^  one  dauj^diter. 
Helen  Grare,  horn  May  27,  18*70.  He  has  a  pretty 
resideiicc  on  Fulton  street,  I'reeport. 

[OHN    H.  SL'TPniX. 

(  )ne  of  the  Ih'st  requisites  of  a  q:ro\viuj;  com- 
munity with  enlari;injL^  husiness  interest^  is  a 
hanking;'  system,  v\here]»y  a  medium  of  exchanj^e 
ii-  established  for  the  safe  and  ra])i<l  transaction 
of  husiness.  and  he  who  established  and  controls 
such  a  tinancial  iiistitution  directs  his  labors  there- 
fore nito  channels  whereby  he  not  only  jironiotes 
his  individual  success  but  also  contributes  to  the 
general  prosperity,  in  this  connecli^m  Jnhn  11. 
Sutphin  is  well  known.  lie  is  closely  associated 
>\ith  banking  interests  in  Jamaica,  beiu)^  ])resident 
of  two  banks  in  thi>  city,  which  he  has  placed  ou 
a  firm  basis,  the  safe  conservative  policy  which  he 
inaujjfurated  C(»nlributinj^  in  larj^e  measure  l«^  hi^ 
success. 

Mr.  Sut})hin  i^  one  nf  Jamaica's  native  son5 
ancl  his  father,  John  Sutphin.  Sr.,  was  also  l)(»rn 
here.  .More  thai  two  centuries  and  a  half  have  run 
their  course  since  the  family  was  foun<le<l  *»n  Fon<:; 
island  by  Diedrich  Sutphin,  a  native  of  Holland, 
who  in  ir»4o  crossed  the  Atlantic  an<l  look  U]>  h'\< 
abo<le  in  ih'uoklyn.  The  line  of  descent  is  traced 
<lown  throujL;:h  Johannes,  IJenjamin.  (  yrone  and 
John  to  om*  subject.  The  maternal  ancc^^trv  is 
almost  of  e(;ual  antiiiuity  in  connectif>n  with  this 
])ortion  of  the  J^lmiMre  state,  C'aref  l)u  lilavois,  a 
I'rench  Ilu.ctuenot.  havint,^  come  l»)  America  in 
tUS<),  at  which  time  he  settled  in  linxiklyn  an<l 
was  the  first  town  clerk  there.  I'mni  him  was  cle- 
scended  Marj^aret  WyckotV.  who  became  the  wife 
of  John  Sutphin  an<l  the  nn)lher  of  our  subject. 
John  Sutphin  was  the  owner  of  a  >ta,i,^e  line.  hi< 


stai»:es  numinj^^  from  Jamaica  to  New  York  city 
before  the  Lonf^^  Island  Railroad  was  built.  He 
was  a  very  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of 
this  island  in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  cent- 
ury and  his  labors  contributed  much  to  the  pro- 
)Li[ress  ijid  improvement  of  this  portion  of  the 
state.  He  died  in  1S50  and  his  wife,  stirviying 
him  twenty-dnve  years,  passed  away-  in:';i873. 
They  ^\ere  il'.e  parents  of  three  children: :  Myria, 
the  w  ife  of  S.  S.  Ilennett.  and  John  H.,- b^pjjj^  the 
livinji^'  rei)resentaiives  of  the  family.         \;,. 

In  the  public  schools  .Mr.  Sutphin  pttisMABd hi s= 
education  and  entere<l  u])on  his  business  cafeer  as 


a  clerk  in  Xew  ^'ork  city,  where  he  remained  foi 
two  vtars,  reiurnincr  to  Jamaica  in  1864.    He  wa« 


then  apponued  to  the  ])osition  of  deputy  eoiinti 
clerk  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  18^,  whc 
he  was  elected  clerk  of  Oiieens  county.  His  his 
lory  in  connection  with  that  office  is  probaUy  un 
parelleled  in  the  history  of  the  state.  For  ten  su 
cessivc  limes  he  was  elected  to  the  oflicey  seryin 
for  thirl V  consecutive  years.  It  is  a  splendid 
ord  in«iicatinj^  a  most  cai>able  and  faithful 
in  which  iideliiy.  accuracy,  diligfence  and  trusC: 
worthiness  were  blended.    At  the  close  of  abno£^ 
a  (|uarter  of  a  century  he  retired  from  the  offic 
as  he  had  fMuered  it- -with  the  coniidenoe  anc/ 
ijood  wdl  (»f  all.    Jle  has  always  Ix^en  an  active 
Democrat,  but   he  also  received  the  strong  en- 
dorsenit.Mit  of  many  Republican  friends,  who  re- 
alized how  true  and  loyal  he  was  to  the  public 
.t>ood.     \\\^\n  y.-ars  a.qo  Mr.  Sutphin  assisted  in 
or}^aniyin<^-  the  I'ank  of  Jamaica  and  after  a  year 
was  made  iis  president.     TTe  also  became  presi- 
dent of  the  lrim<iica  Savin.q"s  l^iank  four  years  ago 
and  hi.s  olTorts  ha\  e  been  a  ])otent  element  in.jplac- 
int^  these  in<lituiion.^  uj'mmi  a  basis  cotmnai^ding 
])ublic  conruUnce  and  ]>atronajje.  .  ," 

Mr.  Sui])hin  ua>  united  in  marriage  to;-lt[iss 
(.'arrie  M.  Smith,  a  daupfhter  of  Htilett  Smith,  a 
re]>resentaiive  ••!"  an  old  T.onjLT  Island  family,  and 
diey  now  have  five  children,  Mrs.  Stella  Bowden, 
TTarry.  Mrs.  Annie  ITanft^rd.  Howard  and  Nina 
\'.  ]<.,  an«i  the  family  is  a  prominent  one  in  the 
c<^mnnmity.  the  members  of  the  household  occu- 
]»yin.q;  leadnii,^  j)ositi.)us  in  social  circles.  Tn  po- 
litical  th<">nc^ht  and  action  Mr.  ."^utphin  has  alwavs 
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i"-x-u  in.lcDciulent,  carrvine  (utt  his  honest  views 
^^KVifvipt^  fear  or  favor.    Mis  duties  have  ever  been 
^^^charorcd  uith  marked  ability  and  fairness  for 
^  ^^  u  most  loval  and  i)u])lic-si)irite(l  citizen.    As 
^Hisiness  man  he  has  l)een  conspicuous  amoncj 
'^'^  ass(»ciates  not  only  tor  his  success.  ])ut  for  his 
V^obity.    fairness    anrl    honora])le    methods.       In 
^'veryiliinj^'  he  has  been  eminently  ])raclical,  and 
^''' is  has  been  manifest  tiot  ouly  in  his  business  un- 
^icrtakinjLrs.  but  also  in  social    and    ]>rivate    life. 
Over  Ins  career,  both   public  and  private,  there 
falls  no  sliadow  of  wron^  or  sus|>iciou  of  evil. 
Viewed  in  a  personal  ii^ht  he  is  a  stront^  man, 
stroiio^  m  his  business  policy,  stroui^^  in  his  friend- 
ship. stronj:r  in  jiis  honor  and  i^ood  name. 

(;{':KRir  d.  \'a\  VRAXKh:x. 

<  jerrit  1).  \  an  X'ranken,  deceased,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  ])rofession  and  was  born  July  2, 
1841,  at  Clifton  I'ark,  Saraloii^a  county,  Xew 
Vork.  He  was  o^raduated  from  the  academy  at 
Jonesville.  Xew  York,  from  the  Albany  (  Xew 
Vork  )  Medical  School,  and  also  from  the  IMiila- 
rlel|)hia  School  of  ?sle(licine.  After  his  c^radua- 
tion,  he  practiced  his  profession  for  a  time  at 
Tonesville.  but  abandoned  that  in  order  to  become 
the  hoMso  pliysician  at  the  sanitarium  of  Dr. 
Stroncf.  situated  at  Saratoj^a,  Xew  York. 

In  iS>j/  he  removed  to  Hempstead,  Lout.::  Isl- 
and, where  the  family  have  a  beautiful  home  now, 
ancl  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  there. 
Shortly  afterward  he  enj^^a^ed  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, which  proved  very  successful,  and  he  was 
enabled  to  leave  his  family  at  his  decease  an  abund- 
ance of  means  for  their  maintenance.  Dr.  \\an 
Vranken  was  a  man  of  dee])  relii^ious  feelini^,  and 
was  actively  interested  in  all  church  and  benevo- 
lent work.  He  was  a  meml)er  of  the  .Methodist 
Episco]>aI  church  at  Hempstead,  and  served  as 
presi^'lent  of  the  board  of  trustees,  was  also  presi- 
dent of  the  official  board  of  tho  church,  and  he 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-sch»vil  for  the  louj^;'  period  of  seventeen  years. 
He  vva<  also  a  director  of  the  Hempstead  Rank. 
Tn  TS78  Dr.  \'an  \'ranken  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mi'is  Hannah  Kellum,  daup^hter  of  b:>hn  Kel- 


luni.  and  tw(^  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
lohn  Kellum  anrl    Xnna  \'an  Wanken. 

John  Kellum,  the  father  of  Mrs.  \'an  X'ranken, 
was  born  at  llemi)stead,  Lonj::^  Island,  AujS^ust  2yy 
iSo),  tiie  son  of  i)0()r  parents,  who  were  only  able 
to  iLiive  their  son  a  very  limited  education,  l)ut  he 
nevertheless  made  the  most  of  his  (^pjx^rtunities, 
and  achieved  wonderful  success  durin^e^  his  life. 
His  chddhood  days  were  i)assed  upon  a  farm:  in 
his  yount^  manhood  he  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
jK'nter.  and  removini^  to  lirooklyn,  Xew  York,  he 
becauic  connected  with  a  i)ronn*nent  builder  there, 
and  ihorouj^hly  n:astered  every  detail  of  the  busi- 
nes>,  until  he  became  one  (^f  the  most  expert  archi- 
tects in  this  country,  lie  then  entered  into  part- 
ner<hij)  with  .Mr.  Kini;^  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kinj.^  ^:  Kellum  of  lirooklyn,  and  many  of  the 
churches  and  Iradiui^'  business  bkKks  were  built 
bv  them. 

Mr.  Kellum  had  the  entire  charc^e  of  building 
the  mansion  of  A.  T.  !^tewart  on  Thirty-fourth 
street,  Xew  ^'ork  city,  now  the  ])roperty  of  the 
?.lanhattan  L'lub,  and  he  also  built  for  that  great 
merchant  the  wholesale  store  and  mammoth  re- 
tail establishment  on  IJroadway  and  Tenth  streets. 
Whenever  Mr.  Stewart  desired  any  buildings 
tTected,  or  additions  made  to  old  ones,  he  simply 
laid  his  plans  ben^re  Mr.  Kellum  and  gave  him  ab- 
solute ontrol  of  the  work.  It  is  doubtful  if  even 
Judge  Hilton  had  the  confidence  of  Mr.  Stewart 
that  Mr.  Kellum  enjoyed,  and  to  Mr.  Kellunrs 
credit  be  it  said  that  while  he  had  every  oppor- 
tunity to  take  advantage  (^f  this  confidence  it  was 
never  betrayed. 

In  later  years  !Mr.  Kellum  built  for  himself  a 
summer  residence  in  Hempstead,  and  it  was  large- 
ly through  his  efforts  that  .\.  T.  Stewart  became 
interested  in  ])roi)('rlv  on  Long  Island,  purchasing 
large  tracts  of  land  in  vicinity  of  Hempstead.  The 
beautiful  and  famous  village  of  (larden  City  was 
platted  and  laid  out  under  the  personal  direction 
of  Mr.  Kellum,  and  to  him  the  place  is  indebted 
for  the  two  colleges,  St.  Paul's  and  St.  Mary's, 
and  the  Ijcautiful  cathedral,  which,  while  not  large, 
is  one  of  the  most  elegant  churches  in  the  country, 
the  orgati  alone  costing  seventv-five  thousand 
dollars.     Just  as  the   work  of  constructing  the 
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many  other  buildings  that  were  contemplated  was 
begun,  and  unlimited  means  had  been  placed  at 
his  disposal  by  Mr.  Stewart,  ]^Ir.  Kellum  was 
stricken  by  death  on  July  24.  187 1.  While  it  was 
Mr.  Kellum *s  connection  with  A.  T.  Stewart  that 
made  him  famous,  yet  he  gained  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  the  builder  of  many  of  the  most  substan- 
tial structures  on  Broadway,  including  the  great 
store  of  Tifi'any,  and  others  of  equal  prominence. 
On  May  28,  1831,  Mr.  Kellum  married  Miss 
Hannah  Ray  nor,  who  was  born  in  Hempstead, 
and  died  there  June  10,  1877.  Five  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  namely:  Benjamin,  who  was 
connected  in  business  with  his  father,  but  died  in 
early  manhood ;  Hiram,  who  is  married  and  lives 
in  Brooklyn  ;  Annie  E.,  who  died  in  young  woman- 
hood ;  John,  now  deceased,  and  Hannah,  widow  of 
Gerrit  V'an  Vranken. 

FLOYD  H.  TMDDIXK. 

It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  more  genial  or  j^opu- 
lar  man  in  all  Nassau  county  than  the  proprietor 
of  the  Grand  Central  Hotel  of.  Hicksville,  Long 
Island.  The  name  Floyd  Hiddink  is  synonymous 
with  hospitality  and  good  cheer,  and  it  is  not  to 
1)e  wondered  at  that  the  Grand  Central  Hotel  is 
one  of  the  favorite  resorts  for  visitors  and  towns- 
folk alike. 

Mr.  Hiddink  was  born  in  the  town  of  Say vi lie, 
Suffolk  county.  Long  Island,  on  ]^^\y  26,  t86c;, 
being  the  son  of  the  late  Bernard  and  Louise  Hid- 
dick.  His  early  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  birth-place.  After  finishing 
his  schooling  he  mastered  the  house  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  Sayville  for  a  perio<l 
of  nine  years  and  then  in  Hicksville  for  three 
years.  His  genial  temperament,  however,  made 
him  anxious  to  engage  in  a  business  more  in  har- 
mony with  his  disposition,  and  in  1900  he  assumed 
control  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Central  Hotel. 
His  adaptability  for  this  ])osition  is  demonstrated 
bv  the  liberal  j)atronage  bestowed  upon  the  hotel 
and  its  reputation  as  not  only  being  the  best  ap- 
pointed hotel  in  Hicksville,  but  one  of  the  best  in 
Nassau  county,  llie  attention  given  patrons  is 
itxceptionally  marked,  and  the  table  is  supplied 


with  ail  abundance  of  all  .seasonable  deli 
The  hotel  is  very  conveniently  situated  close 
Long  Island  Railroad  depot. 

Mr.  Hiddink  was  married  at  Plainvilh 
vember  5,  i8ck),  to  Emma  Hewlett,  daugli 
John  and  Susan  Hewlett.  He  is  a  mem' 
Court  l>ayside,  No.  282,  Foresters  of  An 
Presides  being  a  social  favorite,  j\tr.  Hide] 
looked  up  to  as  a  man  ofesoiuid  judgment,  a 
teemed  as  a  conscientious  citizen. 

BENJAMIN  POST. 

Benjamin  I'ost,  who  was  one  of  the  succ 
farmers  of  Nassau  county,  Long  Island,  \va 
at  East  ^Tcadow,  August  5,  1823,  a  son  of  ^ 
1  *ost,  who  was  also  born  at  East  Meadow, 
Island.  Benjamin  Post  received  his  educat 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town;  wl 
attained  young  manhood  he  decided  to  bee 
farmer,  and  continued  at  that  occupation  f 
remainder  oi  his  life.  In  1866  he  removec 
I'^.ast  .Meadow  to  Westbury  Station,  and 
resident  of  thai  town  until  his  death,  whi^ 
curred  on  Xovcmber  2,  1896.  His  wido^ 
three  children  are  still  living  on  the  home 
Mr.  Post  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
well  known  in  his  coinitv- 

m 

In  1844  ^^^-  ^^st  was  united  in  marri; 
]\liss  Jemima  J)rower,  daughter  of  Parr 
i Grower  of  l^^ast  Meadow,  and  nine  childrei 
born  to  them,  eight  of  w^hom  are  living  at  tin 
ent  time,  namelv:  Marv  Emma,  w^ife  of  C 
H.  Seaman :  Sarah  [ane,  wife  of  Charles  A 
lis;  Anna,  wife  of  B.  S.  Jackson;  Elizabetl 
of  Robert  JUirgess  ;  John  B.,  who  lives  in  Co 
icut :  Francis,  who  married  Franklin  S.  Ter 
Woodbury ;  Adeline,  who  is  single ;  and  P< 
Post,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  old  home  farm 
unmarried. 

SA:\iri:L  d.  nutt,  m.  d. 

The  >pecihc  and  distinctive  office  of  I 
phy  IS  not  to  give  voice  to  a  man's  modes 
mate  of  himself  and  his  accomplishmem 
rather  to  leave  the  perpetual  record  establ 
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his  character  by  the  .concensus  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  his  fellow  men.  That  Dr.  Xntt  occupies 
a  notable  position  amongf  the  physicians  of 
Queens  cc»unty  is  a  uniformly  acknowledged  fact 
and  the  lar^e  patronage  accorded  him  is  proof 
of  his  ability. 

The  Doctor  ih  a  native  of  Xew  York  city,  his 
binh  having  occurred  on  the  24th  of  June,  i<S('>5. 
His  grandfather  was  John  Nutt,  his  father,  Jo- 
seph D.  2sutt,  who  was  born  in  Newbury,  New- 
York.     The  family  was  probably  established  in 
America  at  an  early  epoch  in  the  history  of  this 
country  and  many  representatives  of  the  name  re- 
sided along  the  Hudson  river.     The  Doctor's  fa- 
ther, in  early  manhood,  married  Miss  Celia  Up- 
ham,  who  belonged  to  a  prominent  Long  Island 
family  and  her  father,  one  of  the  her(K*s  of  the 
Revolution,  particij)ated  in  the  battle  of  Long  Tsl- 
land  and  m  other  important  engagements  of  that 
struggle.     Joseph  D.  Nutt  engaged  in  the  jew- 
elrv  business  in  New'  York  citv  and  for  vears  was 
a  very  promment  merchant  in  that  line  in  the  me- 
tropoHs,  enjoying  an  extensive  trade.    He  died  in 
1890.  but  his  widow  survives. 

To  the  public  schools  of  the  metropolis  Dr. 
Nutt  is  indebted  for  the  early  educational  priv- 
ileges which  he  enjoyed  and  which  were  snj>ple- 
men  ted  by  study  in  the  College  of  the  City  of  Xew 
York.  He  entered  upon  his  business  career  in 
connection  with  his  father's  jewelry  trade,  but  not 
finding  mercantile  pursuits  entirely  to  his  liking 
he  resolved  to  devote  his  energies  to  the  practice 
of  medicine.  While  employed  in  the  rlrug  store 
of  his  uncle,  S.  B.  I'pham,  he  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  matriculated  at  Bellevue  Medical  Col- 
le^^e  in  1883  and  was  graduated  on  the  comple- 
tion of  a  three  years'  course.  The  year  following 
he  spent  in  practice  in  the  Ninety-ninth  Street 
Hospital  and  the  next  twelve  months  were  spent 
in  visiting  the  patients  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  com- 
ings to  Woodhaven  in  1889.  For  thirteen  years 
he  has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  here  and  his  skill  and  ability  have  been 
the  means  of  winning  distinction  and  gaining  him 
a  place  among  the  representative  members  of  the 
profession.  Besides  attending  to  the  demands  of 
a  large  private  practice,  Dr.  Nutt  has  performed 


his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  surgical  staff  of  the 
Jamaica  Hospital  and  assistant  surgeon  of  the 
Long  Island  Railroad. 

Dr.  Nutt  was  united  in  marriage,  Jinie  3,  1891, 
with  Miss  Rita,  daughter  of  Edward  H.  Wallace, 
inv\  th'ov  wow  have  two  children,  Edna  and  Do- 
rothy. lUnh  the  D(x'tor  and  his  wife  have  a  large 
circle  of  friends  m  Woodhaven  and  the  county, 
and  he  is  a  valued  member  of  Woodhaven  Lodge, 
No.  204,  L  (.).  O.  F. ;  the  Masonic  fraternitv  and 
the  Improved  ( )rder  of  Foresters.  He  is  also 
identified  with  various  social  clubs,  and  in  the 
Ime  of  his  profession  is  connected  with  the  Queens 
County  ^ledical  Association,  die  Long  Island 
Medical  Association  and  the  Association  of  Rail- 
way Surgeons  of  America,  thus  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  advanced  thought,  investigation  and 
learning  of  the  members  of  the  medical  fraternity. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  has 
served  as  coroner  and  health  officer  of  Queens 
and  has  recently  been  re-elected .  coroner  of 
the  borough  of  Queens.  In  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties  he  is  prompt,  reliable  and  trust- 
worthy, and  is  accounted  a  citizen  of  w^orth  who 
always  freely  co-o])erates  in  those  movements  and 
measures  which  arc  deemed  of  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. His  professional  skill,  his  loyalty  in  citi- 
zenship and  his  personal  w^orth  make  it  expedient 
that  he  be  represented  in  the  history  of  Long  Isl- 
and. 

ANDREW  FLETCHER  WILSON. 

A  fine  type  of  the  self-made  man,  who  through 
his  own  effort,  and  without  aid  of  influence  and 
fortune,  has  come  to  the  attainment  of  liberal 
means  and  influential  position,  and  who,  out  of  his 
ow^n  early  necessities,  has  been  inspired  to  make 
himself  useful  to  those  less  favored  by  fortune,  is 
found  in  the  person  of  Andrew  F.  Wilson,  treas- 
urer of  the  I.  S.  Remsen  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Brooklyn,  who  makes  his  summer  residence  in 
Lynbrook,  Nassau  county.  Long  Island. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  native  of  New  York  city.  His 
father,  Moses  R.  Wilson,  lx>rn  at  New  burg  on  the 
Hudson,  was  a  sea  captain,  and  lost  his  life  as  a 
passenger  while  off  Cape  Hatteras,  at  the  early 
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age  of  thirty  years ;  his  family  was  from  the  north 
of  Irclanil,  and  were  Covenanters  in  faith.  Mr. 
Wilson  ill  the  maternal  line  was  descended  from  a 
Scotch  family  named  J^'letcher,  to  which  was- 
nearly  related  Alexander  IHetcher,  a  noted  Scotch 
divine.  The  fonnder  of  his  line  in  America,  An- 
drew J-'letcher,  came  to  New  York  in  1829,  a  pat- 
tern-maker by  trade.  His  son,  William  I'letcher, 
and  Andrew  Fletcher  were  enterprisinj^^  steam 
eng^ine  and  boat  builders  and  constructed  some  of 
the  iari^est  Hudson  river  passenger  craft  and 
sound  steamers  of  the  day. 

After  the  death  at  sea  of  Captain  Moses  R. 
Wilson,  his  widow  removed  with  her  little  familv 
to  \'alley  Stream,  New  ^'ork,  and  there  her  son 
Andrew  F,  Wilson  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schoc^ls.  At  the  earlv  aij^e  of  fifteen  vears 
he  found  employment  in  the  store  of  a  kinsman, 
Tames  P'letcher,  with  whom  he  remained  as  a  clerk 
for  seven  years,  when  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner 
in  the  business,  i  )ne  month  later  Mr.  I'letcher 
died,  and  three  years  later  his  interest  was  pur- 
chased from  the  estate  of  Tames  Metchrr  bv  Mr. 
Wilson,  who  conducted  the  establishment  until 
1802,  when  he  sold  it.  He  then  bought  an  inter- 
est in  the  I.  S.  Remsen  Manufacturing  Company 
of  Brooklyn,  extensive  carriage  builders,  whose 
goods  find  a  ready  market  in  nearly  all  regions 
reached  bv  commerce  from  ( Ireater  Xew  ^^)rk. 
In  this  corporation  Mr.  Wilson  occupies  the  ])osi- 
tion  of  treasurer  and  general  manager.  He  is  a 
gentleman  oi  excellent  business  (|ualifications,  and 
of  unblemished  character.  He  occujiies  a  prom- 
inent position  among  local  manufacturers  and  is 
a  highlv  esteemed  member  <»f  the  Manufacturers' 
Association  of  Xew  York. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  leader  in  public  atl'airs  in  the 
village  of  Lyn'hrook,  1-oug  Island,  where  is  his 
summer  home,  his  city  residence  being  at  140  \'an 
J>uren  street,  ilrooklyn.  He  is  |)arlicularly  inter- 
ested in  educati(»nal  matters,  and  his  service  in 
comiection  therewith  has  been  of  unusual  value. 
I'^roni  1S85  to  U)Oi  he  has  served  as  president  of 
the  bo.'ird  of  education,  and  during  that  period, 
<\uc  in  great  degree  to  bis  ]>er.sisteni  ettort,  the 
>chool  has  been  advanced  from  the  grade  of  a  com- 
i.ion  school  Id  tile  high  school  class,  its  record  in 


this  respect  being  exceptional,  and  noted  1 
ing  educators  as  an  incident  of  peculiar 
ance  and  interest.  ^Mr.  Wilson  affiliate 
no  political  party,  acting  independently,  ai 
deems  best  for  the  commercial  interests  of 
tion  and  the  moral  and  material  welfare 
community.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masc 
ternity,  and  attends  the  Methodist  E] 
church.  December  9,  1885,  Mr.  Wilson  w 
ried  to  Miss  ]Marv  S.  J>rower  of  Lvnbrocy 
children  born  of  this  marriage  are  Louise 
dred  B.  and  Gladvs  T-  Wilson. 

T.  IvKAXK    Ilf-:\DRICKSON. 

The  Hendrickson  family  of  Long 
which  has  contributed  manv  useful  men 
commercial  circles,  and  to  all  reputable  i 
enterprise,  had  its  origin  in  one  of  two  b 
Hendrick  and  William,  who  came  from  ^ 
the  latter  located  in  I'lngland  and  from  the 
to  Long  Island,  settling  in  Queens  coun 
the  former  in  Xew  Jerse\ .  Of  the  Long 
line,  in  a  later  generation,  was  Richard,  w 
the  military  title  of  major  for  gallant  cor 
the  ])atriot  army  during  the  Revolutiona 

].  i^'rank  Hendrickson  was  born  Aug 
t8s^,  where  is  now  (Jueens  Station,  Great 
York,  at  the  old  family  homestead  whei 
born  his  father  and  grandfather.  His  ^ 
ther,  William,  was  a  farmer  and  a  blac 
His  son,  I),  ji.  Hendrickson,  was  also  a 
aivl  a  noted  horseman,  owner  and  proprietc 
S]>ringfield  Driving  T'ark.  He  married 
dauglUer  of  luirly  ( iranger,  a  native  of  I 
and  a  remarkably  industrious  man,  who  \vi 
for  various  ntiu'^ual  accom])lishments.  He 
ized  and  led  the  tir^t  brass  band  in  the  ther 
of  Brooklyn,  he  and  his  nine  sons  constiti 
entire  nieinbership.  He  was  a  bricklayer 
cunation,  and  among  his  works  were  the  1 
oi  the  first  baker's  oven  in  r)rooklyn,  and  tl 
brick  cliimne\-  in  vhe  Brooklyn  navy  yard. 
Hendrickson  ciied  in  1S86,  but  his  widen 
living,  at  the  age  <»r  >eventy-four  years.  ( 
seven  children,  five  are  living:  J.  h""rank.  1 
ject  of  this  sketeli  ;  1).  L.,  who  resides  on  tl 


HISTORY    OF    LONi;    ISLAXJ). 


161 


farm:  .Mury  1-..  wifo  of  W.  I>.  KaMU)r,  of  N\\v 
Hytk-  i*ark:  j^anici,  liviiij^  at  JcTicho;  ami 
Charles  15.,  iiviiij^j  at  South  Jamaica. 

J.   l>ank  Hcndrickson.  rlck-st  of  tlu'  children 
of   I).    I*,  and  Mary   i  ( iranj^cr )   Ikiidrickson,  rc- 
cciv'id  hni  limited  education  in  the  neij^hhorhood 
>clioi»l.      His    >ervicos    heinj;   re([uired  u])oii   iht* 
farm,   lie  remained    al    home   until   t\vent\ -seven 
\<:nr>  (»f  'ij^e.  takinj^  the  larj^er  part  of  the  lal)or 
upon  Iiiniselt,  as  the  attention  of  his  father  was 
tlirectocl  elsewhere    for    the    i^reater    ])art    of    his 
timo.      After  leavini^-  the  farm,  yonni^  Hendrick- 
<rjii    ciiij^aued  in  selling   fertilizers,  traveled  often 
tlir4>iij^li  the  j^reater  part  of  the  island,  and  suc- 
ceeilcnl   in  buildinjj;"  up  aii  excellent  business.     In 
l8<^,  decidinj^  to  enj^at^e  in  a  |)ermanent  husines.s 
which  \vc)ul<i  admit  of  his  remaining  at  home,  he 
opened  at  Ouectis  Station  the  establishment  which 
he   has   since  successtnll\   conducted,  for  the  sale 
t>l  au'ricultiu'al  implements,  farmers'  supplies  an<l 
hay.      ilc  makes  a  specialty  of  seed  potatoes,  ob- 
taining hi«^  stipplies  in  Maine,  to  which  state  he 
j^i.>*s  once  a  year  to  look  after  the  product  which 
he  has  raised  t<»r  bimself  by  sjn'cial  contract.     He 
enjoys  a  larj^^e  patronage,  much  of  which  is  drawn 
fi'.nn    a  consideralile  distance  and  as  a   business 
man     stands  hi^h     for    enterprise    and    probitv. 
He  is  esteemed  in  the  comnumity  for  his  personal 
wi>rth.  and  various  res])onsibilities  in  the  inleresi> 
of  his  neij^hbors  have  devolved  upon  him.     He  is 
an    active  and  exemplary  member  of  the   Dutch 
Rcforine<l  church,  which  he  zealously  serves  in  all 
its  <lifterent  departments  of  eftort.     He  has  held 
the  offices  of  deacon  and  elder,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  superintendent    of    the    .^unday-schcH)!. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  public  position.     He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  local  orj^fanization  of  tin- 
men. 

Mr.  Hendrickson  married  Mis.s  Klla  Smith. 
who  died  in  1887.  after  lx*comin|L^  the  mother  of 
two  children.  The  only  one  of  these  livinj^;  is  Mary 
Rl.  a  trraduate  of  Mo^xlv's  School  at  Xortlifield, 
Massachusetts,  and  also  of  the  Xormal  school  of 
Jamaica.  She  now  teaches  at  Creedmoor  and  is 
known  as  a  leadinj^  Christian  Mndeavor  and 
church  and  Sunday-school  worker,  .i^ivini^^  mo>t 
11 


of  her  lime  to  that  employment.  Mr.  Hendrick- 
>on  sub.se(inently  marriedMiss  lunma  Anderson, 
and  they  became  the  ])arents  of  Howard  F.  and 
Robert  K.  Hendrickson. 

There  was  a  time,  some  thirty  years  a^o,  when 
nearly  every  farm  nn  the  S])rini^field  road  was 
•  •wned  by  a  Hetidrickson. 

KDW'IX  (ARM  AX,  M.  1). 

( )n  X«)vember  4.  M»3i,  the  .ship  Lion's  Whelp 
landed  at  Roxborouuh,  Massachusetts,  having 
amoni;  its  passeni^^ers  from  Kn*:^land  John  and 
Florence  Carman.  Since  1370  the  Carman  fam- 
ily are  known  U)  have  been  in  Enj^^land,  and* are 
mentioned  in  the  Doomsday  Hook  as  land-owners 
in  \\  iltshire  durin;^  the  reij.C"  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fessor, looj  \n  iof>^.  The  maiden  name  of  John 
Larman'^  wife  was  I'lorence  Fordham.  Her 
brother  R(.)bert  came  to  this  country  with  his  sister 
and  her  husband,  who  was  a  minister.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  10  John  and  Morence  Carman, 
John,  AbijLiad.  Caleb,  Caleb,  second,  and  Joshua. 
John,  the  first  of  these,  had  eij.j:ht  children,  name- 
Iv:  Ic^hn.  Caleb,  benjamin,  Abifjail,  Sanniel, 
I'homas.  Joshua,  Jose])h.  Of  this  family  Caleb 
had  three  children.  Caleb,  Samuel  and  I'enjamin. 

in  the  fifth  j.>eneration  Jlenjamin  had  five  chil- 
«iren  :  Sanmel,  who  served  with  distinction  as  a 
colonel  in  the  Re\oluti(»nary  war;  Stephen,  Mary. 
Ann,  and  Richard,  called  "the  loyalist."  Cokmel 
Samuel  Carman,  b*)rn  March  2(),  1749,  had  thir- 
teen children.  Richard  Carman,  iJ:randfather  of 
llie  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  captain  in  the  war 
of  iSi2.  June  I,  iSu/,  he  married  Ann,  a  dau^ii- 
ter  of  Thomas  Carman,  another  branch  of  the  Car- 
man family,  and  had  ten  children  ;  of  these  Rich- 
ard married  F'lizabeth  Hewlett  on  Sej^tember  12, 
iS|7,  and  to  them  were  born  Anna,  Mary,  Rich- 
arcl  H.,  (  aroline.  Rhoebe,  Otto  Ceor<4:e,  deceased, 
Ivlla  \\  and  Edwin.  L'aptain  Richard  Carman  was 
for  many  ycar^  enj^MiLivd  in  mercantile  ])nrsuits, 
atid  was  one  of  the  first,  if  not  tlie  fir^t  store- 
keepers in  Hemjistead.  He  wa^  succt'ssful  as  a 
merchant,  and  his  later  rlay^  were  s])ent  in  retire- 
ment. 

Riehard  t  "arnian,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 


162 


HISTORY    OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


this  sketch,  was  born  on  September  13,  1824.  He 
acquired  his  eckication  in  the  district  schools  and 
in  Hempstead  Seminary  and  began  Ufe  as  an  er- 
rand boy  in  a  dry-goods  store  in  New  York,  be- 
ing employed  afterward  as  a  clerk  in  various  other 
stores  in  the  same  city.  Subsequently  he  pur- 
chased land  in  Brooklyn  and  Hempstead,  on  which 
he  erected  a  number  of  buildings,  and  was  also 
•  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  the  milling  and 
lumber  business  at  East  Rockaway.  He  now  lives 
retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  honored  by 
all  who  know  him. 

Edwin  Carman,  M.  D.,  is  a  prominent  and 
skillful  physician,  whose  practice  at  Freeport, 
Nassau  county,  Long  Island,  is  a  large  one.  He  is 
the  son  of  Richard  and  Eliabeth  (Hewlett)  Car- 
man, and  was  born  at  East  Rockaway.  Long  Isl- 
and, on  October  6,  1867,  where  he  ac(|uired  his 
primary  education  in  the  public  schools,  supple- 
mented by  a  thorough  course  in  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  lousiness  College  of  Brooklyn,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1886.  He  then  began  tin* 
study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  James  A. 
Hutcheson  at  Lynbrook,  Nassau  county,  Long 
Island.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  Long  Island 
College  Hospital,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
March,  1889.  He  also  took  a  special  course  in 
]>hysical  diagnosis  under  Prof.  John  A.  McCorkell. 
and  began  the  ])ractice  of  his  chosen  profession  in 
I'Veeport  in  May,  1889. 

Vh.  Carman  was  married  in  ]''reej)ori  lo  I'lor- 
cnce  \.  Conklin,  'huighler  of  I  Matt  and  Amelia 
Conklin  of  l^Veeport.  Tie  is  a  memlH-r  of  iM'eeport 
Lodge  Xo.  (vjo,  I.  ( ).  ().  v.,  and  is  vice  i)resident 
of  the  Soutli  Side  lAaguc.  lie  is  the  po|)nlar 
treasurer  of  tlie  (.;un  Chih,  and  a  nicinber  oi  the 
lionsc  conmiiiioe  of  the  Freej)ort  Club.  He  Is  tl'i- 
examining  physician  for  the  l^rndential.  John 
1  laneiu^k.  ilic  Miitnal  Life  of  Maine.  l^(|uital)le 
Li^'e.  Mntiu'il  Life  of  Xew  N'ork.  and  the  \e\\ 
^'ork  Life  mtl  other  insurance  coin|)anies  of  n-ne, 
and  of  ill.'  Loni^'  Island  KailrM.id  ('<ini|)an\.  M* 
lias  als(»  served  a.s  health  ofhcer  for  I  lenip.steatl  *i>v 
two  ternN.  The  Doctor  has  of  past  xcars  hoeonK- 
recoi^in/i'vl  a<  an  atitliority  i^u  sniallpox.  and  ha^ 
(diarge  of  the  ea<(^s  at  I-'reeport  and  Ihde  Tar!;, 
anrl  jither  places. 


Dr.  Carman  is  a  deacon  of  the  church  of  the 
Transfiguration,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  found- 
ers, and  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  consistent  mem- 
ber. He  i*^  helfl  in  the  highest  esteem  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  and  deservedly  so,  for  through 
hard  study  and  a  natural  aptitude  for  his  chosen 
profession  he  has  forged  to  the  front  rank. 

RICHARD  HEW  LETT  ROBBINS. 

Richard  H.  Robbins,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
East  Williston,  Long  Island,  is  descended  from 
an  old  and  honored  ancestry.  The  first  of  his 
fainily  there  was  Jeremiah  Robbins,  who  was  an 
early  resident  of  Hempstead  Harbor  (now  Ros- 
lyn),  where  he  made  his  abode  and  built  the  old 
homestead,  which  is  now  owned  bv  the  Skillnian 
estate.  He  was  a  native  of  Dutchess  county.  New 
York.  His  second  son.  John  Robbins,  was  mar-  ' 
ried  on  August  3,  1809.  in  the  Friends'  meeting 
house  at  Matinicock,  Long  Island,  to  Sarah  Car- 
hartt,  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Phebe  Carhartt,  of 
Washington  town,  Dutchess  county,  New  York. 

William  B.  Robbins,  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Carhartt)  Robbins.  was  born  in  Roslyn.  Long 
Island,  and  resided  there  throughout  his  life.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  man  of  industry 
and  probity,  and  he  was  an  exemplary  nienihcr  of 
i!ie  Society  of  Friends.  He  married  Mary  Hew- 
lett, a  (laughter  of  fames  Hewlett,  of  East  Willis- 
ton,  and  they  died,  respectively.  April  18.  i86t^. 
and  November  30,  1884.  Their  children  were 
Sarah  l^lizabedi.  John  James,  Richard  Hewlett. 
Edward.  Thomas  Franklin,  Rebecca  T.  and 
William. 

Riciiard  H.  Robbins,  only  surviving  cliihl  of 
the  famil\  last  named,  was  born  in  Westhurv. 
Long  Island.  His  boyhocnl  was  passed  in  the 
j)arental  home,  anrl  at  the  usual  age  he  began  his 
education  as  a  piij)il  in  the  public  schools.  Later 
lie  continued  his  studies  in  the  Cnion  Hall  Acad- 
emy, and  sinc(.  putting  aside  his  text  l)CK)ks  he  has 
<le\'otecl  his  time  and  attention  to  farming  inter- 
ests. He  owns  at  l^ast  Williston  a  very  rich  and 
valual)l<'  iract  of  land  of  three  hundred  acres. 
which  is  highly  cultivated,  while  all  the  modem 
inmrovements  and  conveniences  are  fouiKl  there- 
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,    indicatiiifj^  the  progressive  spirit  and  careful 
j-^erv'ision  of  the  owner,  who  is  justly  accounted 
*f?  of  the   leading  agriculturists  of   the   com- 
^-anity. 

He  has  also  been  long  and  actively  identified 
th  important  local  interests.  He  is  president  of 
^jfr  Westbury  Protective  Association,  a  trustee  of 
Roslyn  Savings  Bank,  a  charter  member  of  the 
st  Williston  Hook  and  Ladder  Company, 
irector  of  the  I-ong  Island  Home,  and  he  has 
'n  school  collector  for  twenty  years  and  high- 
v  master  for  manv  vears.  He  is  a  member  of 
^r=^  IVesbyterian  church.  No  trust  ever  com- 
^  tted  lo  his  care  has  been  betrayed  in  the  slight- 
» ^^:i  degree,  for  he  holds  every  confidence  sacred 
-m  <1  guards  it  as  zealously  as  though  it  were  his 
's-'^i'^n.  In  business  he  is  prosperous,  in  public  life 
f  1  "iable  and  at  all  times  he  enjoys  the  regard  and 
f^  ?spect  of  his  fellow  men. 

On  January  2^,  1885,  Mr.  Robbins  was  mar- 
■^^d  to  Miss  Margaret  J.  Ketcham,  a  daughter  of 
^^^orge  W.  Ketcham,  and  they  have  two  daugh- 
^''s,  Marv  H.,  and  Gulielma  Robbins. 

ml  ' 

JAMES  S.  COOLEV,  M.  D. 

Maintaining  his  residence  in  the  beautiful  vil- 
«^^e  ot  Glen  Cove,  Nassau  county.  Long  Island, 
^'liere  he  has  had  his  home  for  more  than  a  decade 
^^"nd  a  half.  Dr.  Cooley  holds  marked  prestige  as 
one  of  the  representative  members  of  the  medical 
profession  in  this  section  of  the  Empire  state,  be- 
ing- a  man  of  fine  intellectual  and  professional  at- 
tainments and  being  animated  by  that  abiding  hu- 
man sympathy  which  is  so  essential  an  element  in 

the  makeuj)  of  the  successful  physician  and  sur- 
geon. 

Tile  Doctor  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  New 

iork,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Hartford. 

*^  ashington  county,  on  the  29th  of  June,  1845,  the 

^on  of    Seth  and   Mary    (Ingalsbe)    Cooley,  the 

^^nier  of  whom  was  born  in  Salem,  Washington 

^^Unty,  and  the  latter  in  Hartford,  while  both  were 

^^l^i'Qscntatives  of  prominent  old  families  of  the 

^  *Jt^  and  nation.     Seth  Cooley  was  by  trade  a 

^"^^,  and  rr)  this  vocation  he  devoted  his  atten- 

"On  for  a  number  of  vears,  while    later    he    did 


efficient  service  as  a  traveling  representative  of  the 
American  Tract  Society ;  the  latter  portion  of  his 
life  was  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  his  death 
occurring  in  the  year  1863.  His  wife,  who  died 
in  1854,  was  the  daughter  of  James  Ingalsbe,  sev- 
eral of  whose  ancestors,  in  direct  and  collateral 
lines,  vvere  valiant  sokliers  in  the  continental  army 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  while  it  is  a 
matter  of  record  that  representatives  of  the  name 
t(X)k  part  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Lexington, 
one  of  the  most  important  in  the  great  struggle 
whose  outc(^me  was  the  founding  of  our  American 
republic. 

Dr.  Ccx>ley,  the  survivor  of  the  two  children  of 
.Seth  and  Mary  (Ookw.  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  sch(K)ls  of  his  native  vil- 
lage and  thereafter  became  a  student  in  Williams 
College,  where  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of 
the  class  of  i8»''x).  Tt  was  but  natural  that  a  man 
of  so  distinct  individuality  and  alert  mentalitv 
should  early  mature  plans  as  to  his  definite  voca- 
tion in  life,  and  thus  we  find  that  the  Doctor  de- 
termined to  pre[)are  himself  for  the  noble  profes- 
sion of  physician  and  ^iurgeon.  To  thoroughly 
fortify  himself  ff»r  his  chos^Mi  work  he  matricu- 
lated in  the  medical  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  where  he  completed 
*he  prescribed  course  and  was  graduated  in  1877. 
receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Sandy  Hill.  Washington  county,  and  at  Luzerne, 
Warren  county.  New  ^'ork,  until  1886,  when  he 
located  in  Glcncove.  Long  Island,  where  he  has 
buill  \\\)  a  large  and  rei)resentative  practice  and 
where  he  is  held  in  the  highest  confidence  and  es- 
teem by  all  who  know  him.  his  practice  being  of 
general  order. 

He  koe])s  in  close  touch  with  the  aclvances 
made  in  the  two  branches  of  his  profession  and  is 
a  thorough  and  discriminating  student.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society 
atid  of  the  ( >ueens-Nassau  ^ledical  Societv,  of 
which  latter  he  is  secretary  aiul  treasurer  at  the 
time  of  this  writing,  whik-  he  is  also  incumbent  of 
the  oflFice  of  secretary  of  the  Nassau  Hospital  at 
Mineola,  and  is  examining  physician  for  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  of  which   ffaternitv  he  is  a  member. 
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The  Doctor  has  given  his  suj)port  to  all  nicasurt'S 
for  the  general  good  of  the  community  and  has 
heen  a  valuable  factor  in  educational  affairs,  hav- 
ing been  school  commissioner  of  Oueens  county 
lor  three  terms  of  three  years  each  and  having 
rendered  particularly  effective  service  in  this  ca- 
pacity. His  earnest  /.eal  in  religious  matters  has 
been  unabating  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  board 
■••I  trustees  of  the  Presl)vlerian  church  of  (jlen- 
cove,  of  whidi  lie  is  also  an  elder  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school,  in  which  department  of 
church  work  his  wife  likewise  has  shown  much  de- 
votion and  rcijdered  valued  aid.  while,  as  a  prom 
inent  and  influential  member  of  the  Woman's 
( 'hristian  Temperance  I'nion,  she  is  county  su])er- 
intendent  (»f  the  Sunday-school  w<»rk  accom- 
plished under  the  au>pices  of  this  noiile  organiza- 
tion. (  'U  the  joth  of  June,  1872,  Dr.  Coi^k-y  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  M.  Reba  Clark,  who 
was  lK)rn  in  ICssex  county,  Xew  York,  the  daugh- 
ter of  ( )rin  and  .Mary  (  Moon)  Clark.  They  have 
two  children.  Mar\  H.  and  l^rnrst  <  i. 

lU'JJKRT    CILLIS. 

Among  iliosc  who  have  come  from  foreign 
lands  io  beconK"  ])rominent  in  the  busini-ss  circles 
of  tlu*  AmiTican  nii'tro])olis  is  Hubert  Cillis.  the 
vice-presirk-nt  i^i  the  <  irrmania  i-ife  Insurance 
C'ompany.  \\'\>  success  in  his  undt-rlaking.s  has 
been  s«i  marked  that  his  nuth(»(ls  are  of  interest 
to  the  connuL-rcial  world,  lie  has  ba.scl  his  busi- 
ness pnnci]>les  and  acticni^  ujjon  strict  adluTcnct- 
t(»  the  rules  which  govern  industrx  anl  unswerv- 
ing integrity.  t(^getluT  with  a  thorough  mastery  of 
every  dej)artnK-nt  of  the  business  with  which  he 
is  coniuTted.  considering  no  detail  too  unini- 
])ortani  to  command  his  attention,  at  the  sair.e  time 
giving  dite  nrognition  lo  the  salient  featin'e>  of 
the  busine.'%s.  \\\  constant  exertion,  associated 
with  mux!  jndgmeut.  be  ha>  raided  himself  U)  the 
I'osilioM  which  b.e  now  ncct]])ie>,  liavii:^  the  friend- 
ship of  many  and  ib.e  re>]u  ct  of  all  \\h.' »  kn  iw  him. 
I  lis  l»n.-ine»  nrii-.X'  i--  in  Xew  N -rk  :  in  tlu-  -nni- 
nier  he  niake'>  h!*-  lnMne  in  I'ar  l\  ."ki\\a\  n-i  i- 
(k:'j-l\    inl«Teti    I  ni  the  iin|'r<.'V'-n:c;  1     »f  ili-    -r  •- 


tion  of  the  island ;  his  citv  home  is  in  S 
street  near  i'ark  avenue. 

Mr.  C  dlis  was  born  in  C!ologiie,  Genua 
184S,  and  on  the  [)aternal  side  belongs  to  a 
vvho  were  large  lan<k)wners  in  that  section 
country,  while  his  mother's  ikh»|)1c  were  coii 
with  tlu^  government  service,  holding  piiblic 
Mr.  C'illis  spent  the  first  twenty-one  years 
life  iti  the  iatherland  and  then  in   1869  c 
the  Atlantic  to  the  new  world,  believing  t' 
would  ha\e   better   business   op])ortunities 
Xor  was  he  mistaken  in  his  views,    for    i 
I  niled  States  he  has  progressed  steadily  to 
])romintnt  ])osiiion  in  insurance  circles. 
native  country  he  had  become  connected  wi 
insurance  business  and  was  an  expert  acco* 
and  mathematician.     He  crossed  the  water 
i\pi  the  positi(jn  of  assistant  to  the  actuary 
<  iermauia   Lif?   Insurance  Company,  and  « 
1st  (ii  January,  1S71,  was  made  actuary. 
b'  became  head  actuary,  was  then  promoted 
posit  on  of  secretary  and  in  iStji)  was  made  tl 
vice-president,  since  which  time  he  has  esr 
that  ca])acity  :  t<»r  fonrteen  years  he  has  ser 
director  of  the  com])any.     He  is  vicc-presid 
the  ImkxI   Trade  Publishing  Coni])any  and  s 
tee  uf  the  ( ierman  Savings  l>ank,  of  Xew 
the  third  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  citv. 

in    1S71   was  celebrated  the  marriage  c 
(illis  and  Miss  Lina  Scarry,  a  daughter  01 
( '.  Scarry.     Mr.  Cillis  has  taken  quite  an 
]>ari  in  ])ublic  affairs  relating  to  the  progre 
im|)rovement  <»f  the  city  aknig  many  Hnes. 
first  vice-|>resident  (»f  the  (ierman  Society 
( 'ii\  of  New  York,  the  oldest  (ierman  organi 
in  the  slate,  having  been  founded  in   1784 
some  \ears  he  was  president  of  the  (ierman 
(  r^ranz  Society,  and  belongs  to  the  (iemian 
and  .^cieiuilie  Society.     In  politics  he  is  a  I 
lican  when  \oting  at  elections  whefe  high  m 
'is.'>ue>  or  (iiiestions  of  ])ublic  policy  are  \n\ 
but  ai  ioeal  elections  he  Notes  independently 
brlirvis,  pKHeover,  in  reform  in  munici])al  ] 
;tnd  dor-^  all  in  bis  ])ower  to  ])romote  i)uri* 
lienor  in   Irical  political  circles,      lie  was  i 
lilt    nM-ri!i;i|i.  n  •''"  die  presi«leiu\\   of  the  Ixi 
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aldernKii  l'(>r  Manluillan  al  llu-  elect  ion  <>f  i(/)l, 
but  (IccliiK-d,  iVclinjL!:  thai  his  time  was  fully  taken 
up  by  his  business  atfairs.  h'or  cijjhl  years  he  has 
])oen  a  trustee  and  treasurer  of  tlie  German  Charity 
Hall  Association  which  (hiring^  that  time  has  do- 
nated nearly  Sioo,(XK)  iov  j)ublic  charities.  I»e- 
>i(lcs  the  i»ne  just  mentioned.  Mr.  Cillis  is  c<»n- 
nocted  with  the  ( lerman  Hospital  and  the  Isabella 
Heimath.  which  are  also  charitable  institution^. 
.\s  to  educational  in>iuutions  Ik  is  a  trustee  of 
tlie  Herman  I  hi  Memorial  l-'und  and  a  member  of 
the  German-American  Schulverein.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  prouiinent  and  iuHuenlial  German- 
Americans  on  1-onj^  Island.  Splendid  succe>s 
lias  crowned  his  etiorls  and  for  this  he  deserves 
SLfreat  credit,  his  i)n»sperity  beinj^  a  ])roof  of  his 
imabatin^  industry,  his  sound  judj^ment  in  t'liian- 
cial  matters,  and  his  close  adherence  to  a  hip^h 
-tandard  of  commercial  ethics,  for  his  cai)ital  was 
limited  when  he  came  to  the  new  world. 

s.  HAYxsKxi)  Tirrs. 

Within  the  attractive  insular  realm  of  Lon^- 
Island  are  to  be  foiuid  to-day  many  slerliuii^  rep- 
lesentntives  of  families  whose  names  have  been 
identified  with  the  history  of  this  fav<)re(l  section 
of  the  Empire  stale  tor  more  than  two  centuries. 
;«n(1  this  is  true  in  the  case  of  the  Titu^  family. 
The  vista  opened  to  view  by  this  mere  sl-ilement 
:i.s  to  c<:msecutive  identification  is  one  most  irrat- 
Ttyinq"  and  mterestinj^  from  a  ])urely  historical 
standpoint,  for  it  implies  the  initiation  of  develo])- 
inent.  betokens  the  various  transition  stai^es  of 
proo^rc.ss  antl  finally  touches  the  favored  ])erio(l 
wheti  the  twentieth  century  is  ushered  in  to  find 
the  Islr-nd  a  center  of  industrial  activitv.  of  mani- 
fold natural  attractions  enhanced  bv  the  work  of 
man  and  the  interpo.sition  of  art. — fair  landscapes 
and  entrancinji"  views  of  the  waters  of  the  sea  and 
the  sound:  beautiftil  summer  homes  and  ances- 
tral demesnes  ;  an  enlij^^htened  and  pr()sj)erous  p<»p- 
nl^.ce.  and  the  manifold  conveniences  typical  of 
the  ?c:e. 

The  original  American  ]Toj^enitors  of  the  fam- 
ily to  which  our  subject  belonjj^s  were  Robert  Ti- 
tus and  his  gfooil  wife  Hainiah,  who  emigrated  to 


Ameriv'a  from  Stanstead  Abbey.  Hertfordshire, 
Rngland,  as  early  as  Tf)35,  locating  in  Weymouth, 
Massachusetts,  and  later  in  Seekonk,  whence  came 
their  eldest  son,  Edmund,  to  Long  Island  with 
other  members  of  the  family,  and  from  him  the 
lineage  is  traced  in  turn  through  John,  Jacob,  Ja- 
cob, jr.,  Jacob  the  third,  and  Samuel  M.,  to  the 
>ul)]ect  of  this  review.  Sanuiel  M.  Titus  was  born 
in  (jlenco'vc.  Long  Island.  May  31.  1819,  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Hannah  Olott)  Titus,  and  here  he 
was  rearetl  and  educated.  He  has  attained  a  high 
de^^ree  of  success  as  a  farmer,  having  a  finely  im- 
]?roved  estate,  a  ])orlion  of 'that  formerly  ow^ned 
bv  his  lather,  who  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  (ilencove.  being  one  of 
the  intluenlial  men  of  the  county.  Samuel  M.  Ti- 
tus is  one  of  the  honored  and  venerable  citizens  of 
this  section  :  has  been  a  zealous  supporter  of  the 
Re])ublican  parly  from  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion, and  he  was  a  stalwart  u])holder  of  the  Union 
rau^e  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  He  was 
.'ippointed  postmaster  at  (Hencove  in  1844  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
the  office  consecutively  for  a  term  of  eight  years. 
1-fe  was  one  of  those  most  prominently  concerned 
in  the  establishing  of  the  Queens-Xassau  Agri- 
cidtural  Society,  (^f  whose  directorate  he  has  been 
a  member  from  the  time  of  organization,  while 
he  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  its  president. 
His  father  was  oiie  of  the  foimders  of  the  Gleii- 
cine  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  he  himself 
has  l)een  president  of  the  same  for  nearly  a  decade. 
He  has  been  active  and  intiuential  in  local  affairs 
of  a  public  nature  for  many  years,  and  his  long 
and  useful  life  is  crowned  with  the  honors  which 
come  froiu  the  a])])reciative  estimate  ])laced  upon 
him  by  his  fellow  men.  He  tnarried  Miss  Hannah 
\\'illi.s.  daughter  of  Jacob  1>.  and  l^hoebe  (Hew- 
lett) \\illis,  of  C'edar  Swamp,  and  of  the  three 
children  of  this  unif^n,  S.  Townscnd  is  the  only 
survivor. 

S.  Townsend  Titus  was  born  in  Glencove, 
L'iPg  Isl'md,  on  the  i  ith  of  June,  1854,  and  after 
conrpleting  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
n:itive  v  illage  he  became  a  member  (»f  the  first  class 
lo  enter  SwarthmcTc  College,  where  he  continited 
his  studies  f(^r  two  years,  .\fter  this  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  conducting  of  the 
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homestead  farm  until  1880,  wlien  he  engaged  in 
the  liverv  business  in  Glencovc  and  continued  in 
this  line  of  enterprise  until  1890,  at  which  time  he 
became  associated  with  R.  Frank  Bowne,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Titus  &  Bowne,  and  established 
the  present  business  undertaking,  which  has 
grown  to  be  one  of  wide  scope  and  importance  in 
its  line,  involving  the  handling  of  lumber,  coal 
and  building  material  of  all  kinds.  The  enterprise 
has  been  managed  with  marked  ability  and  judg- 
ment and  the  firm  has  a  high  standing  in  the 
Inisiness  community.  Mr.  Titus  has  ever  ])ursucd 
a  straightforward  course,  and  the  high  principles 
by  which  he  is  animated  have  been  manifested  in 
all  the  relations  of  life,  naturally  resulting  in  his 
retaining  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact.  Tt  has  l>een  truly  said  of  him 
that,  "he  is  public  spirited  and  in  favor  of  every- 
thing which  will  promote  the  welfare  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  and  his  influence  is  always  directed 
toward  this  end.''  Though  a  zealous  supporter 
of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Republican 
party,  he  has  never  had  any  inclination  for  public 
office. 

In  the  village  of  Jamaica,  on  the  15th  of  Xo- 
vember,  1876,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Titus  to  Miss  Julia  J.  Jackson,  who  was  born 
there,  receiving  her  education  in  the  sch(K)ls  of 
the  place  and  becoming  a  woman  of  gracious  re- 
finement. Her  father,  Timothy  T.  Jackson,  was 
born  in  Flushing,  and  was  a  member  of  one  of  the 
old  families  of  the  Island.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titus 

« 

are  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely :  Will- 
iam W..  Louis  H.  and  Kthalinda  I. 

HUTCTJESON. 

The  Hutchesons  of  Long  Island  are  of  Scotch 
descent.  Richard  and  Robert  Hutcheson  emi- 
grated from  Sterlingshire,  Scotland,  and  settled 
in  Savannah,  Georgia,  i)rior  to, the  Revolutionary 
times.  Thev  were  militarv  men  and  were  fre- 
quently  engaged  in  the  wars  against  the  Indians. 
After  the  successful  termination  of  the  Revolution 
v/e  find  the  Hutchesons  again  changing  their 
homes,  both  going  to  the  West  Indies — Richard 
to  Barbadoes,  where  some  of  his  descendants  are 


still  living,  and  Robert  to  the  Bahamas,  v 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  It  wa 
eral  report  among  the  older  inhabitants  of 
hamas  that  Robert  Hutcheson  was  an  o 
board  the  unfortunate  ship  "Chesapeaki 
she  was  captured  by  the  "Shannon"  off 
harbor,  and  that  in  the  battle  he  was  woi 
the  face,  which  he  kept  covered  by  a  hand! 
That  there  was  truth  in  the  statement  is 
by  the  fact  that  his  elder  son,  Richard,  ^ 
been  informed  of  the  circumstances  dire 
his  father,  gave  to  one  of  his  sons  the  ns 
wjn  Lawrence  and  to  a  daughter  the  nan 
Chesapeake. 

Robert  Hutcheson  married  a  widow 
name  of  Ann  Mickle white,  who  was  the  c1 
of  Noah  and  Esther  Bethell.  Four  childr 
born  to  them,  Richard  Micklewhite,  Robe: 
ard,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  Elizabeth,  1 
ceased,  was  never  married.  Mary,  now^  d 
was  married  to  Vinor  J]ethell,  and  one  d 
l)orn  to  them,  Adeline,  who  grew  up  and 
Joseph  Pyfrom. 

(1)  Richard  Micklewhite  spent  his  lif 
l^ahamas  and  was  engaged  in  the  cultiv 
pineapples.  He  was  married  twice,  his  fi 
being  Charlotte  Longley,  and  of  this  n 
the  following  children  were  born:  (i) 
tianna,  married  John  Petty,  and  is  at  pre 
siding  in  California.  Has  two  daughters, 
whom  arc  married  and  living  in  Califori 
Robert  Thomas,  deceased,  married  a  Miss 
left  one  child,  Robert  Theodore,  who  m; 
Miss  Bethell,  tour  children  being  born  t 
(3)  James  'J'heodore.  a  prominent  E] 
clerpyman  residing  in  San  Antonio,  Texa 
a  Doctor  of  Divinity  and  author  of  a  b 
titled  "A  View  of  the  Atonement."  He  is 
but  has  no  living  children.  (4)  Elizabe 
rierl  John  Curry,  of  Tampa,  Florida.  H 
large  family  of  children.  ('5)  Edwin  La 
named  after  (  aptain  Lawrence  of  Chesap< 
iiown,  is  at  ])rcsciit  living  in  San  Antonio, 
H^as  l)oon  married  twice,  to  sisters  by  the  i 
Jk'thel,  and  has  'Several  children,  one  of  wd 
soldier  in  the  Philippines.  Edwin  L; 
himself  \\as  in  General  Bragg's  army  dm 
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--^  i  V  il  war,  and  was  captured  at  L(K)k(nit  mountain. 
<^  ^^^  Ellen  Chesapeake,  deceased,  married  Jabez 
^^''-  Pyfroni  and  left  three  children,  Jerome,  Lu- 
^-'^^^^n  and  Hortense,  all  of  whom  are  married  and 
^  ^"^^ing  in  the  Bahamas. 

Kichard  M.  Hutcheson's  second  wife  was  a 
iss  Biggs,  by  whom  the  following  children  were 
n:  (a)   Richard,  unmarried;  (b)  Robert,  ik-- 
sed ,  (c)  Roland,  tmmarried  ;  id)  Kthel  mar- 
'  i^-<l  Alk-n  Mcjss.  and  has  two  children,  Margaret 
*ii"icl  Richard-  (e)  Charlotte,  married  Thomas  (I. 
l^<:7'thell,  and  is  the  mother  of  a  numer  of  children. 
II.  Robert  Everard  llutcheson   was  born  on 
i1t<?  Island  of  Kleulhera,  in  1810.     Losing  his  par- 
f^T^  ts  when  (]uite  young,  he  was  soon  thrown  on  his 
'  ^xx'n  resources.     His  first  efi'ort  was  to  go  to  sea, 
sl-»ipping  from  Boston.  New  York  and  other  Amer- 
ioan  ports.    He  next  went  into  the  cultivation  and 
shipping  of  pineapples  at  the  Island  of  Kleuthera. 
Tills  occupation  he  followed  until  1862,  when  he 
^^"^aJlv  left  the  Bahamas  and  settled  at  East  Rock- 
^^vay.  Long  Island.     Captain  Hutcheson  married 
•^^11,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Hethel,  who  for  many 
.^^^rs  was  the  magistrate  and  collector  of  custtjms 
*'^-    Cjiovernor's  Harbor,  Rleuthera.       Their  chil- 
^Iren  were:     (i )  Euterpe,  deceased,  who  married 
^'illiam  'Hiomas  Bethell,  and  had  four  children, 
(3.^    Thomas  W.,  a  Methodist  minister,  now  de- 
ceased, with  a  w^idow  and  two  daughters  surviv- 
*n^-      (b)    Starling    Washington,    who    married 
Hortense,  daughter  of  Jabez  W.  and  KUen  Chtsa- 
I>ea.l<e  Pyfrom :  and  has  one  child,  Gerald,  living 
in  Z^ew  York,     (c)  Belinda,  who  married  Henry 
Stnrnip,  a  merchant  in  Nassau,  New^  Providence, 
an^'l  has  five  children,  Harry,  Ralph,  Maud,  Willis 
^nri    r)aisv.      (d)   Lilla,  who  married   Benjamin 
Miirriip^  a  merchant  in  Nassau,  New  Providence. 
^"•'I  has  five  children,  Cecil.  Irene,  Eva.  Carl  and 
^^^'^nklin. 

f  3)   Robert  W'illiam  was  lx)rn  February  21, 

^^  ?i»d  received  his  early  education  at  a  private 

'^^ol  in   Nassau,   New   Providence,   under   the 

^l^jre  t)f  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chambers.       I'rom  his 
c*ai"l  * 

Ue-st  childhood  he  expressed  a  desire  to  be  a 

•    ^'^ician,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  was  taken  t- 

_^^<lon,  England,  and  put  under  the  tutelage  of 

^'    Vl.  Hyde  Salter,  a  distinguished  physician. 


He  entered  King's  C(^llcge  in  October,  1853,  where 
he  pursued  his  medical  education  w-ith  such  dili- 
gence as  to  be  able  to  grachiate  as  s(K)n  as  he  be- 
came of  age.  In  February,  1857,  he  passed  the 
^•xamination  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
receiving  the  diploma  of  M.  R.  C.  S.  In  1858  he 
passed  the  examination  at  St.  Andrew's  Univer- 
sity. Scotland,  obtainitig  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  In  1859  he  appeared  before  the  ex- 
ainiiuTs  at  the  Ancient  Apothecaries  Hall,  Lon- 
don, and  received  the  diploma  of  L.  A.  C.  Hav- 
ing «»l)t'iin((l  all  that  he  aspired  to  in  the  old  coun- 
try, the  i>octor  took  shi])  for  his  home  in  the  Ba- 
hamas. A  brief  stay  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  how- 
ever. C(Mivmce(l  the  young  physician  that  he  could 
not  pas^  his  days  in  those  barren  and  uncongenial 
Islands,  with  no  com])ensative  advantages  except 
a  balmy  atmosphere,  so  we  find  Dr.  Hutcheson 
choosing  for  his  permanent  residence  a  home  in 
America,  where  he  could  be  in  touch  with  prog- 
ress and  civilization.  By  his  efforts  he  succeeded 
in  bringing  his  father  and  mother  and  their  chil- 
ilren  to  New  \  ork,  where  the  younger  members 
were  ])ut  to  sch(V)l,  and  have  since  been  able  to 
comj)ete  successfully  with  others  in  the  .struggle 
for  existence.  Dr.  Hutcheson  is  a  Mason,  and  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  w-hich  he 
has  been  twice  elected  chancellor  commander.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

On  b'ebruary  22,  1865,  Dr.  Hutcheson  married 
h^liza,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Ensor,  of 
Dorchester,  England,  and  by  their  union  seven 
children  were  born:  (a)  Mary  Louise,  born  De- 
cember 7,  1865.  died  March  8,  1866;  (b)  Robert, 
born  Lebruary  14,  iSf)/,  died  February  24.  1867; 
(c)  John  Ensor,  born  ^larch  2T,  1869.  The  lat- 
ter's  earliest  scho<'jl  days  were  passed  at  the  Rock- 
ville  Centie  public  .sch(X)l,  Xo.  2T.  He  subse- 
([uently  entered  the  Polytechnic  Institute,  Brook- 
lyn, where  he  passed  through  the  academic  course 
«nnd  entered  ihe  collegiate  department.  Inheriting 
a  taste  for  the  medical  profession,  he  was  in- 
structed in  the  j)reliminary  branches  by  his  father, 
entered  Bellevue  Hosi)ital  Medical  College,  and 
graduated  March  10,  1890.  As  a  student  he  made 
a  very  creditable  record,  and  was  offered  an  ap- 
pointment in  the  College  Hospital,  which  he  de- 
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clincd,  owinjj^  to  his  having  already  made  arrange- 
ments to  j)ractice  at  Rockville  Centre.  His  con- 
genial manners,  tact  and  skill  soon  ])laced  him  at 
the  head  or  his  competitors,  and  his  attainments 
are  widely  recoj>nized  hy  his  professional  asso- 
ciates and  an  appreciative  connnunity.  In  1890 
Dr.  J.  JMisor  Untcheson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Jessie  \  ernon  Turner,  a  daughter  of  J.  V.  D. 
and  Mary  Turner,  formerly  of  Brooklyn,  now 
residents  of  Rockville  Centre.  They  have  one 
living  child,  Ciladys  luisor,  a  hright  girl  at  the  age 
of  nine  years. 

J)'*,  and  Mrs.  Hutcheson  are  useful  nicuiher^ 
of  the  Methodist  Episco])al  church.  Dr.  Hutche- 
son is  a  Mason,  a  memher  of  the  Knights  of 
TVthias.  of  ihe  Royal  Arcanum  and  of  various 
college  societies.  He  has  served  as  health  officer 
of  his  village,  has  occupied  the  position  of  count\ 
physician,  is  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Nassau 
County  hospital,  and  examiner  for  the  Xew  York 
Life  and  other  insurance  companies. 

(d)  Rohert  P'rederick,  horn  Decemher  30, 
1S71.  Like  his  hr'Jther  he  ])assed  his  earliest 
sch(X)l  da\s  at  the  ])uj>lic  school  of  Rc^kville 
Centre.  He  suhsef|uently  entered  the  Harrison 
Latin  School  of  Brooklyn,  and  from  there  went 
to  I»elievue  Hospital  Merlical  College  where  he 
was  graduated  in  March.  iS<^j.  Dr.  K.  V.  Hutch- 
eson is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  (  )rcler  of  lHv- 
esters,  and  of  the  Ro^yal  Arcamim.  lie  married 
Adele  (Irant,  oi  Xew  ^'ork,  but  lia>  no  children. 
He  is  |)racticing  hi>  profes.sjon  at  (  edarhurst. 
Long  Island,  where  he  is  very  poi)iilar.  (e)  I'Lliza 
.\delai(k-.  I)<nii  (  )ct«'licr  d.  iSj^^.  She  at  first  at- 
tendc'l  the  Kockville  Centre  public  school.  Xc 
j;,  'AU(\  s!il)se(|Uently  the  Cathedral  school  of  St. 
Mary's  of  ( iarden  ("il\.  Slie  married  Ivhvin  Tat- 
tcn,  of  r.rookly.i.  and  has  two  children,  b'rance.s 
Maud  and  .\(ielai<le  Mildred,  (f)  Alfred  Hyde 
.Salter,  born  (  )(iober  j(k  1S77,  died  .\la\  11,  I  S70. 
(g)  luilcrpe  Aland.  \)nV]\  bebrnarv  JJ,  iScSo.  i^ 
unmarried  and  li\ni-  at  h'tnie  with  her  father. 
She  i;radiiaied  frMin  the  SmiuIi  Sidr  high  .sc!ii»<>l 
of  Rockville  (  entre  ni    iS'oS. 

(3)  \'A\/M  Ann.  'leera^ed.  burn  iS^^S.  niariard 
William   fuijje.  l"nnrrl\   cf   I'.r.  i(»kl\n,  now    resid- 


ing at  h'ort  Lee,  Hudson  River.  Has  two  chil- 
•  Iren  living,  Aubrey  and  William. 

{4j  Mary  Klizaheth,  deceased,  burn  1840, 
married  Henry  (jraef,  druggist,  formerly  of  Lyn- 
br(X)k.  Has  four  children  living,  Harry,  Robert, 
Anne  and  Jjniie,  all  of  wdioni  are  married. 

(  5)  C  liarles  Joseph,  deceased,  born  1844,  mar- 
ried Mary  jane  T.rower :  one  child.  Flora,  who  is 
uiarricd. 

(6)  Ihaddeus  Jwerard,  deceased,  born  i84<>. 

(7)  Aubrey  (ieorge,  lx>rn  T84S. 

18)  William  McCammon,  deceased,  I M)rn  185-2. 

(9)  James  Alexander,  born  1855.  Studied 
ntedicine  and  graduated  at  the  Long  Island  Mcdi- 
c.'d  College,  and  is  practicing  his  profe.ssion  at 
Lynbrook,  Long  Island.  He  was  health  officer  of 
tlu  i<)\v\\  of  Hempstead  for  a  numl)er  of  years, 
lui'd  also  physician  to  Queen's  county.  He  mar- 
ried Alice,  a  daughter  of  William  Abrams  of  Lyn- 
brook. He  has  had  six  children :  Aubrey,  de- 
ceased ;  William,  married  a  Miss  Denton  of  East 
Rockaway :  Ernest,  deceased;  Ethel,  Jessie  and 
Ellen. 

PHILIP  1'.  CRONIX. 

I'hilip  T.  Cronin,  of  bar  Rockaway.  who  for 
many  years  |)ursued  a  business  career  actively  and 
successfully,  has  been  recently  more  widely  and 
favorably  known  for  most  capable  service  in  vari- 
(^us  important  public  positions  in  the  countv  of 
Oueeiis. 

He  was  born  in  P»r(H)klyn.  a  son  of  Michael  J. 
(  ionin,  who  was  a  native  of  Pottsville,  Peiinsyl- 
xaiiia.  and  who  was  a  bricklayer  by  trade.  The 
father  reuKAcd  \o  bar  Rockaway,  Long  Island. 
while  liis  son  was  an  infant,  and  there  the  latter 
was  reared.  Voung  C'ronin  received  ah  excellent 
luigli.sh  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Jamaica 
and  in  ."^t.  lohns  school,  on  lav  street,  P.rcu^klvn. 
While  a  youth  be  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
and  snl)se«|rientl\  became  one  <^f  the  leading  con- 
tractor.>  and  builders  in  his  ])ortion  of  ( )neens 
count}'.  In  iSSi  lie  former  a  ]>artnershi])  with  T. 
\\".  Holan.  and  under  the  firm  name  of  C'ronin  & 
Dolan  tlu\    w  rrr  rngaged  in  business  togetlu-r  at 
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Far  Rockaway  fur  ten  >ears.  The  connect  ion  was 
then  dissolved  and  Mr.  Cronin  continued  in  busi- 
ness alcjne  itntil  i8tK>,  when  he  retired  to  turn  his 
activities  int<i  another  direction.  During  this 
period  lie  contributed  hi'rj^ely  to  the  development 
and  inij)rovement  of  the  beautiful  villaj^e  in  which 
he  resided,  and  many  of  its  substantial  aut]  l)eaiui- 
fnl  edifices  testify  to  his  masterly  skill. 

Active  in  the  maintenance  of  Democratic  ])rin- 
ciples,  Mr.  Cronin  was  called  in  i8S(>  in  a  seat  in 
die  j^^eneral  assembl\,  and  in  that  body  accjuilted 
himself  most  creditabls.  Two  years  later  he  was 
made  superiniendetit  of  the  ])oor  of  (jueen>  enmi- 
ty, and  in  iHi)j  was  elected  county  coroner  for  a 
term  of  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term. 
'in  September  30.  it>oi,  he  was  api)oiiUed  super- 
intendent of  ])iiblic  buildinf»s  and  ot>ices  (»f  the 
Ix^ronj*!!  ot  Oueens.  Me  yet  occupies  lhi>  p(»si- 
Mon,  and  is  rejx*trded  as  one  of  the  most  capable 
;*nd  nsetul  oihcers  in  the  public  service. 

Mr.  (.Tonin  has  at  all  times  exerted  his  l)e>i 
vitort  lor  the  mamtenance  of  his  ])olitical  party, 
rcjjrarding  it  as  the  exponent  of  the  best  principles 
of  Americanism,  and  he  is  a  familiar  fij^atre  in  all 
local  and  state  conventions,  in  which  his  counsels 
are  reijarded  with  deep  confidence.  I  le  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Maria  Stella  Couticil.  Xn.  ^^/^,  Knij^his  of 
Cohnnhia.  and  of  Rockaway  Court  Xo.  433.  Royal 
Arcanum — and  in  all  these  bndies  i^  hi|^-hly  re- 
garded for  his  excellent  social  traits  of  character. 
and  lor  his  cheerful  and  liberal  aid  iti  all  their 
worthy  purposes. 

Mr.  Cronin  married  Miss  Cphemia  Hender- 
son, a  daii.i»;hter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henderson,  of 
Far  Rockawav.  Mr.  and  ?^lrs,  Cronin  occupv  a 
<Ie!igrhtful  home  in  the  villaiiie  named,  and  ari*  re- 
i>ardcii  with  afl'ection  by  a  larj:;^e  circle  of  cher- 
ished friends. 

RDWARD    M.   CXDKRHILL. 

Th«;  !2^i  nial  and  pojmlar  hi)st  of  the  I  iotel  l»el- 
vidorc  at  Glencove  Landini^.  Xassau  connly,  Loni^ 
Island,  is  a  representative  of  (nie  of  the  old  and 
honored  families  of  this  section  and  is  nne  of  the 
Icadinix  vouno-  Inisiness  men  of  the  c(»unty.  where 
he  i>  well  known  and  hie^hly  esteemed.     He  is  a 


native  s<ni  of  the  Island,  having  Ix^eii  born  at  Oys- 
ter r>ay  on  the  2()th  of  June.  i8f>f).  the  son  of  Will- 
iam C^nderhill,  who  was  born  in  the  same  ])lace, 
as  was  al.so  his  father,  Samuel  Cnderhilb  both 
havinj^  been  contractors  and  builders  by  V(»cation. 
The  Cnderhill  family  was  established  on  Long 
lslan<l  in  th(^  seventeenth  century  and  the  name 
has  been  consi)icuously  identified  with  its  annals. 
Here  were  ac(|uired  many  acres  of  land,  and  a 
considerable  i)ortion  remains  to-day  in  the  ])os- 
ses.sion  of  desc«'ndauis  of  the  i>rij>;inal  ancestor. 
William  I  nderhill,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
passed  his  lite  here  and  commanded  tnK|ualified 
confidence  and  respect  in  the  C(»nimunity.  His 
death  occurred  in  X'^ovember,  njoi,  at  the  vener- 
able ag^e  <)i  seventy-six  years,  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiikni  name  was  Mary  Mann,  died  in  1899,  both 
having  been  devoted  communicants  of  the  Prot- 
estant I'^piscopal  church. 

lulward  M.  ITiderhill  was  reared  in  his  native 
villaj^e,  where  he  attended  the  i)ublic  schools  un- 
til he  gave  incei)tion  to  his  business  career  by 
leamiiij^  the  trade  of  car])enter  under  the  direction 
of  his  father.  To  this  line  of  wcjrk  he  devoted  his 
attention  lor  a  decade  and  then  located  at  Cden- 
cove  Landinj.1:,  where  he  opened  the  lielvidere  Ho- 
tel, an  attractive  and  well  e(pnpped  hostelry, 
which  has  attained  a  hit^h  degree  of  popularity  un- 
<ler  his  elilciem  and  discriminating  management 
and  contn^l.  Mr.  Cnderhill  is  one  of  the  public 
spirited  and  progressive  men  of  the  county  and 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  political  af- 
fairs as  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  par- 
ty, many  of  wlu;se  conventions  he  has  attended, 
having  been  a  delegate  soon  after  attaining  his 
lei^al  mai(^rit\.  He  has  been  for  the  past  si.x  vears 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  commissioner  of  high- 
wavs  fv)r  ( )yster  liay  township,  and  has  been  in- 
defatigable in  his  efforts  tn  construct  and  main- 
tain good  roads  in  the  territory  under  his  jurisdic- 
tion. I'ralernally  he  is  prominently  identified  with 
tile  Masonic  order,  the  Independent  ( )rder  of  Odd 
[•'ellow^  ind  the  Roval  Arcanum.  In  the  vear 
^XHy  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  .Mr.  Cnder- 
hill to  Miss  Isabella  Crey,  who  was  born  in  this 
county,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  ( irey,  and  thev 
are  the  parents  of  one  son.  Herbert. 
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WILLIAM    TITUS. 

The  Titus  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  on  Long 
Island,  and  it  has  been  represented  in  its  various 
generations  through  a  period  of  more  than  two 
and  one-half  centuries  by  men  and  women  of  high 
character,  who  have  lived  exemplary  lives,  and 
have  contributed  their  efforts  to  the  subjugation 
of  the  soil  and  to  the  establishment  of  all  those  in- 
stitutions which  make  for  a  high  civilization  in 
what,  at  the  coming  of  the  ancestral  Titus,  was  a 
wilderness,  inhabited  only  by  barbarians. 

In  [(iT;f)  Kobcrt  Titus,  a  son  of  a  Titus  who  was 
a  colonel  in  the  army  of  King  Charles  the  First, 
came  with  his  wife  Hannah  and  two  sons,  John 
and  l^dmund,  aged  respectively  eight  and  five 
years,  from  I^ondon,  England,  in  the  ship  Hope- 
well, settling  at  Weymouth,  Massachusetts.  The 
younger  son,  Ednuuid,  married  Martha  Wash- 
burn, and  came  to  Long  Island,  settling  near 
where  is  now  the  village  of  Westbury  in  Nassau 
county.  From  this  pair  is  descended  William 
Titus,  through  a  line  of  paternal  ancestors  who 
were  men  of  s]>lendid  character,  by  occupation 
farmers,  and  in  religion  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  William  P.  Titus,  for  manv  years  a 
rej^resentative  of  the  family,  and  devoted,  like  his 
progenitors,  to  agricultural  ])ursuits,  married  in 
1844  Ann  H.  Conklin,  and  w-as  the  father  of  six 
children  :  Maria,  deceased  ;  Fdward  S. :  Emma,  de- 
ceased ;  John  :  Lizzie :  and  William,  mentioned  at 
length  hereinatler.  Mr.  Titus  died  Fd)nuiry  17. 
iSqq. 

William  Titus,  son  of  William  P.  and  \\m  H. 
((/onklin)  Titus,  was  born  in  the  Old  Westbury 
house  taken  down  in  1876,  and  replaced  by  one 
which  occupied  the  site  now^  owned  by  S.  and  J. 
\\'.  Post,  and  in  thr  old  house  were  also  born  his 
father  and  iii^rancl father,  near  the  village  of  ( )1(1 
\^'estbury.  His  ])ivliminary  education  was  re- 
ceived in  the  sc]i(k)1s  of  the  neighborhood,  and  he 
afterward  studied  for  a  year  in  Providence,  and 
s])ent  another  at  I'nion  S])rings  C\)llege.  Thr  in- 
struction thus  rei^'ivL'd  he  su])plenK'ntc(l  with  a 
liberal  funrl  of  griuTal  practical  knowledge  de- 
rived from  his  ])ers(»nal  reading.  He  had  an  apti- 
tude n^r  mechanical  ])nrsuits,  and  having  selected 


the  trade  of  a  machinist  followed  that  calli 
one  year.  For  some  years  past  he  has  trar 
a  large,  business  as  contractor,  fumishinj 
graph  poles  to  various  companies.  He  is  er 
in  handling  Long  Island  sand,  holding  the 
of  president  of  the  Long  Island  Sand  Cor 
an  establishment  having  offices  in  \\'all 
New  York.  . 

Mr.  Titus  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fi 
ity,  and  belongs  to  the  Society  of  Friend: 
married  Alida  L.,  a  daughter  of  William  E. 
of  Old  Westbury.  In  1902  he  moved  U 
Williston,  where  he  built  a  handsome  res 
He  is  recognized  as  a  highly  capable  busines 
of  unimpeachable  integrity,  and  as  a  j)ubli 
ited  citizen  who  has  alwavs  borne  a  full  si 
the  advancement  of  all  enterprises  of  adv 
to  the  conmumity. 

ROBERT  W.  HUTCHESON,  :M.  T 

The  Hutcheson  family  in  Americ; 
founded  bv  two  brothers  who  came  from  St 
shire,  Scotland,  and  settled  in  this  countr\ 
it  was  still  numbered  among  the  colonial  ] 
sions  of  Great  Britain.  They  bore  the  nai 
Robert  and  Richard  Hutcheson  and  took  u 
abode  in  Savannah,  (jeorgia.  Prominent  ii 
tary  circles,  they  fought  in  the  Indian  war; 
to  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  After  the  ind 
ence  of  the  colonies  had  been  won  Robert  1 
eson,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  Doctor, 
in  the  Bahama  Islands,  there  spending  his  r 
ing  days.  He  married  Mrs.  Micklew^hii 
widow  of  Xoah  Bethel,  and  unto  them  wer 
two  sons, — Richard  and  Robert.  The 
spent  his  entire  life  on  the  Bahama  Islands, 
he  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  cultivati< 
shi])ment  of  pineap])les  and  other  fruits.  H 
ried  a  Miss  Longley,  and  imto  them  were  be 
following  children  :  Christiana,  widow  o 
tain  IVtty  and  now  a  resident  of  San  Fra 
California;  RoixTt,  who  married  Miss  Han 
died,  l(\Mvini;  his  widow  and  one  son,  Robert 
(lore,  iheii-  lionu"  l)eing  now  in  the  Bal 
Tanie^  I'hcodnrc.  a  minister  of  the  Pro 
Episcopal  cluu'cli  residing  at  .San  .Antonic»,  ' 
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Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Curry,  of  I^^lorida ;  P211en, 
<ieccase(1.  who  was  the  wife  of  Jabez  W.  Pyfrom, 
a  resident  of  the  Bahamas ;  Edwin,  who  served  in 
the  war  of  the  RebelHon  under  General  l->rag^  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Lookout  Moun- 
tain. He  married  a  Miss  Bethel  and  now  resides 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife  Richanl  Hutcheson,  the  second,  mar- 
ried a  Mvss  Big^gs,  of  the  Bahama  Tslan<ls.  and 
ihey  had  the  follovviuij  children:  Richard;  R(»l)- 
ert,  deceased  :  Roland  :  FuhcK  wife  of  Allen  Moss  : 
and  Charlotte,  wife  of  Thomas  (i.  Bethel.  All  of 
this  family  are  residents  <A  the  Bahamas.  The  fa- 
ther and  his  tirst  wife  died  on  the  island  where 
they  lived,  but  the  second  wife  is  still  living. 

Robert  Everard  Hutcheson,  the  father  of  rmr 
subject,  was  lx)rn  in  the  P>ahamas,  in   1810,  and 
became  one  of  the  largest  pineapple  p^rowers  in 
that  countrv.  He  came  to  the  I'nited  States  in 
i8«.)3,  locating  at  Ea.st  Rockaway,  Long  Lsland, 
w^here  he  spent  the  residue  of  his  days,  dying  in 
1.^3.     He  married  Ann,  daughter    of    Charles 
Bethel,  who  was  born  on  the  Bahama  islands  and 
died  in  East  Rockaway,  June  10,  1889.    They  had 
a  family  of  nine  children.     Euterj)e  M..  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Thomas  Bethel,  and  died  leaving 
her  husband  and  the  following  children :     .Star- 
ling W.,  Belinda  and  Lilla,  all  of  wh(^m  are  living 
in  the  Bahamas.    Robert  is  the  next  of  the  family. 
Eliza,  the  deceased  wife  of  William    Ruge  and 
who  is  survived  bv  two  children,  Aubrev  and  Will- 
iam.     Marv  is  the  deceased  wife  of  Henrv  (iraef, 
and  their  chddren  are  Harry.  Robert,  Anna  and 
r^ouie.      Charles,   now   deceased,   married    Alary 
Jane  Brower,  and  had  one  child.  Flora.    Tliaddeus 
died  in  childhood.    Aubrey  George  married  Anna 
Brownell    and    resides    near    Hempstead,    Long 
Island.      William    died    in     childhood.       lames 
A.    is  a   physician    residing   in    Lynbrook,    Long 
Island. 

In  taking  up  the  ])ersonal  history  of  Dr.  Rob- 
ert W.  Hutcheson  we  present  to  our  readers  one 
who  has  long  occupied  a  position  as  a  leading  and 
influential  citizen  of  R(Kkville  Center.  He  was 
bom  on  the  island  of  Eleuthera.  one  of  the  Ba- 
hama group,  February  21,   1830,  and  was  edu- 


cated in  a  private  sch(K>l  under  the  direction  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  chambers,  at  Nassau.  -\t  the  age  of 
>eventeen  lu'  was  sent  tf »  1  .ond(^n  to  studv  medi- 
cine,  and  there  entered  King's  College.  Subse- 
<!Henily  he  graduated  from  the  Royal  College  of 
S'.irgeons.  Lon^lon,  with  the  class  of  1857  and 
afterwjirds  from  St.  .Andrew's  College,  Scotland, 
with  the  cla>>  oi  i8:;S.  He  then  returned  to  Lon- 
don  anii  ,i^ra<iiKited  from  the  A])othecaries  Hall  in 
iS5().  lie  began  the  ])ractice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession in  the  r»ahanias  but  after  remaining  there, 
for  one  war  eanie  to  the  United  States,  in  i860. 
lM>r  two  years  he  wa*^  a  j)ractitioner  in  Brooklyn 
and  in  iS^)-^  located  at  Hast  Rockaway,  whence,  in 
i(S65,  he  c:nne  lo.  Roekville  Centre,  where  for  more 
than  llnrty-hve  years  he  has  been  a  prominent 
and  valued  rc]>resentative  of  the  j)rofession.  His 
skill  iti  administering  to  the  needs  of  suffering 
Immaniiy  and  his  tender  solicitude  and  considera- 
tion have  made  him  a  loved  family  physician  in 
many  a  household  and  his  practice  is  exten.sive, 
lucrative  and  i>i  an  important  character. 

Dr.  Hutcheson  was  married  in  St.  Ann's  Prot- 
estant Fpiscopal  church  in  Brooklyn  by  the  Rev. 
Lawrence  Mills,  February  22,  1865,  to  Eliza  En- 
sor,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  E.  Ensor, 
who  was  born  in  Dorchester,  Dorset  county,  Eng- 
land. November  29,  1838.  Their  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  seven  children :  Marv  Louise, 
born  December  7,  1865,  died  March  9,  1866;  Rob- 
ert was  born  February  24,  1867,  and  died  on 
March  3,  f8r'>7 :  John  Ensor,  born  March  21,  1869, 
is  now  a  practicing  physician  at  Roekville  Center; 
Robert  F'rederick,  born  December  30.  1871,  is 
now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Cedar- 
hurst,  Long  Island ;  Eliza  Adelaide,  born  Octo- 
ber 6.  1873,  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  Patten,  of  Brook- 
lyn ;  they  have  two  daughters.  Frances  Maude 
and  Adelaide  Mildred  ;  Alfred  H.  S.,  born  Octo- 
ber 26,  1877,  died  May  11,  1879;  '"^^^  Euterpe 
Maud,  born  February  27,  1880,  completes  the 
family. 

The  Doctor  was  a  member  of  the  original 
^''ueens  Count v  Medical  Societv.  Fraternallv  he 
is  connecte<l  with  Morton  Lodge,  Xo.  ^3,  V.  &  A. 
M.,  and    Chegonoe    Lodge.   No.    2J7^,  K.  P..  in 


11-2 


HISTORY    OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


which  he  has  served  for  two  terms  as  chancellor. 
He  and  his  family  attend  tlie  services  of  the 
Protestant  Ej>iscopal  chnrch. 

ArHRi:Y  (i.  III'TCUKSOX. 

Aiihrty  (ieorqe  Hntcheson,  president  of  the 
.A.  (i.  Hutcheson  ( Vmipany.  with  offices  at  Xo. 
TcV^)  Front  street,  Ww  York,  is  a  ])r( eminent  resi- 
dent of  the  conniy  of  Hempstead,  Lc^nj^"  Island. 
Ho  was  born  on  the  island  of  l^lenthera,  of  the 
IJahama  group,  April  8.  1<S48,  and  accjuired  his 
primary  education  under  the  instruction  of  private 
tutors.  After  becc^ming  a  resident  of  Long  Isl- 
and he  continued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools 
of  I^»r(X)klyn  for  a  year.  Later  he  was  again  taught 
by  private  instructors  and  also  t(K)k  a  full  course 
in  P>ryant  &  Stratton's  lUisiness  College,  in  which 
he  was  graduated  when  seventeen  years  of  age. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Hutcheson  became 
associated  in  business  with  his  father  in  New 
^'ork,  the  house  dealing  in  fruits  and  produce.  For 
the  past  thirty  years  he  has  been  continuously  a 
representative  of  commercial  interests  in  New 
York  city,  and  for  fifteen  years  has  dealt  j^rin- 
cipally  in  Cuban  productions,  controlling  the  larg- 
est business  in  fruit  and  ))roduce  of  any  firm  in  the 
trade. 

.\t  the  age  ot  nineteen  years  ~S\v.  Hutcheson 
was  united  in  marriage,  on  Livingston  street. 
Brooklyn,  on  the  .^d  of  ( October,  iSj^^  to  Anna  1 1. 
IJrownell,  a  daughter  of  Asa  Cook  and  Caroline 
I^'ield  l.ro^vnell.  Their  marriage  has  l>een  blessed 
with  nine  children  :  lulith,  wife  of  Dr.  l^Vancis  P. 
HamUt  :  W  iliis  Aubrey;  l-'anny  Pjorden,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  iwcnly  years:  Howard  Prownell  : 
Ralph  l^verard,  who  married  Carrie  Pearson,  of 
Hempstead:  Lcnus  Clarke:  C'arroll  1^'ield  ;  \'i(^let : 
and  .Mbert  Merritt.  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  HutchesiMi  is  a  member  of  the  Pnuluce 
P.xchange  of  .\ew  ^ Ork  and  also  of  the  Knickc-r- 
bocker  Club.  IK-  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
church,  nnd  contributt's  of  his  lime  <'md  money  t«» 
its  sn]);)orl  and  U])l)uilding.  His  honu-  at  Hemp- 
stead is  one  (^f  the  finest  residences  in  tluil  pretty 
little  town,  the  grounds  being  beautifullv  laid  out 
and  adorned  with  ornamental  trees,  shrubs  and 


Mowers.  Kveryihing  in  and  about  the  placi 
fies  to  the  culture  and  refined  tastes  of  the  < 
and.  while  there  are  manv  indications  of  v 
there  is  nothing  of  lisj)lay  in  this  beautifi 
attractive  home.  He  has  become  the  posse* 
coi^siderable  means  and  is  enabled  to  sui 
his  famih  with  all  the  comforts  and  manv 
luxunVs  oi  life.  Nothing  affords  him  ^ 
happiiiess  than  to  minister  to  thcni,  and  he  < 
do  tof)  nuich  to  enhance  their  welfare.  He  i 
domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  though  he  is  an  h< 
member  (»f  various  societies  he  finds  his  g 
jov  in  the  midst  n\  the  little  band  that  ci 
around  his  fireside.  Through  his  entire  bi 
career  lie  has  been  looked  upon  as  a  model 
tegrit}-  and  honor,  never  making  an  engajj 
that  he  has  not  fulfilled,  and  stands  to-dav 
ample  of  what  determination  and  force  cor 
with  die  highest  degixe  of  business  inte^il 
accomplish  for  the  improvement  of  natural 
and  strength  of  character.  He  is  respected 
communitv  at  large  and  honored  bv  his  bi 
asscK'iares. 

WILLIS  A.  HITCHESON. 

Well  knc  wn  among  the  young  busines 
of  New  York  for  his  ability  and  enterp 
Willis  A.  Hutcheson,  vice-j^resident  of  the 
lltitclieson  L'ompany,  of  New  York.  H 
born  in  P.rooklyn.  June  15,  1871,  his  parent* 
Aubrey  C.  and  Anna  H.  (l»rownell)  Hlitc 
who  are  represented  on  another  page  hi  th 
inne.  I  le  accjiiired  his  education  in  the  pub 
jirivate  scliouls.  supplemented  by  a  business 
pursued  under  the  direction  of  Professor 
Ik-iujn  thus  well  trained  for  the  responsibili 
business  life  he  put  to  the  ])ractical  test  the  ! 
edge  he  iiad  accjiiired  in  his-  father*s  offic 
in  iSoo  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
liuteheson  C'ompany.  In  July,  i89(>,  h 
L'lecled  virr-|>resi<k'nl  of  the  A.  C  Hut 
C  «»nipan\.  and  has  >inec  served  in  that  ca 
Ix  im;  .icli\r  ni  control  of  the  extensive  ent 
with  which  Ik-  is  C'trnucted.  The  firm  dr.* 
large  l)usines>  a.v  nnport^rs  of  fruit  and  pi 
mainly  from  (  iiha.  their  iradv  exceeding 
tune  that  ofahiio^i  c\rr\  honsc  in  the  same  1 
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Al  Hempstead,  Loiij;;;  Island,  on  the  7th  of  No- 
vcnilHT,  iJ?<>3.  Mr.  Hutchcson  was  united  in  mar- 
niiai»^o  to  Miss  Susan  Ann  Ruslimore  I)e  Nvse,  a 
< laughter  <»t  Walter  N.  and  Carrie  I)e  Nyse.  They 
have  one  st)n.  Anhrey  IV  Nyse,  whose  natal  day 
was  Aujrnst  23,  i8*>7.  Mr.  Ihitcheson  is  a  nieni- 
l>er  nt  the  Troduce  I^xchanjL^e,  helonj^s  lo  .\h)rton 
Lodj:^^*,  No.  03,  1'.  ^'  A.  M..  of  Hempstead,  is  viee 
eonimodure  of  the  Hempstead  Wiiy  ^'aehl  Clul), 
member  of  kniekerboeker  Athletic  club  and 
Hom]Kstead  Club,  and  attends  the  Methodist  h'.pis- 
eo)>al  church.  He  i>  a  very  popular  and  proj^res- 
sive  youni:^  business  man.  hi«^hly  esteemed  in  track- 
as  well  as  m  social  circler^.  lie  is  a  yoiuij^  man  <>f 
keen  judj^ment.  ni  dilii^ence  and  saj^acitx  and 
ab<we  all  (»f  ^ood  ])ractical  sense.  Such  (piahties 
well  rtt  him  for  a  prominent  place  in  the  business 
world  where  competition  is  so  j^real,  and  his 
course  has  fully  sustained  the  enviable  reputation 
which  the  h«)usc  of  which  he  is  a  rc|)re^ent:itivi- 
enjoys. 

i:iMiRAlM    HINDS. 

• 

'i  he  name  of  E])hraim  Hinds  has  been  actively 
and  liont)rably  asstK'iated  for  many  years  with  the 
educational  interests  of  Loujl;"  Island  and  he  eni(>ys 
*^hc  distinction  of  beinti  at  the  head  of  the  Hemp- 
stead Institute,  situated  at  Hempstead,  Loujl^^  Isl- 
land,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  best  private 
schools  of  Ijm^j!;  Island.  Professor  Hin<ls  is  a 
descendant  dI  a  family  wlu^  have  been  prominent 
in  the  history  of  mir  coimtry,  as  his  i^rand father, 
l^eniamin  Hinds,  took  an  active  part  in  the  stirrinin 
«  vents  precedint,^  and  duriui^  the  Revolutionary 
war.  was  1  lil>eral  contributor  tcnvard  the  su])])ort 
of  the  Continental  army  and  was  ap]>ointetl  the 
head  of  the  W'e.st  l>ovlston  colon  v. 

Plisha  Hinds,  father  of  IVofessor  Hinds,  was 
l:K»rn  T'ebruary  7.  1784.  at  West  Uoylston.  .Massa- 
chusetts, and  after  attending  the  i)ul)lic  schools  of 
his  native  town  entered  Williams  L'ollcj^e,  from 
which  he  was  i^raduated  in  1805.  He  chose  the 
lee^al  professiou  for  his  vocation  in  Hfe.  and 
throughout  the  section  of  country  in  which  he  re- 
si<led  he  was  familiarly  known  as  the  "honest 
law\er."     fie  was  an  advocate  of  every  ])roj^re<- 


sive  movement  in  the  t<nvn.  and  it  was  through 
his  instrumentality  that  the  first  public  library  was 
founded:  for  manv  vears  he  served  as  justice  of 
the  j)eace  of  the  town  of  Littleton,  and  also  dis- 
charj^ed  the  duties  of  ]>ostmaster  in  a  highly  cred- 
itable manner.  In  iSio,  accomj^anied  by  his  broth- 
•T  Abraham  Hinds,  who  was  also  an  attorney, 
Mr.  Hinds  started  on  horseback  to  make  a  tour 
ot  tb.e  then  civilized  ))ortion  of  the  I'nited  States; 
he  \isned  every  important  town  in  the  country 
:»nd  penetrated  far  into  the  western  wilderness. 
W'hik'  on  this  trip  he  accepted  the  position  of 
princii)al  of  an  acack'Uiy  located  in  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  and  after  remaining  in  charge  of  this 
insiilution  for  about  a  year  he  returned  to  the  vil- 
hiXc  of  Littleton  and  resumed  his  law  i)ractice 
with  his  brother  .\bndiam.  Mr.  Hinds  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Susan  Learned,  who  was  born  in 
Littk^ton.  New  Hampshire;  she  was  the  grand- 
daughter, on  her  mother's  side,  of  CajHain  Nathan 
t  'as well,  who  accfuired  his  title  during  the  war  of 
!>^I2.  m  which  conflict  he  was  a  noted  scout;  on 
.May  1^,  1770,  v^'aptain  Caswell  and  his  wife  made 
their  home  in  Littleton,  New  Hampshire,  being 
among  the  first  settlers  of  that  town.  Mrs.  Hinds 
was  the  daughter  of  Sanuiel  Learned,  who  was 
!)orn  at  (  )xlord,  Connecticut,  became  a  merchant 
of  hi)[rli  standing  and  also  a  wealthy  lumber  deal- 
er in  his  connnunitv.  Vbout  the  time  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  Lrie  canal  Mr.  Learned  came  to  New 
^'ork  state  and  became  ])rominently  connected 
with  its  construction  as  a  contractor,  building  the 
locks  at  Lockport.  The  following  named  chiklren 
were  born  U)  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hinds;  Elisha, 
wiumded  while  on  a  gunboat  during  the  Civil  war, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died;  William 
Learned,  for  many  \ears  in  the  employ  of  William 
Clatbn,  one  of  the  largest  merchants  of  New  York 
city;  Augusta,  wife  of  Mr.  Lyon;  Grace  Morse 
became  the  wife  of  C'hauncey  Whittlesey;  Ellen 
iVrcy.  wife  of  Henry  Roth  ;  Hannah,  engaged  for 
many  vears  in  the  occuj>ation  of  teaching:  and 
l^]>hraim  Hmds.  Mr.  Hinds,  the  father,  took  up 
bis  residence  in  r»ro(»klyn.  New  York,  about  the 
vear  1S45  and  resided  there  initil  his  death.  Mr. 
1  linds  dying  in  185-j  and  his  wife  some  years  after. 
Rphniim    HintK,  son    of    Rlisha    and    Susan 
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Hinds,  was  born  in  the  village  of  Liitlctun,  in  the 
While  ^lountain  re,q;i<)n  of  New  Hani])shire,  May 
3,  1810.  His  eaiiv  edncatiini  was  aniuireil  ])rin- 
oipally  from  private  tutors  and  in  Flaverhill  Acad- 
emy of  New  Hampshire.  When  iCj)hraim  had  at- 
tained the  aj:»e  of  fourteen  year^  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Hinsdale.  New  Hampshire,  and  after 
remaininj^  there  al)out  three  years  they  located  in 
New  Saloni.  Massachusetts,  where  they  had 
charj^e  c)f  the  home  department  of  Salem  Acad- 
emy. Youngi^  l''])hraim  was  a  student  in  this  sc1k>o1, 
and  after  com])leting^  the  entire  course  he  entered 
the  preparatory  de])artnient  of  Amherst  College, 
Soon  after  his  graduation  fn^m  that  institution  hr 
accepted  a  position  as  teacher  in  a  ])ul)lic  schoc»l  at 
Warwick,  Ma>sachusetis;  from  there  he  went  ii» 
'J  roy.  New  ^  ork,  and  served  in  the  cai)acity  (M* 
assistant  in  the  J'roy  Academy,  now  called  Kens- 
selaer  Institute,  under  Pntfessor  ICaton.  and  later 
ho  filled  a  similar  ])ositi( Ml  under  IVc^fessor  Uacjuet. 
teaclier  in  a  Irench  Academy  at  Paterson,  New 
Jersey.  Professor  Hinds  then  ])ursued  a  thor- 
onjrh  course  in  the  Acadenn  of  Art  in  New  ^'ork 
city,  in  the  dej»icniing  (le|)arlment,  having  a  natural 
talent  for  that  branch  of  art.  Vnv  two  years  and 
a  half  he  lilled  the  positon  of  Professor  of  h'rench 
in  the  Irving  Institute.  «uid  the  following  year  was 
>pent  in  .Sraid  Lake  \cademy,  Kensselaer  county. 
New  ^'ork.  lie  then  went  to  Pottstown.  Penn- 
>\lvania,  and  i)ecame  the  In^t  teacher  in  what  i«« 
now  the  celebrated  1 1  ill  School  ;  after  remaining  in 
that  po>iti()n  f<»r  one  year  lu-  accei)le'.l  the  position 
of  i.)rincinal  of  a  ne\\l\  e>t'ibli^heil  academx  at 
I»lackwoo«|,  (  aniden  countv.  \\-w  brsrv.  where 
he  remaiutMl  h.r  one  yrar  ,'nnl  a  half,  lie  then 
idled  a  similar  ]>i»>ilion  for  l\\«'  \rar^  and  a  hall 
in  Xewloii  Aca«ieni\.  Pnck>conni\.  I 'rnnsyh  ania. 
\va>  ])rincipal  of  the  j'n>i"«»r«.ra  l-eniale  Seminar). 
Juniata  count;..  Pennsylvania,  u^v  <'n«-  xi-ar,  and 
the  f«»!lnwnig  t\\<i  war-  In-  wa-*  princi])al  <'f  tin- 
^\ V>t  !(r>ey  hii;h  --ch'X'l.  M.inni  II<'11\,  Xrw  Jk'V 
^r\ .  In  lS5').  Proli-s-^'-r  Hind-  acirpled  the  posi 
lion  "f  ].rini;i]»ai  of  die  llunp^t^ad  In^limie.  and 
ri  fe\v  vt-ars  iairr  pnri'lia-rd  the  in<tiinti  .  wliich  hr 
has  since  CMiiilncied  in  hi-  ■  »\\  n  inirn-i.  It  rank- 
among  the  brsi  pri\ai«-  >rli..<'|-  .  .n  Ijmil:  Uland. 
and  i>  nalroni/ed  l)\   th«'  wialilu   ri-iclcnl^  .•!■  tlu 


Mtrroun(Ung  cities:  Professor  Hinds  is  by 
habit  and  experience  well  qualified  as  an  edu 
and  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  profession,  whu 
counts  in  a  measure  lor  the  success  which  h 
tended  his  efforts.  1  'rofessor  Hinds  was  for 
a  Whig,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Repu 
])artv  became  a  meml>er  of  that  b<xly,  to  • 
he  yet  lirmly  adheres. 

On  August  21,  1S49,  Professor  Hindi 
married  at  Pittsford,  New  York,  to  Catherin 
ria.  daughter  oi  Sylvester  Shepherd,  and  tl 
surviving  children  of  this  union  are :  Clara  C 
Ada ;  Arthur,  a  publisher  in  New  York ;  J 
wife  of  Harry  J.  Hayden,  of  Lebanon,  Pei 
vania  ;  Lilly,  wife  of  (ieorgc  B.  Cortelyou, 
tary  to  the  late  President  McKinley,  secret; 
President  ktMisevelt.  and  now  at  the  head  < 
recently  created  I)ei)artnient  of  Commero 
l-abor:  and  Lincoln  S.,  who  in  December, 
liecame  the  assistant  to  his  father  in  the  ma 
ment  t)f  the  Hempstead  Institute,  but  is  no 
ce«'isc"(l.  The  family  are  ;cealous  and  cons 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  ¥ 
stea<l.  LiHiL'   Island. 

(,!•:(  »R(;K  T.  HEWLETT. 

<  leorge  Tuu>  Hewlett,  a  son  of  Georjjc 
imA  bUizabeih  Hewlett  and  grandson  of  '. 
Hanii'i  and  Mary  Molt  Hewlett,  and  of  ( 
an<l  Sarah  Titus  Hewlett,  in  connection  wi 
the  Long  Island  Hewletts  is  a  descendai 
( ieorgi-  and  Mary  P»a\les  Hewlett,  who  sett 
tin-   town   i)\    Hempstead   shortly  after  the 

( ieorge  Titus  Hewlett  was  In^rn  in  th 
honusiiad  at  Kockaway  (now  "Hewletts") 
Island.  November  <),  iSjj.  Mr.  Hewlett  an 
sister  Mrs.  Mary  W'illeis  of  Chicago,  Illinois 
in  lu  r  ninetv-tirst  vear )  are  the  onlv  survivor 
I'amih  of  f(»in'ieen  children,  of  whom  twelve 
t«)  adult  age.  in  1  arlv  bovhrK'nl  he  attendo 
<lisiricl  scho. il  ..f  his  birth  jdace.  aftenvz 
sc]ii>oi  in  Henip.-tead.  When  seventeen  yes 
age  lie  eiitiretl  "Uands  (.^lassical  Acadcm; 
the  lity  '»f  New  York.  After  c(Miipletinj, 
-mdir^  tlure  lir  i«>ok  a  >ii nation  as  clerk  wil 
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uncles.  Oliver  T.  and  Joseph  Hewlett,  old  New 
York  merchants  then  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
<lry-goods  husiness  at  274  Pearl  street. 

In  partnershij)  with  Henjaniin  W.  Tilton  and 
llenjaniin  M.  White,  Mr.  Hewlett  succeeded  to 
ilie  business  of  his  uncles  when  they  retired  in 
J 846.  The  new  firm  removed  their  ])lace  of  busi- 
ness to  34  Liberty  street.  Later  on,  after  the  <iis 
solution  or  this  firm,  Mr.  Hewlett  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  until  his  final  retirement  from 
jiiercantile  life  in  the  spring  of  1865.  He  was 
married  December  8,  1847,  to  Miss  Sarah  Kath- 
orine  \  an  Wyck,  a  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Jane 
Klsworth  Van  Wyck  and  the  adopted  daughter  of 
her  uncle  and  aunt,  Oliver  T.  and  Sarah  V^an 
Wyck  Hewlett,  wdio  had  no  children  of  their  own. 
After  his  retirement  from  business  ho  removed 
i«>  the  old  homestead  at  Rockaway  to  occu]^y  the 
house  in  which  he  was  lx)rn.  the  home  of  his 
father  and  grandfather,  a  portion  of  the  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  originally  ])urchased  June 
:?3.  1749,  surrounding  the  house  of  which  he  had 
l>ccome  possessed. 

Although  in  part  of  Quaker  ancestry  Mr. 
Hewlett  was  brought  up  in  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church.  In  youth  he  attended  'St.  ( icorges" 
church*  Hempstead,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Xew  York  *'St.  Paul's"  church  in  lower  P>road- 
v\ay.  Before  his  removal  from  Xew  York  he 
was  elected  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  churcli.  Rock- 
away,  in  1863,  and  held  this  oftice  until  the  death 
of  his  uncle,  Mr.  Joseph  Hewlett,  in  1875.  when 
\w  was  elected  his  successor  as  a  warden  which 
*MlFice  he  now-  lills.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of 
the  church  April  26,  1870.  and  he  served  in  thai 
capacity  for  twenty-two  years  and  as  su])erin- 
lendent  of  the  Sundav-school  from  1874  to  1882. 

Actively  interested  in  all  church  affairs  he 
was  prominent  in  promoting  the  building  of  die 
present  church  edifice,  erected  :n  1877  and  cr vi- 
scerated May  2,  1878. 

For  many  years  he  was  a  delegate  t(^  the  gen- 
eral convention  of  the  diocese  of  Long  Island. 
serving  on  the  committee  for  the  "incorporation 
of  churches."  He  was  also  active  in  diocesan 
affairs,  and  served  as  ^'treasurer  of    the    Arch- 


deaconry" of  Queens  county,  imtil  impaired  hear- 
ing compelled  his  resignation. 

Fie  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  Henry  Clay. 
His  political  activities  were  first  enlisted  in  the 
memorable  ])residential  compaign  when  he  cast 
his  first  vote  in  the  year  1844.  On  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks  and 
to  the  |)rinciples  of  this  party  he  has  ever  since 
given  his  loyal  adherence,  working  in  season,  and 
out  of  season,  for  the  furtherance  of  such  meas- 
ures as  in  his  belief  were  for  his  coimtry's  best 
interests. 

'i'hough  he  personally  refused  political  prefer- 
ment, iiis  energies  were  ever  directed  toward  se- 
curing the  nomination  of  the  most  efficient  and 
capable  candidates,  and  the  election  of  such  can- 
didates to  serve  m  public  office.  Repeatedly  a 
delegate  to  county  and  state  conventions,  and  in 
1876  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  national  con- 
vention in  Cincinnati,  and  as  secretary  of  the 
'Jueens  county  Republican  central  committee, 
with  activities  as  well  in  local  circles,  Mr.  Hew- 
ktt  has  more  than  fulfilled  his  full  duty  as  an 
American,  citizen. 

C»n  Tanuarv  s»  i86(),  Mr.  Hewlett  was  elected 
one  of  the  three  commissioners  entrusted  with  the 
^tile  of  the  town  j)lain  lands.  As  such  commis- 
-;i<>ner  he  gave  iiis  best  efforts  to  secure  from  the 
-late,  for  the  greater  benefit  of  the  town  of  Hemp- 
stead, changes  and  modifications  in  the  existing 
vnictment  for  the  sale  of  said  lands,  and  finallv 
through  his  ellorts  effecting  the  sale  of  the  lands 
t;>  the  late  Alexander  T.  .Stewart.  Tliey  are  now 
Known  as  the  ( larden  Citv  property. 

Mr.  Hewlett  as  a  farmer  was  n.aturallv  inter- 
<  sted  in  promoting  the  agricultural  interests  of 
i  )ucen.^  couiiiv.  A  lite-lone  member  of  the 
( ^neens  C  Vnintv  A^^ricultural  .Societv  he  in  turn 
>ei  ved  as  director,  vice-j>resident.  and  in  1878  as 
prjsiileni  of  the  society. 

He  served  as  director  of  the  Glen  Cove  Fire 
Insurance  Ct»mpany  froni  t8c)o  to  1893.  He 
filled  many  positions  of  trust  and  served  as  an 
executor  or  administrator  in  the  management  of 
eleven  estates,  having  under  his  care  the  interests 
of  widcnvs  and  orphans,  and  so  administered  on 
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llu'ir  afiairs  aiiu  the  inisls  committed  to  him  that 
not  one  dollar  was  ever  lost  or  unaccounted  for. 
'(  )n  the  8th  of  Decemher,  1897.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hewlett  celebrated  their  i^^olden  wedding.  Their 
marriage  ha^s  been  one  of  unbroktMi  ha])piness. 
'J\>":ether  tliev  have  made  a  home  from  which  ha> 
always  extended  unbounded  hos]Mtality,  and  the 
wire  has  worthily  shared  with  her  husband  in  all 
his  benetlcent  activities,  or  in  the  furtherance  of 
every  enter])risc  for  the  benefit  of  humanity. 

( )f  ( leori^c  *  r.  HLwlett  no  word  of  ])raise  ncud 
be  saicl.  11  is  ^V()rk^  and  the  ap])robalion  of  his 
townsmen  speak  lor  him.  l)ev(»tin.ii'  the  be^t 
years  of  his  active  life  to  the  interest  of  his  church, 
his  country,  and  his  surroundiujLrs — no  burden 
avoided — no  care  passed  by,  that  would  aid 
friend,  neij^ihbor  or  stranger;  a  friend  to  the 
widow  and  to  the  or))han  :  rej^ardless  of  color,  or 
station,  and  the  life  work  of  this  man  is  told. 

As  a  summary  of  his  life,  and  an  incentive  for 
generations  yet  to  come  there  should  be  carved 
deei>  in  enduring  granite,  these  words 

"He  lived  for  others." 

(;b:(M<(iI-.    A.  JJALDWIX. 

( leorge  A.  lUildwin,  ])ostmaster  of  I'VeejHjrl, 
Long  Island,  was  born  <  k'tober  20,  i8^)h,  at  I'ald- 
win,  Lv)ng  Island,  ilu-  son  of  Jesse  and  .Mary  1*-. 
Baldwin.  Jesse  i»aldwin  was  born  .  at  lleni])- 
steatl.  Long  Island.  April  S.  iSj^.  the  s<>n  <»f 
Thomas  and  Sarah  IJaldwin.  and  after  complet- 
ing a  common  school  education  he  devoted  his  at- 
tenticni  to  agricultural  pursuit^,  lie  was  united 
in  marriage  io  Mary  ]-..  liedell,  who  was  born  (  )c- 
tober  17,  'SjS,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Tlioebe 
r»edell,  of  lialdwin.  L«»ng  Island. 

(  ieorgc  .\.  lialdwin  ol)iaine<l  a  practical  e'ln- 
cation  in  the  CMmnion  schools  of  bis  birth  place 
aiid  bei^an  lii^  bii^iiK-s-.  caret'r  by  acce])ting  a  clerk- 
^hi])  ill  a  L;r"Crr\  ^i.tre  at  lialdwin,  where  lu-  r«.- 
niai'M'd  frMin  iSSi  i<i  iSS(nn  the  faillifnl  <li>cli:irL:(' 
f)\  hi-  <lniir-.  Ml-  \\;i->  iheii  ai)])t  >iiiiril  as^i^lani 
i)«  >>i'nj|vu-]'  al  lrrrp«>i-|.  which  pusiiifin  ji,-  Y^. 
lained  fd"  i^nw  v^.m'-  an*]  al  ihe  rxpirat  i«  >ii  i»f  ilii^ 
])«ri«M)  »sial)!i^li<  ('  a  L',r''t«r\  bii^iiu-sv  in  ilu  i<'\\'i 
i;t  I  n-v';)' tri .  wJi'tli  'i,  -v!;r«-«-vsni]l\  c< 'Dtliui  nl  \\]> 
t''lh<-  \ra.r   |S«i<).      hi    larna!'\.   h^i);).  lie  wa-a^iaM: 


ap|)()inted  assi.^tant  postmaster  at  hVeeport  under 
Ivobert  (i.  Anderson,  in  which  cai)acity  he  is  serv- 
ing at  the  present  time.  He  was  also  chosen  to 
lill  the  Ciftice  of  treasurer  of  the  village  of  Freeporv 
in  .March,  it^^i.  and  by  faithfully  and  conscien- 
tiously i)erforming  the  duties  devolving  upon  him 
h  •  w  as  re-elected  the  following  year,  and  he  in- 
still the  incumbent  of  the  office.  Mr.  Haldwin  is  a 
member  (^f  h>eei)ort  Lodge  No.  (ioo,  L  ().  C).  F., 
of  which  organization  he  has  been  the  financial 
secretary  since  7  8o<»,  being  elected  each  succeed- 
ing \ear:  a  member  of  Freeix>rt  Council  Xo.  57. 
J.  ().  of  I'.  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  for 
five  years  and  is  now  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
trustee ;  a  member  of  bVaternal  Council  No.  196-?. 
Royal  .\rcanum,  of  which  he  is  treasurer;  he  is 
a  member  of  b'ree|KM't  Club,  and  in  1900  he  \\'<i< 
ap])ointed  collector  i>f  the  club,  which  position  he 
has  retained  iij)  to  the  ])resent  time. 

l-RIH)    LN-iiRAHAM. 

I'Ved  Ingraham,  who.se  fine  talents  as  a  lawyer 
have  been  usefully  employed,  not  only  in  personal 
])ractice,  but  in  oflicial  relations  with  important  in- 
terests of  Long  Island,  and  particularly  of  Nassau 
count)-,  is  a  member  of  a  family  disiin^iished  in 
the  legal  annals  of  those  portions  of  New  York. 
His  fc'ither.  Richard  Ingraham,  who  recently  re- 
tired from  ])ractice,  was  for  more  than  half  a  cent- 
iir\-  one  of  the  nK)St  distiuiruished  lawvers  of 
Brooklyn,  and  rendered  |)articidarly  useful  service 
in  the  organization  of  its  city  government,  and  in 
die  ou^nini:  of  park^  and  streets.  Two  brother.- 
of  Richard  Ingraham  attained  distinction  in  the 
^anie  profession.  William  .M.  Ingraham  and  Henr\ 
< ".  .M.  Ingraham.  and  are  yet  engaged  in  practice. 

l-red  iiiLirahani  was  born  fulv  i(>.  i^^y,  at 
llem])stead,  1  .oiiji  Island.  His  literary  education 
wa^  acrpiired  at  the  W'esleyan  L'niversity.  Middli- 
;own,  (onnetMicut,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
ill  iS7>\  having  iu^t  attained  his  majorii\.  lie 
-liidied  law  under  the  tutorship  of  lliiisdale  \ 
Spragne.  lawvers  of  much  abilitx.  then  counsel  fov 
;br  LiiiiL:  Island  Railroad  (  ompany.  and  was  a«i- 
iniUr<l  1"  ilir  bar  ill  I SS( ).  |-'or  three  \<.ars  he  wa^ 
a--< 'cia'cil  ill  j)ractice  with  his  i)ri  Cv]>t<»rs.  and 
'lien  opened  an  "ttlee  for  ilu'  ])erst«na^  practice-  :ii 
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which  he  has  since  been  enofag^ed.  l^^>llo\ving  the 
jijeneral  Hnes  of  his  prefession,  he  has  made  for 
himself  an  enviable  reputation  for  ability,  perse- 
verance and  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  trusts  com- 
mitted to  him,  and  he  enjoys  the  patronage  and 
unstinted  confidence  of  an  unusually  large  clien- 
tele. He  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Queens 
coimty.  and  it  was  largely  through  his  cflforts 
that  the  new  county  c^f  Xassau  was  or- 
f^anized.  Since  that  time  he  has  held 
the  position  of  counsel  to  the  lx)ard  of  su- 
jH»rvisors,  and  in  that  capacity  has  rendered  ini- 
j»ortant  service  to  the  peoj>le  of  the  new  county  in 
the  apportionment  of  the  Ixjuding  debt,  the  divis- 
ion of  the  personal  ]iroperty  and  arrears  of  taxes, 
and  in  establishing  the  new  cjovenimeiit  efficiently 
and  economically*  For  some  years  he  occupied 
tlic  position  of  coinisel  to  the  village  of  Hemp- 
stead, and  has  frequently  acted  as  attorney  and 
counsel  for  the  town  of  Hemj)stoa<l  in 
scjine  of  it-;  most  important  litigations.  ])ar- 
ticularly  those  involving  title  to  its  lands. 
He  recently  successfully  defended  an  action 
brought  by  one  Sandifc^rd  to  have  all  the  mead- 
r>w  and  beach  lands  of  the  town  adjudged  his  pri- 
\  ate  property.  Tlie  action  was  tried  l)efore  Hon. 
V.  harles  F.  Brown,  formerly  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals, as  referee,  who  decided  in  favor  of  the  town, 
holding  that  the  lands  in  dispute  were  the  com- 
niifli  property  of  the  town.  The  '^uit  involved  the 
title  to  the  whole  of  Long  l>each  a^  well  as  a  large 
amount  of  property  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Tngraham  affiliates  with  the  Rej)ublican 
party,  and  is  recognized  as  a  .sagacious  and  influ- 
ontial  exiK)nent  of  its  principles  and  policies.  He 
is  a  director  in  the  New  York  and  Manhattan 
r.each  Railway  Company  and  in  the  I'irst  Na- 
tional J  lank  of  Hempstead.  He  belongs  to  various 
vachtinor  and  social  clubs.  Mr.  Ingraham  mar- 
ried.  May  14,  1884,  Gertrude  J.,  daughter  of  R.  1>. 
Leverich,  a  descendant  of  the  Leverich  family  of 
Xewtow^n,  which  has  contributed  so  many  useful 
members  to  the  commercial  and  social  life  of  T^ong 
Island  through  many  generations.  Two  children 
were  ijorn  of  this=  marriage,  Richard,  now  seven- 
teen years  old,  and  l-'red,  who  has  now  reached  the 

ajgie  of  eight  years. 
12 


HFRMANX    H.  CAMMANN. 

Hermann  H.  Cammann  was  bom  in  New  York 
city  in  1845.  He  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Ger- 
many. His  paternal  grandfather,  C.  L.  Cammann, 
was  a  merchant,  but  his  son,  George  P.  Cammann, 
entered  professional  life.  He  pursued  his  educa- 
tion in  Columbia  College,  of  which  he  was  a  grad- 
uate, and  after  becotning  identified  with  the  medi- 
cal fraternity  made  a  sj)ecialty  of  the  treatment  of 
diseases  of  die  heart  and  lungs,  becoming  one  of 
the  most  di.stinguished  representatives  of  that  de- 
partment of  the  medical  science.  He  carried  on 
his  investigation  and  research  along  original  lines 
and  made  manv  valuable  discoveries  which  have 
been  of  marked  benefit  in  the  alleviation  of  human 
sulYering.  He  was  very  prominent  in  New  York 
city,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1863.  ^'^  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catharine  A.  Loril- 
lard,  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Lorillard.  Mrs. 
('amm«inn  (lied  in  1896,  and  three  of  her  seven 
children  are  yet  living. 

H.  H.  Cammann  acquired  a  classical  educa- 
tion and  entered  u])on  his  business  career  by  deal- 
ing in  real  estate.  I'or  some  time  he  has  been  the 
comptroller  of  the  immense  property  of  Trinity 
church.  New  York,  valued  at  manv  millions.  His 
real  estate  dealings  have  involved  vast  sums  of 
money  and  in  this  way  he  has  Ixjen  connected  with 
some  of  the  most  imj)ortant  realty  transfers  that 
have  found  their  way  u])on  the  records  in  recent 
years.  He  is  vice  j)resident  of  the  Real  Estate 
Trust  Company  and  a  trustee  of  variolis  corpora- 
tions. For  two  terms  he  was  ])resident  of  the 
Xew  ^\>rk  Real  Fstate  Fxchange,  a  position 
which  indicates  the  eminent  position  which  he  cx:- 
eupies  in  real  estate  circles.  He  has  a  wide  ac- 
quaintance among  the  capitali.sts  of  the  city  and 
few  men  have  a  uKjre  accurate  or  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  pr()j)erty  and  their  values  in  the 
metro])t)lis  than  Mr.  Canmiann. 

To  a  man  of  wule  ac(|uaintance  and  ])ublic 
])ublic  spirit  like  Mr.  Cammann  separation  from 
affairs  concerning  the  public  welfare  and  progress 
would  be  'Im|X)Ssible.  His  aclvice.  sound  judgment 
and  activity  are  important  elements  in  the  suc- 
cc'^s^ul  control  of  many  matters  of  public  conceni. 
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He  is  a  trustee  of  Columbia  College  and  one  of  the 
governors  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  also  pres- 
ident of  the  Home  for  Old  Men  and  Aged 
Couples.  He  is  comj^troUer  of  the  corporation  and 
vestryman  of  Trinity  church  and  is  warden  of  the 
church  of  the  Redeemer  of  New  York  city.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Cathederal  Chapter  of  Garden 
City,  Long  Island,  and  in  organizations  merely 
of  a  social  character  we  find  his  name  on  the  mem- 
bership rolls  of  the  City  Club  and  the  Down  Town 
Association,  both  of  New  York. 

in  1873  Mr.  Cammann  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ella  C.  Crary.  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Crary,  of  New  York,  and  they  became  the  ])arents 
of  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  living:  Ed- 
ward C,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  busi- 
ness, and  H.  Schu\ler.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs. 
Cammann  is  deeply  interested  in  many  benevolent 
movements,  including  St.  Mary's  Free  Hospital 
for  Women  in  New  York  city.  Their  beautiful 
summer  home  at  Merrick  was  erected  in  1885  and 
since  that  time  Mr.  Cammann  has  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  Long  Island,  esj)ecially  in 
Nassau  county.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  ap- 
pearance and  most  engaging  maimers  and  added 
to  a  nature  of  great  breadth  and  sterling  charac- 
teristics are  the  culture  and  refinement  of  a  class- 
ical education,  while  study  of  the  social,  intclkr- 
tual  and  moral  conditions  of  the  country  has  made 
him  generous  and  active  in  supj)ort  of  all  move- 
ments toward  projCfress  and  improvonKMit  along 
those  lines. 

OLIX'ER  D.VVISON. 

(  )liver  Davison,  one  of  the  most  highly  c->- 
teemeil  residents  of  East  Rockaway.  was  born 
near  Rockaway,  at  what  is  now  called  East  Rock- 
.iway,  July  25,  1830.  his  parents  being  Alexander 
and  Amelia  (Denton)  Davison.  At  a  very  early 
age  he  entered  the  district  schools  near  his  home 
and  his  educational  course  was  followed  by  busi- 
ness training  in  the  office  and  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  who  owned  and  oj)erated  a  mill  and 
Unnber  yard.  He  became  familiar  with  the  busi- 
ness in  all  its  various  departments  and  was  thus 
well  (jualified  to  assume  an  important  part  in  the 


management  of  the  enterprise  upon  his  father*: 
death.     For  about    eighteen    months    the    thrc( 


brothers,'  ( )hver,  Charles  and  Alexander,  undcan 
the  firm  name  of  O.  Davison  &  Brothers,  con- 
ducted the  business,  and  on  the  expiration  of  tha*^ 
period  Oliver  and  Charles  purchased  Alexander*:^ 
interest,  their  business  relationship  being  main    j 
tained  under  the  firm  style  of  O.  &  C.  DavisoiH 
until  1882,  when  the  senior  partner  sold  his  it^ 
terest  to  Charles.    Since  that  date  our  subject  ha.  s 
lived  comparatively  a  retired  life,  though  devot- 
ing a  part  of  his  time  to  real-estate  interests.  Hie 
owns  and  controls  some  valuable  property  and 
receives  therefrom  a  desirable  income. 

The  home  relations  of  Mr.  Davison  have  al- 
ways been  very  pleasant.  He  was  married  on 
the  9th  of  December,  1855,  to  Sarah  Simonson, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Susan  (Eldert) 
Simon  son.  Seven  children  have  been  bom  of 
their  union:  Amelia,  born  November  6,  1856: 
Edward  S.,  who  was  born  January  4,  1859,  and 
died  August  6,  1861 ;  Frank,  who  was  born  July 
4,  1862,  and  married  Nellie,  a  daughter  of  George 
Mott,  by  whom  he  has  four  children;  Susan  J., 
born  September  16,  1865:  Oliver  S.,  boni  No- 
vember ^.  i86<S.  and  married  Miss  Cornell,  bv 
whom  lie  has  foui  children ;  and  Irene,  bom  No- 
vember 21,  187 1.  The  wife  and  mother  passed 
nway  January  5,  1895,  ^^^^  ^^^^  being  deeply 
mourned  by  her  family  and  by  their  large  circle 
of  friends.  For  four  years  Mr.  Davison  has  been 
a  member  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of 
Hempstead.  While  in  former  years  his  time  was 
largely  devoted  tc^  business  affairs  he  always 
found  oj)port unity  to  co-operate  in  every  move- 
ment or  measure  calculated  to  prove  of  1>enefit  to 
the  community,  and  his  labors  have  l>een  of  ma- 
terial assistance  in  advancing  the  general  welfare. 

The  founder  of  the  family  in  America  was 
Koberi  DavixMi,  who  came  here  about  1770  and 
after  serving  in  the  Revolution  settleil  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rockville  Center  and  East  Rock- 
iway.  Ho  married  Nancy  De  Mott  and  had  the 
following  children  :  fhomas,  who  married  Fanny 
X'alentine:  Annie,  who  married  Henry  Pearsall : 
Robert,  who  married  Annie  liedell ;  Anthony, 
who  married  l^'annv  IVarsall :  David,  who  married 
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arsall;  Alexander,  who  married  Amelia 
father  of  our  subject ;  Phebe,  who  mar- 
t  Bedell.      ' 

nder,  the  father,  had  six  children: 
married  Samuel  Rhame;  Susan  mar- 
iton  F.  Combes;  Caroline  married 
V  Pettit :  Oliver,  our  subject ;  Oiarles 
Mary  Almy  Wright;  Alexander  mar- 
y  A.  Horton. 

KNJAMIN   WHITE   CRAFT. 

imin  W.  Craft,  a  leading  representative 
dustrial  and  political  interests  of  Glen- 
ig  Island,  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest 
)f  this  section.  Thomas  Thornecraft,  the 
:)f  the  family,  died  prior  to  1690,  and  his 
liam  Thornecraft,  was  the  first  of  the 
settle  at  Mosquito  Cove.  His  son  William 
-aft  married  Mary  Coles,  and  at  the  time 
"th  of  their  son  Thomas  the  familv  name 
iged ;  the  branch  of  the  family  of  whom 
1  W.  Craft  is  a  descendant  took  the  name 

while  another  branch  took  the  name  of 

Thomas  Craft  was  the  father  of  Wright 
d  he  in  turn  was  the  father  of  Simon  and 
vho  located  on  the  property  now  owned 
min  W.  Craft. 

n  Craft,  father  of  Benjamin  W.  Craft,  in 
:tcd  the  house  which  is  still  standing,  and 
I  his  son  in  1876  made  some  important 
IS  and  additions.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
r,  <;terling  integrity  and  broad  public 
id  his  course  was  characterized  by  strict 
:c  to  duty  and  right.    He  was  one  of  the 

of  the  Glencove  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 

which  he  was  a  director  up  to  the  time  of 

Lse,  which  occurred  in  1865  '  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

Their  children  were:     Milton  O.  died 

Benjamin  White :  Emma  E.,  deceased, 

wife  of  Harvev  C.  Coles,  of  Glencove : 

ah.  single,  a  resident    of    Seacliflf,  T^ong 

amin  W.  Craft  was  born  July  13,  183T, 
ove.  Ix)ng  Island,  on  the  old  homestead, 
:  that  time  consisted  of  only  thirty  acres 
id,  but  his  father  and  Uncle  Oliver  added 


to  it  from  time  to  time  and  also  acquired  land  in 
other  sections  of  the  Island.  The  farm  now  con- 
sists of  one  hundred  acres,  on  which  Mr.  Craft  is 
engaged  in  raising  horses  and  conducting  a  board- 
ing stable  for  horses  from  the  city ;  he  is  a  lover 
of  good  horses  and  has  devoted  much  time  and 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  In  busi- 
ness, social  and  political  life  he  has  always  main- 
tained a  character  and  standing  that  have  im- 
pressed all  with  his  manly  and  sincere  motives  to 
advance  the  welfare  of  the  village.  Politically  he 
is  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  being 
chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  commisioner  of  high- 
ways, and  assessor  and  collector  of  the  town. 

In  i860  Wx.  Oaft  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Martha  Bull,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Bull,  of 
Hamptonburg,  Orange  county,  New  York,  and 
the  following  named  children  were  born  to  them: 
Anna  W. ;  John  T.,  deceased  ;  Jennie  B.,  deceased ; 
Edward  F..,  who  married  Evelyn  T.  Weeks,  and 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  near  the  old 
home :  Fred  W.,  deceased :  Harvey  C.  and  Laura 
F.  Craft,  both  residing  on  the  old  homestead. 

GEORGE   A.  THAYER. 

George  A.  Thayer,  one  of  tfie  representative 
business  men  of  Brooklyn  during  a  long  and  act- 
ive career,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  born 
in  1821.  He  acquired  an  excellent  education,  and 
came  to  Brooklyn  when  a  young  man,  well  equip- 
ped for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  He  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  linseed  oil,  beginning  in  a  smalF 
way.  The  firm  name  was  Campbell  &  Thayer, 
and  the  plant  was  in  Brooklyn,  and  the  New  York 
oilfice  at  80  Maiden  Lane.  He  was  remarkably  in- 
dustrious,  and  his  close  application  to  business 
and  his  intimate  knowledge  of  every  practical  de- 
tail of  manufacturing  operations  met  with  its  de- 
served reward,  and  his  establishment  came  to  be 
recognized  as  one  of  the  largest  of  its  class.  The 
mills  WQXQ  of  great  cajiacity.  and  their  product 
was  known  in  every  market  open  to  the  trade. 
This  industry  engaged  his  personal  attention  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  1895.  louring  this 
long  period  his  conduct  was  such  as  was  well  be- 
coming the  model  citizen  and  Christian  gentle- 
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man.  In  his  dealings  with  the  trade  he  was  strict- 
ly upright,  and  he  was  considerate  and  generous 
in  his  relations  with  his  many  employes. 

For  thirty-five  years  Mr.  Thayer  was  asso- 
ciated with  the  Church  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  it  was 
his  constant  thought  to  increase  its  sphere  of  use- 
fulness, and  to  aid  with  his  efforts  and  means 
every  measure  looking  to  that  end.  He  enjoyed 
the  intimate  personal  friendship  of  the  eminent 
pastor,  th^  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs,  who  regarded  him 
with  peculiar  affection  and  confidence.  He  was  a 
member  of  many  of  the  most  useful  literary,  benev- 
olent and  social  clubs  of  Brooklyn,  and  in  all  these 
he  was  esteemed  for  his  deep  interest  and  hearty 
co-operation  in  all  undertakings  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  interests  of  the  community,  and  for  his 
generous  but  modest  benefactions  to  religious,  ed- 
ucational and  charitable  causes.  Mr.  Thaver  was 
domestic  in  his  tastes,  and  maintained  an  elegant 
home  at  103  I^ierrepont  street,  Brooklyn,  and  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  summer  residences  on  Long 
Island,  at  Roslyn,  in  Nassau  county,  which  he  pur- 
chased sc>me  fifteen  years  prior  to  his  death. 

I'lDWARl)    L.  FROST. 

Edward  L.  I"r(#st,  a  bright  young  lawyer  whose 
practice  is  wide  spread  throughout  Queens  and 
Nassau  counties,  and  more  ]:)articularly  cenlercd 
in  Jamaica  and  I'loral  Park,  the  latter  being  his 
j)lacc  of  residence,  was  Ix^rn  at  ( ilencovc,  ( )ct()lxT 
4,  1X59,  the  son  of  Marshall  S.  I^>ost  and  Cornelia 
(Valentine)  l**rost.  His  early  education  was  ac- 
(juired  in  the  local  public  institutions,  being  later 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  the  New  York  L'ni- 
versity,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  year 
i88r.  In  1883  ho  matriculated  at  the  Columbia 
(\>llege  Law  School,  from  which  he  passed  to 
begin  ])ractice  in  New  ^ Ork  city  and  (Jucens 
count V.  As  a  menibcT  of  the  firm  of  Wvckott. 
Stateus  &  I'Yost,  in  which  he  has  ha<l  an  interest 
for  upwards  of  ihree  years,  Mr.  h'rost  lias  Ix^en  re- 
markably successful :  the  firm  does  a  large  and  ex- 
tensive business,  every  detail  of  which  is  carried 
on  with  almost  mechanical  ])recisi<)n  in  their  well 
regulated  oftices.  Mr.  l'Vo<t  was  <>ne  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Nassau  C'ountx    liank  and  a  director 


and  member  of  the  executive  committee,  an 
also  a  trustee  of  the  Roslyn  Savings  Bank. 
Mr.  Frost  is  a  Republican  in  his  p 
views,  and  while  never  having  sought  fav« 
politician  takes  a  deep  interest  in  party 
He  is  an  active  and  energetic  worker  in  t 
formed  church  of  Hyde  Park,  in  which  h< 
the  ])osition  of  deacon,  and  is  also  superint 
'"^i  the  .Sunday  school.  Socially  he  is  a  mer 
the  Roval  Arcanum,  in  which  he  takes  a  H^ 
terest.  On  October  21,  1885,  Mr.  Frc 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Aletta  M.  Fn 
daughter  of  Thomas  H.  Fredricks,  of  ^ 
The  Fredricks  family  traces  a  long  line  of 
tors  through  the  varying  history  of  Long 
on  which  they  have  been  prominent  and  ex 
property  holders  for  generations.  Four  c 
have  Ixen  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  a 
living:  Herbert  E.,  Roswell  W.  and  Edv 
Frost. 

AVILLIAM    H.  HOAG,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  11.  Hoag,  of  Manhasset, 
county,  enjoys  distinction  through  his  ho 
ancestry,  his  own  patriotic  services  duri 
(_'ivil  war  and  his  high  capabihties  and  use 
in  his  ]irofessi(Mi.  His  paternal  ancestor 
of  an  old  and  ])rominent  family  of  Rei 
Cv)unty,  New  ^  ork.  His  great-gran 
served  in  the  j)atri()t  army  dunng  the  Rev( 
ary  war,  and  was  commissary  general  of  ( 
Schuyler's  army  at  Saratoga.  His  father, 
I'\  M()ag.  was  a  wealthy  business  man  of  .^ 
lad\.  and  operated  a  large  iron  foundry 
which,  among  other  important  contracts,  w 
ducrd  niachinerv  for  monitors  duriuir  tli 
war:  he  w^«s  mayor  of  Schenectady,  and  v 
the  organizer  of  the  first  high  school 
city,  in  wliieli  were  taught  three  thousand 
under  one  roof.  C'as])er  V.  Hoag  marric 
Annie  Chue,  (tf  Holland  Dutch  ancestry. 
.'Hiceslors  for  sexeral  generations  had  bei 
(lent^  of  SelKnectads.  lie  died  in  1SS7.  a*: 
uu\ -liL^^lil  sears,  and  his  wife  died  at  the 
^ixl\-five  \ears.  I  hey  were  the  ])arents  < 
children,  ot  whom  six  are  living,  two  beinj; 
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-•^iaiis,  William  H.  and  Pierre  C.  Hoaj^,  lK)th  of 
^ianhasset. 

VVilliani  H.  Hoag^,  of  the  latter  named  family. 
^\'as  bom  January  i6,  1840,  in  Schenectady,  where 
le  received  an  excellent  academical  education, 
lavinc:  ^^  associates  President  Arthur  and  other 
-men  who  became  noted  in  various  walks  of  life. 
p"\^hen  less  than  twenty  years  of  a^e  he  began  read- 
i  -M^g  medicine  with  Dr.  Alexander  X'edder,  a  very 
.^r-spable  physician  of  his  native  town,  imder  whose 
■t:^«-itorship  he  remained  for  three  years,  during  the 
-e^^^me  time  taking  courses  in  the  Albany  Medical 
'ollege  and  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
is.  New  York  city.  IJefore  the  time  for  his 
irlnation  had  arrived  the  Civil  war  l)roke  out. 
id  his  patriotic  spirit  led  him  to  enter  the  serv- 
ices of  his  country.  He  successfully  passed  ex- 
amination before  the  state  l)oard  of  regents  and 
i^r^s  commissioned  assistant  surgeon  of  the  One 
HTundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Regiment.  New  ^'ork 
Infantry  Volunteers.  The  greater  part  of  his 
^^rvice  during  his  term  of  three  years  was  with 
tHe  "Eleventh  Corps,  commanded  successively  by 
^^^rierals  Banks  and  Hooker.  Participating  in  all 
tHe^  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  ]\itomac  dur- 
^^^^  that  long  and  dreadful  period,  he  was  priv- 
^■^35red  to  treat  a  vast  number  of  sufferers  from 
^^^^Unds  and  from  disease,  and  to  alleviate  their 
^^^*^t.*rings.  He  returned  from  the  war  a  major 
:eon,  havmg  been  promoted  to  that  rank.    The 


y^^i-iable  exijcrience  derived  from  his  arm}  serv- 
^^^  liad  afforded  him  a  degree  of  ])ractical  knowl- 
^^Ro  that  could  not  be  derived  from  schools,  and 
^'^^h  this  preparation  he  was  enabled  to  s(x>n  com- 
Piete  the  course  in  the  college  which  he  had  left 
three  years  before,  and  he  received  his  diploma  in 
^^5.     He  at  once  l)ecame  associated  in  practice 
^'v^th  his  former  preceptor.  Dr.  X'edder.  of  Sche- 
^w:tady,  and  took  charge  of  the  business  while 
the  latter  was  absent  on  a  protracted  vacation.    Dr. 
Hoajr  at  a  later  time  served  Dr.  ^F.  R.  X'edder's 
patients  at  Flushing,  while  the  Doctor  was  absent 
in  Europe  for  several  months.    In  1867  Dr.  Hoag 
located  in  Manhasset,  Nassau  county,  and  from 
that  time  he  has  devoted  himself  to  his  ])rofession 
30  assiduously  as  to  win  and  maintain  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  communitv.     While  en- 


fjfaged  in  general  practice,  he  performs  a  large 
share  of  surgery,  a  de])artment  of  his  profession 
for  which  he  possesses  unusual  ability  and  apti- 
tude. 

Dr.  Hoag  is  active  in  support  of  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  community,  more  particularly  in  ed- 
ucational concerns,  and  he  has  rendered  efficient 
service  as  school  trustee.  His  political  affiliations 
are  with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he  ren- 
ders loyal  and  active  support.  In  1871  he  married 
Miss  Sarah  K.  Post,  a  member  of  a  prominent 
family  of  Passaic.  New  Jersey,  and  a  daughter  of 
Major  John  Post.  Two  children  have  been  bom 
of  this  union.  Percy  L.  and  (irace  M.  Hoag. 

lAMES    L.  LONG. 

James  L.  Long  is  the  clerk  of  the  town  of 
( )ystcr  P»ay.  Long  Island,  where  he  was  bom  No- 
vember 22,  i8fx;,  the  son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth 
(Egan)  Long,  both  of  whom  w^ere  natives  of  Ire- 
land. Mr.  Francis  Long  took  up  his  residence  in 
Oyster  Bay  in  1850,  engaged  in  the  blacksmith 
trade,  and  a  large  measure  of  success  attended  his 
indefatigable  and  well  directed  efforts.  He  re- 
mained a  resident  of  the  town  up  to  the  time  of 
his  decease,  which  occurred  January  1,  1893,  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  who  passed  away  January 
I.  1903.  Their  children  were:  Frank,  deceased: 
Marv,  wife  of  Sargent  Poland,  a  member  of  the 
Seventh-first  Regiment,  United  States  Militia; 
and  James  L.  Long. 

James  L.  Long  acquired  his  preliminary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Oyster  Bay.  and 
TJiis  was  supplemented  by  a  course  of  study  at 
[Manhattan  College.  New  York  city,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1892.  He  then  entered  the 
law  firm  of  Judge  Ale  Adam,  of  New  York,  where 
he  pursued  the  usual  course  of  a  student,  and  in 
1897  was  elected  to  the  clerkship  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  is  careful  and  methodical,  and 
duties  entrusted  to  his  care  have  been  discharged 
*vith  the  utmost  promptness  and  fidelity,  so  that 
his  fellow  citizens  recognizing  his  worth  and  abil- 
ilv  have  retained  him  as  the  incumbent  of  the 
office  u|)  to  the  present  time.  He  is  one  of  the 
]K)pular,  energetic  and  enterprising  young  men  of 
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the  village,  and  his  extreme  popularity  in  the 
community  is  but  a  natural  sequence.  He  is  an 
honored  member  and  serves  in  the  capacity  of 
regent  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  of  Oyster  Bay,  and 
a  member  of  the  Arbutus  Council  No.  1362.  In 
politics  he  is  a  firm  supporter  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures advocated  by  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  re- 
ligion he  is  an  earnest  and  devout  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church. 

WILLIAM    MOTT. 

1  here  is  particular  satisfaction  in  reverting  to 
the  life  history  of  the  honored  and  venerable  gen- 
tleman whose  name  initiates  this  review,  since  his 
mind  bears  impress  of  the  early  historical  annals 
of  this  section  of  the  country.    His  record  is  that 
of  a  conscientious  man,  who  by  his  upright  life 
has  won  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
come  in  contact.    Air.  Mott  was  born  on  the  21st 
of  November,  1808,  in  the  village  of  Far  Rocka- 
way,  where  he  now  resides,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
Mott,  also  a  native  of  Long  Island.    His  grandfa- 
ther>  Jacob  Mott.  was  born  in  England  and  was  the 
first  of  the  family  to  come  to  the  new  world.    For 
many  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  when 
that  was  one  of  the  most  important  of  local  offices. 
John  Mott  engaged  in  farming  and  during  tho 
Revolutionary  war    also   conducted    a    stc^re  two 
miles  from  the  present  village  of  Far  Rockaway. 
dealing  principally  with  the  soldiers.    That  enter- 
prise proved  a  very  profitable  one  and  he  was  al)lc 
to  purchase  large  tracts  of  land  when  most  of  liis 
neighl)ors  were  poor.     He  became  the  owner  (^f 
twelve  hundred  arres,  and  was  one  of  the  wealth- 
iest and  most  influential  men  of  his  comniunity. 
He  possessed    exceptional    business    ability,    was 
sagacious  and  tar-sighted,  and  generally  carried 
forward   to   successful   completion    whatever   he 
undert<)ok.     Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  aiul  died  in  that  faith  in  1S20. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  Nichols 
and     was   a    daughter     of     William    Xichols    of 
Hempstead.  I  ong  Island.     In  their  famil\-  were 
five  children,  of  whom  two  are  still  living,  these 
being  AX'illian*.  of  this  review,  and  ilenjaniin   W., 
also  a  resident  of  V;\r  Rockawav. 


During  his  boyhood  and  youth  William  Mott 
attended  the  district  schools  near  his  home  and  ac- 
quired a  good  practical  education  which  well  fitted 
him  for  life's  responsible  duties.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ann 
Hullett,  a  daughter  of  William  Hullett  of  Far 
Rockaway,  and  to  them  were  born  twelve  chil- 
dren, but  only  two  survive :  William,  a  resident 
of  Far  Rockaway;  and  John.  The  wife  and 
mother  was  called  to  her  final  rest  about  1872. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Mott  commence<I 
farming  near  Far  Rockaway,  and  continued  to 
follow  that  pursuit  until  his  retirement  from  active 
labor,  when  he  sold  his  land  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  village  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  to- 
day the  oldest  man  in  his  section  of  the  country, 
and  can  relate  many  interesting  incidents  of  his 
early  boyhood.  Once  when  attending  church  with 
his  mother  they  were  greatly  frightened  by  seeing 
Ikitish  soldiers  approach,  this  being  at  a 
time  when  the  two  countries  were  again  at 
war  in  the  year  181 2.  There  is  an  old  age 
that  comes  as  a  benediction  to  all  that  come 
in  contact  with  it,  that  gives  out  its  rich- 
est stores  of  learning  and  experience,  and  grows 
stronger  intellectually  and  spiritually  as  the  years 
pass.  Such  has  been  the  life  of  Mr.  Mott,  an  en- 
couragement to  his  associates  and  an  example  well 
n'orthy  of  emulation  to  the  young. 

VALENTINE    WILLIS. 

Valentine  Willis,  whose  life  was  industriously 
and  usefully  passed  near  East  Williston,  which 
takes  its  name  from  that  of  his  familv,  was  identi- 
tied  with  the  history  of  that  portion  of  Nassau 
county  in  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  splendidly  de- 
veloped agricultural  region  and  an  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive conununity.  His  death  closes  the  record 
of  an  active  and  honoral)le  career,  and  practically 
marks  the  disappearance  of  an  older  generation 
of  which  he  was  a  typical  rei)resentative. 

His  father,  Sanuiel  Willis,  a  native  of  (  hieens 
connty.  Long  Island,  was  a  man  of  high  character, 
'jind  a  large  land-owner,  possessing  abi^ut  four 
hundred  acres,  which  he  cultivated  until  his  death 
in    i8,Si.     r»y  his  marriage  with   Mary   Denton,, 
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daughter  of  Joseph  Denton,  lie  became  the  father 
of  eleven  children,  who  were  given  careful  rearing, 
came  to  maturitv,  and  found  useful  establishment 
in  hfe.    William,  the  eldest,  made  his  home  on  a 
portion  of  the  paternal  estate,  upon  which  his  son 
has  resided  since  his  death.    Elizabeth,  since  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  Stephen  Eowne,  a  farmer 
and  miller  of  Flushing;  Mary,  deceased,  married 
Stephen    Cornell,  a    contractor    and    builder    oi 
Brooklyn  ;  Jane  became  the  wife  of  Edwin  Van  dc 
Water,  of  Jlrooklyn,  and  is  yet  living  at  the  ri]ie 
old  age  of  eighty-six  years :  Valentine  is  deceased  : 
Samuel,  deceased,  followed  farming  nenr  the  old 
homestead  until  his  death ;  Phoebe,  deceased,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Thomas  Valentine,  a  farmer  near 
Mineola:  Charles  C.  was  a  farmer  near  East  Wil- 
liston  and  died  some  years  ago ;  Joseph  I),  was  a 
"hardware  merchant,  who  recently  conmiittcd  his 
"business  to  his  sons,  and  is  now  living  in  pleasant 
xetirement  in  Brooklyn;  John  H.,  who  died  four 
;years  ago,  was  a  farmer  near  the  family  home- 
stead;   and    Emily  A.,  deceased,  married    Luke 
Tleet,  of  the  same  neighborhood.    It  is  interesting 
^o  note  that  all  the  members  of  this  large  family 
remained  near  the  place  where  they  were  reared, 
and  there  married,  brought  up  children  of  their 
own,  and  engaged  in  useful  and  honorable  ])ur- 
suits. 

Valentine,  second  son  of  Sanuiel  Willis,  was 
educated  in  the  neighborhood  schools.  The  knowl- 
edge he  derived  from  text-books  was  necessarily 
limited,  but  he  was  a  careful  reader  during  his  en- 
tire life,  and  from  the  years  of  his  young  manhood 
he  was  a  well  informed  man.  His  father  died 
when  he,  the  son,  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  but. 
notwithstanding  his  youth,  he  took  charge  of  the 
homestead  and  gave  it  careful  and  successful  man- 
agement until  he  became  its  owner  by  purchase, 
and  he  made  it  his  home  until  his  death,  occupying 
to  the  last  the  bcdrcK:)m  which  was  his  from  boy- 
hood. Besides  cultivating  his  farm  for  many  years 
he  kept  upon  his  place  a  large  boarding  stable  for 
the  better  class  of  city  horses,  and  often  cared  for 
as  manv  as  ninetv  head  at  one  time.  Without  be- 
ing  in  any  sense  a  politician,  Mr.  Willis  was  al- 
ways deeply  interested  in  kx:al  affairs,  and  gave 
efficient  support  to  every  measure  promising  of 


benefit  to  the  community.  He  never  aspired  to 
public  position,  but  at  times  he  complied  with  the 
solicitations  of  his  neighbors,  and  served  as  a 
school  officer  and  as  a  road  commissioner.  In  his 
younger  years  he  was  an  interested  member  of  the 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  the  decline  of  the  local 
lodge  ended  his  active  membership.  In  1840  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Annette  Bogart,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Bogart,  of  Roslyn.  She  was  a  most  es-» 
timablr  woman,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother,  and 
her  womanly  worth  is  witnessed  in  the  sympathy 
and  aid  she  afl"(»rded  her  husband,  and  in  the  care- 
ful rearing  she  gave  her  children.  Her  death  oc- 
curred in  i8()o,  but  a  few  months  before  she  and 
her  husband  would  have  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding.  To  them  were  born  three  children :  Os- 
car !».,  who  resides  in  Oueens  countv ;  William 
Wallace,  who  died  when  four  years  of  age;  and 
Fugene  Valentine  \^'illis. 

EUGENE    V.  WILLIS. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Willis  Lake  stock  farm 
is  Eugene  V.  W  illis,  a  reliable  and  energetic  busi- 
ness man,  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  lo- 
cality in  which  he  now  resides.  East  Williston. 
He  was  born  here  June  20,  1848,  and  is  of  English 
lineage,  his  great-grandfather  having  founded  the 
family  in  America  in  colonial  days.  His  grandfa- 
ther was  Samuel  Willis,  his  fjither,  Valentine  Wil- 
lis, and  the  latter  was  a  well  known  farmer  who 
successfully  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Nassau  county  through  a  long  period.  He  also 
served  as  road  commissioner.  He  married  An- 
nette^ Bogart,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Bogart,  of  Ros- 
lyn, and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
of  whom  two  are  living,  (^scar  B.,  of  Queens  coun- 
ty, and  luigene  V.  The  mother  died  in  1890  and 
the  father,  surviving  her  several  years,  passed 
away  September  25,  1898. 

Mr.  Willis  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
nearhi*?  home  and  at  an  early  age  became  familiar 
with  the  work  of  the  home  farm  as  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  or  in  the  care 
of  the  stock.  For  twentv  vears  he  has  successfullv 
conducted  the  Willis  Lake  stock  farm,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  boarding  fine  city  horses  through  the 
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winter.  He  has  a  very  large  patronage,  for  he  has 
established  an  excellent  reputation  for  business  re- 
liability and  for  sound  judgment  in  the  care  of 
stock.  Mr.  Willis  is  a  director  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  as  was  his  father  for  sixteen  vears ;  is  also 
a  trustee  of  the  James  Institute,  is  a  Mason  in  his 
fraternal  relations,  and  religiously  is  connected 
with  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  Democrat 
and  chairman  of  the  county  central  committee 
since  N'assau  county  was  organized ;  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  to  the  Mineola  school 
district  No.  lo,  and  is  the  vice  president  of  the 
Queens-Nassau  Agricultural  Society :  and  is  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  Mineola  chapter  and  junior 
warden  of  Morton  Lodge  No.  63,  of  Hempstead. 
He  is  a  man  of  fine  presence,  large  hearted  and 
there  is  an  air  about  him  which  at  once  stamps  him 
as  genuine,  one  in  whom  it  is  safe  to  place  confi- 
dence. 

CHARLES  W.  DOWNINc;. 

Charles  W.  Downing  of  Rockville  Centre, 
Long  Island,  proprietor  of  the  Orient  Cafe  Inn, 
was  born  in  Oyster  I>ay,  Long  Island.  November 
27,  i^S.S.  the  son  of  th<^  late  Charles  W.  and  Cath- 
arine V.  Simonson  l)t)\vning.  Educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  (  >\-  ner  r>ay,  after  leaving  school 
he  became  ap]:)renM-.:« d  to  the  tin-smithng  business. 
He  went  throngli  w  rhorough  apprenticeship,  and 
acquiring  a  full  mastery  of  all  details  of  the  trade 
he  embarked  in  bnsiiu'ss  for  himself  in  Oyster 
Bay,  carrying  it  on  successfully  for  a  ])eriod  of 
twelve  years.  In  March.  k/X),  he  leased  Bald- 
wins Inn  property  and  started  the  r»al(hvins  Inn, 
which  grew  to  l)e  one  of  the  most  popular  hostel- 
eries  on  Long  Island.  The  hotel,  situated  at  r»al(l- 
wins  on  tlie  main  road  between  Rockville  Centre 
and  l^Veeport,  received  a  large  and  constantly  in- 
creasing patronage  from  the  traveling  public,  es- 
pecially from  ^vheelmen  and  automobile  ])arties. 
He  left^  the  Baldwins  Inn  in  ii>oj  and  moved  to 
Rockville  Centre,  and  opened  the  (  )rient  Cafe,  in 
which  enterprise  lie  has  met  with  eijual  success  as 
in  his  former.  In  December.  i<S<>().  he  married 
Ellen  Mack,  a  native  of  the  county  Clare,  Ireland, 
Thev  have  one  daughter,  Louise,  born  August  22, 
iSg8. 


ACGUSTUS  N.  WELLER. 

On  the  public  life  of  Queens  county  Jud 
gustus  Noble  Weller  left  an  indelible  impi 
No  citizen  of  the  communitv  was  ever  m 
spected  and  no  man  ever  more  fully  enjo} 
confidence  of  the  people  or  more  richly  Ai 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held.  The  people 
county,  recognizing  his  merit,  rejoiced  in 
vancement  and  in  the  honors  to  which  he  at 
and  since  his  death  thev  have  cherished  hii 
orv.  Honorable  in  business,  loval  in  citiz 
charitable  in  thought,  kindly  in  action, 
everv  trust  confided  to  his  care,  his  life  v 
highest  type  of  Christian  manhood.  He  m 
of  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  Queens  coui 
who  lives  in  the  memories  of  his  contempc 
encircled  with  tiie  halo  of  a  gracious  pr 
charming  personality,  profound  legal  leami 
the  quiet  dignity  of  an  ideal  follower  of  h 
ing.  The  fact  that  he  was  elected  to  the  o 
judge  of  the  surrogate  court  without  opp 
is  an  indication  of  his  high  standing  with  his 
men. 

J  udge  Weller  was  born  in  Silver  Creek, 
tauqua  county.  New  York,  December  5. 
The  family  is  of  English  lineage.  Renjai 
Weller,  his  father,  was  a  native  of  Pil 
Massachusetts,  and  in  early  iiianhocnl  engc 
farming  but  later  turned  his  attention  to  m< 
dising.  In  religious  belief  he  was  an  Episo 
and  in  political  faith  a  Democrat.  He  \ 
>lary  Hanford,  a  daughter  of  Major  Jo 
Hanford,  who  served  with  that  title  in  the 
t8i2  and  had  command  of  Fort  Black  Rock 
was  the  defense  of  Bridgeport.  Connecticui 
Weller  died  in  i8(')f». 

.\nii<l  rural  surroundings  Judge  Well 
reader  and  when  his  attention  was  not  en^ 
with  the  duties  of  the  schoolroom  he  assis 
father  in  thc^  cultivation  of  the  fields  and  ii 
work  incident  to  farm  life.  His  early  stut 
supplemented  by  a  course  in  Fredonia  C 
Believing  that  ])rofessional  life  would  prov 
C()ngenial  than  the  work  of  the  farm  he  sooi 
ward  became  a  law  student  in  Fredonia,  c« 
ing  his  reading  under  the  direction  of  if 
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Siic>%v  and  later  of  George  I5arker»  both  well  known 
i4ttr>i"iieys  of  that  place.    He  was  also  a  student  in 
rHe   ofiice  of  Mott  &  Carv,  well  known  law  vers  of 
r    \ork  city,  and  in  1859  he  was  admitted  to  the 
fter  which  he  began  practice  in  Hatavia,  New 
"V^<:>rVc.  where  he  remained  from  i860  until  18^)4. 
l^roin  the  latter  date  until  his  death  Judge  Wel- 
le r     iiiaintained  a  law  office  in   New  York  city, 
wl-ie>rti  he  was  first  associated  in  practice  with  the 
^311.    Charles  Crary,  well  known  as  a  member  of 
e  **eommittee  of  seventy"  that  broke  uj)  the  no- 
"torioiis  Tweed  ring.    The  office  of  the  firm  was  at 
^^  o.    I  04  Ilroadway,  but  later  was  removed  to  Nas- 
^«^ii  street  and  the  partnershij)  was  contimied  until 
"^^"^o     death  of   Mr.   Crary.       Judge   Weller  also 
^^perie'd  an  office  in  I»nx)klvn  and  one  in  Jamaica 
*^''^<1    rlrew  a  large  clientage  from  all  three  of  the 

•   ^   • 

'TICS  in  which  he  located  in  the  interest  of  his  pro- 

^sioii.    The  first  cases  with  which  he  was  con- 

^^^^t^cl  served  to  demonstrate  to  the  public  that  he 

^^^^s  e^anicst,  possessed  strong  mentality  and  broad 

*^>'»ow'- ledge  of  the  science  of  jurisprudence:  also 

^^    he  was  strong  in  his  pleading  and  logical  in 

^-^^^nient.    These  t|ualities  were  ever  manifest  in 

*^    I>i"ofessional    career  and    made    him  a    most 

l"^«^^le  lawyer.     His  i)ractice  continually  grew 

_^**1      it  became  of  a  distinctively  representative 

."ter.  classing  him  with  the  prominent  mem- 


<^h; 


»^er 


^     ^^f  the  bar  both  in  Xew  "S'ork  and  on  Lon»r 


^^"^cl.    One  of  the  most  important  law  suits  with 

^^1*1   he  was  connected  was  the  "scissors  grind- 

^^^se/*  Balleman  versus  lUake,  involving  sev- 

,       blocks  of  buildings  in  F>rooklyn  worth  a  half 

'^'^ii  dollars.    In  this  suit  he  was  opposed  by  tlu- 

^  ^■^^"ated  New    York    lawver,    V.  R.    Coudert. 

'     ^"^her  important  case  was  Wright  versus  James 

u^^^^^"   ^^*^""^^^'  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^*^^'   ^^^^^   Herald,   in 
^^    ^^li  he  secured  the  largest  verdict  for  libel  ever 

^     ^^cled  in  America,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

^  *^^  opj)osing  counsel  in  this  case  were  Joseph  H . 

^-'^*^le.  Judge  Strong,  John  Townsend  and  others 

^^Uy  prominent.     The  case  was   fought   with 

€^^t  pertinacity  and  skill  on  both  sides  and  ended 

'^^^  complete  victory  for  Judge  Weller's  clieiu. 

In  1873  the  Judge  was  united  in  marriage  to 

Miss  Kate  Ward,  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Henry  M. 

Onderdonk.  fonnerlv  state  senator  in  (^hi(^,  and  a 


granddaughter  of  IJishop  ( hiderdonk  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church.  In  the  year  of  their  mar- 
riage they  removed  to  Hempstead,  and  there  four 
children  were  bom  unto  them:  Katharine,  the 
wife  of  Charles  J^.  Addison,  of  Hempstead  :  Henry 
Selden.  who  is  a  graduate  of  Yale  College ;  Augus- 
tus Noble,  now  deceased ;  and  Hobart  Courtnev, 
who  was  educated  at  St.  Paul's,  at  (larden  Citv. 
The  mother  died  November  13,  1888. 

Judge  Weller  continued  an  active  and  useful 
connection  with  professional  and  public  affairs  un- 
til the  lime  of  his  death,  which  occurred  September 
^2,  \()iii.  He  was  a  member  of  the  chapter  of  the 
Cathedral  of  the  Incarnation  of  the  diocese  of 
Long  Island,  and  at  his  death  was  vice  chancellor 
of  the  same.  He  was  verv  active  in  church  and 
charitable  work  and  his  benefactions  were  nianv, 
vet  were  alwavs  unostentatiouslv  bestowed.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  school  committee  of  the 
Cathedral  Chapter  which  has  charge  of  St.  Paul's 
and  St.  Marv's  school  at  (iarden  Citv,  and  was 
deejjly  interested  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  o^  his  Ci>mmunity  along  material,  intellect- 
ual and  moral  lines.  In  politics  he  was  a  pro- 
nr>unced  Democrat,  giving  patriotic  support  to  the 
])arty  which  he  believed  could  best  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  Political  office,  however, 
had  no  attraction  for  him  outside  the  line  of  his 
profession.  In  1885  he  received  the  DeuKKratic 
nomination  for  the  position  of  judge  of  the  surro- 
gate court  of  (jueens  countv,  to  which  he  was 
elected,  fhe  secretary  of  state  had  certified  that 
a  surrogate  was  to  be  elected  in  the  county  to  take 
the  office  fanuarv  i.  1886,  but  after  his  election  a 
const rover.sy  arose  as  to  the  term  of  office  of  the 
gentleman  then  holding  the  position,  who  had  been 
elected  to  fill  an  unexpired  term.  The  (piestion 
was  submitted  to  the  courts  and  the  court  of  ap- 
peals finally  decided  that  the  then  acting  judge  had 
been  elected  for  six  years  and  that  his  term  did  not 
expire  until  January  i,  1887.  which  rendered 
Judge  Weller's  election  null.  However,  in  the 
fall  of  iSS^),  he  was  again  nominated  by  the  Demo- 
cratic convention  and  received  the  endorsement  of 
the  Re])ublican  convention,  being  elected  without 
(Opposition  and  taking  the  office  January  i,  1887. 
In  the  fall  of  i8()3  he  was  re-elected  for  a  second 
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term,  thus  serving  for  twelve  years.  He  retired 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1899,  with  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  him  stren^hened  by  his  absolute 
fidelity  in  the  discharc^e  of  his  duties.  His  decis- 
ions were  considered  models  of  judicial  soundness, 
for  very  few  cases  were  appealed  and  in  most  of 
these  his  opinions  were  sustained  by  the  higher 
courts.  He  had  an  engaging  manner  and  winning 
personality  and  his  broad  general  knowledge,  en- 
richeil  by  travel  and  a  mind  retentive  of  all  its  im- 
]5ressions,  made  him  a  congenial  companion.  His 
death  brouj^ht  regret  to  the  entire  community  in 
which  his  attractive  personality,  his  loftv  character 
and  exceptional  attainments  made  him  observed  of 
all  men. 

IH^:NRY    LUDLOW    QUICK. 

Henrv  Ludlow  Quick  was  born  in  Utica,  New 
York,  a  son  of  Henry  H.  Quick.  The  Quick  fam- 
ily is  of  English  lineage  and  was  early  established 
in  America.  The  father  of  Henry  Ludlow  Quick 
married  Elizabeth  Slatter,  whose  ancestors  were 
the  first  cotton  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States,  and  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  fam- 
ilies of  New  England. 

Henry  Ludlow  Quick  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  and  other  schools  of  his  native  town 
and  in  New  York  city.  He  entered  upon  his  busi- 
ness career  as  a  Iwokkceper  in  New  York  city, 
having  no  capital  but  a  determined  spirit,  laud- 
able ambition  and  unfaltering  energy.  These 
traits  of  character  have  proved  the  foundation  of 
success  in  the  history  of  many  a  man  now  pros- 
perous, and  they  have  brought  to  Mr.  Quick  dis- 
tinction in  connection  with  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  the  city.  When  a  young  man 
he  came  to  New  York,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  a  sugar  house  with  which  he 
was  connected  for  five  years.  Jn  1878  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  Thomas  J.  Davis 
in  the  business  which  he  has  since  been  so  suc- 
cessfully conducted,  bringing  to  the  partners  a 
splendid  financial  return  ujjon  their  investment  as 
their  business  and  patronage  have  increased.  The 
business  has  been  managed  along  lines  command- 
ing confidence  ;nnl  the  house  sustains  an  unassail- 


able reputation.  The  partners  are  note< 
just  and  fair  treatment  of  employes  as  w 
courtesy  and  accommodation  to  patron 
business  methods  followed  are  well  won 
ulation. 

Mr.  Quick  was  united  in  marriag 
Mary  Mills,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Mills 
have  one  son,  Howard  L.,  who  is  now 
in  Cornell  University.  Both  Mr.  and  A 
take  a  very  active  part  in  church  w-ork 
membership  in  the  New  York  Avenue 
Episcopal  church  of  Brooklj-n,  doing  a 
power  to  promote  its  growth  and  exten< 
ence.  Mr.  Quick  is  one  of  the  trusts 
church,  and  superintedent  of  the  seni< 
ment  of  the  Sundav-school.  Fraternally 
nected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
ber  of  the  Manufacturers'  Association 
lyn,  and  of  several  church  societies  of 
His  political  support  is  given  to  the  I 
party  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Eighth 
trict  Republican  Association,  having  a 
in  the  party,  and  in  a  quiet  way  exertini: 
ence  in  its  behalf.  He  has  never  sou 
however,  preferring  to  give  his  time  an( 
to  his  business  affairs,  in  which  he  has 
splendid  success,  seeming  to  have  realii 
one  point  of  his  career  the  full  measu 
cess  possible  at  that  point.  He  has  nev^ 
the  pursuit  of  wealth,  however,  in  w« 
warp  his  kindly  nature,  but  is  a  most  I 
and  liberal  man,  giving  freely  to  the 
needy,  assisting  young  men  who  are  en 
to  make  the  most  of  their  opportui 
spreading  around  him  by  his  cheery  gt 
ner  much  of  the  sunshine  of  life. 

MRS.   MARY  A.  SMITH. 

The  Silleck  family,  of  which  Mrs. 
Smith,  wife  of  Jonathan  /\.  Smith,  a 
J'rooklyn,  is  a  member,  traces  their  ai 
two  brothers  who  came  to  this  country-  fr 
and  mottled  in  C  Connecticut ;  subsequent!) 
of  the  tamilv  removed  to  Oyster  P>ay,  Lo 
where  the  niaioriiv  of  their  descendant: 
the  prrst'ut  time.     I^bcnezer  .Silleck.  gr< 
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father  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Smith,  was  an  enterpris- 
ing and  prosperous  citizen  of  Oyster  I>ay.  and  his 
son  Abrani  Silleck  was  a  man  of  strong  will, 
great  energy  and  strict  adherence  to  duty,  and 
commanded  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Cocks. 

Daniel  C.  Silleck,  father  of  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
Smith,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Oyster 
Tjay,  July  3.  1815.  and  acquired  a  ])raclioal  educa- 
tion m  the  common  schools  of  the  vicinity. 
Later  he  devoted  his  attention  for  many  years  to 
mercantile  pursuits,  being  one  of  the  prominent 
merchants  of  L>roadw-ay,  New  York.  While  en- 
gaged in  business  he  made  his  home  in  Xew  York- 
city,  but  spent  his  summers  on  the  old  home  farm, 
on  which  he  located  permanently  upon  his  retire- 
ment from  the  active  duties  of  a  business  life.  He 
married  Miss  Catherine  M.  l*lymer.  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  children  were  bc^rn  to  them  :  Mary 
A. ;  Daniel  C. :  John  A.,  deceased :  Abram.  de- 
ceased ,  William  F. ;  J.  Charles,  deceased  ;  Kdwin 
M.,  deceased:  and  Catherine  J.  Daniel  C.  and 
William  F.  Silleck  are  rei)resentative  citizens  of 
New  York  city.  Mr.  Silleck  died  July  5,  1888, 
at  the  age  of  seventy- three  years. 

Afrs.  Mary  A.  Smith  is  now  the  owner  of  the 
old  ancestral  estate  on  Oyster  Bay.  Long  Island, 
which  consists  of  forty  acres  of  well  cultivated 
ground  and  the  commodious  residence  erected  by 
her  father.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jona- 
than A.  Smith,  a  native  of  r»nx)klyn,  Xew  York. 
and  one  son  has  been  born  to  them,  Renville  S. 
Smith,  who  has  the  management  of  the  farm  and 
devotes  considerable  attention  to  the  dairy  ])rod- 
ucts.  Everything  about  the  place  is  characterized 
by  neatness  and  thrift  and  indicates  die  careful 
supervision  of  a  progressive  and  practical  farmer. 

ERASxMUS  D.  SKINNER.  M.  D. 

Erasmus  D.  Skinner,  of  Mineola.  was  lH)rn  in 
Greenport,  Suffolk  county.  New  York,  in  1838,  his 
parents  being  Dr.  E.  E.  D.  and  Mary  1>.  (Read) 
Skinner.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Dr.  Ezekiel 
Skinner,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rlastenburg, 
Connecticut,  and  later  entered  the  ministry.     By 


<liligent  effort  he  gained  a  good  education,  aiid, 
thinking  t(>  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life 
work  he  prepared  for  that  calling.  When  the  war 
of  181 2  was  inaugurated  he  left  his  family  and  his 
practice  and  went  to  the  army  as  a  private,  but  was 
almost  immediately  afterward  made  surgeon.  On 
his  return  he  resumed  practice  and  took  up  minis- 
terial work,  which  divided  his  time  with  his  pro- 
fession. His  son,  Ijenjamin  R.,  had  become  a 
missionary  to  Africa,  and  in  less  than  six  months 
he  and  his  wife  and  only  child  had  succumbed  to 
the  unhealthiul  climate.  I'lidaunted  by  their  sad 
fate,  though  then  an  old  man,  he  resolved  to  take 
up  his  son's  work.  1  le  went  to  the  dark  continent, 
where  for  about  three  years  he  labored  for  the 
physical  and  spiritual  uplifting  of  poor  natives. 
He  was  the  first  governor  of  Liberia.  Failing 
health  at  last  obliged  iiim  to  return  to  this  country 
and  here  he  resumed  his  lal>ors  as  a  clergyman 
tind  physician,  but  for  a  number  of  years  before  his 
death  he  was  entirely  blind.  After  his  death  the 
father  of  our  subject  tc^ik  into  his  home  the 
widowed  mother,  who  was  also  totally  blind  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  in  1807,  w-as  graduated  in  a 
medical  college  and  began  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  in  Greenport,  in  1828,  there  re- 
maining until  his  death,  in  1875.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church  at  Greenport  and  in  early 
life  ui)hekl  Whig  principles,  but  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Rej)ublican  party  he  joined  its  ranks 
and  was  chairman  of  the  Republican  central  com- 
mittee. In  1844  he  was  toasted  by  the  Clay  Whig 
Club  of  New  York  city,  as  the  **lone''Clay  Whig*' 
of  Suffolk  county.  In  addition  to  his  successful 
practice  as  a  physician  he  performed  much  surgi- 
cal work  and  was  widelv  renowned  for  his  skill  in 
that  direction.  In  his  family  were  six  children, 
namelv :  Annie  E..  lane  M.,  Erasmus  D.,  Ben- 
jamin  Rush,  who  became  a  member  of  the  legal 
fraternity ;  Barton  D.,  a  practicing  physician  of 
Greenport ;  and  Ezekiel  D.,  a  millwright  of  Green- 
port 

In  the  spring  of  1858  the  subject  of  this  review 
entered  Bowdoin  Medical  College,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  few  months.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
\'ear  he  became  a  student  in  the  Berkshire  Medi- 
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cal  College,  at  Pittstiold.  Massacluisotts.  where  he 
was  <^ra»luaU"(l  in  XnveinlHT.  1S5S.  lie  l)e^an 
practiee  at  the  old  hmne  of  his  i^ranclfather  Skin- 
ner, in  West  ford,  l)ut  at  the  end  of  tliree  years 
faiHnjs;  health  indiieed  him  U)  return  to  ( Ireenport. 
In  1S75.  witli  invijjforated  strenj4:tli.  he  removed 
to  Mineola  and  established  a  ])raetice.  whicli  he 
has  since  suecessfully  conducte<l.  In  iS«SS  he  was 
appointed  physician  tt^  the  Temjxirary  Home  for 
Children,  located  at  this  place.  I  le  is  a  memlxT  of 
the  Oiieens  and  \assaii  Medical  Societv.  of  which 
he  was  formerly  president,  the  New  \'ork  State 
Medical  Society,  the  Associated  Physicians  of 
Longer  Island,  the  New  York  State  Railroad  Sur- 
i^^etnis  Association,  and  a  member  «»f  the  ^taff  of 
the  Nassau  Hospital  at  ^lineola. 

A  Republican  in  politics.  Dr.  Skinner  was 
elected  on  that  ticket  in  1S72  to  the  ])()sition  of 
coroner  of  Snifolk  county,  receivini^  a  lar^e  ma- 
jority, and  for  twelve  years  he  served  as  health 
officer  for  the  town  of  North  Hempstead.  1  le  and 
his  w-ife  hold  member.ship  in  the  r»a]>tist  church  of 
Hempstead,  in  which  he  has  tilled  the  offices  of 
deacon  and  trustee.  Vov  a  number  of  years  he  wa^ 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee  i»f  the 
Queens  Countv  Sundav-sch(^)l  .\^.s«)ciation  and 
for  a  time  was  su]>erintendent  (»f  the  I'nion  .^un- 
<lay-sclu>oi  of  Alineola.  1  le  is  identified  with  Pro- 
tection Lodj^e.  N«).  131,  !.().().  v.,  of  which  he  is 
])ast  noble  <^n*an<l,  and  is  also  officially  connected 
with  Alineola  iMicampment.  No.  121.  of  which  he 
is  past  (le])Uty  L^'rand  patriarch.  I  le  was  district 
tleputv  t-rand  master  of  (  )ueen>  district.  N'n.  2, 
i\nd  is  a  nieiiibcr  of  .Mori'Mi  Lodji^^-  N<).  ^»^^.  \\  Sc 
A.  M. 

In  Aprd,  iSoj,  hi.  Skinm-r  \\a>  united  in  niar- 
rlajL^e  to  Mis>  Anna  \\.  I  lallock.  a  dauj^hti-r  of 
Alanson  I  lallock.  a  pmniinrni  fanner  of  (. 'utch- 
oq;ue  and  a  leadini^"  KupnbHcan  (»f  lii>  l<>calil\.  i  Ir 
<lied  in  1804,  at  tin-  ripr  old  ivj:^  cf  nini'ty-lhrci.- 
years.  In  an  (»bituary  iiotier  appiar<.-d  thr  fnlltjw- 
inij:  "He  was  in  his  ninety- fnnrth  war  and  be- 
longed to  (Uie  «»f  the  ol(k>l  famih\<  in  llu'  l<»\\n. 
With  vigorous  mentrd  i>owers  an«l  b\  ri-a^-on  nf 
stiirdv  health  Ik-  ontlivrd  nrarh  all  ijf  his  -.wn 
generation.  He  was  an  upri.L^lu  man.  jjrompi.  in- 
telligent, prudent,  judicious  and  to  \hc  Iri-i  dr^rcr 


firm,  yet  ])leasani  and  courteous  withall.  He  hated 
sham  and  fraud  an<l  denounced  them  in  eiViphatic 
^])eech.  He  was  bold  in  his  convictions  and  up- 
held ai^.d  followed  them  without  fear  or  favor. 
Those  who  considered  him  obstinate  misunder- 
stood him  and  failed  to  recognize  the  fact  that  his 
integrity  of  principle  and  steadfastness  of  pur- 
i)ose  rendereil  it  impossi])lc  for  him  to  yield  to 
public  clamor  or  ])rivate  influence  against  his  own 
c(»nvicti<»ns.  His  loyalty  to  his  friends  as  well  as 
h's  likis  and  dislikes  was  marked.  He  was  an 
ln»nest.  steadfast  man.  deserving  and  receiving 
the  respK't  of  his  t<»wnsnien.'*  The  three  children 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mr>.  Skinner  are  Henrv  W..  a 
resident  of  Alineola:  Erasmus  D.,  Jr.;  and  Isa- 
bella ('..  wife  of  L.  t'.  I'ndcrhill,  of  Mineola,  a 
dealer  in  lumber  and  coal. 

L.  N.  LANKHART.  M.  D. 

Dr.  L.  N.  Lanehart,  of  Hempstead.  Long  Isl- 
and, a  i)hysician  and  surgeon,  is  of  Dutch  extrac- 
tion, descended  from  a  family  which  came  from 
I  lolland  to  America  two  and  a  half  centuries  ago. 
His  ancestors  rendered  honorable  militarv  serv- 
ices  during  the  Rev<^lutionary  war  and  the  war 
with  ( ireat  I»ritain  in  1812. 

Dr.  Lanehart  was  born  in  Elgin.  Illinois,  son 
•)f  S.  r>.  and  I^lizabeth  (Palmer)  Lanehart.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  Albany  county;  his  mother 
a  native  of  ri>nnecticut.  Dr.  Lanehart  received 
bis  education  at  I'nion  University.  Having  de- 
trrmine«l  ii|)t»n  the  medical  profession  as  his  life 
nccupati<ui  he  became  a  student  at  the  Albany 
Medical  School,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1SS3.  lie  hr>t  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
pn»fessi<»n  al  Ren>>elaerville  in  Albany  coimty. 
after  which  be  located  at  Hempstead,  where  his 
snl)>^'(|uent  life  has  been  passed. 

I  >r.  Lant'ban  was  the  fmtnder  of  Nassau  Hos- 
pital and  is  at  ])ri\sent  ])resi(lent  of  the  medical  and 
>nriiiea)  sialf.  He  lias  occupied  the  position  for 
-MMiK-  linir  of  snrm'i.n  to  the  Post-( iraduate  Hos- 
pital. Xiu  ^'ork,  and  instructor  in  surgery  at  that 
in>liiniinn.  lie  i>  vice  j^resident  of  the  Medical 
SMiicix  {)\  ilir  State  of  New  \'ork.  He  is  presi- 
.|«ni    '»f   ilk"  ('onntN    Medical   Societv  n\   Oueens 
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and  loyal  to  duty,  and  these  qualities  have  made 
him  a  popular  and  valued  citizen  of  the  town  of 
Glencove. 

JAM1£S  A.  HUTCHKSOX,  M.  D. 

Dr.  James  A.  Hutcheson,  numbered  among  the 
most  capable  medical  practitioners  on  Long  Isl- 
and, is  deserving  of  special  consideration  because 
of  his  useful  services  in  safeguarding  the  public 
health  through  an  unusually  long  term  of  years. 

Dr.  Hutcheson  was  born  July  20,  1855,  ^^  ^"^ 
of  the  Bahama  Islands.  His  father,  R.  E.  Hutch- 
eson, a  British  subject,  was  parent  of  two  sons, 
Robert  W.  and  James  A.  Hutcheson,  who  em- 
braced the  medical  profession  and  became  practi- 
tioners on  Long  Island,  whither  the  family  re- 
moved while  they  were  yet  young.  Dr.  Hutch- 
eson received  a  liberal  literary  and  scientific  edu- 
cation at  Hart*s  College  and  the  Brooklyn  Poly- 
technic Institute.  He  then  entered  upon  the  study 
of  medicine  in  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1874.  For  one 
year  following  he  served  as  ami)ulance  surgeon  to 
the  hospital,  after  which  he  became  an  interne  in 
the  Eastern  District  Hospital,  rendering  useful 
service  in  these  positions,  and  at  the  same  time 
adding  to  his  store  of  professional  knowledge 
through  the  opj)ortunities  which  thc\'  afforded  for 
observation  and  treatment.  He  then  located  at 
Lynbrook,  where  he  has  since  been  crmtinuously 
busied  with  an  extensive  practice  in  which  his 
capabilites  have  been  usefully  and  ])rofitably  em- 
ployed. In  addition  to  his  large  personal  ])ractice, 
he  has  habitually  discharged  onerous  duties  in 
connection  with  the  department  of  public  health 
and  with  charitable  institutions.  For  twenty-two 
years  he 'has  been  county  physican  of  Nassau 
county ;  for  six  years  he  was  health  officer  of  the 
town  of  Hempstead,  and  he  now  occupies  the  same 
position  in  the  village  of  East  Rockaway.  He  has 
long  l>een  a  member  of  the  Queens  and  Nassau 
Counties  -Medical  Associations,  and  takes  an  in- 
terested j)art  in  its  meetings.  I^ossessed  of  fine 
personal  qualites,  he  is  a  highly  regarded  member 
of  various  social  and  benevolent  bodies,  the  An- 
cient Free  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 


Fellows,  and  the  Order  of  Foresters,  and 
Hempstead  13ay  Yacht  Club. 

In  1875  I^'"-  Hutcheson  was  united  in  m; 
with  Miss  Alice  Abrahams,  daughter  of  V 
Abrahams,  of  Lvnbrook.  Five  children  wei 
of  this  marriage,  of  whom  four  are  living : 
iam,  Ethel,  Jessie  and  Eleanor  Hutcheson 
family  enjoy  excellent  social  positon,  and  tl 
pitalities  of  their  home  are  freely  extende 
large  circle  of  closely  attached  friends 
Hutcheson  has  been  a  lifelong  Republican. 

JOHN  RYERSON. 

In  the  death  of  John  Ryerson,  on  the 
April,  ic)oi,  \\\x)dhaven  and  Long  Island  V 
of  their  most  highly  respected  citizens.  . 
day  with  its  morning  of  hope  and  prom 
moontide  of  activity,  its  evening  of  con 
and  successful  effort,  ending  in  the  g 
rest  and  cmiet  of  the  night,  so  was  tl 
of  this  honored  man.  His  life  was 
pas.sed.  yet  his  career  was  a  long,  bus 
useful  one,  and  although  he  was  earnest  anc 
in  business,  lie  never  allowed  the  pursuit  of 
to  warp  his  kindly  nature,  being  to  the  end 
life  a  genial  friend,  one  whom  it  was  a  plea 
know  and  meet  under  anv  circumstances, 
tained  the  ago  of  almost  eighty  years,  retail 
'ilie  last  those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
had  endeared  him  to  everyone  throughout  1 

Mr.  Ryerson  was  born  in  1822.  in  Br< 
where  the  navy  hospital  now  stands,  and  his 
John,  and  his  grandfather,  Martin  Ryersoi 
also  born  there,  the  family  being  one  of  the  < 
honored  one>  of  the  city.  After  acquiring 
education  he  l<v:)k  up  the  work  of  his  life,  fa 
and  in  course  of  time  met  with  a  high  def 
success.  He  made  judicious  investments  ii 
ertv  and  to  his  familv  left  a  handsome  e.stat 
the  2d  of  .September,  1846,  Mr.  Ryersc 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  Willian 
daughter  of  ( ieorge  William.son  of  New  Lo 
they  became  the  ])arents  of  seven  childn 
only  three  are  now  living,  namely :  Jaco 
resides  near  Woodhaven ;  Clarence,  who 
next  door  t«^  the  old  home ;  and  M.  E.,  wh( 
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wife  ot  H.  C.  Tuttle,  and  resides  at  the  old  home. 
]\Ir.  Ryerson  was  a  man  of  strong  domestic  tastes. 
Pie  found  bis  greatest  happiness  when  by  bis  own 
fireside.  <iurrounded  by  his  family  and  dispensing 
tliat  generous  hospitality  for  which  the  home  was 
noted.  Although  his  Ife  was  uneventful,  it  con- 
tained many  points  worthy  of  emulation.  He  was 
energetic  and  diligent  in  business,  honorable  in  all 
dealings  and  ever  straightforward  in  conduct. 

CLARENCE  C.  RYKRS(^X. 

« 

Clarence  C.  Ryerson,  of  Woodhaven,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  well  known  in  business  and  social 
circles  in  Oueens  countv  and  was  a  worthy  rei)re- 
tentative  of  an  honored  and   prominent    family 
which  through  many  generations  has  been  estab- 
li>hed  on  Long  Island,  its  representatives  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  development  and  progress  of 
this  pf^rtion  of  the  Empire  state.     Mr.  Ryerson 
was  born  in  Flatbush.    His  father,  John  Ryerson, 
was  born  in    Brooklyn,    where    the    Wallab<nit 
market  and  the  navy  yard  are  now  located.   Ryer- 
s<:>n  street  which  was  opened  through  land  that 
once  constituted  his  farm  was  named  in  his  honor. 
in  the  local  schools  of  Jamaica  Clarence  C.  Rver- 
<>(n\  l)egan  his  education,  which  was  continued  in 
the  Poh-technic  Institute  of  Brooklyn.  On  laying 
aside  his  texl  books  he  took  up  the  work  to  which 
lie  had  been  reared,  that  of  farming,  following  that 
jmrsuit  at  New  Lots  and  at  Rockaway.    With  the 
growth  and  development  of  this  section  of  the 
Island  his  land  increased   rapidly  in   value  and 
there!) v  he  became  a  wealthy  man.     He  resided 
f luring  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Woodhavon. 
where  he  had  a  fine  home,  celebrated  for  its  grac- 
ious hospitality. 

In.  1890  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Clar- 
i^-nce  C.  Ryerson  and  Miss  ^larv  Emma  Daniel,  a 
daughter  of  S.  T.  Daniel  of  Virginia.  She  is  a 
lady  of  superior  intelligence,  culture  and  refinc- 
?nent  and  has  made  many  warm  friends  in  Wood- 
liaven  and  other  districts  of  Long  Tslan<l.  She 
lias  been  the  president  and  tlie  secretary  of  the 
Fortnightly  Club  of  East  New  York.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fyerson  was  born  one  child,  a  son,  who  was 
named  John  in  honor  of  his  paternal  grandfather. 


Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryerson  occupied  an  enviable 
position  in  social  circles  and  were  numbered 
among  the  most  prominent  and  representative 
residents  of  this  portion  of  the  state,  but  their 
happy  union  was  broken  on  December  6,  1902, 
when  Mr.  Ryerson  passed  away  after  a  life  of  use- 
ful and  honored  effort. 

JAMES  M.  LUDLAM. 

James  ^L  Ludlam,  for  many  years  one  of  the 
principal  business  men  and  also  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Oyster  Bay, 
Long  Island,  was  descended  from  ancestors  who 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Southampton, 
Suffolk  county,  Louq  Island.  The  branch  of  the 
family  to  which  he  belonged  was  founded  by  Will- 
iam Ludlam  who.  with  his  two  brothers,  An- 
thon)'  and  Obadiah,  came  to  Roslyn,  Long  Isl- 
and early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  In  1640 
one  of  the  two  setlletl  at  Southampton,  and  the 
other  on  Mecox  Bay.  whib*  William  remained 
at  Water  Mill,  and  owned  the  mill,  the  laud  and 
stream  of  water  surrounding  it.  The  first  will 
on  record  in  the  city  of  New  York,  dated  Aptil 
27th,  1665,  is  that  made  by  William  Ludlam, 
of  Southampton.  It  showed  that  he  had  three 
daughters  and  three  sons.  Henry,  Joseph  and 
Anth(Miy.  In  1680  Joseph  removed  to  Hog  Isl- 
and, near  Oyster  Ba)'  (now  Centre  Island), 
where  he  died  and  was  buried.  In  1740  Thomas 
Ludlam,  the  great-great-grandson  of  Joseph  Lud- 
lam, and  grandfather  of  James  M.  Ludlam,  re- 
moved from  that  Island  to  Mill  Neck.  He  was 
one  of  those,  who,  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
were  compelled  to  render  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
I  British,  and  at  one  time  was  obliged  to  draw 
wood  across  the  East  river  on  the  ice. 

James  M.  Ludlam  was  born  November  3, 
1809,  at  Mill  Neck,  on  Oyster  Ray  Harbor,  and 
was  the  son  of  Joseph  Ludlam,  and  the  grandson 
of  Thomas  Ludlam.  mentioned  above.  His  early 
life  was  spent  as  a  farmer,  and  in  1836  he  removed 
to  Oyster  Ba}  village,  where  he  opened  a  country 
store.  The  building  which  he  occupied,  a  frame 
structure,  was  destroyed  in  1848  by  a  fire  which 
originated  in  an  adjacent  building.     This  disas- 
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ter  served  to  l)ring  out  in  strong  relief  the  energy 
and  perse verence  of  Mr.  Ludlam.  He  immediate- 
ly replaced  his  store  by  a  substantial  brick  edifice, 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  South  streets,  and 
which  is  still  standing.  Mr.  Ludlam  carried  on 
this  business  alone  for  about  twenty-five  years, 
at  first  in  a  small  way,  but  with  a  gradually  in- 
creasing prosix'rity.  Tn  1870  he  took  into  part- 
nership  his  son.  James  H.  Ludlam.  After 
about  forty  years  of  activity,  Mr.  Ludlam 
retired,  leaving  the  business  in  the  hands  of 
his  two  sons.  James  H.  and  Frederick,  who 
continued  the  business  under  the  firm  name 
of  J.  H.  F.  Ludlam.  Mr.  Ludlam's  busi- 
ness career  was.  in  the  main,  a  prosperous  one. 
although  during  the  financial  disasters  of  1857, 
he,  in  common  with  others,  suffered  loss  by  bank 
failures.  After  retiring  from  business  most  of 
his  time  was  devoted  to  his  private  affairs,  to 
the  exclusion  of  politics  and  public  business,  with 
the  one  exception  of  educational  matters,  as  he 
ever  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  public 
schools.  He  served  ten  years  as  a  trustee  on 
the  school  lx>ard,  and  always  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  improvements.  He  purchased 
ground  and  erected  a  large  number  of  dwellings, 
as  means  of  developing  that  part  of  the  village 
in  which  he  lived.  Solely  from  an  unselfish  m- 
terest  in  the  welfare  of  the  town  he  offered  to 
build  at  his  own  expense  a  mile  of  the  pro|X)sed 
north  shore  railroad.  He  was  also  largely  m- 
terested  in  securing  for  the  village  a  steamlioat 
connection  with  New  York. 

Tn  politics  Mr.  l-udlam  was  a  Republican,  hut, 
though  frequently  "solicited  by  that  party  to  ])e- 
come  its  candidate,  he  steadily  refused,  preferring 
to  devote  his  time  to  building  up  his  business 
and  advancing  the  interests  of  his  native  town. 

Mr.  Ludlam  married,  in  June,  1844.  Sarah 
H.  Carhart.  of  Poughkeepsie.  a  niem])er  of  a 
well  known  Dutchi'ss  county  familv.     'V\\<:\  were 

•  V  * 

the  parents  of  five  children:  Helen.  JanK.s  H.. 
LiUie.  who  became  the  wife  of  l^Vanklin  \\.  Robin- 
son, M.  1).,  of  Carthage.  Xew  Vork :  Irederick, 
a  resident  of  Manhasset,  Xew  '\'ork,  conducting 
the  business  in  New  York  city:  and  Louise,  who 
married   William    M.  Dudgeon,   of  Cold   Spring 


Harbor,  Long  Island.  In  his  comfort 
surrounded  bv  his  familv,  Mr.  Ludla 
the  fruits  of  a  long  and  well-spent  life 
his  wife  both  passed  away  in  the  yeai 
former  on  March  11,  and  the  latte; 
tember  29.  Both  were  deeply  and 
mourned  by  all  who  knew  them.  M 
has  left  behind  him  the  memory  of  an 
man  of  business,  an  upright  and  fearl 
and  a  kindhearted  and  •benevolent  ms 

JAMES    H.  LUDLAM. 

At  an  early  epoch  in  the  settlemer 
Island  the  Ludlam  family,  of  which 
Ludlam.  a   prominent   business   man 
l>ay,   Long    Island,    is    a    member, 
founded,  and  its  members  have  since  I 
factors  in  the  substantial  growth  and  f 
that  section  of  New  York  state.    Earlv 
enteenth  century  three  brothers,  Willia 
ny  and  Obadiah  Ludlam,  came  to  Roi 
Island,  and  in  1640  one  settled  at  Soi 
another  located  at  Mecox  Bay,  while  \ 
mained  at  Water  Mill.    The  branch  of 
from  which  James  H.  Ludlam  descend 
to  Oyster  Ray  townshiji  and  settled  at  ' 
and  in  Tr>(j2.  and  for  many  years  Josq 
and  his  descendants  were  the  only  oc 
that  section,  with  the  exception  of  Tho 
and  liis  descendants,  to  whom  a  port 
,£i round  was  sold  April  13,  1743. 

lames  H.  Ludlam  was  l)orn  at  O 
Long  Island.  January  7.  1848,  the  sor 
M.  and  Sarah  H.  f Carhart)  Ludlam. 
Lndlam  was  also  l)orn  in  Ovster  Ray, 
3,   i8o(».  and  his  wife  was  a  member 
known  Dntcliess  county.  New  York,  f; 
children  were  born  to  them:     Helen; 
Li  Hie.  wife  of  Franklin  E.  Robinson,  of 
Xew    \'(>rk:   l-'rederic,  a  resident  of  ] 
Now  York,  hut  conducting  bushiess  in 
citv  :  .-md  Louise,  wife  of  William  ^I.  D 
CoUi  Sprinii:-  Harbor,  Long  Island.    Ro 
Mrs.  janies  M.  ludlam  died  in  the  yea 

Janirs   H.   Ludlam  was  a  pupil  in 
schools  of  r)ys(er  l»ay,  where  he  ac([uii 
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tica?  education  which  enabled  him  to  enter  his  fa- 
ther's store  at  an  early  age  in  the  capacity  of  clerk. 
He  retained  this  position  from  1864  to  1870,  at 
which  time  he  became  the  proprietor  of  the  busi- 
ness and  successfully  conducted  it  until  1901. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  thirty-one  years  that 
Mr.  Ludlam  was  engaged  as  a  merchant,  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  insurance  and  real  estate 
business,  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time 
and  attention  since  disposing  of  his  mercantile 
trade.  He  is  also  prominently  identified  with 
other  enterprises,  being  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  directors  of  the  Ovster  Bav  Bank,  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Oyster  Bay  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany, having  •  served  as  treasurer,  director  and 
g^eneral  manager,  and  he  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Cilencove  Mutual  Tnsuraiice  Company.  Politi- 
cally he  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
]>arty,  was  appointed  by  Governor  Odell  to  act  as 
one  of  the  state  park  commissioners,  and  was  se- 
lected as  one  of  the  commission  to  survey  the 
lands  of  Long  Island  and  select  a  site  for  a  stale 
park.  For  the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has  acted 
in  the  capacity  of  treasurer  of  the  ( )yster  Bay 
school  board.  On  the  22d  of  October,  1873,  ^Jr. 
Li  diam  married  Mary  A.  Sammis,  daughter  of 
John  M.  Sammis,  of  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island. 
W  th  Mr.  Ludlam  and  his  wife  are  members  and 
attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  ( )vster 

GEORGE  S.  RICHARDS. 

The  prosperity  of  any  community  depends 
up(  n  its  business  activity,  and  the  enteri)rise  mani- 
fest in  commercial  circles  is  the  foundation  U])on 
which  is  builded  the  material  welfare  of  town. 
state  and  nation.  The  most  imiK)rtant  factors  in 
public  life  at  the  present  time  are,  therefore,  the 
men  who  are  in  control  of  successful  business  in- 
terests, and  such  a  one  is  (ieorge  .S.  Richards, 
president  of  the  Piatt  &  Washburn  Refining  Com- 
pany, at  58  Pearl  street,  New  York  city. 

He  was  born  in  Troy,  Maine,  ^larch  4,  1S45. 
and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Robert  R.  Richards,  who  was 
long  an  honored  minister  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  in  Maine.     In  1865,  at  the  close  of 

13 


the  Civil  war,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  went  south 
and  remained  there  during  the  trying  days  of  the 
reconstruction  period.  On  his  return  north  in 
1878  he  became  interested  in  the  oil  business  in 
New  York  city,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Rich- 
ards, Thorp  &  Company,  and  two  years  later  or- 
ganized what  was  known  as  the  New  York  Refin- 
ing Company,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  until 
T885,  when  the  Piatt  &  Washburn  Refining  Com- 
I)any  was  organized,  and  he  has  since  served  as 
its  president.  He  is  a  w^ide-awake,  energetic  and 
])rogressive  business  man,  of  keen  discrimination 
and  sound  judgment,  and  carries  forward  to  suc- 
cessful completion  whatever  he  undertakes.  The 
enterprises  with  which  he  has  been  connected 
have  therefore  prospered,  and  he  has  made  for 
himself  an  enviable  reputation  in  business  circles. 

Mr.  Richards  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
wife  being  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Jesse  W.  Nichols  of 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  while  for  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Richards  married  ^liss  Josephine  Baer 
of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  He  has  two  chil- 
dren:  George  S.,  Jr.,  is  a  first  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry in  the  United  States  army,  having  recently 
returned  from  the  Philippines  after  honorable 
service  there  for  nearly  three  years;  and  Jennie 
M.,  who  is  a  professor  in  Syracuse  University, 
Syracuse,  New  York. 

Mr.  Richards  has  taken  quite  an  active  and 
])n)minent  part  in  public  affairs,  and  while  a  young 
man  in  the  south  was  United  States  internal  rev- 
enue collector  at  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  Vir- 
ginia. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  city  council 
and  of  the  school  board  of  the  latter  place  for  some 
years,  and  was  for  about  eight  years  a  trustee  of 
the  normal  school  at  Richmond,  Virginia.  He 
was  influential  in  political  matters  as  chairman  of 
the  Republican  central  committee  of  Petersburg, 
and  was  treasurer  of  the  Republican  state  commit- 
tee. In  1876  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  nati(^nal  Re- 
publican convention  held  at  Cinciimati,  Ohio,  but 
has  never  cared  for  oflFicial  honors,  having  de- 
clined legislative  and  congressional  nominations. 
He  has  been  actively  interested  in  the  recent  in- 
dependent political  movements  in  Br(M)klyn  and 
New  York,  and  as  a  public-spirited  and  progres- 
sive citizen  he  has  given  his  support  to  every  en- 
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terprisc  which  he  believed  would  prove  of  public 
benefit.  \Miile  a  member  of  the  sch(X)l  board  of 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  he  was  instrumental  in  se- 
curing the  erection  of  school  buildings  in  that  city, 
and  his  aid  is  never  withheld  from  any  object  cal- 
culated to  advance  the  moral,  intellectual  or  ma- 
terial welfare  of  the  community  with  which  he  is 
identified.  He  was  for  several  years  an  active 
member  of  the  old  Sands  Street  Methodist 
church,  hut  is  now  connected  with  the  New  York 
Avenue  ATethodist  Ej^iscopal  church  of  Brooklyn, 
of  which  he  is  a  trustee.  Upright  and  honorable  in 
all  things,  he  commands  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact  either 
in  business  or  social  life,  and  well  merits  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  uniformly  held. 

HENRY  KHRICHS. 

Henry  Ehrichs,  a  prominent  resident  nf  Alin- 
neola,  Nassau  county,  is  a  successful  merchant 
and  an  enterprising  citizen,  alive  at  all  times  to  the 
interests  of  his  community,  in  which  he  wields  a 
strong  and  salutary  hifluence.  He  was  bom 
March  2^,  1S58,  in  VVilliamsburgii,  Long  Ishunl. 
His  father,  Frederick  Ehrichs,  was  born  in  ])re- 
man,  (lermany,  and  came  to  the  I'nited  Slates. 
and  settled  at  Williamsburgh,  Long  Island,  short- 
ly after  the  Civil  war.  Tn  iSr/i  he  bought  a  gen- 
eral store  on  Uroadway,  and  conducted  it  .suct\'.s>- 
fully  for  twenty-five  years,  retiring  in  iSi^i.  11.' 
was  a  well  res])ecte(l  man,  and  exercised  a  strong 
infiuen.ce  in  local  and  neighborly mkI  affairs,  lie 
married  (  atherine  Dosher.  who  die<l  in  iXSS.  and 
he  survived  her  ten  vears,  (hinir  in  i^qS. 

Henry  Ehrichs  was  educated  in  the  ])nl>lio 
schools  in  Brooklyn.  While  yet  a  lad  he  found 
occupation  in  his  father'^;  st(n*e.  and  there  gaine<l 
an  insight  into  mercantile  affairs,  fn  18S1,  when 
somewhat  more  than  twenty-one  \ears  of  age,  1k' 
began  l)n>iness  on  his  own  account,  in  Iv'ist  New 
\'ork.  in  which  his  success  \\a-  gratifying,  fn 
TOOO  he  sold  his  establishment,  and  the  following 
\ear  he  located  in  Mine<>la,  and  e.stablished  a  i^en- 
eral  store.  His  beginning-  was  auspicious,  and  h\< 
j>atronage  has  steadily  increased,  and  he  is  nuni- 
])ered  among  successful  l)usiness  men  <>f  that  txT- 


tion  of  (he  couiUy.  His  character  is  ui 
and  he  enio>'s  the  confidence  of  the  < 
wlTich  wouhi  gladly  confer  upon  hi: 
favors  were  he  desirous  of  them.  \] 
was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Kichncr,  \^ 
1893.  He  afterward  married  Mrs.  G 
and  this  wife  has  one  son  Augustus  G 
Mr.  Ehrichs  has  one  daughter  living, 

THOMAS  H.  BACON. 

Thomas  H.  IJacon,  for  nearly  a  (p 
century  treasurer  and  general  manag 
Queens-Nas.sau  Agricultural  Society, 
capacity  he  infused  vitality  into  the  01 
anrl  made  its  intluence  far-reaching  tc 
perhaps  not  superficially  evident,  was  !x 
bush.  Long  Island,  April  8,  1844,  ^^c  .sc 
and  Helen  (Farmer)  ]>acon,  both  of  v 
to  this  country  from  lirighton,  England 
[[.  l^)acon  ac(piired  an  excellent  literar} 
in  the  luasnnis  Hall  Academy,  an  old 
institution  under  die  auspices  of  the 
formed  church  at  I'lathush,  and  in  Col 
lege.  Xew  York  city.  .Shortly  after  h 
tion  from  the  latter  named  institution  1 
a  position  in  die  r»ank  of  the  Conn 
Xew  N'ork  city,  where  he  remained 
teen  years,  and  being  an  incumbe 
office  ot'  teller  at  the  time  <^f  his  1 
in  iSj,^  lie  then  located  in  Roslyn.  L( 
where  he  contituied  to  reside  uiUil  t8<)3 
that  date  has  been  a  resident  of  the  bea 
village  ol*  lerich(»,  where  his  enterpris 
and  broad  pul)lic  spirit  have  been  imjx 
tors  in  the  growth  an<l  development  o 
inunit\.  lie  is  the  owner  of  a  valua 
winch  consists  ot"  one  hundred  and  ten  ac 
county,  and  b\  his  ])erseverance.  ind 
<'apable  nianigenient  has  attained  a  big) 
.^uccess  in  the  ai;riciiltin"al  litie. 

In  ])olitic-  Mr.  liacon  is  a  firm  su 
llie  principles  of  the  Democratic  ])art 
never  sought  tn-  held  public  office.  Era 
is  a.tllhaicd  with  the  Maxmic  order.  ; 
ligiou>  n\'mer-  he  is  an  attendaiU  at  tl 
<'f   l|c>|\    Trinitx    rhurch  at    llicksville. 
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on  his  mind,  the  health  of  Justice  Hawkins  stead- 
ily, declined.  He  attended,  however,  to  his  duties 
as  a  magistrate  until  within  two  weeks  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  at  his  home,  February  14, 
1902.  Three  days  later  the  funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Baldwin  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
the  pastor  of  which,  the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Price, 
preached  the  funeral  sermon.  The  interment  was 
at  the  Greentield  cemetery,  near  Hempstead 
^'illage. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  town  board  which 
was  held  after  the  death  of  Justice  Hawkins,  the 
event  was  announced,  and  suitable  action  taken, 
as  a  result  of  which  a  copy  of  the  following  paper 
was  forwarded  to  his  familv : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  town  board  of  the  town 
of  Hempstead,  held  on  Monday,  February  24, 
1902,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

IVhcreas.  Justice  William  M.  Hawkins,  a 
member  of  this  board,  died  on  Friday,  February 
14,  1902,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  we,  his  surviving  associates  in 
the  town  board  of  the  town  of  Hempstead,  express 
our  profound  sorrow  at  his  death.  Justice  Haw- 
kins, who  was  a  man  of  upright  character,  force 
and  ability,  has  served  with  faithful  zeal  as  a 
member  of  this  board.  He  merited  and  won 
I  heir  respect  and  affection,  no  less  by  his  kind, 
unassuming  demeanor  and  courtesy  than  by  his 
force  of  character  and  integrity,  and  w'e  feel  that 
ill  his  death  the  public  has  lost  a  valuable  official, 
and  we  a  personal  friend  :  and 

Rcsok'ed,  that  we  tender  our  sym])athy  to  the 
uKMiibers  of  his  famly  in  their  bereavement ;  and 

Resolved,  that  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and 
resolutions  be  forwarded  by  the  secretary  to  the 
family  of   justice  Hawkins:  and 

Resohrd,  that  this  board  now  adjourn  with- 
out tnnisacting  further  business. 

ALr.KRT    W.  SKA.M.W. 

Th.o  Seaman  family  is  amoiiir  ilie  oldest  known 
in  the  hislc»rv  (^f  Long  Island,  and,  through  all  its 
various  generations  down  t'j  the  ])rcscnt  day.  its 
members  have  been  prominent  in  every  honorable 
walk  in  life,  while  many  have  attained  great  dis- 
tinction. 

The  founder  of  the  fayniiy  was  Captain  John 
Seaman,  an  P'nglish  sailor,  who  ernne  with  his  six 


sons  to  Connecticut  in  1635.    In  1646  he  removed 
to  Long  Island,  and  built  the  first  house  on  the 
present  site  of  the  village  of  Jerusalem.    Captain 
John  Seaman  was  one  of  eight  colonists  who  ac- 
quired large  tracts  of  land  by  purchase  from  the 
Indians,  receiving  patents  in  confirmation  in  1660 
from  Governor  Kieft.    He  was  a  strong  character,  ^ 
and  an  eminentlv  iust  man,  and  he  was  a  final  arbi — 
ter  in  many  disputes  between  the  white  settlers  ancFr; 
the  Indians.    From  Richard,  his  fifth  son,  the  lin — 
eal  descent  is  though  Giles,  Jordan,  Zebu  Ion,  Ar    — 
don  and  Edward  H.  to  Albert  W.  Seaman.    Jor — 
dan  Seaman  was    prominent    in    the    affairs  omt] 
Queens  county,  being  at  one  time  county  judgc?'^ 
Ardon  Seaman,  a    grandson    of    Jordan,  was    3 
Friend  and  adhered  to  the  Hicksite  branch.     As 
such,  he  traveled  over  the  country  from  Long  Isl- 
and to  Ohio,  and  as  far  south  as  Maryland,  sj^eak- 
ing  at  the  I^riends'  meetings ;  he  was  liberal  in  his 
views,  and  consequently  was    a    favorite  of   the 
yiHing  people  of  the  Society. 

His  son,  Edward  H.  Seaman,  was  one  of  the 
most  active  and  influential  residents  of  old  Queens 
county  during  the  middle  part  of  the  past  century*. 
He  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  gave  his 
most  strenuous  eiTorts  to  upholding  his  principles 
aiul  he  wielded  a  potent  influence  in  political  af- 
fairs. He  was  a  free  soil  Democrat,  and  at  the 
s])lit  in  the  Democratic  party  in  1856  he  adhered 
to  the  free  soil  faction,  which  organized  the  Re- 
])ublican  narty,  being  one  of  the  first  thirteen  to 
vote  the  Republican  ticket  in  the  town  of  Hemp- 
stead. He  supported  the  Republican  ]>arty  from 
that  time  until  1S72.  He  was  always  in  favor  of  1 
tarift  for  revenue  only,  and  opposed  to  protection. « 

In  1872  he  went  as  a  delegate  to  the  national"  j 
conventitni  at  Cincinnati,  when  Greeley  capturec'T> 
the  convention  and  was  nominated,  but  refused  tc^  _ 
be  bound  bv  the  action  of  the  conventicm.  and  wa  .^ 
one  of  those  who.  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  conventioi"  m 
nominated  Charles  (^'Connor  for  president,  an 
snj)])(>rtc*{l  him  at  die  polls. 

In  relii^ion  he  was  a  Quaker,  but  this  did  nc     ^ 
j;revent  hini   from  attording  material  aid  to  tl»  t'= 
government  as  an  enrolling  officer:  although  nc  ^r 
>ubject  t«>  draft,  in  consec[uence  of  disabilitv,  he 
sent  a  siib-titule  to  the  armv.     Throucrh  his  ef- 
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forts    St  branch  of  the  sanitarv  coniniissiuu  was  or- 
gaiiii^«^*cl  in  his  TieiiJ;hlx)rhoocl,  through  which  large 
conti-i  l)utions  were  raised  for  the  army :  after  the 
draft     xiots  of  '63  he  assisted  in  organizing  a  home 
(iefens^e  and  became  one  of  its  members,  meeting 
ior  ro'g^ilar  drills.    He  was  a  progressive  farmer, 
and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Queens  Count) 
As^ioiiltural  Society,  now  known  as  the  Queens 
and    Nassau  County  Agricultural  Society,  being 
its  first  recording  secretary.    He  married  Martha 
Althaiise    Seaman,  daughter    of    l>enjaniin  Sea- 
man,  and   descended   in  a   direct   line    from   the 
same  immigrant  ancestor  with  himself  through 
another  son.     She  was  most  exemplay   woman, 
^f  a  charitable  disposition,  active  in  good  works 
among  the  diseased  and  poverty-stricken  of  old 
Queens  county,  and  for  many  years  prior  to  and 
at  her  death  was  a  member  of  the  Queens  town 
and  county  local  visiting  committee,  and  of  the 
Hempstead  conmiittee. 

Albert  W.  Seaman,  son  of  Kdward  H.  and 
AXartha  (Seaman)  Seaman,  was  born  at  the  fam- 
^'y  homestead  October  3,  185 1.    He  began  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  old  district  sch(K)l  in  the  town  of 
■'^^nipstead,  and  completed  his  course  at  Mans- 
^^W  Academy,  Brooklyn.    He  read  law  under  the 
P^eceptorship  of  Judge  William  H.  ( )nderdonk, 
V^^^  of  the  most  capable  lawyers  and  conscientious 
J^'Hsts  who  ever  graced  the  bar  and  bench   of 
-  — ^^^ens  cotmtv.     Mr.  Seaman  afterward  i)ursued 
iciwr  cQurse  at  the  Columbia  Law  School,  and  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  in   1879.     He  at 
*   pce  opened  his  office  at  No.  63  Wall  street,  Xew 
^     *~^^k  city,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  in  which 
.   ^   ^s  now  engaged.     His  professional  reputaticMi 
^*^  the  best,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  most 
"^ive  and  useful  members  of  the  metropolitan  bar. 
Air,  Seaman  makes  his  residence  in  the  village 
Jerusalem,  in  Nassau  count v,  and  his  home  is  on 
^c*ry  near  the  spot  where  his  immigrant  ances- 
^»  Captain  John  Seaman,  erected  his  iirst  cabin 
>y  J^^^  than  tw^o  and  a  half  centuries  ago.     Tn  1870 

h^'  Seaman  felled  on  the  place  an  old  a])plc  tree 

x>       ^^S  ^  known  age  of  two  hundred  and  eight 

:  ^^T"s,  and  the  wood  is  carefullv  preserved  in  var- 

^^^  forms   of   memento.      A    portion  of  it  was 

^^Ked  into  a  beautiful  frame  enclosing  a  copy  of 


John  Durand's  tine  engraved  portrait  of  William 
Cullen  Bryant,  with  a  stanza  of  that  j)oet's  poem 
on  ** Planting  the  Ai)ple  Tree,"  and  his  autograph, 
with  the  date,  April,  1872.  Mr.  Seaman  is  loyally 
devoted  to  this  town,  and  he  was  among  those  act- 
ive and  capable  men  through  w^iose  earnest  efforts 
the  nev/  county  (^f  Nassau  was  created.  Before 
he  had  obtained  his  majority  he  served  as  district 
clerk,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  to  office. 
His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic 
p.irtv  ;  he  has  frecpiently  been  a  delegate  to  its  im- 
portant conventions,  among  those  being  the  anti- 
^nap  county,  state  and  national  conventions,  at 
which  Grover  Cleveland  was  nominated  for  the 
^residency  in  1892.  In  religion  he  adheres  to  the 
(Quaker  faith,  that  of  manv  of  his  ancestors.  He 
is  an  enthusiastic  sailor,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
'\'natauit,  Connthian,  Un(|ua  and  South  Bay 
\'acht  Clubs. 

Mr.  Seaman  was  married  in  1881  to  Mary  A. 
Hopkins,  who  died  in  1898,  leaving  one  son,  Ed- 
win H.  Seaman.  !^Ir.  Seaman  was  subsequently 
married  to  Daisy  G.  Hatton,  daughter  of  Dr.  Jo- 
seph Hatton,  who  served  in  the  Confederate  army 
with  General  Cobb's  brigade  during  the  Civil  war. 
Her  great-grandfather  held  a  lieutenancy  in  the 
nnvy  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  her 
grandfather  was  a  captain  of  the  New  York  state 
artillerv  during  the  war  of  1812  with  Great 
]>ritain. 

HKNRV  M.  WILLIS. 

Henry  M.  Willis,  one  of  the  most  substantial 
residents  of  Long  Island,  whose  hcMue  is  in  East 
Wiiliston,  Nassau  county,  unite?  in  himself  the 
characteristics  li  two  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
families  on  the  island.  ( )n  the  ])aternal  side  he  is 
descended  from  John  Willis,  a  native  of  England, 
who  settled  near  where  is  now  the  village  of  Old 
Westbury,  I^ong  Island,  in  colonial  days.  The 
family,  through  its  various  generations  down  to 
the  ])rcsent  time,  have  held  a  high  reputation  for 
•  xemt^larv  and  thrift v  lives,  men  who  have  con- 
tributed  much  to  the  U]ibuilding  of  the  model  com- 
numity  and  the  making  of  the  best  tyj^e  of  the 
American  people.    On  the  maternal  side  he  is  de- 
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scended  from  John  Sands  (a  descendant  of  an 
archbishop  of  York),  whose  estates  were  confis- 
cated at  the  time  of  the  restoration  of  the  mon- 
archy, after  the  downfall  of  the  commonwealth 
under  Cromwell,  and  who  then  came  to  America. 
In  the  same  line  was  Captain  John  Sands,  of 
Sands  Point,  Lon^  Island,  who  performed  military 
service  during*  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  re- 
ceived the  commission  of  colonel  from  the  con- 
tinental congress. 

Henry  M.  Willis  w-as  born  September  17,  1848, 
on  the  farm  upon  which  he  has  lived  to  the  pres- 
ent day.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and  Jane  E. 
(Morrell)  Willis.  His  father  was  an  industrious 
farmer  and  a  man  of  excellent  character,  who  by 
example  and  friendly  assistance  contributed  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  community  in  many  enter- 
prises which  engage  the  attention  of  the  public 
spirited,  progressive  citizen.  The  mother  came 
from  an  equally  useful  and  well  esteemed  family. 
The  son,  Henry  M.  Willis,  began  his  education  in 
the  public  school  in  the  home  neighborhood,  and 
afterward  completed  a  course  in  the  Jamaica  high 
r»chool.  His  life  has  been  given  to  the  management 
of  his  farm,  a  beautiful  place  known  as  Orchard 
Hurst,  and  much  of  his  attention  has  been  given 
to  stock  iriterests,  a  feature  of  his  business  being 
the  caring  for  a  large  number  of  highly  bred 
horses  belonging  to  society  people  in  New  York 
city.  His  service  in  the  latter  respect  brought  him 
into  close  contact  with  many  of  the  best  pen|)lc  of 
the  metroj)olis,  and  his  ])lace  has  been  fre(|ucnllv 
visited  by  men  distingui'^hed  in  national  au'l  finan- 
cial atYairs.  Mr.  Willis  is  an  inventive  genius  of 
no  mean  ability,  and  has  invented  numerous  arti- 
cles which-  he  has  patented.  He  invented  and 
patented  a  cart  named  by  him  "The  East  Willis- 
ton  Runabout  Road  Cart,''  which  is  uni versa lly 
admitted  to  be  the  easiest  riding  cart  in  the  world, 
and  a  marvel  of  ingenuity,  utility  and  sini))li(Hty, 
He  erected  a  factory  and  niannfartured  a1)()iit  one 
thon^^and  of  these  vehicle^,  for  which  he  fxiind  a 
readv^sale  not  only  in  tlii^  conntrv  but  in  luu'one 
and  South  America.  Tie  then  sold  the  i):itenl  for 
a  considerable  sum.  1  le  has  invented  a  ])\^)c  wlii'di 
he  has  patented  in  all  the  C'lnntries  of  th(^  world 
and  which  is  ])rc)nonnced  the  acme  of  cleanliness 


and  perfection.  His  *'twin  screw^  hairpin"  is  an- 
other product  of  his  fertile  brain,  which  will  revo- 
lutionize the  entire  hairpin  trade.  Among  other 
numerous  inventions  ar(?  a  potato  digger,  a  con- 
trivance for  opening  and  shutting  gates  while  in 
a  wagon,  a  model  invention  for  a  poultry  house, 
and  self-closing  adjustments  for  gates  and  doors. 
His  farm  is  equipped  with  some  of  his  inventions, 
and  is  indeed  a  model  farm. 

Mr.  Willis  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine  E. 
.Silliman  of  Vineland,  New  Jersev,  a  niece  of  the 
eminent  jurist.  Judge  Silliman  of  Brooklyn.  Her 
maternal  grandfather  was  the  builder  of  the  old 
Ignited  States  man-of-war  Constitution,  immor- 
talized bv  her  glorious  historv  and  bv  the  thrill- 
ing  poem,  "A\e,  tear  her  tattered  ensign  down,'^ 
written  by  Oliver  Wendall  Holmes,  when  her 
breaking-up  was  ordered,  a  fate  which  she  escaped 
through  the  popular  indignation  aroused  by  tlie 
verses.  Mrs.  Willis  is  an  artist  of  considerable 
promise,  and  her  beautiful  home  contains  a  num- 
ber of  large  oil  paintings  which  are  the  work  of  her 
liand.  Mr.  Willis  lives  a  quiet  home  life,  but 
dwells  in  happiness  and  contentment,  and  enjoys 
the  esteem  of  the  entire  community,  to  whom  he 
is  endeared  tiirough  his  many  good  qualities  and 
his  kindness  of  heart.    . 

T.  TYLER    W^\TTS. 

J.  Tyler  Watts,  of  Jamaica,  is  not  only  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  business  men  of  that 
stirring  place,  but  he  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  promoting  ])ublic  interests  and  in  conducing  to 
the  lasting  benetu  of  the  community.  In  all  these 
activities  he  continues  with  his  previous  vigor  and 
enthusiasm. 

Mr.  Watis  was  burn  March  23,  1843.  near  Fa 
Rockawny.  Long  Island.    His  parents  were  Will 
iani  and  Siisan  ('l\\ler)  Watts,    l^he  father,  a  soi 
of  J'»scT)li  \\'atts,  horn  on  Long  Island,  and  knowi 
as  the  owner  of  Wall's  Mill,  was  l)orn  (»n  the  ol» 
homeslead.  <md  was  a  blacksmith  by  occupatioi 
his  dentb  occurred   March  5,  1884.     The  ni(»tln 
w.'.s  a  nnti\e  of  ()neens  county,  daughler  of   ]f 
^enh  Tvler.  a  native  of  I^^ngland.  who  selll*-d  ; 
I^ar  ]\ocka\. av.  on   what  is  known  as  the  TvN 
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lie  is  vet  liviusj  at  the  faniilv  lioinestead  at 
iirgli,  near  Far  RockaAvay.  at  the  ad- 
age of  eighty-eight  years, 
son  and  only  child.  J.  Tyler  Watts,  hegan 
ation  in  the  pnhlic  sch(K)ls,  and  c()m])leted 
ion  Hall  Academy,  Jamaica,  and  his  first 
lent  after  leaving  school  was  in  the  sioro 
iman  &  \  an  Zandt.  in  the  same  place,  in 
hen  nineteen  years  of  age.  he  shipped  on 
le  I'nited  States  steamer  Sonoma,  under 

Wilkes,  and  for  a  vear  he  cruised  in  the 
dies.  lH)r  two  years  afterward  he  was  en- 
1  the  oil  fields  of  IVnnsvlvania,  servini^  a 
he  time  as  assistant  superintendent  U)V  an 
•any.  The  hnsiness  i)rove(l  disai)])()inting. 
etiirned  te)  Jamaica,  and  took  employnieiU 
T.  Lewis,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
ars.  meantime  learning  the  tinner'^  trade. 
idoned  this  pursuit  to  engage  in  civil  en- 
g  under  E.  W.  C'onklin,  and  was  so  occu- 
seven  years,  during  that  time  assisting  in 
a  new  and  complete  survey  of  the  town. 

he  opened  an  insurance  oftici*,  and  at  a 
/  he  also  took  up  real  estate  transactions. 
laved  marked  ahility  in  hoth  these  lines 
ess,  and  placed  them  in  the  front  rank  of 
erprises,  making  them  second  to  none  on 
land.  His  i)eculiar  qualifications  for  iii- 
concerns  foinid  signal  recognition  by  lead- 
:rwriters — the  Royal  Insurance  Company 
pool.  England,  the  Hartford  hire  Insur- 
mpany  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  antl  the 
cial  I'nion  .Assurance  Company  of  Lon- 
hich  called  him  to  the  ])osition  of  special 
The  duties  of  this  position  devolved  upc^i 
uich  labor  and  such  fretjuenl  absence  from 
e  that  finally  he  transferre<l  hi>  local  in- 
and  real  estate  business  to  his  >ons.  James 

and  Ceorge  Tyler  Watts.  These  were 
men  of  excellent  cjualificalions,  an<l, 
up  in  intimate  association  with  their  fa- 
y  have  proven  worthy  succe^^or^  to  him. 
.*  maintained  for  their  bu^ine^^  in  fullest 
le  high  ]:)reslige  it  bore  when  it  was  com- 
)  their  hands.  The  insurance  de]>artment. 
ular,  i.s  re])orted  to  be  the  nvxX  extensive 
ss'on  long  Island. 


]\lr.  Watts  has  long  been  identified  with  the 
public  and  commercial  life  of  the  village.  He  is 
trustee  and  the  second  vice-president  of  the  Ja- 
maica Savings  Hank.  For  fourteen  years  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  Jamaica  Gas  Works,  retir- 
ing in  i8c)4.  l'\)r  eighteen  years  he  rendered  faith- 
fid  and  able  service  to  the  commtinitv  as  a  member 
of  the  lioard  of  trustees,  and  for  eight  years  of  this 
time  in  the  position  of  ])resident  of  that  body;  he 
ie*^ii:ii<'d  in  the  spring  of  1895,  declining  to  serve 
longer.  While  ever  an  ardent  Rei)ublican,  and 
elect e<l  as  a  representative  of  that  party,  he  was 
chosen  to  the  board  ihrough  re])eated  re-elections 
at  which  lu-  received  the  suj)])ort  of  many  polit- 
ical oi)])onents,  drawn  to  him  through  ])ersonal  re- 
j^ard  atid  confidence  in  his  abilitv  and  integritv  as 
a  ])nblic  official.  He  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the 
.Mediodist  Ei)isco])al  church.  His  fraternal  affili- 
ations are  with  the  Masonic  order,  and  he  is  a  trus- 
tee of  hi-  lodge  and  the  chairman  of  its  btiilding 
committee.  In  all  his  various  business  occupa- 
tions and  relations,  he  has  ever  enjoyed  high  rep- 
utation for  abilitv  and  strictly  honorable  conduct. 
In  his  per.sonal  life  he  commands  the  esteem  of  the 
community,  'uid  the  generosity  of  his  nature  finds 
exhibition  in  many  liberal  but  modest  benevo- 
lences. 

(  Viober  .1,  iS^>6,  Mr.  Watts  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Xancy  Dawson,  a  member  of  an 
r'xcellent  Pennsylvania  family.  Their  children  are 
fames  Fietcher  and  Ceorge  Tyl<^*r  Watts,  both  of 
whom  are  engaged  in  business  with  their  father, 
r«s  ])revi(msly  mentioned.  Uoth  .sons  are  married, 
and  both  reside  in  pleasant  homes  on  Ilergen  ave- 
nue :  the  elder  is  the  father  of  two  children,  and 
the  .ouncrer  of  one  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  f.  Tvler 
\\  atts  oc'upy  a  handsome  residence  on  Ijiion 
avenue. 

P»EATS()X  JOHX  HELL. 

r»e'ttson  J.  iJell,  proj-^rietor  of  Bell's  Homeo- 
l)athic  Pharmacv  of  New  York  citv,  was  born  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.  July  6,  184T,  son  of  the  Rev. 
John  and  Mary  (  11  eat  son  )  T.ell.  The  family  came 
lo  this  countrv  from  Scotland  in  i8so.  the  Rev. 
J(»hn  licll  becoming  the  manager  of  the  Htidson 
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River  Institute  at  Claverack,  Xcw  York,  where 
he  became  well  known  as  an  eminent  and  success- 
ful educator.  After  remaininj^  there  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  assumed  charge  of  the  Champlain 
Academy,  Xew  York,  and  subseciuently  trans- 
ferred his  attention  to  the  I'jrooklyn  Heights  In- 
stitute in  Brooklyn,  Xew  York,  where  the  family 
resided  from  i86r.  The  Rev.  ^Ir.  1  Jell's  family 
consisted  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  His 
death  occurred  in  i^7^.  and  that  of  his  wife  a  few 
months  later. 

Beatson  J.  Hell  acquired  his  literary  education 
at  the  various  schools  of  which  his  father  was 
cither  proprietor  or  manager,  and  graduated  from 
the  Cham]ilain  Academy.  During  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  he  served  two  years  in  the  United  States 
navy,  being  assigned  to  duty  on  the  steamshi]) 
Vanderbilt.  In  1863,  upon  his  return  to  Xew 
Y^)rk,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Bennett  1  brothers, 
of  Little  Falls.  Xew^  York,  druggists,  and  later  be- 
came manager  of  the  Humphrey  Medicine  House. 
He  remained  with  this  comi)any  for  several  years, 
and  during  this  period  ])ursued  the  study  of  home- 
opathy, in  the  efhcacy  of  which  he  firmly  believed, 
and  in  which  branch  of  medical  science  he  soon 
became  so  ])roficient  that  he  established  a  business 
on  his  own  account  at  3  \'esey  street,  Xew  York 
city,  w^here  he  manufactures  and  deals  in  all  home- 
opathic medicines  and  supplies.  He  is  also  ])ro- 
prietor  of  a  line  of  homeopathic  specialities,  spe- 
cific, etc.  7  hese  specifics  are  not  intended  as  cure- 
alls,  or  to  take  the  place  of  the  physician,  but  for 
use  in  the  family,  in  emergencies  and  common  ail- 
ments, (n  such  instances  these  s])ecifics  have 
])rove'l  of  incalculable  value.  The  list  contains 
remedies  fnr  the  ordinary  ailments  liable  to  occur 
in  the  family,  each  bottle  being  ])lainly  labeled  with 
the  n'inie  (">(  the  disease  and  with  full  directions 
for  use,  so  that  all  doubt  is  dis])elled  and  no  time 
lost.  Mr.  Hell  al.^o  manufactures  the  remedies 
known  as  liell's  X'eterinary  Si)ecihcs  for  tlie  cure 
of  nil  diseases  of  horses,  cattle,  dogs,  sheep,  hog-; 
arrl  ponll^'v.  used  by  stock  owners  generally  and 
with  p:rfeci  >uccess.  His  j^reparation  for  hem- 
orH^^id^  (  pile^)— both  ointment  and  pills — has 
bc'Ti  'Ml  the  market  for  many  years.  an<l  stands  un- 
rivaled as  a  promi)t  and  sure  cure  for  that  distress- 
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ing  complaint.     Jle  has  written   several  lxx>ks,^ 
"Bell's  Ciuide  to  Homeopathy/'  which  should  b 
at  hand  in  every  family  and  will  save  time  anC 
much  suffering,  "Bell's  Veterinary  Hand-Book"^ 
and  "Bell's  Pouhry  Doctor."     These  books  ar 
sent  free  on  application. 

In  his  )x)litical  affiliations  Mr.  Bell  is  a  stroni^ 
advocate  and  sii])porter  of  the  principles  of  the  R^z> 
publican  party,  and  in  his  social  relations  is  a  mer^j 
her  of  the  Lincoln  Club  of  BrocJclyn,  and  long-  r. 
member  oi  the  Amaranth  Dramatic  Society.    Mr. 
Bell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  .\.-^ 
Hunt,  a  daughter  of  George  W.  Hunt,  deceased. 
formerh'  the  head  of  the  Lafavette  Fire  Insurance 

IT 

(_'ompan\'  of  Brooklyn,  and  one  of  the  old  Brook- 
lynites.  Their  children  are:  George  B.,  con- 
nected with  the  Leo  Alexander  Exporting  Com- 
pany  of  New  York ;  Walter  L,  an  architect  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  McGrath,  the  well  known  con — 
tractor  of  New  York;  Cora  E.,  wife  of  Davicfj 
Daughty.  of  Queens,  Long  Island;  Gussie  Ff.. 
wife  of  S.  A.  Van  Allen,  of  Jamaica,  the  exper-3 
rifle  shot ;  and  Edith  T\  Bell,  unmarried. 

W.  L.  BOYCE. 


One  of  the  most  beautiful  old  residences  If  y^ 
cated  on  Long  Island  is  the  home  of  our  subje^^^  ect, 
W.  L.  I)Oyce.   His  well  cultivated  farm  lands,  on 

which  this  fine  old  house  is  situated,  covers  an  2iW  rea 
r>f  seventy  acres  on  hills  back  of  Oyster  Bay,  Lcr — >%ig 
Island.  The  house  was  erected  over  one  hund^ — x~<d 
\'ear.'.  ag<^,  Init  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  j_^  -^^twI 
bcautifictl  b\  its  present  owner  until  its  arti  a==^tic 
interior  decorations  and    furnishings  make  L-    '■fe  a 

"■  his 
hi< 
irn 


'.eritable  model  of  the  ideallv  modern  home.  ' 
])roperty  has  descended  to  our  subject  from 
grandfather,  John  Ludlani,  fonncrly  a  well  kn 
merchant  of  X'ew  ^'ork  city,  w4io  purchased 
same  and  there  took  up  his  residence  in  the  s 
year,  1820.   '['he  father  of  oiu*  subject  died  be/< 
he  reached  the  prime  of  life.    The  family  is 
Knglish    i^rigin,  and    its   descendants   have  e 
l)een  well  tlunight  of :  in  fact  it  deserves  its  pla — — 
in  line  with  the  oldest  and  best  families  of  Lo] 
Island. 

Our  snbjtcl.  A\*.  L.  Boyce,  like  his  father,  w*-^    ^ 
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Iwrn  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  received 
bis  education  in  the  public  scliools.    At  the  ag;e  of 
seventeen  vears  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  hosierv 
department  of  Messrs.  P>arker  &  Lee,  and  later  en- 
gaged with  John  J.  Hinchman  in  the  same  line. 
At  present  and  for  the  ])ast  twenty-two  years  he 
has  been  connected  with  Messrs.  TelTt.  Weller  & 
I 'o.,  wholesale  dry  gocxls  merchants,  now  beinj;^ 
ijie  biner  and  mana|;^er  (^f  their  h«)siery  depart- 
ment. He  lives  near  ( )ysier  Hay,   spending  but 
fwo  months  of  the  winter  season   in    I)r(X>klvn. 
ITe  is  a  niemlxT  (»f  the  I'nion  League  (!lub  of 
^i"cx>klyn  and  also  of  the  Merchants'  Association 
<^»f    N^ew  York. 

His  marriage  to  ^liss  Clara  ('.  Drincker, 
<  laughter  of  William  M.  Drincker,  an  old  New 
VorJc  lawyer,  was  celebrated  on  December  14, 
18^^.  Five  children  were  the  result  of  the  union, 
^hrec  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  lulward 
C.,   T^lorence  A.  and  Harrison  H. 

FRANKLIX    A.  C()LKS. 

^\'e  now  direct  attention  brietly  to  the  career 

*^^<1     g^enealogy  of  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Long 

isla.T-i<l  who  stands  as  a  representative  member  of 

•"'"^c  l:>ar  of  the  national  metropolis  and  as  a  member 

P*   ^     family  wdiich  has  been  long  aurl  prominently 

'^^^^tiiiicd  with  the  annals  of  American  historv. 

"^   name  has  also  been  one  of  pn^minence  in  con- 

J^^cfii^Q  with  the  development    and    progress  of 

^^^3^  Island,  for  here  the  original  representative 

^^c  name  settled  about  the  middle  of  the  scven- 

J^^'^tih  centurv.     Franklin  A.  Coles  was  born  in 

■^*^Ticove,  Nassau  county.  Long  Island,  being  the 

,.^^    of  Isaac  and  ^lary  (Willits)  Coles,  of  whoso 

^^^    children  three  arc  living  at  the  present  time. 

^^^c  Coles  was  !K>rn  in  the  same  town,  on  the  7th 

Jnnuary,  1817,  and  here  passed  his  entire  life. 

^^'^iiig  maintained  a  high  position  in  the  respect 

^^     esteem  of  the  community  and  having  been 

-    ^^"iiinent  in  business  and  public  afi'airs.    He  was 

^   ^  number  of  years  engaged  in  mercantile  ])ur- 

"l^^^s  in  his  native  village  and  thereafter  followed 

^  profession  of  civil  engineer  until  his  advanced 

*  ^^   led  to  his  retirement  from  active  duties.     In 

*ilics  he  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig,  but 


upi>n  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
iransferretl  his  allegiance  to  this  stronger  candi- 
date for  j^ublic  support  and  was  ever  after  a  stanch 
advocate  of  its  principles  and  policies.  In  1862 
he  re})resente(l  his  district  in  the  legislature  of  the 
state,  and  he  also  served  in  other  offices  of  local 
trust.  His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  So- 
ciety of  rViends,  of  which  he  is  a  birth-right  mem- 
ber. I'he  ancestors  of  his  wife  were  likewise  earlv 
settlers  in  Long  Island,  having  located  at  Jericho 
about  die  year  U>85. 

The  lineage  of  the  Coles  familv  in  America 
g(X\s  bock  to  Rolx^rt  Coles,  whi>  emigrated  from 
England  about  1630  and  established  his  home  in 
Providence  Plantation,  as  the  present  state  of 
Rhotie  Island  was  then  designated.  His  son  Dan- 
iel came  to  Long  Island  in' 1668  and  established  his 
home  in  Moscpiito  Cove,  now  Glcncove,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  of  the  eighth  generation 
of  the  family  in  this  section  of  the  Island.  His 
grandfather  was  Thomas  Coles,  who  was  born 
here  in  the  year  1782,  and  who  here  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  tuitil  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy-seven  years.  He 
married  Amelia  Hewlett,  who  was  born  in  Suffolk 
county.  Long  Island,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eij^ht  children,  of  whom  but  one  survives. 
rhoma>  Coles  was  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Kezia 
(  Whiison  )  Coles,  both  of  w  hom  ])assed  their  lives 
in  this  section  of  the  Island. 

I'ranklin  A.  Coles  received  his  preliminary  ed- 
ucational (liscii)line  in  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive village,  later  becoming  a  student  in  the 
i'riend>  Academy  at  LcK'ust  X'alley,  where  he  w^as 
])rej)arcd  for  Cornell  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1884, 
receiving  his  bachelor's  degree.  Thereafter  he 
was  for  a  time  a  successfid  teacher  in  the  schcx^ls 
of  Long  Island  and  of  Philadel])hia,  wdiere  he 
eveiUUrilly  began  >vork  of  preparing  himself  for 
his  chosen  profession  by  entering  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  I'niversity  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
graduated  here  in  the  year  1888,  being  at  once  ad- 
admittrd  to  the  bar  of  the  Keystone  state,  while  in 
iS<>()  he  secured  admission  to  the  bar  of  his  native 
state,  forthwith  establishing  himself  in  practice  in 
New  York  city,  where  his  professional  novitiate 
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was  jT^ratifyini^  and  where  he  now  has  an  excellent 
j)ractire  of  general  order.  His  intellectual  capac- 
ity and  his  well  defined  knowledge  of  the  science 
of  jurisprudence  make  him  signally  efficient  as  an 
attorney  and  counselor.  His  offices  are  located  at 
T50  Nassau  street,  and  he  still  maintains  his  home 
in  his  native  and  ancestral  village  of  Glencove, 
Long  Island.  Realizing  that  the  law  is  a  jealous 
mistress,  he  has  given  to  it  his  undivided  attention 
and  has  never  as])ire<l  to  ])olitical  preferment, 
though  ho  has  given  an  uncjualified  supj^ort  to  the 
Repuljlican  j^arty.  He  is  a  member  of  the  bar  as- 
sociations of  Nassau  and  Oueens  counties  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  his  ])rofessional  confreres. 
Mr.  Coles  has  maintained  a  vital  interest  in  all 
that  concerns  the  advancement  of  the  material  and 
civic  i)rosperity  01  ( ilencove  and  has  been  ])artic- 
ularly  active  in  the  j^romotion  of  kK^al  educational 
interests.  It  is  in  a  large  degree  due  to  his  zealous 
efforts  that  the  high  school  and  Regents'  School 
were  established  and  have  ])een  placed  on  so  high 
a  plane  of  efliciency.  He  is  also  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  (Ilencove  Public  Library, 
which  likewise  owes  much  to  his  deep  interest  in 
its  growth  and  influence.  Mr.  Coles  is  not  mar- 
ried. 

KRXI'.ST  C  MCXCKE. 

I^>nest  C  ^funckc.  ]u*ominent  and  ])r()sj)erous 
!)nsiness  man  of  Tlem])stead.  was  born  in  Gcr- 
many.  ^larch  ir.  \^(}(k  tlie  son  of  Charles  and 
AX'illielniina  Muncke.  Althc)ngh  leaving  Germany 
at  fifteen  ^  ear^  of  age  he  liaij  already  ac(|uire(l  a 
good  ediie.'Uion  and  was  exceptional!)  well 
e«|nip])ed  to  ])ro.seente  his  fortune  in  America. 
Soon  after  lii^  arrival  be  found  employment  in 
r)UtTal(\  New  \"»)rk.  starting  life  for  himself  in  a 
machine  sliop.  l)ut  al»andoning  this  he  worked  at 
virions  oe''n])at'(.ii>  until  iSS.^,  when  he  vi>ited 
(lermrniy.  Ritm-ning.  lie  aiiain  \i>ite<l  his  native 
land  in  iSS;.  ;is  als(.  in  iSM().  l'p«»n  lii.s  last  relnrn 
Ik- o])ened  n  grceerv  -lore  in  \a\M  Xew  ^^•rk.  \ 
few  year>  later  in  iS-).";  he  eni^.'ii^ed  in  the  biitelier 
])Usiness  in  janKu'ci.  e«  •ntiiniing  tlii>  for  two  years. 
Tn  iSo/)heonee  more  visited  I'liirope.  and,  return- 
ing, opened  a   wliolr^ale   llour  and    iced   store   in 


East  New  York.  Subsequently  selling  out,  he  es- 
tablishexl  his  j^resent  grocery  and  provision  busi- 
ness at  Hempstead,  which  has  rapidly  grown  to 
large  and  commanding  proportions. 

While  residing  in  East  New  York  Mr.  Muncke 
was  a  trustee  of  St.  John's  Lutheran  church.  He 
was  also  president  of  Concordia  Singing  Society 
of  East  New  York.  At  Hempstead,  he  is  first  as- 
sistant engineer  of  the  Heiupstead  volunteer  fire 
department,  a  member  of  the  Hempstead  Ijicycle 
Club,  and  of  the  Merchants  Protective  As.'^ocia- 
tion. 

In  November.  1887,  he  was  married  to  Carrie 
Pireitenback.    They  have  one  daughter,  Luhi. 

In  T()or  he  was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  village 
He  was  one  of  the  ])arties  that  got  the  trolley  line 
to  Hempstead  and  brought  about  the  purchase 
of  the  water  plant  for  the  village. 

GEORGE  D.  REATTYS. 

George  D.  P>eattys,  who  resides  in  P>rooklyn 
and  engages  in  the  practice  of  law  in  New  York 
city,  wdth  offices  at  29  Liberty  street,  has  always 
been  a  resident  of  the  Empire  state,  his  birtli  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Poughkeepsie  on  the  20th  (^f  July. 
iSfy2.     Plis  father,  George  H.  Beattys.  was  bom 
in  C()\inecticut.  and  throughout  nnich  of  his  busi- 
ness career  engaged  in  the  publication  (»f  b(K)ks. 
He  took  an  active  and  influential  part  in  church 
work  and  for  years  served  as  a  trustee  in  the  New- 
York  Avenue  ATethodist  church  of  Brooklyn.     He 
was  also  active  in  political  circles  and  did  every- 
thing m  hi*;  ])ower  to  ])ronKUe  the  growth   and 
success  of  the  party  with  which  he  was  itleiUihed. 
For  nine  successive  years  he  served  as  ])re.sident 
of  the  board  of  su])ervisors  of  Dutchess  coimtv. 
New  'N'ork,  an<l  probably  had  as  wide  an  accjiiaint— 
cUice  among  ])oliticians  in  the  hjnpire  state  as  an}" 
(tiler  man.     lie  married  Mary  E.  Davis,  who  rep — 
res(nte<l  .'ui  oUi   family    of    AW'stohester  c« mntv    - 
members  of  winch  were  very  active  in  the  Kevolii  — 
tionary  war,  loyallx'  aiding  in  the  cau>e  ^^i  inde    — 
])en(lence.     Mr.  i'eattxs  died  in  i8t;«^,  but  his  wid    — 
ow  sti'l  .-urvives  him.     In  their  family  wore  sir*-^ 
children,  of  whom   four  are  yet    living,  namely 
l''rank  J).,  Gcorue  1).,  I  Fenrv  II.,  and  Mav  H. 
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is  an  architect ;  Arthur  T. ;  Charles  R. :  Agnes  H., 
the  wife  of  J.  C.  Brown  :  and  Francis  L. 

In  the  puhhc  schools  of  Brooklyn,  ]\Ir.  Hewlett 
of  this  review  began  his  education,  which  was 
continued  in  the  Polytechnic  Institute.  He  en- 
tered  upon  his  business  career  in  his  father's  house 
and  upon  the  death  of  the  father  the  firm  of  Hew- 
lett &  Lee  was  formed  and  still  continues  business, 
along  the  old  line  of  importing  teas  and  other 
goods  from  India,  doing  quite  an  extensive  com- 
mission business.  Mr.  Hewlett  resides  at  Rock- 
Hall,  the  ancestral  home  of  the  familv  and  is 
a  prominent  and  influential  resident  of  the  village 
of  I,awrence,  for  which  he  is  serving  as  trustee. 
He  is  very  prominent  in  social  circles  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Rockaway  Hunting  Club,  the 
Hamilton  Club  of  Brooklyn,  the  Crescent  Athletic 
Club  and  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution. 

JOHN  J.  RANDALL. 

John  J.  Randall  is  a  practical,  generous,  broad 
minded  business  man  of  Frecport,  Long  Island 
where  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
citizens,  who  recognize  in  him  one  who  is  always 
willing  and  ready  to  advance  any  movement  that 
is  started  having  for  its  object  the  welfare  and 
improvement  of  the  town.  Jehial  W.  Ran- 
dall, his  father,  was  born  in  Suflfolk  county. 
Long  Island,  where  his  entire  life  was  spent. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  devoted 
his  time  mainly  to  the  production  of  garden 
truck.  He  was  a  public  spirted  citizen  and 
gave  his  hearty  support  to  all  worthy  affairs :  he 
was  elected  to  the  offices  of  assessor  and  constable 
by  the  Democratic  party,  and  dischar<:rcd  the  du- 
lios  of  the  positions  with  zeal  and  efficiency.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Marietta  Morehouse, 
who  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Morehouse,  and  eight  children 
were  born  to  them,  five  of  whom  are  still  Hying. 
Mr.  Ranflall  died  in  i<S79,  survived  l)y  his  widow, 
who  ])assed  away  in  May,  1902,  having  attained 
tlie  aire  of  eighty-eight  years. 

John  1.  Randall  was  born  in  Suffolk  count  v  in 
1845.  He  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  district 
school  during  his  early  youth,  and  subse(|ucntly 
pursued  a  course  of  instruction  in  the  schools  of 


Port  Jefferson,  Long  Island.  He  was  rear 
his  father's  farm  until  he  reached  the -age  c 
teen  years,  when  he  went  to  sea,  making  s- 
trips.  1^'inding  that  this  mode  of  life  was  no 
genial  to  his  taste,  he  returned  to  Brooklv 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter.  After  bec( 
master  of  all  the  details  of  this  business,  1 
gaged  in  the  building  business,'taking  with  Y 
a  partner  Stephen  M.  Randall,  his  brother.  1 
the  name  of  Randall  Brothers,  they  carried 
very  successful  business,  taking  many  larg< 
tracts,  one  of  the  first  being  the  erection  < 
county  buildings  of  Suflfolk  county  at  Yap 
Long  Island. 

After  ten  years  of  close  application  tc 
large  business  Mr.  Randall's  health  failed  a 
decided  to  return  to  the  quiet  and  beiicfici: 
that  living  in  the  country  aflfords,  and  wit 
thought  in  mind  he  purchased  a  splendid  fa 
two  hundred  acres  adjoining  his  father*s  farr 
Yaphank,  Long  Island,  on  which  he  cngage< 
cessfully  111  truck  gardening.  After  four  ye; 
this  farm  Mr.  Randall  regained  his  liealtl* 
became  anxious  for  the  busy  life  that  the  ci 
fords,  he  therefore  exchanged  his  farm  fo 
])ropcrty  and  engaged  in  speculative  bui 
which,  owing  to  changed  conditions,  had  b< 
more  profitable  than  his  former  line  of  contra 
He  subsequently  formed  a  ])artnership  wii 
brother-in-law,  WiUiam  G.  Miller^  under  th 
name  of  Randall  &  ^Miller,  and  this  firm  i 
extensively  engaged  in  building  operatio 
(jreater  Xew  York  and  nearly  all  parts  of 
Island,  and  many  substantial  and  artistic  s 
ures  both  for  mercantile  and  residence  pui 
testify  to  the  ability  of  this  firm  in  this  dire 

In  188s  Mr.  Randall  erected  a  country 
for  biinsolf  and  his  family  at  Freeport,  Lon 
and,  from  which  he  goes  daily  to  his  busin 
the  city,  lie  soon  became  interested  in  it; 
fare  and  recognized  the  fact  that  if  it  was  pn 
developed  it  would  become,  as  it  has.  one  < 
nio^t  attractive  \illages  on  Long  Island;  s( 
cccding  along  the  line  of  well  matured  ]>h 
pnrchaserl  several  farms  adjacent  to  one  ai 
and  by  the  laying  out  of  streets,  |)lanting  tre< 
slirubbcrv,  building-  neat  and  comfortable  h 
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transformed  the  section  in  which  he  made  these 
improvements  into  the  popular  and  well  inhabited 
Randall  Park.  And  to  add  still  further  to  its  at- 
tractions, Mr.  Randall  has  lately  built  for  himself 
an  elci>ant  new  home,  calling  it  Woodbine,  which 
with  the  beautiful  and  w^ell  arranged  grounds  sur- 
rounding It  is  noted  for  its  beauty  and  is  a  source 
of  attraction  at  all  times. 

In  I  >88  the  firm  of  Randall  anil  Miller  Ixmght 
a  large  section  known  as  Woodcleft,  LVecport, 
which  comprised  <^overal  farms,  in  all  alx)Ut  four 
hundred  acres,  lying  Ix^tween  the  Merrick  road 
and  the  bay.  This  section  they  have  marvelously 
developed  by  laying  out  streets,  building  at  their 
own  expense  a  deep  and  naviixable  waterway, 
docks,  hotels,  loathing  pavilions,  etc..  thus  making 
it  a  very  popular  summer  resort  f(>r  all  who  appre- 
ciate and  enjoy  such  privileges  as  this  beautiful 
section  of  the  village  affords.  The  improvements 
made  in  this  section  bv  this  firm  have  bad  more  to 
do  with  the  remarkable  growth  of  the  village  of 
j'Yceport  than  any  other  thing  that  has  been  done 
in  its  history. 

In  order  that  the  village  in  which  he  takes  such 
decf)  interest  might  be  synunetrically  developed 
Mr.  Randafl  organized  a  coni|)any  known  as  the 
Free|K>rt  Land  (Company,  and  this  com|)any.  of 
which  he  has  been  the  president  since  its  inc<>rpora- 
tion.  has  purchased  nearly  all  of  the  remaining 
farms  in  the  uestern  part  of  the  village.  The 
touch  of  his  master  hand  is  very  clear] v  seen  in  the 
skillful  and  successful  development  of  the  com- 
pany's ])roperty.  He  was  instrumental  in  having 
the  village  incorporated  and  in  installing  the  splen- 
did water  anrl  electric  light  i)lant,  which  is  owned 
by  the  village,  and  of  which  the  citizens  are  justly 
proud-  Keenly  alive  to  the  value  and  benefit^  r^f 
ir«X)d  educational  facilities,  Mr.  Randall  exerte<l 
his  infiuencf  tcj  have  erected  a  school  building  thai 
should  be  in  keeping  with  the  other  attractions  of 
the  village,  and  as  a  result  of  his  elTrirts  in  this 
direction  we  find  in  the  Free])ort  high  school,  with 
its  twenty-five  commodious  rooms,  attractive 
ivrounds  and  excellent  corps  of  teacher^,  such  an 
jn-^titution  as  any  one  may  well  feel  i^ratified  in 
having  in  the  vicinity. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1892  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, recognizing  the  fact  that  the  growth  of  the 
village  depended  on  its  having  proper  banking 
facilities,  at  once  considted  wfth  some  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens,  who  joined  with  him  in  organizing 
the  Freeport  P>ank.  In  recognition  of  his  integrity 
and  business  ability  he  was  elected  president  of 
the  institution,  which  position  he  successfully 
fills,  which  is  evidenced  by  the  continual  prosperity 
of  the  bank.  And  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to 
observe  that  while  Mr.  Randall  is  at  all  times  de- 
sirous of  making  a  success  of  the  many  business 
enterprises  in  which  he  is  engaged,  vet  we  find 
him  deeply  interested  in  the  moral  and  social  de- 
velopment of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  this  interest 
i<  manifested  hy  the  fact  that  he  contributed 
largely  t(^  the  erection  of  the  Freeport  Methodist 
J'l)iscopal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee  and  in 
whose  comnuuiion  he  and  his  family  are  honored 
members.  While  this  is  the  church  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dnlTs  choice.  >ei  he  has  always  been  willing  to  re- 
s])on(l  when  the  other  churches  in  the  village  have 
i^iven  him  an  opportunity  to  show  his  generous 
spirit.  And  in  the  erection  of  the  handsome  honie 
01  the  l'>eeport  Club,  and  the  organization  of  the 
l'reeiK)rt  (iolf  Club,  with  its  nicelv  located  club 
house  and  its  much  admired  golf  grounds,  Mr. 
Randall  fully  demonstrated  the  fact  that  while  not 
having  time  t(^  enjoy  many  of  the  pleasures  that 
these  clubs  otTered,  yet  he  was  willing,  both  In- 
giving  his  name  as  a  member  and  contributing  to 
them,  to  do  all  that  he  could  to  make  them  a  social 
and  financial  success,  and  in  both  instances  these 
results  have  been  attained. 

Air.  Randall  was  married  to  Sarah  J.  Davis  of 
Middle  Island,  Tong  Island,  who  died  about  ten 
years  after  their  marriage,  leaving  one  son,  Ernest 
^^  Randall,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Ro>s 
and  Riindall,  dealers  in  building  materials,  coal, 
etc.,  at  I'Veeport.  In  i.Sr*)  Mr.  Randall  married 
Marv  V.  Overton,  daughter  of  Hampton  Overton 
of  Ynphank,  Long  Island.  Their  children  are 
Lena  1'.  and  John  J.  Randall.  Jr.  In  politics  Mr. 
Randall  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  ])art\  and  is  one  of  the  recognized 
leaders  of  that  nartx  in  this  section. 
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E.  LUTHER  WEEKS. 

IL  Luther  WeckvS  of  Hempstead,  LcMig  Lsland, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  North  Henij)stca(l,  near 
the  oUl  court  house,  on  the  27th  of  ^lay,  1845,  be- 
ing the  son  of  the  late  Hiram  and  EHza  ( Duryea) 
Weeks.  His  ruchmentary  training  was  ac([uired 
in  district  school  No.  9  in  the  town  of  his  birth, 
which  was  later  supplemented  by  a  course  of  study 
in  Union  Hall  Academy  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island, 
and  after  completing  his  education  his  time  was 
occupied  by  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  homestead 
farm,  he  thus  becoming  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  detail  of  ])ractical  farming.  FrcMu  1872 
until  1873  he  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Rich- 
field S])rings,  ( )tsego  county,.  New  York,  and  from 
that  time  until  1876  he  had  charge  of  a  farm  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  (ioing  thence  to  Cali- 
fornia, he  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits from  1881  until  1883,  ^^^^^  from  1885  until 
t888  made  his  home  at  Shelter  Island.  During  the 
years  of  i8<;>i-94  he  had  charge  of  the  Remsen 
farm  at  nem])stea(l.  Long  Island,  while  during  the 
intervening  i)eriod  Irom  iS^)0  until  1898  he  served 
as  clerk  of  the  board  of  assessors  of  Hempstead, 
and  in  April,  1809,  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
town  clerk.  He  was  re-elected  in  iSi)(),  and 
unanimously  re-elected  in  19^)1. 

In  y\pril,  i860,  at  Hemj)slead,  Mr.  Weeks  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
\'alentine,  and  two  children  were  the  result  of  that 
union,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Mrs. 
"xVeeks  was  callofl  to  Ikt  final  rest  in  March.  1872. 
and  for  his  second  wife  our  subject  chose  Mar- 
garet, the  daughter  of  ( ieorge  ( i.  and  Margaret 
Rapalyea,  their  marriage  having  l)een  celebrated 
on  the  22d  of  b^briiary.  1875.  ^^'^^^  daughter, 
Margaret,  came  to  brighteji  and  bless  their  home, 
and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  John  W.  (io.ssman  of 
]>rooklyn.  Mrs.  Weeks  passed  away  on  the  i6th 
of  April,  1876,  and  three  years  later.  April  20, 
7879,  ?^ir.  V>  eeks  was  united  iti  marriage  to  Amiie. 
dauirhter  of  Ifem'v  I).  Reni>en  of  (jreat  Xeck, 
LonL'*  Island,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  iMlilh 
May,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Hallock.  Mr.  Weeks 
is  a  tnember  of  Morton  1  julge  No.  hj^,  V.  ^  A.  M.. 
.while  politically  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 


])arty,  and  religiously  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  is  a  public  spirited  citi- 
zen, ever  ready  to  advocate  any  measure  tending 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  his  community, 
and  his  influence  is  alwavs  exerted  toward  this 
end.  He  is  a  man  highly  respected  by  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact  and  especially  by  his 
fellow  townsmen. 

NEWROLD    T.  LAW^RENCE. 

The  Lawrence  family  can  trace  their  ancestry 
back  to  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  the  coun — 
try,    when    three    brothers,  John,  W'illiani  anr^ 
Thomas  Lawrence,  sailed  from  England  on  th*- 
ship  Planter,  which  dropped  anchor  in  a  Ne>*^ 
England  harl>or  in  i<^42.    Ncwbold  Lawrence,  fs;^ 
ther  of  Newbold  T.  Lawrence,  and  his  brotho  - 
Alfred  N.  Lawrence,  in  1855  purchased  the  CIL  -j; 
ton  Pettitt  farm,  the  Wood  farm  and  other  pieoc5 
of  pro|)erty  and  laid  out  the  town  of  Lawreuce. 
Long  Island.     About  the  year  1870  they  donafcd 
the  site  for  a  railroad  depot,  and  being  public  spir- 
ited and  progressive  citizens,  they  were  largely  //i- 
strumental  in  the  building  up  and  improvement  ot 
the  town  which  they  founded.    Mr.  Lawrence  \va^  =^ 
united  in  marriage  to  Anna  H.  Trotter,  a  menibr  ^ 
of  an  old    riiiladelphia  family.     Their  childre*^ 
are:     Caroline  T.,  umnarried ;  Annie  T.,  wife  c^"*" 
Harold  Herrick,  of  the  Niagara  Insurance  Con*^ 
])any  :  Susan  X.,  wife  of  James  W.  Walsh  :  Mar     ^ 
(i.,  wife  of  b'rancis  W.  Murray,  M.  D. :  and  Nc\r  -^ 
bold  T.  Lawrence.  The  father  of  these  chihlre  "^ 
died  in  October,  1885,  and  his  widow  passed  awa  -^ 
in  1893. 

Newbold  T.  Lawrence  was  born  in  New  Yor  '^ 
city.  May  (\  \'^'=s^.  and  obtained  his  educatic^n  i-^' 
]>rivatc  and  public  schools.  After  completing  h  ^ 
studies  lie  entered  the  real  estate  business,  and  f<  ^' 
ihe  i)ast  twent} -eight  years  has  been  asMJciat 
with  Mr.  H.  JL  Cammann,  of  New  York  city.  I" 
is  well  informed  concerning  the  value  of  projKT 
in  this  section  of  the  Island,  having  haiulled  niii 
vpluahle  realtv  dnrine  his  manv  vears'  connecti 

■  mm 

with  the  trade.      The  l>usiness  has  grown  and  ( 
\elo])ed  to  exten.sive  j^roportions,  the  annual  saM-  ^ 
reacliincf  a  larj?e  f'liriire.     ]\Ir.  Lawrence's  activ^^ 
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in  biLsiness  has  not  onlv  contrilnitcd  to  liis  imli- 

m 

vidiial  success,  but  has  also  hern  an  active  factor 
in  the  development  of  l.ont»;  Islauil,  and  whik  he 
has  cfained  pn>^perity  in  business  he  has  ako  won 
that  warm  personal  regard  which  comes  from 
kindness,  geniality,  deference  for  the  o|)ini<»n  of 
others,  and  iruc  nobilitx-  of  character.  Mr.  1  .aw- 
n  nee  is  the  secretarv  of  thf:  board  of  health  iti 
Lawrence,  aiK^  is  one  of  the  j.(overnors  of  the 
K'l^kaway  Hunt  Club,  with  which  he  has  been 
<:onnected  for  a  niunber  of  years. 

On  December  6,  1887,  Mr.  Lawrence  marrie«l 
Miss  Label  Gillet,  a  daupfhler  of  HalNjck  ( lillet 
of  New  \'ork  citv.  Thev  have  one  son.  Xewbold 
T.  Lawrence,  Jr.  The  family  hold  membership 
in  St.  John's  Protestant  ]^)iscopal  church  i^i  bar 
I'^ockaway.  in  which  AFr.  Lawrence  is  now  >crv- 
iiii^  in  the  capacity  of  vestryman  and  treasurer. 

MOXROK  STILLWKLL  WOOD. 

Monroe  S.  Wcx^d,  of  Roslyn.  Loni::  Island,  the 
t«  »\vn  clerk  of  North  Hempstead  tcnvnship.  Nassau 
coiuity,  Lonpf  Island,  was  born  in  r>rooklyn,  Loni;- 
Island,  December  22,  1862,  son  of  William  and 
Sarah  (Weeks)  Wood.  His  f^randfalher.  Tlmmas 
\Vo<.kJ,  was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  Roslyn. 
wfiere  he  was  born.  Mr.  Wcxxl's  father  was  a  car- 
jjenter  and  Iniilder,  followin*^  this  vocation 
throu^iout  his  life,  and  he  died  in  Roslyn,  March 
20.  1883.  Of  the  seven  children  of  the  family,  all 
the  sons  are  deceased  except  Monroe  .^.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  They  were  Thomas  M.,  Au- 
<^iistus,  Edward  and  Oscar:  Mary  bjuma  is  now 
Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Eirth  :  Adelaid  is  ^Frs.  ( leori^e  W. 
Germaine. 

Monroe  Stilhvell  Wood  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  afterward  learned  the  ])rintinj4^ 
trade,  comniencinfif  as  an  apprentice  in  the  oflfice 
f»f  the  Flushing  Journal.  Havin^if  become  a  thor- 
ough master  of  its  details  he  was  continued  as  a 
reporter  on  the  staff  of  the  paper.  Tn  i8<>o  he  be- 
came connected  w-ith  the  staff  of  the  New  ^'ork 
World,  and  since  1892  has  1>een  enjirai^^ed  on  the 
reportorial  staff  of  the  Brooklyn  Times.  Durini:i: 
if^/i  and  1897  he  was  also  managinj^  editor  of  the 
Island,  published  by  John  Lewis  Childs  at  l-'lc^ral 


Lark.   He  is  ivav  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Nas- 
>au  C'oiuity  Sun. 

In  i8<h;  he  was  eKcted  town  clerk  for  North 
Hempstead  townshi]).  and  re-elected  in  npi.  He 
is  a  member  of  j^oslyn  I'enevolent  Society  and  an 
honorably  disrhar;.^^ed  member  of  the  state  militia, 
bavinjn  served  >even  wars.  His  ])olitical  views 
are  !\e|)ublican  and  his  church  preferences  the 
Methodist.  In  Mny,  iS<)3,  he  was  married  to  Fan- 
nio,  tlauj^hter  (.»f  John  lUvurn,  oi  Utile  Neck, 
!,'in«^  Ll;md.  They  have  two  chihlren,  Sarah  A. 
.'ind  Monroe  .^l  ill  well  Wood. 

U  )ia.    I'OWLKR. 

h»el  I'owK-r.  of  kichniond  Hill,  one  tjf  the  most 
enlerprisinj^;  real-esiate  <lealer.s  of  that  vicinity,  is 
descended  from  an  old  C'onnecticiU  family,  one 
w  liich  traces  its  origin  in  that  state  back  to  the  davs 
w  lien  il  was  a  \ery  youni^"  ct)lony  in  i^\V).  He  was 
born  in  184S.  al  ( iuilford,  Connecticut,  which  an- 
cient l«»wn  was  al>o  the  birthplace  of  his  father, 
the  late  (  )liver  1*.  I'owler.  The  latter  removed  to 
]\iclimond  Hill  in  iSfni  to  take  charjj^e  of  some 
ver\  im])ortant  real-estate  interests  and  his  family 
ac<-(nnpani«*d  him.  Joel  h'owler  bej^an  business 
life  as  a  railroad  contractor,  and  t*or  many  years 
was  >ucce.ssfnlly  eni^ai;e<l  'in  buildini^  roads  in 
various  ^^ections  of  the  western  states.  l»ecomingf 
tired  of  the  fovinc^  and  uncertain  life  which  this 
work  in\  tklved,  he  returned  east  in  t8i)2.  and,  ap^ain 
lakinii  lip  hi*^  residence  at  Richmond  Hill,  built 
up  a  >plen<lid  business  in  connection  with  its  real- 
estate  (levelo])ineiit  I  le  built  many  beautiful  resi- 
dences with  a  v'cw  of  attractinj^  a  su|>erior  class 
of  settlers,  and  has  succeeded  in  his  aim  of  making 
it  tile  Center  of  many  refined  and  pleasant  home- 
stea(N.  (  )f  course,  w  ith  him.  as  with  all  other  men, 
business  is  businos  :  but  he  never  .sacrifices  princi- 
1)1* •<  to  business  interests.  He  has  all  the  as])ira- 
tions  of  a  i^'ood  citizen  for  the  future  of  the  dis- 
trict and  takes  a  i^^ood  citizen's  pride  in  its 
pn\}^ress. 

fn  1877  Mr.  I'owler  was  united  in  marriage 
with  ?\liss  Nina  11.,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Cap- 
tani  Jeremiah  Lriggs.  who  had  been  a  resident  of 
Uii'bmond  Hill  ^incc  1846.     In  his  «»1<1  home  Joel 
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Fowler  and  his  wife  now  reside  with  their  onlv 
daughter,  Edna  U. 

Since  early  manhood  Mr.  Fowler  has  been  in- 
terested in  the  educational  advancement  of  his 
conmiunity.  In  the  early  'jos,  under  thv/  old  com- 
mon-school law,  he  acted  as  clerk  of  the  district. 
In  1892  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  I)oard  of 
education  of  Union  free-sch(K)l  district  No.  8,  and 
continued  to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  January 
31,  1898,  the  date  of  the  consolidation  of  the 
schools  under  the  charter  of  ( Ireater  Xew  York. 
During  this  period  he  also  served  for  four  or 
^\i:  years  as  president  of  the  board.  It  was  dur- 
ing this  time  that  the  greatest  strides  were  made 
in  the  advancement  of  educational  interests,  neces- 
sitating the  erection  of  four  new  schools  and  a 
large  extension  of  a  fifth.  The  great  high  school 
structure,  nov/  completed,  was  planned  and  its 
erection  begun  during  this  time.  In  December, 
i8<)8,  he  was  appointed  to  the  position  which  he 
now  holds,  that  of  deputy  commissioner  of  public 
buildings  and  of  lighting  and  supplies  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Queens.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
Richmond  Ilill  Council,  No.  1625,  Royal  Ar- 
canum, and  is  a  member  of  Jamaica  T-odge.  Xo. 
546,  F.  &  A.  M. 

(  harlp:s  r.  smith. 

C'aptain  diaries  V.  Smitli.  the  lieroic  com- 
mander of  the  ill  fated  Seawanhaka,  was  ])orn  at 
>Terrick.  Long  Island,  April  10,  182^).  and  ac- 
quired a  good  practical  education  in  the-  district 
s^chools  of  the  neighborhood.  After  completing 
liis  studies  he  learned  the  trade  of  boat-building, 
and  about  the  year  i8rK:)  had  the  honor  of  l)ring- 
ing  the  first  steamboat  into  ( ilencove.  Hempstead 
harbor.  Ca])taui  Smith  was  commander  of  the 
,\rr<»ws!iiitli  and  during  the  progress  of  the  Civil 
war  w.'is  eytensJN'ely  engaged  in  the  tran>|>orl 
business  i^^y  the  Cnited  States  governiiienl.  lie 
ran  liis  wsstd  doun  souili  and  carried  clothing 
and  ammunition  to  the  army,  and  his  h-tai  was 
also  u^e''  tor  coi'\rving  woundcMl  soMjors  frf)ni 
ilie  i>aitle  fields  to  hosi>itals  and  other  retreats 
wliri\'  th<  \  were  cared  for  and  nnrs(.'d  back,  if 
pov^il)^.^  \^^  lu-altli.      \fter  the  termination  iif  lh«' 


war,  Captain  Smith  was  actively  engaged  in 
of)erating  the  Arrowsmith  and  later  the  Sea- 
wanhaka and  after  the  burning  of  the  latter 
in  1880,  he  then  became  engaged  in  the  building 
of  iron  st'^^amboats  for  the  Iron  Steam  Boat  Com- 
])any  of  New  York.  Subsequently  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  pilot  on  Long  Island  Sound  and  for 
many  years  conducted  his  vessel  in  safety  from 
one  point  to  another,  but  one  evening  in  June, 
1880,  while  the  Seawanhaka  was  on  her  wav  to 
(ilencove.  Long  Island,  with  three  hundred  pas- 
sengers on  board,  she  tfK)k  fire  while  passing 
through  Hell  Gate.  The  weather  had  been  very 
warm  for  some  days  previously  and  the  ship 
burned  w^ith  astonisshing  rapidity.  Everything' 
(k^pended  upon  the  courage  and  coolness  of  Cap- 
tain Smith,  the  man  who  stood  at  the  helm,  but 
he  was  equal  to  the  occasion  and  as  soon  as  he 
realized  the  i)eril  the  passengers  were  in  he  at 
once  put  the  head  of  the  vessel  for  a  sunken 
meadow,  which  was  within  sight,  and  with  all 
steam  on  he  was  .soon  able  to  beach  her.  The  firr 
had  broken  out  in  the  engine  room,  and  with  the 
increa.sed  speed  of  the  vessel  the  flames  soon 
burst  out,  which  caught  the  freight  at  the  bows 
and  drove  the  passengers  from  the  deck;  the  fire 
worked  its  wav  to  the  stern  and  in  three  minutes 
the  Seawanhaka  was  all  ablaze.  Some  of  the 
passengers  ;)hinged  into  the  water,  preferring  to 
dr«)wn  rather  than  to  burn,  but  Captain  Smith 
with  a  steady  eye  and  hand  and  a  cool  head  kept 
on  doing  his  duty,  and  by  his  heroism  more  than 
two  hiuidred  lives  were  saved.  For  this  act  of 
self-sacrUice  and  fidelity  to  duty.  Captain  Smith's 
name  will  i)e  remembered  and  honored  when 
other  memories  shall  have  faded  in  oblivion.  Hi^ 
was  one  <if  the  rare  characters  which  when  put  to 
the  test  combined  the  true  qualities  of  heroism. 
great  ])re.sencc  of  mind,  the  knowledge  t^f  hi< 
dntv.  srlf-ahnegation  and  courage.  He  died  lulv 
24.  iS8t.  a  memorial  service  was  held  in  the 
Tabernacle  at  .Sea  <  dilT,  at  which  more  than  three 
thousand  per.sons  assembled  to  do  honor  to  his 
memory,  among  them  being  many  saved  by  lii^ 
bravery,  and  others  who  felt  indebted  to  him  for 
the  resrne  ol  friends. 

(  aptain    .Smith    was   siu'vived   by   his   \vi(l«nv. 
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Julia  (Lalten)  Smith,  who  was  born  on  Dorcas 
Hill,  Long  Island,  and  their  three  children  are 
Priscilla,  Charles  and  Marv  Smith.  Priscilla 
Smith  was  united  in  marriag;e,  January  ii.  1879, 
to  John  E.  Allen,  the  proprietor  of  the  Mineola 
Hotel  at   Mineola.   Lonjj  Island. 

ClIARLKS   H.    15KK(iK\. 

The  fami'y  (•!'  laTj^en  is  so  old  in  New  York 
that  the  namo  fij^iires  in  local  history  since  the 
I  lays  of  early  settlement  and  is  per])etiiated  in  the 
names  of  towns,  streets  and  localities  in  and 
around  jjreater  New  York.  I>enjamin  Uerj^en. 
the  father  of  Charles  H.  I»erj^en,  of  Jamaica,  was 
!x)rn  in  Jamaica.  May  iS,  17<>4'  spent  his  whole 
life  there,  and  died  there  aj^ed  eighty-nine,  August 
iS.  1882.  (  )ne  week  earlier  his  wife,  hllizaheth 
(Jones)  Hergen.  died,  aged  eighty-six  years.  He 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  l*h(Ehe 
Skidmore.  h\  whom  he  had  the  following  children  : 
Mary  Ann,  widow  of  the  late  Henjamin  T.  I>ergen. 
and  Jacob  S.,  who  married  Alletta  M.  Hendrick- 
son  and  died  in  August,  iSc/).  The  children  of 
Henjamin  and  Klizabeth  (Jones)  Uergen  were 
I  benjamin  Mexander,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Charles  H.,  the  iiumediate  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Mr.  iiergen  devoted  him.self  chiefly  to  agricultural 
]'>ursuits.  He  served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Skid- 
more's  Company  in  the  war  of  1812.  was  an  earn- 
est C'hristian  and  served  long  as  a  trustee  of  the 
rVesbyterian  church. 

Charles  H.  Bergen,  son  of  lienjamin  liergen 
and  his  wife.  Klizabeth  (Jones)  IWrgen,  was  born 
in  [amaica  '  )ctober  id.  i'^3<).  1  le  ac(|uired  a  good 
ediicatirni  in  the  Boys'  Select  Collegiate  School,  of 
Jamaica,  and  after  completing  his  studies  he  Ix^gan 
life  as  a  sch(»ol  teacher  in  Jamaica  South,  and  he 
continued  teachiiig  for  many  years,  with  more  or 
less  protracterl  intermissions,  in  which  he  was  con- 
necterl  with  business  eiUerprises.  His  first  busi- 
ne.-s  venture,  which  was  brief  because  it  was  not 
successful,  was  as  the  proprietor  of  a  groctry  store 
at  Jamaica.  Twelve  years  later  he  became  man- 
a£r<^r  of  a  hrge  ix'ikerv  in  New  York  citv  and  re- 
tained  the  iK».sition  with  success  for  three  years. 
His  last  c<)miectit)n  with  active  business  life  was 
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his  fxvi:  vears*  managen''ent  of  the  clothing  store 
of  his  son,  Klmer  \\.  Bergen.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  IVesbvterian  church  and  lamaica  Council, 
No.  43.^.  Royrd  Arcanum,  and  has  served  in  the 
Jamaica  volunteer  hre  de|)artment  as  a  meml)er  of 
Kngine  (.'om]>any  Xo.  2. 

Mr.  Bergen  was  married  in  Jatnaica  l^'ebruary 
S,  i8^)2,  t(^  Catherine  Ann,  daughter  of  Abraham 
M.  and  Magdalen  (Suydam)  Way,  who  tore 
him  six  children:  Mlmer  K. :  Abraham  M.  W. ; 
Charles  B..  born  Xovember  i,  18^)5;  Lewis  L., 
who  was  born  ( )clober  2(),  1870.  and  married  Mar- 
guerite !»ronkhurst,  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children,  naiued  Morrell, 
Ivverett,  lielen  and  Herman:  K.  Adele,  lK)m 
March  18.  1S72:  and  Mabel  A.,  lK>m  Septeml)er 
o,  1880. 

b^.lmer  V..  Bergen,  a  soti  of  Charles  H.  Bergen, 
and  now  assistant  |K)stmaster  at  Jamaica,  was  born 
September  22.  t8<»2,  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town.  He  began  active  life 
as  a  mere  bo\ .  workmg  diligeiitly  in  chfFcrent 
ca])acities  for  advancemeiU.  b'or  seven  years  he 
was  en)^)1oyed  by  I  lirshkind  &  Company,  clothiers, 
at  Broadway  and  Walker  .street.  New  York  city. 
After  that  he  returned  to  Jamaica  an<l  for  twelve 
vears  was  in  the  clothing  trade  at  Fulton  and 
I  nion  Hall  streets,  with  a  branch  store  in  eastern 
Long  Island.  .Vctively  interested  in  all  matters 
l^ertaitiing  to  the  welfare  of  Jamaica,  Mr.  Bergen's 
public  s]Mrit  has  been  recognized  by  calls  to  .several 
important  local  offices,  among  them  that  of  village 
lax  collector,  which  re(|uired  a  bond  in  the  sum 
of  one  himdred  and  fiw  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
<luties  of  which  he  performed  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  satisfaction  to  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is 
a  member  of  Jamaica  Lcnlge,  \o.  247,  Independent 
( )rder  of  (  )d(l  Fellows:  of  Jamaica  Council,  \o. 
^,^.^.  Koyal  Arcamim  :  and  of  S])ionkop  Rod  and 
(iini  ( 'lub.  of  Jamaica.  an<l  of  the  ( )rder  of  Amer- 
ican I'iremen.  of  which  he  was  for  several  years 
•  treasurer.  A  strict  I  Vesbyterian.  he  is  active  and 
influential  in  the  att'airs  of  his  church  and  has 
been  treasurer  and  assistant  superintendent  of 
its  Simday-school.  He  has  served  also  as  presi- 
dent of  the  C  hristian  l\ndeav<»r  Cnion.  of  ( )ueens 
coMnty.      lie  was  a])pointe(l  assistant   postmaster 
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at  Jamaica  February  i,  1899.  Iu>r  sonic  years  lie 
has  been  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance 
business. 

He  was  married,  on  the  T7th  of  Xovember, 
1887,  to  Anna,  daughter  of  EHas  and  F^Hzabeth 
Hendrickson.  Of  five  children  ]x)rn  lo  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F2.  E.  Bergen  two,  Claude  Delwin  and  Anna 
Jeanette,  survive.  .Mrs.  IVrgen  died  July  4,  1S98. 
and  on  the  i8th  of  December,  1900,  he  married 
May,  daughter  of  Charles  Gordon,  of  Jamaica. 

Abram  M.  W.  Bergen,  son  of  Charles  H. 
Bergen,  was  born  at  Jamaica,  January  26,  1864. 
After  completing  his  education  in  local  schools 
he  became  a  salesman  in  a  wholesale  novelty  store 
in  New  York  city.  Afterward  he  was  superin- 
tendent and  citv  salesman  of  a  wholesale  stationerv 
establishment  in  New  York  city.  Later  he  learned 
the  art  of  cuttmg  men's  clothes  properly  and 
artistically  at  the  John  J.  Mitchell  Cutting  School, 
in  New  York,  and  in  1890  he  opened  a  tailoring 
establishment  at  Jamaica,  where,  by  his  satis- 
factorv  work  and  strict  attention  to  the  wants  of 
his  patrons,  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  remuner- 
ative business.  Fie  is  a  member  of  the  I'amacjua 
Wheelmen,  of  tiie  Spionkop  Gun  and  Kod  Club, 
of  the  Excelsior  Hose  Company  and  of  other  local 
organizations,  and  is  one  of  the  most  p(>pular 
30ung  btisiness  men  of  Jamaica. 

C'liarles  ]].  licrgen,  who  is  .salesman  tor  the 
Brner  Piano  Com]:)anv,  of  San  I'Vancisco.  and  who 
lives  al  Oakland.  California,  married,  in  i^)^- 
Olive  TVcbles,  and  has  two  children. — Morrell  and 
Elmer. 

Lewis  L.  Bergen  started  wlien  a  boy  in  the 
Casualty  and  Fidelity  Accident  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  has  from  time  to  time  been  promoted 
imtil  now  lie  is  assistant  manager  of  the  C()m])any. 
[le  has  been  witli  the  aforesaid  company  about 
fifteen  \ears.  liy  close  attention  to  business  he  has 
wf^i  the  esteem  and  eonfideiux'  of  Iiis  employers. 

S'iLI'HFX    M.    \.\.\     \LLh:\. 

Xpicni;"  the  pros|;enHis  and  well  known  busi- 
ness .non  of  Jamaica  is  Stephen  M.  \'an  Allen, 
who  was  ])orn  in  that  town  on  the  2Jd  of  Se])tem- 
be»*,   1X7^^.  a    son    of    Henr\     A.  anrl    Catherine 


CTasker)  Van  Allen.  The  father  is  numbered 
among  Bro^Mclyn's  native  citizens,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  there  on  the  19th  of  Marcli,  184 r. 
When  sixteen  vears  of  age  he  came  to  lamaica 
and  has  since  been  an  infiuential  citizen  of  the 
town,  holding  a  number  of  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  here.  When  only  seven  years  of 
age  he  was  left  an  orphan,  and  scK.)n  after  started 
out  in  life  u[)on  an  independent  career.  After 
coming  to  Jamaica  he  secured  work  uixmi  a  farm, 
at  first  receiving  only  his  board  in  remuneration 
for  his  services.  Three  years  later  lie  l>egan  the 
cultivation  of  a  tract  of  land  on  tlie  shares.  He 
was  frugal  and  industrious,  saved  his  earnings 
and  at  length  was  enabled  to  purchase  a  place  on 
the  old  South  road,  where  he  began  the  business 
of  preserving  fruit  in  glass  jars.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  to  engage  in  this  enterprise  wdiich  has 
since  become  a  leading  industry  in  that  community. 
In  this  he  was  ver}  successful,  accumulatinp^  con- 
siderable money.  His  next  business  venture  was 
in  sup])lying  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company 
with  ties,  and  his  labors  in  that  connection  brought 
to  him  a  good  profit.  He  tlien  invested  his  money 
in  real  estate,  which,  increasing  in  value,  hnmght 
to  him  a  handsome  financial  return.  In  addition 
to  furnishinir  ties  to  the  railroad  he  has  also  dealt 
extensively  in  hard  Itimber  and  fertilizers,  and  in 
the  various  branches  of  his  business  he  has  met 
with  success,  owinir  to  his  well  directed  cftort^, 
his  unflagging  indtistry  and  his  capable  manage- 
ment. 

Henry  A.  \\an  Allen  has  been  called  iipfMi  to 
fill  various  official  positions  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men who  recognized  his  worth  and  ability.  I 'or 
twelve  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  village  boar<l 
and  labored  earnestly  for  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
l)le,  f(\arlessly  opposing  every  measure  he  consid- 
ered detrimental  to  their  interests.  He  is  a  life 
member  of  the  i  )uecns  Count v  Agricultural  Sr«- 
ciety.  in  which  he  takes  a  deep  interest.  l>y  his 
niiu'riagc  t(^  Lallicrine  Tasker  he  has  two  chil- 
dren :  StcDlicn  M..  and  luiima.  the  latter  the  wife 
of  '•  leorge  Roeckel. 

The  former  acquired  his  education  in  the  pri- 
vate schools  of  his  native  town  and  early  disi)layo<l 
the  aptitude  for  business  so  characteristic  of  his 
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f^i.niily.     When  but  seventeen  years  of  age  he  be- 
^^n    dealinir  in  e(^al  and  w(Kk1  and  continued  in 


'?> 


th^it  line  up  to  a  recent  date,  building  up  a  lucra- 
tix'O    trade. 

He  was  married  in  Jamaica.  1^'ebruary  \h, 
i^^)^,  to  (ntssie,  daughter  of  Dr.  I'eatson  J.  I»elK 
anil  has  one  son,  Henry  !>.,  who  was  boni  August 
2,     1899- 

THEOD(3RE  F.  ARCHER. 

In  the  death  of  this  gentleman,  September  Ji, 
iB93,  Jamaica  lost  one  of  its  high-minded  and 
public-spirited,  citizens,  while  from  the  bereaved 
family  a  loving  husband  and  father  was  removed. 
leavinjr  a  void  in  tlicir  lives  that  not  even  his 
honored  memory  can  lill.  FN)ssessing  business 
acumen  and  executive  ability  in  a  rare  degree,  he 
niade  his  inlluence  felt  in  various  directions,  but 
<^^peciany  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  village 
^vhere  ho  made  his  home.  With  the  single  ex- 
ception of  V,  vV.  Dunton,  it  will  be  generally  con- 
<^ec!ed  that  no  one  accomi)lished  more  than  he  in 
securing  the  valuable  improvements  in  Jamaica 
^^<^1  promoting  its  progress. 

In  Monroe,  C  )range  county.  Xew  ^'ork,  where 
"^    Was  born  in  1837,  the  subject  of  this  notice 
P3.ssed  the  vears  of  his  lx)vhood.  having  but  limited 
^<iucational  advantages.     At  the  age  of  thirteen 
"^  began  life  for  himself,  going  to  Xew  York  city, 
wliere  he  secured  eiuployment.    Later  he  was  em- 
ployed in  other  places,  following  any  ixcupation 
that  would  furnish  him  an  honest  livelihood.   The 
s^riigrgle  was  not  an  easy  one.     He  had  neither 
the  prestige  of  wealth  nor  friends  to  aid  him,  but 
whatever  the  hard.ships  might  have  been,  whatever 
the  obstacles  that  stood  in  his  pathway,  he  never 
K^^w   discouraged,  but  steadily  persisted  in  his 
determination    to    attain    success    and    attain    it 
Iionostly. 

-•A.  iter  having  spent  some  years  in  New  Jersey, 

'^-    -Archer  went  to  Green  point.  Long  Island,  and 

roir-i    there  to  Middle  Village,  where  he  conducted 

^?ei-teral  store,  meeting  with  fair  success  in  this 

^nte-T-^rise.    On  selling  out  he  went  to  Long  Island 

^^^y"»    where  he  l>ecame  a  builder  and  real-estate 

^l^^ialator.     For  a  time  fortune  smiled  on  his 

^noT-ts.    He  accumulated  a  fortune,  but  the  great 


])anic  of  1873,  coming  so  unexi)ectedly,  found  him 
unprepared  and  swept  away  tlie  savings  of  years. 
He  settled  all  his  obligations,  and  when  this  was 
done  he  found  himself  again  a  i)oor  man.  Failure, 
however,  instead  of  discouraging  him  only  proved 
the  mettle  of  which  he  was  made.  He  spent  a 
short  time  on  a  farm  near  Syosset,  in  the  town  of 
Oyster  Ray.  Init  finally  returned  to  Jamaica,  where 
he  remained  ttntil  his  death. 

In  this  village  Mr.  Archer  established  a  sash 
and  blind  factory,  and  about  the  same  time  re- 
sniiicil  his  real  estate  speculations,  becoming  one 
of  the  most  extensive  dealers  and  auctioneers  of 
latid  (^n  Long  Island.  ( ireat  credit  is  due  him  for 
the  active  part  he  took  in  bringing  about  the  sub- 
stantial boom  in  Jamaica  and  other  villages  of 
Otieens  county.  II is  enteqirise  resulted  in  the 
increasing  pros])erity  of  the  village  and  also  en- 
a!)le(l  him  to  recuperate  his  fallen  fortunes,  in 
winch  respect  he  succeeded  so  well  that  at  his 
death  he  was  classed  amiMig  the  wealthy  men  of 
Jamaica.  His  personal  characteristics  were  such 
as  to  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
others,  and  among  his  warmest  friends  he  num- 
bered such  men  as  Governor  McCormick,  John 
H.  Sut])hin,  Theodore  Rogers  and  John  M.  Crane. 
His  business  interests  engrossed  his  attention  to 
sncli  an  extent  that  he  never  participated  actively 
in  political  matters,  and  had  no  social  connections 
other  than  his  metnbershi])  in  the  Jamaica  Club. 
Vor  a  time  he  served  as  chief  (^f  the  Jamaica  fire 
de]>artment. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Archer  Uxik  place  in 
.September,  1861,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Caro- 
line Cornish.  ()f  Newtown.  Long  Island,  who, 
with  three  children,  survives  him.  The  oldest 
child.  James  ( \,  born  in  1862.  began  to  assist  his 
father  in  business  at  the  age  of  twelve  and  soon 
developed  an  ajHitude  for  the  w'ork.  becoming  his 
father's  "right-hand"  man  in  all  his  important 
business  transactions.  Some  years  before  the 
death  of  the  latter  he  and  his  brother.  T.  F. 
Archer,  became  associated  with  their  father  in 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  F.  Archer  & 
Sons,  the  name  of  which  was  afterward  changed 
to  T.  F.  Archer's  Sons  upon  the  decease  of  its 
fotmders. 
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The  traits  of  character  which  were  noticeable 
in  our  subject  are  also  bringing  success  to  his  sons, 
J.  C.  and  T.  F'\,  who  are  classed  among  the  rising 
young  business  men  of  Jamaica.  Socially  they  are 
connected  with  the  Jamaica  Club  and  are  popular 
in  the  best  circles  of  society.  Hy  his  marriage  to 
Miss  fsal^ella  Young,  of  Flushing.  James  C.  has 
four  children, — Margaret,  Mary,  Elmer  and 
James.  Theodore  F.,  who  is  engaged  in  business 
with  his  brother,  was  married  February  12,  1890, 
to  Jennie  W.4  daughter  of  Captain  Albert  J.  Wil- 
kinson, of  Jamaica.  Three  children  bless  this 
union,  viz. :  Alberta  VV.,  Genevieve  and  Theodore 
V.  Margaret  A.,  the  only  daughter  of  our  subject, 
is  married  and  resides  in  the  northern  part  of 
New  York,  and  has  two  children — Carrie  and 
Thorn?  s  F. 

THFODORE    F.  ARCHKK.  |k. 

Theodore  I'.  Archer,  one  of  die  prominent  and 
progressive  young  business  men  of  Jamaica,  car- 
rvmg  on  an  extensive  real  estate  and  insurance 
liusiness,  was  lx)rn  in  this  citv  I^'ebruarv  i,  iSf/), 
and  p.  lingular  fact  in  the  family  history  is  that 
hi*;  father,  Thodore  F.  Archer,  Sr..  and  his  grand- 
father, were  also  horn  on  the  first  day  of  the  month 
of  lehniary.  In  tlie  pnljlic  schools  and  seminary 
of  Jamaica  the  sui)ject  of  this  rcf'iew  pursued  his 
education  and  on  putting  aside  his  text  books  at 
once  entcivd  lii.s  father's  office  as  a  clerk.  In  iS^r 
he  and  his  I»rolher,  J'anies  C.,  were  admitted  to  a 
])artiUTsliip  in  the  business  under  tlie  tlrm  name  of 
T.  !•'.  Archer  ol  .^ons.  and  upon  the  father's  death 
the  business  style  was  changed  to  T.  \'\  Archer's 
S(Mis,  being  thtis  continued  until  i<S(>7.  when  our 
sul>iect  purchased  his  brother's  interest  and  has 
iiik'e  been  sole  pro|)rietor.  lie  is  a  man  of  excel- 
lent business  abdity  and  executive  force,  forms 
his  plans  with  readiness  and  is  resolute  in  carryinj;- 
tlieni  f(M'\\ard  t(>  successful  conii)leli<>n.  I  lis  busi- 
ness M()lic\  i>  nio>i  coniniendable  and  his  niellind^ 
will  bear  tlu   closrst  in\esii^ation. 

\nt  (iiiK  in  coniniercial  circle-  bul  in  civil  and 
social  life  Mr.  Archer  'iccupies  a  leading-  and  in- 
Ouenlial  |:">iii(Mi.  IK-  lia>  Ix.vu  a  nitnibcr  "f  the 
la';ia.it\'i  IMT  departmenl  for  >i.\tccn  \cars  and  en 


the  1st  of  March,  1900.  was  elected  chief  engineer 
of  this  department,  to  which  position  he  was  re- 
elected on  the  5th  of  February,  1901.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Atlantic  Company,  the  oldest  fire 
truck  company  m  the  state  and  has  filled  the 
offices  of  vice-president,  foreman  and  assistant 
foreman  of  this  company.  His  prominent  business 
interests  and  high  social  standing  have  associated 
him  likewise  with  most  of  the  prominent  social 
clubs  of  Jamaica.  He  is  a  member  of  Saxon 
Lodge,  Xo.  137,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Rrooklyn  :  o( 
Pentalpha  Chapter,  No.  206,  R.  A.  M. ;  is  a  past 
noble  grand  of  Jamaica  Lodge.  I.  O.  ( ).  F^". ;  a  mem- 
ber of  Jamaica  Council.  Royal  Arcanum :  and  past 
sachem  of  Jamaica  Tribe,  No.  381,  I.  C).  R.  M. 

In  February,  1890,  Mr.  Archer  was  married  to 
Miss  Jennie,  daughter  of  Captain  Albert  and  Jen- 
nie (l*rown)  Wilkinson.  They  have  had  five  chil- 
dren :  Alberta.  Genevieve,  Theodore  F.,  Roswell 
Oavis  and  Seth  Chapman,  but  the  last  named  is 
deceased.  The  family  attend  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  Mr.  Archer  is  a  member,  an<l 
he  and  his  family  enjoy  the  hospitality  of  the  Ix^st 
homes  of  his  native  city — a  fact  which  indicates 
that  throughout  his  life  he  has  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  lie  has 
been  associated. 

SAMCFL  WILLIS. 

The  above  named,  who  has  long  since  passed 
away  from  the  scenes  of  earth,  was  during  his  life 
time  one  of  those  unpretentious  men  who  quietlv 
and  conscientiously  ])erform  all  those  duiie^ 
which  go  to  the  making  of  gcxxl  citizenship.  He 
was  l^orn  at  Syossett,  Long  Island,  Janiiarv  17. 
1813.  (  )n  December  5.  1865.  he  married  Cath- 
r.rine  M..  daughter  of  Josei)h  and  Mary  W.  I\»>t. 
and  had  two  children — Mary  Willis,  wife  cf  I. 
Aufrustus  Alberlson.  and  Fhebe  Vo^X  Willis. 

Thr  founder  of  the  family,  as  in(licate«l  b\ 
genealogical  records,  was  Henry  Willis,  \\h«» 
spent  his  life  in  Wilkshire.  Fngland,  and  die«i  in 
lo^X.  jlv'  left  a  son  named  Henry.  l)«»rn  ai 
l)eir/e<.  I'ngland.  !^eptember  [4.  H)30,  and  wh<« 
married  ^larv  Peace  and  moved  to  London 
a.hont    ihf)^.      It  being  not   l'>ng  after  ilu-   ri^e  ■ -f 
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bom  in  county  Tipperary,  Ireland,  on  the  4th  of 
November,  1859,  ^^^  spent  the  first  eleven  years 
of  his  life  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  after  which  he 
bade  adieu  to  his  native  country  and  with  his 
father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States, 
in  1870.  His  education,  begun  in  Ireland,  was 
continued  here.  He  became  a  student  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1885.  He  worked  his  way 
through  college  and  thus  established  the  elemental 
strength  of  his  character,  which  could  not  be  over- 
turned by  obstacles  or  difficulties  yielding  to 
honorable  and  persistent  effort.  Wishing  to  de- 
vote his  life  to  the  ministry  and  to  extend  the 
influence  of  the  church,  he  resolved  to  prepare  for 
the  holy  calling,  and  before  his  graduation  he 
preached  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  Warren 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  remained 
there  as  its  pastor  for  three  years,  and  on  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  was  sent  by  the  conference 
to  Hartford,  where  he  remained  for  a  similar 
period.  He  was  next  transferred  to  the  Methodist 
Tabernacle  of  Brooklyn  and  was  the  pastor  there 
for  five  years,  following  which  he  spent  five  years 
at  South  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  In  1898  he  came 
to  the  New  York  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Brooklyn  and  for  five  years  labored  as 
its  pastor,  his  work  being  of  wide  influence.  Dur- 
ing his  pastorate  at  South  Norwalk  he  succeeded 
in  securing  the  erection  of  a  fine  house  of  worship 
at  the  cost  of  seventy  thousand  dollars,  and  left 
it  free  from  all  indebtedness.  He  raised  sixty- 
eijifht  thousand  dollars  to  build  a  church  in  I>rook- 
hn,  being  most  successful  in  his  efforts  along  this 
Ime.  He  is  untiring  anrl  indefatigable  in  every 
movement  that  will  promote  the  cause  of  Christi- 
anity and  sj)rearl  Methodism  abroad.  He  has  a 
deep  and  abiding  interest  in  his  fellow  men,  and 
with  firm  faith  in  the  teachings  of  Christianity 
he  is  ])utting  forth  every  effort  to  induce  others 
to  follow  the  princij)les  set  forth  by  the*  lowly 
Nazarene. 

Rev.  Mr.  Kavanagh  finds  a  most  able  assistant 
in  his  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Mary  E. 
Smith,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  j.  Smith.  Tliey  were  united  in  marriage 
.September  3,  18.^4,  and  they  had  two  children,  one 


of  whom  is  living,  Olivia  M.  Rev.  Mr.  Kavanagh 
resigned  his  pa.storate  on  April  i,  1902,  to  accept 
the  superintendency  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Hospital,  and  under  his  guidance  the  institution 
is  making  rapid  and  satisfactory  progress.  Its 
superintendent  is  a  man  of  broad  education,  a  deep 
thinker  and  logical  reasoner,  and  his  labors  have 
not  been  denied  a  rich  harvest. 

JOHN  E.  ALLEN. 

John  E.  Allen  is  the  genial  host  of  the  Mineola 
Hotel  of  Mineola  and  a  citizen  whose  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  town  has  been  of  the  greatest 
benefit  thereto.     He  was  bom  in  Roslyn,  Long^ 
Island,  September  2.4,  1845,  ^"d  represents  a  fam- 
ily that  for  many  generations  has  been  settled  in 
America.      His    great-grandfather,  John   Allen, 
])articipated  in  the  battle  of  Quebec  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war.    Andrew  Allen,  the  grandfather, 
was  of  Scotch  lineage  and  took  up  his  abode  at 
Merrick,  New  York,  where  occurred  the  birth  of 
George  Allen.    The  latter  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  though  he  had  no  capital  when  he  be- 
gan his  business  career,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  possessed  a  very  desirable  competence.     He 
served  for  three  rears  as  collector  of  the  town  of 
North  Hempstead,  was  highly  respected  for  his 
sterling  worth,  and  at  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  December,  1886,  the  communitv  lost  one  of  its  ^ 
valued  citizens.     He  married  Marjorie  Doxsey^^ 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Doxsey,  who  belonged  tccn 
an  old  family  of  Merrick  and  died  in  1898.    The)-^ 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  four  j 
are  living::     George  of  Brooklyn;  Mary,  the  wif*3 
of  Phil  Wiggans  of  New  Hyde  Park,  Long  IsF, 
and:  John  E. :  Miranda,  the  widow  (^f  Augustii^j 
Denton   of   ]\Iineola ;  and   Anna   Virginia,   w 
married  Frank  Sevman  of  Mineola. 

In  the  local  schools  John  E.  Allen  pursued  1 
education,  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  cultiv- 
tion  of  the  home  farm  from  the  time  he  left  sch 
until  h's  fathers  <leath.  and  in  180'^  he  nurchas 
the  hotel  propert\    in  Mineola  and  embarked 
his  present  business.     This  is  an  old  tavern  ai7^ 
(Uie  r)f  the  landmarks  r)f  the  j^lace,  having  been 
built  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  but  Mr.  Allen  has 
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made  many  aUerations.  additions  and  improve- 
ments, and  it  is  now  a  well  appointed  hotel,  sup- 
plied with  all  modem  conveniences.  He  also 
has  one  of  the  lari^^est  and  ])est  e(iuipi)e<l  1ivor\ 
stables  on  the  Island,  and  in  both  branches  of  his 
btisiness  is  enjoying  a  liberal  patronage. 

Oil  the  nth  of  January,  iS/c/,  Mr.  Allen  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Priscilla  J.  Smidi.  a 
daughter  of  Captain  P.  Smith,  an  old  f-ong  Isl- 
and sea  <'aptain,  who  lost  his  life  in  a  steamboat 
explosion.     In  his  political  views  Mr.  Allen  is  a 
Democrat  and  acceptably  served  as  constable  fnr 
eleven  years.     He  is  a  citizen  of  whom  .Mineola 
has  every  reason  to  be  proud  and  the  town  would 
be  benefited  if  more  of  her  jx'o])le  were  like  him. 
He  ?s  deeply  interested  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  town,  and  co-operates  in 
every  movement  which  he  thinks  calculated  for 
the  g-eneral  good.  The  use  of  his  large  dining  hall 
^s  Sivcn  without  compensation,  to  churches  desir- 
^^S  to  hold  entertainments  therein.     He  is  gener- 
^*^s  and  large  hearted,  kind  and  benevolent,  and 
^^nerever  he  goes  he  wins  friends,  while  his  pa- 
*T|ons  in  the  hotel  entertain  for  him  the  most  C(^r- 
<Jial    relations  by  reason    of    the    effort    he    puts 
^^tli    xq  promote  their  comfort  and  convenience. 

W.  H.  THORNBl'RY. 

-,        T^he  Red  Cross  Drug  Store  bears  an  estab- 
^tied  reputation  among  the  residents  of  Jamaica, 
-^^tijj^     Island,  for    the    courteous    treatment    its 


-.         ^ons    receive   and    for   upright   and    straigbt- 

^"Ward  bu.siness  dealings.     Its  propriet<u-.  W.  II. 

*^Ornbnry,  is  responsible  for  the  gcKxl  opinion 
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^  ^tore  commands,  as  he  is  a  man  of  highly  lion- 

•       ^nlt_.  propensities  and  naturally  infuses  his  dom- 

^t^t  characteristic  into  all  the  concerns  of  life. 

-Mr.  Thornbury  is  a  native  of  Canada,  m  which 

^"*Mtrv  he  was  reared  and  educated.      Having 

"*^^pleted  his  education  he  followed  various  mcr- 

^tile  pursuits  and  moved  from  place  to  place 

^Kin<T  the  most  favorable  location    for    a    per- 

-•Tient  establishment.     This  he  finally  found  at 

"^  ^^laica.  Long  Lsland,  in  the  year  i8(>4.  when  be 

^nce  engaged  in  the  drug  business. 

While  a  man  who  attends  strictlv  to  bis  own 


affairs,  Mr.  Thornbury  is  not,  however,  indifferent 
to  matters  of  j)ublic  interest.  His  intelligent  ad- 
vocacy of  right  i>rinciples  in  affairs  of  local  im- 
portance gained  a  ready  recognition,  and  in  1900 
he  was  made  a  member  of  the  school  board  of 
the  borough  of  Queens,  and  no  one  could  have 
labored  more  zeaknislv  or  unselfishlv  for  the  in- 
terests  of  the  sch(K)ls  of  the  borough  than  did  he. 
In  ali  he  says  there  is  a  cHrectness  which  cannot 
]>e  mistaken,  nothing  hidden  under  suavity  of 
speech,  but  transparent  ideas  clothed  in  unmistak- 
able language,  lie  ever  scorns  and  opposes  what 
sr<'m>  to  be  mere  ]>artisanship  or  (juestionable 
!netlio(N  of  operation.  The  (lolden  Rule  is  oper- 
ative in  bis  life,  d<>minating  his  intercour.se  with 
mi'u.  riuis  has  his  influence  been  strongly  felt 
by  the  board  in  its  deliberations,  and  among  the 
tea«*hers  and  ])rmci])als  under  his  jurisdiction  he 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  He  is  one  of  the 
fearless  members  of  the  board,  and  when  any 
measure  is  pro])osed  that  savors  of  intrigue  or  un- 
fairness he  is  bold  in  his  opposition  to  it.  Men 
are  s(»  prone  only  to  hear  the  fault-finding  and  not 
take  notice  of  the  principles  which  insi)ires  it  that 
Mr.  Thornbury,  like  many  another  before  him, 
lias  been  called  a  "chronic  kicker,"  but  those  who 
know  him  best  a])])reciate  his  honesty,  and  the 
schools  iuimediately  under  his  jurisdiction  stand 
for  him  to  a  man.  It  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
there  were  more  like  him;  there  would  be  less 
conniving  and  sclieming  for  personal  ends.  All 
honor  to  the  man  who  in  the  face  of  opposing  ele- 
ments ean  stand  U|>  in  the  strength  of  honest  pur- 
p'/se  and  intention  and  decry  the  glaring  hypocri- 
sies hr  sees  beneath  the  gloss  of  sincerity. 

THK    SKKI.Y   FAMILY. 

The  l^eely  family,  long  ])romiIiently  and  hon- 
orably known  in  T.ong  Island,  is  of  English  ex- 
t  met  ion.  Rol)ert  Seely,  the  grandfather  of  the 
j)reserit  generation,  located  in  Brooklyn  at  an  early 
dav  and  was  for  many  years  a  trustee  in  St.  Ann's 
b^.pisc<>pal  church.  Robert  Secly,  Jr.,  the  second 
son  of  Robert  the  first,  was  born  in  l>rooklvn  and 
there  spent  his  entire  life,  lie  was  a  harness- 
maker  by  trade,  long  following  that  pursuit.     He 
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married  Maria  Rodji^ers  and  their  children  are: 
WilHani ;  Jacob,  of  Lynbrook ;  John,  wlio  is  living 
in  Jamaica,  Lonj^^  Island ;  Robert ;  Helen ;  and 
Kmeline,  who  is  the  widow  of  Robert  Davison, 
and  the  mother  of  ex-District  Attorney  Davison, 
of  (.)ueens  conntv.  "J'he  father  of  this  family  was 
twice  married,  his  first  union  liavinjT^  been  with 
Emeline  Rodgers,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  both 
of  whom  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and 
an:  now  deceased.  The  family  attend  the  Dutch 
Reformed  church. 

THOMAS  J.  DAVIS. 

Thomas  I.  Davis  was  born  in  Hereford.  Iilncr- 
land,  in  1848.  and  has  been  for  thirty-one  years 
a  resident  of  the  I'nited  States.  His  father.  \\. 
C.  Davis,  a  government  official,  is  still  living  in 
England.  He  married  Miss  IClenora  Wilson 
Sanger,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children.  A  brother  of  Thomas  J.  Davis,  John  C. 
Davis,  is  now  serving  as  a  member  (^f  the  Wyom- 
ing legislature. 

Thomas  J.  Davis  obtained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  near  his  home  and  in  his  native 
land  learned  telegra])hv.  In  1870  he  resolved  to 
make  his  home  in  America,  and.  crossing  the  At- 
lantic to  New  \(>rk  city,  there  secured  a  position 
in  a  wholesale  dry-goods  house,  where  he  re- 
mained  for  seven  years,  at  the  expiration  of  wJiicli 
lime  the  firin  tailed,  owing  to  ha\  nii^  secured  loo 
large  a  stock  of  gix.ds  of  certain  colore,  autl  as 
the  ;'olors  faik-d  to  continue  popular  the  nier- 
chanls  (^oukl  not  disj^ose  of  their  g<M»(ls  and  the 
house  liad  to  be  closed.  C'ondilion^  are  contiu- 
nally  arising  v.liicli  oOer  e\celleul  opp<>rtuuitie> 
lo  tln»s'.'  \\hi>  pre  (luick  ciiongh  lo  see  iheui  and 
take  a'ivant;'.i^e  of  tlieni.  Knowiu!^"  tlie  reason  of 
tlu'  ^'rlure  of  lii.v  cMni)loyer<  Mr.  Davi^  ^aw  llial 
if  the  un>aiablr  i^oods  coiild  In;  redyed  inU* 
fasliioiiablr  Nliadr-  llurr  woiiM  1)r  im  l(>s>,  aud 
iliis  i<'u-n  was  llv;  h  iniiilali* 'U  mT  tlu  r\li.n<ive  busj- 
lU'.ss  wbicli  he  lia>  ^iii'\'  kaiilt  up.  1  le  .leteruiiued 
t<t  eUi^aL^e  in  tlie  *l\<ing  l)U.-ine>^  aud  began  the 
work  ui  till  l)a^ei:H]it  <>i*  \\\<,  (..\\n  hoiHe.  ]li> 
lra<le  !.'"r.'i(hiall\  grew  an-l  tlie  enieri'riNe  proved  a 
>U(XX"Ss   from  tlie  brijinnin''.      lb-  liandU-d   jjoods 


that  the  regidar  dyers  were  afraid  to  attempt,  in- 
cluding black,  white  and  cream  laces.  When 
such  grxMls  became  fashionable  the  merchants 
send  them  to  him  and  he  colors  them  to  suit  the 
])revailing  demand.  So  successful  has  Mr.  Davis 
been  in  this  work  that  now  merchants  import  the^o 
goods  undyed  and  they  are  colored  by  liim.  His 
business  is  located  at  Xos.  307  tn  315  St.  Marks 
avenue.  Brooklyn,  where  he  furnishes  employ- 
ment to  three  hundred  people.  His  building  oc- 
cupies a  half  acre  of  ground  and  is  five  stories  in 
height.  He  has  an  office  and  store  at  495  Hroome 
street,  \ew  York,  and  in  the  enteq^rise  he  is  asso- 
ciated with  H.  \..  Quick  asj)artner. 

Thomas  J.  Davis  married.  May  20,  1875, 
Miss  Sophia  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  John  Taylor. 
a  native  of  England,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
^\\^  children :  John  Henry,  Thomas  J.,  Robert 
Wilson,  William  T.  and  Elcnora  M.  Davis.  This 
in  brief  is  the  life  record  of  Thomas  J.  Davis, 
who  about  thirty  years  ago  came  to  the  United 
States  empty  handed  and  entered  upon  his  busi- 
ness career  here  in  the  humble  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
rhe  opportunity  came  to  him  and  he  grasped  it, 
and  through  the  exercise  of  soinid  business  judg- 
ment, througn  gor^d  workmanship  and  close  ad- 
herence to  honorable  business  principles  he  has 
built  up  an  enterprise  which  annually  returns  t<) 
hiui  a  banclsome  profit. 

1':arl  r.  s.mith.  m.  d. 

Historians  and  genealogical  writers  have  k^ng 
sounded  the  praises  of  New  luigland  and  Mary- 
land anceslry,  and  it  would  seem  that  a  conihina- 
lion  of  tliese  two  is  as  desirable  to  a  patri<nic 
American  as  any  lineage  in  existence.  Dr.  Karl 
1^*.  Suiith.  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  popular 
physicians  of  central  Long  Island,  whose  practice 
centers  at  and  radiates  from  Jamaica,  was  lx)rn  in 
\ew  ^ Ork  city,  ."September  2^,  1^/3.  «i  son  of 
\\  illiani  and  .\deline  \\.  (  Holtz )  Smith,  hi^^ 
father  a  native  of  Maine,  his  mother  a  member 
of  an  old  Maryland  family. 

William  Smith  left  the  Pine  Tree  state  after 
he  luid  attained  to  manhcxxl  and  became  a  nier- 
cbaut  in  l*ialtiniore,  Marvland,  where  he  live<l  un- 
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lil  187 J.  I  lo  then  located  in  Xew  York  city  and 
devoted  liinisell'  to  buildinjj^  operations  there  until 
I  )ei7emlxT.  i8<f),  when  he  removed  to  Cornwall- 
<>n-the- Hudson,  where  he  resumed  mercantile 
pursuits.  William  and  Adeline  (ih»ltz)  Smith 
have  had  nine  children  :  William  \\.  is  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  church  :  Charles  1*1.  died  when  in 
his  twenty-third  year:  Harris  K.  is  a  minister  of 
the  Methodi^^t  church  :  Karl  R.  is  the  ftmrth  in  or- 
«ler  of  birth  .  (ieorj^e  A.  H.  is  a  jiracticini^  ])hysi- 
cian  at  (  ornwall-on-the-Hudson  :  l^'rances  is  the 
wife  of  William  Carver,  of  fVekskill.  Xew  N'ork : 
.\<lelaide  K.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Stanley,  of 
l>i«X)klyn,  Xew  ^  ork :  ICnima  died  at  the  ajLje  of 
nine  vears :  and  Ahce  is  a  member  nf  her  father's 
hoiisehold. 

L*r.  Karl  R.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  lirook- 
lyn  h\Q^\  scIkkjI  and  at  Yale  I'niversily.  He 
studied  medicine  in  nn"H)klyn  under  the  ])receptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  C.  A.  Vornuff.  In  i8<>5  he  entered  the 
I  -oni;^  Island  MecHcal  College,  in  which  institution 
ht_"  was  ijraduated  in  1808.  He  l)ej^an  the  practice 
c»f  his  profession  at  Jamaica,  in  T'ebruary,  iSc/), 
and  ha^  met  with  much  success.  Var  three  months 
during  the  Spanish  war  he  was  surgeon  on  the 
I /nited  States  steamer  Philadelphia.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Oueens  County  Medical  Associa- 
ti«:»n  and  of  other  org^anizations  of  physicians,  and 
is  an  active  and  helpful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Kpisconal  church. 

ALFRED  Ll'DLAM. 

The  r.udlam  family  of  which  Alfred  Ludlam 
of  Oyster  r>ay.  Lonp^  Island,  is  a  worthy  re])re- 
sentative.  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country. 
Thev  located  at  Water  ^lill.  Lonj^  Fsland.  in  1^40, 
purchased  the  mill  there  in  1O52,  and  the  branch 
r»f  the  fanuly  from  which  Alfred  Ludlam  de- 
scends rem(»ved  to  ( )y»iter  r»ay  in  hV>8.  The 
l>ro^enitor  t;f  the  Lonjj:  Island  branch  of  the  fam- 
ily was  Joseph  Ludlam.  the  founder  nl  the  set- 
tlement on  Center  Island,  who  svtlled  there  in 
if'M)2,  and  died  in  iC^jS.  He  was  the  first  resident 
of  the  island,  and  U])  to  a  few  years  aj^o  his  de- 
scendants were  the  only  occupants  of  tlu-  islaml 
with   the  o'ception  of  a   family  by  the  name  «»f 


Smith,  to  whom  Joseph  Ludlam.  a  «4;ran(lson  of 
Joseph  Ludlam  the  fomider.  sold  a  jMirtion  oi  the 
island  on  April  13.  1743.  and  their  descendants 
have  also  resided  there  ever  since.  There  are  now 
a  number  of  handsome  summer  residences  erected 
there.  jnse])h  Ludham's  son.  Cliarles  Ludlam, 
died  November  1.  \J(^).  His  son  diaries,  born 
in  171 7.  married  Mary  Weeks,  and  their  son 
William,  born  Aoril  ^\.  1757.  married  Temper- 
ance Week>.  He  died  A])ril  24,  1850.  His  son 
CharK<.  born  <  Htuber  4.  17S3,  nn  Center  Island. 
follnwe«l  the  occupation  of  farmin;^.  and  partici- 
l)ated  as  i  pri\atc'  durinjj  the  war  of  181 2,  being" 
siati'»iH<l  for  a  inne  at  Tort  (ireen.  iJrooklvn.  Xew 
Ynrk.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Klizabeth 
lvek<.  His  s«»n.  Robert  I''.  Ludlam,  father  of 
Alfred  Lu<llam.  was  born  on  (.'enter  Island,  lulv 
7.  1S04.  and  reside<l  there  for  the  i^i^reater  part  of 
his  life.  He  folluwed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
in  l^5(>  (h.s])i»sed  of  his  farm  to  Daniel  K.  Youngs, 
and  removed  lo  (  )yster  liay.  Long  Island.  He 
married  l^llen  I  .ayton.  and  seven  children  were 
lM>rn  to  them,  three  of  whcjui  died  young,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  family,  which  consisted  of  Al- 
fred. Mary  1'.,  W  illiam  U..  and  I^sther.  are  living 
at  the  present  lime.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren died  in  1S71.  survived  by  her  husband,  who 
passed  away  Se])teml)er  S.  i8<>().  having  resided 
for  the  lasi  i\\«>  years  of  his  life  with  his  son  .\1- 
Ired  L'ldlam. 

Ah'rerj  Ludlam.  son  of  Rol)erl  I',  and  Kllen 
l.iidiani,  was  horn  in  Xew  \'ork  city.  June  27, 
i8,V*-  Al  the  -iiie  of  eighteen  years  he  embarked 
in  the  eoasiini^  iraile  and  became  master  of  a  ves- 
sel in  i*'^.^.^;.  In  1S04.  during  the  progress  of  the 
Civil  war.  he  dis]><»se(l  of  hi.s  interest  in  the  vessel, 
and  located  in  (hsler  Uay,  where  he  has  since 
])een  sneres>ru]|y  occupied  in  the  ]>lanting  of  oys- 
t'.Ts  and  the  o\  «,ier  trade. 

.\lr.  Ludlam  was  raised  to  the  degree  of  Mas- 
ter Mas»)n  m  the  Marsh  Lodge  of  Urooklyn  Xo. 
iSX.  oil  Max-^.  iS:;;,  and  affiliated  with  Matine- 
cock  Lodge  Xo.  Sof).  I  if  (  )yster  lUiy.  in  iS<;.^.  of 
wbicli  he  i«^  still  a  member.  He  is  a  faith  fid  at- 
tendant of  die  Methodist  K])iscopal  church  of 
^  hsler  r.ay.  (  )n  April  h;,  1S37,  Mr.  Ludlam  was 
unilecl   in   marriaire  to   Hannah    1).    .Marchant  of 
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Edgartown,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Abiah  (Fisher)  Marchant.  Mrs.  Ludlani 
died  September  i,  1902. 

BENJAMIN  F.  EVERITT. 

The  name  of  Everitt  has  long  been  interwoven 
with  the  history  of  Long  Island.  As  early  as 
1650  the  name  ol  Richard  Everitt  was  written  in 
the  o)(l  town  records  of  Rusdorff,  bv  which  name 
Jamaica  was  formerly  known.  Three  brothers  in 
this  family  line  came  from  Holland  to  America, 
arriving  some  time  in  the  year  mentioned,  one  of 
whom  did  not  long  survive.  John  settled  in  Mass- 
achusetts and  Richard  in  Rusdorff.  Long  Island, 
and  from  him  the  Long  Island  Everitts  are  de- 
scended. 

John  Everitt,  the  grandfather  of  Benjamin  F. 
Everitt,  was  born  in  Jamaica  and  spent  his  entire 
life  there.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  built  the  pres- 
ent Presbyterian  church  at  that  place.  He  mar- 
ried Maria  Thatford,  who  bore  him  children  as 
follows:  Catherine,  who  married  Norman  V^an 
Nostrand  ;  John,  who  married  Eliza  Welling,  since 
deceased,  and  he  now  lives  in  Brooklvn,  New 
York ;  James,  deceased  ;  and  Joseph  B. 

Joseph  B.  Everitt,  father  of  Benjamin  F. 
Everitt,  was  born  in  Jamaica  October  10,  1821, 
lived  there  all  his  life  and  died  there  December 
21,  1884.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade  of 
carriage-builder  and  was  employed  in  that  ca- 
pacity with  success  until  1843.  ^"  i)artnorship 
with  his  brother  John  he  then  entered  the  under- 
taking business,  in  w-hich  he  continued  to  be  en- 
gaged up  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  A  man  of 
honor  and  enterprise,  he  proved  himself  in  every 
w-ay  worthy  of  his  ancestry  and  was  regarded  as 
a  leading  man  of  the  town.  He  served  as  a  trustee 
of  the  village,  was  \\  member  of  the  old  Jamaica 
Volunteers  and  was  a  ])art  of  the  force  of  Engine 
NV/.  2.  in  the  volunteer  lire  department.  He  was 
an  active  and  CDUsistent  member  o-f  the  Presby- 
terian church  and  was  a  good  man  whose  life  was 
fuil  of  deeds  ])r()niptc(l  l)y  friendship  and  charity. 
He  married  Eikn  l\irsels,  and  to  them  were  born 
f(^::r  children,  as  lollows  :  Mary  l^llen.  who  became 
the   wife  kA   C'ai)tain   Robert    K.   Clark,   of    L'ort 


Chester,  New  York ;  Benjamin  F.;  Anna  M. :  and 
William  E.,  chief  clerk  in  the  building  department 
of  the  village  of  Jamaica. 

Benjamin  F.  Everitt  was  bom  May  26,  i 
in  Jamaica,  in  the  public  schools  of  which  pla 
he  received  his  initial  schooling,  then  enteri 
as  a  student  of  Union  Hall  Academy.     His  fir 
ensplovinent  was  in  the  postoffice  of  his  nati 
village,  where  he  remained  about  four  years. 
1S83  he  was  elected  coroner  of  Queens  county 
held  that  office  until  January  i,  1895,  and  he 
also  held  other  positions  of  trust  and  respo 
bility.     In  1886  he  was  appointed  to  a  clerk^^, 
in  the  office  of  the  countv  clerk  and  served  in  1 
capacity  ten  years,  resigning  the  position  tc^- 
sociate  himself  with  his  father  and  brother  in 
imdertaking  business,  of  which  he  became    ^ 
I^roprietor  by  the  death  of  his  father  and  by 
retirement  from  the  enterprise  of  his  brother,  M" 
iam  E.  Everitt.    Mr.  Everitt  is  well  known  to 
leading  undertakers  not  only  of  New^  York, 
also  of  the  whole  country.    He  is  president  of  t. 
Undertakers*  Asso<:iation  of  Queens,  Nas.sau  at 
Suffolk  counties,  New  York ;  was  a  member  of  t 
committee  on  legislation  of  the  National  Fune 
Association  of  the  United  States ;  was  chairm^ 
of  the  manufacturers'  conference  of  the  New  Yoc 
State  Undertakers'  Association,  and  was  a  delJ 
gate  iVom  the  state  association  of  New^  York 
the  national  convention  of  the  Funeral  AssiKiati^ 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  nth  of  December,  1868,  Mr.  Eve 
married  Mary  E.  liavlis,  a  daughter  of  Selah 
Sarah  Baylis.  of  Jericho.  Long  Island,  and  a  me 
ber  of  one  of  the  old  Quaker  families  of  Jeric' 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  six  children,  th 
of  whom  died  in  childhood.    The  three  who  s^ 
vive  are  Carrie  E.,  born  November  zy,  1872.  \v7:^ 
married  Ceorge  L.  Adams,  who  is  asstKiated  wv/i 
Mr.  l^verilt  in  business;  Nettie  R.  and  Amia  .M.  - 
Mrs.  [{veritt  died  January  22^  1885. 

Mr.  Everitt  is  a  public-spirited  citizen  who  al- 
ways gives  his  influence  and  practical  aid  to  the 
adsancement  of  measures  which  he  believes  to  be 
conducive  to  the  general  welfare.     He  takes  an 
active  part   in  i)olitics.  local,  state  and  national, 
casting  his  l)allot  for  the  nominees  of  the  Demo- 
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erratic  party.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Degraw 

Jhlose  Company  of  Jamaica,  serving  as  foreman 

for  nine  years;  was  treasurer  of  the  fire  depart- 

nie-nt  three  years,  and  filled  the  office  of  fire  warden 

fonr  years.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed 

cHurch  of  Jamaica,  and  has  been  its  sexton  for 

t"A%-entv-one  vears.     He  is  a  member  of  Jamaica 

Lodge,.  No.  546,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and 

of  the  following  Masonic  organizations  of  iJrook- 

Ivii :     De  Witt  Clinton  Cliai)tcr.  Xo.   141.  Royal 

-Arch    Masons:    I>c   Witt   Clinton    Cnniniandory. 

5^^o    27.  Knights  Templar;  Lodge  of  Perfection. 

I~^rinces  of  Jernsaleni.     He  is  also  a  member  of 

.Ta-maica  Lodge,  No.  247,  Independent  ( )rder  of 

^-•dd  Fellows,  and  a  charter  member  of  Jamaica 

^  «^xmcil.  No.  433,  Royal  Arcanum. 

ARTHCR  H.  GOLDSMITH. 

One  of  the  ablest  and  best  known  business  men 

^^^     Floral  Park,  Nassau  county.  Long  Island,  is 

"^^r^hur  Hubert  Goldsmith.    He  is  a  leader  in  com- 

'"^^^Tcial  circles  and  is  now  a  ca])able  and  ])oi)ular 

^^^^^stmaster  in  the  town  in  which  he  makes  his 

"^^>Tie.    He  was  born  February  28.  1871.  on  a  farm 

r  Washingtonville,  Orange  county.  Xew  York, 

his  preliminary  education  was  accjuired  in  the 

.* strict  schools  after  which  he  i)ursued  his  studies 

■*^^    t.he  public  .schools  at  Washingtonville.      ]*etore 

^^^^"^oniing  a  resident  of  Floral  Park  he  tre(|uently 

^^**^^ked   for  Tohn  Lewis  Childs,  the  well-known 

*^^^^prietor  of  the  extensive  floral  busniess  at  that 

*^~*^ce.     He  was  employed  during  the  busy  seasons 

^    the  year  by  Mr.  Childs,  beginning  work  as  an 

^^^nd  boy,  but  his  close  application,  reliability 

^^J  enercTv  attracted  the  attention  of  those  under 

^^rn  he  served  and  they  promoted  him  as  oi)|)or- 

-^^'ty  offered,  every  advancement  that  came  to 

^^y^   being  a  stepping  stone  to  something  better. 

,^^^'  ■^en  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  his  |)arents, 

^^^n^a  A.  and  Julia  N.  (ioldsmith,  came  to  Moral 

^"^k  to  reside,  and  through  the  succeeding  three 

^    Jour  years  our  subject  was  a  student  «)f  the 

V  va^ij^,  schools  of  Jamaica  during  the  fall  and  win- 

^^  tiionths,  and  throughout  the  remainder  of  the 

^  >^ar  worked  for  Mr.  Childs.    For  several  years  he 

^^'as  employed   in   the   packing   department    and 


eventuallv  became  its  foreman.  Later  he  was 
given  a  position  in  the  office,  where  he  had  the 
opening  of  the  mail  and  general  office  work.  Sev- 
eral times  he  went  to  Rochester  and  superintended 
the  mailing  <^f  catalogues  when  Mr.  Giilds  had 
his  printing  done  in  that  city.  In  1894  Mr.  Gold- 
.smith  was  made  office  manager,  which  position 
he  held  until  api)ointed  postmaster  of  Floral  Park, 
on  the  1st  of  September,  1898.  Any  one  i)assing 
through  the  town  and  judging  from  the  size  of 
the  village  would  not  think  the  volume  of  business 
done  in  tlie  i>o>l-ofHce  is  one  twentieth  t)f  what  it 
is.  The  (^ftice,  however,  is  of  the  first-class  and  no 
other  office  on  Long  Island,  with  the  exception 
of  that  of  l>rooklyn.  does  a  more  extensive  busi-. 
ness.  owing  to  the  great  volume  of  trade  controlled 
by  Mr.  Childs.  Mr.  (ioldsmith  is  also  personal 
secretary  and  a  close  friend  of  Mr.  Childs,  and  is 
thoroughly  familiar  with  all  the  details  of  the 
business  of  the  latter  at  Floral  Park,  having 
worked  his  way  upward  from  a  humble  position 
of  an  errand  hoy  to  a  place  of  the  highest  responsi- 
bilitv  and  trust,  being  next  in  authority  to  Mr. 
Childs  in  the  suj)ervision  and  management  of  the 
business.  He  has  also  been  treasurer  of  the  May- 
flower Publishing  Company  since  its  incor])ora- 
tion  in  1^04. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Xovember,  1895,  in  Washing- 
ton, 1).  C,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Gold- 
smith and  Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Tanner,  a  daughter 
of  Captain  C.  !>.  and  Lydia  A.  Tanner.  They 
have  one  child.  Ruby  Marion,  born  October  19, 
T8tK>.  Mr.  Goldsmith  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
|)endent  ( )rder  of  ( lood  Tem])lars  and  served  as 
County  Chief  Templar  of  Oueens  county  for  two 
vears.  The  cause  of  temperance  finds  in  him  a 
w:irni  friend,  whose  labors  in  its  behalf  are  effi- 
cient and  far-reaching.  He  is  also  a  leading  and 
active  member  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  church 
of  rioral  Park,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  one  of 
its  trustees  and  is  president  of  its  Christian  En- 
deavor Society.  As  a  citizen  he  is  deei)ly  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  and  ])rogress  of  the  town  in 
which  he  makes  his  home,  and  co-operates  in 
cv?ry  measure  and  movement  which  he  believes 
will  ])rove  a  ptiblic  good.  He  was  instrumental 
in  ^ectiring  the  introduction  of  the  water  works 
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and  IS  a  member  and  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Hook  and  l^adder  Company  Xo.  i, 
and  does  all  in  his  i)()\ver  for  the  advancement 
of  the  community.  Since  the  20th  of  March,  1894, 
he  has  held  the  office  of  notary  ])ublic,  and  was 
president  of  the  Jocal  Ke])nblican  Club  in  1892. 
His  close  study  of  political  issues  has  allied  him 
wi(h  the  party  now  in  power,  and  he  is  deeply 
interested  in  its  success  and  prog^ress,  believin|2^ 
that  it  contains  the  best  elements  of  good  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Goldsmith  is  a  very  popular  and 
progressive  young  man,  highly  esteemed  for  his 
manv  sterling  qualities,  his  name  being  a  synonym 
for  all  that  is  honorable  in  business  life  and  com- 
mendable in  his  i)rivate  career,  and  his  life  record 
illustrates  most  forcibly  what  may  be  accom- 
plished through  earnest  and  honest  ])urp()se  when 
combined  with  sound  judgment  and  steadfast 
principle. 

JKDIAH  PRKXDKGAST  HILLEK. 

Jediah  IV  Hiller,  deceased,  a  descendant  of 
old  and  honored  families  of  the  colonial  ]>eriod. 
and  people  of  wonderful  longevity,  was  during  a 
long,  active  and  useful  life  one  of  the  most  ])rom- 
inent  and  highly  res]X'cted  residents  of  Old  West- 
bury.  Xassau  county.  Long  Island. 

His  American  ancestors  wx*re  Henjamin  and 
r*risoilla  (Irish)  Hiller.  who  were  settlers  at 
Dartmouth.  Rhode  Island,  long  ])rior  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  From  them  descended  Nathan 
Hiller,  born  May  12.  T738,  in  the  village  named, 
and  v\ho  died  January  23,  1832,  at  the  ])atriarchal 
age  of  ninety-four  years.  He  married  Abigail 
W  ing.  who  was  born  in  the  same  ])lace  as  him- 
self. September  23,  1737-  'i"<^  <^^^^1  ^^  ^^^^  advanced 
age  of  eighty-three  years  and  six  months.  Their 
son  Jonathan  was  bcjrn  August  31.  17O7.  in  Pawl- 
ing. Hulchess  county.  New  ^^)rk,  and  died  July 
25.  1846.  aged  seventy-nine  years.  He  married 
Johanna  l.riggs.  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  born  in 

Richard  Hiller,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Johanna 
n>riggs)  Hiller,  was  horn  in  Dover.  Dutchess 
county.  \e\v  ^'ork.  Xoveniber  2}^,  ^/^)J,  and  died 
May  7.  1877,  aged  eighty  years,     ilis  wife,  Han- 


nah (iar field,  was  born  in  Windham  coimty,  \'er- 
mont,  March  15.  1S05.  and  died  Xovemher  12. 
t8('k).  The  father  was,  like  his  ancestors,  a  farm- 
er, and  he  also  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business. 
He  was  a  man  of  eminently  upright  character. 
and  his  life  was  useful  and  successful. 

Jediah  J'rendegast  Hiller,  son  of  Richard  and 
Hannah   ((iarfield)   Hiller,  was  lx>rn  in  James- 
town, Chautau(|ua  coimty.  Xew  York,  March  15. 
jS2().    He  wah  reared  a  farmer,  but  also  devoted 
his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits,  and  for  some 
years   conducted   a    successful    lumber   business. 
About  [880  he  t(H)k  up  his  residence  on  Long  Isl- 
and, in  the  village  of  Old  Westbury.    He  was  for 
some  time  associated    with    William    Willets  in 
bringing  in  and  selling  cattle  to  the  farmers,  and 
was  instrumental  in  greatly  imi)roving  the  condi- 
tions of  the  neighborhood  in  his  calling.     In  1885 
he  located  upon  an  e.xcellent  farm  of  fifty  acres  of 
well  kept  and  highly  ])roductive  land,  whereupon^ 
he  resided  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.     Hii===s 
death  occurred  on  June  2H,   i8(>(),  at  the  age  o^  ^ 
>eventy-three  years.     Esteemed  by  all  as  a  thor— :a 
oughly  conscientious  and  honorable  man.  and  oiik— 
who  was  in  all  his  days  a  helpful  and  sympathet*  ^ 
n.eighbor  and  friend,  his  loss  was  deeply  deplore  -^ 
Although  his  advanced  age  had  for  some  tii — 
necessitated  his  withdrawal  from  active  pursui 

his  intluence  was  abiding,  and  his  aid  and  crmn 

were  freely  afforded  in  su])port  of  all  ])ublic  int 
ests  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  among  whonw 
many  of  his   \ears   were  honorably   spent. 
religious  syni])athies  were  with  the     Friends   ^ 
which    sect   his   ancestors    had    been    adher*^-^  -m 
through  many  generations.     His  ])olitical  alVi!M 
lions  were  with  the  Democratic  i>arty. 

Mr.  Hiller  left  surviving  him,  and  making  M.  1 
lionie  [\])un  the  farm  which  had  been  her  alx  '-• 
tliroughout  her  married  life,  his  widow,  who  \w  -=^ 
?^lrs.  ]^lizal)eth  R.  Tost,  of  a  family  as  ancient  a  ■ 
honorable  as  his  ijwn.  She  is  a  descendant 
Richard  Post,  wim  in  1732  married  .Mary  Willie 
whose  ancestor  was  Henry  Willis,  who  died  i^ 
I'jigland  in  1^38.  ( )f  that  marriage  was  bni 
(1733)  Henry  Post,  who  in  \/()i  married  Mar;;' 
Titus.  Their  son  l-'dnumd  was  born  March  27 
1762,  and  (lied    June  (k   1830.    He  married  Cath 
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erinc  Willcts,  in  1788,  and  of  this  union  was  born 
a  son,  Joseph. 

Joseph  Post,  son  of  luhnund  an<l  Catherine 
( Willets)  Post  was  born  in  Westlniry.  Lon^  Isl- 
and, in  1803,  "^  t^^^  home  which  had  !)een  the 
abode  of  his  ancestors  from  early  colonial  times, 
and  where  he  died.  January  1 1 .  1888.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  He  was  an  exemplary  mem- 
l>er  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  held  in 
affection  bv  all  who  knew  him.  His  benefactions 
wen*  manv,  and  he  aided  in  everv  worthv  cause. 

•  mm 

In  1828  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  {bobbins,  a 
daughter  of  \\  illet  Robbins.  who  was  a  descend- 
ant of  (iovernor  Carr.  of  Rhcwle  Island.  ( )f  this 
marriage  was  l^orn  a  daughter,  iClizabeth,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Jediah  P.  Hiller.  Various 
of  the  old  families  with  which  she  is  connected  are 
written  of  on  other  pages  of  this  work. 

.\\f()S  n.   HRXDRU'KSOX. 

XnmfxTed  with  that  class  of  men  who  are  the 
liest  representatives  of  the  leading  industries  of 
this  jK)rtion  of  the  Rmpire  state  is  Amos  1).  Hen- 
clrickson,  who  well  deserves  honorable  mention  in 
this  volume,  and  who  is  now  activelv  connected 
wth  commercial  pursuits  as  the  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Hendrickson  &  Company,  dealers 
in  lumber,  wood  and  building  materials,  at  Ja- 
maica, Queens  county,  Long  Island. 

Mr.  Hendrickson  was  born  in  Springfield. 
Queens  county.  July  24,  1858.  a  son  of  I^lias  C. 
and  Elizat)eth  (Denton)  Hendrickson.  The  father 
was  born  in  Springfield  March  15,  i8jh.  and  his 
parents  were  Charles  and  .\lletta  (Snedeker) 
Hendrickson.  The  grandfather  was  also  a  native 
of  Queens  county,  where  his  !)irth  occurred  April 
20,  17H7,  his  death  on  the  loth  of  March.  i82(;. 
His  wife,  who  belonged  to  an  ol<l  family  of  Long 
Island,  died  <  )ctober  20.  1845. 

Elias  C.  Hendrick.son  spent  his  early  life  in  the 
family  home  on  Long  Island,  but  when  still  (piite 
voung  went  to  New  York  city,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  a  time  in  a  b(K)t  and  shoe  store.  Later 
he  Ix'came  identified  with  the  newspaper  business 
and  for  some  years  was  connected  with  the  New 
^'ork  *'Sun."    He  returned  to  his  farm  at  Spring- 


field, however,  and  in  i8<^)2  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade  at  Jamaica,  sfH)n  Incoming  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  the  town  and  accumulating 
a  goodly  fortune  as  the  result  of  his  enterprise 
and  strict  attention  to  business.  Resides  building 
up  an  extensive  trade,  he  always  took  an  active 
part  in  local  affairs  and  supported  every  project 
which  in  his  judgment  promised  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  ]HK>ple.  A  sincere  Christian,  he 
was  a  member  aiul  for  a  iiuuiIkt  of  years  a  trustee 
of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  maintained  a  help- 
ful interest  in  the  Sunday-schcx)l.  He  was  re- 
markable for  the  forgiving  spirit  which  he  mani- 
fested toward  his  erring  fellow  men,  and  those 
who  tried  to  hel]>  themselves  jn  a  material  way  and 
vet  met  with  misfortime  found  in  him  a  friend.  He 
was  Uvw.  sagacious  and  far-seeing  to  a  marked 
des^ree.  and  these  traits  were  no  doubt  instru- 
mental in  gaining  for  him  a  position  among  the 
infiuential  men  of  Long  Island.    " 

lM>rman\  years  Mr.  Hendrick.son  had  the  com- 
panionship of  a  devoted  helpmeet,  to  whom  he 
alwa\s  attributed  nmch  of  his  success,  for  she 
was  his  ct^nlident  and  counsellor  in  all  his  enter- 
prises. She  was  a  daughter  of  Amos  Denton,  a 
farmer  of  Jamaica,  who  served  his  country  as  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  181  j.  Her  mother.  Patience 
(  Lndlam  )  Denton,  was  <lescen(led  from  one  of  the 
oldest  Long  Island  families.  Mrs.  Hendrickson 
was  born  in  Jamaica  and  has  s])ent  her  entire  life 
in  this  locality.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  in  which  her  brothers  are  serving 
as  elders.  Her  home  is  on  I'nion  avenue,  in  Ja- 
maica, and  has  always  been  the  center  of  a  refined 
hospitality.  l\lias  C.  and  Klizabeth  (Denton) 
Hendrickson  were  die  parents  of  nine  children, 
three  of  \vli<»m  are  living:  Amos  D..  the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Samuel  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Hattie  liarto:  and  Jennie  A.,  now  the  wife 
of  Daniel  S.  .Smith,  who  is  witTi  the  Union  (ias 
(  ompanv.  of  Jamaica.  One  daughter  of  the  fam- 
ilv,  Annie  l^.,  married  lUmer  E.  P>ergen.  assistant 
pf^stmaster  at  Jamaica,  and  died  July  4,  1898. 

Anios  D.  Hendrickson  attended  both  public 
and  i^rivate  sch(X)ls  in  Jamaica,  was  a  student  in 
Mechanic's  Institute,  of  .New  Jersey,  and  the 
Mai)le  PJall  Institute  at  Jamaica:  and  afterward 
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took  a  thorough  course  in  Brown's  Business  Col- 
lecre,  in  Brooklyn.  His  first  venture  was  in  the 
insurance  business,  and  later  he  was  for  a  time 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  spring  beds.  For 
a  period  of  nine  years,  or  until  1890,  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Long  Ifiland  Railroad  Com- 
pany as  express  agent  at  Jamaica,  and  after  about 
ten  years  he  became  a  ])artner  in  his  father's  busi- 
ness, which  then  as^^umed  the  firm  name  of  E.  C. 
Hendrickson  &  Company.  Since  his  father's 
death  he  has  continued  the  enterj)rise  under  the 
style  of  Hendrickson  &  Company,  with  Arthur  ^L 
\\  bite  as  a  partner,  Mr.  White  having  previously 
been  connected  with  the  business  for  a  tnuiiber  of 
years. 

Something:  of  the  early  history  of  this  old 
and  important  concern  will  be  interesting  in  this 
connection.  The  business  has  had  an  existence  of 
more  than  sixty  years,  and  its  prestige  and  stabil- 
ity has  increased  uninterruptedly.  The  firm  was 
originally  known  as  Hendrickson  &  Smith.  Its 
style  has  changed  many  times,  but  the  firm  title 
has  always  been  headed  by  the  name  of  Hendrick- 
son. Jn  1862  it  became  S.  E.  &  E.  C.  Hendrick- 
son. and  after  the  death  of  Elias  C.  Hendrickson 
tlie  present  firm  name  was  adopted.  The  extensive 
plant  of  the  company  covers  nearly  four  acres  of 
ground  and  extends  for  nearly  a  block  along  New 
York  avenue  from  the  railroad  to  Fulton  street. 
The  plant  com])rises  numerous  large  buildings  for 
storage  and  many  sniaHcr  structures,  together 
\yilh  a  coal  pocket  of  two  thousand  tons  capacity. 
Tlie  largest  of  the  himl)er  storage  buildings  is 
is  sixty  by  one  hundred  feet  and  two  stories  in 
height,  and  is  used  for  the  storage  of  lumber  and 
wf'od.  Tt  lias  a  ca])acity  of  about  one  million  feet 
<»f  dried  lumber.  A  well-eciui])ped  two-story 
building,  eighty  by  forty  feel,  is  used  as  a  store- 
house for  ]>uil(ling  materials  of  all  kinds,  inchiding 
paints.  Another  building  is  a  storehouse  for  fer- 
tilizers and  another  for  brick,  lime,  lath,  cement, 
<lr;iin  tile  and  similar  goods.  The  handsome  two- 
stc)ry  brick  and  wood  oi'ticc.  with  a  modern  dwell- 
ing on  the  second  lloor.  completes  this  thoroughly 
^(inipped  lousiness  plant. 

Mr.  Hendrickson  was  married  in  the  old  Pres- 
b\tcrian  chmTh.  at    laniaica,   Xoy ember  6,   i88(). 


to  Miss  Sarah  Lewis.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Jamaica  Club,  the  Jamaica  Volunteer  Firemen's 
As.sociation  and  the  Tamaqua  Wheelmen's  Club. 
Of  genial  manner  and  social  disposition,  he  is 
popular  in  these  organizations,  and  has  many 
warm  friends  as  well  as  business  accpiaintances 
who  esteem  him  highly. 

GEORGE  L.  HUBBELL. 

George  L.  Hubbell,  as  general  luanager  of  the 
Garden  City  Land  Company,  is  actively  con- 
nected with  the  development  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  little  cities  upon  the  American  continent, 
for  Garden  City,  recently  established,  has  been 
laid  out  in  harmonv  with  the  most  advanced  ideas 
of  progress,  where  beauty,  culture,  intellectuality 
and  religion  have  been  combined  with  the  utilitar- 
ian in  the  building  of  a  municipality  which  has 
all  of  the  improvements  of  a  modern  city,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  attractions  which  nature  ?vcr  offers 
to  her  devotees.  Mr.  Hubbell,  a  man  of  excellent 
business  ability  and  executive  force,  has  largely 
])romoted  the  upbuilding  and  has  charge  of  its 
further  development,  so  that  the  result  will  l)e  a 
harmonious  whole. 

I  fe  was  born  in  Chazey,  Clinton  county.  New 
^  ork.  October  18,  1865.  His  father.  Colonel 
John  Wolcott  Hubbell,  was  also  a  native  of  the 
same  locality,  while  the  grandfather.  Julius  C. 
Hubbell.  was  born  in  P'airfield  county.  Connecti- 
cut, whence  he  removed  to  Massachusetts.  I^arly 
in  the  development  of  New  England  the  family 
was  founded  in  America  by  Richard  HublK^ll. 
who  came  from  England  to  the  new  world  in 
1035.  If^'  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  Hubba,  a 
Danish  bandit  of  renown  who  lived  in  the  days 
when  war  and  plunder  were  the  chief  occupation 
of  men  and  when  romance  and  strife  ruled  the 
land.  He  settled  in  Wales  in  the  mountainous 
district  which  became  known  as  Hubba's  hills. 
After  the  colonization  of  America  was  lK\giin 
Richard  llubbcH  sought  a  home  bcycMid  the  At- 
lantic. Pie  had  a  son  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Colonial  army.  Wolcott  Hubbell.  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  served  as  a  member  of 
the  ^Massachusetts  senate  and  married  a  daughter 
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of  Governor  Wolcott,  of  Connecticut.     Another 
relative  of  our  subject,  prominent  in  public  life, 
was  General  Benjamin  Morris,  who  served  on  the 
5tatt  of  Cieneral  Washington  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.        Julius    C.  Hubhell    was    a     dis- 
tingnishe<l  lawyer  and  prominent  resident  of  Xew 
York  city,  and  thus  throuj^h  various  generations 
the  family  has  furnished  to  the  nation  men  prom- 
inent in  the  military  and  business  circles  of  the 
country  and  who  either  in  the  walks  of  public  or 
private  lite  have  served  their  land  with  ])atriotic 
devotion.     John  Wolcott  Hubbell,  the  father  t^i 
<_'ur  subject,  was  a  colonel  in  the  rep^ular  army 
prior  to  the  Civil  war.  but  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
jiUSTuration  of  hostilities  he  was  too  well  advanced 
in  years  to  enter  the  service.     He  married  Mar- 
j^aret  l>eckworth,  a  daughter  of  ( ieorge  M.  \Wck- 
worth,  who  was  judge  of  the  county  court  of  (  lin- 
ton  county,  Xew  York,  for  many  years.      Into 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbell  were  born  eleven  children, 
of  whom  ten  are  living. 

George  L.  Hubbell  completed  his  education  in 
\\  illiams  College,  at  Williamstown.  Massachu- 
setts, and  then  entered  uj)on  his  business  career 
in  the  humble  capacity  of  an  office  boy  in  the  gen- 
eral office  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company. 
There  iie  remained  for  nine  years,  and  his  ability. 
fidelity  and  close  application  to  his  w(^rk  won  him 
continued  arlvancement.  In  189 1  he  was  made 
general  purchasing  agent  of  the  road  under  Austin 
Corbin.  and  filled  that  important  and  responsible 
p-'jsition  until  1897,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to 
take  charge  of  affairs  of  the  Garden  City  Com- 
pany which  owns  eight  thousand,  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  two  hundred  residences  and  a  fine 
hotel.  No  more  appropriate  name  for  the  place 
could  be  chosen  than  the  one  selected.  It  is  laid 
out  in  a  most  attractive  way,  with  a  spacious  park, 
Tiroad  streets  bordered  with  fine  trees,  handsome 
residences,  and  churches  and  scIick^Is  which  are 
unsurpassed  in  the  country.  There  are  certain  re- 
strictions enforced  which  add  to  its  great  desir- 
ability as  a  ])lace  of  residence.  Xo  saloons  are 
admitted  and  all  of  the  business  houses  are  upon 
one  block.  At  first  no  land  was  soUl  either  for 
residences  or  for  speculation,  the  company  erect- 


ing houses  which  were  only  leased.  However 
this  policy  has  Ikcii  dian^ed  and  now  the  land  is 
sold  outright  to  purchasers  desiring  to  use  it  for 
residence  purfioses.  The  company  will  build  the 
hou.<^es  if  so  desired  and  certain  rules  must  be 
complied  with  that  produce  a  harmonious  unity. 
Alxnit  three  thousand  acres  have  Iktii  built  upon 
and  Ciarden  City  now  contains  a  population  of 
about  iivi,"^  hundred  and  fifty.  A  model  public 
school  building  is  now  Ix'ing  erected  in  addition 
to  those  alreadv  established — St.  Paul's  for  hoys 
and  i^t.  Mary's  for  girls.  The  former  is  the  finest 
building  of  the  kind  in  the  conntry.  It  has  ac- 
c«»mmodations  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  students 
and  was  built  through  the  munificence  of  Mrs.  A. 
'i\  .Stewart,  who  ])rr»vided  for  it  in  her  will.  St. 
Mary's  school  for  girls  has  accc^mmodations  for 
one  hundred  girls.  an<l  diere  is  an  endowment 
sufficient  to  supi^ort  both  schools  as  well  as  the 
Cathedral  of  the  Incarnation,  which  was  built  bv 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Stewart  in  memorv  of  her  husband, 
once  the  leading  merchant  of  Xew  York  city.  It 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  se vent v-five  thousand  dol- 
lars  and  is  notable  for  the  l)eauty  of  its  archi- 
tecture, which  is  a  close  repHKluction  of  the  fam- 
(His  iiothic  ecclesiastical  structures  of  England. 
!n  the  immediate  neighborhtxxl  are  also  Presby- 
terian, Xiethodist  and  Catholic  churches.  The 
cathedral  musical  services  are  .said  to  !)e  the  best 
in  the  country,  a  large  appro[)riation  having  lieen 
set  aside  for  this  through  Mrs.  Stewart's  will. 

^\r.  Hubbell  is  carrying  forward  the  work  of 
improvement  on  the  lines  laid  out  and  superin- 
tending the  business  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Ciarden  City  Company.  He  is  enterprising 
and  energetic  and  no  more  capa!)le  man  could 
l";ave  been  secured  to  assume  control  and  labor  for 
the  interests  of  the  town. 

On  the  T^di  of  July,  r8<)i,  Mr.  Hubbell  was 
married  to  Miss  Eliza  S.  Piatt,  a  daugliter  of 
John  I.  Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie.  X'ew  York,  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Eagle  of  that  place.  They 
have  ^\Q  children :  John  P..  ( icorge  L.,  Sher- 
wood. Margaret  and  Elizabeth.  Sixrially  Mr. 
Hubbell  is  connected  with  the  l-niversitv  Club,  of 
Xew  York,  and  is  secretarv  of  the  Garden  Citv 
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(iolf  C  Inb.  His  genial  disposition  unfailinj^ 
courtesy  and  cordial  manner  make  him  a  favor- 
ite in  social  circles  and  both  he  and  his  wife  have 
many  friends  in  (harden  C'ity  and  on  Lon^  Island. 

WILLIAM    R.    KIRWIX. 

The  vahie  of  the  Irivsh  element  in  otir  pr)pula- 
lion  hec(»mes  more  and  more  apparent  as  the  years 
pass,  and  it  is  noted  that  the  Irish  in  America  keep 
pace  with  peo])le  of  other  nationalities  in  the  march 
of  advancement  and  show  no  sij^ns  of  ever  hecom- 
int^  losers  in  the  race.  Besides,  their  jolly  dispo- 
sition and  contente<l  spirit  are  examples  of  a  very 
hiq-h  order  for  all  other  peoples  in  the  world.  The 
well  known  resident  of  Jamaica  whose  name  sup- 
])lies  the  title  to  this  notice  is  an  Irishman,  only 
one  dej^free  HMnoved  from  the  "(Ireen  Isle" — an 
Irishman  horn  of  parents  both  of  wh<»m  were  born 
in  Ireland.  Mr.  Kirwin  first  saw  the  li^ht  of  dav 
at  Hempstead,  Loni^:  Island.  December  20.  1876. 
His  parents  were  Michael  and  Mary  (  l^^an  )  Kir- 
w'in.  Michael  Kirwin.  a  son  of  Thomas  Kirwin, 
came  to  America  from  his  native  land  in  his  early 
manhfHid  and  lived  in  California  until  1S70.  He 
then  came  east  and  located  in  New  York  city. 
After  living*  there  five  years  he  removed  to  Hemp- 
stead, Lon^  i.sland.  where  he  still  lives.  Michael 
and  Marv  (  l\gan  ;  Kirwin  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, named  a.s  follows  in  the  order  of  iheir  nativ- 
ity :  Margarvl  (dead),  who  married  Thomas 
Carey:  Mary,  wife  of  William  l^'arreli,  of  Xew 
York  cit\':  I  lelen,  wife  of  riiomas  Lowe,  of 
1  lemp^tead  :  Lawrence,  William  K..  Josephine  and 
ICugene. 

\\  illiani  R.  Kirwin  ac(|uire(l  his  education  in 
the  ])ni)lic  schools  of  IJenipslead.  After  leaving 
school  Ik-  engaged  in  the  undertaking  hu^^iness 
at  I  lenipsiead  w  illi  Iii>  brother  Lawrence  as  a  part- 
us r.  nn«ier  the  linn  name  of  Kirwin  iir<illiers.  In 
|nl\.  iNti(/.  Ik  formed  a  eo-parlner,ship  with  M.  J. 
.^I'Taii.  niKJer  ilu-  si\K-  of  Kirwin  cV  MMran.  nn- 
<'«.  n:ik«-.  ^  and  tinbalniers.  and  llie\  liav*-  (.'-lablish- 
nM-ni-,  .1;  Jani.'iira.  (  )neens  and  Crrat  Xcek.  L"ng 
!-!an<l.  riicr  lamaiea  esiablisjinient  is  ai  three 
lirii'ii*-'  .''n'i  n!nel\-f<'nr  l'"nh«'n  snx-rt.  It  is 
si<  rUc>\  with  a  e.  I'liplctr  line  '>i  nn'leriakin^  ^toek 


and  furnishings,  and  the  .same  may  ])e  said  of 
the  other  establishments.  Mr.  Kirwin  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  L'nited  States  schoc^l  of  embalming  and 
he  and  Mr.  Moran  have  placed  their  business 
among  the  foremost  in  its  line  on  Long  Lsland. 
The  importance  of  special  and  reverent  care  in 
the  interment  of  the  dead  has  l>een  recognized 
since  civilization  began.  Nothing  that  can  make 
their  business  successful  is  omitted  by  Mr.  Kir- 
win and  his  partner,  and  the  firm  has  a  wide  repu- 
tation for  fairness  and  liberality. 

Mr.  Kirwin  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Monica's 
Roman  C  atholic  church,  of  Jamaica,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Holy  l\ame  Society  and  of  the  Knights 
of  Columbus. 

IMCRCY  ]\.  r>R()MPH^LD. 

Percy  1>.  ilromfield,  a  leading  advertising 
agent  of  Xew  York  city,  and  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  commercial  and  social  life  of  the 
vilagc  of  Hempstead,  Xasau  county,  is  a  native 
of  Lngland.  born  March  29,  1857.  His  i)arents 
were  the  Rev.  Ldward  T.  and  Georgianna  (Mus- 
grave)  l>romfield.  The  father  was  descended 
from  an  old  luiglish  family.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  i8r>7.  .settling  at  Toronto,  Canada,  whence 
lie  removed  to  Connecticut  and  then  to  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  where  is  his  ])resent  resi- 
•  lence,  nncl  v\here  he  occupies  a  position  on  the 
board  oi  publication  of  the  Presbyterian  Sabbath 
School  Cnion.  He  is  a  clergyman  of  the  Presb\- 
lerian  church,  a  Doctor  of  Divinity,  and  he  ha.s 
served  in  the  pastorate  of  several  large  churches 
in  various  parts  of  the  L'nited  States.  Mrs. 
I'.romfield.  who  was  Miss  (ieorgianna  Musgrave. 
died  in  1881.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Dr.  I»romfield'> 
wife  by  a  later  marriage,  Antonnette  Erhardt. 
died  in    :(;oi. 

P.  '».  l»romfield  received  his  education  in  the 
gramiviar  schools  of  Toronto,  Canada.  In  eariv 
life  he  was  attracted  to  the  advertising  husines>. 
and  he  entered  an  agency  in  the  capaciiv  of  a 
el<  rk.  I  le  ])ossessed  marked  aptitude  for  that  line 
i)\  work,  and  in  1874  he  established  an  office  on 
Xa^sar.  .slieet,  Xew  ^\)rk  city,  anil  (►pencil  a  i!:i:Vi- 
eral   adxertising  agency.      fhe  enterprise  proved 
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tendaiit  of  tlic  Presbyterian  church  at  Freeport. 

Mr.  Dean  is  affiliated  with  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Post,  No.  327.  Grand  Army  of  the  Repul)Hc,  of 
P>rooklyn,  of  which  he  was  the  comniancier  in 
1895.  The  decorations  of  General  Grant's  tomb 
have  been  carefully  and  thoroughly  looked  after 
since  his  interment  and  re-arranged  from  time  to 
time  by  Mr.  Dean.  He  was  president  of  the  board 
of  school  trustees  of  ]^>ay  Ridge  for  twenty  years, 
and  was  a  meniber  of  the  Citizens  Association. 
In  national  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  in  local 
affairs  he  is  an  in(lei)endent. 

^Ir.  Dean  married  ^liss  Louisa  La  Brousse," 
and  seven  children  have  been  born  to  them,  six  of 
whom    are    still    living,  namely :     Mary,  Maud, 
Jeanette,  Agnes,  David  and  Julian. 

FRKDERICK    LUTHER    GAMAGE. 

Frederick  Luther  Gamage,  an  accomplished 
educator,  now  and  for  several  years  past  head 
master  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cathedral 
School  of  St.  Paul  at  Garden  City,  Nassau  coun- 
ty. Long  Island,  is  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
born  in  Hopkinton,  June  19,  i860.  His  parents 
were  Henry  Richard  and  Abbie  (Lackey)  Gam- 
age.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Taft )  Gamage.  and  a  great-grandson  of  Rich- 
ard and  iJetsey  (  Phipps)  Gamage.  He  is  a  de- 
.scendant  in  the  sixth  jreneration  from  Toshua 
Gamai^o.  who  was  born  in  Piristol.  J^ngland.  in 
1685.  settled  in  Cambridge,  ^ilassachusetts.  in 
1 70S  and  married  Deborah  Wveth. 

r^octnr  (laniage  was  prepared  for  college  in 
the  liicrh  school  at  \\'estboro,  Massachusetts,  and 
took  liis  collegiate  course  at  P>rown  l^iiversity. 
fp>m  which  lie  was  graduated  in  T882  with  the  de- 
gree of  l*nclielor  <")f  Arts:  in  1883  the  same  insti- 
tution conteired  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts.  Ik-  ])cgan  instructional  work  in  1882  as 
in>trn<M.)r  in  (ireck  at  Delaware  Academy  in  Del- 
!ii.  W'w  ^^.rk.  Tie  was  so  occujiied  for  llirco 
yc'ar>.  \\]i<.mi.  in  1885.  ho  acce])te<l  the  princi])al- 
«^l-ip  of  tlu'  (')xf<ir(l  (New  York)  Academy.  He 
ocrnpiod  the  latter  ])osition  for  eight  vears. 
In  this  posit  ^*on  his  services  were  (^f  great  useful - 
in's<.  and    lie    was    in^irnniental.   in  vari«ms  in- 


stances, in  promoting  the  efficiency  of  important 
institutions,  whde,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  af- 
forded opportunity  for  observation  which  was  to 
his  own  advantage  as  an  educator.  In  iSi)2  the 
regents  of  the  L'niversity  of  the  State  of  New 
York  api>ointed  him  inspector  of  academies  and 
examiner  in  Engli^^h.  but  he  resigned  and  in  184^)3 
he  was  elected  head  master  of  St.  Paul's  SchcMM 
at  Garden  City,  Long  Island. 

His  calling  to  this  important  position  was  in 
itself  signal  recognition  of  his  ability  in  his  pro- 
fession.  He  has  been  continuouslv  at  the  head  of 
the  school  until  the  present  time,  and  during  this 
long  period  he  has  added  to  his  reputation  for 
teaching  and  ability  as  a  manager,  and  has  greatly 
increased  rhe  efficiency  of  the  institution  of  which 
he  has  charge.  St.  Paul's  School  occupies  a  po- 
sition of  peculiar  importance  among  the  educa- 
tional establishments  of  the  east.  It  is  connected 
with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cathedral  of  the 
Incarnation,  and  is  modeled  somewhat,  in  it*. 
methods  and  purposes,  upon  the  famous  schools 
of  Eton  and  Rugby.  The  buildings  and  groimds 
are  exceedingly  beautiful,  and  are  lacking  in  noth- 
ing that  can  contribute  to  the  healthfulness  and 
])leasure  of  students.  The  curriculum  is  of  the 
highest  academical  grade,  and  the  school  posses- 
ses amj)]e  equij^ment  in  library.  philoso]:)hical  an<l 
chemical  ap]\nratus,  and  a  w^ell  appointed  gym- 
nasium {"^r  physical  culture.  The  school  was . 
fonnded  and  endowed  by  Cornelia  Stew-art,  as  a 
memorial  to  her  husband,  under  the  administra- 
tion of  Right  Rev.  A.  N.  Littlejohn,  D.  D.,  LL. 
D.,  bisho])  of  Long  Island,  who  laid  the  corner- 
st(Mie  June  18,  1879.  Tt  was  opened,  in  tem]>orary 
buildings.  Se|)tember  19,  1877,  and  the  present 
edifice  was  occu])ierl  in  the  autumn  of  1882.  It^ 
establishment  was  in  face  of  many  difficulties.  an<l 
during  the  earlier  years  it  only  maintained  an  ex- 
istence, and  it  is  nothing  but  the  truth  to  say  that 
Its  real  usefulness  began  and  its  success  came  to 
he  assnrc'l  under  the  leadership  of  Doct'^r 
Gamage. 

Dori<!r  Gamage  was  married,  September  27,, 
i88(),  10  Miss  Isabella  Horner,  of  Delhi.  New 
^"ork.  He  was  elected  to  membershi]^  in  the  New 
Yi'vk  Tniver^itv  Club  in  i8<)8,  and  the  same  vear 
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Hobart  Collejj^c  conferred  upon  him  the  honorary 
<legree  of  Doctor  of  Civil  Law.  Through  the 
services  of  patriotic  ancestors,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Kevohition. 

EDWARD    AUGUSTUS    HECiKMAX. 

1  he  Hegeman  family,  of  which  Edward  A. 
Hegeman,  a  ])rominent  merchant  of  Oyster  Ray. 
Long"  Island,  is  a  iiiember.  have  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  political  and  industrial  inter- 
ests of  Long  Island  for  many  generations.  His 
great-grandfather,  James  Hegeman,  was  born  in 
Oyster  Ray  township,  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  that  section.  His  grandfa- 
ther, Daniel  Hegeman,  was  not  only  prominent  in 
agricultural  circles,  but  was  well  known  through- 
out the  county  as  an  official,  having  been  elected 
to  many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  his 
locality.  It  was  largely  through  his  instrumen- 
tality that  many  of  the  measures  adopted  for  the 
promotion  of  the  welfare  of  the  peo])le  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  material  interests  were  passed 
in  the  state  legislature.  James  A.  Hegeman,  the 
^on  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  Oyster  Ray  township 
in  1826,  and,  like  his  ancestors,  turned  his  atten- 
ti<Mi  to  farming  interests.  He  married  Catherine 
Hegeman,  daughter  of  Peter  Hegeman,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  this  county  :  their  children  were  : 
Daniel  J. :  William,  who  died  in  childhood :  Ed- 
ward A. :  and  Clinton  D.,  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Hegeman  died  in  1892,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  1889. 

Edward  A.  Hegeman  was  born  October  i.^, 
1857.  in  C)yster  Bay  township,  attended  the  public 
schools  of  that  locality,  and  at  an  early  age  en- 
tered upon  his  business  career  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk  in  the  store  of  Jones  &  Youngs,  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  years.  After  the  expiration  of 
this  period  of  time  the  firm  retired  from  business, 
but  Edward  w-as  retained  in  the  employ  of  the  suc- 
cessor, T.  D.  Acker,  until  the  latter's  retirement. 
The  business  was  then  conducted  by  the  Duryea 
Brothers,  Mr.  Hegeman  remaining  as  clerk,  and 
in  1883  he  ptirchased  the  business,  which  has 
proved  very  satisfactory:  thus  for  twenty-eight 


years  he  has  remained  at  the  old  stand,  part  of  the 
time  as  clerk  and  part  as  proprietor.  He  is  also 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Oyster  Ray  Bank; 
treasurer  of  the  Oyster  Bay  free  library ;  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Oyster  Bay,  of 
w  hich  he  is  trustee  and  treasurer ;  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  affiliated  with  Lodge 
Xo.  806  (if  ( )ysier  r>ay,  and  treasurer  of  Arbutus 
Ciumcil  Xo.  1362,  Royal  Arcanum.  In  his  polit- 
ical affiliations  he  is  an  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  On  October  3,  1883, 
Mr.  Hegeman  married  Miss  Sarah  E.  Sammis, 
daughter  of  John  M.  Sanmiis,  of  Oyster  Bay, 
Long  Island. 

(;Er)R(;E  H.  remsex. 

(leorge  fl.  Remsen,  who  is  connected  with  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  on  Long  Island,  being  w-idely 
hnown  as  a  j^rosperous  and  progressive  farmer  and 
respected  citizen  of  Kings  county,  was  bom  on 
the  Ra])alye  farm  at  Xew  Lots,  on  the  19th  of 
August,  18^8.  The  family  history  is  one  of  long 
and  honorable  connection  with  the  annals  of  X"ew 
Tersev  and  Xew  ^^ork.  In  colonial  davs  three 
brothers  of  the  name  of  Remsen  left  their  Holland 
home  and  emigrated  to  the  new  world,  one  lo- 
cating in  Xew  Jersey,  another  in  Kings  county,. 
Xew  York,  and  the  third  in  Dutchess  county  of 
the  Empire  state.  The  family  is  now  a  very  num- 
erous one  and  its  representatives  have  held  most 
honorable  positi(^ns  in  the  various  communities 
where  they  have  resided,  while  with  many  im- 
I)ortant  enterprises  they  have,  been  connected. 
Tlieir  citizenship  is  of  high  character  and  they 
have  ever  b(?en  found  as  champions  of  those 
measures  best  calculated  to  promote  the  genera! 
welfare  and  to  advance  public  progress.  Several 
of  the  name  were  among  the  heroes  who  estab- 
lished the  American  republic  when  the  yoke  of 
British  tyranny  became  unbearable.  As  early  set- 
tlers of  Long  Island  they  aided  in  laying  broad 
and  deep  the  foundation  for  the  development  and 
u])building  of  this  seagirt  district  of  Xew  York. 

Hendrick  Emmans  Remsen.  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  son  of  Rem  Remsen,  who  married 
a  Miss  Bennett.    He  was  born  on  the  old  Remsen 
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homestead  where  he  spent  the  greater  portion  of 
his  lite,  removing  in  his  later  clays  to  the  town  of 
Jamaica,  where  he  died  February  17,  1891.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  June,  1885,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  named :  Eleanor 
Amanda,  now  ^Ins.  Kissam ;  Celia,  wife  of  Isaac 
W.  Bay  lis  :  George  H. ;  Frances,  deceased  wife  of 
David  Henderson  ;  Annie  Rodman,  wife  of  James 
Foster :  Hendrick  Emmans,  who  married  Annie 
Comi)ton :  and  Eugenia,  wife  of  George  B. 
Rem  sen. 

The  subject  of  this  review  acquired  a  fair  Eng- 
lish education  in  the  district  schools  and  since  his 
boyhood  da\s  has  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, in  which  he  has  been  very  successful,  his 
attractive  home  surroundings  l^eing  good  evidence 
of  his  thrift  and  industry.  Everything  about  the 
place  is  kept  in  first-class  condition  and  his  pro- 
gressive farming  methods  have  resulted  in  bring- 
in;^  to  him  a  verv  desirable  financial  return  for  his 
lal>ors. 

In  Springfield,  Long  Island,  Mr.  Remsen 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marietta  Hig- 
bie,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Higbie,  of , 
one  of  the  well-known  families  of  the  island. 
Thcv  have  six  children,  as  follows:  ^laurice 
H.,  who  married  Ellen  Denton :  George  H. ; 
Celia,  wife  of  Charles  Carman:  Hiram  Wright: 
l.ivinin:  and  Sarah  E.  The  family  attend  the 
Ref<»rnied  church.  Mr.  Remsen  served  as  con- 
stal)le  of  his  town  for  one  term,  but  his  altcn- 
tinn  has  been  given  almost  exclusively  to  his 
fc\rming  interests,  whereby  he  has  ])rovi(le(l  a 
conitorlable  home  for  his  family,  sup])lying  them 
with  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries 
of  life. 

THOMAS    B.  SEAMAN. 

\<)  family  known  in  the  history  of  Long  Isl- 
and reaclus  back  to  an  earlier  day  than  does  the 
Seaman  family,  and  few.  if  any,  can  approach  it 
in  nnniber  and  inthience  through  its  various  gen- 
eration >  during  the  more  than  two  and  one-half 
centuries  which  have  ela])se(l  since  the  coming  of 
the  first  of  the  name.  It  is  estimated  that  fully 
two  thousand  persons  now  living  are  descended 


from  the  original  emigrant,  and  they  are  dis- 
persed through  the  entire  Cnited  States,  into 
Canada  and  bevond  the  seas. 

The  history  of  Captain  John  Seaman,  founder 
of  tlic  family  of  his  name,  who  came  from  En- 
gland to  America  in  1646,  and  to  Long  Island 
somewhat  later,  is  written  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
The  present  sketch  is  to  trace  the  descent  from 
him  to  some  of  his  descendants  in  the  present  gen- 
eration. James  M.  Seaman,  father  of  Thomas  B. 
Seaman,  was  hneally  descended  from  Thomas, 
sixth  son  of  Captain  John  Seaman,  the  first  im- 
migrant. James  M.  Seaman  was  born  January  2, 
1811.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  a  man  of 
sterling  character,  and  his  life  was  one  of  peculiar 
usefulness.  For  nearlv  a  third  of  a  centurv  he  oc- 
cupied  the  position  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he 
was  instrumental  in  advancing  the  interests  of  the 
communitv  in  various  wavs.  He  was  a  Quaker  in 
religion,  and  a  most  exemplary  exponent  of  his 
faith.  He  married  one  of  his  own  family  name* 
Jemima  Seaman,  daughter  of  Thomas  Seaman, 
who,  in  another  and  remote  line,  w^as  also  de- 
scended from  Captain  John  Seaman,  the  orig- 
inal unmigrant  and  founder  of  the  family.  He 
died  in  March,  1901,  and  his  wife  died  in  1892, 
the  former  having  reached  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-one  vears.  Seven  children  were  ])orn  to 
them,  of  whom  ^\^  are  living:  Sarah  E..  wife  of 
S.  L.  Seaman,  of  Babylon :  Martha  A.,  who  is  un- 
married :  Ellen  Y.,  wife  of  Frederick  Kropp,  of 
Wantagh :  and  Thomas  B.  and  James  M.  Sea- 
man :  the  two  last  named  were  twins,  and  both  re- 
side in  Wantagh. 

Thomas  B.  Seaman,  one  of  the  twin  S(»ns  in 
the  family  above  named,  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Wantagh,  in  the  town  of  Hempstead.  Xassau 
county,  July  2(^,  1853.  ^^  began  his  educati<^n  in 
the  village  schools,  and  supplemented  this  with  an 
excellent  academical  course  in  the  Cha])par|ua  In- 
stitute in  Westchester  county.  New  V<^rk.  He 
subsequently  completed  a  business  course  in  East- 
man's Commercial  College  in  Poughkeej^sie.  Xew 
York.  For  a  time  he  was  engaged  in  a  ])aper  mill 
in  Wantagh,  and  he  then  passed  four  years  in  the 
west,  teaching  school  in  Illinois,  and  transacting 
an  insurance  business.    Returning  to  his  home,  he 
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U)i?k  up  the  study  of  law,  and  in  May,  1884,  he 
successfully  passed  a  thorough  examination  anil 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.    He  was  a  careful  and 
conscientious    practitioner,  and    gathered    about 
him  a  wealthy  and  influential  clientele,  whose  in- 
terests  he  protected  in  such  manner  as  to  g^ain 
their  entire  confidence.    In  1895  he  retired  from 
practice  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  clerk  of  the  su- 
l)reme  court  of  Queens  county,  a  position  of  ^reat 
importance,  and  one  demanding^  his  entire  atten- 
tion.    In  his  conduct  of  this  office  his  dilij^cnce 
and  capability  won  for  him  increased  i)rt'sti^e, 
tnf\  widely  extended  his  sphere  of  ac(iiiaintance 
nrl  usefulness.    He  had  previously  lK*en  a  candi- 
te  for  county  clerk,  but  was  defeated.     In  1883 
^  /;:iyor  I-ow,  of  Brooklyn,  appointed  him  a.c:ent. 
^  ^trl  Mr.  Seaman  bought  all  the  cc^ndnit  and  water 
~>i::*rlits  on  Long  Island  for  the  city  of  Hnx^klyn. 
^~«~^Tn  Rockville  Center  to  Massapeqiia,  consisting 
ive  streams  from  three  to  six  miles  long,  mak- 
forty-five  miles  of  water  course ;  he  bought  all 
T^rivate  sale,  and  completed  all  the  transactions 
X  <?ss  than  a  vear. 

In  politics  he  is  an  independent  Republican, 
^yeligion  he  is  a  Congregational ist,  and  be  was 
i>     of    those    most    active     in     the     organiza- 
■  >  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  W'an- 
^^^  ^?^li  in  IQOO.     He  is  deeplv  interested  in  educa- 
^^^^al  affairs,  and  was  the  leading  s])iril  in  the  or- 
^^^ization    of    the  Wantagh    school   district,  in 
■^'^  ich  he  served  as  director  for  a  number  of  vears. 
Tuan  of  excellent  education,  general  inforiiia- 
^^11  and  fine  personal  qualities,  be  is  a  popular 
^^^  ^^  1  uIkt  of  various  fraternal  and  social  organiza- 
^*^^»>s.  among  which  are  the  Masonic  order,  the 
~*lcr  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Hempstead  ]>ay  Yacht 
^"'-ib  and  the  Jamaica  Club,  Freeport  Club,  and  a 
'   ^^"^^rkholder  in  the  Freeport  Bank. 

Mr.  Seaman  was  married.  October  rr.   1885, 
"^"^     :Miss  Eliza  A.  Haff,  daughter  of  Henry  IlaiT. 
^^    AVantagh. 

WILLIAM    GLASFLL    MILLER. 

The  business  career  of  William  (i.  Milkr  af- 
^^y<h  a  striking  example  of  what  may  be  accom- 
I^^'-shed  through  persistent  industry,  not  only  in 
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the  results  of  earnest  effort  undertaken  as  a  means 
of  livehhood,  but  in  the  interests  of  a  community. 
While  busied  for  years  with  large  business  un- 
dertakings in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  Avhich  have 
been  an  important  factor  in  its  jurisdictional  and 
commercial  development  Mr.  Miller  has  also 
been,  as  he  yet  is,  an  active  and  efficient  citizen  of 
the  outlying  town  of  Freeport,  which  has  been 
greatly  benefited  through  his  enterprise  and  pub- 
lic .^^pirit.  It  is  also  to  l)e  said  of  him  that  he  was 
among  the  foremost  in  procuring  the  erection  of 
the  new  comity  of  Nassau,  and  his  ardent  inter- 
est led  to  his  being  chosen  in  a  meeting  of  citi- 
zens one  of  a  committee  to  prepare  the  enacting 
bill  and  secure  its  passage  by  the  state  legislature 
— a  task  to  which  he  gave  his  best  effort,  neces- 
sitating several  journeys  to  the  state  capital. 

Mr.  Miller  was  lx)rn  in  Suffolk  county.  Long 
Island,  l-'ebruary  2,  1833,  son  of  James  G.  and 
Elizabeth  W.  ( Was.son)  Miller.  His  father  was 
by  occupation  a  farmer  and  horticulturist.  He 
was  a  man  of  high  character,  and  a  faithful  com- 
municant of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  was  a 
model  citizen,  and  gave  faithful  discharge  to  the 
(huies  \)i  various  minor  offices  to  which  he  was 
called,  but  he  was  unambitious  of  political  dis- 
tinction, or  public  favor.  He  died  in  1880:  his 
widow  is  still  living.  Of  five  children  born  to 
them,  f(Hir  survive. 

William  G.  Miller,  eldest  son  of  the  parents 
named,  passed  bis  lK)yhood  upon  a  farm,  and  at- 
tended the  neigbhorbood  .school.  When  seven- 
teen years  oi  age,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
biglier  class  of  w(K>d  work,  and  continued  his 
stii(lie>  at  the  same  time  at  Cooper  Institute  in 
Xew  ^'ork  city,  and  by  the  time  that  he  had  ar- 
rived at  the  years  of  manhood  he  was  a  skilled 
workman,  and  his  handiwork,  fine  specimens  of 
small  cabinet  ware,  had  found  market  throughout 
the  Lnited  States  and  in  Canada.  It  was  while 
be  was  thus  engaged  that  he  developed  that  abil- 
ity for  and  method  in  business  which  .served  him 
to  so  g<Hul  purpose  in  much  larger  undertakings 
in  later  years.  In  1882  be  became  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Randall  &  Miller,  formed  to  engage 
\v.  the  building  business.  Their  success  was  grat- 
ifxiiiLi  trom  the  outset,  and  each  vear  witnessed 
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a  growth  as  compared  with  the  one  before,  and  is 
at  this  time  one  of  the  largest  in  its  line  on  Long 
Island.  Their  work  has  been  principally  in 
Brooklyn,  where  their  operations  have  extended 
to  all  descriptions  of  buildings,  residential,  apart- 
ment house,  business  office  buildings,  and  manu- 
facturing establishments.  At  the  same  time,  they 
have  held  large  financial  interests,  in  Freeport  and 
vicinity,  and  the  village  named  has  made  its  rapid 
growth  and  substantial  material  development 
largely  through  their  instrumentality.  The  one 
prominent  feature  of  the  achievement  of  the  firm, 
w-hich  has  done  more  for  the  dcveloi)ment  of  the 
town  than  any  other,  was  the  opening  up  of  the 
water wav  known  as  Woodcleft  channel,  which  is 
a  mile  in  length,  connecting  the  village  with 
Hempstead  Ray.  The  firm  has  also  erected  many 
of  the  most  elegant  i^ublic  buldings,  churches  and 
residences  in  Freeport. 

Mr.  Miller  has  shown  conspicuous  talent  as  a 
man  of  large  affairs,  and  his  activities  have  been 
extended  into  numerous  fields.  He  has  long  been 
a  director  in  several  financial  institutions  in 
Brooklyn,  and  he  has  also,  as  growing  out  of  his 
business  associations  and  interests,  many  import- 
ant duties  devolving  upon  him  in  the  capacity  of 
trustee  and  executor.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
i;fers  of  the  Seventeenth  Ward  Rank  of  lirooklyn, 
and  also  of  the  Freeport  Rank  of  Freeport,  in  both 
of  which  he  is  a  director  at  the  present  time ; 
trustee  of  the  lUishwick  Savings  Rank  of  r)r(K)k- 
lyn :  he  was  for  many  years  president  nf  the 
Queens  and  Suffolk  Insurance  Company.  In  the 
villacre  of  l^Veei)ort,  his  public  spirit  and  great 
business  talent  has  been  exerted  most  usefully 
and  to  the  gp,^at  advantage  of  the  comnninity.  He 
was  among  the  first  to  favor  the  incorporation  of 
the  villai^e,  and  it  was  largely  through  his  instru- 
mentality that  tliat  result  was  accomi^lishecl.  He 
was  tirst  in  urging  the  establishment  of  water- 
works, and  when  the  movement  became  success- 
ful he  served  as  ])resi(lent  of  the  Ix-ard  of  water 
coiiiinissioners  for  several  years.  Me  has  always 
been  an  earnest  advocate  of  education.  At  one 
time  (Mie  of  the  school  hniMings  l)urne(l  down, 
and  he  al  once  drvoted  his  effort  to  the  estal)lish- 
meni  of  the  present  eft'icient  fire  department.     He 


was  among  the  foremost  in  urging  the  building 
of  the  present  splendid  and  well  appointed 
school  edifice,  of  which  his  firm  were  the 
builders,  and  his  eflfort  in  the  matter,  and 
his  continuous  interest  in  behalf  of  educa- 
tion, were  recognized  by  his  election  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education.  Bv  sue- 
cessive  re-elections  he  has  served  for  seven  terms 
as  president  of  the  village.  Earnest  as  he  has  ])eeu 
and  is  in  advancing  local  interests,  and  devoted  as 
has  been  his  service  in  municipal  office,  he  ha> 
never  been  a  political  aspirant,  and  has  frequently 
declined  such  positions  as  are  regarded  to  be  the 
reward  of  political  activity.  Whatever  positions 
he  has  accepted  have  been  such  as  no  one  loy^l  to 
his  neighbors  should  decline — those  involving  la- 
bor for  the  common  good,  and  unrewarded  except 
in  the  approval  of  the  people.  Yet  while  this  is 
true.  Mr.  Miller  has  alwavs  been  an  earnest  and 
active  Republican,  and  has  frequently  acted  as 
present  of  campaign  organizations. 

!Mr.  Miller  is  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  and  his 
splendid  abilities  afford  promise  of  many  years  of 
faithful  and  capable  service,  devoted  to  his  cc^m- 
munitv  and  to  those  causes  w^hich  are  dear  to  his 
heart  as  adding  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of 
man.  With  his  family,  he  is  a  devoted  and  labejr- 
bearing  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  hVeeport,  while  he  has  long  serve<l  as 
president  of  its  board  of  trustees  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  American  Rible  Society.  He  is  a 
uKMr.ber  of  Massapecjua  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Randall,  daughter  of  Jehiel  W.  and  Marietta 
Randall,  of  Suffolk  county,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  four  children:  Raymond  J.,  Marietta 
R.,  William  G.,  Jr.,  and  Florence  Elizabeth 
Miller. 

WILLIAM    HALL    DOl'GLAS. 


\nio!ig  ihe  energetic,  far-seeing  and  success- 
ful l)uisn'jss  men  of  Xew  York  is  William  H. 
Douglas,  whose  life  history  illustrates  what  mav 
be  attained  by  faithfid  and  co!Uinue<l  ef- 
fort   in    carrying   out    an    honest    purpose.      In- 
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tcgrity,  energ}'  and  activity  have  been  the 
attributes  of  his  success,  and  he  mnv  occupies 
an  enviable  position  in  business  circles,  beinj^:  sec- 
retary and  director  of  the  Eaton.  Cole  &  nurnham 
Company,  New  York. 

He  is  a  descendant  on  the  paternal  side  of 
William  Doujjlas,  who  came  to  America  about 
i(')40  and  settled  near  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  but 
later  removed  to  Xew  London.  Connecticut, 
\A  here  he  was  a  leading  and  iniluential  member  nf 
the  conununity.  William  H.  Douglas  was  the 
eldest  child  of  Daniel  H.  and  PVances  M.  Douglas. 
His  iather.  Daniel  \\.  Douglas,  was  born  in  Sag 
liarlx^r.  Long  Island,  where  he  resided  through- 
out his  entire  life,  with  the  exception  of  a  year  nr 
I  wo  sjKMit  in  California  at  the  time  of  the  gold  ex- 
citement. C)n  his  return  from  California  hi^  time 
and  attention  were  devoted  to  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Hall,  who  was  the  first  settled  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  .^ag  Harbor,  beginning 
his  lalx>rs  there  in  1797,  and  C(^ntinuing  there  until 
hi^  removal  to  Shelter  Island  in  1806,  where  he 
organized  a  church,  and  continued  its  past(^r  until 
his  death  in  18 12. 

William  Hall  Douglas  was  born  June  i<>. 
1846,  in  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  where  he  si)ent 
his  bovhooa  ilavs  and  where  his  education  was  ac- 
quired,  after  completing  which  he  commenced  his 
business  career  in  Norwich,  C(Mmecticut.  where 
he  remained  for  eight  years,  ^'earning  for  a 
wider  fiel.d,  he  moved  to  New  York  citv.  where  he 
became  connected  with  a  manufacturing  firm  of 
old  and  established  reputati<in ;  but  this  failed  a 
few^  years  later  from  causes  over  which  they  had 
no  control.  Mr.  Douglas  then  became  connected 
with  the  Eaton,  Cole  &  nurnham  C'ompany, 
where  he  gradually,  as  the  result  of  energy,  perse- 
verance, and  sterling  business  ability,  rose  to  a  po- 
sition of  resix)nsibility  and  prominence.  The  cor- 
poration manufactures  extensively  brass  and  iron 
goorls  for  steam,  water  and  gas.  Their  main 
office  is  at  2^^  Iiroadwav,  New  York,  and  their 
works  are  located  at  T>ri(lgeport,  Connecticut. 

y\r.  Douglas  is  a  member  of  the  f  lard  ware 
Clul>  of  New  York  city,  and  his  religious  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  Protestant  Kpisco])al  Church  of 


the  Messiah  of  l>nK)klyn.  Xew  York.  On  (")cto- 
ber  27,  1880.  Mr.  Douglas  was  uniteil  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Fanny  M.  (iriffin.  daughter  of  Jessie 
(iriffin,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut;  and  their  chil- 
dren who  are  now  living  are  Helen  Lee,  and  Jessie 
Leah  Douglas.  Their  only  son,  William  H. 
Douglas.  Jr.,  died  in  i8'>3  at  the  age  of  three  and 
a  half  years.  Mr.  Douglas  has  for  many  years  re- 
sided ai  T95  JelTerson  avenue.  P>r(x^klyn.  New 
^'ork. 

E.  MORC.AX    C.RIFPIX. 

I:'.  .Morgan  Ciriftin,  one  oi  the  leading  citizens 
of  (  )yster  r>ay.  is  descended  on  the  paternal  side 
from  I'jiglish  ancestry.  His  grandfather  was  a 
P>aptist  preacher  in  luigland.  who  came  to  St. 
John,  Xew  Brunswick,  in  181 7,  and  landed  in 
Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania,  in  1819.  He 
preached  in  both  j^laces.  His  son,  Edwin,  the  fa- 
ther of  K.  Morgan  (Iriffin,  was  then  a  child  and 
;.'^rew  uj)  in  Philadelphia.  When  a  young  man  he 
removed  to  Xew  York  city,  and  there  became  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  locks,  a  business 
which  he  followed  until  his  retirement  in  1854. 
In  1850  he  received  his  naturalization  ])ai)ers.  He 
marriefl  Hannah  Morgan,  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  a  descendant  of  the  (^Id  Ilriggs  and  Mor- 
gan fann'lies  of  that  state.  In  June,  i()02,  Mr. 
( iriftin  died  at  Chase  City,  X'irginia,  where  his 
widow  is  still  living,  and  where  their  two  daugh- 
ters, Kmma  (i.  (iregory  and  Alice  W'inn,  now  re- 
side. 

E.  Morgan  Griffin,  eldest  child  and  only  son 
of  b^dwin  and  Hannah  (Morgan)  Griffin,  was 
born  .\ugust  23,  t84(),  in  Xew  York  city,  and  at 
the  age  of  five  years  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
(  )yster  luiy,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  public 
school.  He  began  his  active  life  in  Xew  York  as 
a  merchant,  but  later  obtained  a  position  in  the 
Wall  street  hanking  house  of  White,  Morris  & 
Company,  with  whoui  he  remained  some  years. 
He  then  spent  a  year  in  the  south,  and  on  his  re- 
tinii  acce|)te(l  the  office  of  assistant  treasurer  of 
CHieens  count v,  which  position  he  held  for  five 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  (Organized  the 
Ovster  Pav  P>ank,  the  first  institution  of  the  kind 
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in  that  vicinity.  In  this  bank  he  holds  the  office  of 
cashier.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Suffolk,  Nas- 
sau and  Queens  Realty  Company,  and  a  member 
of  the  executive  committee  of  this  organization. 
Much  of  his  time  is  occupied  in  attending  to  the 
interests  of  the  manv  estates  of  which  he  has  been 
appointed  trustee,  one  of  them  amounting  to  over 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Griffin  is  a  member  of  Matinecock  Lodge 
No.  806,  F.  and  A.  M.,  the  lo<lgc  in  which  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  holds  membership.  He  belongs 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
leader  in  politics.  He  married  Alice  R.  Gordon, 
of  Matawan,  New  Terse  v.  and  thev  have  three 
sons,  Henry  G.,  E.  Floyd  and  Elbert.  Henry  G. 
is  head  bookkeeper  in  the  Oyster  P>ay  Bank,  and 
the  two  younger  sons  are  students  at  the  high 
school. 

« 

DE  WfTT    Cr.lXTOX    TITUS. 

Hempstead.  Nassau  county.  New  York,  is 
fortunate  in  having  as  its  postmaster  so  enegetic 
and  thoughtful  an  official  as  De  Witt  Clinton  Ti- 
tus. He  was  born  in  Babylon,  Suffolk  county, 
New  York.  September  7,  1860,  the  son  of  Jacob 
W .  and  .Mvina  (IlalT)  l^itus.  After  getting  a 
good  rducalion  in  j^rivate  and  ])ul)]ic  schools,  he 
became  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter's  trade. 
Learning  this  thoroughly  and  (lis])laying  a 
marked  aptitude  in  grasping  all  its  details,  he  en- 
gaged in  business  ior  himself  for  about  eighteen 
years,  dnrinir  whicli  time  he  erected  many  of  the 
most  handsome  ])rivate  houses  for  which  the 
bc-autifnl  town  of  Mempstead  is  so  justly  noted 

Mr.  Titus  has  served  two  terms  as  assessor, 
and  liis  popularity  so  increased  that  wlien  on  Au- 
gust I,  iSoo.  lu-  was  a])p(>intc(l  |)ostmaster  of 
ITem])stca(l.  it  wa-^  fell  tliat  a  l)etter  ap])ointnient 
ccnild  not  ha\'e  l)een  made. 

'I  lie  \\y<\  menilxTs  of  the  Titns  faniilx,  so  far 
as  reecrded.  c.'nne  to  .Anieriea  in  \(^X^.  Tliev  were 
Robert  and  liminab  Titus,  tlie  former  ai^ed  thirty- 
three  .-'ikI  the  latter  thirty-one  year<,  both  o{ 
wh<")ni  came  from  I'jiLrland  on  tlie  >lii]^  llopewell. 
Their  >nns,  John,  ai^ed  eight  years,  and  Edmund, 
five  years,  aceomj)anie(l  thi'ni.     l^dmund  went  to 


l^ong  Island  and  settled  at  Hempstead,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  w^as  the  founder  of  the 
familv  in  that  section. 

m 

The  subject  of  the  present  sketch  has  been 
twice  married.  His  first  marriage  took  place  in 
Hempstead  August  27,  1886,  to  Mamie,  daughter 
of  John  B.  and  Eliza  Petitt.  They  were  blessed 
with  three  children — ^I.ilian  E.,  Bessie  and  De 
Witt  Clinton.  The  mother  departed  this  life  on 
March  28,  1802. 

I\lr.  Titus'  second  marriage  took  place  in 
Hempstead  August  27,  1896.  his  bride  being  Con- 
stance, the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Alice  Thomas. 
Two  children  were  the  result  of  this  union — 
Constance  and  Charles  P. 

yir.  Titus  is  a  member  of  the  Hempstead 
Cycle  and  Yacht  Clubs,  and  attends  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  The  thirtv  vears  he  has  been 
a  resident  of  Hempstead  have  been  fruitful  in  es- 
tablishing the  reputation  of  so  painstaking  an 
official,  and  this,  added  to  a  wise  managerial  abil- 
ity unquestioned  honesty  and  integrity,  have 
Won  for  him  his  honored  position  in  the  com- 
miuiity. 

Mr.  Titus  is  a  member  and  past  grand  of 
Lodge  No.  \\\.  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, of  Hem])stead,  the  -Mineola  Encampment 
Xo.  T2T.  of  Hempstead,  and  has  been  instrumen- 
tal in  getting  the  new  i)ostoffice,  in  raising  the 
standard  from  a  thirrl  to  second-class  and  giving 
the  ])eojde  the  first  free  delivery  established  out- 
side the  city. 

SAMUEL   S.  RHAME. 

One  of  the  infiueutial  and  reliable  business  men 
of  lu'ist  Rockaway  is  Samuel  S.  Rhame,  who  is  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the 
i^laufl.  TTc  was  born  here,  his  parents  being  Sam- 
uel and  Charlotte  (Davison)  Rhame.  His  father 
was  born  in  ?^lontgomery  county,  Pennsylvania, 
March  25,  iSjo.  and  when  seventeen  vears  of  a<^e 
came  to  East  Rockaway,  securing  emplovnient  in 
the  mill  of  Mexander  Davison,  whose  daughter  he 
subsequently  married.  He  then  leased  and  oper- 
ated the  mill  and  at  the  end  of  ^\q  years  he  opened 
a  I'cneral  strMv.     In  his  business  undertakings  he 
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prcd  ami  his  financial  resources  having 
V  increased  he  built  a  handsome  residence 
ain  street  in  i860.  Later  he  made  other  jii- 
is  investments  in  real  estate,  becoming  the 

•  of  a  number  of  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  East 
iwav  and  Rockville  Center.     As  these  dis- 

became  thickly  populated  his  land  became 
valuable  for  building  purposes  and  was  sold 
plendid  advance  on  the  purchase  price.  A 
lerable  part  of  his  fortune  was  also  made  in 
casting  trade  and  oyster  business.  He  built 
wned  a  number  of  fine  vessels  and  through 
ourcc  his  annual  revenue  was  greatlv  in- 
•d. 

muel  S.  Rhame  was  a  citizen  of  great  worth 
communitv.  His  business  interests  were  not 
►f  that  character  which  advances  die  general 
?rity  while  promoting  individual  success,  but 
ne  and  labors  were  given  for  the  benefit  of 
improvements  and  measures  that  had  a 
cial  influence.  He  was  largely  instrumental 
organization  of  the  Bethany  Congregational 
li  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  niem- 

•  its  board  of  trustees.  Vox  many  years  he 
•easurer  of  the  Union  Sunday-school  and  his 
^  in  behalf  of  Christianity  led  to  marked  ad- 
in  the  work.  The  cause  of  education  found 
1  a  warm  and  helpful  friend  and  the  l)em- 
;  an  earnest  sui)porter.  He  held  a  number 
ces  and  was  at  one  time  assessor  of  his  town, 
fe  was  a  busy,  useful  and  honorable  one  and 
emory  remains  as  a  blessed  benediction  to 
who  knew  him. 

muel  S.  Rhame  actjuired  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  after  putting 
his  text-books  he  entered  upon  the  more 
It  task  of  mastering  the  lessons  taught  in  the 
!  of  experience.  T  lis  business  training  was 
ed  in  his  lather's  store,  and  on  the  death  of 
ter.  in  1896,  he  assumed  control  of  the  busi- 
v'hich  he  still  conducts.  He  is  an  energetic 
nterprisiiig  man  and  in  control  of  his  mer- 
\  affairs  has  demonstrated  his  superior  busi- 
bility,  and  \\(^\\  the  confidence  and  support 
public  by  hom^rable  methods, 
r.  Rhame  was  married  in  Xew  York  citv, 
'  23d  of  July,  1884,  to  Hannah  J.  Hellems, 


a  daughter  of  Albert  and  ^lary  Hellems,  and 
unto  them  has  been  born  a  son,  Harry  S.,  whose 
birth  occurred  July  4,  1885.  Mr.  Rhame  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Morton  Lodge,  No.  63,  F.  &  A.  AL,  and  of 
Hempstead  Lodge,  No.  141,  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Hempstead.  He  served  for 
one  year  as  assessor  of  the  village,  but  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker,  preferring  to  devote  his 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  aflPairs,  which 
are  creditably  conducted  and  bring  to  him  a  good 
financial  return.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, unswerving  in  his  advocacy  of  the  principles 
of  the  party.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  is  serving  as  one  of 
the  trustees  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
its  growth  and  influence.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen  and  gives  his  earnest  co- 
operation to  all  movements  for  the  public  good, 
and  is  thus  classified  among  the  valued  citizens  of 
his  village. 

\V()ODHA\'EX'S    BIG    INDUSTRY. 

Fifty  years  ago,  Florian  Grosjean  and  Charles 
Lalance  started,  in  a  small  way,  the  importation 
and  jobbing  house  furnishing  goods  in  New  York 
citv,  and  shortlv  after,  the  manufacture  of  sheet 
metal  gfxids,  particularly  sheet  metal  spoons.  In 
1863  they  removed  to  Woodhaven,  Long  Island, 
where  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  hands 
were  employed.  Six  years  later  the  business  had 
grown  to  such  proportions  that  the  present  stock 
company  was  formed.  The  works  were  almost 
entirely  destroyed  by  fire  in  1876,  but  within  a  few 
months  new  buildings  were  erected  on  the  same 
site.  Since  that  time  the  plant  has  been  enlarged, 
until  to-day  it  covers  over  sixteen  acres,  and  gives 
enijilovment  to  over  eighteen  hundred  people. 
The  company  have  in  addition,  rolling  mills,  tin 
plate  works,  and  foinidry,  covering  thirteen  acres, 
at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  manufacture  of  sheet  steel,  tin  plates,  etc., 
for  consumption  in  their  Woodhaven  works, 
where  the  plates  are  pressed  into  all  kinds  of 
shapes  for  culinary  and  sanitary  purposes.  The 
])rincipal  manufacture  of  the  company,  however, 
is  the  celebrated  Agate  Nickel  Steel  Ware  now 
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known  throughout  the  world.  This  concern  was 
the  pioneer  in  the  United  States  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  what  was  formerly  known  as  Deep  French 
Ware,  commonly  called  Deep  Stamped  Seamless 
\\'are  and  of  Enameled  Sheet  ]\Ietal  Wares.  The 
officers  of  the  company  are  F.  Grosjean,  presi- 
dent ;  A.  J.  Cordier,  vice  president ;  James  Coch- 
ran, secretary :  E.  W.  Ball,  superintendent ;  and 
James  D.  Fleming",  treasurer.  Main  offices  are  at 
19  and  21  Cliff  street,  with  hranches  in  Chicago 
and  Boston. 

FLORTAX    GROSJEAN. 

One  of  the  most  important  industrials  enter- 
prises of  Long  Island,  that  of  the  Lalance  and 
Grosjean  Manufacturing  Company,  owes  much  of 
its  great  success  and  high  prestige  to  the  mechan- 
ical ingenuity  of  its  president,  Mr.  Florian  Gros- 
jean, w^ho,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years,  is 
now  living  in  pleasant  retirement  at  his  beautiful 
home  at  Woodhaven,  in  the  outskirts  of  Br(X)klyn. 

A  native  of  Switzerland,  where  he  was  born 
January  17,  1824,  Mr.  Grosjean  passed  a  few 
years  in  France,  where  he  served  as  a  bank  clerk. 
When  almast  twenty  years  of  age  he  came  to  the 
I'nitcd  States,  and  engaged  in  the  importation 
and  jobbing  of  house  furnishing  goods  in  New 
York  city.  In  1850.  in  association  with  Mr.  La- 
latice,  he  began  tlie  manufacture  of  sheet  metal 
spoons.  l)eginning  on  a  small  scale,  with  but  four 
workmen.  In  \S()i  the  firm  removed  to  Wtxxl- 
haven.  Long  Island,  where  the  business  expanded 
to  such  degree  as  in  recjuire  the  labor  of  from 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  o])eratives.  Six  years 
later,,  further  expansion  retjuired  greater  manufac- 
turing facilities  and  more  systematic  conduct  of 
business,  and  the  Lalance  and  Grosjean  Manufac- 
tiiriiiL-  ("nnijjanx  \\a^  forr.iccl,  with  Mr.  Grosjean 
as  tlu  president.  In  1X7^)  the  factories  were  com- 
pletely desir* '\«.'(1  b\  tire,  but  ihey  were  replaced 
on  the  sank-  sii<.-  wiiliin  a  few  months.  Sinct^  that 
time  large  a<l<lili<)ns  ha\'e  be^Mi  made,  including 
(mc  huilt  in  iS<M.  three  hundred  and  twent\  ivvt 
long  and  ii>v\\  feet  wide,  four  stfrics  in  height, 
and  with  a  l)as<,-nient.  The  works  now  cover  six- 
teen acre^  <»f  grcund.  and  affor*!  eni])lnynient  to 


more  than  eighteen  hundred  people.  In  1893  the 
company  also  erected  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  large  rolling  mill  exclusively  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  sheet  iron  and  steel  sheets  for  con- 
simiption  in  their  w-orks.  The  product  of  the  fac- 
tories comprises  stamped  sheet  metal,  enameled 
and  agate  nickel  steel  w-ares,  which  include  all 
kinds  of  household  and  cooking  utensils,  made 
out  of  one  unbroken  piece  of  metal,  and  these 
goods  are  marketed  throughout  the  United  States 
and  in  all  foreign  countries  reached  by  American 
commerce.  The  office  of  the  company  is  at  Xo. 
19  Cliflf  street,  New  York. 

These  vast  results  have  been  primarily  at- 
tained through  the  effort  of  President  Grosjeati. 
Eminently  practical,  quick  to  discern  the  recpiire- 
ments  of  the  trade  and  to  adopt  and  create  every 
successive  improvement  in  the  process  of  manu- 
facture ;  of  untiring  energy,  resolute  will  and  ex- 
ceptional executive  and  financial  capacity :  calling 
to  his  service  men  of  ability  and  integrity,  and 
giving  to  the  affairs  of  the  company  his  personal 
attention — he  has,  from  being  the  pioneer  in  this 
conntry  in  his  line  of  manufacture,  witnes.<;e(l  the 
business  expand  until  it  enjoys  more  than  a  na- 
tional reputation,  being  recognized  as  ])re-emin- 
ently  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 

Mr.  (jfosjean  is  ])ersonally  one  of  the  most 
lovable  of  men,  delighting  in  kindly  deeds  and 
IxMiefactions  to  those  instilutions  which  are  for 
the  aid  of  the  sufYering  and  helpless.  The  ])eaiui- 
ful  Catholic  church  edifice  in  his  residence  village 
was  built  out  of  his  bounty. 

y\r.  Grosjean  was  married  to  Miss  Eiiireiiia 
Rosselou,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Rosselou.  She 
(HcmI  in  1870.  leaving  one  child,  .Mice  M..  \vlu>  is 
the  wife  of  A.  J.  Cordier,  for  several  years  ])ast 
vice  president  of  the  great  company  founded  hv 
Mr.  Grosjean. 

ACGUSTCS    DRXTOX. 

Augustus  Denton,  deceased,  who  ]\assed  his 
life  usefully  in  the  town  of  North  Hempstead, 
Xassau  countw  was  numbered  among  the  nu^st 
e\enij)lary  residents  of  that  region.  He  inherited 
the  goodly  e\ani]:)le  of  an  honored  and  ancient  an- 
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c;«sstrv.  and  reared  his  fainilv  after  the  same  loftv 
•standards  which  he  rej^^anled  in  his  own  life.  The 
f  <r>unilcr  of  the  Denton  family  on  Long  Island  was 
t:l^e  Rev.  Richard  Denton,  who  left  Enj^^land  to  cn- 
^  C7»y  a  broader  religious  freedom.  His  descendant, 
5^  amuel  Denton,  was  a  life-long  resident  of  the 
X  s=?-land,  and  a  will  drawn  by  him  I'\*briiary  lo, 
X  ^^r,  is  now  in  possession  of  Eugene  \V.  Denton, 
cscended  from  him  was  Joseph  Denton,  who 
"■  irchased  a  farm  in  Xr)rth  Hempstead.  He 
L^^^red  the  following  named  children  :  Mary.  Eliz- 
^><?th.  Abigail,  Cornell,  Iose])h,  Lawrence,  Ann, 
-"*/xDrah  and  Charles.  Charles  Denton  was  a 
r^'~osperous  farmer  and  a  man  of  the  highest  char- 
^«-<^t-er.  He  was  an  active  member  and  a  warden  of 
^-  George's  Protestant  IC])iscopal  church  of 
mpstead.  He  married  Louisa.  Leonard,  and 
^^^  tl^em  were  born  nine  children:  Almira,  Leon- 
^'"^I*  Cliarles  C,  CKscar,  (ier)rge  W'.,  Augustus 
■^<^i"*t:on.  and  three  others  who  died  in  childhhod. 
^ '"*  ^^  father  died  in  1878,  aged  seventy-seven 
^^^T-55.  and  his  widow  died  in  July,  1800,  aged 
^^^  ^  ^  T:v-three  vears. 

— -"^^ugustus  Denton,  youngest  child  k^\  C'harles 

*  ^  I         Louisa  (Leonard)  Denton,  was  born  on  the 

'  '^  ^  i  ly  homestead  in  1843,  was  there  reared  and 

^^^  '•^  ^^  resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  June 

^  ^900.     He  was  educated  in  the  neighborhood 

^  ^*'  ^^^^ols,  and  on  arriving  at  manhood  engaged  in 

'*^^~^ing,  which    he    successfully   followed    until 

— ^    ^B^  ,  when  he  leased  his  land  and  devoted  his  at- 

"^  '■^  on  to  various  business  concerns  and  to  the 

^^  1^  ic  duties  to  which  he  was  called.    He  was  f(^r 

^^  ^  ^;:  time  a   stockholder   in   the  Jericho    IMank 

^^  ^1  Company,  and  was  its  treasurer.     He  was  a 

:tor  in  the  Hempstead  TJank  at  Hemj^stead, 

'  York,  and  in  the  Nassau  County  IJank  at 

cola.  New  York,  and  trustee  of  the  Roslvn 

-  Lngs  Rank  of  Roslvn,  New  York.     He  was  a 


V^ 


long  friend  of  education  and  served  for  some 

*s  as  a  school  trustee.     Tn  i88s  he  was  elected 

*  ^t^^rvisor  of  the  town  of  North  Hempstead,  and 

^ charged  the  duties  of  that  im])()rtaut  position 

^^^^1  such  ability  and  fidelity  that,  thrf)ugh  suc- 

^'^^jsive  re-elections,  his  term  of  service  was  ex- 

*^^cled  to  the  long  period  of  thirteen  years.     Tn 

V^Htics  he  was  a  pronounced  Republican,  earnest 


in  the  support  of  the  principles  of  his  party,  in 
which  his  intiuence  was  ([uiet  but  effective.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  he 
succeeded  his  father  in  the  vestry  of  St.  George's 
church,  Hempstead,  and  for  eight  years  preced- 
ing his  death  was  a  warden.  He  was  an  honored 
and  active  member  of  Morton  Lodge  No.  63,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Hempstead,  in  which  he  had  held  all 
the  chairs,  and  of  Hyde  Park  Lodge  No.  3,  Shield 
of  Honor,  in  which  he  was  a  past  master.  In  1870 
he  was  married  to  Miss  .Sarah  M.  Allen,  a  daugh- 
ter ol  ( leorge  Allen,  of  North  Hemj^stead. 
Their  children  were :  Allen  C,  who  died  at  the 
age  ot  eight  years:  luigene  W'.,  a  practicing  law- 
yer: and  ( irace  Denton,  wjio  was  educated  at 
St.  Mary's  scIkm^I  at  (jarden  City. 

luigenc  W'.,  ^econd  child  of  Augustus  and 
.Sarah  (  Allen  )  Denton,  was  also  born  on  the  fam- 
dy  homestead,  lie  was  educated  in  the  public 
scho(»ls  near  the  home  place,  in  St.  PauTs  school 
at  ( iarden  City  and  for  two  years  attended  Co- 
lumbia College.  He  took  u])  the  study  of  law  in 
the  (.'olumbia  Law  School  of  New  York  city, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1898.  He 
located  in  Mineola,  where  he  entered  upon  the 
])ractice  in  which  he  is  now  engaged.  He  is  well 
equjp])ed  in  his  profession,  and  enjoys  the  patron- 
age of  a  large  and  inlhiential  clientele. 

TKSSE    V.  BAYLLS. 

Jesse  V.  liaylis,  a  well  knowp  and  highly  re- 
s])ected  merchant  of  New  Hyde  Park,  North 
Hempstead,  Nassau  county.  New  York,  was  born 
at  Springfield,  Queens  county.  Long  Island.  His 
father,  D.  T.  1  Jay  lis,  was  born  at  I'armingdale, 
Nassau  county,  and  comes  of  a  very  old  family, 
long  established  as  residents  of  Long  Island.  The 
majority  of  the  male  members  of  the  family  have 
for  generatit)ns  followed  farming  as  an  occupa- 
tion.   Mr.  D.  T.  IJaylis  is  still  living. 

Jesse  W  I*aylis  was  educated  at  the  local  pub- 
lic sch(X>ls,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  entered  upon 
his  mercantile  career.  He  became  a  clerk  in  a  gen- 
eral stc^re  at  ]\Ianhasset,  Long  Island,  where  he 
remained  for  ^\i^.  years,  giving  strict  attention  to 
business,  and  applying  himself  to  the  study  of  the 
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art  of  buying  advantageously  no  less  than  to  that 
of  selling  profitably.  At  the  end  of  five  years  he 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at  Jamaica,  Long 
Island.  This  position  he  retained  only  for  a  short 
time,  as  it  was  not  his  intention  to  remain  a  clerk 
for  life,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  which  pre- 
sented itself  he  opened  a  general  store  at  Hyde 
Park.  His  acute  business  sense,  however,  pointed 
to  the  more  remunerative  field  which  would  be 
opened  to  him  in  the  event  of  giving  his  whole  at- 
tention to  a  specialty,  and  thus  it  was  that  he  es- 
tablished his  present  business,  the  furnishing  of 
seed  potatoes  and  fertilizers.  He  and  his  brother, 
Daniel  W.  Baylis.  are  associated  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  J.  V.  Baylis  Seed  Company,  one  of 
the  largest  seed  potato  companies  in  this  part  of 
the  country.  They  have  a  New  York  house  at 
^^  Barclay  street,  a  large  plant  at  New  Hyde 
Park,  Long  Island,  and  a  farm  of  three  hundred 
acres  at  Goodrich,  Maine,  where  they  raise  seed 
potatoes,  and  also  have  a  potato  starch  factory. 
The  branch  office  of  the  company^is  at  Fort  Fair- 
field, Maine,  where  they  have  two  stores.  They 
offer  for  sale  the  following  varieties :  Goodrich 
Prize,  an  extra  early  potato ;  Irish  Cobbler,  a  very 
fine,  and  at  the  same  time  very  scarce  variety : 
Early  Ohio,  which  has  long  been  a  favorite  with 
many  market  gardeners ;  Clark's  Pride,  newly  in- 
troduced and  sure  to  become  popular ;  Bliss 
Triumph,  a  red  ])otato  of  excellent  quality :  En- 
sign ]»aglcy.  which  has  boon  in  great  demand  the 
last  few  years ;  Early  Fortune,  worthy  of  a  first 
place  among  the  best  early  varieties ;  New  Queen, 
too  well  known  to  need  further  comment ;  Aroos- 
took P>eauty,  than  which  there  is  no  better  ;  Bovee, 
a  variety  which  was  introduced  by  Peter  Hender- 
son &  Cninpany :  Buri)ee's  Extra  Early,  which 
resembles  the  New  (^uecn,  but  is  about  a  week 
earlier  ;  Early  Norther,  one  of  the  best  of  the  Rose 
vnricty.  and  very  ]X)pular  on  the  cast  end  of  Long 
Island  :  T.  X.  L.,  a  potato  of  grc^t  merit:  r)eauty 
of  Hebron,  for  many  years  a  standard  potato: 
Potentates,  c|iiality  etinal  to  any  grown:  Green 
i\[onnlain,  worthy  <^f  first  place  among  the  im- 
modinto  late  potatoes:  Carman  No.  t.  which  re- 
seml>le<  the  <lreen  Mountain  very  closely:  Hamp- 


ton Rose,  resembles  the  Bell  Rose:  Bell  Rose, 
immense  yielders,  and  grow  well  on  light  soil: 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the  best  of  the  Carman  fani- 
ilv,  introduced  bv  Elbert  S.  Carman,  editor  of 
the  Rural  New  Yorker,  and  the  greatest  origin- 
ator of  potatoes :  New  Scotch  Rose,  an  extremely 
desirably  variety,  and  a  great  favorite ;  White 
Elephant,  resembles  the  Beauty  of  Hebron,  but 
is  abotit  ten  days  later,  of  stronger  growth  and 
larger  yield ;  Aroostook  Company  Prize,  a  good 
quality  and  keeper,  also    an    immense    yielder. 
Carman  No.  3,  one  of  the  best  late  sorts,  and  very 
productive;  Kings,  extra  good  cooking  quality, 
and  the  best  light  soil  potato:  Delaware,  a  valu- 
able combination  of  size  and    quahty :    Maggie 
Murphy,  same  as  the  Bell  Rose:  Pride  of  the 
South,  almost  identical  with  the  Bliss  Trium])h : 
White  Rose,  one  of  the  handsomest  and  smooth- 
est of  the  white  varieties :  Early  Harvest,  richly  ^ 
entitled  to  its  name :  Early  Rose,  for  a  generation-* 
the  standard  potato  of  the  whole  country :  ancK 
Prolific    Rose,    a    seedling    of  .  the  Early    Rose    , 
The  Michigan  grown  seed  oflfered  by  the  com  - 
pany  includes  a  number  of  these  varieties,  as  do 
also  their  potatoes  grown  in  western  New  York 
They  have  sold  in  one  year  as  many  as  fifty  thou- 
sand bushels  of  seed  potatoes  to  farmers,  and  have 
a  large  warehouse  for  the  storage  of  their  goods. 
Their  Imsiness  is  in  a  most  prosperous  condition. 
Mr.  Bayliss  married,  January  11.  1887,  Hen- 
rietta, daughter  of  Edward  Wescott    of    ^lan- 
hasset,  Eong  Island.    They  have  no  children.    Mr. 
Baylis  is  a  very  active  and  progressive  business 
man.  has  made  a  marked  success  of  his  life,  and 
is  very  popular  atul  highly  respected  by  all  who 
are  acquainted    with    him.     Daniel    W.    Baylis, 
brother  ot  Jesse  \'.  Baylis,  was  born  January  7. 
1878,  at  Springfield,  kong  Island,  and  received 
advantages  of  education  similar  to  those  of  his 
brother.      \t  the  termination  of  his  school  life  he 
entered  into  business  with  his  brother,   and   in 
1897  became  a  partner  in  the  firm.    ?Ie  has  charge 
of  the  Elaine  branch  of  the  business,  which  he 
conducts   in  a  manner  which  proves  him  to  be 
the  equal  o\  his  brother  in  executive  ability.     He 
is  unmarried. 
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i^airs  Brigade  and  was  engaged  at  the  battle 
jermantown,  October  4,   1777,  when  it  suf- 
d  some  loss.     It  was  afterward  assigned  to 
ntington's    Brigade   and    wintered    at    Valley 
rgCy  1777-8;  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Mon- 
)uth,  June  28.  1778.  and  went  into  camp  with 
e  main  army  at  While  I^lains.     Its  light  com- 
iny  was  detached    to    Meig's  Light  Regiment 
nd  engaged  in  the  storming  of  Stony  Point  on 
he  Hudson,  July    15,    1779.     James   Whitney's 
name  appears  on  the  first  list  of  pensioners  resid- 
ing in  the  state  of  Connecticut  in   18 18.  and  it 
also  appears  on  the  list  of  1840.     He  died  of  old 
age,    May    21,    1841,    aged    eighty-eight    years. 
James  Whitney  married,  August  13,  1777,  Eunice 
Johnson,    born    in     Newtown,   December,    1756, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Miriam  (Feet)  John- 
son, a  descendant  probably  of  Rol^ert  Johnson,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  New  Haven  colony.    Their 
children  were  Abraham  Johnson,   Hannah  Jud- 
son,   Zerah,   Ruth    Ann,  Jerusha,   James   Lewis, 
Sarah,  Philo,  Ezra.  Eli,  Ethiel,  Abel. 

Philo  Whitney,  eighth  child  of  James  and 
Eunice  (Johnson)  Whitney,  was  l)orn  at  New- 
town, Connecticut,  April  27,  1792.  He  was  an 
enterprising  and  thrifty  blacksmith  and  farmer. 
He  died  from  a  fracture  of  the  skull,  the  result  of 
an  accident,  April  6.  1830.  He  was  married  on 
October  i,  181  s.  to  Jerusha  Wheeler,  born  in 
Newtown,  October  11,  179^),  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Marcia  ( IJotsford )  Wheeler;  she  died 
September  21,  1829.  He  married  again  on  De- 
cember 14,  1829,  Aurelia  Wheeler,  a  sister  of  his 
first  wife.  Abraham  was  ])robably  a  descendant 
of  Closes  Wheeler,  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
New  Haven  colony,  who  was  amoiig  the  first  to 
receive  an  allotment  of  land  there  in  1643.  He 
lived  in  Stratford  in  T()48.  He  was  an  extensive 
land  holder  and  one  of  tlie  leading  men  of  Strata 
ford  township.  He  died  in  ](yi)H,  aged  one  hun- 
dred years.  Philo  Whitney  l)y  his  first  wife,  Je- 
rusha (  Wheeler)  Whitney,  had  issue  :  Harriet, 
born  Tnlv  14,  iSiT).  married  Ivlnnnid  Fairchild. 
Jose])h  llotsford,  horu  March  14,  1818,  was 
drowned  in  Ooton  river  in  1834.  James  Wheeler 
Whitnev.  born  at  W'wlown,  Connecticut,  Novem- 
ber  27,    i8i(>.      I'juily,   l)orn    (  )clober     11,     182T, 


married   LeGrand  Fairchild.     Aurelia,    bom 
Newtown,  October  26,  1823,  married  Oliver  W 
ner  Moore.    Ruth  Ann,  bom  May  27,  1826,  m 
ried,   first,   Truman   Hubbell,   second,   Mark 
Hubbell.    Abraham    Johnson,   born    October 
1828,  married  Marietta  Parmalee. 

James  Wheeler  Whitney,  third  child  of  PliE' 
and  Jerusha   (Wheeler)   Whitney,  was  born 
Newtown,  Connecticut,  November  27,  1819.    H 
father  died  when  he  was  but  ten  years  of  age  an- 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  one  of  his  relative 
on  a  farm,  where  he  resided  for  the  next  fiv^ 
years,  working  on  the  farm  during  the  summei^ 
and  attending  the  district  school  in  the  winter^' 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  Le  Roy,  Xe\v-^"^ 
York,  where  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  store  and  after — ^x 
wards    a    partner.     Ambitious  for  a  wider  fielcF  >  M 
and  more  extensive  business  operations,  he  camo 
to  New  York  citv  in  the  earlv  fifties,  where  after 
four  years'  experience  as  a  salesman  in  a  whol 
sale  dry-goods  house  he  formed  a  co-partnershi-. 
with   Hill,   Groves  &  Company,    continuing    h- 
connection  with  its  successors    under    the    firr- 
names  of  Groves,  Northrop  &  Taylor,  Northro^: 
Taylor  &  Conij)any,  Hazen,  W^hitney    &    Coi 
pany,  and  finally  Whitney    &    Company,    frc 
which  firm  he  retired  with  a  competence  in  i8c3 
He  outlived  many  of  his  contemporaries,  but  ti 
various  firms,  of  unquestioned  honor  and  int^ 
ritv,  with  which  his  name    was    connected,  v 
ever  live  in  the  commercial  history  of  the  gi~ 
metropolis. 

Mr.  Whitnev  was  identified  with  the  vari 
interests  of  Brooklyn  for  nearly  a  half  centi^ 
He  became  a  resident  of  that  city  in  1855,  and 
i8()8   purchased   a   home  at    138   Second    Plii 
which  was  then  one  of  the  most  fashionable  r 
dence  parts  of  the  city.     He  was  always  int. 
csted  in  church  and  benevolent  work  and  coiit 
ued  this  up  to  the  day  of  his  death.     He  wsi 
vestr\man  and  later  junior  warden  of  Eman 
church  (now  St.  Martin's)  for  many  years,  w 
Mr.  Alexander  P..  Orr  as  senior  warden,  and 
the  latter 's  retirement  he  became  senior  ward 
He  was  a  trustee  of  the  Church  Charitv  Foum 
tion  for  over  twenty-five  years  and  was  especia 
active  in  the  construction  and  management  of 
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tin  Hospital,  which  forms  a  i)art  of  this  insti- 
:  ion.     Without  ostentation  he  arwisted    in    tlic 

• 

pport  of  many  works  of  charity  and  boncvo- 
L  ce.  Though  not  active  in  politics,  he  was  a 
^niber  of  the  Young  Men's  KepubHcan  C'hib,  <>f 
dioklyn.  and  loyal  in  his  support  of  the  party. 
He  was  a  director  of  the  South  I»rookIyn 
^ings  liank,  an  institution  in  which  he  became 
i^ply  interested  and  was  one  of  the  auditing 
^^mittee.  -\t  the  time  of  his  death  the  follow- 
»  preamble  and  resolutions  were  ado])ted  by 
==;  institution  and  an  engrossed  copy  presented 
the  family : 

"The  Board  having  learned  with  dee])  regret 

the  very  sudden  death  of  their  late  associate, 
ires  W.  Whitnev,  and  beinir  desirous  of  show- 
:^  their  ap]ireciation  of  the  faithful  and  efficient 
~  vices  rendered  by  him  during  his  thirteen  years' 
r  "inection  with  the  Bank,  it  is  hereby 

Resolved.  That  in  his  death  this  institution 
-<\s  one  who  has  always  manifested  great  in- 
"^st  in  its  welfare,  as  evidenced  by  his  regular 
^^ndance  at  the  meetings  of  its  l>oard  and  the 
uroughness  with  which  as  chairman  of  its  ex- 
"»  ining  committee  he  contributed  his  share  in  the 
^estigation  of  its  securities  and  accounts.  A 
»-n  oit  retiring  disposition  whose  genial  manner 
*  1  strict  integrity  won  for  him  the  res])ect  and 
:  <en\  of  his  fellow  trustees. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  be  embodied  in 
=^  minutes  of  this  institution  and  an  engrossed 
foy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  the  family  (^f  the  de- 
^^sed,  with  the  warmest  expressions  of  symi)athy 
i~  their  ereat  loss.'* 

This  preamble  and  resolutions  were  signed  by 

^xander  E.  Orr,  president,  and  C.  S.  Denney, 
:r  retarv. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  interested  in  local  history 

cl  was  a  life  member  of  the  Long  Island  His- 
rical  Society.  He  married  Anne  Maria  Lewis, 
«-^J|?hter  of  Samuel  Lew^s,  of  Geneseo,  Xew 
'^^k,  a  collateral  descendant  of  William  Penn. 
"■^Jr  children  w-ere:  Anna  Maria,  who  married 
^Ptain  A.  L.  King,  and  resides  at  Arrochar. 
^^en  Island:  Joseph  Botsford :  Isabella  Lewis. 
"^^  January  8,  1874,  aged  twenty-one  years. 

Joseph  Botsford  Whitney,  second  child  and 
^'    son  of  James  Wheeler  Whitney  and  Amie 

^'^a   CLewis)   Whitnev,  was  born  at  Le  Rov. 


Xew  York,  September  3,  1849.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  IJrooklvn  in  early  chihlhood,  where 
he  has  since  continued  to  r<*side.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Brooklyn  l\>lytechnic  Institute,  tak- 
ing the  scientific  course  of  study,  intending  to 
follow  the  professi(^n  o\  a  civil  engineer,  but  af- 
terward decided  on  a  business  career.  He  en- 
tered his  father's  firm  in  New  York  citv  and 
finallv  succeeded  to  the  business.  Later  he  turned 
his  attention  t(^  the  manufacture  of  silk  goods 
and  sul>se<]uentlv  to  improved  methods  of  manu- 
facture combined  with  economic  features.  He 
invented  an  improved  creel,  by  means  of  which 
are  made  more  perfect  warj>s.  and  by  the  same 
process  reducing  the  cost  of  manufacture.  His 
next  and  most  im])oriant  imi)rovement  was  a 
warp  stop-motion  for  looms,  so  finely  adjusted 
as  to  be  suitable-  for  silk,  the  most  delicate  of  fab- 
rics. In  this  not  only  the  (|uality  of  the  fabric 
was  im])rovecl  but  the  cost  of  production  was  de- 
creased, as  it  had  been  in  the  previous  instance. 
A  third  im])rovement  was  for  the  pur])o.se  of 
e(|ualizing  the  tension  on  the  threads  in  the  pro- 
cess of  c|uilling  on  a  silk  (juilling  frame.  By 
means  of  these  and  othtr  improvements  Mr. 
Whitney  advanced  his  manufactures  to '  a  high 
degree  of  perfection,  being  the  first  manufacturer 
in  America  to  make  goods  equal  to  those  of  the 
finest  foreign  lrK:)ms,  and  although  he  had  stud- 
ied and  perfected  himself  for  the  profession  of  a 
civil  engineer  he  has  succeeded  in  carrying  the 
art  of  silk  manufacturing  to  a  higher  state  of  per- 
fection than  anv  other  manufacturer  of  his  dav  in 
this  coimtry  by  putting  into  i)ractice  in  this  line 
the  i)rinriples  of  thoroughness  and  exactness  of 
his  scientific  course  of  training.  His  manufac- 
tory, located  at  Paterson,  Xew  Jersey,  of  which 
he  is  the  sole  owner,  is  known  as  the  Brilliant  Silk 
Manufacturing  C'om])any. 

The  name  of  Whitney  will  ever  be  associated 
with  industrial  improvements  through  Eli  Whit- 
ney, the  inventor  of  the  cotton  gin,  which  inven- 
ti(^n  gave  impetus  t(^  the  cultivation  of  cotton, 
making  it  for  the  last  half  century  the  world's 
greatest  staple  for  fabric  mamifacture.  We  are 
glad  to  be  able  to  recorrl  the  fact  that  this  same 
ability  to  advance  the  requirements    in    another 
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ich  of  industry  finds  expression  through  Jo- 
h  B.  Whitney,  whose  important  inventions  arc 
ing  in  the  onward  march  of  our  great  nation 
yard  the  industrial  supremacy  Of  the  world. 

Mr.  Whitney  has  been  too  busy  developing 
is  various  improvements  to  give  s])ecial  atten- 
on  to  public  affairs.  He  married  Martha  Hazel- 
ne  Cummings,  of  Honesdale,  Peinisylvania, 
lughter  of  Aaron  Cummings,  of  that  i)lace. 
hree  children  are  the  issue  of  this  marriage : 
;abel  Lydia;  Hazeltine ;  and  Arthur  Aaron,  who 
led  in  in  fane  v. 

LEAXDER  P..  FAr.EK. 

For  onlv  ten  vcars  Leandcr  B.  I'abcr.  of  [a- 
laica,  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law, 
Jt  that  time  has  been  ample  in  which  to  demon- 
rate  his  ability,  his  comprehensive  knowledge 
t  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and  his  devo- 
on  to  the  interests  of  his  clients.     His  business 

constantly  increasing  in  volume  and  import- 
ice  and  as  he  is  yet  a  young  man  he  doubtless 
IS  before  Inm  a  successful  future. 

Mr.  Faber  was  born  on  the  5th  of  November, 
^67.  His  father,  TJernhard  L.  Faber,  was  born 
I  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxenbourg,  Kurope, 
ine  14,  1835,  a  son  of  Anton  and  Margaret 
Miederkorn)  Falx^r.  The  grandfather  of  our 
ibject  was  born  in  1792  and  in  early  life 
arned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
wed  throughout  his  active  business  career, 
rhen  eighty-three  years  of  age  he  left  his  na- 
vid  coinitry  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  t(^  America, 
)ending  the  last  ?\\q  years  of  his  life  in  the 
^me  of  his  son  T>ernhard  in  Jamaica.  His 
ife  was  born  in  the  village  of  Niederkorn,  Ger- 
any,  named  in  honor  of  her  father,  who  was  a 
an  of  note  in  that  locality,  and  her  death  oc- 
UTed  in  her  native  land  when  her  son,  the  father 
I  our  subject,  was  only  three  years  of  age.  In 
?r  family  were  six  children,  five  o{  whom  came 
►  America.  l>ernhard  L.  Faber  began  earning 
s  own  livelihood  when  only  nine  years  of  age 
id  thus  his  (^])portunity  of  securing  an  educatif.ni 
as  very  limited.  He  mastered  the  shoemaker's 
ade  under  the  direction  of  his  father  and  fol- 


lowed that  pursuit  in  his  native  land  until  1854* 
when  with  his  brother  ^lichael  and  his  sister 
Susan  he  crossed  the  briny  deq)  to  the  new  world. 
He  was  afterward  employed  at  shoemaking  in 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  in  1856  estab- 
lished a  small  shoe  shop  in  Jamaica,  and  as  his 
trade  increased  he  sought  more  commodious 
quarters,  in  1893  purchasing  a  large  brick  build- 
ing, in  which  he  still  conducts  the  leading  shoe 
store  of  the  town  in  connection  with  his  son 
r*hilip  H  In  1859  Bernhard  L.  Faber  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Kohler,  who  was 
a  native  of  IJaden,  Germanv,  but  came  to  Amer- 
ica  in  early  girlhood.  They  have  two  sons,  Philif:, 
who  is  associated  with  his  father,  and  Leander, 
\vh«^'-e  name  begins  this  record.  The  family  ri- 
here  to  the  Catholic  faith,  and  in  the  possession 
of  the  father  is  an  old  German  Bible  which  was 
I)ublislied  in  1534. 

Leander  \\,  Faber  has  always  resided  in  Ja- 
maica, his  native  city.  At  the  usual  age  he  en- 
tered the  public  sch(K)ls  and  supplemented  his 
literary  education  by  a  course  under  private  tutors 
in  New  Vork  city.  He  then  studied  law,  enterin 
the  office  of  Henry  A.  Monfort  at  Jamaica,  an 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  September,  1892.  H 
is  now  a  j^artner  of  Mr.  Monfort,  one  of  the  dis 
tinguished  members  of  the  New  York  bar.  Fror; 
the  age  of  fourteen  he  has  been  in  his  oflSce  in  one 
capacity  or  another,  gradually  advancing  until 
as  a  meml>er  of  the  firm  he  is  regarcied  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  and  capable  of  tjie  young  prac- 
titioners in  the  courts  of  this  district.  At  the  age 
of  twenty- three  he  was  elected  police  judge  of 
Jamaica,  the  youngest  incumbent  who  had  ever 
filled  that  i)osition  on  Long  Island  up  to  that  time. 
His  course  on  the  l)ench  won  him  high  encom- 
imns  from  all  the  law-abiding  citizens  of  the  com- 
munitv,  but  at  the  end  of  his  three  vears'  term  he 
refused  a  second  nomination,  which  would  have 
been  equivalent  to  an  election,  and  has  since  given 
his  attention  to  his  constantly  increasing  private 
practice,  which  has  connected  him  with  many 
noted  cases  anrl  engaged  him  in  forensic  contests 
with  many  of  the  ablest  members  of  the  bar,  but 
in  a  larire  majority  of  cases  he  has  w-on  verdicts 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  his  clients.     He  is  a 
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born  July  22,  1793.  William  Monfort  married 
Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Obadiah  Valentine,  a 
large  land  owner  at  Woodbury  in  the  town  of 
Oyster  Bay.  He  died  September  20,  1828,  early 
in  life,  and  his  widow  soon  afterward  removed, 
w-ith  her  family  of  small  children,  to  a  farm  owned 
bv  her  father  at  West  Hills,  not  far  from  the  vil- 
lage  of  Huntington. 

One  of  their  children  was  William  H.,  born  at 
Black  Stump,  August  15,  1825,  who  is  a  well 
known  and  prominent  farmer  at  West  Hills,  and 
for  the  last  half  century  has  taken  an  important 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  of  Huntington,  hav- 
ing been  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  that  town  for 
twenty-eight  consecutive  years.  He  married 
Sarah  E.  Whitney,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Whit- 
ney of  Woodbury,  whose  three  sons  all  became 
more  or  less  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Long  Isl- 
and ;  the  eldest,  John  C.  WMiitney,  was  a  prom- 
inent merchant  of  Brooklyn,  Daniel  D.  was  at 
one  time  mayor  of  that  city,  and  the  youngest, 
Scudder  V.  Whitney  of  Woodbury,  was  for  sev- 
eral years  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Oyster  Bay. 

William  H.  and  Sarah  E.  (Whitney)  Mon- 
fort  were  the  parents  of  Henry  A.  Monfort. 
After  graduating  at  the  somewhat  noted  high 
school  at  Huntington,  young  Monfort  entered 
Cornell  rniversity.  where  he  remained  two  years. 
He  then  returned  to  Huntington  and  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  ex-Judge  Thomas 
Young,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1875. 
About  a  year  later  he  removed  to  Jamaica,  where 
hr*  has  ever  since  resided,  and  began  the  practice 
oT  the  Ipw.  Fuitirely  unaided  by  adventitious  cir- 
cumstances, he  early  gained  a  foremost  ])lace  in 
the  ranks  of  the  profession,  and  for  some  years 
lip.s  ))cen  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  bar  of 
the  count V  of  Oueens. 

Mr.  M(^nf(^rt  has  been  retained  in  many  im- 
portant litigations,  which  he  has  conducted  with 
signal  ability.  In  7  8()2  he  acted  as  counsel  for 
Jloration  X.  San  lord  in  his  contest  with  Patrick 
J.  ^llcason  for  the  office  of  mayor  of  Long  Island 
City,  a  ])osition  which  Mr.  Cleason  has  held  for 
many  years.  Although  Sanford  was  duly  elected 
mayor,  (ileason,  l)eing  in  possessioti  of  the  office, 
succeeded  in   securing  the  certificate  of  election. 


and  it  was  generally  thought  that  the  latter  could 
not  be  compelled  to  relinquish  the  office,  exce])t 
by  an  action  of  qito-warranto,  which  probably 
could  not  be  finally  determined  until  the  greater 
part  of  the  term  of  office  had  run,  but  Mr.  Mon- 
fort succeeded,  in  spite  of  apparently  insurmount- 
able obstacles ^  in  seating  Mr.  Sanford  as  mayor 
within  a  very  few  days  after  his  term  of  office 
began.  Another  important  election  case  in  w-hich 
he  was  engaged  was  the  matter  of  Madden,  which 
involved  the  proper  construction  of  the  then  new 
ballot  law.  All  the  lower  courts  decided  against 
his  contention,  but  the  seven  judges  of  the  court 
of  last  resort  unanimously  sustained  his  position. 

Though  making  no  specialty  of  any  particular 
class  of  litigation,  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  prosecuting  claims  against  corporations 
for  negligence.  To  mention  but  one  instance,  he 
succeeded  in  recovering  a  verdict  against  the  New 
York  and  Rockaway  Railroad  for  some  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  destruction  by  fire 
of  an  ice  plant  and  other  buildings  upon  the 
premises  of  Jamieson  and  Bond  at  Rockaway 
Beach.  The  case  was  hotly  contested,  but  the  ver- 
dict was  sustained  on  appeal. 

He  has  been  assigned  by  the  courts  upon  sev- 
eral occasions  to  defend  poor  persons  accused  of 
murder  in  the  first  degree,  and  it  is  an  eloquent 
attestation  of  his  large-mindedness  and  Inmiane 
dis]x>sition  to  record  the  fact  that  upon  all  such 
occasions  he  has  conducted  the  defense  of  the  poor 
and  friendless  defendant  with  the  same  force  and 
ability  that  he  has  displayed  in  his  private  prac- 
tice, so  that  not  only  has  no  one  whom  he  has  de- 
fended ever  been  convicted  of  the  crime  men- 
tic^ned.  but  usuallv  his  efforts  in  these  cases  have 
been  followed  by  the  discharge  of  the  accused, 
however  ho])eless  the  case  appeared  at  the  outset. 
.^uch  \\as  the  result  in  the  cases  of  John  Alt, 
Hilda  lVters(Mi  and  Peter  Anderson,  in  each  of 
which  instances  the  fact  that  the  accused  had  al- 
leady  admitted  the  perpetration  of  the  homicide 
had  to  be  faced  at  the  start. 

In  the  s]iring  of  t8(/)  he  entered  into  a  co- 
partuershi])  with  Leander  B.  Faber,  who  first  be- 
came connected  with  him  as  a  student  in  his  office. 
This  film  still  continues  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  verv 
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ufacturing-  Coinpany,  the  John  T.  Huner  Com- 
pany and  the  American  Spirometer  Company,  the 
last  two  of  New  York. 

Added  to  all  this  ^Ir.  Hoye  has  planned  a 
stupendous  enterprise — the  connecting  of  Brook- 
lyn and  New  York  bv  rail.  To-dav  the  only  way 
of  reachin":  the  mainland  is  by  boat,  and  in  the 
fertile  brain  of  Mr.  Hoye  has  originated  an  enter- 
prise which  will  proye  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
the  city.  He  organized  and  is  the  president  of 
what  is  known  as  the  New  Jersey  &  Staten  Island 
Junction  Railroad  Terminal  Company,  which  is 
incorporated  for  ten  million  dollars.  It  is  the  plan 
of  the  company  to  construct  a  tunnel  from  the 
terminus  of  all  the  railroads  which  now  reach  only 
the  eastern  shore  of  Xew  Jersey,  including  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the  Lackawanna,  the  Erie,  the 
Jei*sey  Central,  the  Lehigh  Valley,  the  West 
Shore,  the  Pennsylyania,  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  making  nine  trunk  lines  in  all.  The 
traffic  from  these  lines  will  be  carried  to  Brook- 
lyn through  a  large  timnel,  which  will  be  con- 
structed on  land  of  great  steel  cylinders  in  sec- 
tions, and  sunken  in  a  ditch  dredged  in  the  bottom 
of  the  bay,  the  cylindrical  sections  being  united 
beneath  the  water's  surface.  The  plans  are  now 
well  under  way  and  the  work,  which  will  require 
seyeral  years  for  com[)letion,  has  been  begun.  It 
is  perhaps  the  greatest  undertaking  of  the  age. 
and  is  a  fitting  inaugural,  along  the  line  of  me- 
chanical engineering,  to  the  new  century.  The 
steel  tunnel  will  be  of  two  large  tubes,  enclosed  in 
a  large  steel  case  and  filled  with  concrete.  The 
riveting  will  all  be  done  by  compressed  air.  and 
the  dredging  bv  steam  and  hydraulic  ai)paratus, 
which  will  at  once  dredge  and  make  removal  of 
the  (lisi)laced  dirt,  thus  doing  away  with  the  usual 
(litTicult  and  perilous  work  of  tunneling  under 
ground. 

Mr.  Hoye  has  been  about  three  UK^nths  in  per- 
fecting his  ideas  and  plans.  1  le  has  worked  under 
a  charter  granted  by  Congress  to  the  Xew  Jersev 
&  Staten  Island  Junction  Railroad  Company  in 
iS()i>.  hut  which  was  not  acted  upon  until  Mr. 
Hoye  took  it  in  hand.  Krastus  W'yman,  Sr.,  the 
head  of  tlic  Mutual  Mercantile  Agency,  was  the 
client  and  friend  of  Mr.  Hoye,  who  proposed  the 


undertaking.  He  it  w^as  who  began  the  work  in 
1886  and  secured  the  franchise  to  cross  the  bay 
in  1892.  The  construction  of  the  tunnel  will  re- 
quire three  hundred  and  thirty-six  million  tons  of 
steel ;  will  have  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
cubic  yards  of  displacement ;  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  cubic  yards  of  concrete :  a  weight 
per  lineal  foot  of  five  hundred  and  thirteen  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  eight  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
per  foot  allowed  to  overcome  the  buoyancy  of  the 
tunnel,  which  will  be  made  like  a  steel  boat  with 
bulkheads  in  the  end  to  allow  it  to  be  towed  to  its 
place  in  the  bay  and  then  sunk  by  adding  the  con- 
crete. The  total  cost  will  be  ten  millions,  and  the 
cost  of  the  land  for  tunnel  approaches  three  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  Hoye  was  united  in  marriage,  June  24. 
T891,  to  Miss  Rose  C.  Kerrin,  a  daughter  of 
Dennis  C.  Kerrin  of  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  and 
a  graduate  of  the  Packard  Institute  of  Brooklyn. 
They  have  three  children,  Stephen  Russell 
Moore,  Wilbur  Grant  and  Stephanie  Johnson,  the 
two  last  named  being  twins.  Mr.  Hoye  and  his 
family  are  members  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  church 
of  Brooklyn.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Democrat, 
and  for  two  years  was  president  of  the  First  Ward 
Democratic  Club  of  this  city.  Socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Montauk  Club  and  the  Yale  Al- 
unmi  Association,  and  in  the  line  of  his  professi(^n 
he  is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association 
and  the  International  Bar  Association. 

It  may  be  interesting  in  this  connection  to  note 
something  of  the  ancestral  history  of  Mr.  Hoye. 
On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  old  English  stt>ck. 
which  was  transplanted  into  Ireland  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  he  is  a  de- 
scendant of  Sir  Isaac  Plove,  who  was  born  in 
Suffolk.  ICngland.  in  171 5,  a  lawyer  of  distinction, 
who  possessed  literary  attainments  of  a  hig^h  order 
and  was  a  valued  contributor  to  the  London 
Times.  Besides  his  family  estate  in  Ireland,  a 
crest,  consisting  of  a  unicorn  rampant  supyjorting 
an  elongated  cross,  was  granted  to  him  in  17^*0, 
His  imcle,  Thomas  Hove,  physician,  poet,  class- 
ical scholar  and  eminent  writer  of  his  day.  grad- 
uated at  Oxford  m  1675,  and  subsequently  he- 
came  ])rofessor  of  physics  at  St.  John's  College 
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of  thai  university;  he  died  in   1718.     Sir  Isaac 

Hove  had  three  sons,  all  of  whom  were  educated 

^t  Oxford,  and  Thomas  (of  whom  the  subject  of 

this   sketch   is  a  direct  descendant),   being  the 

>*oungest,  inherited  neither  his  father's  title  nor 

tr^e' family  seat  in  Suffolk,  but  was  given  for  his 

I^ortion  the  estates  in  county  Leitram,   Ireland, 

^'V'here  he  settled  shortlv  after  the  death  of  Sir 

jT^aac.     His  grandson,  Francis  Hove,  left  Ireland 

ir'M    1846.  and  after  traveling  on  the  continent  and 

/jrough  the  L'nited  States  settled  in  Poughkeep- 

fe*,    Xew  York,  in  1848,  but  soon  afterward  went 

>      ^'ew  Haven,  Connecticut,  and  married  Eliza- 

*tf  T  Marv  McGrail,  of  Boston.     It  is  said  that 

^       ^IcGrails  went  from  the  highlands  of  Scot- 

^»  ^'T  to  the  north  of  Ireland  as  far  back  as  the 

c:  't:  li  centurv,  and  Elizabeth  was  descended  from 

ai.g  line  of  wealthy  merchants  and  land  owners 

iniiskillen.    According  to  the  record,  the  name 

^^tephen  was  hereditary  among  them,  as  the 

"*  "•  ily  fortune  descended  in  regular  order  from 

^^      ^>tcphen  to  another  for  many  generations,  and 

^-•^st  Stei)hen  McGrail,  Elizabeth's  father,  who 

^=^     ri  philanthropist,  gave  most  of  his  great  for- 

^  ^^»    amassed  by  his  ancestors,  to  relieve  the  poor 

J^  iiii^ski Hen  .during  the  memorable   famine  of 

^*^-       Although  the  male  members  of  the  Mc- 

^^  '  1     family  w^ere  for  the  most  part  merchants. 

^~  !>*c?rs  and  clergymen  were  not  infrequent  among 

""^'^i.        Thomas  ^IcGrail,  an  attorney   of   San 

"*^c:isco,   California,   anrl   tlie   Rev.   John    Mc- 

"^  *  1  ^  a  highly  respected  Catholic  priest  of  l^rat- 

-^•"'^x-o,  V^ennont,  being  colateral  descendants  of 

^^<::)mmon  ancestor.    The  last  Stephen  McC^rail 

^^*~ied  Honor  Maguire,  a  descendant  of  Lord 

^ ''i  i.ir   Maguire,  a  leading   spirit    in   the    Irish 

^^^Ixition  of   1690,  through  the  latter's   second 

^  '        Sir  John  Maguire,    who    was    her    great- 

^Ifather.    The  father  of  Honor  was  Sylvester 

1  lire,  who  lost  his  fortune  on  account  of  hav- 

taken  j)art  in  the  rebellion  of  1708.       Her 

^^er  w-as  a  sister    of    ]^»ishop    McGovern,  of 

^"^n  Govern,  Ireland.     Many  of  the  Maguires 

-^^*^    orders  in  t^ie  church,  and  notable  among 

^^^^  was  Thomas  Maguire,    who    won    several 

*^^ories  in  public  debate  with  some  of  the  most 

^^^ous  divines  of  the  Church  of  England. 
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The  parents  of  our  subject,  Francis  and  Eliza- 
beth M.  (McGrail)  Hoye,  are  both  now  deceased. 
The  father  was  a  most  prominent,  progressive  and 
honorable  business  man.  He  passed  away  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  and  his  wife 
died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  forty-one.  In  their 
family  were  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living. 

SHIRLEY   X.   C.   HICKS,   M.  D. 

Among  the  families  connected  with  Long 
Island's  growth,  the  name  of  Hicks  stands  out 
prominently.  From  the  first  settlement  of  the 
country  and  until  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war  various  persons  bearing  the  honored  name 
took  an  active  and  important  part  in  the  affairs 
of  the  colonies.  When  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence came  several  of  the  most  influential 
members  of  this  family  were  holding  office  under 
the  government,  and  remained  loyal  to  their  king ; 
miny,  however,  remained  neutral.  Confiscation 
(luring  the  war  deprived  many  wealthy  members 
of  the  family  of  their  estates.  The  family  became 
identified  earlv  with  the  Societv  of  Friends,  and 
some  of  them  still  hold  to  that  faith. 

Elias  Hicks,  the  celebrated  Quaker  preacher 
referred  to  several  times  in  the  first  volume  of 
this  work,  was  a  great-great-grandson  of  the  first 
settler.  John  Hicks.  Of  English  ancestry,  the 
progenitor  on  Long  Island,  John  Hicks,  came 
fn^m  England  in  1635.  He  was  related  to  Robert 
Hicks,  who  cnme  with  the  Pilgrims  in  1621,  and 
traced  his  oncestrv  l^ack  to  Sir  Ellis  Hicks,  who 
was  knighted  on  the  battlefield  of  Poictiers  in 
T356.  John  Hicks,  a  man  of  strong  and  vigorous 
intellect,  settled  in  Long  Island  in  1642.  The  final 
settlement  with  the  Indians  on  July  4,  1647 — for 
the  lands  purchased  of  them  by  the  colonists  in 
T643 — ^^'^-^^  intrusted  to  him.  His  son.  Thomas 
Hicks,  was  also  a  man  of  strong  intellect,  virile 
and  of  unusual  energy,  and  took  an  active  part  in 
public  affairs.  He  was  honored  by  Governor 
Andross  by  being  appointed  the  first  judge  of  the 
county  court.  In  1666  he  was  granted  a  patent 
for  four  thousand  acres  of  land  at  Great  Neck, 
where  he  erected  a  mansion  and  resided  in  comfort 
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il  his  death.  Whitehead  Hicks,  a  grandson  of 
ionias,  was  mayor  of  Xevv  York  hy  the  king's 
-pointment  for  ten  years  i)revioiis  to  and  ckiring 
ie  Revohitionary  war.  A  son  of  Thomas,  Isaac 
[icks,  was  a  colonel  of  the  county  militia,  and 
lother  son,  Jacob,  held  the  appointment  of  cap- 
lin  and  served  in  the  colonial  wars.  His  son, 
oloncl  Stephen  Hicks,  also  served  in  the  county 
lilitia  Since  the  Revolution  the  members  of 
ic  family  have  taken  no  active  part  in  ])ublic  life, 
s  members  being  principally  engaged  in  agricul- 
iral  and  mercantile  pursuits. 

Shirley  Nathaniel  Combes  Hicks,  the  subject 
F  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Rockville  Center,  Long 
dand,  on  l^Vbruary  4,  1878,  the  son  of  the  late 
.braham  W  S.  and  Amelia  (Combes')  Hicks.  His 
lucation  was  accjuired  in  the  publis  schools  and 
le  high  school  of  his  native  town:  and  these 
3urses  were  supf)lemenled  by  a  scientific  course 
1  Cornell  I'niversity,  at  which  he  was  graduated 
1  1897.  Yielding  to  a  predilection  for  the  study 
f  medicine.  Mr.  ?Iicks  entered  Hellevue  Hospital, 
lis  city,  subse(iuently  taking  a  course  in  the  med- 
•al  de])artment  of  Cornell  University.  Here  he 
Dmpleted  his  studies,  and  in  June,  i(}oo,  was  grad- 
ated with  honor.  Soon  after  this  he  began  the 
ractice  of  his  profession  in  Jamaica,  where  liis 
iiccess  as  a  ])hysician  is  established.  Dr.  Hick^ 
i  held  in  liigh  esteem  bv  all  who  know  him.  ?Ie 
)  progressive,  energetic,  a  man  of  idea  and  of 
nowledge.  Whether  a  given  idea  is  old  or  new, 
e  does  not  reject  or  acce])t  it  without  invcstiga- 
ion.  In  a  word,  he  is  master,  not  a  slave,  of 
is  ail.  aiul  the  citizens  of  the  comnuinity  in  which 
e  li\t'S  art)  iiv)t  slow  to  a])preciate  the  worth  of 
)  learned  a  man. 

JOHX  LFAVIS    CIHLDS.  ' 

The  name  of  John  Lewis  Childs  is  a  familiar 
ne  in  almost  every  village  and  hamlet  as  well  as 
ity  in  this  country,  and  Ntands  almost  as  a  syn- 
nym  for  floriculture.  The  world  is  a))t  to  think 
f  a  philanthroj.i.vt  as  one  who  endows  charities 
r  ])ul)lic  institutions,  but  the  term  has  a  broader, 
ruer  nieanin.u*,  and  he  "who  sympathizes  with  and 
elps  his  fellow   men'    i^  as  truly  a  benefactor  of 


his  race  as  one  who  establishes  an  asylum  for  t  li^ 
unfortunate  people  of  the  earth.     A  journal      ^" 
the  west  speaks  of  M  r.  Childs  as  **one  who  h»  ^=* 
sent  more  happiness  into  the  homes  of  this  a*^^^ 
other  countries  probably  than  any  other  indindtJ^^*' 
in  America."     He  has  established  a  business       ^^^ 
the  cidtivation  and  sale  of  flowers  and  seeds  th^  ^ 
is  gigantic  in  its  proportions,  and  yet  his  pricr'  •^^ 
are  so  reasonable  that  the  products  of  his  grt^r-    *'*'* 
houses  and  gardens  can  find  their  way  into  almc:  ^  ^ 
every  home  in  the  land,  adding  beauty  and  happT"^  "■ 
ness  thereto. 

Mr.  Childs  started  upon  his  business  care— c-^: — 
in   very  limited  circumstances.     The  history    c 
mankind  is  replete  with  illustrations  of  the  far 
that  it  is  only  under  the  pressure  of  adversity  an 
the  stinndus  of  opposition  that  the  best  and  strong- 
est in  men  are  l)rought  out  and  developed.     Per- 
haps the  history  of  no  people  so  forcibly  impresses 
one  with  this  truth  as  the  annals   of  our  own 
reimblic :  and  certainly  in  our  own  land  the  palm 
nuist  be  awarvled  to  New  England's  sturdy  sons. 
If  anything  can  inspire  the  youth  of  our  country 
to  Dersistent.   honest   and   laudable   endeavor   it 
should  be  the  life  record  of  such  men  as  he  of 
whom  we  write.     The  example  of  the  illustrious 
few  of  our  countrymen  who  have  risen  from  ob- 
scurity to  the  highest  positions  in  the  gift  of  the 
nation  serves  often  to  awe  our  young  men  rather 
than  inspire  them  to  emidation,  because  they  rca- 
sr)n  that  only  a  few  can  ever  attain  such  eminence : 
but  the  history  of  such  men  as  John  Lewis  Childs 
proves  conclusively  that  with  a  reasonable  amount 
of  mental  and  physical  power  success  is  Ixmnd 
eventually  to  crown  the  endeavor  of  th<ise  who 
have  the  ambition  to  put  forth  their  best  efforts 
and  the  will  and  manliness  to  persevere  therein.  _ 

John  Lewis  Childs,  the  founder  of  Floral  Park^^ 
and  sole  pro])rietor  of  the  great  seed  and  tioris^.:=- 
business,  was  born  in  Jay,  Elaine,  May,  13,  185^^^ 
His  parents  were  Stephen  and  Lydia  (Chandler 
i^'hilds.  the  latter  a  native  of  Marshfield.  ^Iass^r,.=i 
clmsetts.  and  the  former  of  Jay,  Maine,  where 
was  i^'ominently  identified  with  agricidtural  pi 
suits.     His  death  occurred  December  28.   i 
and  his  wife  passed  away  on  the  ist  of  Januat— 1. 
tSj^S.     At  the  age  of  seventeen  our  subject  we//^ 
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t:o   Queens,  Long  Lsland.  and  took  a  position  in 

3  larti^e  greenhouse  establishment.    The  next  year 

lie   rented  a  few  aeres  of  ground  a  mile  and  a 

lialf  from  Out  ens,  on  the  railroad  line,  and  began 

L>usiness  as  a   seedsman  and   rt(^rist.     The   total 

sales  from  his  first  catalogue  or  price-list — a  i)ub- 

lication  of  eight  pages — was  barely  fifty  dollars, 

and  it  was  five  years  before  his  business  showed 

si.CTUs  of  rapid  growth,  but  after  that  his  trade  in- 

oroased  extensi\ely.     Mr.  Chile  Is  then  ])urchascd 

tlic:*  land  he  occupied  and  from  lime  to  time  added 

t<  >     it.     The  railroad  company  soon  estal)lislK'd  a 

ii<j"xv  station  on  his  premises,  which  at  Mr.  C'hild^' 

rc^  |uest  was  called  Moral  Park.     It  became  ne^'es- 

!jf.jxi~_v  to  build  bulb  and  seed  lumses.  greenhouses, 

c  1  \,N' c-llings  and  a  large  store  U'  accommodate  his 

1:>i-"i  i^ini^^s.     Mif  mail  became  s(.)  large  and  im])ortant 

tili^it  the   government  esta!)lis'!ied   a   postoftice   «'it 

lai*^   place  and  the  work  of  building  continued  until 

noxr  Floral  Park  is  a  village  built  uj)  entirely  by 

"tlnifr  one  industry,  which  can  b(>ast  of  being  the 

l^^^i'i^est  and  best  recrulated  business  of  this  kind 

"11^1-      the  world.      Mr.  C'hilds  gives  close  attention 

't*^    every  detail  of  his  great  business  and  that  of 

t-lict   publication  of  the  '*Mayt1ower,'*  a  magazine 

^^*   ^reat  value  to  any  engaged  in  iloral  culture.   I  le 

*^^Kes  personal   interest   in   the  welfare  of  every 

^^1  sterner  and  his  great  anxietv  is  that  thev  mav 

5>iioceed  to  the  fullest  degree  with  the  seeds  and 

plants  they  procure  from  his  estal)lishment.     It 

^^"^^   for  the  pur])ose  of  educating  peo))le  in  the 

^^^  of  floral  culture  and  gardening  that  he  com- 

^"^oiiced  the  ^'Mavilower,"  and  in  this  respect  tlie 

I'lia^azine  is  doing  great  work. 

Resides  the  details  of  his  great  business  and 

^^^^=e  personal  attcHtion  to  the  wants  of  his  cus- 

^^niers.  ^Ir.  Childs  finds  time  to  perform  manv 

PuhliQ  duties.     He  was  a  member  of  the   state 

'^'^nate  during  i8<;4-5,  when  that  office  was  more 

'^^Portant  than  that  of  congressman,    lie  is  a  di- 

^ctox-  in  the  Preferred  Accident  Insurance  Com- 

P^-'iy    of  New  York,  and  through  a  long  period 

3.S  i^j;  treasurer.    He  is  a  di recti ^r  of  the  National 


S>j 


>>^ricy  Company,  of  Xew  York,  the  Oueens  and 

''•folk  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  of  the  Bank 

^      Jamaica,   is   treasurer   of   the    State    Normal 

^'"^rjol  at  Jamaica  and  a  member  of  its  boarvl 


of  managers,  while  of  the  I'nion  free  school  at 
Moral  I\'irk  he  is  treasurer  and  trustee,  and  pres- 
ident of  the  Moral  Park  I'ire  Company.  In  the 
line  of  his  business  he  is  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  American  I'iorists,  the  American  Seedsman 
Association,  the  American  Dahlia  Society  and  the 
Linnaean  Society  and  Scientific  Alliance,  of  Xew 
York.  He  is  a  close  student  of  natural  historv  and 
lakes  particular  interest  in  wikl  birds  and  in 
me:ms  for  their  preservation  and  protection.  In 
his  large  ])rivate  (-rfice  at  h'loral  Park  is  a  collec- 
tion of  fully  seven  hundred  different  species  of 
native  binN.  beautifully  mounted  and  named  and 
classitled  scientihcaily.  There  is  also  a  large  col- 
lection of  birds'  eggs,  buttertles,  beetles,  shells, 
stones,  minerals  and  curious  cones  and  seed  ves- 
sels. While  he  has  i^ersonallv  collected  manv  of 
these  during  his  travels,  many  have  also  been  sent 
to  him  by  friends  and  customers  from  all  over  the 
world,  and  he  has  in  his  collection  birds  which 
camiot  be  found  in  any  other  collection,  public  or 
private. 

Mr.  Childs  was  married  in  W'ashingtonville, 
Orange  county.  Xew  York,  on  the  15th  of  April, 
iSS^).  the  ladv  of  his  choice  being  Miss  C'arrie 
(ioldsmith,  a  daughter  of  Kienzi  A.  and  Julia  N. 
(loidsmith.  who  are  now  residents  of  Fk)ral  Park. 
The  marriage  of  .\!r.  and  Mrs.  Childs  has  been 
blessed  with  four  children:  X'ernon  (i.,  Xorma 
I)..  Lyon  L.  and  Carlton  H.  Socially  Mr.  Childs 
is  connected  with  Jamaica  Lodge,  No.  546,  V.  & 
A.  M..  and  with  bMoral  Park  Council  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  He  is  also  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Iipisco])al  church  at  Floral  Park.  A 
man  '>f  broad  humanitarian  spirit,  he  is  deeply 
interested  in  cverx  thing  that  will  promote  the 
welfare  and  hai^piness  of  his  fellow  men  and  has 
done  much  to  advance  intellecttial.  esthetic  and 
moral  culture.  His  life  work  has  certainly  been 
cnnvned  with  a  high  degree  of  success,  and  while 
he  has  amassed  a  fortune  he  has  still  kept  in  close 
touch  with  his  fellow  men  and  finds  his  greatest 
pleasure  in  using  his  wealth  for  the  benefit  of 
others. 

This  history  of  Mr.  Childs  would  be  incomplete 
without  ftirther  mention  of  his  first  work,  and 
it  is  a  ])leasurc  to  the  historian  to  record  an  ac- 
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count  of  the  mammoth  enterprise  which  he  has 
built  up.  Floral  Park  is  located  on  Long  Island, 
fifteen  miles  from  the  heart  of  Brooklyn,  and  is 
now  partly  included  in  the  territory  recently  an- 
nexed to  New  York  city.  The  village,  which  has 
been  built  up  by  the  business  of  Mr.  Childs,  has  a 
fine  school,  church,  hotel,  stores,  markets  arid  a 
system  of  water  works.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
healthful  and  certainlv  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
spots  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York.  The  gardens 
at  Floral  Pork  cover  almost  two  hundred  acres, 
all  in  flowers.  Ihese  gardens  border  on  the 
Long  Island  Railroad  for  a  distance  of  more 
than  a  mile,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  floral  dis- 
play is  not  equalled  in  America  and  probably  not 
in  the  world.  The  land  is  perfectly  flat,  of  a  sandy 
nature  anrl  oarticularly  well  adapted  to  gardening. 
Mr.  Childs  receives  and  ships  on  an  average 
several  tons  of  mail  matter  each  dav.  This  enor- 
mous  business  has  placed  the  Floral  Park  post- 
oflFice  in  the  first-class,  ranking  with  such  offices 
as  Chicago,  Boston,  l>altimore  and  other  large 
cities.  No  better  idea  of  the  amount  of  business 
done  by  Wr.  Childs  can  be  had  than  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  it  is  sufficient  to  support  a  postoffice 
of  the  fir'^t  class.  The  great  ^^niid  and  florist  busi- 
ness is  accommodated  with  a  railroad  station  and 
freight  office  close  at  hand.  There  are  thirty 
trains  each  wav  per  dav  to  and  from  the 
heart  of  the  city,  both  to  and  from  the  New- 
York  and  Brooklyn  divisons.  also  tclegra])h  and 
tele])h()ne  conneclion^j  with  all  parts  of  the  country, 
auvl  several  express  companies  receive  and  deliver 

gO(^(ls. 

The  main  building  is  an  immense  four-story 
and  basement  building,  built  of  brick  and  iron, 
and  consc'iuently  lire  ])roof.  'Hi is  is  ])rol)ably 
the  fiiicst  and  best  e(|ui])ped  seed  store  in  the 
world.  It  is  heated  bv  steam  and  lighted  bv  <^'\s, 
and  has  rdl  mo<]ern  appliances  for  executing  busi- 
ness accurately  and  with  dis])atch.  In  this  build- 
ing are  loeated  all  the  business  offices,  the  seed 
^lepartment,  which  (»ccupies  the  entire  third  floor, 
and  tlu^  packing  and  mailing  dc])artnient,  which 
occn])ies  all  of  the  first  floor  as  well  as  the  great 
brick  '(tacking  room  in  the  rear  of  the  building. 

'I'lie  seed  hou^e,  N(\  2,  is  a   frame  buildinir. 


with  a  large  amount  of  floor  space,  used  for  stor- 
ing, cleaning  and  drying  seeds  and  for  making 
boxes.     It  is  located  about  five  hundred  feet  froir^ 
the  brick  building,  and,  like  it,  has  an  immense     _e 
cellar  for  bulbs  and  a  large  range  of  greenhouse 
connecting  with  it  in  the  rear.     The  bulb  hous= 
.is  a  large  brick  building  one  hundred  by  fort 


feet,  three  stories  and  a  basement,  used  sole 
for  storing  bidbs.    During  the  late  fall  and  wint 
it  is  filled  with  gladiolus  bulbs  from  top  to 
tom,  which  the  late  winter  and  spring  sales  redu 
The  small  bulbs  which  are  not  sold  are  plant 
in  the  spring  and  again  fill  this  immense  buildirr^ 
when  harvested   in   the  fall.     The  greenhouses^ 
are  very  extensive  and  are  divided  into  four  sec-   '^ 
tions  or  blocks.    There  is  a  set  of  five  large  houses, 
some  of  which   are  two  hundred   feet  long  by 
twenty  feet  wide,  in  the  rear  of  the  great  fire-proof 
seed  house :  a  set  of  nine  houses  in  the  rear  of  seed 
house  No.  2 :  in  another  location  there  is  another 
set  of  eight  houses,  and  on  the  lawn  there  is  an- 
other set  of  eight  fancy  houses  used  largely  for 
rare  and  fancy  plants.    There  is  a  complete  sys- 
tem of  brick  cold  sheds  connected  with  the  pack- 
ing department  of  the  big  seed  house.     In  these 
sheds  large  quantities  of  shrubs,  fruit  trees  and 
hardy  perennial  ])lants  are  stored  that  fliey  may 
be  available  for  filling  southern,  Pacific  or  foreign 
orders  at  any  time  during  the  winter.    Besides  the 
buildings  ab(we  mentioned   there  are  fifteen   or 
twenty  more  of  various  sizes,  which  are  used  for 
various  purposes  in  connection  with  the  business. 
One  of  these  is  a  large  farm  house,  with  barns  and 
stables,  where  the  horses  which  are  used  on  the 
place  are  kept.    ^Ir.  Childs  also  has  a  steam  lum- 
ber and  planing  mill,  with  all  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery for  preparing  lumber  for  building  pur- 
])oses.    The  lari^e  amount  of  building  it  has  been     j 

necessary  to  do  in  building  up  Floral  Park  ren-    

derod  such  a  mill  quite  necessary. 

Air.  Childs'  ff^reign  trade  is  so  extensive  that*-,^ 
he  has  an  agent  in  Liverpool  and  one  in  Auck-  ^^ 
land.    New   Zealand       All   orders    for   Englan 
Tr 'land  and  Scotland  are  packed  separately  an 
sent  to  the  Jjverpc^ol  agent,  who  forwards  eac 


parcel  to  its  destination.     All  shipments  for  An. —  —  ^^ 
tralia  and  New  Zealand  go  through  the  .\ucklan 
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like  nianiKT.  Ciocxls  for  Newfounclland 
:h  the  shippin|2:  agent  at  St.  John. 
^  also  has  a  great  number  of  customers 
Ferent  European  couTitries — in  Africa, 
ina,  Japan,  South  America.  Mexico, 
ia  Islands,  and,  in  fact,  every  quarter 
)e. 

wns  at  Floral  Park  surrounding  Mr. 
sidence  and  seed  stores  cover  an  area 
:res  and  are  artist icallv  laid  out  and 
'  stocked  with  rare  trees,  shrubs  and 
here  are  over  three  hundred  different 
^f  flcnvering  shrubs.  The  lawn  also 
cveral  beautiful  summer  houses  or  pa- 
mtains  and  an  artificial  aquarium  for 
•  lilies.  The  trial  and  experiment  gar- 
li  Mr.  Childs  conducts  for  himself  and 
dower"  are  verv  extensive.  All  sorts 
)lants,  fruits  and  vegetables  are  tested, 
cperiments  made,  diseases  and  insects 
The  state  of  Xew  York  has  also  estab- 
trial  and  experiment  gardens  at  Moral 
fr.  Childs'  premises,  and  the  two  work- 
rmony  afford  the  most  com])lete  and 
stablishment  of  the  sort  in  the  country, 
catalogues  are  issued  each  year  at  a 
when  mailed,  of  about  nine  tliousan<l 
V  regular  spring  catalogue  is  issued  on 
Fanuary,  is  sent  to  all  regular  customers, 
es  an  edition  of  ?{w  hundred  thousand 
>n  the  1st  of  February  a  five-hundred- 
vlition  catalogue  of  s])ecialties  and  nov- 
sued.  and  on  the  Tst  of  .Sc])tember  ap- 
fuU  catalogue  of  hardy  bulbs  for  fall 
nd  winter  blooming.  \\\  the  work  of 
s  done  on  the  presses  of  the  ** May- 
id  thus  there  is  a  great  economy  in  the 
iiing  the  catalogues.  Fifteen  years  ago 
lumber  of  the  "Mayflower'*  appeared, 
nthly  niiigazine  devoted  to  flowers  and 
In  t804  the  business  of  publishing 
le  so  great  that  a  regular  publishing 
ivas  organized,  with  ^Ir.  Childs  at  its 
substantial  brick  building,  one  hundred 
eet  long  by  forty  feet  wide,  was  erected 
with  all  modern  machinery  f(^r  the  pnb- 
siness.     The  power  is   furnished  by  a 


l^owerful  steam  engine  and  light  by  an  electric 
dynamo  in  the  building.  Seven  presses  of  various 
sizes  are  employed,  one  of  which  is  a  sixteen  thou- 
sand dollar  rotary  Web,  capable  of  printing  and 
folding  eighty  thousand  copies  of  the  **May- 
flower"  |>er  day.  llie  other  machinery  consists 
of  three  trinuners  or  cutters,  five  stitching  ma- 
chines, two  folding  machines,  a  grinder,  a  ix)wer- 
ful  steam  pump  and  a  com|)lete  electrotyping  out- 
fit. The  comix>sition  of  the  **Mayflower"  and 
catalogue  work  is  not  only  done  here,  but  the 
electrotypes  are  made  and  finished  for  the  presses. 
At  this  establishment  all  of  Mr.  Childs'  job  print- 
ing is  <lone,  incl.iding  tlie  mammoth  editions  of 
his  handsome  catalogues  each  spring  and  fall. 

From  January  until  June  and  from  Sei)teniber 
until  December  are  the  busy  months  at  Floral 
Park.  During  dii*^  period  of  nine  months  it  is 
not  unusual  for  Mr.  Childs  to  receive  as  high  as 
from  <'ight  to  ten  thousand  letters  in  a  single  day. 
Tlie  work  of  shipping  and  filing  the  letters  is  most 
com])lete  an<l  systematic,  so  that  if  references  at 
a  later  date  is  wanted  for  any  order  previously 
received  it  can  be  made  in  about  a  minute.  An 
experienced  artist  is  constantly  em])l(\ved  at 
l-'loral  Park  in  sketching  an<l  photographing 
flowers  and  plants,  drawing  designs  for  cuts  and 
painting  for  colored  plates. 

Throughout  the  country  at  different  times,  in 
almcx^t  every  town  or  village,  has  ai)peared  in  the 
local  pa])ers  an  account  of  the  great  establishment 
owned  and  controlled  by  Mr.  Childs.  A  paper 
])ublished  at  Lincoln,  Xew  Mexico,  said:  "That 
Mr.  Childs  would  succeed  in  his  chosen  vocation 
was  from  the  first  for  many  reasons  a  foregone 
conclusion.  Tie  has  always  made  the  interests 
(^f  his  cu<;tomers  his  own.  Instead  of  giving  as 
little  as  possible  for  a  dollar,  he  has  given  more 
that  his  customers  had  a  right  to  expect." 

From  Florida  comes  the  following:  "  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  add  that  so  enormous  a  busi- 
ness as  ^Fr.  Childs'  could  be  built  up  only  by  fur- 
nishing a  strictly  high  grade  of  goods  and  treal- 
incr  ci?stomers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  convert  them 
int^'  cf^nstant  ])atrons.**  While  from  a  Rochester, 
Xew  V(^rk,  paper  we  quote  the  following:  "Well 
!uay  he  feel  encouraged  in  his  eft'orts  to  make  peo- 
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in  Pans  in  1630,  was  chief  in  the  bureau  of  the 
minister  of  justice  and  a  chevaher  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor. 

Joost  (George)  Durie,  the  ancestor  of  the 
family  in  New  Nether  land,  was  a  French  Hugue- 
not, who,  after  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Xantes,  sought  a  refuge  at  Alanheim,  in  the  Rhen- 
ish palatinate;  in  iC)(yo  he  married  Magdalcna  Lc 
P^evre,  and  fifteen  vears  later  settled  on  Lonq:  Isl- 
and:  he  resided  in  Xew  I'trecht,  lUishwick  and 
l.lrooklyn,  his  death  occurring  in  lUishwick  in 
1727.  Abraham  Durie,  son  of  Joost  Durie,  was 
born  in  1085  and  died  in  1753;  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Polhemius,  daughter  of  Theodnris  and 
Aertje  (Bogart)  iV>lhemius.  the  former  named  a 
son  of  the  Kev.  Johannes  l\)lhemius,  and  the  lat- 
ter a  daughter  of  Tennis  (iyshertsen  liogart. 
Daniel  Durie,  son  of  Abraham  Durie.  married  a 
descendant  of  I-aurens  Cornelisen  Koeck.  who 
settled  in  Xew  X^etherland  in  K/ii.  Gabriel 
D'jrie,  son  of  Daniel  Durie,  married  Femetije  (or 
Phoebe)  H(Kigland,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Sarah  ( Woertman)  Hoogland.  the  former  named 
being  a  descendant  of  Dirck  Jansen  Hoogland, 
who  came  from  X^aerseveen,  Utrecht,  in  1657,  and 
the  latter  was  descended  from  Dirck  Jansen 
Woertman,  who  came  from  Amsterdam  in  1647. 
Cornelius  Duryea.  son  of  Gabriel  Durie,  was  born 
in  1776,  and  beginning  at  that  period  the  family 
name  was  generally  spelled  in  its  present  form  of 
Duryea.  He  married  Jemima  Win  Xostrand, 
daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (I>edell)  \'an 
Nostrand,  and  a  descendant  of  Hans  Hansen  Van 
Xostrand,  who  came  from  Xoorstrand,  Holstein, 
in  1739.  and  also  from  Robert  or  Daniel  Ueedle 
or  Beadell,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Hem])stead, 
Long  Island. 

Hendrick  V.  Duryea,  son  of  Cornelius  and 
Jemima  Diirvea,  was  born  in  Svosset,  Lonijf  Isl- 
and,  February  21,  1799.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
enterprise,  and  being  a  mechanic  with  an  inven- 
tive turn  of  mind,  preferred  a  business  life  to  fol- 
lowing agricultural  pursuits.  In  1855,  in  assfxzi- 
ation  \vith  his  son  Hiram,  he  established  a  starch 
factory  near  Osw-ego,  Xew  York,  and  shortly  af- 
terward similar  works  at  Glen  Cove,  Lcnig  Isl- 
and, the  business  being  conducted  under  the  style 


of  the  Glen  Cove  Manufacturing  Company.  L'n- 
likc  most  new  products  the  Duryea  starch  com- 
mended itself  at  once  to  the  commercial  world  as 
superior  to  any  other  known.  At  the  second 
great  international  exposition  in  London,  ill  1862, 
their  corn  starch  w^as  placed  in  competition  with 
all  the  manufactures  of  Europe,  and  received  the 
highest  medical  approval  as  ^'exceedingly  excel- 
lent for  food."  At  the  centennial  exposition  held 
in  Philadel])hia  m  t87(),  the  company  made  a  dis- 
play of  its  |)roducts  in  a  beautiful  Moorish  Kigsk, 
which  thev  built  at  the  cost  of  several  thousand 
dollars,  and  which  was  one  of  the  chief  attractions 
of  agricultural  hall ;  here  they  received  a  medal 
and  a  diploma  certifying  that  their  product  was 
"notable  for  absolute  purity."  At  the  P>russels 
exposition,  in  1876,  it  received  commendation  for 
its  "remarkable  excellence ;"  at  the  Paris  ex- 
])ositioM  of  1876  It  received  a  gold  medal  for  **the 
best  production  of  its  kind,"  and  at  the  Franklin 
(  Pennsylvania)  Institute  it  received  an  award  as 
"The  best  knrnvn  in  the  market  of  American  pro- 
rluction.  '  The  establishment  of  the  works  of  the 
compauv  at  Glen  Cove,  which  cover  a  space  of 
diirty  acres  of  land,  and  afford  employment  to 
several  hundred  ])eo])le,  converted  a  small  settle- 
ment into  a  pros])erous  village.  Mr.  Duryea  gave 
this  industry  his  personal  attention  for  thirty-six 
years,  and  was  greatly  honored  and  esteemed  by 
his  emploves  for  his  manlv  virtues,  tender  solici- 
tude  and  liberal  benefactions  to  all  worthy  causes. 
( )n  December  12,  1819,  Mr.  Duryea  married 
Elizabeth  Wright,  ^  born  September  12,  1798, 
daughter  of  Zebulon  and  Catherine  (Gritman) 
Wright.  Zebidon  Wright  was  the  fifth  in  descent 
from  Peter  Wright,  who  came  with  his  brothers, 
Anthony  and  Xicholas,  from  the  county  of  X^or- 
folk,  Englantl,  to  the  Massachusetts  P>av  colony 
in  1635:  in  1653  he  removed  to  Long  Island  and 
purcba'^ed  the  land  u]K)n  which  now  stands  the 
village  of  Oyster  Bay.  Catherine  (Gritman) 
Wright  was  a  descendant  on  the  maternal  side  of 
Erlward  and  Faith  Doty,  who  came  over  on  the 
Mayflower  ;  her  great-grandmother  was  Clemence 
Felce,  daughter  of  Robert  Feke,  who  came  over 
to  Massachusetts  with  Governor  John  Winthrop, 
and  a  descendant  of  William  Ludlam,  who  came 
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from  Matlock,  EnglancU  in  1655 ;  a  generation 
further  back  she  was  related  to  the  wife  of  Gid- 
eon Wright,  son  of  Peter  Wright,  the  pioneer ; 
her  name  w^as  Elizabeth  Townsend,  daughter  of 
John,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Oyster  Bay,  and 
Elizabeth  (Montgomerie)  Townsend,  a  cousin 
of  Colonial  Governor  Dongan,  of  New  York. 
The  following  named  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Duryea:  Wright,  John,  William, 
George,  Hiram,  Edgar,  Henry;  Cynthia,  who 
became  the  wife  of  R.  A.  Perkins ;  and  Anna  E., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Edmund  M.  Tavlor.  Mr. 
Duryea  died  in  1891,  having  survived  his  wife 
ten  vears. 

f;d(;ar  e.  duryea. 

Edcrar  E.  Durvea,  deceased,  for  manv  vears 
an  active  and  well  known  resident  of  Long  Island, 
was  the  seventh  child  and  sixth  son  born  to  Hen- 
drick  V^anderbilt  and  Elizabeth  (Wright)  Duryea, 
who  were  married  December  12,  1819,  and  was 
the  next  younger  in  the  family  to  Cieneral  Hiram 
Durvea,  a  full  sketch  of  whom,  with  his  ancestrv, 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Edgar  E.  Duryea  obtained  an  excellent  class- 
ical cflncation  in  his  boyhood,  and  after  complet- 
ing his  studios  began  to  learn  the  more  difficult 
and  ]^ractical  lessons  which  experience  teaches, 
lie  commenced  his  business  career  in  connecti(^n 
with  the  (jlen  (.V)ve  Manufacturing  Company,  es- 
tablished by  his  father,  and  being  a  man  of  un- 
swervinir  intee:ritv,  excellent  business  abilitv  and 
sonnrl  judgment,  became  prominent  in  business 
circles  not  onlv  on  Long  Island,  but  also  through- 
out New  York  and  I'rooklyn.  The  (Hen  Cove 
Manufacturing  Com|)any  conducted  the  most  ex- 
tensive business  in  its  line,  and  their  ])ro(lucts 
wore  ]>laced  m  cr)mpetition  with  all  the  maim- 
facmrers  of  fuiro])c  at  the  second  great  interna- 
tional ox])ositinn  held  in  London,  England,  in 
iS'^^j.  At  tlir  contonnial  exi)(»sition  in  Philadel- 
]>bia,  in  1876.  tlioy  made  a  (lis])lav  of  tlioir  ])r(Mi- 
ucis  in  a  l)oautiful  Alot^risb  l\ir»sk,  built  at  the  c<xst 
<^1  s^^•(.•^al  th«)nsan(l  dollars,  which  was  one  of  the 
cln'ef  allrartions  *.f  ai;ricnltnral  liall.  At  the 
l)rn<s.-ls   (.'xposiiioii.   lu'ld   in    iSj^).   the  com])anv 


received  a  gold  medal,  and  at  the  Franklin  (  Penn- 
svlvania)  Institute,  thev  received  an  award  as 
"the  best  known  in  the  market  of  American  pro- 
ductions." At  the  time  of  his  decease.  Mr.  Duryea 
was  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  estate. 

*       lOHN   DURYEA. 

John  Duryea,  for  many  years  an  active  part- 
ner in  the  Glencove  Manufacturing  Company,  at 
Glencove,  Long  Island,  is  a  descendant  of  a  fam- 
ily that  have  been  conspicuous  in  the  history  of 
Long  Island  for  several  generations.  ^Members 
of  the  paternal  ancestry  were  prominent  in  Scot- 
land during  the  fifteenth  century,  when  Helen 
Durie  became  the  second  wife  of  Robert  Bruce, 
the  most  heroic  of  the  Scottish  kings,  who  was 
born  in  1274  and  died  June  7,  1329,  in  his  fift\- 
fifth  year  and  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  reign. 
Another  of  the  familv,  Andrew  du  Rver.  a  native 
of  Bcrgundy,  France,  was  a  Gentleman  of  the 
King  s  l>ed  Chamber  and  also  occupied  other  im- 
portant government  positions.  Another  ancest(^r 
was  Charles  Henry  Durier,  a  French  Huguenot, 
who,  after  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  fled  to  Mann- 
heim, Germany.  While  descending  primarily 
from  I'rench  and  Scottish  ancestors,  the  Duryea 
family  in  this  country  is  essentially  of  Dutch 
origin.  Joost  (George)  Duryea.  also  a  Hugue- 
not, came  to  the  I'nited  States  in  1672,  settling 
first  at  Xew  I'trecht,  later  at  Bushwick  and  Brook- 
lyn, his  death  occurring  in  Bushwick  in  T727. 
From  him  were  descended  Abraham.  Daniel.  Ga- 
briel, Cornelius  and  Hendrick  \ .,  father  of  John 
Duryea,  who  married  Elizabeth  AVright.  a  de- 
scendant of  Edward  Doty,  who  came  to  America 
in  the  ^Fayflower;  from  Robert  Feke.  who  came 
wiUi  Giovernor  Winthrop,  and  from  William  Lutl- 
lani  and  John  Townsend.  Mr.  Duryea  is  also 
descended  from  the  Rev.  Johannes  Polhemius, 
aTid  from  the  founders  of  the  B(\gart,  Hoagland. 
Woertman  and  \'an  Xostrand  families,  many  of 
whoTu  perf(M*Tued  military  service  during  the  war 
with  Oeat  Britain  in  t8i2. 

John  Durvea  was  born  February  14.  TS27,  at 
CilcTicove.  Long  Island,  but  the  early  settlers  c\\ 
the  familv  resided  on  Xewton  creek,  where  the 
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old  house  still  stands  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation. 
W'luii  he  ai tabled  the  age  of  five  years  his  parents 
removed  to  Auburn,  and  after  some  vears  to  Os- 
wego,  X^ew  \ork.  where  his  education  was  ac- 
quired in  the  public  schools.  At  an  early  age  he 
made  his  first  start  in  a  business  career  by  learn- 
ing the  milling  trade,  at  which  he  continued  imtil 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  when  he 
became  connected  with  the  starch  business.  In 
1S54  his  father,  in  association  with  his  son 
Hiram,  established  a  starch  ])lant  at  Battle  Island 
in  the  Oswego  river,  which  they  successfully  oper- 
ated for  a  number  of  vears,  when  it  was  dcstroved 
by  fire,  in  1855  Wright  and  William  Duryea, 
brothers  ot  John  Dur\ea,  organized  a  joint  stock 
company  for  the  manufacture  of  starch  and  focxl 
pr(xlucts  from  coin  01  wheat,  which  was  known 
iin<ier  the  style  of  the  Cilencove  Starch  Manu- 
facturing Company.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Dur- 
yea acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  trade,  and  in  1856  was  admitted  in  the 
concern  as  manufacturer  and  an  interested  party, 
and  a  short  time  later  Edgar  E.  and  Hiram 
also  because  interested  in  the  business,  which  pros- 
pered and  enlarged  up  to  the  time  of  its  consolida- 
tion with  the  National  Starch  ]\Ianu fact u ring 
Company  in  1890.  The  plant  was  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  county  and  manufactured  a  very 
high  grade  of  goods,  which  scx)n  became  the 
standard  in  the  market  and  obtained  medals  and 
diplomas  at  the  various  exi)ositions  where  it  was 
displayed. 

Since  1856  Mr.  Duryea  has  made  his  home  in 
Glencove,  Long  Island,  residing  for  thirty-one 
years  in  the  old  homestead ;  he  then  erected  a 
handsome  residence  almost  in  the  center  of  a  plot 
which  consists  of  forty-five  acres  of  ground  on  the 
hills  alx)ve  the  village,  commanding  a  fine  view  of 
Hempstead  harbor.  From  time  to  time  he  has 
improved  and  beautified  the  grounds  until  now  it 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  desirable  sites 
on  the  island.  Mr.  Durvea  was  formerlv  a  Demo- 
crat,  but  since  the  war  has  advocated  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  public  movements 
that  tend  toward  the  improvement  and  welfare  of 
the  village,  and  is  extremely  liberal  and  charitable 


to  the  deserving  ])oor  of  the  county.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  IVesbvterian  church  of  Glencove, 
taking  an  active  ])art  in  all  the  work  connected 
with  it.  He  derived  great  pleasure  in  the  pursuit 
of  horticulture  and  agriculture.  Mr.  Duryea  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jane  A.  Carpenter,  of  Os- 
wego, New  ^'ork,  whose  death  occurred  in  1892. 
One  daughter  was  boin  to  them,  luiima  Jerome, 
w-ife  of  Frank  Walter,  of  Staunton,  Virginia; 
she  is  the  mother  of  seven  children. 

FREDRRK'K  SCHWICKER. 

Fr^^'derick  Schwicker.  one  of  the  representative 
and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Hicksville,  Long 
Island,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  was  born  in  Waldeck,  (iermany, 
Decem])cr  Uu  185(1.  ^^<-'  ^^^  ^  son  of  Frederick  and 
Fleck  ricka  (Ilaage)  Schwicker,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  the  year  1871,  and  located  in  New 
^'ork  citv.  where  he  resided  for  manv  vears,  con- 
scientiously  performing  the  various  duties  which 
devolvefl  upon  him  in  the  daily  routine  of  life.  He 
is  now  a  resident  of  Morris  Park,  Long  Island, 
where  his  social  qualities  and  sterling  worth  make 
him  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends.  His 
wife  <lied  ^lay  12,  i8ip,  at  Clarenceville,  Long 
Island. 

I'^rederick  Schwicker,  after  obtaining  a  practi- 
cal education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land, 
came  to  this  country  accompanied  by  his  parents, 
and  shortly  afterwards  learned  the  butcher  trade 
in  East  New  York,  which  he  followed  in  that 
vicinity  for  eleven  years,  being  also  employed  in 
the  same  line  of  trade  in  Richmond  Hill,  Long  Is- 
land for  five  years.  He  then  purchased  his 
present  farm,  which  consists  of  twenty-five  acres, 
and  is  situated  near  Hicksville.  Long  Island : 
he  has  devoted  his  energies  to  the  mastery  of  the 
business  of  farming,  the  most  etinobling  employ- 
ment in  the  world,  and  is  now  extensivelv  en- 
gaged  in  producing  a  general  line  of  garden  truck. 

Mr.  Schwicker  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  men  and  measures  of  the  Republican  party, 
with  which  he  has  affiliated  since  attaining  his 
majority.  He  feels  a  deep  interest  in  its  success 
and  keeps  well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day ; 
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he  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  school  trustee, 
and  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
who  superintended  the  construction  of  tlie  new 
school  al  Plain  View,  Long  Islaml.  Mr.  Schwick- 
er's  course  has  ever  been  characterized  bv  strict 
adherence  to  duty  and  the  right,  and  he  enjoys 
the  public  confidence  in  a  high  degree.  Mr. 
Schwicker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Kath- 
arine Schauss,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
who  was  born  ^  I  arch  7,  1859;  the  ceremony  was 
performed  in  East  New  York.  They  have  one 
son,  V>ederick,  born  November  12,  1882,  now  a 
prominent  resident  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

PROFESSOR  EMIL  GERBER. 

A  philosopher  once  remarked  that  poets  were 
born,  not  made ;  had  said  philosopher  studied  a 
minute  he  would  have  added,  **and  so  is  the  true 
musician.''  It  is  true  we  have  many  who  i)ose  as 
musicians,  but  the  true  artist  is  he  in  whose  soul 
music  is  innate :  and  even  the  most  matter-of-fact 
listener  can  tell  the  ditlerence  between  the  true 
artist  and  he  whose  knowledge  of  music  is  all  ac- 
quired. 

Of  Emil  Gerbcr,  principal  of  the  Jamaica  Col- 
lege of  Music,  it  may  be  said  that  he  is  a  born 
n^usician,  a  composer  as  well  as  teacher.  ^Fann- 
heim,  Baden.  Germany,  was  the  place  of  his  birth, 
on  September  25,  1863,  and  there  he  acquired  his 
education.  .After  taking  his  classical  courses  he 
entered  a  famous  nnisical  college  in  Germany 
w^ith  the  intention  of  perfecting  himself  thor- 
oughly in  all  branches  of  vocal  and  instrumental 
nmsic.  To  this  task  he  bent  every  energy,  api)ly- 
ing  himself  enthusiastically  in  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge.  At  last,  having  mastered  all  branches 
incident  to  his  chosen  profession,  he  was  gradu- 
ated  at  the   institution   with   high   honors. 

Thus  thoroughly  e(iuii^])e(l,  ^Ir.  (lerber  sailed 
for  the  United  States  in  t88o.  Arriving  on  these 
shores,  he  first  located  in  New  York  city,  where 
for  two  years  he  was  a  teacher  in  Smith's  Insti- 
tute of  Music.  Removing  to  Jamaica,  he  for  ten 
years  engaged  in  his  profession  there.  He  then 
returned  to  New  York,  where  he  remained  for 
five  years.     During  this  period  he  was  a  valued 


member  of  the  Adolph  Neuendorf  orchestra,  and 
served  successivelv  as  concert-master  of  the  Lil- 
lian  Russel  Opera  Company  and  of  the  orchestras 
of  the  Knickerlx)cker,  Wallack  and  New  York- 
Casino  Theaters.    In  1897,  seeing  that  his  adopt- 
ed town  greatly  needed  such  an  institution,  he 
established  his  College  of  ]\Iusic,  a  credit  not  only 
to  its  founder,  but  a  toon  to  his  many  pupils  and 
to  the  commuity  in  general.     He  organized  and 
directed  the  popular  Crescent  Band  of  Jamaica 
during  its  existence.     Mr.  Gcrber  is  a  painstak- 
ing and  efficient  teacher,  and  pupils  under  his 
care  are  certain  of  acquiring  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  music,  in  whatever  branch  they  may  de- 
sire to  become  proficient.    He  is  not  only  su])crbly 
equipped    practically    and    theoretically,  but  the 
also  has  the  gift  of  clear  expression,  u.sing  simpl^i 
yet   forceful   language  to  express   his   ideas, — ^ 
most  important  requisite  in  the  educator.    Of  tb^ 
many  societies  to  which  he  belongs  may  be  met^* 
tioned    the    ^lusical    Protective    Association   <^  ^ 
New^  York ;  Jamaica   Lodge,   I.   O.  O.  F.,  ar'^ 
Royal  Arcanum.     He  is  a  director  of  an  orche=^ 
tral    musical    organization    known    as    the  Cl^-^ 
Club,   which    numbers   among  its   members  tl'^ 
leacHng  citizens  of  Jamaica. 

He    was    married    in    this    citv.  Januarv  \C^ 
1892,  to  Hermina  Ihiechner,  and  they  have  ha 
five  children, — Paul    A.    E.,  Eric  H.,   Hilda 
Roland  E.,  and   Walter  G.  Gerber. 

(iROEPL    BROTHERS. 

Adoli)h   F.  and  Edward  J.  Groebl,  meml)e 
of  the  firm  of  Groebl  Brothers,  dealers  in  pianc 
organs  and  other  nnisical  instnunents.  as  well 
being  practical  tuners  and  repairers,  conducti-""* 
business  at  Oyster  l]ay.  Long  Island,  are  descei^:^ 
ants  of  a  family  that  came  from  Vienna,  Austc 
in  1840.  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvai^» 

Luis  Franz  (iroebl,  the  father,  was  a  cultu  x^ 
musician,  mechanical  genius  and  a  gifted  o~r^^ 
])o>er.  For  a  number  of  years  he  held  the  positri *" 
of  organist  at  old  Pine  Street  Church  in  PhilacI^^ 
])liia,  where  tlie  s^^r eater  part  of  his  life  was  spe/"* 
A  large  collection  of  posthumous  works  attest^*" 
his    indu*^try.    among    them    being    an    orarorf <^ 


^^'f^ 
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^'Daughter  of  I\Ioab'\  for  solo,  chorus  and  full 
orchestra,  and  a  number  of  cantatas  and  other 
compositions  too  numerous  to  mention.  Mr. 
Gn^ebl  married  Miss  Mary  Rousifct  de  .Mori- 
court,  whose  family  tree  dates  from  the  year  1014 
ill  Mninterruptcd  succession.  She  was  an  accom- 
plished and  brilliant  ])ianist  and  an  excellent 
teacher,  having  the  faculty  of  playing  the  most 
difficult  music  at  sight,  a  remarkable  ability,  and 
a  source  of  astonishment  to  all  who  heard  her. 
Mr.  Groebl's  death  occurred  in  Philadel])hia  in 
1889,  and  his  widow  passed  away  at  Oyster  r>a\ 
in  1895. 

In  the  spring  of  iqot,,  this  being  the  tenth  an- 
niversary of  the  establishment  of  their  business 
in  ^)yster  Bay,  Messrs.  Adolph  F.  and  Fdward 
J.  Gnx'bl  will  enter  their  new  store  and  will  also 
institute  the  Oyster  Bay  College  of  Music.  The 
faculty  will  comprise  Miss  Marie  Groebl,  a  sister, 
who  sang  in  Loudon,  England,  for  several  seasons 
in  grand  opera,  also  in  the  orchestral  concerts 
conducted  by  Theodore  Thomas.  Leopold  Dam- 
rosch  and  F.  \'an  Der  Stucken  throughout  this 
country,  and  for  a  number  of  years  acted  in  the 
canacitv  of  contralto  soloist  at  St.  Patrick's  Ca- 
thedral,  Xew  York  city ;  Messrs.  Adolph  F.  and 
Edward  J.  Groebl,  who  will  give  instruction  on  the 
organ,  piano  and  violin,  and  will  also  teach  the 
theory  of  music  :  ]\[r.  Henry  C.  Hill,  a  well  known 
and  competent  instructor  on  the  violin  cello  and 
other  orchestral  instruments:  and  Miss  Charlotte 
I'hlhorn.  into  whose  hands  has  been  placed  the 
complete  charge  of  the  preparatory  department. 

GEORGE  S.  DOWNING. 

George  S.  Downing,  for  many  years  actively 
and  usefully  identified  with  business  and  public 
interests  in  Queens  county,  passed  away  on  the 
2(\  of  January,  1901.  He  passed  his  declining 
<lays  in  comfortable  ease,  enjoying  the  affection 
and  honor  of  his  community,  at  his  home  in 
East  Norwich,  Nassau  county.  He  was  born 
in  that  village  March  30,  1815. 

Mr.  Downing  came  of  an  old  and  honored 
family  of  the  old  Queens  county.  He  was  grand- 
<K>n  of  George  Downing,  who  was  a  large  land 


owner  at  Littleworth,  now  Glenwood,  who  was 
father  of  Richard,  Marv,  wife  of  Samuel  Allen, 
Henry,  Silas,  and  Jacob  Downing.  Richard, 
eldest  of  the  children  above  named,  was  born 
November  3,  1780,  and  died  January  21,  1849. 
In  his  young  manhocxl  he  was  a  farmer  at  East 
Norwich :  he  was  frugal  and  industrious,  and 
amassed  considerable  property.  By  his  marriage 
with  ^lary  Wright,  he  was  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, Charles  \\'.  and  Phoebe  \V.,  both  deceased. 
He  then  married  Catherine  Snedeker,  who  died 
October  2,  1872,  aged  ninety-three  years,  three 
months  and  nine  days ;  their  children  were  Maria, 
(ieorge  S.  and  William  L.  Downing. 

George  S.  Downing  accjuired  a  fair  English 
education  in  the  neighborhood  schools.  He  assist- 
ed in  cultivating  the  home  farm  until  the  death  of 
his  ])arents.  when  he  purchased  the  pro]:)erty  and 
worked  upon  it  until  he  was  called  to  important 
public  duties,  when  he  committed  its  care  to 
others,  but  giving  it  his  general  supervision. 
After  serving  as  constable  and  town  collector,  in 
1853  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Queens  county, 
and  for  three  years  following  he  served  in  tlie 
capacity  of  under  sheriff.  During  these  six 
years  he  accpiitted  himself  intelligently  and  fear- 
lessly, devoting  his  entire  attention  and  all  his 
energies  to  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  person- 
ally arrested  several  noted  criminals,  among 
whom  was  one  Atchison,  whom  as  sheriff  he 
hanged  under  sentence  of  the  court,  a  task  ob- 
-noxious  to  his  sensibilities,  but  which  his  sense 
of  duty  obliged  him  to  perform.  He  rendered 
the  peoi)le  of  the  town  of  C)yster  Bay  signal  serv- 
ice in  the  capacity  of  supervisor,  occupying  the 
position  for  eight  consecutive  years  through  va- 
rious re-elections :  after  an  intermission  of  ten 
years  he  was  again  called  to  the  same  position, 
in  which  he  served  for  six  years,  when  he  retired, 
declining  further  re-election. 

He  was  also  long  busily  engaged  in  various 
occupations  for  which  he  was  well  fitted  by  rea- 
son of  his  excellent  business  qualifications  and 
his  spotless  reputation  as  a  man  of  enterprise  and 
intecfritv.  For  about  forty  years  he  served  as 
director  in  the  Glencove  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  from  1878  to  1892  he  was  its  treasurer. 
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He  was  repeateclh'  called  upou  to  settle  up  valu- 
able estates,  in  the  capacity  of  executor  and  ad- 
ministrator. He  was  not  a  church  member,  but 
was  always  deeply  interested  in  the  Reformed 
church,  of  which  his  widow  is  a  worthy  and 
useful  member. 

Mr.  Downing  was  first  married  to  Miss  EHza 
Lewis,  daughter  of  Daniel  Lewis,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Charles,  now  deputy  county  clerk  at 
Jamaica:  Ann  E.,  deceased,  who  married  James 
R.  Voorhees,  of  Oyster  Bay ;  Daniel,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed  June  17, 
1863,  at  Aldie,  V^irginia,  in  a  charge  made  by  his 
troop,  the  Harris  Cavalry,  of  New  York ;  and 
Mary  J.,  widow  of  John  C.  White,  who  died  at 
Sayville,  December  15,  1894.  ]\lrs.  Downing  died 
November  13,  1843,  ^i"^  March  18,  1849,  Mr. 
Downing  married  Miss  Rachel,  daughter  of  Isaac 
liedell,  a  native  of  Babylon,  Long  Island.  Their 
children  were  Richard  and  Louise,  wife  of 
Vv  illiam  X'ernon,  both  residents  of  East  Norwich. 

CHARLES   DOWNING. 

Charles  Downing,  who  for  twenty-two  years 
has  filled  the  position  of  deputy  county  clerk,  is 
wcill  known  in  official  circles  in  Queens  county  and 
no  higher  testimonial  of  his  capabilitv  and  trust- 
worthiness could  be  given  than  the  fact  that  for 
so  many  years  he  has  been  retained  in  the  position 
which  he  is  now  occupying.  He  was  born  in  East 
Norwich,  Queens  county,  December  20,  1838.  and 
comes  of  a  family  which  through  several  genera- 
tions has  been  represented  in  the  county  where 
our  subject  is  yet  living.  His  paternal  grand- 
]iarents  were  Richard  and  Catherine  Downing 
and  among  their  children  was  George  S.  Down- 
ing, the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  in 
the  village  of  East  Norwich,  March  30,  1815, 
and  through(jut  the  years  of  his  active  business 
career  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  also 
found  time  to  take  an  active  part  in  public  and 
political  affairs  and  his  co-operation  in  many 
measures  for  the  general  good  proved  very  help- 
ful. He  was  for  vears  a  director  in  the  Queens 
County  Agricultural  Society  and  for  two  years 
was  honoreil  with  the  presidency.     He  was  a  di- 


rector in  the  Roslyn  Savings  Bank  and  the  Glen- 
cove  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  of  the  lat- 
ter was  treasurer  for  manv  vears,  but  on  account 
of  increasing  years  he  resigned  and  retired  from 
all  active  business  cares  and  responsibilities,  en- 
joying a  rest  to  which  his  years  of  former  activ- 
ity justly  entitled  him.     PubHc  offices  were  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  popular  suffrage  and  in  all 
he  was  faithful  to  duty  and  the  trust  reposed  in 
him.     From  1844  until  1888  he  was  collector  of 
taxes,  in   1850  was  appointed  under  sheriff  of 
Queens  county  and  afterward  served  as  sheriff 
from  the  ist  of  January,  1853,  until  the  1st  o^ 
January,  1856.    In  i860  he  was  chosen  super\iso^ 
of  the  town  of  Ovster  Bav,  held  that  office  icp  "" 
seven  years  and  after  a  short  interval  was  agai"""^ 
elected,    serving    from     1875    until     1881.      H     - 
always  voted  with  the  Democracy  but  had  man  -^ 
friends  among  the  Republicans  and  received  tli  -^ 
endorsement  of  their  ballots  when  running  foe 
office. 

George  Downmg  was  united  in  marriage  t:^ 
Eliza  Lewis,  a  native  of  Westbury,  Queens  count  j= 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  childrei  =z 
Charles,  Ann  E.,  Mary  and  Daniel  L.  The  moth 
died  when  their  eldest  child  was  onlv  six  vears  ^ 
age  and  the  father  afterward  married  again,  h 
ing  two  children — Richard  and  Maria  Louise,, 
by  the  second  marriage.  Daniel  L.  enlisted 
August,  1862,  in  the  Second  Regiment,  New  Ycr^x" 
Cnvalry.  and  was  killed  in  a  charge  at  Aldie,  \^ix" 
ginia,  on  the   17th  of  June,   1863. 

Charles  Downing  spent  his  boyhood  working 
on  the  home  farm  through  the  months  of  summer- 
while  in  tlie  winter  season  he  pursued  his  educa — 
tion  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
Not  desiring  to  make  farming  his  life  work,  how- 
ever, he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  country  store, 
being  thus  employed  between  the  ages  of  six- 
teen and  twenty  years.     Before  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Vernon 
&  Com])any  of  East   Norwich,  and   carried  on 
general  merchandising  for  four  years.     In   1864 
his  partner  sold  his  interest  to  William  McKay, 
the   firm  of   Downing  &  McKay   continuing  in 
business  until  t88^. 

On  the  Tst  of  January,  1879,  he  was  appc-)inted 
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« loDittv  clerk  of  the  countv.  ami  has  since  continued 

iiT    fhat  office.    He  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the 

Avork  in  every  detail  ami  his  course  has  elicited 

liii^fh  enconiiuiiis  from  all  sides.    From  1893  until 

I  S<}S  ^^^  ^^'^^  *^  trustee  of  the  village  of  Jamaica. 

5incl    liis  official  duties  now  claim  the  greater  part 

c^£    It  is  attention. 

Oecember  i,  1863,  Mr.  Downing  was  united 

ill    marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Hicks,  who  was 

l><->i-n    in  iJrookville,  Queens  county.  May  9,  1844, 

nti<l     four  children  have    been    l)orn    unto    them: 

j\T^iry  Louise  and  Esther  Hicks,  who  were  edu- 

<r.?itocl  at  the  Friends  Academy,  in  Locust  \'alley, 

Cr>i-ioens  county;  George  S.,  who  pursued  his  edu- 

^rntion   in  Adelphia  Academy,  of  l5nH)klyn  ;  and 

^  -ii'ace  J.     The  oldest  daughter  is  ni)w  the  wife 

^    JIalstead  H.  Frost  and  i^sther  H.  is  the  wife 

"^   Joseph  P.  Stearns.    The  parents  lK)ld  member- 

'^^'lip    in  the  First  Reformed  church,  of  Jamaica, 

*  *">    'vvhich  Mr.  Downing  is  serving  as  elder.    He  is 

liberal  contributor  to  the  support  of  the  church 

'■"^^'l    takes  an  active  interest  in  its  work,  its  up- 

^^'■^'■ilding  and  the  extension  of  its  influence.     He  is 

*^~^<^ntified  to  some  extent  with  financial  interests 

^^     Jamaica,  being  a  trustee  of  the  Jamaica  Sav- 

**^5?"s  "Rank  and  for  manv  vears  was  a  director  of 

^"^     Rank  of  Jamaica.     Since  September,    1864, 

"^   lias  been  a  member  of  Morton  Masonic  Lodge 

Hempstead,  and  is  connected  widi  the  social 

aiiization  called  the  Jamaica  Club.     Thus,  it 

*^1  be  seen,  he  is  in  close  touch  with  the  busines'^, 

ial  and  intellectual  life  of  his  community  and 

"^iies  the  course  best  adapted  to  the  production 
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^   \vell-rounded  character. 


RICHARD    DOWXTXCi. 


?sr.n 


Among  the  most  active  and  useful  citizens  of 
^5^11  countv  is  to  be  named  Richard  Downing, 
■•    .    ^ast  Norwich,  whose  varied  occupations  bring 
'"^  into  intimate  relations  with  an  unusual  num- 
of  people  in  various  walks  of  life,  and  whose 
^^ence    is    constantlv    exerted    in    educational 
^  other  causes  conducing  to  the  welfare  of  the 
^'^niunitv. 

Mr.  Downing  was  born  in   1850,  in  Queens 


*i>F! 


county,  Long  Island,  son  of  George  S.  and  Rachel 
( liedell)  Downing;  a  biographical  sketch  of  the 
father  will  be  finmd  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
When  he  was  three  years  of  age  his  parents  took 
up  their  re<;idcnce  m  Mincola,  and  it  was  three 
he  began  his  education,  which  was  completed  in 
an  academv  conducted  bv  Lott  Cornelius,  at 
Locust  X'alley.  \Mien  he  reached  the  years  of 
young  manliLKxl  he  was  entrusted  with  the  man- 
a'^cment  of  the  home  farm,  and  he  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming  until  somewhat  recently,  when  he 
used  the  land  for  market  gardening  puqwses. 
In  1873  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Halstead 
H.  Lrost,  with  whom  he  has  since  been  as.sociated 
in  business  as  auctioneers,  their  engagements  be- 
ing very  numerous,  for  sale  of  both  real  and 
personal  pro])erty,  and  covering  a  large  scope  of 
country,  in  both  Nassau  and  Suffolk  counties. 
He  also  deals  extensively  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  fertilizers.  In  18^)5  he  took  up  a  real 
estate  business,  in  addition  to  his  other  occupa- 
tions, in  which  line  he  has  proven  highly  suc- 
cessful, his  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with 
property  and  conditions  affording  him  unusual 
advantages  to  the  bv*nefit  of  buyer  as  well  as  seller. 
This  knowledge,  and  wide  recognition  of  his  in- 
tegrity and  fidelity  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him, 
has  brought  him  many  appointments  as  executor 
and  administrat(^r  of  large  and  valuable  estates, 
which  he  has  administered  to  the  utmost  satis- 
faction of  all  the  parties  in  interest.  He  also 
transacts  an  insurance  business,  having  been  for 
many  years  the  local  agent  and  director  of  the 
Glencove  Insurance  Company. 

A  thoroughly  public  spirited  man,  Mr.  Down- 
ing has  alwa\  s  borne  a  full  share  in  the  work  of 
advancing  the  general  interests  of  the  community. 
He  has  been  particularly  active  in  educational 
affairs,  and  for  more  than  fifteen  vears,  in  his 
capacity  as  school  trustee,  he  has  contributed 
greatly  to  providing  excellent  building  facilities, 
capable  teachers,  and  in  inspiring  that  spirit  of 
interest  w-hich  assures  the  best  effort  of  pupils  as 
well  as  of  teachers.  He  is  liberal  and  conserva- 
tive in  politics,  and  places  the  public  good  be- 
fore  strict   party    fealty.      He   is   a   member  of 
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jMatinecock  Lodge,  No.  806,  V,  &  A.  M.,  of 
Oyster  l>ay,  and  of  Arbutus  Council,  No.  1362, 
Koyal  Arcanum,  of  the  same  place. 

In  1873  ]\lr.  Downing  married  ]\riss  Mariana 
\'ernon,  daughter  of  John  Vernon,  of  East  Nor- 
wich, where  she  was  born,  llie  living  children 
born  of  this  marriage  were  Amabel,  wife  of  Harry 
G.  Haywood,  bookkeeper  in  the  Oyster  Day  Bank  ; 
James  L.,  and  Richard,  junior.  Mr.  Downing 
has  always  at^'orded  to  his  family  the  best  possi- 
ble advantages  of  education  and  travel. 

STELWVAV  &  SONS. 

CiiRiSTiAX  Frkdkrkk  Tiiivodokk  Steixwav. 
the  greatest  genius  of  his  craft  and  generation, 
to  whom  the  art  of  i)iano-making  is  indebted  for 
its  present  advancement  and  excellence,  was  born 
on  November  6,  1825,  in  Seesen,  Brunswick,  Ger- 
many. He  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  founder 
of  the  house,  and  ck)sely  associated  with  him  in 
the  early  development  of  the  business.  He  at- 
tended school  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  receiv- 
ing musical  instruction  and  practical  education  in 
his  father's  factory  side  by  side  with  his  literary 
studies.  Doctor  Ginsberg,  director  of  the  Jacob- 
sohn  Institute,  himself  a  thorough  scientist,  care- 
fully guided  the  scientific  tastes  of  the  talented 
lK)y.  j)lacing  at  his  disposal  the  Jacobsohn  library 
and  lecture  room,  the  latter  containing  all  the 
acoustic  and  other  scientific  api)aratus  then  in- 
vented. In  return,  young  Theodore  assisted  the 
[)rofessors  and  teachers  of  acoustics  and  mathe- 
matics in  their  lectures  and  experiments.  As 
earlv  as  August,  i83<;,  he  played  at  an  exhibit  of 
.^teinway  pianos  at  the  Brunswick  state  fair,  which 
received  the  first  premium  from  Albert  Methfessd. 
the  comj)oser,  who  was  chairman  of  the  jury. 

When  lli.NRV  ICxcklhard  Stkixwav  re- 
moved lo  New  York,  Theodore,  who  was  free 
from  military  duty,  remained  in  Germanv  to  set- 
tle the  business.  Conditions  imj)roved.  however, 
and  the  vount/  man  was  soon  able  to  marrv  the 
lady  of  his  choice  and  to  remove  to  Brunswick 
and  build  U])  a  l]i)urisliing  manufactory  of  his 
own.  The  sudden  ileath  of  his  brothers  Charles 
and  [lenr\,  the  mrmairers  of  the  New  York  house. 


called  him  to  America.    He  disposed  of  his  bus 
ness  m  Brunswick,  and  entering  the  mannfacto^ 
at   New   York   undertook  the   series  of  expe^ 
ments  which  resulted  in  the  Creation  of  the  Stck 
way  piano  in  upright  and  grand  form,  and  as. 
consequence  revolutionized  the  entire  system     4 
piano-making    in    Europe    and    America.      \7j 
Steinwav's  motto: 

Gcselle  ist  wer  was  kann, 
Meister  ist  wer  was  ersann, 
Lehrling  ist  jedennann, 

he  instilled  into  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  all  his 
nephews  receiving  careful  instruction  in  his  art. 
He  w  as  a  great  genius,  large-hearted.  large-mind- 
ed man  full  of  culture,  delighting  in  the  society  oi 
artists  anrl  a  man  of  achievement.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Swedish  Royal  Academy,  and  recipient 
of  the  Cirand  Swedish  gold  medal :  a  member  oi 
the  Berlin  Society  of  Fine  Arts;  and  medalist  an<l 
honorary  member  of  the  Societe  des  Beaux  Arts, 
Paris.  The  grand  gold  medal  of  his  native  duchy 
was  bestowed  u])on  -Mr.  Steinway  in  1880  by  His 
Highness,  the.  Duke  of  Drunswick.  Since  th» 
death  of  1  heodore  Steinway  the  honors  of  his 
lumse  have  continued  to  multiply,  and  at  preset  _ 
the  hoiv^e  holds  patents  as  piano-makers  to:  H 
Majestv,  Nicholas  H,  Czar  of  Russia;  His  Maje— 
ty,  William  Ti.  Km])orer  of  Germany  and  Kii 
of  Prussia;  I  lis  Majesty,  Franz  Joseph  I,  Ei 
])eror  of  Austria  and  King  of  Hungary:  h — 
Maiestv.  h^dward  XTF,  King  of  Great  Rriis= 
and  FnijXTor  of  India;  Her  ^Fajesty,  Alexandr  ' 
Oneen  of  Great  Britain  and  Empress  of  Ind£^ 
?Ier  Majestv.  \'ictoria.  Queen  of  Great  Brit?=3 
and  I'jnpress  oi  India:  Their  Royal  Highness*:^ 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales:  His  Ro>'^ 
Highness.  The  Duke  (^f  Edinburg:  His  Majesty, 
^  )scar  II.  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway:  His 
Mnjestv.  l'ml)erto  I,  King  of  Italy:  His  Majesty, 
.V^bert.  Kino  of  Saxony:  His  Majesty,  ^luzaf- 
fereddin.  Shah  of  Persia:  Her  Majesty,  Maria 
Christina.  Oneen  Regent  of  Spain:  His  ^lajesty 
Abdul  Haniid  II.  Sultan  of  Turkey:  and  theii 
resjH'ctive  V'ourts. 

W  II. MAM    Sii'ixwAV.    son  of    Heurv  Engel 
hard  Sleinwav.  was  born  in  Seesen,   l>runswicl> 
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my,  on  March  5,  1836.     He  was  edueated 
native  place,  graduating  at  the  Jacobsohn 
.    At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  spoke  EngHsh 
rench  fliientl\'  and  could  both  play  and  tune 
ano.     He  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
ni  Xunns  &  Conii)any,  No.  88  Walker  street, 
after  the  failure  of  Mr.  Nunns  the  young 
f  Steinway  &  Sons  took  up  their  quarters, 
iring  his  earlier  lifetime  William  Steinway 
igaged  in  the  financial  department  of  Stein- 
Sons,  but  as  vears  went  on  this  work  found 
tent  care  among  the  younger  members  of 
•use,  and  Mr.  Steinway  was  free  to  engage 
political  and  philanthropic  enterprises  in 
he  took  so  keen  an  interest.     He  was  a 
2T  of  the  famous  Committee  of  Seventy  in 
of  the  electoral  college  in  i8()3  ;  of  the  rapid 
commission  from   its   incq)tion   until  his 
On  his  reappointment  to  the  second  transit 
ssion,  he  characteristically  distributed  the 
nsation  for  his  past  services,  $6,250,  among 
laritable  institutions  of   New   York.      Mr. 
;ay  was  a  man  of  varied  interests.    He  was 
times  president  of  the  Liederkrantz,  which 
t  up  a  memorial  bust  in  his  honor ;  honorary 
zr  of  the  Arion   Society ;  member  of  the 
can  Geographical  Society  ;  of  the  New  York 
•ical  Societv :  of  the  New  York  Chamber  of 
lerce :  the  Berlin  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  the 
cilia  College,  Rome,  and  in  virtue  of  being 
idustrial"  (i.e.  president  of  a  manufactory 
ving  an  entire  village),  had  been  decorated 
present  emperor  of  Germany  with  the  Red 
of  the  third  class.    Four  children  of  Will- 
teinway  survive :    Mrs.  Paula  von  Bernuth, 
m  R.  Steinway,  Theodore  F.  Steinway  and 
Steinway,  besides  the  children  of  his  de- 
son,  George. 
i.ARLES  Hermann    Steinway,  the  second 
f  Charles  Steinw^ay,  Sr.,  president  of  the 
at  ion,  was  born  in  New  York  on  June  3, 
Placed  in  school  in  Brunswick.  (lermany, 
early  age,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
edge  of  rVench  and  perfected  that  of  Ger- 
before  he  entered  on  three  years  of  study 
Berlin,  passing  the  "freiwilliger"  examina- 
)r  the  armv  when  fourteen  vears  old.    Two 


vears  at  the  Mount  Pleasant  ^lilitarv  school  at 
Sing  Sing  placed  the  future  American  manufac- 
turer en  rapport  with  the  ways  of  the  new^  world. 
Graduated  thence  at  sixteen,  Mr.  Stein wav  un- 
dertook  a  thorough  training  in  commerce  and 
banking  unrler  the  late  Asa  Packard,  to  whose 
large-minded  and  careful  instruction  so  many 
of  the  foremost  business  men  in  the  metropolis 
trace  much  of  their  success.  Under  Mr.  Packard's 
guidance  the  \oung  man  realized  once  for  all 
that  his  talent  lav  in  the  direction  of  finance. 
Before  entering  the  office  of  his  house,  however, 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  business  of 
piano-making,  working  four  years  at  the  bench, 
and  making  a  thorough  study  of  music  under 
Doctor  Sanniel  Warren. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  Mr.  Steinway  en- 
tered the  board  of  directors  of  Steinway  &  Sons 
as  vice  president.  He  made  his  way  in  financial 
circles  at  once,  and  in  addition  to  the  financiering 
of  his  own  house  is  today  a  member  of  the  cham- 
ber of  commerce,  director  and  vice  president  of 
the  Citizens'  Savings  Bank,  director  of  the  Pacific 
Bank,  etc.  The  death  of  William  Steimvay  called 
^Fr.  Charles  Steinway  to  the  presidency  of  Stein- 
way &  Sons,  which  involved  the  headship  of  the 
New  York,  London  and  Hamburg  houses.  To 
his  energy  and  financial  ability  the  present  mag- 
nificent financial  standing  of  this  great  corporation 
is  mainly  due.  Cautious  in  initiative,  Mr.  Stein- 
way exhibits  the  domitable  determination  which 
brings  his  every  enterprise  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion. Whatever  he  undertakes  he  finishes  with 
a  combined  audacity,  patience,  and  courage  that 
make  up  a  very  unusual  character.  The  battle 
fields  of  finance  afford  tests  of  courage  and  gen- 
eralship sharper  than  those  of  carnage  and  slaugh- 
ter. Tried  by  every  test  of  experience  in  the 
stirring  years  of  his  business  career,  the  president 
of  Steinway  &  Sons  is  a  brave  and  gentle  man. 

Among  the  favors  of  rovaltv  which  have  been 
showered  upon  the  house  of  Steinway,  Mr. 
Charles  Steinway  has  received  one  peculiar  to 
himself.  His  Imperial  Majesty,  the  Sultan  of 
Turkey,  has  recently  decorated  him  with  the 
Order  of  the  Liakat.  Tn  1885  Mr.  Steinway  mar- 
ried Miss  ^larie  Mertens,  and  two  children — a 
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boy.  Charles  Frederick  Mertcns,  and  a  girl,  Marie 
Louise — hand  down  the  family  traditions  to  future 
generations. 

FRMDHRfCK  ThilOdoue  Steixway,  vice  presi- 
dent of  Stein\va\  &  Sons,  was  born  in  New  York, 
February  ().  tSTiq.  His  early  education  was  con- 
ducted in  Germany,  and  he  graduated  at  the  gym- 
nasium with  high  honors  among  the  youngest  of 
his  class.  At  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the 
school  of  tnines  at  Columbia  College,  where  he 
made  a  special  studv  of  metallurgy  and  engineer- 
ing.  From  Columbia  he  followed  his  brother  and 
cousin  at  the  bench  in  the  Steinway  factory,  where 
he  completed  his  apprenticeship,  ^^r.  Steinway 's 
bent  was  so  decidedly  toward  scientific  and  me- 
chanical pursuits  that  he  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
manufacturing  and  purchasing  departments  of 
the  business.  7  he  control  of  the  hundreds  of 
workmen,  the  superb  lumber  yards,  founderies 
and  factories  an<l  the  responsibilities  of  manu- 
facture, are  all  his  care.  Mr.  Steinway  is  now 
(1903)  superintending  the  erection  at  a  cost  of 
some  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  the  great 
finishing  factory,  which  will  complete  the  works 
of  Steinway  &:  Sons,  at  Steinway,  Long  Island. 
On  April  27,  1899,  Mr.  Steinway  married  Miss 
JuHa  Cassebeer,  the  great-granddaughter  of 
Henry   Engelhard   Steinway. 

The  life  of  Cmarfjcs  F.  Trethar.  treasurer  of 
St<Mnway  &  Sons,  and  Xestor  of  the  house, 
an  artist  and  the  son  of  an  aitist,  belongs 
to  the  history  of  American  music.  Mr.  Tret- 
bar  was  born  in  r»runswick,  Germany,  in  1832. 
His  musical  talent,  which  he  inherited  from 
his  father,  who  wa*^  an  eminent  clarinetist,  was 
carefully  developed,  and  while  a  liberal  education 
fostered  that  love  of  culture  in  every  direction 
which  has  been  his  characteristic  through  life, 
the  <iterling  princi])les  which  are  the  crown  of 
a  bnsinxss  career  were  inculcated  by  precept  and 
example,  ^^'ith  a  foresight  rare  in  a  child  of 
sudi  varied  gifts  young  Tretbar  willingly  ])Ut 
himself  under  the  disci])line  of  a  business  training 
an<!  at  f^Mirteen  years  of  age  entered  a  large  Eng- 
lish hou^e  in  Lei])sic,  then  the  heart  of  musical 
life  in  Germany.  ^Icndelssohn  was  its  center 
figure,  and   Schumann,  David,  Joachim  and  the 


other  composers  identified  with  the  late  classic  an 
early  romantic  school  were  giving  the  new  mov 
ment  the  impetus  of  their  genius.  Young  Tretba 
who  possessed  a  beautiful  and  well  cultivated  teno 
voice,  at  once  became  a  member  of  the  mixe« 
choral  society,  the  Ossian,  which  with  other  clul)r==^ 
sang  TJach's  St.  Matthew's  Passion  under  Mendel — 
ssohn*s  baton.  There  he  used  to  watch  Schumanr^ 
steal  in  to  the  rehearsals,  to  listen  motionless,  hi>== 
eves  shaded  with  his  hand. 

Piano  lessons  from  iTharles  Mever  and  othe 
masters  wxre  the  recreation  of  the  leisure  hoursr 
of  the  ambitious  and  talented  boy,  and  before  h 
had  witnessed  Mendelssohn's  funeral  in  the  Paul- 
inier  L^niversitv  church,  he  had  formed  a  clear  an«. 
comprehensive  idea  of  what  the  organized  lii- 
of  a  nnisical  center  comprised,  and  had  graspe* 
the  high  musical  ideal  which  he  was  afterwar 
to  work  out  \\  ith  such  amazing  success. 

In  1852  Mr.  Tretbar  came  to  America,  a 
began  his  business    career    in    Baltimore,  in 
branch  where  so  many  other  practical  musicia 
have  obtained  their  special  training,  a  sheet -mu 
store.      Subsequently    he    removed    to    Buffsi^ 
where  he  became  acquainted  with  the  NordheL 
ers  and  ultimately  associated  with  them  in  thi 
business  in  Toronto  and  Montreal.     It  was 
the  latter  city   that   the  late  William   Steinw, 
broached  the  idea  of  joining  him  in  the  yoi7/;_^ 
and  active  business  of  Steinway  &  Sons. 

The  invitation  remained  unaccepted  for  foii 
years,  but  at  last,  attracted  by  the  noble  activities 
of  a  life  associated  with  the  development  of  a  great 
musical  business  with  its  network  of  artistic  re- 
lations,  Mr.   Tretbar  removed  with   his  wife  10 
New  York,  and  thenceforth  became  a  potent  in- 
fluence in  the  musical  life  of  the  metropolis.    Asso- 
ciated in  the  closest  relations  with  the  financial 
and   cotnmercial    development  of  the   firm,   Mr. 
Tretbar  saw  the  value  of  practical  music  to  what 
was  destined  to  become  the  great  piano  house  of 
the  world.      Steinw- ay  Hall  w^as  built   the   vear 
subsequent  to  Mr.  Tretbar's  arrival  in  Xew  York, 
and  thence  dates  the  immense  broadening  of  the 
artistic  influence  of  the  piano,  already   well  es- 
tablished as  the  coming  victor  of  the   field.      \ 
grand   concert   by    Parepa,   Carl    Rosa,    Signors 
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rijQ^noli,  lerranti  and  I-'ortiina,  with  S.  1>.  Mills 

pianist  and  an  orchestra  under  the  direction  of 

heodore  Thomas  opened  that  famous  hall.    Gus- 

^e  Satter,  S.  B.  Mills  and  Dr.  William  Mason 

Lil  already  formed  that  intimate  relationship  U'ith 

ci  house  which  with  unbroken  loyalty  on  both 

les  was  destined  to  endure  through  life;  l)ut 

€i  plan  of  a  gigantic  musical  connection  by  which 

-iropc  and  America  should  annually  hear  the 

'<ratest   artists  of  the  world    from   the    Pacific 

sst  to  the  Black  .Sea  was  Mr.  Tretbar's,  and 

successful  development  has  been  his  life's  work. 

Jiat  this  work  has  meant  to  America  we  may  de- 

ice  from  a  resume  of  the  musical  situation  in 

z^w  York  when  the  Philharmonic  Society  was  in 

first   struggle  for  existence.      I   cjuote    from 

^he   Orpheonist   and     Philharmonic    Journal," 

^rch  ID,  1868: 

"The  so-called  fashionable  and  refined  circles 

this  metropolis  comprise  very  heterogeneous 
a.terials.  and  numerous  would  be  the  blushes  of 
~->rtification  on  the  fair  cheeks  of  many  individ- 
1  members  thereof  could  their  gross  ignorance 

matters  artistic  and  literary  be  once  publicly 
masked.  The  Philharmonic  ScK'iety  atTords  to 
Cf"  public  the  very  best  means  of  becoming  gen- 
=i.lly  posted  in  matters  nuisical.  P)y  attending 
.  concerts  one  must  become  familiar  at  least  by 
me  and  association  with  the  greatest  nuisical 
inds  ever  created.  Decent  ])eo])le  living  in  the 
ty  and  suburbs  should  be  made  to  feel  it  a  cause 

mortification  if  they  are  not  on  the  subscriber's 
»t.  Fashionable  people  should  consider  it  as 
-cessary  to  be  Philharmonians  as  it  is  to  wear 
^  latest  St  vies  of  hats,  skirts  and  jewelrv 
nristian  people  should  esteem  the  Philharmonic 
^Iv  lower  than  their  churches  and  ])raver  meet- 

That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Tretbar  found  Xew  ^^)rk 
'^ide,  uninformed  and  provincial  in  the  highest 
sgree,  and  set  the  whole  force  of  Steinway  Hall 
■^  ^  factor  of  nuisical  education  to  recreate  in  the 
^^v  world  those  musical  conditions  he  knew  so 
^ell  in  the  circle  of  Mendelssohn  and  Schumann, 
ihirty-fivc  years  have  elapsed,  and  the  monitions 
'f  the  **Orpheonist"  have  been  obeyed.  The 
^''chestra  and  the  opera  possess  in  Xew  ^"ork  the 
lost  cultivated  and  musical  audience  in  the 
'^^^^h  an  audience  whose  endorsement  is  the  most 


coveted  of  the  artists*  prizes.  In  the  great  battle 
for  music  and  musical  culture  Charles  Tretbar 
has  united  the  strategy  of  the  general  with  the 
warm  heart  and  sound  business  tact  of  a  man 
who  never  forsook  a  friend,  but  often  spared  an 
enemy.  Xot  only  did  he  and  his  house  stand  be- 
side Theodore  Thomas  and  the  Philharmonic, 
and  welcome  Dr.  Damrosch  and  the  Symphony 
Society,  and  open  Steinway  Hall  to  every  worthy 
nuisical  organization,  but  they  also  gathered  the 
dower  of  Xew  York  to  the  concerts  of  Rubin- 
stein, Rssipoff,  Theodore  Ritter,  Marie  Krebs, 
Rosenthal,  Ansorge,  Boscovitz,  ^lehlig,  Hegner, 
Jossefy,  William  Sherwocxl,  Slivinski,  D'All^ert, 
and  Busoni  and  Rummel  and  sent  many  of  these 
artists  through  the  country  to  carry  music  and  the 
knowledge  of  the  Steinway  tone  from  one  end  of 
\merica  to  the  other.  Steinway  Hall  was  hardly 
closed  when  r*adere\vski,  under  Mr.  Tretbar's 
personal  management,  won  his  first  American 
honors.  Wilhelmj,  Remenyi,  Musin,  Wieniawski, 
ar-'  numbered  among  the  violinists  who  have 
graced  the  podium  of  Steinway  Hall,  Patti,  Niel- 
son,  Anna  Louise  Cary,  Adelaide  Phillips  and 
Xordica  owe  many  a  kindly  service  to  Mr.  Tret- 
bar's friendliness,  while  a  legion  of  discouraged 
artists  have  profitted  by  his  (juick  sympathy' and 
readv  helpfulness.  Ks])ecially  close  has  been  Mr. 
Tretbar's  life-long  friendshi])  with  Rafael  Jossefy, 
unbroken  for  over  twenty  years. 

Mr.  X'aiium  Strtsox.  secretarv  of  Steinway 
S:  Sons,  was  'norn  at  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts, 
on  December  ^.  i8=;6.  and  is  descended  from  a 
certain  Cornet  Stetson,  who  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land to  cast  his  lot  with  the  Pilgrims,  and  whose 
family  became  closely  identified  with  the  town 
above  mentioned.  The  good  X'^ew  England  tra- 
dilions  of  plain  living  and  high  thinking  worked 
their  inevitable  meed  of  prosperity,  and  young 
Stetson  grew  up  full  of  die  strength  and  imagin- 
nti»>n  of  hih  granite  hills,  fond  of  music,  keen  in 
bu>inos<;,  a  typical  Xew  Englander.  in  whom  ad- 
ministralive  talent  and  ])assionate  love  of  art  and 
letter^;  go  hand  in  hand. 

ITc  studierl  music  with  B.  J.  Eang  and  Doctor 
\A'illiani  Mason,  and  more  than  one  song  and 
piano  i)iece  from  his  pen  found  a  ready  publisher ; 
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but  it  was  in  a  business  career  that  his  active  and 
eager  mind  found  its  normal  expression.  He 
was  a  very  young  man  when  he  became  the  secre- 
tary of  John  S.  iVlbert,  chief  of  the  bureau  of  the 
great  machinery  building  at  the  Centennial  Ex- 
position. There  he  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
late  Albert  Steinway,  who  was  also  in  Philadel- 
phia in  charge  of  the  mechanical  exhibits  of  his 
house,  and  at  the  close  of  the  exposition  Mr.  Stet- 
son was  invited  to  enter  the  salesroom  of  Stein- 
wav  &  Sons.  His  brilliant  talents  and  ceaseless 
industry,  his  winning  presence  and  musical  abil- 
ity assured  liis  importance  to  a  business  for  which 
he  was  peculiarly  endowed.  His  responsibilities 
multiplied,  and  in  1891  he  became  a  director  of 
Steinway  &  Sons.  Mr.  Stetson's  broad  and  pro- 
gressive ideas  have  been  fruitful  of  success  in  the 
enormous  growth  of  the  business  of  this  house, 
and  have  permanently  molded  the  conditions  of 
piano-making  in  America.  The  flourishing  Phil- 
adelphia house  of  X.  Stetson  &  Company  was 
named  for  him  and  has  been  developed  under  his 
guidance.  Mr.  Stetson  married  iliss  Cora  May, 
on  June  25,  1879,  ^"^  possesses  one  daughter, 
Beatrice  May  Stetson. 

Mr.  HiiNRY  ZiEGLKK.  SOU  of  the  late  Jacob 
Ziegler  and  Doretta  Steinway,  daughter  of  the 
late  Henrv  Enqfclhard  Steinwav,  was  born  in  Xew 
York  on  October  30,  1837.  He  had  completed 
his  education  and  entered  his  father's  large  ca])inet 
business  when  his  uncle,  the  late  Theodore  Chris- 
tian Steinway,  convinced  of  the  young  man's  sj)e- 
cial  talent  for  his  own  art,  drew  him  into  his  spe- 
cial jnirsuits.  Mr.  Ziegler  then  undertook  a  spe- 
cial course  of  study  in  mechanical  and  decorative 
drawing,  and  likewise  served  the  a])])renticeship 
necessary  to  his  future  business.  Theodore  Stein- 
way then  took  Jiis  ])Upil  into  his  cnvn  atelier  and 
taught  him  the  secrets  of  his  inventions  and  dis- 
coveries ancl  associated  him  with  himself  in  his 
artistic  researches.  l-Vom  this  time  uncle  and 
nephew  were  constantly  t(\q;ether,  sometimes  in 
luirope  and  sometimes  in  America,  until  the  death 
of  Theodore  Steinway,  in   iS8<;. 

Mr.  Ziegler  then  received  the  sole  care  of  the 
Steinv.ay  scaler  an<l  inventions  and  to  that  end 
made  Americr:  his  permanent  home.     While  the 


mechanical  part  of  piano-making  constitutes  %_ 
number  of  skilled  handicrafts  which  are  capable 
of  infinite  possibilities  of  perfection,  the  art  o^ 
piano-making  is  as  much  apart  from  mere  imi"^ 
ufacture  as  is  architecture  from  building.  He 
science  and  musical  feeling  must  combine,  if 
great  piano  is  produced.  This  rare  combinatioi 
of  qualities  Mr.  Ziegler  possesses.  The  thir 
in  his  line  of  great  artist  piano-makers,  he  is  one 
the  foremost  in  his  profession.  The  progress  o^r' 
the  piano  under  Mr.  Ziegler's  hands  has  bee*"^ 
marked  by  steadily  increasing  refinement,  re-^3 
sponsiveness  and  sympathy  of  tone.  Building  m 
upon  the  splendid  foundation  laid  by  his  grancFjr 
father  and  uncle,  each  vear  has  added  some  ne^-*^ 
charm  to  the  splendid  heritage  of  art  bequeath 
to  his  care. 

Mr.    Ziegler    married    Albertine    S.    X'og*- 
granddaughter  of  Henry  Engelhard  Steinway. 
October,   1881.     Two  children,  Eleanor  T.  a- 
Frederick,    perpetuate    the    race.      In    the   ea-^ 
eighties  .Mr.  Ziegler  was  made  a  director  of  St 
way  &  Sons,  and  in  this  capacity  greatly  adds 
the   strength   of  the   remarkable  group  of  1 
who    wield    the    fortunes  of  the  greatest  pi 
house  in  the  world. 

Mr.   I'kkdruick  Rfjdkmeister.  cashier. 
from  1900  to  1 90 1  director  of  Steinway  &  Sor:» 
is  the  youngest  of  the  remarkable  group  of  177 
who  l)v  birth  or  adoption  comprise  the  house  •  - 
Stein wa>'.      The    son    of    Werner    Reidemeiste 
merchant,  he  was  born  on  November  30,   18^)3.  J^ 
in  r>runswiclc.  (iermany;  graduated  at  the  Brims-     ' 
wick  gymnasium  ;  and  early  developed  a  nice  aiKl 
discriminating  taste  in  literature,  nnisic  and  art. 
His  youthful  talents  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
late  Theodore  Steinway,  who  was  a  close  fan"ii\v 
friiU'!.  a!id   who.  although  the  yoimg  man  ob- 
tained his  necessary  business  training  as  a  chemist, 
detern lineal  to  attach  him  to  his  own  commercial 
interests.     Mr.    Reiclemeister  was  hardly   out   of 
his  apprenticeship  when   (in   1888),  at  the  insti- 
gation   of    Mr.   Steinway,  he  accompanied     Mr. 
Henry  Ziegler  to  America  and  at  once  entered  the 
offire  of  the  ( \ikes   Manufacturing  Conipanv.  in 
which  the  late  William  Steinway  had  obtained  a 
controlling  interest  as  a  result  of  his   efforts  t<> 
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township,  on  the  2ist  of  August,  1852,  this  ham- 
let also  figuring  as  the  birthplace  of  his  father 
and  grandfather,  each  of  whom  devoted  his  life 
to  agricultural  pursuits.  The  latter,  Daniel  Hege- 
man,  was  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential 
men  of  this  section,  where  he  held  numerous  offices 
of  a  local  nature.  To  his  influence  were 
largely  dtte  many  of  the  measures  adopted  for  the 
promotion  of  the  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  material  interests  of  the  county. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  James 
Hegeman,  who  likewise  was  bom  in  Oyster  Bay 
township,  so  that  it  may  be  seen  that  the  family 
is  one  of  the  old  and  prominent  ones  of  the 
island.  He  was  incumbent  of  various  village  and 
township  offices,  projected  and  carried  out  plans 
that  had  lasting  effect  on  the  general  prosperity 
of  his  community,  where  he  was  held  in  the  high- 
est esteem.  He  served  at  one  time  as  county  judge, 
in  which  capacity  his  administration  was  sig- 
nally effective.  James  A.  Hegeman,  the  father 
of  Daniel  J.,  was  bom  in  1826,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  t.Sq2.  He  was  in  poor  health  for  many 
years,  and  was  thus  hindered  from  active  partici- 
pation in  public  affairs,  but  was  held  in  the  highest 
regard  in  his  community.  He  married  Miss  Cath- 
erine Hegeman,  daughter  of  Peter  Hegeman,  like- 
wise a  prominent  farmer  of  .this  county,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  four  sons,  namely :  Daniel 
J. :  William,  who  died  in  childhood ;  Edward  A., 
who  resides  in  the  town  of  Oyster  Ray ;  and  Clin- 
ton D.,  who  IS  deceased.  The  mother  entered  into 
eternal  rest  in  the  year  1889. 

Tn  his  youth  Daniel  J.  Hegeman  attended  the 
public  schools  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  and 
later  siij)pkMTiente(l  this  discipline  by  attending 
private  schools  in  T-ocust  Valley  and  Glencove. 
He  grew  n])  on  the  homestead  farm,  and  there  re- 
mained for  several  years  after  his  marriage,  there- 
after leading  a  tract  of  land  near  Glencove,  where 
he  successfully  continued  operations  for  a  per- 
iod of  about  twelve  years.  Tn  i8<)2  he  purchased 
of  his  father-in-law  his  ])resent  estate,  where  he 
wa-:  for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  general  ag- 
ricidture  and  the  dairy  business,  but  at  the  present 
time  he  gives  his  attention  more  particularly  to  the 
care  of  live  stock  and  to  market-gardening,  also 


keeping  a  stock  farm  for  boarding  horses.  His 
energetic  and  well  directed  efforts  have  brought 
to  him  a  gratifying  success.  He  was  elected  as- 
sessor of  Oyster  Bay  township  in  1880,  serving 
five  years  at  that  time,  and  was  re-elected  in  1S98, 
and  served  five  years,  and  is  now  president  of  the 
town  board  of  assessors.  He  was  the  candidate 
of  the  Democratic  party,  of  whose' principles  he 
has  been  a  stanch  advocate  from  the  time  of  at- 
taining his  legal  majority.  Mr.  H^^eman  has 
been  connected  in  an  official  capacity  for  twenty- 
five  years  with  the  public  schools,  being  now 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Furthermore, 
he  is  a  firm  believer  in  good  roads  and  was  one 
of  the  early  advocates  of  the  macadam  system  of 
road-building,  which  has  since  become  so  popular 
in  the  town.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  the  Koslyn  Savings  Bank,  and  is  known 
as  one  of  tlie  progressive  and  successful  business 
men  of  his  native  coimty.  Mr.  Hegeman  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  Royal  Arcanum,  beii^ 
affiliated  with  Sewanhaka  Council  No.  362,  at 
Glencove,  and  taking  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  the  fraternity. 

On  the  20th  of  November^  1878,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hegeman  to  Miss 
Louise  Downing,  daughter  of  William"  H.  and 
Lydia  A.  (Snedeker)  Downing,  both  of  whom 
were  bom  and  reared  in  Oyster  Bay  township,  as 
was  also  Mrs.  Hegeman.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  three  children,  namely:  George  D., 
Howard  C.  and  M.  Elsie.  One  daughter,  Edna 
C-,  died  in  infancy.  The  family  is  prominent  in 
the  social  life  of  the  community  and  the  home  is 
a  center  of  cordial  hospitality. 

FREDERICK  HERZOG. 

The  oldest  business  man  of  Hicksville,  Long 
Island,  is  Frederick  Herzog.  He  was  bom  in  the 
kingdom  of  Prussia  on  May  i.  1825,  the  son  of 
Martin  and  Christina  Herzog,  both  natives  of 
Germany,  where  they  s])ent  their  entire  lives. 
^lartin.  who  had  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
during  his  active  career,  died  in  1864,  and  his  wife 
in  T8S2.  Their  children  were  Martin,  a  sailor, 
who  w  as  lost  at  sea  :  ]\raria,  deceased  :  Frederick : 
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ricka,  the  widow  of  Ferdinand  Herzog; 
land  ;  and  Wilhelmina,  deceased, 
ederick  Herzog  was  educated  in  his  native 
and  when  lie  was  fifteen  years  old  began  a 
ing  life,  sailing  for  eight  years  between 
►ean  ports.  It  was  while  he  was  a  sailor 
e  detcnnined  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
iled  on  the  bark  Carlisle  of  Hamburg,  and 
lemorable  voyage,  which  Mr.  Herzog  fre- 
y  recalls  in  conversation,  required  ninety- 
Jays,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  head  winds. 
^9  he  sailed  from  Xcw  York  before  the  mast, 
I  the  following  year,  his  ability  and  strict 
on  to  business  being  recognized,  he  was  ap- 
(1  second  officer  on  the  Atlantic,  a  New 
is  packet.  From  this  time  on  his  advance- 
to  positions  of  responsibility  was  only  a 
•  of  course.    In  1853  he  became  first  officer 

ship  Lexington,  but  after  reaching  New 
is  he  left  the  vessel  and  shipj)ed  as  first  of- 
f  the  bark  Lillian,  of  which  Cai)tain  W\sey 
I  command ;  on  this  ship  he  went  to  Naples, 

to  Leghorn,  and  then  returned  to  this 
y,  where  he  decided  to  give  up  his  career 
»  sea.  In  1855  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
ss  in  New  York,  in  which  he  ci^ntinued  ft>r 
rears,  but  his  health  then  failed  and  he  sold 
s  establishment.  The  beautiful  village  of 
ville  attracted  him  as  a  suitable  place  for 
•me,  and  he  located  there  and  engaged  in 
ss.  which  he  is  conducting  at  the  i)resent 
liaving  well  earned  the  honor  of  being  the 
business  man  of  the  town. 
*.  Herzog  ranks  high  in  the  esteem  of  th.^ 
s  of  the  town,  and  in  his  ripe  old  age  he 
ok  with  satisfaction  upon  his  years  of  honest 
ind  at  the  results  which  are  now  a])])arent 
extensive  and  flourishing  trade.  He  has 
ccomplished  a  great  deal  in  behalf  of  the 

welfare  of  the  town  and  has  given  hi^ 

efforts  to  public  enter])ri^e.  He  has  held 
ice  of  highway  commissioner  for  six  years 
lat  of  deputy  postmaster  for  three  years. 

he  came  to  Hicksville,  the  vicinity  w^as 
ly  Democratic,  but  through  the  earnest  ad- 

of  Republican  ])rincipIos  bv  Mr.  Herzog 


and  his  sons  the  town  now  gives  a  normal  Re- 
publican majority. 

Mr.  Herzog  was  married  in  New  York  in 
1854  to  Wilhelmina  (Mourmen)  Brass,  and  they 
had  three  children.  Frederick,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  on  February  15,  1858,  is  an  enter- 
priiiing  young  man  and  is  holding  the  position  of 
clerk  in  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Nassau  county,  and 
is  a  leading  local  politician :  he  married  Mary  F. 
Halin,  and  they  reside  in  Hicksville.  Emma,  the 
only  daughter,  was  born  in  New  York,  but  is  now 
deceased.  William  was  born  in  Hicksville.  Oc- 
tober I,  1864,  and  has  charge  of  the  store  estab- 
lished by  his  father  so  many  years  ago ;  his  first 
wife  was  Carrie  Done,  bv  whom  he  had  four  chil- 
dren,  Henry,  William,  John  and  Frederick ;  he 
was  again  married,  to  Bernardine  Fehring,  and 
thev  have  one  son,  Ravmond. 

HENRY  W.  MAXWELL. 

Henry  W.  ^^axwell,  founder  of  the  Memorial 
Indusirial  School  No.  2.  former  member  of  the 
firm  of  Maxwell  &  Graves,  and  withal  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  citizens  of  Brooklyn  during 
his  active  and  all  too  brief  business  career,  was 
born  in  the  city  just  mentioned,  December  7, 
1850,  and  died  Mav  1  t.  tqo2,  aged  fifty-one  years. 
His  elementary  education  was  acquired  in  public 
school  No  15,  and  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen 
vears  he  turnerl  his  attention  to  business  affairs, 
which  seems  to  have  been  a  distinguishing 
characteristic  in  the  life  of  several  members  of 
this  branch  of  the  Maxwell  family.  As  he  ma- 
tured in  business  experience  Mr.  Maxwell  be- 
came identified  with  several  large  enterprises, 
notablv  the  P»rooklyn  1>ust  Company,  of  which 
he  was  a  director,  and  also  the  old  firm  of  Max- 
well &  Ci raves,  organized  in  1865,  of  which  he 
was  an  active  member  for  several  years.  In  t88o- 
t88i  this  firm,  co-operating  with  Austin  Corbin, 
purchased  the  Long  Island  Railroad  and  connect- 
ing lines,  and  in  many  other  ways  became  factors 
in  business  life  in  the  metropolitan  district.  In 
the  operations  of  the  firm  Mr.  Maxwell,  although 
a  junior  membei,  took  an  active  ])art  and  thus 
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acquired  an  extended  and  enviable  acquaintance 
in  business  and  iinancial  circles. 

He  also  was  interested  in  tbe  civil  and  politi- 
cal welfare  of  his  own  citv,  a  member  of  various 
charitable  and  benevolent  organizations,  and  also 
was  identified  with  club  life,  where  he  foimd  re- 
creation and  relaxation  from  the  cares  of  busi- 
ness. The  erection  of  the  Memorial  Industrial 
School  was  one  of  the  latest  of  his  many  bene- 
factions and  in  founding  this  worthy  institution 
Mr.  Maxwell  performed  the  double  service  of 
building  up  a  fitting  memorial  to  his  mother  and 
wife,  and  of  adding  materially  to  the  industrial 
branch  of  lirooklvn's  educational  system. 

WILLIAM    H.  JONES. 

William  H.  Jones,  of  WOodbury,  Long  Isl- 
and, one  of  the  leading  men  of  Nassau  county, 
traces  his  descent  from  Major  Thomas  Jones, 
an  officer  in  the  army  of  King  James  the  Sec- 
ond. When  that  monarch  was  dethroned  and  his 
anuy  defeated  Major  Jones  emigrated  from  Stra- 
bane,  Ireland,  to  the  colony  of  Rhode  Island,  in 
1692,  and  shortly  after  crossed  the  sound  and 
made  a  settlement  at  Massapequa,  now  within 
the  limits  of  Nassau  coimty.  He  married  Free- 
love,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Townsend,  who,  by 
a  deed  dated  June  16.  1695,  presented  the  newly 
married  coui)le  with  his  Fort  Neck  estate.  The 
old  brick  house  was  built  by  Major  Jones  from 
brick  burned  c)n  this  estate.  ^NFajor  Jones  was 
called  upon  to  occuj>y  several  of  the  important 
offices  of  tlie  county,  anrl  his  descendants  have 
been  ])roniinently  identified  with  the  history  of 
Long  I>lan(l. 

Wiliam  II.  Jones,  son  of  A\'alter  R.  and  \  ir- 
ginia  (Warwick)  Jones  (both  deceased),  was 
born  INfarch  18.  1S55,  in  Xew  York  city.  On  the 
maternal  side  lie  is  descended  from  a  Virginia 
family.  Mr.  Jr)nes's  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
William  Warwick,  who  owned  a  large  plantation 
in  Woodstock.  Shenandoah  valley,  X'irginia. 
ller  uncle,  /vl)rani  Warwick,  was  one  of  the 
bondsmen  for  jrlUTson  Davis,  an<l  her  cousin, 
[ohn  Warwick  Daniel,  now  represents  A'irginia 
in  the  L'nitt'<i  St:ite<  srnate.     Mr.   lones  received 


his  early  education  in  the  district  school,  and  la- 
ter in  the  high  school  of  Huntington,  Long  Isl- 
and. He  became  a  farmer,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  few  years,  during  which  he  resi<lecl  in 
Albanv,  has  alwavs  lived  on  the  ancestral  estate. 
This  farm,  which  was  originally  settled  by  the 
Hewletts,  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Jones 
family  through  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jones's 
grandfather,  William  H.  Jones,  with  a  member 
of  the  Hewlett  family.  The  present  homestead 
has  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  the  house 
now  standing  was  built  by  Mr.  Jones'  grandfa- 
ther. It  is  in  good  repair,  while  the  ground  and 
farm,  imder  the  care  of  Mr.  Jones,  are  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition  and  yield  a  handsome  income. 
Politically  Mr.  Jones  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  interest  in  public  aflFairs.  He  was 
for  six  years  commissioner  of  highways,  and  is 
now  serving  the  sixth  year  as  supervisor  of  the 
town  of  Oyster  Bay,  Nassau  coimty. 

Mr.  Jones  married,  January  21,  1879,  "i  "^^" 
banv.  Miss  Lucv  Du  Mont,  who  died  in  188^, 
leaving  one  child,  Henrietta  L.  Mr.  Jones  mar- 
ried, January  21,  1891,  Miss  Helen  Agnes  Smith. 
They  have  two  children,  Virginia  ^lartha  and 
Adele  Warwick.  The  sister  of  Mr,  Jones.  Mrs. 
Virginia  W.  J.  W'oodhull,  is  a  resident  of  San 
Antonio,  Texas. 

HENRY    P.    KEITH. 

Henry  P.  Keith,  former  assistant  to  the  district 
attorney  of  New  York  county,  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  completely  equipped  and  resource- 
ful of  the  younger  lawyers  of  Greater  New  Y(>rk. 
and  his  abilities  have  led  to  his  appointment  tc 
positions  of  greater  importance  than  those  of  his 
vears  usuallv  hold,  positions  in  which,  howe\<T. 
he  has  never  failed  to  acquit  himself  most  credit- 
ably. 

Mr.  Keith  was  born  in  P>rooklvn,  Xew  Y^.tIc. 
December  19,  [876,  son  of  Amasa  and  Ella  C. 
(  Stevens)  Keith.  His  father,  a  native  of  the  =;aTne 
city,  went  to  South  America,  where  he  die<l  at  an 
early  age.  liis  grandfather.  Minor  H.  Keitli, 
])orn  iu  New  York  city,  was  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  Williamsburgh.     Henry  P.  Keith 
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William  Townsend  Cock  was  among  the  most 
exemplary  and  useful  men  of  his  day  and  place, 
and  he  wielded  a  potent  inlluence  in  the  advance- 
ment of  every  worthy  cause.  He  was  a  sincere 
and  devoted  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends ; 
he  frequently  officiated  at  its  meetings,  and  he 
traveled  frequently  and  to  considerable  distances 
in  the  interests  of  people  of  that  faith.  He  was 
the  most  trusted  friend  and  adviser  of  Gideon 
Frost,  the  liberal  philanthropist  who  founded 
the  Friends'  College  of  Long  Island,  and  that 
institution  was  built  upon  land  conveyed  for  the 
purpose  by  Mr.  Cock  for  a  nominal  compensa- 
tion. Mr.  Cock  was  named  by  the  founder  as 
executor,  trustee  and  president  of  the  college 
board,  and  he  devoted  himself  most  zealously 
and  intelligently  to  the  duties  of  these  positions 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  ^Ir.  Cock  died 
January  i8,  1885,  leaving  a  name  which  is  held 
in  grateful  and  loving  remembrance  in  the  com- 
munity to  whose  service  he  gave  the  best  efforts 
of  his  life. 

William  Burling  Cocks,  son  of  W'illiam  Town- 
send  Cock,  resides  on  the  homestead,  which  is 
known  by  the  name  of  ''Pipping  Rock."  He  is  a 
member  of  the  following  clubs :  Seawanaka  Club, 
Corinthian  Yacht  Club,  Xassau  Country  Ckib. 
Hempstead  Harbor  Clul).  and  others.  He  is  a 
member  of  tlie  l)oard  of  education  of  Locnst  \'al- 
ley,  trustee  of  the  i^'riends  Academy,  and  a  direct- 
or of  die  ( lien  Cnyv  I;>ank  and  the  I\osl\n  Savinj^s 
Bank. 

J.vMKS    SARVTS. 

Tile  Lon.L'  Island  Railroad  finds  a  worthy 
representative  in  Janie>  Sarvis,  who  is  now  hold- 
inc:'  the  re<pon>ii)le  i)osition  of  chief  of  detectives, 
llis  mature  indi^nienl,  liis  tidelitv  to  duty  and  his 
l(>\r'lt\'  to  tlie  interrsts  df  ilio  conipanx'  have  en- 
abled liini  to  wofk  W\<  way  njuvard  to  his  ])r(,>ent 
liii'li  MM^viti,,]!,  i\]]i\  in  1 -oiil:'  Inland  City,  in  whicli 
lie  iiiak'e<  In-  lionu-,  liis  true  wortli  is  recognized, 
eonnnrndini:'  liini  to  tlir  eonfidrnce  of  liis  tellow 
citi/cn^. 

Ml".  Sar\i-  i>  a  n.'iti\e  s.  m  of  ilu-  cily  {)\  \c\v 
\>^vk.  1n'>  liirdi  havin';;  oeein-i\'(l  in  11^47.     lie  was 


there  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  his  educatia* 
in  the  citv  schools.    In  Mav,  1861,  at  the  outbre- 
of  the  Rebellion,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  arn*^ 
becoaiing  a  drummer  boy  in  the  First  Long  ZT 
land   X^ohmteers,  being  then  but  fourteen  ye 
of  age.     After  several  months'  service  he  v 
honorably  discharged    on  account  of    disabil 
and  returned  to  his  home.     But  he  soon  rccu 
ated  his  health,  and  on  the  31st  of  December 
that  year  he  re-entered  the  service  of  his  couni 
this  time  becoming  a  member  of  the  navy. 
was  assigned  to  the  United  States  ship  Onw 
under  Captain  Nicholas,  and  on  that  ship  ser-^ 
gallantly  and  faithfully  until  June,   1865,  wH 
the  country  no  longer  needing  his  services,  he 
ceived  an  honorable  discharge     During  his    s 
vices  on  the  Onward,  he  was  first  made  po\v< 
monkey,  and  later  passing  through  four  grades 
prc^motion  was  made    landsman.     His    milit 
record  is  one  of  which  he  has  everv  reason  to 
proud,  and  after  leaving  the  service  of  his  counC 
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he  apprenticed  himself  to  the  shipwright's  tra 
He  was  afterward  connected  with  the  fire  depa 
ment,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  he  becar 
connected  with  the  police  force.     About  1886 
came  to  Long  island,  entering  the  service  of  t 
Lonq;  Island   Radroad   Com])any  as  a  detecti 
an<l  in   i8()0  he  was  made  chief  of  the  detecti v        - 
for  that  cor])oration.    In  this  ca])acily  he  has  re  ^-- 
dered  efficient  service,  not  only  in  the  ca])ture  ai  ^^    ^  ^ 
conviction  of  noted  railroad  thieves  and  train  nV  -*- 
bers  but   in  the  preservation  of  order  on  trail* 
rn!niin.<i^  to  ]>ublic  resorts  on  the  island.     Ik^'or 
Mr,  Sarvis  assumed  the  duties  of  this  office  it  wc^      '^        _ 
vurv  common  for  an  objectionable  class  to  cci^ 
greoate  and  create  trouble  on  the  trains,  bnt  xw^ 
der    his    administration   this    difficulty    has   bee-^- 
'overcome,  and  he  has  in  his  possession  many  ler  ^- 
ters  from  President  W.  H.  llaldwin.  Jr.,  ricnen> 
Mana.L^er  lUnjaniin  Norton,  Su]HTintendent  1.  1'     -* 
l)arton.    of    the    Long  Island  Railroad,  C^'ll)tai  ^   ^ 
John    \\\    F.ason,    (^f    the    P.rooklyn    ])(Mice.    an   <   ^ 
otluTS.  coniplimenting  his  efficiency  in   the  cap  %    " 
tnrr  and  conviction  of  many  notorious  criminal-^    -* 
I  ntil  a  few  \ears  ai^o  his  force  consisted  <U*  near!  -* 
thirty  nni formed  policemen,  but  his  fiehl  of  (hit 


has  been  ma<le  so  uninvitiuir  to  criminals  and  h^ 
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been  so  well  systematized  that  only 
sides  himself,  all  in  citizens  clothes, 
:o  do  the  work.  He  has  installed  in 
ivate  rogue's  (gallery,  and  many  oth- 
>  to  facilitate  his  work.  r»esides  per- 
kities  of  his  office  in  a  manner  which 
ings  words  of  praise  from  his  su- 
L*([uently  p^ives  valuable  aid  in  cases 
th  r?iilroad  work  to  the  cimnty, 
iiited  States  detectives.  The  infa- 
s  Ciang/'  who  robbed  many  ]K)st- 
rommitted  innumerable  other  rob- 
1  themselves  in  a  local  court,  and  at 
s  of  the  court  were  arrested  by  Mr. 
naily,  and  sent  to  prison  for  a  long 
>.  He  traced  the  two  crooks  Stacy 
ell  from  Flushing  to  New  York  and 
nk  filled  with  three  thousand  dollars 

and  later  eighteen  htnidred  dollars 
lad  stolen  in  Keyj)ort,  Xew  Jersey, 
vas  speedily  secured,  Stacy  being 
1  for  eight  years  and  eight  months, 
arvis  invoked  the  clemency  of  the 
)onneirs  case  because  he  had  given 
I  property,  and  because  McDoimell 

at  Stacv's  hands  if  both  were  re- 

same  time,  his  term  was  made  six 
>c  months.     **William,"  the  colored 

robbed  and  set  fire  to  Tresident 
•use  in  I'Mushlng,  was  sentenced  to 
prison  on  the  ])erfect  chain  of  evi- 

about  him  by  Mr.   Sarvis.     Cases 

.x?r  could  be  cited  where  Mr.  Sarvis 

usual  skill  in  fastening  his  clutch  on 

Although  the  duties  of  his  office 

d  trying,  he  gives  his  personal  at- 

important  details,  and  his  personal 
ms  terror  to  the  wrongdoers. 

LIXTOX    S.  WFFKS. 

.  Weeks  is  a  ])opular  conductor  on 
md  Railroad  and  one  who  is  always 
tentive  and  prompt.  He  was  born 
Long  Island,  on  the  27th  of  July, 
:ler  the  parental  roof  spent  the  days 
ood,  pursuing  his  education  in  the 


schools  near  his  home.  The  family  lived  upon 
a  farm,  and  his  outdoor  life  aided  in  developing 
a  rugged  constitution,  but  though  he  was  experi- 
enced in  the  woik  of  the  fields  and  meadows  he 
did  not  care  to  make  agricultural  pursuits  his 
life  work,  and  accordingly  turned  his  attention 
in  other  directions.  In  1885  he  entered  the  em- 
])loy  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Comj^any  in 
the  capacity  of  brakeman,  serving  thus  until  1893, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  conductor,  and  has  since 
been  retained  in  that  ])osition.  The  length  of 
his  service  with  the  road  is  proof  unmistakable 
of  his  fidelity  to  duty.  He  is  always  careful  and 
considerate  of  the  ])atrons  of  the  road  who  are 
under  his  care,  is  obliging,  i)rompt  and  kindly. 
These  characteristics  have  made  him  ])0])ular  and 
have  gainecl  him  the  warm  regard  of  many  who 
travel  over  his  line. 

Mr.  Weeks  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  railroad  branch  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Long  Island,  and  in  1900  was 
the  recipient  of  an  elegant  gold  watch  given  as  a 
first  prize  for  bringing  in  the  largest  number  of 
new  members.  He  labors  earnestlv  to  surround 
those  in  railroad  service  by  an  atmosphere  ]nire 
and  uplifting,  and  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  Chris- 
tianity have  been  productive  of  great  gcK)d. 

ARCHER    B.  WALLACE. 

Freeport,  Long  Island,  has  the  distinction  of 
having  one  of  the  youngest  ])olice  justices  ever 
api)ointed  to  that  post  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Archer  I>.  Wallace  is  a  journalist,  a  hero  of  the 
Spanish  war,  clubman  and  yachtsman.  He  is  the 
son  of  (jcorge  and  Mariana  (Raynor)  Wallace, 
and  was  born  at  Freeport,  April  10,  1876.  His 
education  was  received  in  the  public  school  of 
his  native  towi'.  and  in  Claverack  College,  Co- 
lumbia county,  Xew  York,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1894.  After  his  graduation  he  took 
a  post-graduate  course  in  Centenary  Collegiate 
Institute,  in  Hackettstown,  Xew  Jersey.  In  1896 
he  engaged  in  journalistic  w-ork  on  the  Brooklyn 
Daily  Times,  and  now,  in  addition  to  his  official 
duties  as  police  court  justice,  he  is  the  manager 
of  the  South  Side  Observer,  a  weekly  newspaper 
published  at  Rockville  Centre,  Long  Island. 
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When  the  war  with  Spain  broke  out  he  at 
once  responded  to  his  country's  call  and  volun- 
teered for  service  in  the  army,  joining  William 
Astor  Chandler's  volunteer  regiment.  He  was 
transferred,  however,  (at  his  own  rec[uest)  to 
Company  K,  Seventy-first  Regiment,  National 
Guard.  Xew  York.  In  this  regiment  he  took  a 
five  years'  enlistment,  dating  April  28,  1898.  On 
May  1 2th  the  regiment  left  Camp  Black  for  Tam- 
pa, Florida,  at  which  point  they  embarked  for 
Cuba,  June  14th.  Arriving  oflF  Siboney,  province 
of  Santiago,  the  regiment  landed,  and  were  soon 
afterward  called  upon  to  support  the  Rough  Rid- 
ers and  cavalry  in  a  division  at  La  Quasimas. 
Moving  on  to  Se villa,  the  regiment  left  the  town 
on  July  Tst,  and  then  it  was  that  it  received  its 
baptism  of  fire,  Mr.  Wallace  having  several  nar- 
row escapes  from  death  from  the  deadly  maus- 
ers  of  the  Spanish.  Those  memorable  days,  July 
I,  2,  and  3,  the  regiment  was  constantly  under 
fire  at  the  top  of  San  Juan  Hill,  and  on  July  6th 
they  were  moved  to  the  left  of  the  hill  to  support 
the  Sixteenth  Infantry.  Here  they  remained  un- 
til Julv  14th,  when  the  ])reliminary  terms  of  sur- 
render were  agreed  upon.  Mr.  Wallace  suffered 
severely,  along  with  many  of  his  fellows,  from 
dysentery,  typhoid  fever,  yellow  fever  and 
"breakbone"  fever,  and  on  August  2r)th,  with 
three  hundred  other  sick  soldiers,  he  was  sent 
home,  reaching  Montauk  Point.  Septeml)er  3d. 
During  his  illness  his  weight  was  reduced  from 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two  to  seventy-six  pounds. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service.  November 
13,  1898,  weakened  by  disease,  yet  strong  in  the 
knowledge  that  he  had  served  his  beloved  country 
faithfully  and  well,  thus  adding  a  share,  at  least, 
to  the  lustre  of  American  manhood. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  married  at  I'reejwrt.  De- 
cember TO.  1899,  to  Jeanette  I>ergen,  daughter  of 
Dr.  John  H.  and  I^lizabeth  (Carman)  Denton, 
and  liave  had  l)orn  to  them  one  son.  George 
Donald,  wliose  birth  occurred  November  2T, 
icpo,  and  one  daughter.  Elizabeth  Denton, 
whose  l)irth  occurred  June  16,  1902.  Mr.  Wallace 
is  a  member  of  Massa])e(|na  Lodge  Xo.  822.  I", 
and  A.  M..  Freeport :  Lodge  Xo.  600,  L  O.  O. 
v.:  Vrcci^oTi  Council  No.  ^j,  J.  ( ).   C  A.  M. ; 


Court  Iroquois  No.  130.  Foresters  of  America, 
Zeta  Chapter,  Alpha  Phi  fraternity;  Fraternal 
Council  No.  1962,  Royal  Arcanum;  ^lystic 
Lodge  No.  298,  Daughters  of  Rebekah;  J.  A. 
Court  No.  5700,  Oriental  Temple:  and  of  the 
Hempstead  Bay  Yacht  Club,  the  Freeport  Club. 
the  League  of  American  Wheehnan,  the  Ever 
Ready  Hose  Company,  the  Nassau  County  \'ol- 
uneteer  Firemen's  Association  and  the  Freeport 
Athletic  Club. 

As  a  police  justice  Mr.  Wallace's  decisions 
are  alwavs  delivered  after  a  careful  review  of  all 
the  evidence.  He  uses  no  superlative  language 
in  disposing  of  the  unfortunates  before  him.  His 
mind  is  clear  and  incisive,  and  while  always  lean- 
ing toward  the  side  of  mercy,  he  is  never  swerved 
from  his  plain  duty  when  the  evidence  is  conclu- 
sive. 

ISAAC  B.  REMSEN. 

The  historic  family  of  Remsen  figures  prom- 
inently in  the  pages  of  this  work,  and  at  every 
stage  of  Long  Island  history,  beginning  with  the 
early  white  occupation  and  coming  down  to  the 
present  time.    The  founder  of  the  family  was  Rem 
Jansen  V'anderbeeck,  who  came  from  Holland  to 
New  Amsterdam,  and  married    a    daughter    of 
Toris  Jansen  de  Rapalie.      FVom  this  union  de- 
scended Oa  Remsen,  who  won  the  title  of  cap- 
tain tliroug  valiant   service  in  the  patriot  army 
through  the  Revolutionary  war.    By  his  marriage 
with  Aim  Hackermann,  in  Dutchess  county.  Xew    - 
York,  he  became  the  father  of  four  sons,  and  i)f^ 
these  was  Ora,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  war  otr  ^ 
t8i2,   and    who   married    Sarah    Higbie.    whos^  _= 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  same  war.     Of  th  .m- 
latter  marriage  were  born    ten    children,  all 
whom  excepting  one  lived  to  upwards  of  six 
years  of  age.     Another  son  of  Captain  Ora  Rei 
sen,  was  Abraham  FI.,  who  married  Adeline, 
daughter  of  David  Horton,  a  Revolutionary  w 
sc^ldier  who  was  wounded   in  the  battle  of  t 
r.randvwine.  and  who  was  more  than  sixtv  vea^t  r 
old  when  his  daughter  was  born.      Yet    anotl^m-  er 
son  of  Captain  Remsen  was  Rem  Remsen.  a  fs?^/*- 
mcr,  born  in  Si)ringfield.  Long  Island.  August   t6; 
1793.  and  who  died  July  4,  1864. 
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ac  B.  Remsen,  one  of  nine  children  of  Rem 
n,  was  born  February  i,  1826,  in  Jamaica, 
s  county,  Long  Island.  From  his  earliest 
his  life  was  one  of  persistent  industry.  In 
rly  boyhood  he  aided  in  tilling  the  home 
and  his  education  was  necessarily  limited, 
is  school  deprivations  found  ample  com- 
ion  in  the  broad  knowledge  he  obtained 
experience  and  observation.  While  a  lad 
•ned  the  butcher's  trade  and  drove  a  wagon, 
ting  meat  from  the  farm  shop,  and  after- 
engaged  in  a  meat  business  upon  his  own 
It.  In  1865  he  went  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
-ked  for  two  vears  in  the  oil  fields.  For  two 
thereafter  he  conducted  a  real  estate  busi- 
1  New  York  citv,  then  settled  on  his  farm 
:  Rockaway  road,  Long  Island,  where  he 
led  for  twelve  years.  It  Avas  during  the 
period  that  he  made  his  beginning  in  those 
ies  which  conduced  greatly  to  the  advantage 
region,  bringing  him  reputation  as  a  public 
ctor,  as  w-ell  as  handsome  comi)ensation  for 
'ort.  He  built  a  track  connecting  Nassau 
adjoining  his  farm,  with  the  Long  Island 
ay.  He  then  rented  his  farm  and  returned 
'  Rockaway,  where  he  dug  two  lakes,  one 
ee  acres  and  one  of  four  acres  from  which 
)curc  ice.  He  subsequently  excavated  for 
lakes,  and  in  1887  accomplished  his  greatest 
emcnt  in  the  making  of  Rem  sen's  Lake, 
ing  the  town  of  Jamaica.  This  beautiful 
oi  water,  covering  an  area  of  six  acres,  is 
om  living  springs,  and  the  ice  taken  from 
:  unsurpassable  purity  and  has  an  unrivaled 
id  in  the  market.  For  several  years  ])ast, 
rsonal  attention  to  this  industry  has  been 
tc\  to  wholesaling,  while  his  son  and  son- 
conduct  the  retailing  operations.  Mr. 
?n  also  cares  for  large  landed  interests  in 
X)Ut  Jamaica,  where  he  resides  during  the 
.  Aside  from  his  own  interests,  he  has 
3Uted  materially  to  the  development  and  im- 
nent  of  the  village  and  its  vicinage.  An 
ce  in  point  is  one  of  the  most  praiseworthy 
could  be  credited  to  any  one.  Many  years 
?  subscribed  $1500  toward  the  erection  of 
lodist  Episco])al  house  of  worship,  but  when 


I)ayment  should  have  been  made,  financial  re- 
verses had  overtaken  him  and  he  was  unable  to 
meet  the  obligation,  but,  after  he  had  recovered 
himself  through  persistent  industry  and  indomit- 
able resolution,  he  made  full  payment  of  his  old 
pledge.  In  after  years  he  established  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  mission  in  the  outskirts  of  the  village, 
and  was  ever  afterward  its  principal  financial 
supporter.  He  maintains  an  elegant  summer 
home  adjacent  to  the  village  of  Southold,  and  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  has  built  several  beautiful 
cottages.  The  summer  residents  who  have  been 
attracted  thither  bv  the  accommodations  which 
he  has  provided,  have  pronounced  the  location 
as  one  of  the  most  picturesque  and  pleasing  on 
Long  Island  waters,  and  unite  in  the  pro])hesy 
that  the  settlement  is  destined  to  become  one  of 
the  most  eagerly  sought  by  the  best  class  of  sum- 
mer sojourners.  Mr.  Remsen  connected  himself 
with  the  Methodist  church  before  he  had  reached 
the  years  of  manhood,  and  has  ever  since  continued 
a  consistent  and  unusually  active  member,  taking 
a  particularly  deep  interest  in  camj)  meeting  and 
revival  etTorts,  in  which  he  is  a  most  eflfective  ex- 
orter.  In  ]>olitics  he  was  formerly  a  Republican, 
but  beginning  with  the  inauguration  of  the  pro- 
hibition movement  has  pursued  an  independent 
course. 

Mr.  Remsen  was  married,  August  3.  1848, 
to  Miss  Jane,  a  daughter  of  (ieorge  Creed,  of  an 
old  and  prominent  Long  Island  family.  Of  this 
marriage  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living:  The  only  son.  Lorenzo  H.,  born  No- 
vember 12,  1851,  was  educated  at  I'nion  Hall 
Academy,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  ice  business 
in  Jamaica  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  w-as 
married  to  Miss  Anna  A.  Pearsall,  a  second 
cousin,  born  in  Jamaica,  a  daughter  of  Emig  and 
IMioebe  (Remsen)  Pearsall,  and  a  granddaughter 
of  lames  Pearsall,  who  was  a  Canadian  bv  birth, 
but  whose  life  was  mostly  passed  upon  Long 
Island.  Of  this  marriage  was  torn  a  son,  War- 
ren, who  has  for  some  years  been  associated  in 
business  with  his  father.  The  daughters  of  Isaac 
n.  and  Jane  (Creed)  Remsen  are:  Lenora,  mnv 
wife  of  John  P».  Fosdick,  youngest  son  of  the  late 
Judge  Morris  Fosdick :  Jennie  Estelle,  now  wife 
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of    S.    X.    Decker,  who     conducts    a    large    ice 

business  purchased  from  his  father-in-law:  and 

Isadore  F.,  who  is  unmarried  and  resides  with 
her  parents. 

CHARLES    G.  KEIL. 

Charles  G.  Keil,  an  energetic  and  successful 
agriculturist  and  hotel  proprietor  residing  near 
Farmingdale,  Long  Island,  was  born  in  New 
York  city,  January  i,  1859.  His  father,  Charles 
G.  Keil,  was  a  native  of  German v,  whence,  in 
1855,  he  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  New 
York  city,  where  he  pursued  his  trade  of  baker. 
Five  years  later  he  removed  to  Farmingdale, 
Long  Island,  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  thirtv  acres,  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  life 
devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna  C.  Barcke- 
maier,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  in  which  coun- 
try the  ceremony  took  place.  Mr.  Keil  died  July 
28,  1894;  he  was  vsurvived  by  his  widow,  who  is 
at  the  piresent  time  (1903)  residing  with  her  son 
on  the  home  farm,  having  attained  the  age  of 
eighty-tw^o  years. 

Charles  G.  Keil  was  reared  to  manh(X)d  upon 
his  father's  farm,  attended  the  common  school 
of  the  neighborhood,  where  he  acquired  a  prac- 
tical education,  and  subsequently  assumed  the 
complete  management  of  the  farm,  meeting  with 
more  than  ordinary  success  in  this  undertaking. 
His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  fine  land,  well  cultivated,  and  his  commodious 
and  attractive  residence,  where  for  the  past  fixe 
vears  thev  have  accommodated  summer  boarders, 
is  beaut  if  ulv  located  and  surrounded  bv  shade 
and  ornamental  trees,  commanding  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  surrounding  country.  ]\Ir.  Keil  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  serv- 
ing in  the  capacity  of  road  master  and  school 
trustee,  being  the  incumbent  of  the  latter  named 
position  for  five  years,  and  serving  as  inspector 
of  election  fourteen  years. 

He  is  prominently  affiliated  with  the  Inde- 
])endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  organ- 
ization he  is  treasurer  :  he  is  founder  of  the  Hicks- 
ville  ^  )r(ler  \o.  ^^k).  from  which  he  demitted  and 


formed  the  Farmingdale  Lodge  Xo.  613,  having 
held  all  the  offices  in  the  order.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Rebekahs'  .Vccacia  Lodge  of  Hicksville, 
of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  member  and  past 
grand;  a  member  of  Unqua  Lodge  Xo.  192,  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  a  member  of  Court 
Xassau  No.  396,  Foresters  of  America,  at  Fann- 
ingdale,  l)eing  past  supreme  ranger  of  the  same. 
In  1876  Mr.  Keil  married  Frances  Corsa,  who 
died  in  1892.  Their  children  are:  Frank  and 
Edith  Keil.  Subsequently  Mr.  Keil  was  united 
in  marriage  to'Elfriede  von  der  Burg,  and  two 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union  :  Anna 
and  Elsa  Keil. 

WATKIX    W.    JOXES. 

Probably  no  citizen  of  Long  Island  has  been 
mc^re  active  and  successful  or  engaged  in  a  laiger 
mimber  of  important  enterprises,  than  lias  Wat- 
kin  W.  Jones.  He  also  enjoys  the  high  disrirc- 
tion  of  an  honorable  military  record  covering  a 
period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
including  the  Civil  war  period.  He  is  of  Welsh 
descent,  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Hilliard) 
Tones.  His  father  was  for  a  short  time  a  resiclcnt 
of  X^ew  York  city,  and  removed  to  P»rookI\n, 
where  was  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  police  force  in  the  latter  city,  and 
tcx)k  considerable  interest  in  municipal  affair-;. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  his  wife 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  They  w*erc  \he 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  wdiom  three  art* 
living. 

\\  atkin  W.  Jones  was  born  August  10.  1844. 
in  I  Brooklyn.  After  acquiring  a  fair  English  eilu- 
cation  in  the  public  schools,  he  worked  for  a  year 
in  a  pruning  ofiice,  where  he  added  to  his  store 
of  knowledge,  and  subsequently  learned  to  make 
showcases.  The  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  ap- 
pealed to  his  patriotic  spirit,  and  he  turned  aside 
irom  what  would  probably  have  proved  his  life 
work  to  enter  the  military  service.  In  1861  ho 
organized  a  military  company  called  the  "Brook- 
lyn Si>ahis.''  from  the  young  men  of  his  accjuain- 
tance,  and  through  his  effort  the  com])anv  was 
uniformerl   and  drilled   until   it  had   attained   to 
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considerable  proficiency  under  arms.  The  com- 
pany was  to  be  assigned  to  the  Twenty-third 
Regiment,  of  Brooklyn,  which  was  then  being  or- 
ganized, but  that  command  was  not  then  sent 
to  the  field,  and  the  company  did  not  enter  the 
service.  Determined  upon  entering  active  service, 
he  enlisted,  early  in  June,  1862,  as  a  private  sol- 
dier in  Company  A,  Thirteenth  Regiment,  of 
Brooklyn,  then  m  camp  at  Suffolk,  Mrginia.  At 
the  point  named,  the  regiment  formed  a  portion 
of  the  left  wing  of  (General  McClellan's  army,  and 
performed  arduous  service  in  protecting  it  and 
preserving  comnnmication-.  It  was  highly  com- 
mended by  General  John  A.  Dix,  who,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  review,  pronounced  it  "a  sui)erior 
regiment."  Mr.  Jones  was  with  his  regiment 
during  the  campaigns  in  Maryland  and  Pennsyl- 
vania the  following  year,  and  during  its  weari- 
some and  dangerous  guard  duty  in  Brooklyn  at 
the  time  of  the  great  draft  riots.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  he  continued  his  membership  in  the 
regiment  until  his  period  of  service  had  amounted 
to  more  than  twenty-six  years,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived a  medal  commemorative  of  a  continuous 
service  of  twenty-five  years.  He  also  enjoyed  the 
tlistinction  of  being  the  chainpion  marksman  of 
the  regiment,  and  in  1876  was  the  first  winner  of 
the  competitive  medal  offered  by  Tns])ect(ir  Gen- 
eral BrisrSfJ^.  and  was  at  another  time  awarded  the 
veteran  marksman's  medal  ])resentc(l  by  the  state 
of  Xew  York. 

r)n  returning  home  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
^Ir.  Jones  engaged  in  the  u])town  agency  of  the 
Liverpool,  London  and  (jlol)e  Insurance  Com- 
pany, under  the  general  agency  of  William  II. 
Ross.  Mr.  Ross  subsequently  became  secretary 
and  afterward  general  manager  of  the  Queen  In- 
surance Company,  and  Mr.  J(^nes  accom])aiiied 
him.  holding  various  positions  of  trust  under  him 
for  a  period  of  seventeen  years.  Meantime  he 
established  his  residence  at  Jamaica,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  an  insurance  business.  A  year  later  he 
removed  to  Far  Rockaway,  where  he  o])eTie(l  an 
insurance  oftice,  adding  real  estate  to  insurance  in 
January,  1882.  From  that  point,  and  mainly  in 
its  interest,  his  wonderful  energy  and  indomital)le 
resolution  were  directed,  and  to  his  labors  are 

18 


mainly  to  be  attributed  the  remarkable  develop- 
ment of  the  village  and  its  vicinage, — labors  per- 
formed in  s])ite  of  formidable  obstacles  and  per- 
sistent opposition,  which  he  met  with  invincible 
courage,  and  over  which  he  finally  triumphed.  Re- 
sulting partially  from  his  eflfort,  the  abominable 
roads  of  the  town  of  Hempstead  were  ultimately 
succeeded  by  a  macadamized  system  of  unsurpass- 
able excellence.  He  secured,  through  his  personal 
effort,  the  passage  by  the  legislature  of  a  bill  for 
the  construction  of  a  highway  on  Rockaway 
Beach,  and  while  the  measure  failed  through  the 
gubernatorial  veto,  the  beginning  made  possible 
tlie  subsequent  results  attained.  In  order  to  ad- 
vance his  real  estate  business,  Mr.  Jones  estab- 
lished the  Real  Estate  Bulletin,  and  it  became  so 
useful  and  successful  that  he  founded  th«  *'Rock- 
away  Journal,"  a  general  newspaper,  and  some 
ten  years  afterward  he  organized  a  corporation 
to  control  it,  and  retired  from  its  management  a 
year  later.  He  constantly  made  this  paper  the 
exponent  and  arlvocate  of  every  measure  which 
he  regarded  as  contributory  to  the  development 
and  advantage  of  the  community,  in  some  in- 
stances awakening  antagonisms  which  found  ex- 
])ression  in  threats  of  personal  violence,  but  how- 
ever, were  never  attempted  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect. Particularly  was  this  true  with  reference 
to  his  efforts  for  the  establishment  of  the  water 
works  system  and  the  fire  (lei)artment.  He  was 
also  instrumental  in  forming  the  board  of  sewer 
commissioners,  and  served  as  its  president  for 
five  years,  resigning  when  there  was  assurance 
thr'it  an  efficient  sewer  system  would  be  estab- 
lished, hi  iS(;5  he  was  elected  to  the  village 
board  of  trustees,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
village  wa^  al)>orbe(l  by  the  Greater  Xew  York. 
He  gave  long  and  capable  service  as  a  school  trus- 
tee, and  his  influence  was  exerted  to  the  utmost 
in    increasing   the   efiiciency   of   the   educational 

svstem. 

« 

Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  in  which  his  fann'ly  has  been  reared.  He 
holds  fraternal  relatif^ns  widi  the  Masonic  order, 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Cnited  Workmen.  On 
July  6.  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  E. 
Tovce  of  Brooklvn,  who  died  Mav  22,  1870,  after 
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bcarininr  him  six  daughters:  Mrs.  John  T.  For- 
rest, ]\lrs.  Lewis  P>.  Sharp,  Mrs.  Balling  R.  Sharp, 
Annie  \^.,  Mary  H.  and  Elsie  R.  Jones,  the  last 
named  being  dead.  In  October,  1885.  Mr.  Jones 
was  married  to  ^liss  Carrie  C.  T.  Richardson,  a 
native  of  Mount  Desert,  Maine. 

Mr.  Tones  conducts  his  business  affairs  with 
his  old-time  energy  and  carefulness,  and  has 
found  his  efforts  rewarded  with  abundant  success. 
His  insurance  agency  docs  a  larger  business  thai? 
any  other  on  Long  Island,  outside  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  and  his  real  estate  transactions  have 
aggregated  an  immense  sum.  In  the  latter  line, 
through  his  knowledge  of  conditions  and  values 
and  his  excellent  judgment,  many  of  his  customers 
have  been  enabled  to  reap  handsome  returns,  in 
the  spring  of  1899  he  was  unanimously  elected 
president  of  the  Long  Island  Underwriters'  Asso- 
ciation, a  position  which  he  still  occupies. 

REV.  CHARLES    S.  WIGHTMAN. 

The  Rev.  Charles  S.  Wightman,  of  Oyster 
Bay,  Long  Island,  is  descended  from  a  family 
which  traces  its  pedigree  from  Edward  Wight- 
man  (varously  spelled  Weightman,  Wliitman, 
Whiteman,  etc.),  who  was  the  last  martyr  burned 
at  the  stake  in  England.  Little  is  known  of  the 
latter  s  history.  He  was  a  Baptist,  and  was 
burned  at  Litchfield,  England,  April  it,  i6t2. 
He  married  Frances  Durbye,  September  2,  1593, 
at  Burton-on-Trent,  England,  and  the  record  of 
the  births  of  his  large  family  is  still  to  be  seen 
there.  His  son  John,  from  whom  the  American 
branch  of  the  family  is  probably  descended,  was 
born  January  7,  1599. 

George  Wightman,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  luigland  in  1632.  and  emigrated  to  North 
Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  in  1660.  He  married, 
tradition  says,  Elizabeth  Updike,  and  was  the  fa- 
ther of  two  daughters  and  five  sons,  the  eldest 
of  whom.  Daniel,  born  in  1668,  was  for  several 
years  ])astor  of  the  Second  Baptist  church  of 
Newport,  Rhode  Island.  Some  of  the  members 
of  this  church,  moving  to  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Isl- 
and, founded  the  Bai)tist  church  at  that  place, 
Daniel   \\  ightman  himself  being  present  at  one 


of  the  ceremonies  in  1724.    He  died  in  1750.  His 
youngest  brother,  Valentine  Wightman,  was  for 
forty  years  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Gro 
ton,  Connecticut,  where  he  took  a  prominent  part 
in  defending  and  advancing  the  principles  of  the 
Baptist  denomination.     Another  of  the  five  sons 
of  George,  the  emigrant  ancestor,  was  one  also 
named  George,  who  was  born  in  1673,  at  North 
Kingston.     The  name  of  his  first  wife  has  not 
been  preserved,  but  by  his  second  marriage  he 
united  himself  with   Sarah   Ladd.     He  died  in 
1761.    His  son  John,  born  in  1701,  was  a  resident 
of  Warwick,   Rhode  Island,  and  died  in  1770, 
leaving  a  son,  Elisha,  bom  in  1728,  who  ser\ed 
in  the  Revolution,  and  died  in  1827,  at  Warwick, 
where  he  had  been  bom  and  had  spent  his  life, 
having  attained  the  great    age    of    ninetv-niiic 
vears.    His  son  Tohn,  also  of  Warwick,  was  bor^v 
in  I7()i,  married  Sarah  Green,  and  was  the  fatht^^ 
of  nine  children.    Of  these,  Frederick,  born  Apr^*^ 
IT,  1779,  at  Warwick,  was.  like  so  many  of  h  "^  - 
ancestors,  a  Baptist  minister.    He  was  converltir^^ 
in  April,  1801,  and  united  with  the  Baptist  churcr^"' 
of  Coventrv,  Rhode  Island.    In  1806  he  remov 
to  Ash  ford,   Connecticut,  and  began  preachin 
was  ordained  in  1807,  ^"^  preached  at  Aslifo 
eleven  years.     In  1817  he  w'ent  to  Upper  Mi^^ 
dletown   (now  Cromwell),  Connecticut,  whencr^ 
after  a  pastorate  of  fifteen  years,  he  removed     "^ 
another  field  of  lal>or,  in  East  Lvme,  Connecticm^^ 
where  he  remained  ^\q.  years.    In    1837  ^^^  ^^ 
turned  to  Cromwell  for  two  vears,  and  in  i^  ^ 
accej)te(l  a  call  to  Haddam,  Connecticut,  wh 
he  laboretl  for  three  years,  and  in  1842  went 
one  year  to  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.   In  1846 
was  ])astor  at  Rope  Ferry  (now  Niantic),  Conn  -^ 
ticut,  whence,  in  1849,  ^"^^  returned  to  Crom\r  ^ 
and  retired  from  the  active  ministrv.     He  nm  - 
ried.  August   i,  1801,  Mary  King,  of  Coven^ 
Rhode  Island,  and  thev  had  one  child.  Stillr«  ' 
King.     Mrs.   Wightman  died   Aug^ist  29.  if^- 
and    Mr.    Wightman   closed   his   long   career 
arduous  labor  and  unselfish  devotion  Octobe  "i* 
1836,  at  Cromwell,  Connecticut. 

Stillnian  King  Wightman,  only  child  of  Ft"* 
crick  and  Mary  (King)  Wightman.  was  hK"^ 
Tanuarv  S,  iSo^  at  Scituate,  Rhode  Island. 
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of  churches  at  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  Newton, 
New  York ;  Wilmington,  Delaware ;  and  at  other 
places.  Two  of  his  sons  by  a  second  wife  are 
now  in  the  ministry.  Airs.  Wightman,  for  sev- 
eral years  previous  to  her  marriage,  had  been 
the  teacher  of  a  private  school  in  Oyster  Bay. 
She  and  her  husband  were  without  children.  Mr. 
Wightman  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death 
of  his  wife,  who  passed  away  January  2,  1901. 
Edward  King  Wightman,  brother  of  the  Rev. 
Charles  S.  Wightman,  was  born  April  2y^  1835, 
and  graduated  from  New  York  College  in  1854. 
After  the  battle  of  Antietam,  which  was  fought 
September  17,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Hawkins 
Zouaves.  particii)ating  in  sixteen  engagements 
during  the  war,  and  was  finally  shot  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Fisher,  January  15,  1865,  having  been 
the  fifth  one  to  enter  the  front.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  he  was  sergeant  major  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Xew  York  X'oluntcers,  his  com- 
'  mission  as  first  lieutenant  being  received  by  his 
father  from  the  war  department.  Mr.  Wight- 
man  had  entered  the  army  with  the  determination 
of  completing  his  service  to  his  country  in  the 
ranks,  and  it  was  only  within  six  months  of  his 
death  that  he  took  measures  for  promotion,  the 
commission  arriving  after  he  had  testified  to  his 
devotion  by  the  sacrifice  of  his  life. 

E.    R.    DOWNS. 

E.  R.  Downs  is  an  example  of  the  boys  who 
efhicate  themselves  and  secure  their  (nvn  start 
in  life,  determined,  self-reliant  boys,  willini^  to 
w(>rk  for  a<lvantai^os  which  other  bovs  secure 
throucrh  inheritance,  dotinecl  bv  sheer  force  of 
character  to  succeed  in  the  face  of  all  opp(\sition 
and  to  ])ush  to  the  front  in  one  ini])ortant  branch 
of  enterj)rise  or  another.  Although  a  voung  man, 
he  lias  worked  his  way  upward  uiuil  he  now  oc- 
cupies the  responsible  |)osition  of  freitrht  agent 
for  the  Lonj:^-  Island  Railroad  Conij)any,  in  Xew 
^'ork  city. 

Mr,  Downs  was  horn  in  l-Vanklinville,  (llou- 
cester  connly.  Xew  Jersey,  (  )ctol)er  10.  i8r)S.  Tie 
was  reared  to  niruihood  in  his  native  state.  In 
early  life  he  manifested  an  interest  in  telegraphy. 


and  without  any  outside  aid  or  support  he  per- 
sisted in  his  study  of  that  art,  in  which  he  ulti- 
mately became  very  proficient  and  was  able  to 
take  charge  of  an  office.  In  1892  he  came  to 
Long  Island,  and  after  filling  different  positions 
with  the  Long  Island  Railway  Company,  he  was 
appointed  freight  agent  for  the  company  in 
Brooklyn,  later,  in  New  York  city,  assuming  the 
duties  of  that  office  in  June.  1900.  In  whatever 
position  he  has  been  placed  Mr.  Downs  has  per- 
formed his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  His  Hfe  has  been  characterized  by 
energy,  perseverance  and  hard  work,  and  to  these 
principles  his  success  is  due.  As  a  citizen  and 
business  man  he  commands  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him,  and  those  who  have  known  him 
longest  are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends. 

FRANK    M.  CRONISE. 

Frank  M.  Cronise  is  engaged  in  the  brokerage 
business  at  }^'j  Broad  street,  New  York,  and  has 
a   comprehensive  knowledge  of   stocks  and  the 
market,  so  that  he  is  enabled  to  make  judicious 
l)urchases  and  sales.     He  represents  an  old  \  ^^' 
ginian   fannly,  his  ancestors  having  been  plai^^' 
ers  there.     His  fadier,   f.  S.  Cronise,  was  1h:>^ 
in  the    ( )ld    Dominion    and    in    1850    came      ^^^ 
Urooklyn,    where    he    gained    a    wide  reputat^^'^ 
throui^^hout    I  Brooklyn   and    New   York.     He 
gaged     in     the    brokerage    and    banking    Ir 
ness     and     his     name     was     well     known 
financial    ])a]>er.      His    buisiness    methods  \' 
such  as  t*)  bring  him  a  high  measure  of  sua 
and  his  straightforward  dealings  gained  for 
an  unassailal)le  reputation.     He  is  still  livin 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  but  has  now  re" 
from  business. 

In  tlie  Idiirteenth   street  sch(^ol   of  r»ro« M^ 

Frank  M.  Cronise  began  his  education  and  ^^^^ 

attended  the  Columbia  grammar  school.    Hii^^/^wf 
ting  aside   his   text    books   he  entered   upo    x^  ^^> 
business  career  in  connection  with  his  fatl"»-  <^  ^^ 
Wall  street,  and  is  now  connected  with  the"   ^^'i 
of  Lathro])  cS:  Smith,  37  I'.road  street,  this  1^^'//;^ 
owi:  of  the  leading  brokerage  firms  of  the  ^'/(r. 
He  is  meeting  with  verv  creditable  success,  anrf 
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ound  judgment  and  keen  foresight,  based 
a  thorough  knowledge  concerning  the  mark- 
lave  been  the  salient  features  in  his  pros- 

1  1896  Mr.  Cronise  was  united  in  marriage 

iss  Alice  Larzelier,  a  representative  of  an 

ong  Island  family.    For  five  years  they  have 

their  home  at  Far  Rockaway  and  enjoy  the 

tality  of  the  best  homes  of  this  portion  of  the 

:1.     Mr.  Cronise  is  a  member  of  the  New 

Yacht  Club,  in  which  he  has  served  as  gov- 

for  five  years,  and  is  very  popular  in  social 

s,  his  genial  manner  and  power  as  an  enter- 

ig  conversationalist  making  him  a  favorite. 

HOxMER    K.  MARTIN. 

omer  X.  Martin,  who  is  serving  as  road 
lan  of  engines  for  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
)anv  at  Morris  Park,  was  born  in  Brooklvn 
e  i8th  of  February,  1865,  and  in  his  native 
lis  youth  was  passed  in  a  manner  similar  to 
^f  most  lads  of  the  period^  He  spent  consid- 
?  time  in  school,  mastering  the  studies  which 
re  one  for  the  performance  of  duty  in  later 
md  in  July,  1883,  entered  the  service  of  the 

Island  Railroad  Company,  with  which  he 
ince  been  connected.  ?le  acted  as  switch- 
until  May,  1884,  and  on  the  18th  of  June 
at  year  became  fireman,  serving  in  that  ca- 
.'  until  July,  1889.  lie  was  then  promoted 
igineer,  and  from  September,  1889,  until 
.    1890,    he   was   again   fireman.      In    May, 

he  again  took  charj^e  of  an  engine,  and  was 
upon  the  road  until  March  31,  1897.  The 
ving  day  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  road 
lan  and  has  since  filled  the  position  in  a 
table  manner,  meriting  and  receiving  the 
lence  and  conmiendaiion  of  those  under 
1  he  serves.  Promotion  in  the  service  of 
.ong  Island  Cotnpany  comes,  as  it  does  with 

railroad  com])anies.  in  recognition  and  re- 
of  competency,  adaptability  and  energy, 
ing  in  noi^e  of  these  requirements  Mr.  Mar- 
as  steadily  worked  his  way  ui)ward.  and  his 
•ncy  is  indicated  by  the  success  which  has 
led  his  efforts. 


EZRA    FRED    KNAPP. 

The  interesting  ancestral  history  of  this  gen- 
tleman, in  both  the  lineal  and  collateral  lines,  has 
been  traced  out  with  historical  accuracv,  and  is 
given  in  full  in  the  following  paragraphs: 

Nicholas  Knapp  came  to  America  in  1630 
with  Winthrop,  and  lived  at  Watertown,  Weth- 
ersfield  and  Stamford.  The  name  of  his  wife 
was  Eleanor,  who  died  at  Stamford  in  1670,  and 
her  nine  children  were  as  follows :  Jonathan,  bom 
December  ^'j,  1631,  died  the  same  day;  Timothy, 
lx)rn  December  14,  1632;  Joshua,  bom  January 
5,  1635:  Caleb,  born  January  20,  1637;  Sarah, 
born  January  5,  1639 ;  Ruth,  January  6,  1641 ; 
Hannah,  March  6,  1643  '•  Moses  and  Lydia. 

Joshua  Knapp,  who  was  born  January  5, 
i^>35.  <licd  October  27,  1684,  at  Greenwich,  Con- 
necticut. On  June  9,  1657,  he  married  Hannah 
('lose,  and  their  eight  children  were:  Hannah, 
born  in  1659 :  Joshua,  born  in  1662 ;  Joseph,  bom 
in  1664:  Ruth,  in  1666;  Timothy,  in  1668:  Ben- 
jamin, in  1673:  Caleb,  in  1677;  Jonathan,  in 
1679. 

Jonathan  Knapp  was  born  in  1679  ^^  Green- 
wich. Connecticut.  The  first  name  of  his  wife 
was  Susannah,  and  their  children  were  Jona- 
than   and    Joshua,   the   latter   bom    March    16, 

1730- 

JcMiathan  Knapp  was  born  at  Greenwich.     He 

died  about  17^/),  and  his  wife  Susannah  was  ap- 
pointed guardian  to  his  children,  who  were  all 
minors  excei>tinj;  one.  The  names  of  their  seven 
children  were  Jonathan,  ['kter,  Silas,  Rachel, 
Hannah,  Susannah  and  Abigail. 

Peter  Knai)p  was  born  February  25,  1755, 
and  died  April  13,  1839,  at  Spafi"ord,  New  York. 
He  was  a  j^rivate  in  the  Third  Regiment  of  the 
Westchester  county  mihtia  under  Captain  Sam- 
uel Haight,  and  under  the  land  bounty  rights  he 
secured  a  farm  of  six  hundred  acres  at  Si)afi"ord, 
Xew  York,  to  which  place  he  moved  in  1806 
from  Stamford,  Delaware  county.  New  York. 
On  May  18,  1775.  ^^^  ^^'^^  married  at  Rye,  New 
York,  to  Dinah  Guion.  the  daughter  of  John 
( inion  and  Amia  Hart ;  the  former  traced  his  an- 
cestry through  two  of  the  name  of  Louis  to  Louis 
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Guion,  who  was  born  in  France  in  1654  and  died 
in  New  Rochelle,  New  York;  the  latter  was 
probably  the  daughter  of  Monmouth,  and  the 
granddaughter  of  Jonathan  Hart.  There  were 
twelve  children  born  to  Peter  and  Dinah  Knapp : 
Sarah,  bom  April  28,  1776,  married  Elijah 
Hadden;  Anna,  born  October  3,  1777,  died  Oc- 
tober 26,  1828;  Cynthia,  born  May  13,  1780,  died 
April  18,  1867,  and  married  Ellis  Taft;  Elijah, 
born  December  9,  1782,  died  January  2^,  1867, 
and  married  Betsy  Eiirdick ;  John,  born  August 
22,  1785,  died  January  17,  1874,  and  married 
Mamry  Hotchkiss;  Hanna,  born  March  9,  1789, 
died  December  14,  1868,  and  married  John  In- 
gersoll;  I*etkr,  born  February  4,  1791,  died 
March  24,  1875,  and  married  Saberah  Babcock ; 
Mary,  born  July  29,  1793 ;  Isaac,  born  August 
29»  1795*  married  Mary  Berry;  Silas,  born  De- 
cember 30,  1797,  died  December  16,  1888,  and 
married  Flora  Barber;  James  D.,  born  March 
2}^,  1800,  died  September  28,  1855 ;  Kortright, 
born  April  30,  1803,  died  January  17,  1883,  and 
married  Lucy  Skinner. 

Peter  Knapp,  the  seventh  in  the  last  named 
familv,  was  born  at  Stamford,  Delaware  county, 
New  York,  February  4,  1791,  and  died  at  Scott, 
New  York,  March  24,  1875.  He  w^as  married 
February  26,  18 15,  to  Saberah  Babcock,  the 
daughter  of  Ezra  Babcock  and  Saberah  Stillman  ; 
the  former  was  son  of  Oliver,  son  of  Colonel  Oli- 
ver, son  of  John,  son  of  James  liabcock,  who  was 
born  in  England  in  161 2,  and  died  in  1679  at 
Westerly,  Rhode  Island :  Saberah  Stillman 
traced  her  descent  through  Joseph,  Josej)!!, 
George,  to  George,  who  was  born  in  1654  at 
Steeple  Aspen,  Wiltshire,  England,  and  died  in 
1728  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  Peter  and 
Saberah  Knapp  had  nine  children :  Stephen 
Closk,  born  January  17,  1816;  Euretta,  October 
I,  1817;  Sally  Ann,  February  16,  1820;  Asher, 
ALiy  16,  1822;  Riley,  April  29,  1825;  ^linerva, 
December  14,  1827;  Ezra  B.,  February  26,  1830; 
E])inetus,   August    13,   1833;  Clarence,  Aj^ril  22, 

1836. 

Stephen  Close  Kna])]\  was  Ixjrn  at  Sj^afford, 
Now  ^'ork^  January  17.  1816,  and  was  married 
June   14,    1846,   in   Cattarugus  county,  to  Eliza- 


beth C.  Smith ;  her  father  was  Isaac  Smith  of 
Old  Milford,  Connecticut,  and  her  mother,  Eliza- 
beth Edwards,    was    descended    from  Alanson 
Edwards,   Ebenezer,   Nathaniel,    Nathaniel,  and 
Alexander,    who     came     from    Wales    to    this 
coimtry  about  1640.    There  were  ten  children  of 
this  union,  whose  names  and  dates  of  births  are  as 
follows:    Edward  Herman,  September  20,  1S47; 
C'vnthia     Eveline,    January    8,    1849;    Burdette 
Riley,  June    23,  1850;  Adelbert,  June   8,  1852: 
Alice  C.  and  Annice  M.,  twins,  July  25,  1854; 
Sarah,  September  3.   1856,  died  May  16,  1864; 
Orville,  July  26,  i860,  died  November  28.  1861  \ 
Willard  Hubert,  August  i'2,   1862;  Ezra  Freo, 
May  21,  1868. 

Tin*ough  these  seven  forefathers  is  Ezr"- 
Fred  Knapp  descended,  thus  bringing  his  ance^ 
tral  history  down  from  the  first  American  & 
tier.  Ezra  Fred  Knapp  was  bom  May  21,  i 
at  Fabius,  New  York.  On  October  25,  185^-*; 
he  was  married  at  Madison,  New  Jersey,  to  Ma-  ^ 
tha  B.  Peck ;  her  father  Theodore  M.  Peck,  i 
descended  through  Stephen  M.,  John,  Jud^ 
John,  Joseph,  Joseph,  Joseph,  and  the  orgin^ 
American  ancestor,  Henry  Peck ;  Martha  PecV-c: 
mother  is  Susan  Howell,  whose  line  of  desce"*^ 
goes  back  through  Echvard,  Ezekiel,  Gideo"> 
Edward,  Richard,  Richard,  Edward,  Henry  ar^ 
William.  One  child  was  born  to  Ezra  Fr^ 
Knapp,  on  July  5,  1897,  Frederick  Malcom. 

Mrs.  Ezra  Frmd  Kxapp  has  the  foUowi*^ 
ancestry  on  the  maternal  side :  Martha  Bald\W 
Peck,  is  the  daughter  of  Susan  Howell  and  Tl'^ 
odore  M.  Peck,  the  latter  the  son  of  Stephen  ^ 
son  of  John,  son  of  Judge  John,  son  of  Josct 
son  of  Joseph,  son  of  Joseph,  son  of  Henry. 

Susan  Howell  was  the  daughter  of  !Mary 
and  Edward  Howell,  the  latter  the  son  of  E 
kiel,  son  of  (jideon,  son  of  Edward,  son  of  Ri< 
ard,  son  of  Richard,  son  of  Edward,  who  was  ^ 
organizer  of  the  first  English  settlement  witrl 
])resent  bounds  of  Xew  York  state,  viz.,  Soi-i " 
amptdu.  Eong   Island. 

Mary  Lcc  was  the  daughter  of  Abigail  ^-^ 
ram  and  Major  William  Lee,  the  latter  the  ^^ 
of  TlioiiKis,  son  of  l()se])h,  son  of  William. 

Abigail  i>yram  was  the  daughter  of  Susann^ 
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\\'ai=ilibum  and  Jcptha  Byrain,  the  later  the  son 
of  CZTaptain  Ebenezer,  son  of  Captain  Nicholas, 
soil    of  Nicholas. 

f:>iisanna  Washbiini  was  the  dadghter  of 
Anras,  Alden  and  Eleazar  Washbiini,  the  latter 
tlie  son  of  Noah,  son  of  Sanuiel,  son  of  John,  son 
of  John,.  Anna  Alden  was  the  daughter  of 
-A.ni-ia  Keith  and  Captain  Ebenezer  Alden,  the  lat- 
ter the  son  of  Isaac,  son  of  Joseph,  son  of  John 
-.Allien  and  Priscilla  Mullens. 

^Anna  Keith  was  the  daughter  of  F.lizabeth 
Fot>es  and  Joseph  Keith,  the  latter  the  son  of 
James  Keith  and  Susanna  Edson. 

l£]izabeth  Fobes  was  the  daughter  (^f  Eliza- 
l^eth  Howard  and  Edward  Fobes,  the  latter  the 
soil  of  Caleb,  probably. 

Elizabeth  Howard  was  the  daughter  of  Mar- 
tlia.    liayward  and  John  Howard. 

Alartha  Hay  ward  was  the  daughter  of  Su- 
sa.nna  and  Thomas  Havward,  the  latter  the  son 
^f  Thomas. 

Another  line  of  ancestry  is  of  interest,  run- 
^in^    back  through  thirty-seven  generations : 

(  I )  Ezra  Fred  Knapp,  the  son  of  Fllizabeth 
^'  Smith  and  Stephen  Close  Knapp.  (2)  Eliza- 
t^eth  C.  Smith,  the  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Ed- 
warcls  and  Isaac  Smith.  (3)  Elizabeth  Edwards, 
^"^  daughter  of  Alanson  Edwards  and  F]lizai)eth 
•^icKay.  (4)  Alanson  Edwards,  the  son  of  Lucy 
^^  3>rTier  and  Ebenezer  Edwards,  who  was  the 
fourth  son  of  Nathaniel  Edwards  and  Mary 
^^^ong.  (5)  •  Lucy  Warner,  the  daughter  of 
*^^^rk  Warner    and    Lvdia    Phelps.      ((V)    Mark 


^^rner,  the  son  of  Abigal  Montague  and  Mark 


^i"ner.     (7)  Abigal  Montague,  the  daughter  of 
*-^*^aI   Downing  and   Richard   ^lontague,    who 
^^  ^"^lo  to  America  in   i^>34  and  was  a  settler  at 
^^ley,    Massachusetts.     (8)  Abigal    Downing, 
^    claughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Downing,  whose  mar- 
is not  recorded ;  he  came  to  America  from 


th 

^^^Vvich,  England.     (9)  Rev.  Dr.  Downing,  the 

^  of  George  Downing  and  ]>^rcas  P>lois,  daugh- 

T>^^         of    William    Gruncleberg.       (to)     George 

r^     "^V-ning.  the  son  of  Elizabeth  Wingiicld  and  wSir 

_^^r>flfrey  Downing  of  Poles,  I'elcham]),  Norfolk, 

^Sland.     (11)  Elizabeth  Wingfield,  the  daugh- 


of  Thomas  Wingfield  and  Elizabeth  Wood- 


house,  the  former  of  Kimberly,  Norfolk,  Eng- 
land. (12)  Thomas  Wingfield,  the  son  of  Sir 
John  Wingfield  and  Margaret  Doward,  the  only 
daughter  of  Richard  Doward.  (13)  Sir  John 
Wingfield,  the  son  of  Sir  John  Wingfield  and 
Elizabeth  F^itz  Lewis,  second  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Fitz  Lewis.  ( 14)  Sir  John  Wingfield, 
the  son  of  Elizabeth  (iousell  and  Sir  John  Wing- 
field. (15)  Elizabeth  Gousell,  the  daughter  of 
l^leanor  Vwt:  Allen  and  Sir  Robert  Gousell.  (16) 
ICleanor  I'itz  Allen,  the  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Fitz  Allen,  Lord  of  Arundel,  and  Eleanor  Malt- 
ravers.  (17)  Sir  John  I'itz  Allen,  the  son  of 
Lady  Eleanor  Plantagenet  and  Richard  Fitz 
Allen,  third  FLarl  of  .\rundel.  (18)  Lady  Elea- 
nor Plantagenet,  daughter  of  Henry  Planta- 
genet and  Maud,  the  daughter  of  Sir  l^atric 
Chaworth.  (  19)  Henry  Plantagenet,  the  son  of 
Ednuind  Plantagenet  and  Planche,  queen  dow- 
ager of  Navarre.  (20)  Edmiuid  Plantagenet, 
the  M)n  of  the  Plantagenet  King  Henry  III 
and  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Raymond,  Count  of 
Provence.  (21)  Henry  HI,  the  son  of  King 
John,  surnamed  Lackland,  and  Isabelle,  daugh- 
ter or  Ayn'.er.  Count  of  Angoulaine.  {22)  John 
Lackland,  the  son  of  Henry  II  and  Eleanor  of 
Aquitaine.  ( 2},^  Henry  II,  the  son  of  Empress 
Matilda  and  Geoffrey  Plantagenet,  Count  of 
Anjou.  (24)  ]Mii])ress  Matilda,  the  daughter  of 
Henry  \  (  r.eauclerc )  and  Maud  the  Good,  daugh- 
ter of  Malcom  H 1  of  Scotland.  (23)  Henry  I, 
the  son  (^f  Matilda  and  William  the  Conqueror. 
(26)  Matilda,  the  daughter  of  P>aldwin  (Fair- 
beard).  (27)  lialdwin,  the  son  of  P>al(lwin  and 
Rosaile,  daughter  of  Perringer,  second  king  of 
Italv.  (2*^^  Baldwin,  the  son  of  Arnolf  and 
Alisa,  daughter  of  Herbert,  Cotmt  of  V'erman- 
dois.  (29)  Arnolf,  the  son  of  Baldwin  and  El-^ 
frida,  daughter  of  Alfred  the  Great.  (30)  Bald- 
win, the  son  of  Princess  Judith  and  Baldwin,  the 
first  Count  of  Flanders.  (31)  Princess  Judith, 
the  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald  and  Ermene- 
trude,  daughter  of  the  Count  of  Orleans.  (32) 
Charles  the  Bald,  the  son  of  Louis  the  Debon- 
naire  and  Judith  the  Fair.  (33)  Louis  the  Deb- 
onnaire,  the  son  of  Charlemagne  and  Ilildegard, 
a  Suabian  princess.     (34)  Charlemagne,  the  son 
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of  Pepin  le  Bref.  (35)  Pepin  le  Bref,  the  son  of 
Charles  Mart  el  and  Rotrude.  (36)  Charles 
Martel,  the  son  of  Pepin  de  Heristal,  a  grand- 
son of  Pepin  von  Landen,  who  was  bom  about 
560  and  died  in  639. 

Ezra  Fred  Knapp,  whose  family  history  has 
been  given  above,  is  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  Hempstead,  Long  Island.  He  was 
born  in  Fabius,  Onondaga  county,  New  York, 
and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  C.  and  Elizabeth  C. 
(Smith)  Knapp,  the  former  of  whom  was  bom 
in  Spafford,  New  York,  and  the  latter  in  Catta- 
raugus county,  and  they  now  reside  at  Preble, 
Courtland  county,  New  York,  having  retired 
from  a  prosperous  farm  life.  Mr.  Knapp  was 
educated  with  special  reference  to  his  subsequent 
career  as  a  teacher,  attending  the  public  school 
of  Syracuse,  the  Normal  Training  School  at 
Courtland,  New  York,  and  received  a  special 
course  in  the  New  York  University.-  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  teaching  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  subse- 
quently taught  seven  years  in  the  public  schools 
of  New  Jersey,  five  years  of  that  period  having 
been  spent  as  principal  of  the  public  school  at 
Summit.  In  iS^)  he  was  appointed  princii)al  of 
the  PTempstead  school,  at  which  time  the  daily 
attendance  numbered  four  hundred  and  seven- 
teen pupils,  but  at  the  present  time  his  efficient 
manai^cmcnt  has  increased  the  daily  attendance 
to  six  hundred  and  forty  pu])ils.  He  at  once  in- 
augurated the  departmental  plan  of  instruction, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  and  shows  good  results. 
After  the  school  was  ])lace(l  under  the  regents,  in 
i8<)7,  there  had  been  no  scholars  graduated  until 
1900.  when  one  completed  the  course,  while  in 
the  following  vear  there  were  three,  and  in  the 
present  nine  will  he  graduated  at  this  institution. 
During  the  past  vear,  hy  entertainments  and 
other  means,  the  school  succeeded  in  raising 
money  which  was  doubled  hy  the  state,  and  was 
used  t(^  furnish  the  assembly  room  with  works 
of  ar^  consistinin'  of  plaster  casts  of  many  men 
of  roiK^wn,  as  well  as  pictures  of  all  kinds.  The 
school  also  contains  a  s])lendid  library,  which  is 
at  the  disposal  of  the  scholars  at  all  times,  while 
on  the  to])  «1oor  is  a  gymnasium  and  tennis  court. 


which  is  always  in  use  when  the  scholars  are  free 
from  their  studies.  For  three  years  Mr.  Knapp 
officiated  as  president  of  the  Union  county  ( New 
Jersey)  Principals'  Association,  and  religiously 
he  is  a  member  of  tlie  Prebvterian  church. 

JOHN  DUNLAP  WELLS,  D.D. 

The  Rev.  John  Dunlap  Wells  of  BrookhTi, 
New  York,  was  bom  October  25,  181 5,  at  Whites- 
boro,  Oneida  county,  New  York,  and  is  the  son 
of  Solomon   Wells  and    Marion   Dunlap.    The 
former  was  the  son  of  Edmund  Wells,  Jr.,  and 
Wealthy  Ann  Goodrich ;  Edmund,  Jr.,  was  the 
son  of  Edmiuid  Wells  and  Mary  Howell :  and  Ed- 
mund, the  son  of  Thomas,    of    Worcestershire, 
England,   and   Elizabeth   Merrill,    of    Saybrook, 
New  England. 

Marion  Dunlap  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
John  Dunlap  and  Catherine  Curtenius.  Tlie 
former  was  the  son  of  John  Dunlap.  Father  and 
son  came  from  Delphington,  county  of  Lanark, 
Scotland,  in  the  autumn  of  1774,  intending  to  re- 
turn in  the  spring  of  the  next  year,  and  to  bring 
the  rest  of  the  family  to  America  as  their  perma- 
nent home.  In  1775,  however,  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  opened,  and  they  enlisted,  John,  Jr., 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  they  were  in  the 
army  nearly  two  years,  seeing  hard  and  dangerous 
service  at  the  siege  of  St.  Johns  and  elsewhere, 
under  General  Montgomery.  The  father  died  at 
Albany  in  camp,  and  the  son  afterward  studied 
for  the  ministry  in  the  Associate  Reformed  (now 
ITm'ted)  Presbyterian  church,  and  was  pastor  of 
a  church  of  that  body  many  years.  He  was  after- 
ward a  missionary  of  the  Young  Men's  Missionary 
Society  of  New  York  city,  and  established  a  num- 
ber of  churches  in  the  state.  Catherine  Curtenius, 
his  wife,  was  the  second  daughter  of  Peter  Cur- 
tenius. Esc|.,  who  held  the  office  of  state  auditor 
(now  comptroller),  and  lived  in  the  citv  of  New 
York. 

John  Dunlap  Wells,  the  grandson  and  name- 
sake of  the  Rev.  John  Dunla]),  graduated  from 
Union  College,  Schenectady.  New  York,  with  the 
class  of  1838.  He  was  principal  of  Green  Acafl- 
eniv.  Tfuntsville,    Alabama,  from    1838   to    1840: 
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lated  from  the  theological  seminary  at 
etor,  Xcw  Jersey,  in  1844;  was  licensed  to 
h  the  gosjiel  by  the  presbytery  of  North 
•  in  1842;  supplied  the  summer  chapel  of 
5  Lenox,  Esq.,  near  New  Hamburg,  New 
;  was  minister  of  a  Presbyterian  mission  at 
Drner  of  Madison  avenue  and  Twentv-ninth 

m 

,  New  York  city,  from  1844  ^^  1847;  ^"^^ 
It  the  parish  school  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
h.  New  York  city,  from  1847  to  1849.  He 
)rdained  by  the  presbytery  of  New  York,  in 
iry,  1850.  At  the  same  time  he  became  pas- 
f  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Williamsburg, 

Island,  now  known  as  the  South  Third 
t  Presbvterian  church  of  New  York  citv, 
<\\n  borough.  He  succeeded  the  Rev.  Eu- 
P.  Stevenson  in  the  pastorate  of  this  church, 
lich  he  still  remains  as  senior  pastor  (March, 
),  his  son,  the  Rev.  Newell  Woolsey  Wells 
g  been  installed  as  junior  pastor,  April  18. 

The  followmg  churches  have  been  colon- 
from  the  South  Third  Presbyterian  church : 
Vinslie  Street.  Troop  avenue,  and  the  Ross 

Presbyterian  churches. 
1  1858  Dr.  Wells  traveled  in  (ireat  l*»ritain 
reland.  and  crossed  to  l-Vancc.  In  1887  he 
ed  the  continent  and  visited  Yosemite,  X'alley 
i'ellowstone  Park.  Dr.  Wells  is  the  author 
:*  following  works:  "Saved  by  (irace,  or  the 
Week  in  the  Life  of  Davis  Johnson,  Jr." 
tor  in  the  Sickroom:"  "Boys  and  Young 
in  Relation  to  P>usiness :"  "Little  Walter  of 
using:"  and  a  number  of  sermons  and 
hlets. 

r.  Wells  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  foreign 
ons  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  V.  S. 
ith  which  he  has  been  connected  since  1854. 
)f  which,  in  1877,  he  was  vice-president,  and 
1884  president.  Since  1875  he  has  been  one 
e  trustees  of  Princetc^n  Theological  Semin- 
md  was  for  years  a  member  of  the  board  of 
S'ew  York  State  Colonization  Society.  In 
he  received  from  Union  College  the  degree 
"^ctor  of  Divinity. 

T.  Wells  married.  May  i,  i84().  Jessie, 
hter  of  David  Henderson,  and  his  wife,  Jes- 
airns.     Of  ihe  seven  children  born  to  them 


the  following  are  living:  Newell  Woolsey,  now 
junior  pastor  of  the  South  Third  street  Presby- 
terian church,  who  married  Kate  Fuller  Smith,  of 
Cooperstown,  New  York:  Louisa  Henderson, 
who  became  the  wife  of  James  H.  Post,  of  Brook- 
lyn ;  John  Dunlap,  Jr.,  who  married  Mary  Jose- 
phine White,  of  Brooklyn ;  Helen  M.  and  Mary 
N.  unmarried. 

David  Henderson,  father  of  Mrs.  Wells,  was 
the  son  of  David,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
Scotland  early  in  life,  and  soon  attached  himself 
to  the  infant  navy,  continuing  in  it  during  the 
struggle  for  independence.  He  married  Mildred 
Allen,  and  settled  in  Fredericksburg,  Virginia, 
where  he  was  a  successful  merchant,  and  an  elder 
in  the  Presbyterian  church.  David,  his  son,  the 
father  of  Jessie,  became  a  wholesale  merchant  in 
New  York  citv.  Afterward,  and  for  manv  vears, 
imder  all  the  changes  of  administration,  until  his 
death  at  eighty-one,  he  was  in  the  custom  house 
in  the  city.  He  was  a  confessor  of  Christ.  Jessie 
Cairns,  his  wife,  born  in  Scotland,  was  the  mother 
of  thirteen  children. 

WILLIA:\r    J.  ROSE. 

William  J.  Rose,  general  freight  agent  of  the 
Long' Island  Railroad,  was  born  at  Erin  Hill, 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  October  5,  1852.  At 
the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Warren  and  Franklin  Railroad,  a  line  then 
lx?ing  constructed  under  the  ausi)ices  of  and  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
access  to  thq  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania.  Dis- 
playing a  natural  talent  for  railroad  work,  he 
has  since  continued  the  ])rofession,  and  his  record 
shows  that  he  has  filled  many  and  important  posi- 
tions with  marked  success.  Serving  under  Mr. 
A.  J.  Cassatt,  then  superintendent  of  the  Warren 
and  Franklin  Railroad,  Mr.  Rose  accompanied 
him  to  Altoona.  Pennsylvania,  when  Mr.  Cassatt 
was  made  superintendent  of  motive  power  and 
machinery  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  at  that 
point.  Meantime  the  Warren  and  Franklin,  and 
the  r^armers  and  the  Oil  Creek  railroads  were 
consolidated  as  the  Oil  Creek  and  Alleghany  Riv- 
er Railroad,  thus  securing  to  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
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road  interests  a  belt  line  of  the  oil  regions.  Mr. 
Rose,  because  of  his  pioneer  experience,  was  then 
again  assigned  to  duty  on  this  line.  Subsequent- 
ly, for  the  purpose  of  promoting  a  larger  west- 
bound tonnage  over  the  main  line  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  by  the  introduction  of  anthra- 
cite coal  in  the  markets  of  the  west  and  south- 
west, there  was  created  in  the  interest  of  th^ 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  a  corporation  known  as 
the  Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Anthracite  Coal  and 
Transportation  Company,  and  Mr.  Rose  was  at 
once  assigned  to  this  work,  with  headquarters 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1 87 1  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  purchased 
and  reorganized  the  Monongahela  Valley  Rail- 
road as  the  Pittsburg,  Virginia  &  Charleston 
Railroad,  and  Mr.  Rose  was  made  general  freight 
and  passenger  agent,  serving  in  that  capacity  for 
a  period  of  eight  years,  when  the  road  became  the 
Monongahela  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road. Mr.  Rose  was  then  appointed  commercial 
agent  of  the  main  line  and  branches  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  west  of  Harrisburg  to  Pitts- 
burg. Pennsylvania,  inclusive,  and  including  his 
former  territory,  the  Monongahela  Valley. 

In  1879,  an  unexpected  vacancy  occurring, 
Mr.  Rose  was  appointed  general  agent  of  the 
Pennsvlvania  Railroad  and  Northern  Central 
Railroad  for  the  fast  local  freight  lines,  with 
headquarters  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  He 
held  that  i)osition  until  it  was  abolished  by  the  re- 
organization of  the  commercial  or  freight  depart- 
ment, when  he  was  made  division  freight  agent 
of  the  Philadelphia,  Frederick  and  Schuylkill  di- 
visions. On  May  i,  1899,  he  was  again  promoted 
as  division  freight  agent  of  the  united  railroads 
of  the  New  Jcrsev  division  of  the  Pennsvlvania 
Railroad  at  Philadelphia,  filling  that  position  un- 
til January  15,  ujoi.  when,  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road having  purchased  the  Long  Island  Railroad, 
he  was  a])pointcd  general  freight  agent,  a  posi- 
tion for  which  he  is  singularly  well  fitted  by  long 
and  tried  experience  in  the  business.  Tt  thus  ap- 
]>ears  that  although  only  now  in  the  prime  of  life, 
]\Ir.  Rose,  for  a  period  r)f  almost  forty  years,  has 
been  closely  idetuified  with  the  most  ])rogressive 
commercial    hist<»rv    of    the    Pennsvlvania    Rail- 


road, and  his  selection  from  among  its  large  coxn\ 
mercial  staff  for  the  delicate  and  difficult  dutiJ^^ 
now  devolving  upon  him,  is  a  marked  recogniL  ^^ 
of  the  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  l^h^ei 
bv  the  standard  railroad  of  America. 


JARVIS  S.  WIGHT,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  LL. 


In  the  comparison  of  the  relative  value  to  rnan- 
kind  of  tlie  various  professions  and  pursuits  to 
which  men  devote  their  time  and  energies,  it  is 
widely  recognized  that  none  is  more  important 
than  the  medical  profession.     Man's  most  price- 
less treasure  is  life,  and  throughout  all  ages  close 
study  and  attention  have  been  given  to  the  mastery 
of  tlie  great  fundamental  laws  of  life  and  healtVi- 
Investigation  has  broadened  the  field  of  knowled 
until  the  work  now  accomplished  by  the  medi 
faculties  seems  marvelous.  Among  those  whoha-'^^ 
been  leaders  in  the  work  of  solving  the  mysteri  ^ 
attendant   upon    the    phenomena   of   life   is  l^^  *" 
Wight,  who  has  carried  his  researches  far  beyo'«:'> 
those  of  others  and  has  gained  knowledge  that  Irm  ^ 
proven  of  great  practical  value  and  benefit  to  t: 
human  race.    He  is  today  recognized  as  one  of 
most  distinguished  surgeons  of  the  country.    '. 
has  a  large  private  practice,  is  one  of  the  m 
celebrated  lecturers  in  the  Empire  state,  is  der 
of  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  and  at  t- 
same  lime  is  a  student,  continually  thinking  up^ 
new  and  broader  lines  of  labor  in  connection  w  ' 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery. 

A  native  of  Centerville,  Allegany  county,  N 
York,  Jarvis  Sherman  Wight  was  born  Janu^ 
^,  1834,  unto  I'zzier  and  Caroline  (Van  Bure^ 
\\'ight.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas  Wi 
wh.o  came  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  Americ 
tT.^v  His  maternal  ancestors  were  from  Holl 
They  took  up  their  residence  in  the  Mohawk  ^v^  - 
le\'  in  an  early  period  in  the  colonial  historv' 
America.  A  brother  of  a  member  of  the  ^'  * 
lUireti  family  who  first  came  to  this  country  ^^^ 
tied  at  Kinter  Hook,  and  from  him  is  descerit^^* 
the  l)rancli  of  the  family  to  which  President  ^  ^ 
Riiren  belonged. 

Dr.     W'iHit     obtained     his     earlv     educaf»<^^^ 
tliroii^h  close  j)ersonal  study  while  living  in  Wc-^^" 
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fi<:'l<^l.  New  York,  whither  his  parents  removed 
a.l>oi.it  1843.  He  was  graduated  in  Tufts  College 
in  JT  ^i,  with  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  and 
vx-oxi  that  of  master  of  arts  in  1882,  while  in  1894 
tl-isit:  of  doctor  of  laws  was  conferred  upon  him. 
i^  medical  education  was  obtained  in  the  Col- 
^  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  and  in  the  Long 
Tsla.nd  College  Hospital,  being  graduated  in  the 
ln.tt:ti*r  institution  with  the  degree  of  Docti^r  of 
ZM  c^<  licme  in  t8()4.  Since  that  time  he  has  engaged 
^i"i  5:>ractice  in  Brooklyn,  and  is  indeed  an  orna- 
mei-it  to  the  profession,  b'or  many  years  he  has 
do  voted  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  sur- 
gr^c-sil  work,  in  which  he  has  accjuired  an  enviable 
re;  j>  VI  tat  ion.  He  has  i)er  formed  the  most  difficult 
operations  known  to  surgery,  including  the  treat- 
^^'^e-i-it  of  a  stab  wound  of  the  heart.  He  is  a  most 
'"^I>icl  operator,  believing  that  time  saved  in  an 
opei-ation  is  an  important  element  in  maintaining 
^i^e*.  His  success  in  this  branch  of  the  ])n)fession 
^s  cre^rtainly  due  in  a  large  measure  to  his  wonder- 
^^il,  minute  and  accurate  ac([uaiutance  with  anat- 
^'"'^>~,  combined  with  an  extjuisite  power  of  diag- 
nosis, a  cool  head,  steady  muscles  and  great  me- 
chanical genius.  No  man,  living  or  dead,  no  mat- 
^^^  liow  great  the  halo  of  glory  or  recollections 
^"^t:  may  arise  at  the  mention  of  the  name,  ever 
*^^r.l  more  or  better  success  attending  his  efforts 
^  i^^lieve  the  ailments  of  suffering  humanity  than 
^av"^  followed  as  the  direct  seciuence  of  the  work 
^*  "tliis  truly  great  surgeon.  During  his  long  ex- 
*^^^icnce  in  the  practice  of  surgery  he  has  recog- 
*^^<1  the  need  of  manv  surgical  instruments 
**^^h  his  inventive  genius  has  devised.  Among 
^^5ie  may  be  mentioned  artery  forceps,  forceps 
^^"Cirism  needle,  self-threading  needle  especially 
^^pted  for  the  closing  of  abdominal  wounds, 
^^^^sure  forceps  for  arresting  hemorrhage,  the 
J^^t:  ever  made,  beaked  knife  for  opening  the 
\^^^ths  of  blood  vessels,  ether  inhaler,  bone  drill, 
"-^  clamp,  hysterectomy  clamp  and  others. 

The  Doctor's  contributions  to  medical  litera- 

.  ^^^  have  been  many  and  valuable,  and  his  opin- 

^^'^s  are  largely  regarded  as  authority  throughout 

^^   medical   fraternity  of  the  country.     Among 

^^^  waitings  which  have  appeared  in  book  form 

^re:     "A  Treatise  on   Mvodvnamics,"   *'A   Me- 


i 


morial  of  I^Vank  Hastings  Hamilton,  M.  D.," 
''Suggestions  to  the  Medical  Witness''  and  **A 
Memorial  of  Orlando  Williams  Wight,  M.  P." 

For  more  than  thirty  years  Dr.  Weight  has 
taught  medicine  and  surgery,  sometimes  giving 
as  many  as  ten  lectures  per  week.  He  has  fre- 
quently conducted  six  clinics  each  week  and  has 
often  performed  minor  operations  on  the  follow- 
ing Sundays.  Although  he  has  delivered  more 
medical  lectures  than  any  other  teacher  in  the 
L'nited  States,  he  has  never  read  a  single  lecture 
or  even  taken  notes  into  the  lecture  room.  Dur- 
ing: the  last  vear  of  the  Civil  war  he  was  assist- 
ant  surgeon  by  contract  in  the  Cnited  States 
armv  at  Baltimore.  For  some  vears  he  was  as- 
sistant  surgeon  in  the  Long  Island  College  Hos- 
])ital,  was  professor  of  materia  medica  and  thera- 
l)eutics  from  1870  until  1874,  registrar  from 
1 870  until  1884,  professor  of  principles  .and 
])iactlce  of  surgery  and  clinical  surgery  since  1874, 
])rofessor  of  o])(rative  and  clinical  surgery  since 
1884,  and  dean  of  the  faculty  since  1895.  He  has 
been  consulting  surgeon  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital 
since  i88s,  of  the  l>rooklvn  Eastern  District 
Hos])ital  since  i8()2,  and  consulting  surgeon 
to  the  New  York  Srate  Flospital  for  the  Rup- 
tured and  Cri])pled.  I  le  was  the  founder  of  the 
Long  Island  College  Hospital  Alumni  Associa- 
tion, was  its  ])resident  in  1884  and  has  also  been 
the  president  of  the  Surgical  Society  of  Brooklyn, 
of  which  society  he  was  the  founder,  and  with 
which  he  has  a  membershi])  connection.  He 
wrote  the  first  constitution  of  the  Societv  of  Med- 
ical  Jurisprudence,  was  elected  the  first  vice  pres- 
ident of  the  organization  and  declared  its  presi- 
dent. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  County  of  Kings,  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Societv,  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion,  the  American  Surgical  Association,  the 
Physicians  National  Association,  the  British 
Medical  Association  and  Physicians  Mutual  Aid 
Association  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Wight  was  married,  January  19,  1871,  to 
Miss  Mary  Center,  daughter  of  Joseph  Center,  an 
attorney  in  Hrooklyn,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  three  children  :  Joseph  Center,  who  mar- 
ried I'^dith  lY'titt,  of  Brooklyn,  and  is  an  attorney 
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of  New  York ;  Jarvis  Sherman  Wight,  Jr.,  a  phy- 
sician, who  was  graduated  in  the  Long  Island 
College  Hospital  in  the  class  of  i&)5  and  married 
Ida  Robbins,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey,  by  whom 
he  has  one  child,  Evelyn ;  and  Carol  \"an  Buren. 
who  married  Alice  Stall  Knecht  and  is  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  in  Brooklyn.  Dr. 
Wight  is  a  man  of  high  intellectuality,  broad  hu- 
man sympathies  and  tolerance,  and  imbued  with 
fine  sensibilities  and  clearly  defined  ])rinciples. 
Honor  and  integrity  are  synonymous  with  his 
name,  and  he  enjoys  the  respect,  confidence  and 
high  regard  of  the  community. 

Dr.  J.  Sherman  Wight  was  born  twent\-eight 
years  ago.  and  is  a  son  of  the  eminent  Dr. 
Jarvis  Wight,  well  known  as  the  dean  of  Long 
Island  College  Hospital.  He  was  educated  in  the 
grammar  schools  and  later  under  private  tutors, 
graduating  at  the  Polytechnic  Institute  in  1892 
with  the  degree  of  B.  S..  and  in  1893  at  Long  Isl- 
and College  Hospital  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
He  has  since  been  engaged  in  active  practice, 
making  some  specialty  of  surgery.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Kings,  the  State  Medical  Society,  the  l>rooklyn 
Pathological  Society,  and  is  assistant  visiting  sur- 
geon to  Long  Island  Hosj^ilal.  He  is  a  lecturer 
and  ojKTator  in  clinical  surgery  as  well  as  an  o])- 
erator  in  practical  obstetrics.  He  is  a  medical 
examiner  for  the  New  ^'o^k  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  served  one  year  as  interne  in  the  Long 
Islan<l  Hospital. 

He  has  prepared  a  number  of  papers  which 
have  been  read  before  the  medical  societies  and  a 
number  of  which  liave  been  reported  in  medical 
journals.  .\nion^'  some  of  the  more  important 
was  a  pajKT  on  1  double  I'Oetation,  which  was  re- 
])orte(l  in  the  Xew  ^^»rk  Medical  journal:  also 
a  re]»ort  of  cases  of  stricture  of  tlie  dee])  iirethra. 
lie  ]>re])are(l  a  report  of  tlie  new  method  of 
X-ra\^  ])lioto.L::rai)hy.  whicli  was  ])ul)lishe(l  in  the 
1 ']u'la(lrl])]iia  Medical  .Journal  :  also  a  report  of 
ca-M's  now  cotiiinLT  out  in  the  lironklyn  Medical 
Journal,  lu-sides  uunicrous  other  articles. 

lie  was  married  t<>  Ida  Kohbins,  of  Moores- 
town.  Xew   hi'sc w  ;in<l  tliex  have  oiu-  child. 


J.  EDWARD    SWAXSTROM. 

J.  Edward  Swanstrom,  president  of  the  bor- 
ough of  Brooklyn,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  born 
July  26,  1853.  His  father,  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Swan- 
strom, was  a  .Swede,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  company  with  John  Ericsson,  the  inven- 
tor of  the  "Monitor,"  the  originator  of  the  new 
type  of  war  vessels.  Young  Swanstrom  began  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Brooklyn  and 
completed  it  in  the  University  of  the  City  of  Xew 
York.  He  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  under 
the  preceptorship  of  Miller,  Peet  &  Opdyke,  of 
Xew  York  city,  and  then  pursued  a  full  course  in 
the  law  school  of  the  University  of  the  City  of 
Xew  York,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1878,  with 
the  highest  honors  attainable.  He  at  once  entered 
upon  private  practice,  which  soon  became  exten- 
sive, and  the  reports  of  the  state  bar  attest  the  ex- 
tent and  importance  of  the  cases  which  have  been 
committed  to  his  care.  He  has  alwavs  been  an 
earnest  friend  of  education,  and  he  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Brooklyn  board  of  educa- 
tion  and  of  its  most  important  conmiittees.  and 
was  for  some  time  its  president.  In  190 1  Mr. 
Swanstrom  was  elected  president  of  the  b<^rough 
of  P)ro()klyn. 

FRKDRRICK   W.   GELSSEXHAIXKR. 

As  some  writer  expresses  it  *'Great  is  the 
strength  of  an  individual  soul  true  to  its  hii::ii 
trust."  How  comparatively  few  there  are  of  the 
world's  countless  human  beings  of  whom  it  can 
be  said  that  they  recognize  the  strength  and  capa- 
bilities of  their  own  lives.  The  truly  great  is  n..i 
he  who  aniasses  and  hoards,  living  a  life  of  sel- 
fishness, but  he  who  recognizing  the  full  ])ower> 
with  whicli  he  has  been  invested  turns  them  to 
account  for  the  n])lifting  and  advancement  of  hi^ 
peo])lr.  .Such  is  the  life  we  are  about  to  c«»nie:ii- 
])late. 

hVederick  W.  ( ieissenhainer,  of  Sea  C'itV. 
Loul:  Island,  was  born  at  \'incent,  Che>ter 
coiniiv,  Penn^vlvania.  March  20,  182^,  and  i^  a 
descendant  of  a  lonti'  line  of  sclu^larlv  ance-^l'-r^. 
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who  have  each  in  turn  left  behind  in  departing 
to  the  higher  Hfe  a  record  not  only  honorable,  but 
creditable  to  the  multiplicity  of  benefits  they  have 
rendered  mankind,  lioth  his  father,  who  was  a 
native  of  Montgomery  county,  and  his  grandfa- 
ther were  named  Frederick  \V..  and  b<.)th  were 
ministers  of  the  gospel.  Mr.  (leissenhainer,  of 
whom  we  write,  is  the  seventh,  measured  by 
^generations,  who  has  borne  the  name  I'rederick 
William,  the  majority  of  them  being  prominent 
Lutheran  ministers.  During  the  tenth  century 
hv  consent  of  the  Prussian  government,  the  sur- 
name, which  was  originally  Geissenheimer.  was 
changed  to  the  present  name.  A  section  of  the 
country  along  the  Rhine  bears  the  name  of  this 
distinguished  family.  They  possess  a  family 
seal,  and  the  significance  of  the  name  ( ieissen- 
hainer  being  "the  home  of  the  goats,"  it  is  re])re- 
sented  by  the  device  of  a  gc^at  un<ler  a  tree. 

Rev.  Dr.  P'rederick  W.  ( icissenhainer.  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Prussia, 
and,  as  before  stated,  a  LiUbcran  minister. 
He  was  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments,  being 
particularly  noted  as  a  master  of  the  Hebrew, 
r^tin  and  Greek  languages,  and  was  the  first  to 
<lemonstrate  the  value  of  anthracite  coal  in  the 
melting  of  iron.  For  years  he  acted  as  pastor  of 
Christ  Lutheran  church,  situated  in  PVankfort 
street.  New  York  city.  During  the  Revolution- 
ary war  this  church  was  the  only  one  not  dese- 
crated by  P)ritish  soldiers,  which  fact  was  ac- 
counted for  by  that  the  Hessians  attended  wor- 
ship there.  Subject's  father  entered  the  minis- 
tr\  in  the  year  1818.  when  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age,  in  which  profession  he  continued  imtil 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  June  2,  1879.  He 
CKcupied  the  ptilpit  of  St.  Paul's  chiuxh.  Sixth 
avenue  and  Fifteenth  street,  Xew  York  city,  for 
about  forty  years. 

^fr.  Geissenhainer  (subject)  received  his  pre- 
liminary education  at  the  Columbia  grammar 
school  in  Xew  York  city,  entered  the  Xew  York- 
University  in  1837  ^"^^  graduated  in  July,  184 1. 
He  then  read  law  in  the  office  of  Counselor  John 
Anthon.  who  at  that  time  was  one  of  Xew  York's 
prominent  attorneys,  and  in  1844  entered  Yale 
Law  School,  where  he  was  graduated  in  184^),  was 


admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  same  year  and  opened 
an  office  in  Xew  York  city.  It  was  not  long  l>efore 
Mr.  Geissenhainer  became  prominent  as  a  lawyer, 
but  notwithstanding  his  success  in  the  profes- 
sion he  retired  in  the  year  1872  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  same  year  went  to  Sea  Cliflf,  where  he 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land.  Several  years 
later  he  became  a  permanent  resident  of  Sea  Cliff, 
occupying  the  old  house  located  on  Eighth  and 
Xinth  avemies.  between  Prospect  and  Central  av- 
enues. At  that  time  Sea  Cliff  was  a  mere  wilder- 
ness, possessing  a  scattered  jKjpulation  of  about 
three  hundred  people.  Even  the  summer  visi- 
tors were  few.  as  there  were  no  accommodations 
for  them  and  those  who  did  attempt  to  make  of  it 
a  summer  resort  lived  in  tents  of  their  own  erec- 
tion, h  was  not  long,  however,  before  Mr.  Geiss- 
enhainer recognized  the  needs  and  necessities  of 
the  village,  and  t(K)k  u])  the  tedious  and  expensive 
task  of  general  im])rovement.  Thus  the  personal 
effort,  influence  and  generosity  of  this  one  strong 
character  have  been  instrumental  within  a  (luar- 
ter  of  a  century  in  the  development  of  the  village 
fn^m  an  obscure  Methodi.st  camp  ground  into 
one  of  the  prettiest  and  most  popular  summer  re- 
sorts on  Long  Island.  There  is  scarcely  an  im- 
provement in  the  place  that  has  not  felt  the  effects 
of  his  generosity,  as  he  has  been  a  liberal  stib- 
scriber  toward  scIk^oIs.  water  supply,  churches, 
and  tuimeroi's  other  advantages  which  the  village 
now  enjoys. 

He  figured  cons])icu()usly  in  the  early  life  of 
St.  Luke's  l\piscopal  church  as.  though  belong- 
ing to  the  Lutheran  communion,  his  sympathies 
were  broad  enough  to  make  him  ever  ready  to  do 
more  than  his  fair  share  in  every  movement  for 
the  advancement  of  human  kind. 

Among  tile  b.onorable  positions  which  Mr. 
( ieissenhainer  has  occupied  may  be  mentioned 
the  following :  He  was  manager  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Arts  of  Xew  York  from  1850  to 
186 1  ;  trusJee  ot  ilie  Xew  York  Juvenile  Asyluiu 
from  t86;  to  i87();  was  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can  Photographic  Society,  and  captain  and 
chaplain  of  the  l^^irst  P)rigade  of  Xew  York  Horse 
Artillery  in  1846,  commissioned  by  (JoveriK^r  Si- 
las Wright ;  he  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
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Watbiirg  Orphans  Farm  School  at  Mt.  Vernon ; 
he  was  elected  first  president  of  the  village  of  Sea 
Cliff  by  a  large  vote:  he  was  one  of  the  prime 
movers  in  the  establishment  of  a  sujiimer  home 
for  aged  and  infinii  Metodists.  This  was  one 
of  the  finest  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  state, 
and  its  existence  was  principally  secured  by  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Geisscnhainer.  He  was  also 
instrumental  in  organizing  a.  fire  department,  ex- 
pending a  large  sum  of  money  for  apparatus, 
equipment,  etc.,  and  as  a  mark  of  appreciation  the 
company  bears  the  name  of  F.  W.  Geisscnhainer 
Engine  Company. 

June  22,  1879,  Mr.  Geisscnhainer  was  mar- 
ried to  Lucretia,  daughter  of  John  Whitman; 
they  have  no  children.  Although  at  this  time 
(1902)  in  his  seventy-eighth  year,  he  still  enjoys 
excellent  health,  and  is  always  interested  in  dis- 
cussing  current  topics,  on  which  he  is  very  well 
posted.  He  bears  the  reputation  of  possessing 
extreme  good  nature,  and  treats  his  visitors, 
whether  rich  or  poor,  with  the 'same  courteous 
consideration.  His  home  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful residences  in  Sea  Cliff  and  is  situated  most 
<Ielightfully,  commanding  from  the  rear  windows 
a  magnificent  view  of  the  sound,  while  Rye,  New 
Rochelle,  Pelham,  Glen  Cove  Highlands  and 
Mamaroneck  are  distinctly  discernible.  Many  of 
the  attractive  points  of  Sea  Cliff  are  in  view,  in- 
cluding a  long  stretch  of  beach.  The  one  and  a 
half  acres  of  ground  surrounding  the  house  are 
prettily  laid  out,  and  the  stable  and  cow  pasture 
occupy  another  one  half  acre  of  land  on  the  ad- 
joining block. 

GEORGE    McNAUGHTON,  AI.  D. 

Among  those  occui)ying  the  front  rank  of  the 
Brooklyn  medical  profession,  and  pre-eminent  in 
certain  lines  of  surgery,  is  Dr.  George  McXaugh- 
ton,  of  Clinton  avenue.  He  was  bom  in  Mum- 
ford,  Monroe  county,  Xcw  York,  July  4,  1856, 
son  of  Daniel  C.  and  Margaret  (Blue)  Mc- 
Naughton.  His  father,  who  was  a  manufacturer 
of  agricultural  implements,  was  a  son  of  Peter 
McXaughton,  who  removed  to  Monroe  county 
from  Gahvay,  Saratoga  county,  where  Dr.   Mc- 


Naughton's  great-grandfather,  a  native  of  Scrrot- 
land,  was  an  early  settler.  Daniel  C.  McNaiv^^: 
ton  was  born  in  1808,  and  died  in  1879 ;  his  vx-yj, 
ow  surv'ives,  and  yet  occupies  the  old  homest^^^j 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  ten  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  came  to  matur/t  v, 
and  of  whom  but  three  are  deceased. 

Dr.  McXaughton,  the  eleventh  child  in  rl-ie 
family,  was  educated  under  the  old  Scotch  pl^^ 
of    ministerial     tuition,     and     was     thorouglily 
grounded  in  the  English  branches.     He  enters  ^ 
upon  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  Bellevue  Ho^* 
pital  Medical  College,  and  was  graduated  wiC^^ 
his  degree  in  1878.    An  intemeship  of  one  year  i  ^ 
the  Charity  Hospital  of  Jersey  City  was  of  mat 
rial  advantage  to  him,  affording  him  an  oppcv 
tunity  for  observation  of  a  wide  range  of  cas^^s 
and  for  a  beginning  in  practice.    After  practici 
for  a  vear  in  LeRov,  Xew  York,  his  ambition  1 
him  to  seek  a  larger  field,  and  in  188 1  he  locat 
in  Brooklyn.  For  a  time  his  practice  here  was  oi 
general  nature,  but  he  soon  developed  a  spec 
aptitude  for  gynecology  and  abdominal  surgcrv 
and  for  several  years  past  he  has  given  his  attcr'M. 
tion  almost  exclusively  to  these  departments 
medical  science,  having  attained  to  a  degree 
proficiency  which  has  established  his  reputat 
as  one  of  the  most  able  and  successful  operato 
in  Greater  Xew  York.     Enthusiastic  in  his 
sire  for  personal  improvement,  and  to  contribv 
to  the  advancement  of  the  profession  and  the   1 
lief  of  suffering  humanity,  he  has  always  bee 
watchful  observer  and  intent  student,  and  he  W  ^ 
(levisc'J    various   methods   and  appliances   wlii  «^ 
have   been    of   great    usefulness.      He    has    a. 'Li 
given    much     attention    to    laryngeal     surg;j^<;^  "^^ 
and  he  was  the  first  in  Brooklyn  to  take  up  in."^  ' 
bation  of  the  larnyx  and  to  report  that  operat  i  «^ 
with  anti-toxine  treatment.     An  invalid's  coa.<^ 
first   suggested  by  him,  is  now  in  general     "■-*  ' 
throughout  the  civilized  world.    His  observati*=>'* 
and  views  with  reference  to  various  professio*^  -* 
topics,  more  i)articularly  under  the  head  of  g>'^^*^^ 
ology,  form  valuable  contributions  to  medical  1^^* 
erature,  consisting  of  papers  read  by  him  hc{<^^^ 
])rofessional  bodies  in  which  he  holds  memb^^' 
ship,  and  placed  in  i)ermanent  form  through  t/'^ 
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president  of  the  Brooklyn  Savini2^s  I>ank,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  since  remained,  his  sound  judg- 
ment directing  the  affairs  of  that  important  insti- 
tution. Otherwise  he  is  enjoying  that  rest  from 
business  cares  to  w'hich  a  long  and  honorable 
career  of  activity  in  the  trade  circles  of  the  land 
well  entitles  him. 

Mr.  Smith  has  for  many  years  been  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  educational  conditions  of 
our  land,  believing  intelligence  to  be  the  basis  of 
a  strong  nation,  and  his  influence  and  support 
have  ever  been  given  to  the  furtherance  of  educa- 
tional movements.  Since  1896  he  has  been  the 
president  of  the  Packer  Collegiate  Institute  of 
Brooklvn,  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Lone:  Island  His- 
tcrical  Society.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Brooklvn 
Hospital  and  is  connected  with  many  benevolent 
and  charitable  institutions,  but  shuns  every  ap- 
pearance of  notoriety  in  this  regard.  His  career 
has  been  guided  by  a  spirit  of  usefulness  and  of 
conscientious  obligations.  He  is  a  man  of  digni- 
fied appearance,  commanding  respect  through  an 
honorable  life. 

TRUMAN    J.  BACKUS,  LL.  D. 

The  gentleman  here  named  has  a  wide  repu- 
tation in  literary  circles,  and  possesses  a  weight 
of  character,  a  native  sagacity,  a  far-seeing  judg- 
mcnt  and  a  fidelity  of  ])urpose  that  commands  the 
respect  of  all.  A  man  of  indefatigable  enterprise 
and  fertility  of  resource,  he  carves  his  name  deep- 
ly on  the  records  of  I)ro(>klyn  in  connection  with 
the  educational  interests  of  the  city. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Locke,  Cayuga 
county,  Xew  \'ork,  P'eb.ruary  i  i,  1S42,  and  his  fa- 
ther was  a  distinguished  P)a])tist  divine  and  for 
nian\'  years  held  the  position  of  corresponding 
secretary  and  executive  officer  of  the  American 
r.a])tist  llonio  Missionary  Society.  ( )n  the  pa- 
tcrna.l  side  the  ancestry  can  l)e  traced  back  to 
r>aac  liackus.  of  (Iroton,  Massachusetts,  while 
<»n  th«.'  maternal  side  he  is  descended  from  Roger 
Willi'ims. 

Fti  the  ])nl)lic  schools  of  the  city  ^^\  Xew  "N'ork 
Truman  [ay  llackiis  ac(|nire<l  hi>  elenientar\'  edn- 
caticn.  which  was  sU]>plemented  In    study  in  the 


high  school  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  where  he 
prepared  for  college.    He  entered  the  University 
of  Rochester  in  i860.  He  was  graduated  with  his 
class   at  the  University  of  Rochester   in    1864. 
With  the  intention  of  making  the  i)ractice  of  law 
his  life  work,  he  began  reading  the  text-books 
containing  the  fundamental  principles  of  juris- 
prudence, but  abandoned  the  study  of  law  when 
invited  to  accept  the  chair  of  English  literature  in 
V'assar  College.     Mr.  Backus  entered  upon  his 
duties  at  Vassar  after  the  college  had  been  opened 
for  one  vear,  and  for  sixteen  vears  he  remained 
an  active  member  of  the  faculty  of  that  institu- 
tion.     He  was  in  charge  of  the  department  of 
English  literature  and  the  collateral  department 
of  rhetoric.     He  introduced  the  method  of  the 
theme,  now  prevalent  in  colleges,  where  fine  work- 
is  done  in   English,  and  he  abandoned  the  old 
method  of  teaching  the  history  of  literature,  pre- 
ferring to  teach  the  literature  itself. 

In  1883  ^Ir.  Backus  was  invited  to  accept  the 
headmastership  of  the   Packer  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute of  Brooklyn,  and  accepted  the  position.    The 
school  was  gradually  trans fomied  along  the  lines 
looking   toward   systematic   departmental   train*- 
ing  in  languages  and  science  and  literature.    The 
corps  of  teachers  was  largely  increased.     Strong 
efforts  were  made  by  the  friends  of  the  higher  ed- 
ucation of  women  in  the  ciiy  of  Brooklyn  to  haye 
the  institute  take  a  charter  as  a  college  to  confer 
degrees,   but    Hr.    l>ackus  t(:K)k   the  position  and 
stronji'Jy   maintained   it  that  the  need  of  higher 
ed' '.cation  of  women  at  this  time  is  not  the  lar^^er 
number  oi  colleges,  but  of  moilel  scho<:>ls  doing 
a<lyanc.ed   work    in    the   secondary    irrades.      \W< 
aim   iias  been  to  maintain  a  higher  high  scliix'l 
f(n-    young    women    than    it    to    be    found    else- 
where   in    the    country.     His    purj)Ose    in    thi> 
particular    has    been    heartily    ^^ustained    by    the 
i)oanl    or    trustee>,    and    at    this    time    a    course- 
of    ^tiidy  at    the    Packer    Institute    overlaps    tlu^ 
re'^.ilar    C(dlej;e    course    by    about     two    years  - 
Students  from  the  Packer  Institute  have  been  ad- 
mitted at  colleges  as  members  of  junior  classe^^^ - 
The  trustees,  acting  in  accordance  with  the  wishi_i7-5 
of  the  priucij)al,  have  adopted  the  unicjue  jdan  <  ~>/* 
sending  students  to  enter  the  freshman  class  r// 
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e  as  soon  as  prepared,  and  considering  them 
ent  from  the  institute  on  leave.     Such  stu- 

fumishing  the  required  certificate  from 
colleges  that  they  have  maintained  a  high 
ng  in  college  in  the  class  to  which  they  were 
ted,  are  allowed  to  receive  their  diplomas  at 
istitute,  i)rovided  students  thus  absent  on 
make  application  for  such  privileges.    The 

is  that  the  students  going  from  the  insti- 
D  college,  who  secure  such  special  endorse- 
from  the  colleges,  with  few^  exceptions,  se- 
he  diploma  of  the  institute  at  the  time  their 
lates  remaining  in  the  institute  are  gradu- 

The  principal  of  the  institute  believes  that 
•oughly  classified  high  school  with  a  large 
^v  of  teachers  secures  all  the  advantages 
lore  detailed  personal  attention  to  the  wel- 
f  the  student  can  give,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  power  and  enthusiasm  that  can  be  found 
n  work  that  is  done  on  a  large  scale  under 
igh  organization.  Dr.  Jiackus  prepared  and 
need  what  is  known  as  Backus'  Edition 
aw's  History  of  English  literature,  which 
•e  largely  used  as  a  text-book  in  school  than 
:her  history  of  literature, 
uman  Jay  Backus  is  a  member  of  the  Soci- 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  a  member  of  the  Cent- 
^lub,  of  Xew  York,  and  of  the  Hamilton 
of  Brooklyn,  the  president  of  the  board  of 
es  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Asso- 
1,  of  Brooklyn,  and  for  three  years  was  the 
ent  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Long 
I  State  Hospital,  and  is  interested  in  the 
;  care  of  the  insane.  He  is  a  member  of 
null  church,  of  Brooklyn,  and  in  politics  is 
lependent  Republican.  As  such  he  was  ap- 
d  by  Messrs.  Schieren  and  Wurster  as  a 
er  of  the  civil  service  commission  of 
lyn. 

1866   Mr.    Backus   was   married  to   Miss 

C.  Glass,  of  Syracuse,  who  died  in  1881. 
?3  Mr.  Backus  was  attain  married,  to  Miss 

Hiscock,  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
f  X'assar  College.  The  ]:)rominencc  of  Mr. 
Irs.  Backus  is  well  known.    At  this  pcMut  it 

be  almost  tautological  to  enter  into  any 
of  statements  as  showing  our  subject  to  be 

19 


a  man  of  broad  intelligence  and  genuine  public 
spirit,  for  these  have  been  shadowed  forth  be- 
tween the  lines  of  this  review.  Strong  in  his  in- 
dividuality, he  never  lacks  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions, but  there  are  as  dominating  elements  in 
this  individuality  a  lively  human  sympathy  and 
an  abiding  chanty,  which,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  integrity  of  his  character,  have  naturally 
gained  to  Mr.  Backus  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  men. 

FRANK  HARVEY  FIELD. 

Frank  Harvey  Field,  numbered  among  the 
leaders  of  the  legal  profession  in  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  and  whose  peculiar  aptitude  in  the  field 
of  corporation  law  has  brought  him  into  intimate 
professional  and  financial  relations  with  various 
important  corporate  financial  and  commercial 
institutions,  and  who  is  also  prominent  in  leading 
church  and  social  organizations,  maintains  his  of- 
fices in  the  Temple  Bar  Building. 

He  was  born  August  17,  1863,  in  Chicago, 
Illinois.  His  parents,  Cornelius  R.  and  Sarah 
E.  (Henry)  Field,  are  natives  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  the  former  named  born  at  Troy,  and  the 
latter  at  Albany.  The  father  is  descended  from 
an  old  New  England  family,  and  the  mother 
from  French  and  New  England  ancestors.  They 
removed  to  Illinois  at  an  early  day,  and  became 
well  and  favorably  known  in  Chicago,  where  was 
their  residence.  In  t88o  they  came  to  Brooklyn, 
where  they  now  reside. 

Frank  Harvey  Field  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  city.  He  was  pre- 
pared for  the  law  school  by  a  private  tutor,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  law  class  of  Columbia 
College  in  t888,  bearing  away  the  first  honors  in 
the  annual  college  oratorical  contest.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  the  same  year  by  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  entered  upon 
practice,  occupying  offices  with  Arnaux,  Rich  & 
Company  at  No.  18  Wall  street.  New  York,  un- 
der whose  tutorship  he  had  begun  his  legal 
studies  before  entering  the  law  school.  Shortly 
afterward  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Edwin 
S.  Peck,  under  the  firm  name  of  Peck  &  Field,  in 
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New  York  citv,  and  this  was  continued  until 
1897,  when  tlie  firm  was  dissolved,  and  he  en- 
gaged in  practice  alone  in  Brooklyn,  a  valuable 
portion  of  his  clientele  in  the  former  named  city 
continuing  to  be  his  patrons  after  his  removal. 
In  addition  to  a  large  business  in  the  general  lines 
of  his  profession,  Mr.  Field  has  devoted  much  at- 
tention to  corporation  law,  in  which  department 
he  displays  marked  proficiency,  as  is  attested  by 
the  important  corporate  interests  which  have  been 
committed  to  his  care.  He  was  for  a  number  of 
years  coinisel  for  the  Electric  Light  Company  of 
Brooklyn,  and  he  is  at  present  counsel  for  the  de- 
partment store  of  Journeay  &  Burnham,  in  which 
he  is  a  director ;  he  is  a  director  and  counsel  also 
for  the  Williamsburgh  Trust  Company  and  for 
the  American  Stoker  Company  and  for  a  number 
of  other  corporations.  In  all  his  professional 
duties,  as  well  as  in  his  personal  concerns,  he  ac- 
quits himself  as  is  befitting  the  well  etjuipped  man 
of  aftairs  and  the  strictly  honorable  citizen.  His 
standing  in  his  profession  has  found  cordial  re- 
cognition by  the  Brooklyn  Bar  Association,  which 
he  has  served  for  several  years  in  the  capacity  of 
secretary  and  trustee. 

Mr.  Field  is  an  earnest  and  capable  leader  in 
various  fields  of  usefulness  outside  his  profes- 
sion, and  his  interest  and  capability  have  led  to 
his  being  called  to  imi)ortant  positions  where  his 
services  have  been  most  efficient,  and  his  influ- 
ence most  salutary.  With  his  wife,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Washington  Avenue  Ba})tist  church, 
in  which  he  is  a  deacon  and  superintendent  of  its 
Snndav-school.  He  has  served  as  ])resident  of 
the  Slate  l>aptist  Young  People's  I'nion,  and  as 
first  vice-})resident  of  the  National  Baptist 
^Vuiug  IVople's  Union,  and  he  is  now  vice- 
chairman  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  His  po- 
litical affiliations  are  with  the  Re])ublican 
1)3 rt\.  and  he  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  its  prin- 
ciples and  policies  in  national  affairs,  while  he  is 
conservative  and  inde])endent  where  local  inter- 
ests are  at  issue.  He  took  a  ])articularly  active 
p^rt  in  the  nuinici])al  campaign  of  n^oi.  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Cltiz.ens'  I'nion  campaign  com- 
mittee for  Kinijs  count v  he  labored  with  indefa- 


tigable industry  and  masterly  ability.  For  three 
years  successively  he  was  called  upon  to  occupy 
the  presidency  of  the  Brooklyn  Young  Republi- 
can Club.  He  is  a  highly  esteemed  member  of 
various  leading  professional  and  social  organi- 
zations, as  the  Brooklvn  Club,  the  Crescent  Club, 
the  Montauk  Club,  the  Riding  and  Driving  Club 
and  the  Union  League  Club  of  Brooklyn,  and  the 
Law  vers'  Club  of  New  York  citv. 

Mr.  Field  was  married,  June  3,  19CX).  to  Miss 
Mar\'  L.  Sniffen,  a  native  of  Brooklvn  and  a  ladv 
of  intelligence  and  culture,  who  is  an  able  helper 
in  church  and  social  aflfairs.  The  children  bom 
of  the  marriage  are  Reginald,  Ruth  and  Paul. 
The  family  residence  is  at  No.  274  Sterling  Place. 
Brooklyn. 

WIIJJAM  BROWNING  M.  0. 

One  of  the  most  distinguished  specialists  con- 
nected with  the  medical  fraternity  of  Brooklyn  is 
Dr.  \\  illiam  Browning,  whose  successful  treat- 
ment of  nervous  and  mental  diseases  has  gained 
him  marked  ])rominence  in  that  line.  He  was 
born  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  July  7,  1855,  ami 
is  descended  from  one  of  the  old  Pilgrim  families 
that  was  estahlished  in  America  during  the  earli- 
est epoch  of  its  pioneer  settlement.  It  was  Na- 
thaniel r>rowning  who,  crossing  the  Atlantic  frnm 
the  old  world,  took  uj)  his  abode  at  Portsmouth, 
Rhode  Island,  when  that  section  of  the  country 
was  just  being  oi)ened  up  to  civilization,  ^^il^" 
iam  T.  I'rowning,  the  father  of  the  Doctor,  ^v^as 
a  farmer  and  teacher,  and  married  Miss  Xanel- 
Avery,  who  also  belonged  to  an  old  Connecticut 
family.  ( )ne  son  of  the  family,  Aaron  A.  Brown- 
ing, a  graduate  of  Yale,  is  now  a  succesful  attor- 
ney of  X'orwich.  Connecticut,  and  is  prominent  m 
political. circles.  There  are  five  children  in  the 
family. 

Dr  Browning,  of  this  review,  began  his  edu- 
cation in  the  ])ul)lic  schools  and  afterward  pr^-"* 
pared  f<^r  college  in  the  Norwich  Academy.  "^ 
then  entered  Yale  I'niversity,  and  was  grato^co 
in  the  class  of  187^).  with  the  degree  of  Bach*^ 
of  Philo*;«^phy.  For  two  years  he  filled  the  chair 
of  natural  science  and  mathematics  in  an  academy 
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of    Philadelphia,  and  during  the  second  year  he 

also  studied  medicine  under  the  direction  of  a 

preceptor  and  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 

xvliere  he  took  a  course  in  anatomy,  and  in  1877 

w^on  a  diploma.     In  order  to  still  further  perfect 

iTimself  in  the  work  which  he  had  determined  to 

follow  as  a  life  pursuit  he  then  went  ahroad  and 

later   was  graduated  at  the  Leipsic   University, 

with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

Returning  to  the  United  States,  the  Doctor 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  house  staff  of  the 
Ciemian  Hospital  of  New  York  city,  where  he 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  vear  1882.  Earlv 
in  the  following  year  he  came  to  r>rooklyn,  and 
opening  an  ofHce  on  Green  avenue  engaged  in 
g"eneral  practice.  He  early  became  actively  and 
prominently  connected  with  various  medical  so- 
cietit^s  anil  with  the  hospitals  and  dispensaries  of 
the  city,  including  the  Central  Dispensary  and  the 
^-on^  Island  Hospital  Dispensary. 

While  his  practice  of  a  general  nature  reached 
^^rgfe  proportions.  Dr.  Browning  soon  became 
known  as  an  expert  specialist  on  the  subject  of 
nervous  and  mental  diseases.  He  gave  special 
attention  and  study  to  such,  carrying  his  inves- 
^^gration  and  research  wherever  knowledge  had 
previously  led  the  way  and  also  along  original 
lines  of  thought  and  study,  thus  gaining  many 
'^''^hiable  ideas,  which  he  has  put  into  sucessful 
iise  in  his  work.  No  other  phvsician  has  had  a 
iarg»^er  practice  of  this  character,  and  he  is  re- 
^^cled  as  authority  on  all  matters  connected  with 
**^  nervous  system,  so  broad  and  comprehensive 
"^s  been  his  study  and  so  all-embracing  his  pro- 
fessional work.  In  1887  he  became  the  lecturer 
^^  F>livsiology  and  the  nervous  system  in  the  Long 
^i^nd  College  Hospital,  and,  after  occupying  that 
I^^  it  ion  for  about  three  years,  in  1900  he  was 
^ar|^  professor  of  nervous  and  mental  diseases  in 
.  e     same  institution,  and  is  now  connected  wnth 

tri 

e  c^ollege  in  that  capacity.     He  is  also  attendiuj^: 

f^irologist  to  the  Kings  County  Hospital,  serving 

^^e  1893  ♦   attending  neurologist  to  the  German 

^spital:  is  consulting  neurologist  to  the  Nor- 

^5^^^"  St.  John's  Hospital :    attending  neurolo- 

^^^t  to  the  Brooklyn  Hospital,  and  for  several 

^'^rs  has  been  consulting  neurologist  to  the  Long 


Island  State  Hospital,  and  while  in  the  Chil- 
dren's Hospital  he  filled  a  similar  position.  Since 
i8<>o  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Aertzliches  Col- 
legium. It  is  along  the  line  of  his  specialty  that 
he  is  connected  with  the  various  institutions, 
showing  how  highly  he  is  regarded  by  the  pro- 
fession as  authoritv  on  such  matters. 

I'he  Doctor  is  prominent  in  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  County  of  Kings,  w-as  its  librarian 
from  189 1  until  1900,  and  in  1901  was  elected  its 
president.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Med- 
ical Society  from  1892  until  1895  and  at  the  latter 
date  became  a  ])ermanent  member.  He  belongs 
to  the  l>ro()k]yn  Society  for  Neurology,  which  he 
joined  on  its  formation,  and  he  was,  in  1898,  one 
of  the  organizers  and  the  first  president  of  the 
Associated  Physicians  of  Long  Island.  Since 
i8';3  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  American 
Neurological  Association,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Club  of  Brooklyn.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  and  for  the  first  two  years  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Association  of  Medical  Librarians,  of 
which  he  is  still  a  member.  He  is  recognized  as 
an  active  and  valued  member  of  all  these  societies, 
and  for  them  has  prepared  and  read  papers.  He 
has  written  extensively  concerning  nervous  and 
mental  diseases,  and  his  writings  have  gone 
abroad  throughout  the  country,  adding  to  his 
yearly  increasing  fame.  Among  the  books  of 
which  he  is  the  author  is  a  monograph  on  epilepsy, 
published  in  1892:  "V^eins  of  the  Brain."  1884; 
and  "Circulation  of  the  Central  Nervous  Svstem." 
The  "Reference  Hand  Book  of  Medical  Science," 
first  part  published  in  1889,  and  republished  in 
T901,  contains  articles  by  the  Doctor  on  the  same 
subjects  and  on  the  circulation  of  the  brain.  He 
also  prepared  several  articles  for  Sajou's  Annual 
Encyclopedia  of  ]\Iedicine''  on  the  same  subjects 
and  on  brain  hemorrhages  and  vascular  diseases 
of  the  brain. 

Not  alone  in  professional  circles  has  Dr. 
Browning  attained  distinction,  for  he  is  a  favorite 
in  social  organizations  and  in  societies  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  knowledge.  He  belongs  to  the 
Long  Island  Historical  Society,  the  Brooklyn  In- 
stitute of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  Phi  Gamma 
Delta,  a  college  fraternity,  and  the  Union  League 
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Club.  Since  1885  ^^  ^^^^  resided  at  his  present 
home,  at  No.  45  Lefferts  place,  Brooklyn.  While 
his  fame  has  gone  abroad  throughout  the  land  as 
one  of  the  distinguished  physicians  in  his  specialty, 
his  personal  qualities  are  such  as  to  win  friendship, 
and  in  the  city  where  he  is  so  widely  known  he  is 
very  popular  and  is  held  in  the  warmest  esteem 
and  regard. 

DAVID    N.    CARVALHO. 

David  Nunes  Carvalho,  of  world-wide  fame 
for  his  expert  knowledge  of  handwriting  and 
inks,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Philadel- 
phia, September  29,  1848.  He  comes  of  an  ancient 
and  honorable  lineage  in  both  parental  lines.  His 
paternal  descent  is  traced  from  a  Portugal  house 
of  the  sixteenth  centurv.  A  branch  of  the  familv 
was  planted  in  Brazil,  in  1704,  and  in  the  United 
States  in  1735,  when  the  name  appears  in  Penn- 
sylvania. His  father,  Solomon  Nunes  Carvalho, 
bom  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1813,  was 
an  artist,  and  widely  known  for  his  professional 
accomplishments,  and  as  a  traveler  and  author. 
He  was  the  artist  accompanying  the  last  Rocky 
Mountain  expedition  of  Colonel  (afterwards 
General)  John  C.  Fremont,  the  ^'Pathfinder,"  and 
from  his  carefully  kept  diary  he  wrote  a  volume. 
*'Inci(1cnts  of  Travel  and  Adventure  in  the  Far 
West,"  the  most  authentic  and  entertaining  nar- 
rative concerning  the  region  described  wliich  has 
ever  come  from  the  press.  This  work  the  gifted 
author  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Jessie  IVnton  l^Vemont, 
the  wife  of  the  explorer. 

Solomon  X.  Carvalho  married  Sarah  Miriam 
Fttynge  Solis,  whose  ancestry  is  established  by 
certificates  made  under  date  of  1664.,  and  over 
the  siirnatures  of  the  Duke  of  r>rabantc,  the  Duke 
of  Luxemburg  and  the  Count  de  Artois.  She  was 
a  direct  descendant  of  Don  (jonzales  de  lM')nseca, 
who  was  tlie  ambassador  sent  by  Don  Alplionso, 
Kini:^  of  I  ,eon  and  Castile,  to  bring  succor  to  Don 
Sanelio,  King  of  Portugal,  in  1043.  Her  Ameri- 
can ancestors  aj)j)ear  in  16SS  in  W'estcliester 
countv.  Xew  York.  Her  father  was  for  many 
years  a  mercliant  in  Xew  (  )rlcans,  Louisiana ; 
after  retiring  from  business  he  took  up  his  resi- 


dence in  Pleasantville,  New  York,  where  he  died. 
Among  the  children  of  Solomon  N.  and  Sarah 
(Solis)  Carvalho  were  three  who  have  become 
prominent  in  the  city  of  New  York:  David  N. 
Carvalho ;  J.  S.  Carvalho,  of  the  firm  of  Willson^ 
Adams  &  Company,  the  largest  lumber  concern 
in  that  city ;  and  S.  S.  Carvalho,  president  of  the 
New  York  Journal  Company,  a  literature  of  some 
note  and  connoisseur  of  ceramic  art. 

David   N.  Carvalho  begain  his  education  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  after  his   removal  to 
New  York  was  a  pupil  of  ward  school  Xo.  35^ 
the  principal  being  Thomas  Hunter,  now  presi- 
dent of  the  New  York  Normal  College.    He  pur- 
sued his  advanced  studies  in  the  New  York  Free 
Academy   (now  New  Y'ork  College).     He  later 
took  up   the   study  of  theoretical   and    practical 
photography,  light  and  color,  and  made  some  im- 
portant discoveries  as  the  result  of  his  investiga- 
tions.   Among  these  was  the  separation  of  white 
light  into  complementary  parts  in  order  to  ab- 
sorb the  actinic  rays  on  the  sensitive  plate.     He 
patented  the  photographic  process  by  which  this 
was   accomplished,   and  the  present   ortho-chro- 
matic processes  are  largely  based  upon  the  prin- 
ciples   which    he    demonstrated.     Meantime    his 
studies  led  him   into  his  present   vocation.     He 
appeared  first  as   an   expert   in  handwriting  m 
1876,  and  his  services  in  this  important  capacfry 
came  into  such  urgent  and  constant  demand  that 
in    1884  he  was  obliged   to  abandon  his  photo- 
graphic pursuits.     For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  past  he  has  been  the  leading  American 
ex])ert  in  cases  of  disputed  handwriting  and  in 
the  restoration  or  identification  in  open  court  of 
bleached  out  signatures  and  instruments  of  writ- 
ing, and  he  has  testified  in  the  most  notable  court 
trials  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and  to  the 
number  of  more  than  one  thousand.    For  twenty- 
four  years  he  has  been  the  official  handwritmg 
expert   for  the  grand   jury  and    the  district  at- 
torney of  Xew  York,  and  is  serving  in  that  ^'^' 
])acity  at  the  ])resent  time. 

Mr.  Carvalho  has  made  many  important  ^.''^"" 
tribmions  to  the  literature  of  his  pr(ifes>i<^ti 
thnnigh  leading  American  and  foreign  ni»i?^' 
zines.  along  the  lines  of  color  and  its  application 
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to  photography,  inks  and  disputed  handwritings. 
For  some  time  past  he  has  been  preparing  for  the 
press  a  volume  on  inks,  in  which  he  traces  the 
liistory  of  writing  fluids  and  pigments  from  the 
earliest  day,  with  the  underlying  motive  of  cre- 
atiii<:^  a  sentiment  favoring  refonii  in  the  present 
methods  of  ink  manufacture,  to  the  abandon- 
meii  of  non-enduring  substitutes  for  real  ink  and 
a  re-turn  to  the  lasting  products  of  the  fifteenth 
century. 

INIr.  Carvalho,  maintaining  his  business  office 

at   :^65  Broadway,  New  York,  has  made  his  home 

at  Far  Rockaway  since  1894.   He  has  been  active 

in     the  inception  and  development  of  all  move- 

nients  for  the  advancement  of  public  interests,  and 

has   contributed  in  large  degree  to  the  modernized 

irtiji^rovement   of   the   village   of    which    he  was 

treasurer  at  the  time  of  its  absorption  into  the 

Greater  New  York.     He  was  married,  in  1876, 

t<^     Aliss  Annie  iVbrams.  of  New  ( )rleans,  Loui- 

•**^3>T"ia.     Of    this   marriage    have   been    born    fi\e 

^hilclren:     Adele  ]\Iiriam ;  Bertram   Nunes,  who 

*^    oonnected  with  the  Massasoit  woolen  mills  at 

*^tintingTon,    Massachusetts;   Maie   Nunes,    who 

*^   ^x^ife  of  Carl  F.  Sturhahn,  the  New  York  mana- 

S"CM-     of  the  Munich  Re-insurance  Com])any :  Les- 

-l^ussell  Nunes :  and  Claire   Nunes  Carvalho. 

WILLIAM  N.  DYKMAN. 


li 


"William  N.  Dykman,  son  of  Judge  Jackson  O. 
_>'J<"man.  of  the  supreme  court,  was  born  in  the 
^^**^^ge  of   Cold    Spring.    Putnam    county.    New 
"Ic,  in  1854.    He  comes  of  a  worthy  and  hardy 


of  ancestry  devoted  to  agricultural  and  com- 

^^^^cial  pursuits  and  prominent  in  the  records  of 

^      county    for    many  generations.     Receiving  a 

'  ■  ^  tarv  education  at  West  Point,  after  his  i^^radu- 

^'^n  in  1875  ^^^  ^""^^  assigned  to  the  Twenty-sec- 

.^^^    L'nited   States   Infantry,   stationed   at   Fort 

.|^^^<ly,  in  the  northern  peninsula  of  Michigan. 

^^^^^    regiment  was  variously  transferred, — for  a 

led  to  the  vicinity  of  Buff^alo  and  subsequently 


to 


-  ')akota  and  Montana,  where  he  took  part  in  the 
^^'^paign  against  the  Sioux  Indians  that  followed 


th 


^    Custer  massacre  in  1876. 

In  1877  Mr.  Dykman  resigned  from  the  army 


to  follow  the  legal  profession.  He  began  reading 
law  in  the  office  of  William  H.  Robertson,  at  that 
time  president  of  the  state  senate.  During  the 
session  of  1878  he  acted  as  Senator  Robertson's 
private  secretary.  Admitted  to  practice  the  same 
year,  he  entered  the  office  of  Edgar  M.  Cullen  as 
managing  clerk,  and  later  became  a  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Cullen  &  Bergen.  On  the  election  of  Mr. 
Cullen  to  the  justiceship  of  the  supreme  court  and 
his  consequent  withdrawal  from  the  firm,  Mr. 
Dykman  became  a  member  of  the  succeeding  firm 
of  Bergen  &  Dykman.  Mr.  Dykman's  rapid  rise 
in  his  profession,  his  prominence  at  the  Brooklyn 
bar  and  at  other  courts  before  which  he  has  prac- 
ticed has  been  consistent,  logical  and  a  natural 
se()uence  of  endow^ment.  early  training  and  thor- 
ough scholarly  devotion  to  his  profession. 

Among  the  more  important  litigations  w^hich 
Mr.  Dykman  has  conducted  with  marked  success 
is  included  that  of  the  New  York  &  Brooklyn 
bridge  trustees  in  their  endeavor  to  secure  ade- 
quate terminal  facilities  in  New  York  city.  He 
also  acted  as  counsel  in  the  case  growing  out  of 
the  Scoville  forgeries  and  Wall  street  frauds. 

CHARLES  JEWETT,  A.  M..  Sc.  D.,  M.  D. 

Among  the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
of  Brooklyn  who  have  attained  an  international 
rojmtation  is  Dr.  Charles  Jewett,  professor  of 
gynecology  and  obstetrics  in  the  Long  Island  Col- 
lege Hospital.  He  is  a  native  of  Bath.  Maine, 
and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Hale)  Jewett. 
His  father,  also  a  native  of  Maine,  was  a  sea  cap- 
tain, who  later  retired  to  a  large  farm,  where  he 
l)as^ed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Sarah  (Hale) 
Jewett,  born  in  1815,  died  in  January,  T90T.  Dr. 
Jewett 's  grandparents,  Jonathan  and  Hannah 
(Hale)  Jewett.  removed  from  Massachusetts  to 
Maine  about  1800,  and  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  that  state.  Among  lineal  ancestors  of  an 
earlier  day  were  Moses  Jewett,  who  participated 
in  the  Revolutionary  war:  Jonathan  Jewett  and 
Maximillian  Jewett :  the  latter  named,  with  his 
bnUher  Jo<;eph.  settled  in  Rowley.  Massachusetts, 
in  1^)7.0.  Those  last  named  were  sons  of  Edward 
Jewett,  of  Bradford,  England,  and  previous  to 
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that  the  genealogy  of  the  family  has  been,  traced 
to  one  Henri  de  Jiiatt,  a  knight  of  the  first  Cru- 
saders. Being  Huguenots,  the  family  fled  from 
religious  persecution  to  England,  and  some  of  the 
descendants  continue  to  reside  there.  Maximillian 
Jewett  was  first  deacon  of  the  church  in  Rowley, 
and  was  several  times  a  representative  of  the  gen- 
eral court;  many  of  his  descendants  were  well 
'known  in  New  England  history,  some  of  them 
being  prominent  divines,  authors,  journalists  and 
politicians.  Sarah  (Hale)  Jewett  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Eben  and  Hannah  (Savery)  Hale,  and  her 
prior  ancestors  were  Jonathan  Hale,  David  Hale, 
Samuel  Hale  and  three  successive  Thomas  Hales, 
the  first  of  whom  came  from  Hertfordshire,  Eng- 
land in  1638,  and  settled  in  Alassachusetts. 

Dr.  Charles  Jewett  received  his  early  education 
in  the  high  school  of  his  native  town,  and  in  1864 
was  graduated  at  Bowdoin  College,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Three  years  later  his 
alma  mater  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts,  and  in  1894,  the  centennial  year 
of  the  college,  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Science, 
In  1867  ^^^  began  the  study  of  medicine  under  the 
tutorship  of  Hiram  Lathrop,  M.  D.,  of  Coopers- 
town,  New  York,  attended  a  course  of  lectures  in 
the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  succeeding 
courses  in  the  University  ^Fedical  College  and  in 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Xcw 
York,  and  was  graduated  at  the  last  named  insti- 
tution in  1871,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine. 

Soon  after  graduation  he  located  in  Brooklyn 
and  engaged  in  practice.  For  a  time  his  practice 
was  of  a  general  character,  but  in  later  years  he 
has  given  his  attention  exclusively  to  gynecology 
and  obstetrics.  In  those  lines  he  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  practitioners  in  the 
coiuitrv,  and  his  attainments  have  found  recosf- 
nition  in  his  being  called  to  many  important  posi- 
tions. After  service  for  sonic  time  as  a  member 
of  the  faculty  of  tlie  T-ong  Island  College  Hos- 
pital, he  was.  in  1880,  aj^pointed  professor  of  ob- 
stetrics and  pediatrics,  and  in  1900  succeeded  the 
late  A.  J.  C.  Skene,  M.  I).,  in  llie  j^rofessor.ship  of 
gynecol(^gy.  For  many  years  he  has  occu])ie(l  the 
position  of  consulting  obstetrician  in  the  Kings 


^^ 


Coun*^y  Hospital,  of  surgeon-in-chief  to  the  g:>ne— 
cological    department   of   the    BrookhTi   ThroaL.\ 
Hospital,  of  consulting  g>-necologist  to  the  BusmT 
wick  Central  Hospital,  of  whose  board  of  truste 
he  is  the  president ;  and  he  is  also  a  trustee  of  t*r-i( 
Brooklyn  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital. 

While  busily  occupied  with  his  perscMial  pra^(*. 
tice  and  the  duties  of  college  and  hospital  po^f, 
tions,  Dr.  Jewett  is  an  active  member  of  many  0/ 
the  most  important  professional  societies,  anior?-: 
them  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Kiii^^^ 
of  which  he  was  president  in  1878-80 :  the  BrooA*. 
lyn  Pathological  Society :  the  Brooklyn  Gyneco* 
logical  Society,  of  which  he  w-as  president  in  1893: 
the  New  York  Obstetrical  Society,  of  which  he 
was  president  in  1894;  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine:  the  Medical  Societv  of  the  State  of 
New  York;  the  American  Academy  of  ^Medicine: 
the  New  York  Physicians'  ^Mutual  Aid  Associ- 
ation, of  Avhich  he  was  vice-president  in  1891-3; 
the  American  Gynecological  Society :  the  Associ- 
ated Physicians  of  Long  Island :  the  RrookhTi 
Medical  Societv,  and  the  Associated  Phvsicians 
of  the  City  of  Greater  New  York.  He  has  also 
been  complimented  with  honorary  membership  in 
the*  Detroit  Gynecological  Society  and  in  the  Brit- 
ish Gvnecological  Society.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  International  Congress  of 
(gynecologists  and  Obstetricians,  an  organization 
numbering  among  its  members  many  of  the  lead- 
ing specialists  of  the  country,  and  in  1893  he  was 
honorary  president  of  the  Pan-American  Medical 
Congress. 

Dr.  Jewett  has  made  many  contributions  to 
professional  literature,  the  more  important  of 
which  are  regarded  by  the  profession  as  standard 
authorities,  and  have  had  extensive  sales,  while 
all  have  received  warm  commendation.  His  own 
volume  titles  are  ''Essentials  of  Obstetrics"  and 
"A  Manual  for  Childbed  Nursing."  He  edited 
"Practice  of  Obstetrics,  by  American  Authors, 
and  was  a  contributor  to  ''American  Texthook  01 
Obstetrics,"  Hamilton's  ''System  of  Legal  Medi- 
cine," Keating  &  Coe's  "Gynecology,"  and  F^^" 
ter's  "Handbook  of  Thera})eutics."  He  is  a  col- 
lal)orat()r  of  the  "American  Journal  of  (lynecol^?}' 
and  Obstetrics."  and  of  "Obstetrics."     Many  of 
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liis  niOTiogjaphs  and  professional  papers,  read  be- 
fore tlie  leading  medical  societies,  have  been  pub- 
lislied  in  the  j)rofessional  journals. 

In   1868  Di.  Jewett  married  Miss  Abbie  E. 

Plag^gT'  ^^  New  Hampshire,  now  deceased.     To 

this  union  were  born  two  children,  Harold  V.  and 

Alice  H.  Jewett ;  the  former  named  embracing  the 

profession  of  the  father,  and  is  usefully  engaged 

in  practice  in  Urooklyn. 

FRANKLIN  \V.  HOOPER. 

Pranklin  William  Hooper,  known  throughout 
the  scientific  world  for  his  high  attainments  as  a 
scientist  and  teacher,  is  a  native  of  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, born  in  W'alpole,  Cheshire  county,  IVbru- 
arv  II,  185T.  His  boyhood  was  passed  upon  the 
parental  farm,  and  his  education  was  begun  in  the 
common  schools  in  the  neighl)orh(M:>d.  At  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  entered  Antioch  College,  at 
Yellow  Springs.  Ohio.  It  had  been  expected  that 
"e  would  prepare  for  the  ministry,  but  he  became 
so  much  interested  in  science  and  natural  history 
that  he  gave  them  his  greater  attention,  abandon- 
^^R"  his  first  purpose  altogether.  After  studying 
^or  two  years  at  Antioch  he  entered  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, where  he  continued  his  scientific  studies 
Previously  begun,  at  the  same  time  devoting  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  time  to  philosophy  and 
lan^i^g(>  He  took  special  courses  in  various 
scientific  branches  under  such  famous  scientists  as 
^-ouis  Aeassiz,  Asa  Grav,  Jeffries  Wvman.  r»en- 
J^niin  Pierce  and  Josiah  P.  Cook,  and  in  1872  he 
attended  the  Agassiz  Simimer  School  of  Natural 
^^'storv  at  Penikese  island. 

^n  1876,  acting  as  an  agent  for  the  Smithsonian 

'^^titiition,  at  Washington,  he  was  engaged  for 

^onie  months  in  a  scientific  excursion  on  the  coaists 

^  P*lorida,  which  afforded  peculiar  opportunity 

P*"  ^he  investigation  of  algcX  and  coralline  forma- 

J^iis.     In  1877  he  accepted  the  principalship  of 

^  h^gh  school  at  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  and 

^^pied  that  position  until  1880.  when  he  relin- 

"Jished  it  to  accept  the  position  of  ])rofessor  of 

J^^^istrVand  geology  at  the  Adelphi  Academy, 


B 


^^^klvn.  New  York.    He  was  engaged  in  the  lat- 


^^r  v.. 


>vork  for  nine  years,  until  June,  1889,  when  he 


was  elected  curator  of  the  Brooklvn  Institute.  His 
service  in  the  latter  capacity  was  highly  creditable 
to  himself  and  most  advantageous  to  the  institu- 
tion, and  his  opinion  had  much  weight  in  eflFecting 
the  amalgamation  of  the  institute  witli  the  newly 
established  Brooklvn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences,  which  took  place  in  December,  1891,  when 
he  was  chosen  director  of  the  new  institute. 

In  the  years  which  have  elapsed,  during  which 
the  scoj)e  of  the  institute  has  been  greatly  broad- 
ened, various  large  departments  have  been  created, 
and  the  attending  membership  has  been  more  than 
f|uadru])led.  Professor  Hooper's  influence  and 
effort  have  been  recognized  as  among  the  most 
]X)tcnt  factors  in  the  results  attained.  In  various 
other  ways  he  has  contributed  to  the  advance- 
ment of  educational  movements,  and  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  r>rcx>klyn  board  of  education  un- 
der the  administration  of  Mavor  Roodv. 

In  May,  1876,  while  returning  from  Florida, 
where  he  had  been  in  service,  for  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  Professor  Hooper  was  married  to 
Miss  Aiartha  Summer  Holden,  of  Augusta, 
(iec^rgia,  a  lady  whose  father  was  a  man  of  strong 
character  and  a  j^rominent  abolitionist  during  the 
existence  of  slavery.  Three  children  were  l)om 
of  this  union. 

HKKRY  E.  ROEHR. 

During  his  long  and  useful  hfe.  Henry  E. 
Roelir  was  one  of  the  strongest  personalities  in 
the  business,  social  and  political  life  of  Brooklyn, 
and  his  influence  extended  to  every  portion  of  the 
Union  where  German- Americans  had  their  homes. 

?le  was  born  in  Schleiz,  in  the  principality  of 
Reuss,  Germany,  in  184T.  His  father,  Edward 
Franz  Roehr,  was  a  prominent  leader  in  the  revo- 
littion  of  1848,  and  in  1849  he  was  obliged  to  ex- 
patriate himself.  He  came  to  Williamsburg, 
Long  Island,  and,  after  following  several  occu- 
pations, he  saved  sufficient  money  to  send  for  his 
family,  who  arrived  in  t8st.  After  a  time  the 
senior  Roehr  founded  the  "Long  Island  Anzeig- 
er/'  which  existed  for  but  a  vear.  In  i8ss  be 
establisiied  "Der  Triangel,''  a  German  Masonic 
j^»urnal,  which  flourished   for  twentv-five  vears. 
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Henry  E.  Roehr  was  but  nine  years  of  age 
when  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States.  He 
at  once  became  a  paper-carrier  for  his  father,  and 
began  to  learn  the  trade  of  printer.  Meanwhile 
he  was  an  omnivorous  reader,  and  he  acquired  a 
liberal  store  of  general  information  and  a  taste 
for  literature  which  remained  with  him  through- 
out his  life.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he  left 
home  to  ply  his  calling  elsewhere,  and  he  worked 
in  Albanv  and  Cincinnati.  He  was  again  work- 
ing in  his  father's  office  when  the  Civil  war  broke 
out,  and,  when  volunteers  were  called  for,  his  was 
the  fourth  name  signed  to  an  appeal  to  the  young 
Germans  to  enter  the  military  service.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Twentieth  Regiment  of  New  York 
Volunteers  and  was  made  a  sergeant  in  Company 
I.  He  was  wounded  in  action  at  New  Market 
Bridge,  Virginia,  and  shortly  afterward  was  pro- 
moted to  a  second  lieutenancy.  .  He  participated 
in  all  the  campaigns  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
until  the  summer  of  1863.  when  his  term  of  ser- 
vice expired  and  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
Returning  home,  he  worked  on  several  news- 
pai)ers  until  the  winter  of  1864.  when  he  and  his 
father  founded  the  ''Long  Island  Anzcigcr."  Tt 
was  published  weekly  until  1869,  when  it  became 
a  semi- weekly,  and  in  1872  the  name  was  changed 
to  that  of  the  'Tirooklyn  Frcie  Prcsse,'*  which 
became  a  daily.  Tn  1873  Mr.  Roehr  bought  his 
father's  interest,  and  the  same  year  he  began  the 
publication  of  a  Sunday  issue  called  "The  Long 
Islander."  Tie  conducted  the  two  journals  with 
great  ability   until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 

IQOI. 

His  war  service  developed  a  taste  for  military 
aflfairs.  and  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  National 
Guard.  In  iS^G^  he  recruited  a  battalion  of  four 
companies  (^-f  infantry,  and  received  the  commis- 
sion of  major,  and  later  he  was  promoted  to  the 
colomlcy  of  the  Thirty-second  Regiment.  He 
broncrht  tbat  cf^nniand  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency, 
and  resigned  in  1876.  He  was  a  stanch  Republi- 
can until  1872.  when  he  joined  the  liberal  wing 
of  the  party.  He  rejoined  the  old  organization 
after  tlie  election  lliat  year,  but  in  1884  he  sup- 
pf»rtctl  Cleveland  for  the  ])residency,  again  return- 
ing t(>  his  old  party.    He  was  a  member  of  various 


fraternal  and  social  organizations,  and  was  an  in- 
fluential leader  in  all. 

Colonel  Roehr  married  Miss  Anna  M.  Blank- 
hardt,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children.  One 
of  the  sons,  Edward,  a  highly  educated  and  tal- 
ented man,  who  has  had  much  experience  in 
journalism,  has  proven  a  capable  successor  to  his 
father,  and  now  conducts  the  journals  with  which 
the  familv  name  has  been  for  so  manv  years 
associated. 

WALTER   CHILDS   WOOD,  M.  D. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  outline  was  boni  in 
Montreal,  Canada,  August  4,  1864,  and  is  a  son 
of  Andrew  S.  and  Lois  (Childs)  Wood,  natives 
of  Northampton  and  Conway,  Massachusetts,  re- 
spectively. His  paternal  grandparents  were  Asa- 
hel  and  Louise  (Burt)  WockI.  The  Burt  family 
was  founded  in  New  England  in  1639,  ^^^  ^^'ooA 
family  about  1700. 

Dr.  Wood  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ih^" 
sachusetts,  whither  his  parents  removed  in  187^' 
and  completed  his  literary  education  at  Amher^?-'^ 
College,   at   which   he  was   graduated    in  i88t^- 
Subsequently  he  entered  the  College  of  Phys'^' 
cians    and    Surgeons    of    New    York,    and  \\'9^  ' 
granted  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  i88cr;^ 
h^or  eighteen  months  he  was  resident  in  the  siir" 
gical  department  of  IVllevue  Hospital,  and  for 
time  he  was  a  student  under  the  celebrated  siir""^ 
geon,  I])r.  Henry  P.  Sands.     Five  months  wer"^ 
devoted  to  the  study  of  surgery  in  the  Universit 
of  Edinburg,  Scotland,  and  upon  his  retum  t    - 
America  he  s])ent  a  year  in  New  York,  giving  h^^ 
attention  chiefly  to  hospital  work. 

Thus  well  fitted  for  his  chosen  calling.  D 
Wood  opened  an  office  in  Brooklyn,  in  1892,  ar^^ 
to-day  enjoys  a  rapidly  increasing  and  exclusive' 
surgical  practice.    For  a  year  he  was  a  member  ^^ 
the  surgical  staff  of  the  Vanderl)ilt  Clinic  and  t^B 
Hospital  for  the  Ruptured  and  Crippled  for  tu^^ 
years.    He  was  an  assistant  surgeon  in  St.  Mar^7»^ 
Hos])ita],  of  V.rooklyn.   from   1892  to   iSf)$,  a  ^«'' 
has  since  l)een  a  surcfeon  in  that  institution ;  sr«  - 
sistant    surgeon   in   the   Brooklyn   City   HospL  t* 
from  1805  to  1807,  and  surgeon  since  that  hit^* 
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and  simple :  and  probably  a  case  presertting  sen- 
vsational  rather  than  purely  legal  features  would 
be  repugnant  to  him.  He  is  regarded  especially 
as  an  authority  on  the  'subject  of  torts,  and  many 
of  his  best  earned  victories  have  been  in  connec- 
tion with  suits  in  which  wrongs  have  been  re- 
dressed by  substantial  damages. 

EDWARD  M.  SHEPARD. 

Edward  ]^Iorse  Shepard,  of  Brooklyn,  law- 
yer, author,  reformer  and  statesman,  a  man  of 
splendid  intellectual  attainments  and  nobilitv  of 
character,  was  born  in  Xew  York  city  in  1850. 
He  was  a  son  of  Lorenzo  B.  Shepard,  a  distin- 
guished lawyer  and  politician,  who  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years  was  United  States  district 
attorney  for  the  district  of  New  York,  and  was 
afterward  district  attorney  for  the  countv  of  New 
York,  and  later  counsel  of  the  corporation;  he 
was  a  grand  sachem  of  Tammany  Hall  in  its 
palmiest  days,  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  na- 
tional convention  which  nominated  James  Buch- 
anan for  the  presidency,  and  was  held  as  a  friend 
bv  Horatio  Sevmour,  William  L.  Marcv  and  Sam- 
uel  J.  Tilden.  He  died  in  1856,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-six  years,  at  almost  the  outset  of  what 
promised  to  be  a  phenomenally  brilliant  career. 

Edward  M.  Shepard  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Xew  York,  studied  one  year 
at  r)berlin  (Ohio^  College  and  coni])lcted  his 
education  in  the  College  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
at  which  he  was  graduated  in  1869  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  He  was  fortunate  in  having  for 
guardian  his  father's  intimate  friend,  Abraham 
S.  Hewitt,  who  took  in  him  a  fatherly  interest 
and  aided  in  giving  to  his  ambition  j)roper  direc- 
tion. As  a  law  student  he  came  under  the  kindly 
inthiencc  of  John  M  I^arsons,  and  in  later  davs 
he  became  the  partner  of  that  distinguished  man. 
He  siinported  himself  hv  his  office  labors  while 
engaged  in  his  sui(lie>.  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1875.  The  following  year  he  engaged  in 
])racl'ce  in  j)arlnersliip  with  All)ert  Stickney,  and 
this  associalinii  was  maintained  until  iS(;>o, 
when  he  l)ecaine  a  nieniher  of  what  is  to-day  one 
(^1  thv'  foivnin^i  L'nv  oruanizations  in  the  I'nited 


States,  the  firm  of  Parsons,  Shq)ard  &  Ogden. 
The  efficiency  of  this  firm  is  unique,  and  there  are 
few  cases  of  metropolitan,  national  or  interna- 
tional moment  m  which  it  is  not  engaged,  on  one 
side  or  the  other. 

The  public  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Shepard 
have  been  of  momentous  importance.  In  his  young 
manhood  he  was  an  organization  member  of  the 
Young  Mens'  Democratic  Club  of  Brooklyn,  and 
was  the  chairman  of  its  executive  committee  for 
two  years,  and  its  president  for  three  years.  When 
that   body   gave   itself  to   selfish   purposes,  Mr. 
Shepard  and  others  withdrew  and  founded  the 
Brooklvn  T^emocratic  Club,  which  became  a  leader 
in  the  reform  movement  that  culminated  in  the 
renomination  and  re-election  to  the  presidency  of 
Grover  (rieveland  in  1892,  and  in  the  moral  revo- 
lution  which  redeemed  the  judicial   department 
from  reproach  and  the  city  of   Brooklyn  from 
misrule  in   1893.     A  further  result  was  the  con- 
science  movement   within   the   state   Democracy 
in   1894.  and  the  restoration  of  the  Democratic 
party  to  power.     ]\lr.  Shepard  was  a  leading  and 
potential  agent    in  these  and  other  reform  move- 
ments, and  he  was  singled  out  to  occupy  various 
official  positions  in   which   were  demanded  tin- 
seltlsh  service*  in  the  interests  of  good  goverrv- 
ment   and   the   protection   of   public   rights.    1^ 
1884-=;  he  was  forest  commissioner  of  the  sta*^  ^ 
of  New  York,  and  in  that  capacity  he  acquitted  ^ 
himself  most  creditably.     In   1891  he  became 
member  of  the  judicial  commission  apjxMnted  "^ 
ascertain  and  fix  the  value  of  the  plant  and  fra 
chise  of  the  Long  Island  Water  Supply  Conipan 
as  a  leading  spirit  in  this  lx)dy,  and  as  its  rep 
sentative  in   the  incident   litigation,   he  was  t 
principal  agent  in  saving  not  less  than  one  milli 
dollars  to  the  public  treasury.     In   1895  ^^  fc^^^ 
came  attortiey  general  of  the  state   within  t^cr^^ 
department,  and  his  services  in  that  position  wc::^^''^ 
of  transcendant  importance.     The  city  of  Brc^  r^k- 
lyn  was  relieved  from  misrule,  and  the  treasu. '■^O' 
j)lunderers  were  hunted  down.     Every  guilty  n  ^»  ^n 
was  ariested,  indicted,  convicted  and  sentencr  ^'d, 
after  litigaticui  originating  in  the  lowest  court  r>-  "^ 
terminating,  only   in  the   Supreme  Court  of     "the 
United   States,  where  everv  contention  made      ^1 
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Shepard  was  sustained.  Mr.  Shepard  was 
inted  civil-service  commissioner  bv  Mavor 
O 883-5),  ^"<^^  ^^^  originated  the  cckIc  which 
ince  been  pronounced  to  be  the  most  practical 
effective  of  all  inaugurated  in  the  United 
s  up  to  that  time.  In  1901  he  became  the 
)raltv  candidate  of  the  reform  Democracy, 
ufFered  defeat  by  a  fusion  movement, 
[is  fine  literary  abilities  have  been  employed 
L*  prcnUiction  of  various  addresses  and  mono- 
is,  coveting  historical,  economic  and  literary 
s,  some  prepared  for  special  occasions  and 
s  of  enduring  worth.  He  has  made  one 
ig  contribution  to  history  in  his  "Life  of 
in  Van  Buren''  in  the  "American  Statesman" 
5,  and  is  now  engaged  upon  a  work  of  like 
!  in  his  ''Biography  of  Horatio  Seymour," 
ig  at  his  disposal  all  the  letters,  records  and 
spondence  of  that  distinguished  statesman. 
Ir.  Shepard  is  a  communicant  of  Holy  Trin- 
Protestant  Episcoj)al)  church,  a  trustee  of 
r^acker  Institute  and  a  regent  of  the  Long 
d  College  Hospital.  The  organizations  of 
h  he  is  a  member  are  the  Cobden  Club,  of 
and:  the  Manhattan,  University,  Reform 
Church  Clubs,  of  New  York  city  ;  and  the 
lilton,  Brooklyn,  and  Riding  and  Driving 
s.  of  I>rooklyn. 

AZLL  D.  MATTHEWS. 

)ne  of  the  most  enterprising  of  the  early  mer- 
ts  of  Brooklyn,  and  the  first  to  establisli  a  dry 
s  store  of  the  modern  type  in  that  city,  was 

D.  Matthews,  who  w^as  born  in  1809.  in 
dale,  Massachusetts.  He  came  to  Brooklyn 
I  it  was  but  a  village,  and  he  a  youth  but  nine- 
years  of  age.     He  found  a  clerkship  in  the 

of  Simon  Richardson,  but  after  a  few  days 
alth  obliged  him  to  abandon  work,  and  for  a 
time  after  recovering  he  was  unal)le  to  find 
oyment.  He  finally  engaged  with  the  tann- 
irm  of  Van  Xostrand  &  Tolford,  with  whom 
mained  for  nine  years,  when  the  house  failed. 
I  his  sa\ings,  about  f\\Q  hundred  dollars,  he 
ipted  the  establishment  of  a  tannery  in  Sulli- 
rounty,  but  the  ])roject  was  abandoned.     Re- 


turning to  l>rooklyn,  he  opened  a  dry  goods  store 
at  93  Main  street,  and  conducted  it  for  eight  years^ 
when  he  opened  a  larger  establishment  on  Fulton 
street.  Later  he  opened  a  larger  store  at  no 
Myrtle  street,  where  the  business  was  conducted 
until  1862,  when  removal  was  made  to  Fulton 
street  and  Gallatin  Place.  In  1879  ^^  admitted 
his  sons,  Gardiner  D.  and  James,  to  partnership, 
the  firm  name  being  A.  D.  Matthews  &  Sons. 

From  the  first,  Mr.  Matthews  was  exceedingly 
active  in  cburcli  and  Sunday-school  work.  On 
coming  to  [Brooklyn  he  connected  himself  with 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  and  with  its  Sun- 
day-school. In  18'^^  he  removed  his  relations  to 
St.  Anne's  Episco])al  church,  and  was  teacher  and 
su})erinten(lent  of  its  Sunday-school  until  1872, 
and  then  removed  to  St.  Peter's  Episcopal  church, 
where  he  taught  the  young  men's  Bible  class  for 
ten  years.  He  became  manager  of  the  Brooklyn 
Sunday-school  Union  at  its  organization,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  many  years  thereafter. 
He  was  for  several  years  county  secretary  of  the 
State  Sunday-school  Association,  and  was  active- 
ly coimected  with  the  Brooklyn  City  Mission 
Tract  Society  and  the  American  Tract  Societv. 

JUDGE  SAMUEL  D.  MORRIS. 

Samuel  D.  Morris,  lawyer,  legislator  and 
jurist,  who  for  the  past  half-century  has  been 
identified  with  most  of  the  prominent  movements 
in  the  history  of  Brooklyn,  is  a  native  of  Mon- 
mouth county.  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  reared 
to  farm  life.  Working  early  and  late,  he  received 
in  his  boyhood  but  the  merest  vestige  of  school 
advantages.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  am- 
bitious to  rise,  he  prepared  himself  for  college 
through  his  own  eflforts,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  at  Rutgers  College  and  was  graduated  there 
in  1849.  He  then  attended  the  Law  School  at 
Balston  Spa,  New  York,  where  he  won  high  hon- 
ors as  a  debater.  It  is  related  of  him  that  while 
at  this  institution  he  was  successful  in  inducing 
Henry  Clay  to  deliver  an  address  before  the  stu- 
dents,  the  occasion  also  being  marked  by  a  mock 
trial  gotten  up  by  the  students  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  great  statesman,  who  was  not  only 
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hisrhlv  nleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  trial  but 
predicted  a  brilliant  future  for  the  participants. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  at  Plattsburg,  New  York, 
Julv  3,  1850,  Mr.  Morris  located  in  Brooklyn  in 
the  spring  following  to  enter  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  The  next  year  was  that  of  the 
presidential  election,  and  Franklin  Pierce,  having 
been  nominated  for  the  high  office,  young  Morris 
an  ardent  Democrat,  entered  heart  and  soul  into 
the  campaign.  Fresh  from  his  studies,  with  keen, 
quick  grasp  upon  the  principles  he  advocated,  his 
brilliant  oratorical  powers  and  his  able  discussion 
of  the  questions  at  issue  made  a  maked  impres- 
sion during  the  campaign,  and  brought  the  young 
lawyer  and  orator  into  favorable  consideration. 
As  a  result,  in  1853,  the  year  following  the  elec- 
tion, he  received  the  Democratic  nomination  for 
the  assemblv  and  was  elected.  It  was  in  the  ex- 
citing  days  when  Horatio  Seymour  was  governor 
of  the  state,  and  when  a  strong  individual  con- 
viction sometimes  counted  for  more  than  the  snap 
of  the  party  whip.  Among  the  important  bills 
that  came  before  the  assembly  was  the  "Maine 
Law"  bill,  upon  which  a  committee  of  nine  mem- 
bers was  appointed  to  report,  and  as  one  of  this 
committee  Mr.  Morris  had  the  unique  experience 
of  standing  alone  in  opposition  to  the  measure. 
He  brought  in  a  minority  report  of  protest.  Al- 
though the  hill  was  passed,  it  was  promptly 
vetoed  by  Governor  Seymour,  who  in  his  veto 
messac^e  used  substantially  the  argument  cm- 
ployed  by  Mr.  Morris  in  his  minority  report. 
Among  other  bills  in  which  Mr.  Morris  was  in- 
terested during  his  term  in  the  legislature  was  ^ 
the  charter  consolidating  r»rooklyn,  Williams- 
burg and  P>ushwick,  in  the  passage  of  which  he 
wa^"  instrnmental  and  effective.  Sckmi  after  the 
adjo'irnment  of  the  legislature  Mr.  Morris  was 
appointed  assistant  corpc^ration  counsel  of  the 
city  of  l)n)oklyn,  a  position  which  he  held  until 
his  voluntary  resicrnation  in  Mav,  i^^^.  In  the 
leerislature  of  this  vear  the  "Maine  Law"  was 
again  ])asse(l  and  pronij^tly  signed  by  Myron  H. 
Clark,  who  had  been  elected  governor  upon  a 
temperance  ]»latforni.  (^alled  upon  in  the  course 
of  his  duties   to  enfr)rce   this   law.   Mr.    Morris. 


rather    than    aid    in   the    enforcement    of  what 
seemed  to  him  an  unjust  law,  resigned  his  office, 
as   assistant   corporation   counsel,    and   at  once- 
contested  the  constitutionality  of  the  law.    Th 
contest,  in  the  celebrated  Toynbee  case,  he  ca: 
ried  to  the  court  of  appeals,  where  his  contei 
tion  was  sustained,  and  the  law  was  declared  ui 
constitutional. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  (1855)  Mr.  M 
ris  was  elected  judge  of  the  county  court  a 
served  a  term  of  four  years,  but  declined  a 
nomination  in  order  to  become  a  candidate    .^^c 
the  district  attorneyship.     Discovering  that  iuj. 
proper  means  were  being  used  to  defeat  huim     ju 
the    nominating    convention,    he    withdrew      1/5 
name  and  became  a  candidate  of  an  indepent/- 
ent  ticket,  which  so  divided  the  party  vote  that 
the  election  of  the  Republican   candidate.  John 
Winslow,  resulted.     At  the  ensuing  election  the 
Democratic    nomination    for    the    district   attor- 
neyship   was    ofifered    to    Mr.     Morris,    which 
he  accepted,  and  lie  was  elected.      He  was  re- 
elected   to   office    in    1865    and    again    in   i85S. 
Early  in  his  first  tenn  he  took  up  the  prosecutioti 
of  Ratzky,  the  murderer  of  Sigismund  Fellnef. 
The  crime  had  been  conmiitted  before  Mr.  Mo^" 
ris  entered  uj^on  his  duties,  and  the  accused  w^^ 
held  only  on   suspicion.     Ratzky  was  defends ^ 
by  Edwin  James,  Engler  Allen  and  Sidney  Stev^^' 
art,  but  so  skillfully  did  ]Mr.  Morris  conduct  lu'*^ 
case  that  he  secured  conviction  for  murder  in  tl "^* 
first  degree.     He  also  prosecuted  Gonzales  ai"^ 
Pellisier    (or    Salvadcx^,  as    he    was    sonictini^— ' 
called )    for   the  murder  of  the   wealthy  Cuba  '^■ 
(josha  Otero,  and  they  were  convicted  and  ex  ^ 
cuted.     During  his  second  term  occurred  an  i"^^ 
cident  im]jaralleled  in  the  annals  of  the  distrL  ^ 
attorncyshi]).    A  cholera  epidemic  broke  out  wi 
unprecedented  virulence,  and  the  inmates  of  t'S 
jail  and  ])enitentiary  of  Brooklyn  suffered  frc*" 
its  most  violent  form.     More  than  eight  hundr^ 
cases  were  re])orted,  and  the  fatalities  number 
more   than    five   hundred,   nearly   thirty   perso 
dying  in  a  single  night.     Mr.   Morris  procur 
tents  and  had  the  prisoners  removed  to  the  op» 
air.     It  was  midsummer,  and,  the  judges  bei 
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from  the  courts,  he  assumed  a  power 
did  not  belong  to  his  office  and  demanded 
sheriff  the  discharge  of  all  prisoners  who 
confined  for  minor  offences.  He  went 
h  the  institution  carcfullv,  and  the  records 
hat  he  made  a  list  of  one  hundred  and  four 
5  who  were  released  uiK)n  his  order.  For 
:t  he  was  widely  criticized  by  the  pro- 
,  but  he  was  amply  vindicated  by  the  re- 
ind  he  was  subsequently  complimented  by 
tor  Fen  ton  for  the  course  he  had  taken. 
.  Morris  retired  from  office  December  31, 
md  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
e  of  his  profession  in  the  trials  of  criminal 
/il  causes.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  versed  in 
phase  of  criminal  law,  and  during  his 
as  district  attorney  of  Brooklyn  he  dis- 
remarkable  energy  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
d  classes  and  in  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
n  addition  to  the  cases  before  noted  many 
able  murder  trials,  surrounded  by  com- 
1  and  mysterious  circumstances,  came 
his  jurisdiction  during  his  term  of  office, 
was  only  through  his  indomitable  energy 
lacity  of  purpose  that  the  offenders  were 
t  to  justice.  After  retiring  from  office  he 
I  his  efforts  largely  to  the  trial  of  criminal 
md  his  undeviating  success  brought  him  a 
ractice.  He  was  successful  in  every  mur- 
e  in  which  he  was  an  advocate,  notable  in- 
being  his  defense  of  Francis  Hyde  for  the 
of  Watson,  and  of  Dr.  Irish  for  poison- 
derson. 

er,  fin  ling  the  rigors  of  criminal  practice 
ere,  he  confined  himself  to  civil  business, 
been  counsel  for  many  large  and  import- 
porations,  among  them  the  Brooklyn  City, 
vn  City  Xewton,  and  the  Prospect  Park  & 
Island  Railroads,  tie  has  also  been  coun- 
numerous  other  railway  and  j^rivale  cor- 
ns. In  all  lines  of  practice  which  he  has 
iken  he  has  displayed  all  the  qualities  of 
ourcefnl  and  thoroughly  equipped  lawyer. 
e  and  hearty  in  his  seventy-eight  year, 
Morris  is  still  in  the  full  practice  of  his 
ion,  with  faculties  wholly  unimpaired,  the 
arm  friend,  strong  advocate,  sterling  citi-  ,- 


zen  and  tireless,  indomitable  man  he  has  been  so 
well  known  to  be  through  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury of  Brooklyn's  best  life. 

WILLIAMSON  RAPALJE. 

The  numerous  and  reputable  family  of 
Rapalje  is  descended  from  that  of  de  Rapalie 
(old  spelling),  which,  as  early  as  the  eleventh 
century,  possessed  large  estates  in  Bretagne,  and 
ranked  among  the  arri re-ban  of  the  French  no- 
bility. Some  of  its  meml>ers  were  distinguished 
as  military  leaders  in  crusades,  others  for  politi- 
cal eminence  and  professional  talents,  but  in  the 
religious  wars  of  the  sixteenth  century,  being 
known  as  Protestants,  they  became  the  victims 
of  Papal  animosity  and  were  expelled  from 
France.  Joris  Jansen  de  Rapalie,  one  of  this 
proscribed  Huguenot  race  from  Rochelle  in 
r>ance,  was  the  common  ancestor  of  all  the 
American  families  of  this  name.  He  came  to 
this  country  with  other  colonists  in  1623,  in  the 
Unity,  a  ship  of  the  West  India  Company,  and 
settled  at  Fort  Orange,  now  Albany,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  In  1626  he  removed  to 
Xcw  Amsterdam  and  resided  there  until  after 
the  birth  of  his  youngest  child.  On  the  i6th  of 
Jime,  1637,  he  bought  from  the  Indians  a  tract 
of  land  comprising  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  acres,  called  Rennegaconck.  now  included 
within  the  town  of  Brooklyn,  a  part  of  which  pur- 
chase was  the  present  site  of  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital.  There  Joris  Rapalie  finally 
located  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  leading  citizen,  acted  a  prominent  part  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  colony  and  served  in  the 
magistrate  of  J^»rooklyn.  He  died  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  Dutch  administration,  his  widow, 
Catalyntie,  surviving  him  many  years. 

Daniel  Rapalie,  their  youngest  child,  was 
born  in  the  citv  of  Xcw  York,  on  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, 1650,  and  May  27,  1674,  married  Sarah, 
a  daughter  of  Abraham  Klock.  He  was  a  man 
of  high  res])ectability  and  an  elder  of  the  Brook- 
lyn church.  He  died  December  26,  1725,  and  his 
widow  passed  away  on  the  28th  of  Februar}^ 
T731.     Their  children  were  Joris,  Daniel,  Cath- 
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arine,  Annetie,  Mary  and  Sarah.  Daniel  Rap- 
alje  was  born  March  25,  1691,  and  was  married 
October  17,  171 1,  to  Aletie,  a  daughter  of  Jo- 
hannes Cornell,  at  which  time  he  lived  in  Brook- 
lyn, but  he  afterward  removed  to  Newtown,  where 
he  died  March  19,  1737,  his  wife  having  passed 
away  on  the  20th  of  May,  1736.  They  had  ten 
children,  of  whom  Daniel,  the  eldest  son,  bought 
the  home  farm' in  1747,  and  became  a  .leading 
man  and  magistrate  of  Newtown.  Johannes,  the 
second  son,  married  and  was  the  father  of  Major 
Daniel  Rapalje,  wiio  was  born  in  1748  and  mar- 
ried Agnes,  a  daughter  of  Johannus  Bergen,  and 
became  a  farmer  at  New  Lots.  About  this  time, 
by  a  Dutch  perversion,  the  "i"  in  the  final  syll- 
able of  Rapalie  was  changed  to  '*j,"  which  is  still 
adhered  to.  On  the  opening  of  the  Revolution 
Daniel  espoused  the  Whig  cause,  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Kings  Coimty  Troop  of  Horse 
and  was  in  exile  during  the  war.  He  died  at  New 
Lots  in  1796.  His  children  were  John,  Daniel, 
Simon  and  Michael.  John  Rapalje  married 
Charity,  a  daughter  of  Abram  Van  Sickelcn,  and 
their  children  were:  Cornelia,  wife  of  Stephen 
I.  Lott.  and  Daniel  I.  Simon  Rapalje  married 
Helen,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Williamson. 
Their  children  were:  Williamson,  the  father  of 
our  subject  and  who  occupied  the  old  home- 
stead of  Major  Daniel  Rapalje  on  the  New  Lots 
road :  Daniel,  who  died  when  a  young  man ;  and 
Eliza,  wife  of  Walter  Bowen,  of  Flushing. 

Simon  Rapalje  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and 
also  owned  a  farm,  of  about  sixty  acres.  He 
brought  his  son  Williamson  u])  as  a  farmer,  giv- 
ing him.  in  addition  to  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, a  course  of  training  also  at  the  celebrated 
Erasnuis  Hall  Academy  at  Flatbush,  at  the  time 
when  TnIt.  Craig  was  principal.  When  young, 
Willinmson  exhibited  a  taste  and  talent  for  draw- 
ing, with  a  special  liking  for  faces  and  portraits. 
At  the  acre  of  twenty  vears  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riajtre  with  Ann,  a  (langhtcr  of  John  \'anderveer, 
the  wedding  being  celebrated  on  the  loth  of 
April,  it^23.  Their  children  were:  Simon, 
l)orn  hVbniarv  i,  1824.  and  died  May  9.  1(827: 
^largarct  Ann.  born  Sei)tenil)er  10,  1825.  now 
<lecease(l :   folin,  born  March  \().  1827.  died  June 


14,  1828;  Helen,  born  May  27,  1829,  died  May 
16,   1869;  Simon,  born  August   5,   183 1 ;  JoKtv 
Vanderveer,  born  April  4,  1833,  died  October  c^^ 
1833 ;    Williamson,    born    September    8,    i83-^\ 
Daniel,  born  April  20,  1836;  Elida  Vander\'e^t 
born    September   20,    1838,   died   November  K.  ( 
1842;  Eliza,  born  January  26,  1841 ;  Henry  Lc^-'l 
born  August  15,   1843;  Elida  Vanderveer,  bc^i 
June  II,  1846,  died  July  31,  1852.    The  father       ( 
these  children,  who  was  bom  on  the  4th  of  Ju  :»i( 
1803,  died  September  24,  1885;  and  the  mothm^^j 
who  was  born  November  11,  1803.  died  Janu^n 
25,  1868.    Their  lives  had  been  active,  useful  sknd 
successful.     Good  sense,  a  vigorous  understand- 
ing and.  a  most  practical  executive  ability,  joiuecf 
with  and  controlled  by  a  constant  sense  of  right 
and  justice,  were  Mr.  Rapalje's  controlling  char- 
acteristics, and  in  the  exercise  of  these  his  fellow 
townsmen  insisted  on  his  serving  as  assessor  foT 
many  years  in  the  \'ears  gone  by.     In  the  R^' 
formed  church  of  New  Lots  he  was  alwavs     ^ 

« 

leader  and  for  a  long  term  an  elder.  Political^-  3 
he  was  a  lifelong  Democrat.  His  sons  have  sii*^ 
ceeded  him  as  farmers,  in  which  calling  th( 
are  famed  as  being  the  largest  and  most  sui 
cessful  in  the  town.  They  have  built  large  ai 
elegant  houses  on  the  old  homestead,  addii 
many  attractions  on  the  old  New  Lots  road. 

Williamson  Rapalje,  whose  name  introduce^ 
this  review,  was  educated  in  the  local  sch(X)ls  c^- 
his   locality,   and   after   entering  upon   his  bus-^ 
ness  career  he  became  very  successful  in  veg— 
table    gardening.      He    subsequently,    howeve=^ 
abandoned  that  occupation,  divided  his  farm  ar" 
embarked   in  the   real   estate  business,  in  whic^ 
line  of  trade  he  has  also  met  with  a  high  ai^* 
gratifying   degree  of   success.     His  devotion 
the  public  good  was  unquestioned  and  arose  frr:::^ 

a   sincere  interest    in   the   welfare  of   his  fell( 

men,  while  his  career  at  all  times  was  such  as 
warrant  the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  busin*^ 
world.  lie  possessed  untiring  energy,  was  qu — 3 
of  perception,  and  his  close  application  to  bi"^ 
ness  and  excellent  management  brought  to  l'"^ ' 
a  high  and  well  merited  degree  of  prosperity"- 

In  the  year  1850  Mr.  Rapalje  was  united     ^" 
niarriajie    with    Elizabeth    Meserole    Schenck.    «? 
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:er  of  Isaac  and  Catherine  (Meserolej 
rk,  and  a  sister  of  John  C.  Schenck.  They 
rie  child,  Catharine  Ann,  born  February 
4,  and  died  July  26,  1866. 
.  Rapalje  was  an  active  and  prominent 
IT  of  the  East  New  York  Reformed 
!,  in  which  he  served  as  a  deacon  and  elder 

the  greater  part  of  its  history,  and  he  al- 
2:ave  liberallv  of  his  time  and  means  to  the 
t  of  the  gospel.  He  assisted  in  organiz- 
*  Twenty-sixth  ward  branch  of  the  Young 

Christian  Association,  in  which  he  held 
ice  of  director,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
olland  Society.  Mr.  Rapalje  was  called 
his  earth  on  the  28th  of  December,  1896, 

his  death  the  communitv  mourned  the  loss 

of  its  truest  and  best  citizens.  His  path 
er  upward,  both  in  a  spiritual  and  temporal 
and  as  a  man  and  citizen  he  enjoyed  the 

popularity  which   comes  to   those   genial 

who  have  a  heartv  shake  of  the  hand  for 
>se  with  whom  they  come  in  contact  from 

dav  and  who  seem  to  throw  around  them 
ch  of  the  sunshine  of  life.  In  his  lifetime 
ople  of  his  locality ,  recognizing  his  merit, 
d  in  his  advancement,  and  since  his  death 
ave  cherished  his  memory. 

GARDINER  D.  MATTHEWS. 

lug  a  Brooklyn itc  by  birth,  education,  resi- 
and  business  interest,  it  is  natural  that  Gar- 
D.  Matthews  should  be  a  member  of  the 
V  of  Old  Brooklvnites.  He  was  born  in 
and  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  and 
)lytechnic  Insitute.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
le  became  a  clerk  in  the  employ  of  his  father, 
ter  a  number  of  years  of  service  was,  with 
>ther  James,  admitted  to  partnership  and  the 
f  A.  D.  Matthews  &  Sons  was  established. 
s  the  responsible  duty  of  looking  after  the 
ise  of  goods  from  all  markets  ;  in  this  he  has 
)-operation  of  the  representatives  of  the 
abroad,  whom  he  joins  from  time  to  time  as 
)n  requires.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  several 
al  institutions.  He  is  married  and  has  one 
d  one  daughter  living. 


THE  WYCKOFF  FA^HLY. 

The  family  is  of  Holland  Dutch  extraction 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  families  on  Long  Island.  The 
first  to  come  to  America  were  IVter  and  Claus 
Wyckoff,  who  landed  here  about  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  centurv.  Claus  settled  in  New 
Jersey,  but  Peter,  from  whom  the  New  York 
branch  of  the  family  is  descended,  located  on 
Long  Island.  The  land  owned  by  him  has  been 
handed  down  from  father  to  son  to  the  sevepth 
generation,  being  now  occupied  by  John  C. 
Wyckoff's  sons,  Abraham,  John  and  Archibald. 

Abraham  Wyckoff,  son  of  Peter,  was  bom 
November  12,  1772,  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
ho  spent  his  entire  life  as  a  farmer,  dying  there 
May  6.  1846.  He  was  married  April  16,  1796,  to 
Deborah  Stoothoff,  who  was  born  June  9,  1776, 
and  died  October  8,  1814.  By  this  union  were 
born  four  children,  namclv :  Gerrit  S.,  born  Mon- 
day,  September  11,  1797,  died  January  4,  1857; 
Peter,  born  Sunday,  December  22,  1799,  died  Oc- 
tober 22,  1827;  Abraham,  born  Monday,  Janu- 
ary 2;^,  1804,  <^ie^l  September  3,  1804 ;  and  Maria, 
born  Sunday,  August  18,  1805,  is  deceased.  The 
father  of  these  children  was  again  married,  April 
28,  1816,  his  second  union  being  with  Mrs.  Ida 
(Williamson)  Jones,  widow  of  Mathew  Jones. 
She  was  born  July  21,  1782,  and  died  June  7, 
1870.  By  his  second  marriage  Abraham 
Wyckoff  had  two  sons :  John  A.,  mentioned  be- 
low :  and  Williamson,  born  Friday,  October  19, 
1821. 

John  A.  Wyckoff  was  born  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 6,  18(7,  and  died  March  16,  1891.  He 
was  also  an  agriculturist  and  remained  upon  the 
old  homestead  farm  throughout  life.  On  the  6th 
of  April,  1843,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Ann  Fletcher,  who  was  born  in  Christian, 
Kentucky,  May  23,  1824.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Abraham  Jones,  born  April  11, 
1844:  John  Calhoun,  born  January  4,  1846;  Ida 
Maria,  who  was  bom  December  18,  1847,  ^"d 
died  October  16,  1887 ;  Helen  Ann,  who  was  born 
October  12,  1849,  and  was  married,  November 
18,  1874,  to  Ferdinand  Higeman ;  Elizabeth  Jo- 
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hanna  was  born  March  i8,  185 1,  and  was  married 
November  i,  1876,  to  David  J.  Grossman;  Sarah 
Louise,  who  was  born  November  4,  1853,  and 
was  married  October  13,  1880,  to  William  Ryder; 
and  Archibald  was  born  February  21,  1855,  and 
was  married  in  May,   1892,  to  Annie  Wyckoff. 

STEPHEN  M.  GRISWOLD. 

Whether  as  a  banker  or  a  merchant  or  whether 
as  a  statesman  in  senatorial  halls  or  a  lecturer  in 
the  forum,  the  fame  and  reputation  of  Hon.  Ste- 
phen M.  Griswold  will  be  gratefully  accorded  a 
niche  in  the  people's  pantheon.  Because  it  is  a 
beneficent  as  well  as  an  irresistable  sentiment  that 
has  prompted  mankind  in  all  ages  to  honor  those 
who  have  achieved  such  eminent  success  and  hon- 
orable distinction,  we  take  special  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting such  a  notable  example  as  the  gentleman 
whose  name  introduces  this  article.  It  offers  to 
vouno  men  of  the  day  who  find  themselves  in  cir- 
cumstances  similar  to  those  which  beset  Mr.  Gris- 
wold an  opportunity  to  seize  many  points  of 
profitable  comparison  and  worthy  of  emulation. 

Born  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  November  22, 
T835,  l^*s  early  educational  advantages  might  be 
tersely  discribed  as  such  as  the  "oak  bench''  and 
the  ''New  England  school''  implied  at  that  ])rimi- 
tivc  day.  When  only  fifteen  years  of  age  his 
youthful  ambition  led  him  to  seek  a  wider  field  of 
oi)i)ortunities  for  his  already  restless  spirit  and 
accordingly,  in  1851,  he  came  to  New  York  to 
make  his  fortune.  As  a  humble  beginning  he  first 
accepted  employment  in  a  grocery  store  for  his 
board  and  clothing,  remaining  there  for  one  year, 
when  he  secured  a  position  as  office  boy  with  the 
cutlery  hardware  importing  house  of  Frost, 
Askani  &  Mossforth,  of  Manchester,  England. 
During  this  time  he  improved  his  sj)are  moments 
bv  studying  bookkeeping  and  s(K)1\  w(^n  a  ])osition 
as  ])nokkeef)er,  at  six  dollars  per  week,  in  a  jewelry 
house,  where  he  remained  for  three  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  in  1S57,  lie  launched  his 
fir^t  Imsiness  venture  on  his  own  account,  estab- 
li>liin,q  iiiniself  in  the  jewelry  l)usiness  on  a  small 
scale  at  Xo.  177  r,roa<Kva\-.  He  there  continued 
with  well  known  success  an<l  unintcrru])te(l  pros- 


perity for  fifteen  years,  when  he  removed  to  No. 
18  John  street.  He  there  continued  for  twenty 
years,  when  he  removed  to  No.  65  Nassau  street,, 
his  present  location.  As  a  successful  diamond  and 
jewelry  merchant  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  New 
York  city.  He  is  president  of  the  Union  Bank,  of 
l>rooklyn,  as  well  as  the  Hamilton  Bank,  an  insti- 
tution recently  absorbed  by  the  former  bank.  As 
a  tribute  to  his  high  standing  in  the  financial  world 
he  was  recently  elected  president  of  the  Bankers* 
Association,  comprising  representatives  of  forty- 
eight  banks  of  Brooklyn  and  Long  Island,  for 
1901. 

While  thus  signally  successful  as  a  merchant 
and  financier  he  has  found  time  and  energy  to 
devote  to  other  lines  of  activity  and  we  find  him 
equally  prominent  in  political  and  social   fields. 
Politically  a  stanch  Republican,    as   old    as    the 
party,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont ;  he  has  been  the  recipient  of  high  honors  at 
the  hands  of  the  organization.    He  was  a  menil)er 
of  the  numicii)al  assembly  from  the  eleventh  alder- 
manic  district  of  Brooklyn  in  1875,  1876  and  1878. 
He  was  elected  to  the  senate  in  1886,  nmning  over 
twelve  hundred  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  the  third 
senatorial  district  of  Brooklyn, — a  district  which 
at  the  time  bore  the  distinction  of  being  the  larg- 
est in  the  state,  representing  over  three  himdred 
thousand  inhabitants.    He  had  the  honor  of  serv- 
ing on.  various  committees  of  the  senate.     As  .1 
member  of  that  body  he  introduced  and  fathered 
the  measures  which  gave  to   Brooklyn  the  con- 
course lands,  comprising  two  thousand  and  nine 
hundred  by  one  thousand  feet  of  land,  at  Conev 
Island,  and  which  remains  the  only  ocean  from 
she  can  call  her  own.    Through  legislative  actir>»n 
he  also  secured  the  construction  of  the  extens^.^^^ 
of  the  Brooklyn   bridge   over   Chatham    Squa.  tc 
?^Ianhattan,   familiarly  known  as  Griswold's     ^^\<- 
tension. 

A  man  (^f  dee])  religious  sentiment,  his  wl^a^l^ 
life  has  been  characterized  with  the  true  Christ i.*^" 
s|)irit.  and  he  has  been  an  active  and  valued  ni<:"/"- 
ber  of  Plymouth  church  for  al>out  fifty  years,  in^^ 
for  over  forty  years  of  that  time  he  has  served  ^> 
an  usher.     When  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  his  pas- 
tor, was  called  bv  Abraham  Lincoln  to  deliver  the 
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ess  on  the  occasion  of  the  restoring  of  the  flag 
Fort  Sumter,  April  14,  1865,  which  had  been 
ithlessly  lowered  in  1861,  Mr.  Griswold  hap- 
conceived  the  idea  that  in  order  that  fitting 
iiony  might  grace  so  important  and  patriotic 
Lxasion  a  large  delegation  of  Dr.  Beecher's 
V  clerg>'  and  citizens  of  Brooklyn  should  ac- 
>any  him.  The  undertaking  proved  highly 
rssful  and  gratifying  and  made  memorable 
vent  to  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  The  Oceanus, 
imer  chartered  for  the  purpose  by  Mr.  Gris- 
,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  eighteen 
»and  dollars,  carried  the  distinguished  dele- 
n,  which  also  bore  the  first  intelligence  of 
surrender  to  the  half  famished  and  besieged 
3f  Charleston.  In  1867  he  and  his  wife  ac- 
>anied  **Mark  Twain"  in  his  celebrated  tour 
id  the  world  on  the  steamer  Quaker  City, 
ng  Egypt,  Palestine,  Asia  Minor  and  all  the 
tries  of  Europe,  including  Russia,  and  were 
ded  the  unusual  courtesv  of  a  three-davs* 
to  the  Emperor  Alexander  II,  and  the  em- 
and  the  Grand  Duke  Michael  at  his  summer 
e  at  Yalta,  on  the  Black  sea. 
hough  Mr.  Griswold  enjoyed  little  educa- 
1  training,  as  previously  noted  in  this  article, 
he  possessed  more  than  ordinary  intellectu- 
and  receptive  powers  of  mind  was  evidenced 
e  able  and  instructive  lectures  delivered  bv 
IS  the  result  of  his  observations  on  that  tour, 
issing  an  accurate  memory  and  fine  descrip- 
powers.  with  a  pleasing  style  of  delivery 
icteristically  his  own,  being  devoid  of  any 
tionary  affectation,  his  lectures  were  most 
taining  and  highly  instructive.  Mr.  Gris- 
s  artistic  tastes  find  indulgence  in  music  and 
ing,  his  collection  of  ])aintings,  representing 
of  the  rarest  ])roductions  of  the  old  masters, 
•  one  of  the  most  valuable  private  collections 
found  in  Brooklyn,  in  which  is  included  the 
rated  Adoration  of  the  \'irgin  and  Child, 
•uido  Roni ;  City  of  Jerusalem,  by  August 
;  and  Alexandria,  Egypt,  by  Warren  Shep- 
In  music,  himself  a  clever  performer  on 
ither.  he  owns  various  costly  and  elegant  in- 
tents, including  the  largest  pi])e  organ  in  any 

te  house  in  Brooklyn.     Socially  Mr.  Gris- 
20 


wold  is  a  member  of  the  Montauk  Club  of  Brook- 
lyn, of  which  he  was  once  the  president.  Mrs. 
Griswold  accompanied  her  husband  in  all  his 
tours,  and  as  a  result  of  her  observations  there 
appeared  from  her  pen  several  years  ago  a  volume 
entitled  "Woman's  Pilgrimages,"  which  was  im- 
mensely popular,  over  twenty  thousand  copies 
having  been  sold. 

Such  is  a  brief  review  of  some  of  the  incidents 
in  the  life  of  one  w  ho  has  won  success  bv  deserv- 
ing  it,  and  who  has  achieved  for  himself  a  com- 
nnanding  position  in  the  financial  and  commercial 
world,  as  well  as  high  and  distinguished  honors 
as  a  man  among  men.  An  upright,  conscientious 
and  God-fearing  man,  his  entire  life  and  public 
career  have  been  irreproachably  correct,  with  a 
character  without  a  stain  and  a  spotless  private 
life. 

NATHAN  T.  SPRAGUE. 

The  apprehension  and  subsequent  develop- 
men  of  the  subject  potential  must  ever  figure  as 
the  delineation  of  the  maximum  of  personal  suc- 
cess and  usefulness  in  any  field  of  endeavor,  and 
the  failure  to  discover  this  potential — or  line 
along  which  lay  the  greatest  possibilities  for  de- 
velopment in  any  specific  case— can  but  militate 
against  the  ultimate  precedence  and  absolute  ac- 
complishments of  the  subject.  To  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  is  usually  conjectured  does  personal 
success  abide  in  this  element,  and  thus  in  the 
study  of  biography  there  is  ever  a  valuable  lesson 
to  be  gained.  To  the  subject  of  this  review  there 
has  come  the  attainment  of  a  distinguished  posi- 
tion in  connection  with  the  great  material  indus- 
tries and  financial  institutions  of  our  nation,  and 
his  efforts  have  been  so  discerningly  directed 
along  well  defined  lines  that  he  seems  to  have  re- 
alized at  any  one  point  of  progress  the  full  meas- 
ure of  his  possibilities  for  accomplishment  at  that 
point.  i\  man  of  distinctive  and  forceful  individu- 
ality, of  broad  mentality  and  most  mature  judgr 
ment,  he  has  left  and  is  leaving  his  impress  upon 
the  industrial  world,  while  his  study  of  economic 
questions  and  matters  of  public  polity  have  been 
so   close,  practical   and   comprehensive   that  his 
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judgment  is  relied  upon  and  his  utterances  have 
weight  in  those  circles  where  the  material  pro- 
gress of  the  nation  is  centered. 

Nathan  Turner  Sprague  was  born  at  Mount 
Holly,  \^ermont,  June  22,  1828,  and  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  American  families, 
the  ancestry  being  traced  back  to  William 
Sprague,  a  son  of  Edward  Sprague,  of  Dorset- 
shire, England,  who  in  company  with  two 
brothers  left  the  mother  country  in  1629  and 
founded  a  home  in  the  young  colony  of  Salem, 
Massachusetts.  One  brother  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Hingham,  that  state,  and  the  other  to 
Rhode  Island.  Among  the  representatives  of  the 
branch  of  the  familv  in  Rhode  Island  were 
Amsas  and.  William  Sprague,  celebrated  print- 
goods  manufacturers.  Two  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  name  became  governors  of  states.  In 
1786  Nathan  T.  Spragiie,  one  of  the  descendants 
of  William  Sprague,  was  born,  and  as  a  young 
man  he  began  life  as  a  merchant  in  Mount  Holly, 
and  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  was  one  of 
the  most  prominent  representatives  of  the  busi- 
ness enterprises  of  that  town.  He  became  a  large 
property  owner  and  was  also  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  held  a  judicial  position  and  for 
nineteen  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
legislature,  representing  Mount  Holly  for  four- 
teen years  and  lirandon  for  five  years.  In  1833 
he  removed  to  the  latter  place  and  was  afterward 
elected  ])resident  of  the  First  National  Bank.  He 
married  Miss  Susan  lUitton,  and  unto  them  were 
born  five  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
the  others  being  Rliza,  the  deceased  wife  of  R. 
\'.  Mrirsh,  a  prominent  attorney  of  \'erniont.  also 
now  deceased;  and  N.  T.,  of  this  review.' 

Durinj^  his  boyhood  days  Xathan  Turner 
S])rcngue  was  placed  in  charge  of  his  father's  large 
estate.  Iiis  father  ])assing  away  in  187^).  at  the  age 
of  ninety  years.  Incidental  to  the  care  of  the  ])rop- 
ert\  vas  the  loaning  of  iiioney.  \i  the  age  of 
eighteen  lio  assumed  the  management  of  a  large 
counlr\-  store,  wliicli  he  conducted  with  marked 
success,  and  in  1851  he  located  in  Wallingford. 
dircctiiii;  his  attention  to  agriculture,  l-'ive  \ears 
later  he  returned  to  T.randon,  where  he  main- 
tains 1  his  residence  for  some  time.     At  one  time 


he  was  in  charge  of  twelve  farms,  successfull] 

superintending  their  operation.     For  eight  year 

he  was  president  of  the  Brandon   Farmers  an( 

Mechanics'  Club,  and  for  six  years  was  presidei 

of  the  \'ermont  Merino  Sheep  Breeders  Associ; 

tion  of  the  United   States.     These  indicate  h=~  ._i<; 

prominence  in  agricultural  circles.     In   1864  ^ »« 

established  the  First  National  Bank  of  Brando=^"»-, 
in  which  ins  father  was  elected  the  tempora^c:~3' 
president,  and  about  1867  ^Ir.  Sprague,  of  \km^  i  s 
review,  succeeded  to  the  presidency,  while 
1870  he  established  the  Baxter  National  Bank, 
Rutland,  Vermont.  In  1867  he  became  preside 
of  the  Howe  Scale  Works  Company,  of  Brand 
and  under  his  supervision  the  business  increas 
four  hundred  per  cent.  He  continued  in  char 
until  1876,  when  he  retired. 

y\x.  Sprague's  connection  with  the  busine 
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interests  of  Brooklyn  began  in  1879  ^y  the  pi 
chase  of  real  estate  here,  and  in  1883  he  est 
lished  the  Sprague  National  Bank,  of  which 
was  elected  president.     This  is  the  only  natio 
banking  institution  in  existence  having  a  livi 
namesake.     At  the  end  of  six  months  this 
declared   a   three  per  cent,  dividend,   and  svm  "» <^^ 
then  has  paid  six  per  cent,  annuajly  in  dividei*  -^J  ^' 
The  bank  now  has  a  sur])lus  of  two  hundred  j^-  '^'^^ 
fortv-six  thousand  dollars,  and  is  justlv  recran  rl  ^^'^^^ 
as  one  of  the  most  reliable  financial  institution^=-     "*" 
this   entire  couiUry. 

( )n  the  14th  of  November,  1849,  Mr.  SpratllT^^^ 
was  united  in   marriage  to  Miss   Minerva  Ht"*^^' 
of  Wallingford.  X'ermont,  who  died  in  1856.        1^^^ 
October.  1858.  he  was  again  married,  his  sec<r»t^<i 
union    being    with    Mrs.    Melinda   J.  Evans.       ^ 
S]>ringfield.  Ohio.     On  the  28th  of  June,   i^^^5' 
his  second  wife  died,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo1><^^' 
t886,    he    was    again    married.    Miss    Elizal><-*^'' 
Harris,  of  r>rooklyn.  becoming  his  wife.     I»v    ^""'*^ 
first  marriage  he  has  one  living  child,  a  daughtc^r. 
Flora,  wife  of  Charles  F.  Clark,  the  manaijer  n''^' 
treasurer  of  the  Ihiffalo  Loan  &  Trust  CompaTiy- 

A I  the  time  (^f  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Sprague  ^^''^'' 
a  loyal  advocate  of  the  L'nion,  raised  a  conipJ^^X 
of  X'ermont  troops  and  went  to  the  front,  inaki^^iT 
a  good  military  record  in  Missouri.     He  won  tin' 
first  i^rize  for  old  relics  at  the  Centennial  Exj>^ 
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in.  Philadelphia  in  1876.  Among  the  many 
ting  possessions  of  this  character  that  he 
a  bootjack  that  was  made  by  John  l^rovvn, 
oted  Abolitionist,  and  given  to  Mr. 
le  by  Brown's  daughter;  a  marine  glass 
)y  Sir  John   Franklin   in  all  his   voyages 

1  the  world ;  and  several  sets  of  Grant 
rs  presented  to  him  by  Mrs.  Julia  Grant 
•  Colonel  Fred  Grant.  He  served  for  sev- 
rms  as  a  member  of  the  Vermont  legisla- 
•epresenting  th^  district  of  Brandon,  and 

2  he  was  elected  a  senator  from  Rutland 
and  would  have  been  nominated  for  gov- 

Mi  the  Republican  ticket  had  he  not  repeat- 
eclined  to  become  a  candidate.  In  1876, 
he  Green  Mountain  state  failed  to  make  an 
•riation  for  the  Vermont  state  building  at 
elphia,  he  erected  it  and  when  paid  by  the 
le  used  the  monev  to  found  a  free  librarv 
ndon,  now  known  as  the  Sprague  Centen- 
ibrarv.  He  has  done  much  for  Brooklyn 
s  the  credit  of  making  l»rooklyn  a  central 
i  city,  which  has  added  greatly  to  its 
al  strength.  In  1885  he  organized  the  City 
^s  Bank.     He  has  devoted  much  time  and 

to  the  various  charities  and  educational 
tions  in  Brooklyn.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
yn  Institute,  the  [Brooklyn  City  Dispen- 
he  Long  Island  Free  Library,  the  Hanson 
Baptist  church,  and  is  president  of  the 
n  Greenwich  Water  Supply  Company,  of 

Island,  a  member  of  the  New  York  Cham- 
Commerce  and  of  the  Grant  Memorial  As- 
3n.  He  is  also  president  of  the  Bay  Shore, 
ind  Patchogue  Water  Company  and  also 
mt  of  the  Elks  State  Bank,  of  Clyde,  Kan- 
n  addition  he  has  had  large  stock-raising 
ts  for  forty  years,  and  has  ^\^  farms  and 
tiful  country  home  in  Vermont.  He  pos- 
ability  of  a  superior  order  and  as  a  finan- 
joys  an  enviable  reputation.  xAlthough  he 
en  engaged  in  business  for  over  fifty  years 

truthfully  sav  that  in  all  that  time  no  man 
nan  who  invested  capital  in  his  many  ven- 
ver  lost  a  dollar  so  invested, 
e  career  of  Nathan  T.  Sprague  ha^  ever 
Lich  as  to  warrant  the  trust  and  confidence 


of  the  business  world,  for  he  ever  conducted  all 
transactions  on  the  strictest  principles  of  honor 
and  integrity.  His  devotion  to  the  public  good  is 
unquestioned  and-  arises  from  a  sincere  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow  men.  What  the  world 
needs  is  such  men — men  capable  of  managing  ex- 
tensive, gigantic  mercantile  concerns  and  con- 
ducting business  on  teniis  that  are  fair  alike  to 
employer  and  employe — men  of  genuine  worth, 
of  unquestioned  integrity  and  honor— and  then 
the  (jUfstions  of  oppression  by  capitalists  and  re- 
sistance and  violence  bv  laborers  will  be  forever 
at  rest. 

COLONEL  ANDREW  D.  BAIRD. 

A  veteran  of  the  great  American  conflict,  the 
survivor  of  forty-five  pitched  battles  and  the  hero 
of  Knoxville,  Colonel  Andrew  D.  Baird,  of  Brook- 
lyn, has  enjoyed  many  high  civic  honors  and  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Greater  New  York.  The  Empire  city  has 
had  a  vast/  army  of  contributors  to  the  prestige 
its  present  greatness  commands,  but  those  who 
have  had  to  do  with  the  construction  of  its  mag- 
nificent buildings  and  the  securing  of  its  archi- 
tectural beauty  as  found  in  the  great  structures 
which  in  this  majestic  metropolis  serve  church 
and  state,  commerce  and  religion,  residence  and 
recreation,  industry  and  art,  have  had  a  special 
influence  upon  the  progress  of  their  day  and  have 
given  to  the  world  a  visible  and  valuable  evi- 
dence of  their  work.  Conspicuous  among  those 
who  have  contributed  to  the  material  upbuilding 
of  the  city  in  the  line  of  masonry  is  the  subject  of 
this  review.  Colonel  Andrew  D.  Baird,  a  man  of 
forceful  character,  strong  personality,  and  one 
who  has  long  been  actively  and  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  East- 
ern District  of  Brooklyn. 

He  was  born  in  Kelso,  Scotland,  October  4, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Helen  (Lind- 
say) Baird.  He  attended  the  national  schools  of 
Scotland  until  ten  years  of  age,  but  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  was  put  to  work.  He  came  with  his 
parents  to  America  in  1853,  landing  in  New  York 
city  on  the  4th  of  July.     His  parents  located  in 
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the  Eastern  District,  where  Mr.  Baird  grew  to 
manhood  and  further  qualified  himself  by  attend- 
ing night  school.  He  was  early  apprenticed  to  a 
blacksmith,  but  left  inside  of  a  year  to  learn  the 
stone-cutter's  trade  with  (jill  Brothers.  He  at 
an  early  age  evinced  his  extraordinary  facility  for 
finance,  having,  on  becoming  of  age,  husbanded 
sufficient  margin  of  his  meager  earnings  as  ap- 
prentice and  journeyman  to  purchase  a  piece  of 
property,  upon  which  he  soon  realized  a  profit  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  as  the  result  of  his  first 
venture  in  investment.  The  southern  crisis  had 
now  arrived,  and  before  the  awful  thunder  of 
Fort  Sumter  had  rolled  away  he  had  enlisted,  on 
May  13,  i86t,  as  a  private  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Seventy-ninth  Regiment,  New  York  Highland- 
ers, a  National  Guard  regiment,  of  which  he  had 
been  a  member  and  with  which  he  then  entered 
the  United  States  service  in  defense  of  his  adopt- 
ed country.  With  this  gallant  regiment,  made  up 
largely  of  Scotchmen,  he  served  from  the  first 
fight  of  Bull  Run  to  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Ap- 
pomattox, participating  in  forty-five  battles  and 
being  three  times  wounded. 

It  is  due  to  Mr.  Baird  to  say  that  the  records 
show  that  he  was  always  at  his  post  doing  his 
duty  in  every  engagement  in  which  the  regiment 
participated.  Their  first  engagement  was  at 
Blackburn's  Ford,  July  18,  i86t,  followed  by  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Run  on  July  20th,  and  in  rapid 
succession  the  battles  of  Lowinsville,  Virginia, 
and  Port  Royal,  Covvessess  and  James*  Island, 
South  Carolina,  several  skirmishes  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock river,  second  Bull  Run  and  Chdntilly. 
In  the  last  mentioned  battle  he  received  a  severe 
musket  ball  wound  in  the  left  arm,  where  he  still 
carries  the  bullet  as  a  memento  of  that  terrible 
field  of  carnage.  His  next  fight  was  in  front  of 
the  murderous  stone  wall  at  Fredericksburg,  fol- 
lowed by  the  battles  of  \'icksburg  and  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  and  Blue  ^Springs,  Lenore  and  Camp- 
bell Stations  and  lM)rt  Saunders,  Tennessee. 
Then  came  the  memorable  siege  of  Knoxville, 
where  as  ca])tain  commanding  one  corner  of  the 
fort  he  successfully  rejnilsed  the  repeated  on- 
slaughts of  the  superior  army  of  General  Long- 
street,  with  the  total  loss  of  but  four  of  his  men, 


while  inHicting  a  loss  of  nine  upon  the  enem^'- 
Chivalrous    Tennesseeans   have  never   forgott^^j 
their  disgraceful  defeat,  but  in  such  victory  th^y 
loudly  proclaimed  to  Colonel  Baird  the  undyitio- 
glory  of  being, the  hero  of  the  fiercely  contested 
battle  of  Knoxville.    The  regiment  is  next  hearrf 
from  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsy/- 
vania  Court  House,   Mine  Run  and  in  all  the 
minor  engagements  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and 
closed  its  campaign  w^ith  the  surrender  of  Lee  at 
Appomattox  after  having  served  four  years  and 
three  months.    By  his  gallant  conduct  he  gained 
rapid  promotion  from  the  rank  of  private  to  that 
of  sergeant,  from  the  latter  to  shoulder  straps  and 
through  various  grades  as  commissioned  officer, 
and  from  May,  1864,  until  the  Seventy-ninth  was 
mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  he  was  captain,  ma- 
jor and  colonel  commanding.  He  was  three  times 
wounded :    First  in  the  battle  of  Chantillv,  where 
the  brave  Kearny  and  Stevens  fell,  and  previously 
referred  to ;  next,  at  Blue  Spring,  he  received  a 
gunshot  wound  in  the  shoulder  ;  and  he  was  stnick 
by  a  piece  of  shell  in  the  hip  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg,— neither   of   the   latter,    however,  retiring: 
him  from  the  field. 

For  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  two  of 
the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  war,  the  first  and  sec- 
ond battles  of  Bull  Run,  he  was  promptly  pro- 
moted from  the  position  of  corporal  to  that  of 
sergeant  and  from  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant 
to  that  of  captain.  At  a  regimental  dinner  given 
many  years  after  the  war  his  health  was  proposed 
by  Colonel  Morrison,  who  referred  to  him  as  the 
only  soldier  of  the  regiment  who  had  twice  been 
promoted  on  the  field  for  bravery  in  action. 

Returning  to  Brooklyn  in  1867,  Colonel 
Baird  formed  a  partnership  with  Robinson  Gill 
in  the  stone-cutting  business.  Their  yards,  which 
occupied  a  f)art  of  the  ])resent  location,  were  the 
same  in  which  Colonel  Baird  had  learned  his 
trade.  This  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest 
stone  yards  in  ]^>rooklyn.  and  the  plant  to-day  i> 
the  finest  e(|ui])])e(l  in  all  Greater  New  York,  and 
has  led  the  world  in  the  introduction  of  improved 
machinery.  The  first  diamond  saw  for  cutting 
stone  was  set  uj)  in  this  mill.  It  was  invented  by 
Hugh  Young,  a  private  in  Colonel  Baird's  rcgi- 
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The  Colonel  is  a  practical  stone-cutter  and 
his  personal  supervision  to  every  detail  of 
ctensive  business,  and  none  of  his  large  force 
en  work  harder  or  more  regularly  than  he. 
ig  some  of  the  more  important  contracts 
by  Colonel  Baird  were  for  the  following 
ings :  The  New  Museum  building  of  the 
<lyn  Institute,  the  Telephone  building,  the 
Department  headquarters,  the  Real  Estate 
ange  building  and  the  Twentieth  Precinct 
n-house. 

olitically  Colonel  Baird  has  been  active  and 
inent  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  As  a  Rc- 
:an  he  has  been  nominated  for  the  highest 
s  in  the  gift  of  the  city.  He  represented  the 
:eenth  ward  in  the  board  of  alderman  for 
terms,  from  1876  to  1882.  As  a  member  of 
)ody,  although  a  stanch  Republican,  his  scrv- 
as  characterized  with  a  fearless  and  inde- 
nt spirit  unfettered  by  any  i)arty  trammels, 
ilways  he  sought  to  serve  what  he  deemed 
est  interests  of  Brcx)klyn,  hoUling  the  wel- 
if  the  city  above  political  scheming,  and  la- 
as  a  supporter  and  adviser  of  Mayor  Low. 
85  Colonel  Baird  was  the  unanimous  choice 
>  party  for  mayor,  but  declined  the  nomina- 
for  mayor  in  1887  and  again  in  1889.  In 
he  was  tendered  the  postmastcrshii)  of 
<lvn  bv  President  Harrison,  which  he  also 
led  to  accept.  He  was  one  of  the  most  in- 
ial  advocates  of  the  new  East  river  bridge 
vas  president  of  the  commission  ap])ointed 
layor  Schieren.  He  is  actively  identified 
business  and  financial  interests  in  the  East- 
)istrict.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Manufac- 
;'  National  Bank  and  Twenty-sixth  Ward 
,  a  trustee  of  the  Williamsburg  Savings 
.  the  Nassau  Trust  Company,  and  treasurer 
e  Kings  County  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
rt. 

e  is  a  member  of  Grant  Post  No.  445,  G.  A. 
le  Loyal  Legion,  and  has  been  treasurer  of 
[anover  Club  since  its  organization. 
e  has  been  twice  married.  For  his  first 
ne  married  a  Miss  Warner,  in  1867.  Three 
en,  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  blessed  this 


union :  Andrew  R.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Bel- 
lous  and  has  three  children, — Andrew  D.,  AHce 
and  Hartwell, — is  associated  with  his  father; 
Miss  Annie  L.  Baird ;  and  William  W.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  McGregor  and  is  also  assisting  his  fa- 
ther in  carrying  on  his  extensive  enterprises. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  who  was  Miss 
Catherine  Lamb,  he  married  in  1882. 

.Andrew  Baird,  the  father  of  Colonel  Baird, 
was  likewise  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  a 
stone-cutter  by  trade  and  occupation.  He  was 
born  in  Kelso,  Scotland,  in  1818,  and  learned  the 
mason's  trade,  and  followed  stone-setting  before 
and  after  coming  to  this  country  in  1853.  He 
brought  with  him  his  wife  and  Hvc  children  and 
located  in  Williamsburg  at  the  corner  of  Division 
avenue  and  Second  street,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  stone-setting  business  up  to  within  two  years 
of  his  death. 

He  enlisted  for  three  vears  in  the  Seventv- 
ninth  Regiment,  New  York  Highlanders,  in  Au- 
gust, 1862,  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  tw6  of  his 
sons,  Andrew  D.  and  Alexander  L.,  having  en- 
listed in  the  same  regiment  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  He  took'  part  in  the  battles  of  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Vicksburg 
and  numerous  minor  engagements,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  two  years  he  was  discharged  from  the 
service  on  account  of  disablity  contracted  in  front 
of  X'icksburg,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never 
recovered  and  died  in  1869.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  C)dd  Fellows  and 
the  Lee  Avenue  Congregational  church.  He  mar- 
ried Ellen  Lindsay,  who  is  still  living,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  Their  children  were  An- 
drew D. ;  Ellen,  the  wife  of  Robert  Fairchild; 
Alexander  L.,  who  is  a  veteran  of  the  Seventy- 
ninth  Regiment  and  served  through  the  entire 
war  with  the  Colonel,  is  a  member  of  Mansfield 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons. He  is  a  stone-cutter  bv  trade  and  with  his 
next  vounger  brother.  William  W.,  constitutes 
the  stone-setting  firm  of  A.  L.  &  W.  W.  Baird. 
The  latter  served  nine  months  as  drummer  boy  in 
the  C'ivil  war,  having  joined  the  Thirteenth  Reg- 
iment the  day  he  was  fifteen  years  old.    James  B., 
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the  voimgest  son,  a  stone-cutter  by  trade,  is  su- 
perintendent of  Colonel  Baird's  immense  stone 
business. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Colonel  Baird,  actu- 
ated by  his  sense  of  duty  to  country  and  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  freedom,  won  for  himself  on  the 
field  of  battle  a  high  place  in  the  annals  of  fame. 
With  peace  and  union  restored  his  active  interest 
and  hearty  support  of  all  undertakings  which 
have  for  their  objects  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity have  made  him  a  prominent  factor  in  the 
councils  of  public  affairs,  and  his  honest  meth- 
ods and  keen  business  foresight  have  secured  to 
him  an  enviable  position  in  the  world  of  finance 
and  trade. 

JLDGE  GEORGE  GREENWOOD 
REYNOLDS. 

The  Brooklyn  bench  and  bar  standard,  from  a 
purely  historical  standiK)int,  includes  many,  not- 
able names ;  but  if  the  factors  are  sought  that 
have  given  to  either  the  bench  or  bar  their  char- 
acteristics that  are  worth  recording,  to-wit,  com- 
manding ability  and  undeviating  purity  of  pro- 
fessional life,  a  dozen  and  perhaps  a  half  a  dozen 
names  would  more  particularly  claim  prominence 
\mong  the  latter — and  for  reasons  that  no  chron- 
icler is  at  liberty  to  ignore — would  be  included 
Judge  George  (t.  Reynolds. 

As  early  as  1844  ^I^-  Reynolds,  then  a  young 
law\(T  just  adniittcd  to  the  bar,  began  ])ractice  in 
this  city.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1854  that 
he  became  permanentlv  irlentified  with  the  Urook- 
lyn  bar.  l-'or  a  decade  of  years  he  divided  his 
practice  between  Ulster  county.  New  York,  and 
Poiif^hkeepsic.  Dutchess  county,  this  state,  ])rin- 
ci])rill}'  in  the  latter  city,  where  he  became  thor- 
ouiij^lily  mature(^  and  e(iui])])e(l  for  his  subsefjuent 
practice,  l/pon  his  second  locatic^n  in  ]^»rooklyn 
in  1854  h(f  entered  into  ])artnershi})  with  Richard 
Ingrahani  and  Ricliard  C\  I'nderhill,  and  at  once 
to<k  1  strong  j)osiiion  among  the  members  of  the 
bar,  and  by  unswerving  integrity  in  his  ])ractice 
and  ])r<»n(nince(l  legal  ability  soon  Iniilt  up  a 
lucrative  l)nsinc<s.  The  strong  inij)ression  he 
was  making  upon  the  court,  bar,  clientele  and 


the  public  was  soon  attested  by  popular  favor. 
Of  scholarly  habits,  marked  legal  acumen,  pro- 
mising withal  the  judicial  temperament  and  com- 
manding universal  confidence,  he  was,  in  1861, 
elevated  to  the  bench,  and  he  served  as  judge  of 
the  city  court  from  1861  to  1867,  and  ag^in  a 
second  term  from  1873  to  1887.  As  judge  his 
able  discussions  abimdantly  justified  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  entire  bar.  Judge  Re\Tiokls'  subse- 
quent practice  has  been  in  continuance  of  the  same 
straightforward  and  successful  course  that 
marked  his  early  career,  and  his  name,  synony- 
mous with  the  highest  ideals  of  professional  life, 
has  become  indelibly  associated  with  the  high 
character  of  the  Brooklyn  bench  and  bar.  Among 
the  many  prominent  cases  in  which  the  Judge  has 
appeared  a  recent  one  of  great  public  interest  was 
that  of  Brooklyn  against  the  Long  Island  Water 
Works,  to  acquire  title  to  the  same.  In  t8<->o  he 
was  appointed  by  Governor  Hill  a  member  of 
the  commission  to  revise  the  judiciary  article  of 
the  constitution. 

Judge  Reynolds  has  also  received  from  and 
conferred  honors  upon,  his  alma  matcr^  Weslevan 
University,  Aliddletown,  Connecticut.  Conspic- 
uous among  the  alumni  his  advice  and  counsel 
have  constantly  been  sought,  and  he  has  served 
as  president  of  its  board  of  trustees  since  1887. 
Equally  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  he  served  as  member  of  the 
general  conference  in  1872,  1876,  1880  an<l  1884. 
Sui)plementing  his  professional  life  by  wide  lit- 
erary culture,  he  has  frequently  written  articles 
for  j)rominent  magazines,  and  a  number  of  pa|>ers 
C'U  legal  subjects  for  "The  New  People's  Cvclo- 
ped  la. 

Judge  Reynolds  was  bom  in  Amenia,  Dutch- 
ess county.  New  York,  February  7,  1821,  the  son 
of  (ieorge  Reynolds  and  x\bagail  Pennover.  He 
prepared  for  college  at  Amenia  Seminary  and  en- 
tering: Weslevan  I'niversity,  Middletown.  Con- 
necticut, was  graduated  in  1841,  was  made  a 
^Taster  of  Arts  in  1844,  ^"^^  Doctor  of  Laws  in 
1871  by  the  same  institution.  His  leg-al  studies 
were  ]>ursue(l  in  the  law  office  of  Street  &  Wil- 
kinsr.n.  I'oughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  in  that  of 
lion.   John   Dikeman,  of   Brooklyn,    X'ew    York. 
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Since  his  retircTiicnt  from  the  bench  Judge  Rey- 
in^Uls  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
l:*rcK)klvn,  in  association  with  his  son.  Frank  Rev- 
noldb.  l\Tsonaily  he  has  confined  himself  niost- 
i\'  to  litip^ated  business,  and  has  been  employed 

extensively  as  counsel  in  the  trial   of  cases  for 

other  lawyers. 

LL'DWIG  XISSFX. 

""The  proper  study  of  mankiml  is  man,"  said 
Hof><?;  and  aside  from  this,  in  its  bn^ader  sense, 
w-fiiit  basis  of  study  and  information  have  we? 
(-«oi:i.<3ological  research,  then,  has  its  value,  be  it  in 
tl"i<?  tracing  of  an  obscure  line  or  the  following 
bacV^  of  the  course  of  a  noble  and  illustrious  line- 
ag"o^  ^vhose  men  have  been  val<^rous,  whose  women 
<^>^  ^^^ntle  refinement.  We  of  this  end-of-the  cen- 
t'-^t-^^  democratic  type  camiot  afT(^rd  to  scoff  at  or 
to  liold  in  light  esteem  the  bearing  up  of  an  es- 
^^*t.<j:lieon  upon  whose  fair  face  appears  no  sign 
of  lj>lot:  and  he  should  thus  be  more  honored  who 
"^->J^<"-jrs  a  noble  name  and  the  menniry  of  noble 
^^*^<.ls.  The  lineage  of  the  subject  of  this  review 
^^  <^xie  of  the  most  distinguished  and  interesting 
o^^lc^T,  and  no  apology  need  be  made  in  reverting 
^^  t:F^is  in  connection  with  the  individual  accom- 
pli sl-^nients  of  the  subject  himself.  ( )ne  branch  of 
Ills;  family  gave  to  Denmark  her  celebrated  states- 
"^«^x-^  ,  George  Nicholas  \'on  Xissen,  while  his 
"^^^tlier's  ancestors  under  the  name  of  \'on 
^^V'-rtzkv,  ranked  high  among  the  Polish  no- 
bilitix. 


-XIr.  Xissen  was  born  in  Ilussum,  Schleswig- 

^^^*Svtein,  on  the  2d  day  of  December,  1855,  and 

^    ^^»~  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools 

"^l^at  place  he  served  for  a  short  time  as  assist- 

^^^^        secretary   of  the   imperial    district   court  of 

^^*^lcswig;  but  he  desired  to  try  his  fortune  in 

ign  lands,  and  in  the  year   itSjj  he  crossed 

-'Atlantic  to  New  York,  where  he  arrived  with 

sh  capital  of  but  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 


to 
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^^xvever,  he  was  energetic  and  determined,  and 


'^X'-orked  his  wav  steadilv  UT)ward,  scorning  no 

,.  ^I^lovment  that  would  vield  him  an  iK^norablc 

^■^^g,  and  this  advanced  him  step  by  stc]),  for 

^^it  and  diligence  never  fail  to  bring  reward. 


He  put  aside  family  pride  and  worked  as  a  boot- 
black and  waiter  in  a  hotel,  and  there  his  ability, 
diligence  and  perseverance  were  noted  by  his  em- 
ployer, and  he  subseciuently  became  the  cashier. 
Later  he  became  a  IxKDkkeeper  and  was  afterward 
the  manager  of  a  hotel.  Siibseciuently  he  engaged 
in  the  butchering  business  on  his  own  account, 
this  enterprise  being  his  first  independent  venture. 
Next  he  engaged  in  the  running  of  a  restaurant, 
and  afterward  lost  five  thousand  dollars  in  the 
wine  busines.^.  through  the  unworthiness  of  a 
])arti!er.  He  was  again  not  (mly  without  capital 
but  aiM»  burdened  with  indebtedness;  vet  with  un- 
falling  courage  he  set  to  work  to  retrieve  his  lost 
possessions. 

( )n  the  1st  of  Mav,  1881,  Mr.  Nissen,  in  com- 
pany  with  a  Mr.  Schilling,  estabHshed  a  small 
jewelry  shop  at  Xo.  51  Nassau  street,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Schilling  &  Nissen.  Their  trade  in- 
creased rapidly  and  at  the  end  of  two  years  the 
business  was  recognized  under  the  firm  title  of 
Ludwig  Xissen  &  Company.  In  1885  the  busi- 
ness was  removed  to  its  present  quarters,  Xo.  18 
John  street,  and  at  the  expiration  of  five  years 
Mr.  Xissen  purchased  his  partner's  interest  and 
associated  with  him  several  fonner  employes.  He 
is  to-day  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  dia- 
mond merchants  in  the  L'nited  States,  and  so  po- 
tent has  been  his  influence  that  the  New  York 
Jewelers'  Association,  composed  of  the  leading 
firms  in  the  jewelry  trade,  elected  him  its  treas- 
urer for  several  vears  and  finallv  honored  him 
with  the  presidency.  In  January,  1892,  he  was 
sent  to  Albany  as  the  chairman  of  a  jewelers' 
committee,  his  associates  on  the  committee  being 
Charles  L.  Tiffany  and  Joseph  Fahys.  They 
were  to  appear  in  company  with  other  trade  rep- 
n^senlatives  and  argue  before  the  senate  commit- 
tee the  necessity  of  increasing  the  state  appropri- 
ation for  the  Columbian  Exposition  from  three 
to  fiYQ  hundred  thousand  dollars.  On  that  occa- 
sion Mr.  Xissen  made  his  reputation  as  a  speaker, 
forcible  and  logical,  and  his  was  one  of  two  of  the 
many  addresses  delivered  on  that  occasion  that 
were  iniblished. 

As  the  president  of  the  New  York  Jewelers' 
Association  his  administration  was  marked  bv  his 
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vigorous  prosecution  of  noted  diamond  thieves, 
which  resuhed  in  the  practical  suppression  of 
their  operations.  The  high  rank  he  holds  as  an 
expert  on  diamonds  and  precious  stones  has  made 
him  everywhere  famous,  and  he  has  been  fre- 
quently  invited  to  lecture  on  this  most  interesting 
subject  before  clubs  and  societies.  He  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Tennessee  Centennial  Exposition 
authorities  as  judge  of  the  awards  in  the  depart- 
ment of  commerce,  to  whom,  with  Mr.  Kunz, 
were  referred  all  the  exhibits  of  art  goods,  jew- 
elry, minerals  and  precious  stones.  He  was  the 
commissioner  for  Brooklyn  to  the  Atlanta  Expo- 
sition of  1895  and  the  Nashville  Exposition  in 

1897,  having  served  as  the  treasurer  on  both  com- 
missions ;  and  in  1899  he  was  honored  by  elec- 
tion to  the  treasurership  of  the  New  York  state 
commission  to  the  Universal  Exposition  at  Paris 
of  icKX).  He  was  elected  the  president  of  the 
Manufacturers'   Association    of    New   York    in 

1898,  which  office  he  continues  to  fill. 

In  the  financial  world  Mr.  Xissen  is  equally 
prominent.  He  is  the  vice  president  of  the  Ori- 
ental ]*ank  of  New  York  city,  and  is  also  a  trus- 
tee.of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  r>rc)oklyn,  which 
represents  deposits  of  nearly  thirty  million  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  Nissen  is  a  member  of,  and  officially  iden- 
tified with,  various  social  and  fraternal  societies. 
A  Re|)ublican  politically,  he  served  a  term  as  a 
civil-service  commissioner  of  lirooklyn  and  en- 
joyed the  honor  of  presiding  at  the  great  McKin- 
lev  and  Roosevelt  niectiui^  held  in  the  Academv 
of  Music  in  October.  1900,  the  greatest  Repub- 
lican demonstration  of  the  campaign  in  the  city. 
In  K^97,  when  the  Citizens'  Cnion  of  (Greater 
New  ^'ork  nominated  President  Seth  Low  for 
mayor  anrl  cx-Secrctary  of  the  Treasury  Charles 
S.  h'nirrhiid  for  controller.  Mr.  Xissen  was  hon- 
ored l)y  a  unanimous  nomination  for  the  office  of 
president  of  the  council.  I^'eeling  assured  that 
tint  ticket  would  be  elected,  he  felt  constrained 
to  decline  the  nomination  on  account  (»f  not  being 
in  a  position  to  fill  the  office  acce])tahly  to  himself. 

rmmediati'ly  following  the  McKinley  cam- 
paign of  1900,  abont  sixtv  of  I  Brooklyn's  most 
representative   citizens   met    at    the   Academy   of 


Music  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Citizens' 
Union  for  bringing  about  absolute  union  of  a\\ 
forces  opposed  to  Tammany  misrule.  Mr.  Nissen 
was  made  chairman  of  the  meeting,  chairman  ci 
the  committee  on  organizations  of  the  Citizens' 
Union,  and  later  chairman  of  the  borough  com- 
mittee of  Brooklyn.    He  was  also  made  vice-pT"es- 
ident  of  the  Citizens'  Union  of  New  York,  vice, 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  one  hundred   and 
was  one  of  the  executive  committee  of  twe/ve 
which  went  into  conference  with  the  anti-Tam- 
many organizations  for  the  purpose  of  making  up 
a  Fusion  ticket.     Throughout  the  deliberation  oi 
this  conference  Mr.  Nissen's  name  was  frequent- 
ly mentioned  for  both  mayor  and  comptroller ;  bu't 

at  all  times,  owing  to  the  important  position  l'^^ 
occupied  in  the  conference  and  activity  he  ha.^ 
manifested  in  the  preliminary  campaign,  he  absC^" 
lutelv  declined  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used  ic^  ^ 
any  office  whatsoever.  Mr.  Nissen  belongs  to  thi 
high  type  of  our  citizenship  who  are  willing  t 
give  their  time,  money  and  energy  for  the  bettei 
ing  of  the  conditions  of  mankind  without  askin  l 
or  expecting  return,  except  the  consciousness  th^^ 
right  has  been  done.  -  The  overwhelming  success 
of  the  Fusion  ticket  and  the  disastrous  defeat  err 
Tammany  Ifall  was  notably  in  a  large  measurer 
due  to  the  magniticent  work  of  the  Citizeim^  • 
I'nion,  and  for  which  Mr.  Nissen  is  justly  cmr 
titled  to  a  large  measure  of  credit. 

A  study  of  bis  personality  reveals  a  man  2? 
sided  man.  IJy  genius,  energy  and  integrity  "•■ " 
has   forged  liis  way  to  the  front,   winning  jui 

fame   and   an   eminent   position   among  men. 

man,  though  of  genuine  kindliness  of  heart.  ^ 
tenacions  as  iron  to  a  ])urpose  when  once  he  l"i^ 
made  up  his  mind. 

ALP.ERT    E.  LAMP,. 

Colonel  .Mbert  E.  Lamb,  one  of  the  Icadi*"' 
members  of  the  Brooklyn  bar,  and  for  many  yea  ^ 
an  active  and  useful  officer  in  the  National  Cua  f* 
of  tlie  state  of  New  York,  was  born  November  <7 
T843,  in  \\  orcester,  Massachusetts.  His  ]^are/"it^ 
were  lulward  and  Jane  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Eani?^- 
His  first  American  ancestor  was  Colonel  Lain/->» 
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^-Iic->    came  from   England  with   the  Puritans  in 
i63c:>    and    settled    at    Roxbury,  Massachusetts. 
This  earlv  colonist  and  his  immediate  descendants 
"weir^  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  bore  a  full 
sHa.  re  in  all  those  efforts  which  contributed  to  the 
est3.h>lishment  of  social  institutions  and  the  found- 
ing;'    of  the  commonwealth.     Some  of  their  num- 
ber      were  courageous   defenders    of    the   infant 
'W'liite  settlements  during  the  Indian  wars,  while 
othors,  of  a  later  generation,  fought  in  the  Patriot 
amiN'  during  the  war  for  independence.     Among 
the     latter  was  Samuel  Lamb,  great-grandfather 
of  CTolonel  Albert  E.  Lamb,  who  bore  the  commis- 
sioii     of  a-  captain.     Three  of  his  family  were  at 
BuiiWer  Hill  and  in  the  ^Mexican  war  a  great-uncle 
"^^'as    a  colonel  in  the  regular  army.     Early  in  the 
^ig^Hteenth  centurv  the  Lamb  family  became  re- 
latecl    by  marriage  with  the  Davis  family,  which 
^''igriiiated  in  Wales,  and  settled  in  Oxford,  Wor- 
cester county,  Massachusetts,  and  became  one  of 
the   prominent  families  of  that  state.     The  Smith 
family^  from  which  Colonel  Lamb  is  descended 
^^  tlie  maternal  side,  were  Scotch- Irish  Presby- 
^^^i^ns  who  came  from  the  north  (;f  Ireland  in 
^7'^^,  and  settled  in  Rutland,  Worcester  county, 
-^^3.Si>achusetts.     Members  of  this  family  served 
^uririor  the  Revolutionary  war.    Amont^^  these  was 
^^^r^e  Smith,  who  was  a  lieutenant. 

-A.  Ibert  E.  Lamb  attended  the  Worcester  high 

School^  and  completed  his  education  at  Vale  Col- 

^S"^,     at  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 

^l    1867.     ^^  became  a  teacher  in  the  X'ermont 

^ni\,-^j.5J|.y   j^j^j  later  in  the  Xorwich   ( Connect i- 

^^^)     Pree  Academy.    He  studied  law  in  the  same 

^^^'>    Jind  was  admitted  to  the  Connecticut  bar  in 

y^       In  November  of  the  same  year  he  came 

^  -"^t-ooklyn,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Xew 

^^'"^  in  1871.     He  at  once  entered  upon  practice. 

J^^^  ill  1876  he  became  junior  partner  in  the  law 
^^^  of  Condit  &  Lamb,  and  this  association  was 
^^^'^tained  until  t88i.  In  the  latter  year  he  be- 
^e   a  partner  with  Hon.  Jesse  Johnson,  in  the 

^^  of  Johnson  &  Lamb,  which  existed  until 
^^>  when  the  style  of  the  firm  was  changed  to 


that 
Joh 


of  Lamb  &  Johnson.     In   A  fay.   icpo,   Mr. 
^son    retired,   and     since    that   time   Cohniel 
*^^h  has  practiced  aloile.    During  his  long  prac- 


tice, covering  a  period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  he  has  given  much  of  his  attention  to  the 
trial  of  important  cases,  and  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  most  capable  and  successful  -jury  lawyers 
in  Greater  New  York.  His  excellent  character, 
scholarly  attainments  and  marked  ability  have, 
throughout  his  career,  commanded  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  the  bench  and  bar. 

Colonel  I^mb  was  for  several  years  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  National  (juard  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  He  rendered  efficient  service  in  the 
capacity  of  judge  advocate  on  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral James  Jourdan,  commanding  the  Second  Di- 
vision, and  on  the  staff  of  his  successors,  General 
C.  T.  Christensen  and  General  Edward  L.  Mol- 
ineaux.  He  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  polit- 
ical honors,  but  his  peculiar  capabilities  led  to  his 
api)ointment  as  attorney  for  the  police  and  excise 
commissioner  under  the  administration  of  Mayor 
Seth  Low,  in  1892,  and  as  attorney  for  the  board 
of  park  commissioners  during  the  term  of  Com- 
missioner Frank  Squires.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
IJnxiklyn  Bar  Association,  a  charter  member  of 
the  Montauk  Club,  the  P>roc)klyn  Club  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  England  Societies  of  New  York 
and  Brooklyn,  and  is  connected  with  various  pro- 
fessional and  social  organizations.  In  his  polit- 
ical ])rinciplcs  he  is  a  Republican. 

Colonel  Lamb  was  married,  April  16,  1879, 
to  Mjss  .\nnic  Louise  Kendall,  a  native  of  P>rook- 
lyn  and  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  William  i>.  and 
Harriet  M.  iV^x)  Kendall,  formerly  of  Massa- 
chuselts.  A  daughter,  Grace  Fay  Lamb,  was 
b(^rn  of  this  marriage.  August  16,  1887,  and  two 
sons  are  deceased.  The  family  residence  is  in 
r>rooklyn. 

Hl'GH    AFcLAIXtHLIN. 

The  general  recognition  of  ex-Register  Hugh 
McLaughlin  as  a  Democratic  leader  was  almost 
coincident  with  his  first  active  participation  in 
local  politics.  He  came  ui)on  the  field  at  a  time 
when  the  labor  clement  of  the  parly,  owing  to  the 
famine  in  Ireland  and  the  Euroj)ean  uprisings  of 
1848.  had  been  largely  augmented  by  immigra- 
tion, and  his  vocations  had  brought  him  into  inti- 
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mate  relations  with  the  working  population, 
among  w^hom  he  had  a  wide  acquaintance.  His 
unniversally  acknowledged  industry,  ability  and 
integrity,  together  with  the  reputation  of  * 'al- 
ways keeping  his  promise,"  constituted  a  very 
important  factor  of  that  representative  position 
to  which  he  so  quickly  attained.  The  old  leaders 
saw  in  him  a  valuable  agent  through  whom  to 
influence  the  labor  vote,  and  he  was  solicited  to 
participate  in  the  work  of  the  organization ;  but 
when  he  made  his  first  appearance  in  a  conven- 
tion he  found  that  it  was  himself,  not  his  seniors, 
whom  his  friends  desired  to  support  and  serve. 
Rivals  among  the  old  leaders  solicited  his  co-op- 
eration, and  the  fact  of  his  influence  was  forced 
upon  him ;  but  this  did  not  turn  his  head,  al- 
though to  his  sagacity  in  equally  balancing  con- 
tending claims,  and  treating  all  comers  with  equal 
courtesy  and  honesty,  his  attainment  and  long- 
continued  occupancy  of  the  position  of  conmiand- 
er-in-chief  of  the  Kings  county  Democracy  is  due. 

^Ir.  McLaughlin  is  a  man  of  very  few  words ; 
'  he  listens,  observes,  thinks  and  then  acts.  He 
rarely  adopts  anv  course  until  he  has  heard  all 
that  can  be  said  on  all  sides  of  a  question.  Well 
intended  advice  always  receives  courteous  atten- 
tion from  him ;  in  fact,  he  welcomes  it  from  those 
whom  he  deems  informed  upon  what  they  speak, 
and  in  the  councils  of  his  party  there  is  no  better 
listener  nor  a  more  silent  man  than  he.  Despite 
the  warring  of  factions,  petty  local  dissensions, 
national  or  state  ])arty  diiTcrcnccs,  he  maintains 
his  place,  a  trusted  leader,  the  structure  of  whose 
reputation  and  position  is  based  u])on  the  belief 
of  b(uh  opponents  and  allies  that  "his  word  is  as 
good  as  his  bond."  In  i>rivatc  life  Mr.  McLaugh- 
lin is  retiring  and  unassuming,  but  is  an  interest- 
ing person  to  meet.  He  is  a  man  of  domestic 
tastes,  tem]XTate  in  all  things,  his  benefactions 
to  tlie  poor  and  to  religious  and  other  institutions 
are  liberallx  but  unostentatiously  bestowed,  and 
not  a  few  liave  cau^e  to  gratefully  remeni])er  his 
l)rivate  charities. 

Hugh  McLaughlin  was  Ix^rn  in  1825,  on  Fur- 
man  street  ( tlien  called  luerett  street),  tliis  city. 
His  fatlier.  \\h<»  came  to  the  I'nited  States  in 
18 TO.   and   ]ieli)e(l  l)uil(l   the  Fort    Greene  earth- 


work in  1812,  was  a  lighterman,  and  through  his 
industry  and  thrift  owned  the  home  in  w^hich  the 
family  lived,  the  foot  of  the  Heights.     Subse- 
quently the  elder  McLaughlin  purchased  prop- 
erty at  the  corner  of  Jay  and  Concord  streets, 
upon  which  he  erected  a  new  dwelling,  the  build- 
ing long  known  as  the  "White  House,"  whidi 
was  for  many  years  locally  prominent  as  a  polit- 
ical headquarters.     In  this  house  the  father  died 
in  1835,  and  shortly  afterward  Hugh,  who  was 
then  only  ten  years  of  age,  began  to  earn  his  owt\ 
living  by  working  on  his  brother's  lighter-boat- 
When  thirteen  years  of  age  he  was  apprentice^ 
to  Thursby  &  Company,  rope-manufacturers  m'*^ 
Bushwick.      Four  years   later   Mr.   McLaughli^*^ 
and  one  of  his  elder  brothers  became  partners  i  ^ 
the  fish  business  in  the  old  market  on  Atlantic  a^^' 
enue,  and  when  the  new  Atlantic  market  was  bui-  ^t 
they  opened  a  stand  in  it.     On  the  death  of  li.   "5s 
brother,  Mr.  McLaughlin  continued  the  business  s, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  the  princij:^  ^I 
dealer  in  the  market.    There  Mr.  Mclaughlin  i —  <- 
mained  until  about  1854,  when,  shortly  after  tltie 
consolidation    of    Brooklyn,    Williamsburg    xmnd 
Bushwick,  he  retired  from  the  business,  witli    a 
bank  account  of  over  ten  thousand  dollars.     JHe 
had  for  some  time  been  constantly  importuned    hy 
his   numerous   friends  and  associates  to  take  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  management  of  the  |)oI/f- 
ical  affairs  of  the  city.     The  leadership  of   the 
Democratic  party  was  then  largely  in  control  0! 
Messrs.   Lott,   Murphy  and   V'anderbilt,  a  le^i 
firm  prominent  in  party  management.     Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin then  being  young,  vigorous  and  popular 
with  the  young  men  of  that  day,  was  urged  to 
the  front  by  them  to  l(X)k  after  their  interests  aii^ 
obtain  for  them  that  recognition  of  their  servic«^^ 
to  which  they  believed  they  were  entitled.    Son'^^ 
time  elapsed  before  he  consented,  but  he  final   "V 
acceded  to  their  requests. 

Tn   185^)  and  1857  there  were  two  factions      *■" 
the  party:  one   was  styled  the  **\'apderbilt  f»-^' 
tion,'*  composed  of  the  old  timers  of  that  day.t  *^^ 
other  was  the  **I>ra(lley  faction,"  which  tcx)k  *  ^'^ 
name  from   Daniel   Bradley,  who  was  presidcr^^* 
The    latter    faction    worked     in     sympathy  ^vit/? 
ITugii   McLaughlin,  and  was  according  to  usag"^ 
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the     regular  organization  of  the  party.     The  riv- 
alry-  between  the  factions-  resuhed  in  a  contested 
del^^tion  from  Kings  county  to  the  state  con- 
ventiion  of  1857.    The  Bradley  (or  McLaughlin) 
delegation  having  been  admitted  to  the  conven- 
tioT^.   was  designated   as   the   regular   delegation 
of  "tlie  county.     Previous  to  this,  in  1855,  (jeorge 
TaN"lor    was   elected    to    congress,  and    Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin,  through    Mr.   Taylor's   intluence,   was 
apfxiiinted  a  foreman  in  the  1  Brooklyn  navy  yard. 
In     I  858  Mr.    Taylor  came  up  for  re-election,  but 
the     Aanderbilt  wing  of  the  party  nominated  E. 
C.     Iwitchfield  against  him,  which  resulted  in  an- 
otlic-T  split  and  James  Humi)hrey,  the  Republican 
caiiclidate,  was  elected.     Mr.  McLaughlin  was  se- 
Ioel^<l  in  i8Ck)  as  one  of  the  delegates  to  the  na- 
tic>iial     Democratic    convention,     which     met    at 
C  iiiirleston.   S.   C.     He  was   sul)se(|uently   nomi- 
'^S-tiod  in  the  same  year  for  the  office  of  sheriff. 
^I"ie     \^anderbilt   wing  of   the    Democratic   party 
^^^I'liinated  John   McXamee  as  candidate  against 
"*'"^,   causing  a  split  in  the  party,  whereby  An- 
""*<^iiy'  F.  Campbell,  a  Republican,  was  elected. 

Then  the  Civil  war  began  and  party  lines  were 

^*^t     so  tightly  drawn  as  before.     Previous  to  the 

eloirtiion  of  1861  a  call  was  issued  from  prominent 

^^'^izc^ns  of  the  city,  without  respect  to  party  affili- 

^^*<^iis,  for  a  union  ticket.    A  meeting  was  held  on 

^"  <^i*t:  Greene  to  further  the  object  in  (luestion.  and 

**~-    McLaughlin  was  unanimously  nominated  for 

*^^    office  of  register  of  Kings  county,  and  was  tri- 

^*^"^F>hantlv  elected.     He  was  re-elected  in    1864. 

^^     1867  ^^  ^vas  renominated  for  the  third  time, 

^^^     Avas  defeated  by  Charles  Schurig  by  a  small 

'^^jority.     In  1870  Mr.   McLaughlin  was  again 

^^^^^inated    for   the   office   of   register,   and    was 

el  •  • 

^^ted  over   Benjamin    Wilson,   Republican,   by 

^*-^^<?  than  twelve  thousand  majority.    At  the  end 

.  tiliis  term  Mr.  McLaughlin  retired  to  private 

*^:-     and  has  never  since  been  a  candidate   for 

.  ^^^c    He  has,  however,  continued  to  take  active 

^^^rest  in  all  public  affairs,  and  his  intluence  in 

^^   I^emocratic  part  has  been  so  great  that  he  has 

^^    over  thirty  years  been  the  recognized  leader 

^^     the  party   in   Kings  county,   being  iK)])ularly 

•^"^own  as  "Ross  McLaughlin."     In  fact,  his  po- 

*^^^cal  strength  has  been  of  such  extent  that  it  has 


often  controlled  decisions  in  state  |X)litics,  and  he 
has  Ix^en  one  of  the  powers  to  l>e  reckoned  with  in 
national  campaigns. 

To  Mr.  McLaughlin  belongs  the  distinction  of 
having  been  the  first  political  "boss.''  In  the  early 
part  of  his  political  career,  while  occupying  his 
position  in  the  navy  yard,  he  was  known  as  the 
"Boss,"  that  term  being  then  almost  universally 
used  to  designate  a  foreman.  When  he  left  the 
navy  yard  and  e!itered  more  fully  the  field  of  pol- 
itics this  title  clung  to  him:  and  not  only  does  it 
cling  to  him  still  but  ])olitical  leaders  also  all  over 
the  L'nited  States,  who  have  attained  unusual 
prominence,  have  asssumed,  by  imitation,. the  sob- 
ririuet  of  which  Mr.  McLaughlin  was  the  orig- 
inal. P»eing  thus  known  for  so  many  years,  the 
later  generation,  in  many  instances,  are  not  aware 
that  to  Mr.  McLaughlin  and  his  oUl-time  friends 
the  title  bears  other  than  ])oIitical  significance. 

Mr.  McLaughlins  parents  were  Hugh  and 
Grace  (McLaughlin)  McLaughlin,  and  they  had 
ten  children :  Susan,  who  married  John  Mc- 
Laughlin;  Margaret,  who  married  Patrick  Mc- 
Laughlin :  Patrick ;  James :  Luke :  Xancy,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Ames,  and  later  Maurice  Fitz- 
gerald :  Cornelius  and  Hugh.  Two  others  died  in 
childhood.  Mrs.  I'itzgerald,  who  resided  in 
P>rooklyn  for  many  \ears,  was  a  well-read  lady,  of 
fine  character,  and  was  frequently  a  valuable  ad- 
viser of  Mr.  McLaughlin  in  matters  of  import- 
ance. All  of  Mr.  McLaughlin's  brothers  are  de- 
ceased, and  none  of  them  leaving  male  issue  he 
is  the  last  of  the  name  of  his  family. 

September  ii,  1862,  Mr.  McLauglin  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  Ellen  Kays,  daughter  of  Martin 
Ryerson  and  Mary  Ann  (Dusenberry)  Kays,  of 
Lafayette,  Sussex  countv,  Xew  Jersev.  Mr. 
Kays  owned  and  operated  a  large  farm  and  slate 
(juarry,  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
in  that  section  of  the  state.  He  had  ten  children, 
all  of  whom  reached  advanced  age. 

His  father,  John  Kays,  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, comint::  to  this  countrv  when  two  vears  of 
age.  He  learned  the  weaver's  trade  and  followed 
it  until  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
one  years. 

There  is  no  more  charitable  ladv  in  the  citv 
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of  Brooklyn  than  Mrs.  McLaughlin.  In  1870  she 
became  identified  with  the  Ladies's  Aid  Associa- 
tion of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  of  which  she  was  ap- 
pointed a  directress  by  the  bishop  of  the  Long 
Island  diocese.  She  continued  in  that  capacity 
until  1898,  when,  upon  reorganization  of  the  As- 
sociation, she  was  elected  president.  After  serv- 
ing two  years,  and  declining  re-election,  she  was 
made,  and  still  continues,  honorary  president. 
During  her  long  connection  with  the  hospital  she 
personally  secured  to  it  donations  to  the  amount 
of  $50,000,  not  including  her  valuable  work  in 
the  promotion  of  fairs  and  garden  parties.  She 
was  also  for  several  years  connected  with  the 
Newsboys  Home,  much  to  the  advantage  of  that 
institution.  During  the  Columbian  Exposition, 
Mrs.  McLaughlin  was  a  member  of  the  philan- 
thropic committee  for  Brooklyn,  in  which  she 
took  an  active  interest. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLaughlin  were  born  four 
children :  Hugh  Harvey  died,  aged  fourteen 
years ;  Mary  Grace  died,  aged  two  years ;  Helen 
A.  is  the  wife  of  William  C.  Courtney,  as- 
sistant district  attorney  of  Kings  county ;  and 
Laura  Josephine  married  James  A.  Roach, 
M.  D. 

Since  occupying  their  Remsen  street  home, 
Mrs.  McLaughlin  has  frecjuently  attended  the 
Church  of  St.  Charles  Borronico,  but  Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin is  still  a  regular  attendant  of  the  St. 
James  Pro-Catlicdral,  the  church  of  his  earlier 
days. 

In  Mr.  McLaughlin's  luxurious  home  are 
man\'  fine  tokens  of  regard  which  have  come  to 
him  as  testimonials  of  friendship  during  his  long 
and  useful  career,  as  well  as  many  rarities  of  his 
own  selection.  ( )ne  of  his  most  cherished  ])os- 
sessions  is  a  large  bronze  medallion  of  the  late 
Cardinal  ^IcCloskey.  It  is  the  third  one  made, 
the  first  going  to  His  Holiness,  Pope  Pius  IX,  the 
second  to  the  cardinal  himself,  and  the  next  one 
to  Mr.  McLaughlin. 

During  the  ])ast  few  years  Mr.  McLaughlin 
and  his  family  have  passed  the  winters  in  the 
south.  lie  has  traveled  extensively  in  the  I'nited 
States,  but  could  never  l)e  inchiced  to  cross  the 
ocean.     Mrs.  McLaughlin  has  Ix-en  even  a  greater 


traveler  than  her  husband,  and  has  among  her 
pleasant  early  recollections  a  trip  from  her  home 
in  New  Jersey  to  a  distant  part  of  Ohio,  before 
the  advent  of  railroads. 

WILLIAM    HESTER. 

Among  the  many  agencies  which  have  con- 
tributed to  the  wonderful  development  of  the  dty 
of  Brooklyn  and  have  given  it  worldwide  fame, 
none  is  comparable  with  the  **Eagle"  newspaper, 
and  with  its  name  is  inseparably  associated  that  of 
Colonel  William  Hester,  who  has  been  identified 
with  it  for  a  half-century  past,  and  for  the  greater 
part  of  that  time  as  its  manager  and  directing 
head.  And  it  is  only  truth  to  say  that  while  per- 
forming so  important  a  mission  he  has  erected  an 
enduring  and  eloquent  memorial  of  his  own 
splendid  achievements. 

Colonel  Hester  was  born  in  Poughkeepsie, 
Xew  York,  in  December,  1835.  His  father  was 
Sanuiel  Hester,  of  English  descent,  and  his  moth- 
er, wiio  was  a  sister  of  [saac  Van  Anden,  founder 
of  the  embryo  "Eagle,"  was  of  Dutch  descent. 
He  acquired  a  fair  education  in  a  public  school  in 
his  native  town  and  at  Rhinebeck  Academy. 
Earlv  in  18^2,  when  in  his  seventeenth  vear,  he 
he  left  home  and  became  an  apprentice  in  the 
printing  office  of  his  uncle,  Isaac  \  an  Anden,  in 
i>rooklyn.  After  passing  five  years  in  the  various 
tasks  imposed  upon  a  printer  in  the  days  of  hand- 
press  and  hand  composition,  he  became  a  clerk 
in  the  counting  room,  and  he  was  subsequently 
advanced  to  the  assistant  management  of  the  busi- 
ness. In  1870  the  ''Eagle"  passed  into  the  hands 
of  a  stock  company,  and  Colonel  Hester  acquired 
d^  small  interest  and  became  publisher  of  the  pa- 
])er.  Mr.  \  an  Anden  h.eing  president  of  the  com- 
pany. ( )n  the  death  of  the  latter  named,  in  i^75' 
Colonel  Hester,  who  had  acquired  additional  stock 
from  time  to  time,  succeeded  to  the  presidency. 
In  the  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  which 
has  claimed  since  that  time  the  larger  growth  •''i 
the  ])aper  and  the  vast  improvement  in  its  offices 
and  mechanical  facilities  have  been  effected  under 
the  masterful  management  of  Colonel  Hester. 
During  this  period  have  been  erected  two  com- 
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plete  newspaper  buildings,  while  the  mechanical 
equipment  has  been  repeatedly  changed  to  meet 
the-    necessities  of  modem  methods.    Great  as  have 
beeia  the  improvements  in  these  respects,  corre- 
spc:> lading  advancement  has  been  made  in  the  mak- 
ing  of  the  newspaper  itself.    To  make  the  **Eagle'* 
a    personal  organ,  or  use  it  to  further  a  personal 
or    f>olitical  ambition,  were  foreign  to  the  nature 
of   it:s  proprietor,  and  his  sole  purpose  has  been  to 
iiiaW*!^  it  what  it  is,  a  really  metropolitan  newspa- 
per   iind  a  worthy  and  influential  exponent  of  goo<l 
naoi-als,  good  citizenship  and  ^(X)d  government. 
To    this  end  he  has  drawn  to  his  assistance  a  rare- 
ly    «i.ble  and  conscientious  editorial   staff,  whose 
loysi.lty  to  their  tasks  is  constantly  stimulated  by 
t^"*^     conviction  that  they  share  the  spirit  of  their 
cliic^'l  and  covet  his  approval. 

In  his  earlier  manhood,  before  the  "Eagle" 

'*"*3.<rl'e  great  exactions  upon  his  energies,  he  iden- 

^'fi^^cl  himself  with  various  activities  in  the  city. 

^'^      ^  «^54  he  was  an  active  member  of  the  volun- 

^^^T"    fire  department,  in  the  days  of  hand  engines. 

^'"^       x8^7  he  became  connected  with  the  National 

^^^^i^Td  as  a  member  of  Companv  A,  Fourteenth 

^^^^ment,  and  for  five  years  he  was  quartermas- 

^^      r)f  the  Second  Division,  serving  on  the  staff 

^^      ^lajor  General  Thomas  S.  Dakin,  and  of  his 

^^^^^cr-essor,  Major -General  James  Jourdan. 

-An  earnest  Democrat,  he  has  habituallv  held 

al 

^^^'^f  from  political  prominence.     Tn  1882,  how- 

^'^^^»*,  he  reluctantly  accepted  the  nomination  for 

/'^^ress  from  the  Third  Congressional  district; 

^^      defeat  was  ex])ected,  but  his  personal  ])opu- 


l 


^^ty  enabled  him  to  reduce  the  Republican  ma- 

^it:y  from  seven  thousand  to  twenty-four  hun- 

,j_^^^<:l.     In  1886,  while  he  was  making  a  lour  of 

^y^^ope.  Mayor  Whitney  a]:)pointed  him  a  com- 

,  ^^^sioner  of  public  parks,  but  the  exactions  of  his 

^^^iness  obliged  him  to  decline  the  honor.     At 

.^^^^ther  time  he  persistently  declined  a  nomina- 

^^^^1  for  the  mavoraltv  of  Brooklyn. 

Ardent  in  his  friendships,  and  possessing  fine 

'  *^^ial  qualities.  Colonel  Hester  has  long  been  a 

*^^-*pular   member   of   the   leading   clubs,   among 

^■^ich  are  the  Hamilton,  the  UrcK^klyn,  the  Cres- 

^^tit  Athletic,  and  the  Riding  and  Driving  Clubs 

^^  Brooklyn,  the  Manhattan  Club  of  New  York, 


the  Larchmont  and  Shelter  Island  Yacht  Clubs, 
and  various  minor  organizations. 

In  a  souvenir  edition  of  the  ^'Brooklyn  Dailv 
Eagle"  (1901),  commemorating  the  sixtieth  an- 
niversary of  the  paper,  appears  a  fine  tribute  to 
Colonel  Hester  from  the  fervent  pen  of  St.  Clair 
^JcKelway,  the  editor  in  chief,  who  speaks  as  a 
warm  personal  friend  as  well  as  a  fellow  laborer. 
He  says : 

"William  Hester  is  the  best  epitome  of  the 
public  to  the  editor  of  the  *  Eagle'  that  could  be 
found.  He  has  no  difficulty  in  telling  right  from 
wrong,  instinctively  or  on  sight,  in  public  matters. 
He  knows  at  once  the  extent  to  which  a  policy 
can  be  carried,  with  assurance  of  public  backing, 
and  the  point  beyond  which  it  should  not  be 
pressed.  *  "  *  He  has  never  used  the 
'Eagle'  for  his  own  personal  or  political  purposes. 
:-  ^'^  .:^  He  is  a  strong,  modest,  fair,  even,  hon- 
est and  practical  man.  *  *  *  His  tastes  are 
simple,  his  associations  are  governed  by  con- 
geniality and  sincerity,  and  are  maintained  with 
that  spirit  ak^ie.  He  appreciates  wit  and  elo- 
fpience  in  writing,  in  speech,  and  his  sense  of  hu- 
mor is  as  marked  as  that  of  anv  one  who  could 
be  named.  His  memory  is  strong,  clear  and  dis- 
criminating. His  power  of  mimicry  is  unusual, 
thcnigli  rarely  employed,  and  his  liking  for  fiction, 
f(^r  drama,  for  oratory  and  for  manly  sports  is 
strong  and  growing." 

I^'RANK    S.  JONES. 

MKKClIAXr,    FIXANCIKR  AND   PURLTC  BENEFACTOR. 

When  a  man  achieves  ])ermanent  success  in 
any  undertaking  it  will  be  found  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  it  is  due  to  hereditary  traits  of 
which  the  man  himself  mav  be  unconscious. 
These  traits  may  remain  dormant  for  three  or 
four  generations  and  be  suddenly  developed  un- 
der a  favorable  environment.  The  early  ances- 
tors of  Frank  S.  Jones  were  men  of  strong  char- 
acter, invincible  courage  and  great  intellectual 
endowments.  The  colonial  records  of  Connecti- 
cut show  the  important  part  they  t(X)k  in  estab- 
lishing civil  aind  religious  liberty  in  that  colony. 

Colonel  John  Jones  was  the  immediate  ances- 
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tor  of  this  branch  of  the  Jones  family.  He  was 
governor  of  Anglesey,  member  of  parliament 
from  Messianetshir^,  Wales,  colonel  in  the  par- 
liamentary army  and  one  of  the  judges  who  de- 
cided the  fate  of  Charles  I  with  Whallev,  Goffe 
and  others.  After  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts, 
parliament  pardoned  all  who  took  part  in  Crom- 
well's dynasty  except  the  board  of  judges,  who 
were  beheaded.  Three  of  these.  Whallev,  Goffe 
and  Doxwell,  escaped  to  America,  and  with  them 
William  Jones,  the  son  of  Colonel  John  Jones. 
The  latter  married  a  sister  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

Deputy  Governor  William  Jones,  son  of  Col- 
onel John  Jones,  was  born  in  London  in  1624, 
where  he  became  a  lawyer  of  some  repute.  He 
married  in  England,  July  4,  1659,  Hannah  Eaton, 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew  Holbom,  London, 
youngest  daughter  of  Governor  ThcopKilus  Ea- 
ton, of  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  New  England. 
He  came  to  America  the  following  year  and  ar- 
rived at  lioston  July  27,  1660,  in  the  same  ship 
with  Whalley  and  Goffe,  and  brought  with  him 
sons,  William  and  Nathaniel,  born  to  him  by  his 
first  wife.  He  went  immediately  to  New  Haven, 
where  he  resided  with  his  father-in-law.  Gover- 
nor Theophilus  Eaton.  On  the  23d  of  May  he 
took  the  oath  of  fidelity  with  the  following  quali- 
fications :  "That,  whereas,  the  king  hath  been 
proclaimed  in  this  colony  to  be  our  sovereign,  and 
we  his  loyal  subjects,  I  do  take  the  said  oath  with 
the  subordination  to  his  majesty,  hoping  his  maj- 
esty will  confirm  the  said  government  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Christ's  gospel,  kingdom  and  ends 
in  th'S  colony  upon  the  ftnnidation  already  laid ; 
but  in  case  of  the  alteration  of  the  government  in 
the  fundamentals  thereof  then  to  be  free  from 
said  oath."  The  same  day  he  was  admitted  free- 
man, and  ^\Qi  days  afterward  at  a  court  of  election 
for  the  jurisdiction  he  was  chosen  magistrate. 

Ill  a  note  of  the  Rev.  John  Davenport  occurs 
the  following:  *'Sir— I  mistook  in  my  letter 
when  I  said  Colonel  Whalley,  sister  Hooke's 
brother,  and  his  son-in-law,  who  is  with  him,  is 
Colonel  (joffe,  both  godly  men,  and  escaped  pur- 
suit in  England  narrowly."  He  had  doubt- 
less received  this  information  form  Mr.  William 
Jones  and  his  wife,  who.  having  crossed  the  At- 


lantic in  the  ship  with  these  distinguished  strang- 
ers, had  come  to  New  Haven  to  occupy  the  man- 
sion which  jMrs.  Jones  had  inherited  from  her 
father. 

William  Jones  assisted  in  secreting  the  regi- 
cides from  the  king's  officers,  who  were  in  close 
pursuit.  The  record  states  that  on  Monday,  May 
13th,  Whalley  and  Goffe  were  conducted  by  Mr. 
Jones  and  other  friends  some  three  miles  into  the 
wilderness  beyond  the  mill,  where,  a  booth  having 
been  constructed,  the  colonists  spent  two  nights- 

In  May,  1664,  Mr.  Jones  was  chosen  depuO' 
governor  of  the  colony.  When  the  first  meeting 
house  was  built,  "in  the  long  seat"  were  M  '^ 
Jones,  Mr.  John  Devenport,  Mr.  Yale  and  M  '^ 
William  Gibbard,  all  men  of  distinction,  bein^ 
seated  according  to  their  social  position. 

In  the  deed  of  trust  given  by  the  Rev.  Joh^ 
Davenport,    he    "confirmed    unto    Mr.  Williai^ 
Jones,  assistant  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut- 
certain  property  stipulated  therein. 

De])uty  Governor  William  Jones,  by  his  wi^ 
Hannah  (Eaton)  Jones,  had  issue:  Theophili-^ 
born  October  2,  ^Hn  ;  Sarah,  born  August  d 
1662;  Elizabeth,  baptized  October  23,  1664:  Sa^ 
uel,  baptized  July  2^,  1666;  John,  bom  Octohia 
4,  1667;  Devodat,  born  March  i,  1670:  Isa.^ 
born  June  21,  1671;  and  Abigal  Rebecca,  bcz^ 
November  10,  1679. 

Isaac  Jones,  seventh  child  and  youngest  ^c 
of  Governor  William  Tones  and  Hannah  Eat 01 
his  wife,  was  born  in  Xew  Haven,  June  21,  i^Sj] 
He  moved  to  Stratford,  Connecticut,  and  n"iar 
ried  Deborah  Clark,  of  that  town.  He  was  th< 
founder  of  the  Stratford  and  Stamford  brzi^ncl 
of  the  Jones  family.  Their  children  were  Da^niel 
William,  Timothy,  Mary,  Deborah,  Isaac,  I-Ian- 
nah,  Jacob,  James  and  Ebenezer. 

Isaac  Jones  C2d),  sixth  child  of  Isaac  (  xst), 
was  born   December  23,    1702.     His   son,    John 
Jones,  married   Elizabeth   Cluxton.     Their     son, 
Josiah  Jones,  married  Sarah  Smith.     Their  son, 
Isaac  Jones,  was  born  at  Stamford,  Connecticwt, 
November    11,    1704.     He   married   Lois  C"/ti5 
and  had  issue  as  follows :    Louisa  Jane,  born  /an- 
uarv  20.    1817:   Sallv  Ann,  born  December  j8. 
1818;  Isaac  S..  born  July  15,  1821  ;  Mary  Efc- 
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bom  ]May  6,  1824;  Daniel  Cyrus,  born  May 
^2^',  Henrietta,  born  Xovcniber  12,  1832; 
A.,  born  December  2,  1834;  and  Cornelia 
Lidc,  born  October  10,  1844.  Isaac  S.  Jones, 
f  Isaac  and  Lois  Curtis,  was  lx)rn  in  Stam- 

Connecticut,  July  15,  1821.  He  married 
:es  T.  Wood,  of  Pound  Ridge,  New  York,  a 
tidant,  probably,  of  the  Weed  family,  of 
ford,  Connecticut.  Their  children  were 
!is  S.,  ^larv  E.,  PVank  S.,  Cvrus  D.  and 
es  F.  Isaac  S.  was  a  country  merchant  and 
1  of  some  importance.     He  represented  his 

in  the  state  legislature  and  held  other  local 


>. 


"ank  S.  Jones,  third  child  of  Isaac  S.  and 
:is  J.  (W^eed)  Jones,  was  horn  in  Stamford, 
ecticut,  August  19,  1847.  He  pursued  an 
ary  course  of  study  in  his  native  town,  and 

age  of  fourteen  entered  Eastman's  Business 
a^e,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  at  which  he 
l^raduated  in  1862.    He  soon  after  entered  a 

York  publishing  house  as  assistant  hook- 
r,  and  in  a  few  years  occupied  the  position 
nfidential  clerk.  During  his  ten  years'  'ex- 
ice  as  an  employe  of  this  firm,  he  was  laying 
jundation  for  his  subseqitent  achievements. 
^^2  he  organized,  in  connection  with  his 
ers,  the  Grand  L^nion  Tea  Company,  one  of 
irgest  and  most  successful  business  enter- 
>  ever  started  in  this  country,  which  has 
n  to  enormous  proportions  with  branches 
lost  of  the  leading  cities  and  towns 
ghout  the  United  States,  the  annual  sales 
ing  high  into  the  millions  of  dollars,  and  em- 
ig  upward  of.  three  thousand  men.  The 
luarters  of  this  immense  business  is  in 
<lyn.  Frank  S.  Jones  has  been  president  of 
Dmpany  since  its  organization  and  directs  all 
aerations.  He  and  his  brother  as  an  indi- 
.1  firm  purchase  all  the  supplies  and  furnish 
le  material  for  the  company.     They  import 

quantities  of  tea.  and  furnish  the  capital  to 

large  importing  coffee  business.  They  own 
mchor  Pottery,  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  the 
?  output  of  which  is  absorbed  by  the  Grand 
n  Tea  Company.  Air.  Jones  is  also  con- 
d  with  a  large  jewelry  manufacturing  busi- 


ness at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  is  vice  president  of 
the  Sidney  Novelty  Comi)any  and  is  interested  in 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  other  business  enterprises. 
Success  has  attended  his  eflPorts  from  the  start, 
and  during  the  thirty  odd  years  of  his  business 
experience  the  country  has  passed  through  some 
of  the  greatest  financial  crises  ever  known,  and 
while  hundreds  in  similar  enterprises  have  been 
forced  to  the  "wall,"  he  has  steered  his  bark  safe- 
ly through  the  storm  and  accumulated  a  hand- 
some fortune.  Instead  of  hoarding  it,  he  has  given 
away  thousands  of  dollars  for  the  promotion  of 
religious,  charitable  and  benevolent  objects,  as 
well  as  for  art  and  science.  He  has  been  a  large 
contributor  to  the  lirooklvn  Institute  of  Arts  and 
Sciences.  In  1898  he  presented  to  the  institute 
the  Ciebhard  geological  collection,  which  contains 
many  thousand  specimens  representing  each  of 
the  geological  formations  from  the  earliest  Si- 
lurian to  the  latest  Alesozoic  time.  It  required  the 
j)atient  and  skillful  labor  of  the  two  Gebhard 
brothers  and  their  father  before  them  for  nearly 
half  a  century  to  make  it.  It  contains  very  many 
priceless  examples  of  the  forms  of  extict  life  from 
the  ^ocks  which  underlie  the  state  of  New  York. 
Professor  James  Hall,  New  York  state  geologist, 
desired  to  secure  the  collection  for  the  state  muse- 
um several  years  ago  and  was  instrumental  in  the 
passage  of  a  bill  by  the  legislature  to  purchase  the 
collection  for  nine  thousand  dollars.  The  bill  did 
not  become  a  law,  failing  to  secure  executive  ap- 
proval. The  collection  was  brought  to  the  Amer- 
ican Museum  of  Natural  History  nearly  three 
>  (.*ars  ago  and  was  placed  there  on  exhibition.  An 
offer  of  three  thousand  dollars  was  received  for 
the  collection  while  it  was  in  New  York,  but  was 
refused.  Professor  Charles  D.  Walcott,  chief 
of  the  L'nited  States  Geological  Survey,  in  a  re- 
cent visit  to  Brooklyn,  said  that  he  had  offered 
the  Gebhard  brothers  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for 
the  opportunity  to  pick  out  certain  specimens  of 
great  value  that  could  not  be  found  in  duplicate 
in  any  other  museum.  The  possession  in  the  mu- 
setim  building  of  the  Gebhard  collection  places 
the  museum,  so  far  as  its  geological  department 
is  concerned,  among  the  first  class  museums  of 
the  countrv. 
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In  1898  he  also  presented  to  the  Brooklyn  In- 
stitute the  entire  Xeumoegen  entomological  col- 
lection. It  is  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  spec- 
imens in  existence, — the  one  gathered  by  the  late 
Berthold  Xeumoegen, — comprising  nearly  twelve 
thousand  separate  species  of  insects  and  eleven 
thousand  type  of  specimens.  Mr.  Xeumoegen, 
who  spent  a  period  of  twenty  years  and  about  for- 
ty thousand  dollars  in  money  in  making  the 
collection,  had  frequently  had  offers  of  large 
amounts  of  money,  one  time  as  much  as  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  if  he  would  consent  to  part  with 
his  treasures.  The  collector  was  in  his  lifetime  a 
well-known  entomologist  and  a  business  man  in 
Manhattan.  He  was  born  in  Frankfort,  Ger- 
many, and  died  in  New  York  in  1894.  He  trav- 
eled in  all  parts  of  the  world  in  search  of  his  spec- 
imens. The  time,  labor  and  expense  laid  out  in 
labeling,  classifying  and  properly  mounting  the 
specimens  in  air-tight  drawers  were  considerable, 
in  addition  to  the  money  and  time  spent  in  getting 
the  specimens.  Several  of  them  cannot  be  found 
in  any  other  collection  in  the  world,  and  no  other 
collector  in  America  has  so  many  type  specimens, 
i.  c,  those  which  were  the  first  of  their  kind  to  be 
discovered,  described  and  named.  Manv  of  them 
cost  as  much  as  five  hundred  dollars  apiece! — 
some  of  them  much  more ! 

Mrs.  Rebecca  Xeumoegen,  of  Manhattan, 
owned  the  collection  after  her  husband's  death, 
but  it  was  in  the  custody  of  the  ])rookIyn  Insti- 
tute. It  was  ^Ir.  Xeumoegen 's  desire  that  the 
work  of  so  many  years  of  his  life  should  become 
the  property  of  some  pii])lic  institution  rather 
than  of  a  private  collector.  The  widow  could  not, 
however,  aflford  to  give  the  collection  away,  but 
set  an  exceedingly  low  price. — seventeen  thous- 
sand  dollars.  For  this  money  she  offered  the  col- 
lection to  tlie  Bro<-^klyn  Institute.  lu)r  three  years 
the  bargain  hung  lire,  as  the  money  could  not  be 
obtained.  A  letter  from  Mrs.  Xeumoegen,  in 
which  she  said  that  she  could  not  wait  any  longer, 
and,  unless  the  institute  wanted  to  buy  the  collec- 
tion at  once,  she  would  have  to  acce]>t  (^ne  of  sev- 
eral advantageous  luiropean  otTers,  brought  the 
oftiri.  rs  «n"  the  itis'j'tiUc  to  n  realization  of  what 
thov  were  about  to  lose,     luideavors  to  raise  the 


money  were  set  on  foot,  and  they  resulted  in  Mr. 
Jones  coming  forward  and  oflFering  to  give  ten 
thousand  dollars  if  that  would  buv  the  collec- 

w 

tion.  Mrs.  Neumotgen  accepted  the  offer.  In 
1 90 1  he  gave  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  of  Brook- 
lyn, to  start  a  fund  for  a  new  building  for  the 
Bedford  branch.  In  addition  to  his  public  gifts 
Mr.  Tones  has  given  thousands  of  dollars  to  pri- 
vate charities  and  to  other  objects  that  enlist  his 
sympathies.  He  uses  the  same  good  judgment 
and  care  in  the  distribution  that  he  has  used  in 
the  accumulation  of  wealth,  and  makes  a  thor- 
ough investigation  of  every  application  for  aid  or 
assistance  in  any  direction.  His  aim  is  to  pro- 
mote the  happiness  of  his  fellow  man  and  to  do  all 
the  good  he  can  with  the  means  at  his  command. 

His  various  memberships  include  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Manufacturers' 
Association  of  New  York,  the  Board  of  Wesleyan 
University,  Middletown,  Connecticut,  the  Brook- 
lyn Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  BrookhTi 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Brooklyn 
City  Mission  and  Tract  Society,  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Crueltv  to  Children  and  the  Central 
Congregational  church.  All  the  above  men- 
tioned public  institutions  have  constantly  re- 
ceived his  financial  support. 

While  not  engaged  in  politics,  he  has  been 
fn^ni  the  time  he  polled  his  first  vote  an  uncom- 
promising protectionist,  and  each  year  as  he  has 
witnessed  the  results  of  protection  in  the  business 
prosperity  of  the  country  he  has  been  more  finnly 
convmced  of  the  principles  involved  in  it. 

There  is  probably  nothing  that  more  clearly 
indicates  the  character  of  the  man  than  his  home 
life  and  surroundings,  and  in  this  Mr.  Jones  has 
shown  excellent  taste  and  good  judgment.  His 
residence  on  the  corner  of  St.  Mark's  and  Ne\^' 
York  avenues  is  one  of  the  most  imposing  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  costly  in  the  city. 
The  lot  has  a  frontage  of  one  hundred  and  fi")' 
feet  on  St.  Mark's  avenue,  with  a  depth  of  <^"^ 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  on  New  York  avenue. 
The  style  of  architecture  of  the  mansion  is  known 
as  Colonial.  The  materials  used  are  brick  witn 
Indiana  limestone  trinunings.     The  copper  cor- 
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nice  and  red  slate  roof  give  additional  effect  to 
tho     coloring.    A  striking  feature  of  the  house  is 
tHc^     semi-circular  bav  window  w-hich  extends  to 
tli<^    top  of  the  second  story.    The  front  piazza  is 
svip>ported  by  groups  of  four  stone  pillars  resting 
on     stone  bases.    A  balustrade  terrace  of  stone  is 
carried  from  the  front  along  the  west  side,  cov- 
ered with  a  marble  mosaic  floor.    The  drive- wav 
entrance  from  St.  Mark's  avenue  passes  through 
a.    i"nagnilicent  porte  cochere  of  massive  and  elab- 
orsttie  stone  foundation,  the    roof    suj)ported  by 
stt>i-ic   i»illars   and   the   top    forming  a   beautiful 
veranda  enclosed  with  a  balustrade.  The  grounds 
are     enclosed  on  the  front  and  west  side  with  a 
stoi-ie  coping.    The  beautiful  and  well  kept  lawn 
'vv'itl-i  a  few  shrubs  and  trees  is  an  attractive  feat- 
ure   of  the  place.    It  has  all  the  beauty  and  com- 
^c>rt    of  a  countrv  home  with  the  conveniences  of 
^    city  residence.     The  interior  arrangements  are 
^"erx'  complete.    At  the  entrance  is  the  large  oval 
reception  room.     The  library  on  the  right  is  fin- 
*^hecl  in  oak.     In  the  rear  of  this  is  the  music 
ro<  >m,  and  further  in   the   rear  the  dining  room. 
*^^ie    large  square  hall  and  staircase  are  finished 
^'^    n:iahogany.     In  the  rear  of  this  is  Mr.  Jones' 
^ei-|,'*  finished  in  Flemish  oak,  with  red  and  gold 
Accelerations.    The  five  sleeping  rooms  on  the  sec- 
^ncl     floor,  with  dressing  and  bath  rooms,  are  in 
P^**f^ect  harmonv  with  all  the  other  decorations, 
variety  of  coloring  and  shades  to  suit  the  fur- 
^^sViings.     Everything  indicates  good  taste  with 
^^'  attempt  at  ostentatious  display.    A  fine  billiard 
^^orti  on  the  third  floor,  equipped  with  all  the  lat- 
^^^       improvements,    affords    pleasant    recreation 
^'^cl    diversion  from  the  daily  cares  and  activities 
^^  t>usiness  life.    Take  it  altogether,  it  is  a  model 
"^nie,  and  the  bounteous  hospitality  of  the  owner 
"Hs     brought  him  into  social  relations  with  the 
^^t  and  most  desirable  of  Brooklyn  society.  The 
,  ^^Srhborhood  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  citv,  the 


hot 


"^ses  being  nearly  all  detached  and  occupied  by 
^   owners. 

^Ir.    Tones  married  ^lary   Louisa   Granbery, 

,       ^ew  York,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  T.  Gran- 

-^y,  a  native  of  Norfolk,  \'irginia,  and  a  rep- 

^^^ntative  of  one  of  the  old  well-known  families 

*    Virginia,  whose  wife  was  Prudence  Ximmo, 

21 


a  representative  of  another  old  Virginia  family. 
These  are  both  living  in  New  York,  having 
passed  their  ninety-thinl  birthday.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  Henrietta  Louise  and 
Maude  V^irginia. 

JOHN  DIT.MAS. 

Among  the  many  families  that  can  boast  of  . 
long  and  honorable  connection  with  the  history 
of  Long  Island,  none  is  more  conspicuous  than 
the  Ditmas  family.  The  name  has  appeared 
conspic!iously  in  association  with  both  public  and 
private  affairs  through  more  than  two  and  a  half 
centuries.  The  line  of  ancestrv  is  traced  from 
Jan  Jansen,  who  came  from  Ditmarsen,  in  the 
Duchy  of  ilolstein,  in  the  Netherlands.  He  mar- 
ried Aaltje  Douws,  and  died  prior  to  1650.  In 
1647  he  was  the  occupant  of  a  farm  at  Dutch 
Kills,  in  the  village  of  Newtown,  on  Long  Isl- 
and. His  son,  Jan  Jansen  von  Ditmarsen,  on 
April  24,  1681,  T)urchased  from  Garrett  Lubert- 
sen  a  farm  containing,  according  to  the  old  re- 
cords, twenty-seven  morgens  of  land  in  Flat- 
bush,  a  tract  which  I.ubertsen  had  acquired  from 
the  Indians.  It  was  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  road,  about  one-half  mile  south  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  church.  Later  additional  purchases 
of  land  extended  the  boimdaries  of  this  property, 
a  part  of  which  is  to  this  day  in  possession  of  the 
heirs  of  Jan  Jansen  von  Ditmarsen.  His  son, 
Johannes  von  Ditmarsen,  married  Jannetje  Rem- 
sen,  and  it  was  he  who  dropped  the  "von"  from 
the  family  name.  Johannes,  son  of  Johannes  and 
Jaimetje  (Remsen)  Ditmarsen,  married  Lena 
Wyckoff,  May  17,  1745,  and  after  her  death  he 
married  Rebecca  Staats,  in  1762.  This  Johannes 
Ditmarsen  changed  the  family  name  to  its  present 
form,   namely,   from   "Ditmarsen"   to  "Ditmas." 

r»y  his  second  marriage,  Johannes  Ditmas 
(Ditmarsen)  was  the  father  of  a  son,  Abraham, 
who  was  born  February  5,  1765,  and  died  Au- 
gust 13,  1803.  Abraham  Ditmas  married  Jane 
Suydam,  a  daughter  of  Hendrick  Suydam,  by 
whom  he  had  four  children  :  Maria,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Creed,  of  Jamaica,  Long 
Island ;  Rebecca,   who  married  Theodorus   Pol- 
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hemus,  of  Brooklyn ;  Henry  S.,  who  married 
Ann  Schenck,  a  daughter  of  Tunis  Schenck ;  and 
John.  John  married,  June.  26,  1820,  Sarah  Suy- 
dam,  daughter  of  Captain  Andrew  and  Phebe 
(Wyckoff)  Suydam,  and  to  them  were  bom 
seven  children :  Andrew  Suydam,  Jane  Gert- 
rude, Phebe  Rebecca,  Abraham,  Sarah,  John  and 
Henry,  of  whom  Andrew,  Phebe,  Abraham  and 
Henry  are  deceased. 

Among  the  descendants  of  the  historic  line 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  John  Ditmas,  of  104 
Pierrepont  street,  borough  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  who  was  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Suy- 
dam) Ditmas,  and  grandson  of  Abraham  Ditmas. 
He  was  bom  February  22,  1836,  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  at  Flatbush.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived at  Erasmus  Hall  Academy,  which  he  left 
well  equipped  for  the  active  duties  of  life.  Early 
in  young  manhood  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Atlantic  Bank  of  Brooklyn,  in  a  clerical  ca- 
pacity, and  he  was  afterward  advanced  to  the 
position  of  cashier.  He  manifested  a  peculiar 
aptitude  for  financial  affairs,  and  recognition  of 
his  abilities  led  him  into  larger  usefulness  in  that 
field.  Upon  the  organization  of  the  Long  Isl- 
and Safe  Deposit  Company  he  was  elected  sec- 
retary and  treasurer,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  June,  1881,  when  he  retired.  From  that 
time  he  has  constanly  been  connected  with  nu- 
merous of  the  most  important  financial  institu- 
tions, and  has  been  recognized  as  a  prominent 
factor  in  financial  circles.  At  present  he  is  a  di- 
rector of  the  Brooklyn  Bank,  and  displays  marked 
ability  in  the  labors  of  management.  He  is  also 
a  trustee  in  the  Hamilton  Trust  Company  and  in 
the  Long  Island  Safe  Deposit  Company,  besides 
being  actively  connected  with  various  other  fin- 
ancial houses  which  form  important  adjuncts 
to  the  commercial  life  of  the  communitv,  and 
contribute  to  its  constant  dcevlopment.  In  all 
these  relations  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his 
business  associates  as  a  man  of  sound  judgment, 
keen  discernment  and  marked  foresight,  and  his 
council  and  ojiinion  carry  weight  in  the  most  sa- 
gacious financial  circles. 

Mr.  Ditmas  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Louise  Rhinelander  Thorne,  a  daughter  of 


Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thome,  of  Brooklyn,  and  of 
this  union  was  bom  a  daughter,  Louise  Thome. 
Tlie  family  is  connected  with  the  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Protestant  Episcopal),  of  whidi 
Mr.  Ditmas  is  a  vestryman.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hamilton  Club,  of  Brooklyn.  His  per- 
sonal qualities  are  those  which  mark  the  cultured 
gentleman,  and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  is  associated,  whetlier 
in  social  affairs  or  business  concerns. 


LEWIS  STEPHEN  PILCHER,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 

LL.  D. 

One  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  the  higher 
lines  of  occupation  to  which  a  man  may  lend  his 
energies  is  that  of  the  physician.  A  most  scrupu- 
lous preliminary  training  is  demanded,  a  nicety 
of  judgment  but  little  understood  by  the  laity. 
Our  subject  is  well  fitted  for  the  profession  which 
he  has  chosen  as  a  life  work,  and  is  to-day  one  of 
the  foremost  surgeons  of  Brooklyn. 

He  was  born  in  Adrain,  Michigan,  July  28, 
1845,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  five  children,  whose 
parents  were  Rev.  Elijah  Holmes  and  Phebe 
(Fisk)  Pilch  er.  The  father,  who  was  a  Method- 
ist Episcopal  clergyman,  went  to  Michigan  in 
182Q,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  He  died  in 
1S87.  One  of  his  sons.  Rev.  Leander  W.  Pilcher. 
D.  D.,  died  at  Pekin,  China,  in  1893,  ^  rnartyrto 
the  cause  of  Christianity,  having  gone  to  the  orient 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  sening 
as  j)resident  of  die  Pekin  University.  The  Doc- 
tor's paternal  grandparents  were  Stephen  and 
Eleanor  (Selby)  Pilcher,  natives  of  Virginia,  who 

settled  in  southern  Ohio  in  1802.  The  Richer 
family  was  foun<led  in  America  by  three  brothers, 
V.  ho  came  from  England  and  located  in  Culpeper» 
Virginia,  about  1750.  The  Doctor's  maternal  an- 
cestors were  among  the  early  settlers  of  X^^ 
England. 

Dr.  Pilcher  was  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Ann  Arbor  high  school,  and  in  1858  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan,  at  which  he  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1862,  being  the  young- 
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ost  ;j^ra(luate  of  that  well  known  institution.  A 
\-ear  later  he  secured,  by  examination,  the  degree 
<i»f  A.  ^L  from  his  alma  mater,  in  1866  the  degree 
<r>f  ^l.  D.,  and  in  1900  the  honorary  degree  of  LL. 
X^-  was  also  conferred  upon  him  by  both  the  Uni- 
A-'crsity  of  Michigan  and  by  Dickinson  College,  of 
r^cnnsylvania. 

In    1 8(^4  and    1865  the  Doctor  was  hospital 
5;to ward  in  the  United  States  army;  from  1867  to 
I  f^p'O  was  assistant  surgeon  in  th^  navy,  and  from 
tM^o  to  1872  was  passed  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
n^v^.     He  was  adjunct  surgeon  and  lecturer  on 
af^iitomy  in  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital  from 
iR~:2  to  1879,  and  adjunct  professor  of  anatomy 
from   1879  to  1883.     He  was  a  member  of  the 
t>c)^x-d   of   corporators   of  the    Xew   York    Post- 
Ci  r^xcluate  Medical  School  and  Hospital  from  1885 
t<^    T  ^f6,  and  professor  of  surgery  there  from  1885 
to      i8c)5.     Dr.   Pilcher  prepared  the  preliminary 
pl3.ris  and  instructions  for  the  architects  of  the 
^"t  ctliodist  Episcopal  Hospital  at  P)rooklyn ;  has 
be^CT-i  a  member  of  its  board  of  managers  since  its 
^''"^R.nization.  in  1881,  and  was  vSecretary  of  the 
^^<^^T-<1  until  1892.     He  has  also  been  president  of 
^"^    medical  board  and  senior  surgeon  during  the 
^ritire  existence  of  that  institution  ;  was  a  member 
^^  the  Brooklyn  Anatomical  and  Surgical  Society, 
^^   \vhich  he  was  president  from  1879  to  1882;  is 
^    prominent  member  of  the   New    York    State 
^' helical  Society,  of  which  he  was  president  in 
^^-^j^t  and  1892;  is  a  fellow  of  the  American  Sur- 
^•cal  Association,  of  which  he  was  vice-president 
^^    ^893.     He  was  anniversary  orator  in  1899  of 
*ne    Kew  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  is  a 
^<*'riber  of  the  Medical  Societv  of  the  County  of 
'"^R^s,  of  which  he  was  president  in  1900.    It  will 
^**Us  be  seen  that  he  stands  high  among  his  pro- 
fessional brethren  and  is  justly  numbered  among 
^^  rnost  distinguished  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
-''"^ater  New  York.     He  was  a  member  of  the 
^^^Uicil  of  the  surgical  section  of  the  Third  Inter- 
^*^-tional  Medical  Congress  in  1887,  and  was  hon- 
^^*^^y  chairman  of  the  section  on  anatomy  of  the 
^^- American  Medical  Congress  in  1893. 

Hr.  Pilcher  has  contributed  many  valuable 
*^^t\cles  to  medical  literature,  was  editor  of  the  An- 
^^s  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  from  1879  to  1883, 


and  since  1885  has  been  editor  of  the  Annals  of 
Surgery,  thf:  chief  surgical  periodical  published  in 
the  English  language,  being  published  simultan- 
eously in  Philadelphia,  London  and  Sidney,  Aus- 
tralia. He  has  been  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Inter- 
national Annual  of  the  Medical  Sciences  since 
1S94,  aufl  was  editor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Hospital  Reports,  \'olume  i,  in  1898.  The  Doctor 
is  th'?  author  of  The  Treatment  of  Wounds,  pub- 
lished in  1883,  and  a  second  edition  in  1898,  and 
is  one  of  the  authors  of  the  following  well  known 
enc}clopedic  medical  works:  The  American  Sys- 
tem of  Diseases  of  Children,  the  Reference  Hand- 
book of  Medical  Science,  the  American  Text-book 
of  Surgery,  the  international  System  of  Surgery, 
aiid  is  also  the  author  of  upwards  of  a  hundred 
monographs  and  pamphlets  on  medical,  surgical 
and  literary  subjects.  Dr.  Pilcher  located  in 
l/r(X)klyn  in  1872,  and  at  first  engaged  in  general 
practice,  but  his  great  ability  as  a  surgeon  con- 
stantly asserted  itself,  so  that  since  1890  he  has 
been  obliged  to  give  his  time  exclusively  to  sur- 
gery, in  which  his  success  is  most  forcibly  told  in 
the  foregoing. 

C)n  the  22d  of  June,  1870,  Dr.  Pilcher  was 
tnn'ted  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Phillips, 
daughter  of  Aaron  H.  Phillips,  of  Brooklyn,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  five  children,  namely: 
Lewis  Frederick,  professor  of  art  in  Vassar  Col- 
leire,  married  Mary  Belle  Wooden,  of  Brooklvn, 
and  has  one  child,  Martha ;  Sarah  Fisk  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  I.  Debevoise,  a  broker  on  Wall  street. 
New  York,  and  a  resident  of  Brooklyn:  Paul 
Monroe  was  graduated  at  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians &  Surgeons,  of  New  York,  in  1900,  and  is 
now  associated  with  his  father  in  practice ;  James 
Tnft  is  a  meml^er  of  the  class  of  1902  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan ;  and  Martha  Eleanor  died 
at  the  age  of  one  year. 

The  Doctor  has  a  fine  summer  home  on  Lake 
Hopatcong,  Sussex  county.  New  Jersey,  where 
he  spends  four  months  during  the  year,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  council  of  the  village.  He  is  also 
an  active  and  prominent  member  of  the  Summer- 
field  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Brooklyn, 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Brooklyn   .Sunday-school    Union    from     1875  ^^ 
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1879,  editor  of  the  Brooklyn  Sunday-school  Union 
in  1878  and  editor  of  the  health  department  of  the 
Christian  Advocate,  New  York,  from  1880  to 
1S87.  He  is  a  member  of  the  military  order  of 
the  Loyal  Legion. 

THE  TALMAGE  (OR  TALLMADGE) 

FA^MILY. 

This  family  name  has  been  variously  written 
in  different  ages  Talmage,  Tallmadge,  Talmash, 
Talmaske,  Tallemache  and  in  several  other  ways. 
The  family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  English 
history  and  is  "traditionally  believed,"  savs  Burke, 
"to  go  back  to  Saxon  times,  to  Salmag,  a  Saxon 
lord  of  the  sixth  century  of  our  era."  The  name 
is  found  Tolmag  in  the  Domesday  Book,  time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  also  on  the  Roll  of 
the  Battle  Abbey  of  the  same  century  in  the  Nor- 
man  form,  Tallmache.  It  is  found  at  Stoke  Tal- 
mage in  Oxfordshire  1135,  in  Norfolk  1200,  at 
Suffolk  at  a  very  early  date,  and  at  Hampshire 
soon  after  1300.  The  scat  of  the  family  in  Hamp- 
shire was  at  Newton  Stacey,  an  outlying  manor 
of  Barton  Stacey  in  the  city  of  Hampshire,  in 
Southampton,  and  about  ten  miles  northwest  of 
Winchester,  where  the  family  had  been  long 
settled.  A  history  of  this  family  is  given  in  the 
Pall  Mall  Magazine  for  April,  1894,  from  which 
we  extract  the  following : 

The  Tallemaches,  who  can  trace  their  descent 
from  Saxons,  settled  in  East  Anglia  thirteen  hun- 
dred years  ago,  may  well  claim  to  be  the  oldest 
family  in  England ;  and  that  ancient  town  of  Ips- 
wich, where  in  1770  the  corpse  of  one  of  their  an- 
cestors— an  Kari  of  ])ysart —  lav  in  state  on  its 
way  to  Hilmingiiam,  is  appropriately  the  starting 
])oint  where  an  excursion  may  be  made  to  inspect 
the  grand  old  noted  hall  which  lies  in  stately  soli- 
tude some  miles  to  the  north. 

To  inherit  the  traditions  of  a  long  line  of 
nnl)le  ancestors  whose  ititec^rity  has  never  been 
([ucstioned,  is  something  to  boast  of,  even  in  these 
leveling-up  days,  and  with  justifiable  pride  might 
the  present  liead  of  the  family  rcj)lace  the  old 
distich  taken  loner  airo  from  the  manor  house: 


Where  William  the  Conqueror  reigned  with  great 

fame, 
Bentley  was  my  seat  and  Tallemach  was  my  name, 

The  connection  between  the  American  and 
English  branches  has  been  fully  established. 

Thomas  Liehford,  an  English  lawyer,  who 
came  to  Boston  in  1638  and  returned  to  England 
in  1 64 1,  kept  a  note-book  of  legal  memoranda 
recently  printed,  in  which  occurs  the  following 
entry,  page  204 : 

"William  Talmage,  of  Boston,  in  New  Eng- 
land, Thomas  Talmage,  Robert  Talmage  and 
Richard  Walker,  husband  of  Jane  Talmage,  de- 
ceased, sons  anil  daughter  of  Thomas  Talmage, 
brother  of  John  Talmage,  of  Newton  Stacey,  in 
the  County  of  Southampton,  deceased,  make  letter 
of  attorney  to  Richard  Conying  and  William 
Dowlying,  overseer  of  the  will  of  the  said  John, 
deceased,  to  receive  of  the  executor  and  adminis- 
trator of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  S}Tnon 
Talmage,  our  brother,  and  of  John  Talmage, 
aforesaid,  the  sums  of  money  due  unto  us  by  the 
will  of  the  said  John  Talmage,  and  a  certificate 
under  the  probate  seal  (L.  S.)"  On  page  311 
is  "A  Letter  of  Attorney  to  William  Talmage, 
Thomas  Talmage  and  Robert  Talmage  aforesaid, 
and  Richard  Walker,  to  Mr.  Ralph  King,  to  re- 
ceive the  money  of  said  overseer,  dated  3rd  Sep- 
tember, 1640." 

Tames  M,  B.  Dwight,  of  New  Haven,  who  has 
collected  considerable  data  of  the  Talmage  fami- 
ly, says,  ''these  memoranda  show  conclusiveh  that 
there  were  three  brothers  Talmage  who  came  to 
America ;  William,  Thomas  and  Robert,  and  a 
sister  fane,  who  married  Richard  Walker,  ot 
Lynn.  These  came  from  England  to  New  Eng- 
land in  1630,  and  no  others  are  known  to  nave 
come  to  America  in  the  Colonial  period.  The 
record  also  establishes  the  fact  that  they  w^i"^ 
chijdrcn  of  Thomas  Talmage  of  Newton  Stace). 
in  the  county  of  Southampton,  or  Hanipshii"^' 
England.  It  also  proves  that  they  had  an  unde. 
John  Talmage.  who  left  each  of  them  legacies  m 
his  will :  and  also  a  brother,  Symon  Talmage.  \vh'^ 
also  nientionefl  them  in  his  will,  and  referrecH^ 
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these  legacies.  These  three  brothers  and  sister's 
husband  gave  a  power  of  attorney  to  Ralph  King 
to  receive  the  monev.  Still  more  recent  advices 
carry  the  trace  backward  nearly  to  1300,  where  at 
the  head  of  the  line  stands  Sir  William  Talmach." 
(See  CollinsV "Peerage,") 

The  family  heraldry  is  arms,  Argent,  a  fret 
sable  ;  crest,  a  horse's  hdad  erased,  or,  with  wings 
expanded  pelletee. 

The  elder  of  the  brothers  Talmage,  who  came 
to  America,  William,  settled  in  Boston,  and  died 
leaving  only  one  daughter.  Thomas  Talmage, 
the  second  of  the  three,  settled  in  Lynn,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  admitted  freeman  in  Boston  in  1634, 
and  was  allotted  there  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
showing  that  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  means 
and  that  he  was  one  of  the  largest  landholders 
in  the  town.  He  removed  to  Southampton,  Long 
Island,  in  1642,  and  joined  the  colony  from  Lynn 
which  settled  there.  (This  town  was  named  from 
Southampton,  England,  the  birthplace  of  Tal- 
mage.) He  removed,  in  1649,  ^^  ^^^^  Hampton 
with  his  son,  Thomas  Talmage,  Jr.,  who  became 
the  first  recorder  or  town  clerk  of  the  town.  The 
I-ong  Island  and  Xew  Jersey  branches  of  the  fam- 
ily are  descended  from  Thomas  Talmage,  Sr., 
and  Thomas,  Jr.,  the  recorder,  also  known  as 
Captain  Thomas  Talmage. 

Captain  Thomas  Talmage,  Jr.,  was  a  man  of 
education  with  a  scholarly  and  elegant  handwrit- 
ing, which  resembles  that  still  taught  at  the  fam- 
ous school  at  Manchester,  so  near  his  English 
birth-place.  He  was  appointed  lieutenant  in 
1665,  and  afterward  captain.  He  died  in  1690, 
and  had  as  issue :  Thomas,  Nathaniel,  John  and 
Enos. 

Enos  Talmage,  a  son  of  Captain  Thomas,  was 
bom  at  East  Hampton  in  1693,  died  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  New  Jersey,  in  1725.  He  was  the  progeni- 
tor of  the  New  Jersey  branch  of  the  family.  His 
children  were  Daniel  and  Thomas. 

Thopias  Talmage  (ist),  the  second  son  of 
Daniel  Talmage,  was  born  at  Elizabeth,  New  Jer- 
.sey,  March  i,  1722;  died  there  February  7,  1790. 
He  maried  Hannah  Norris,  and  had  as  issue  Dan- 
iel, John  and  Enos.  He  married  secondly,  Eli- 
zabeth Week  and  had  a  son  named  Thomas. 


Major  Thomas  Talmage  (2d),  a  son  of  Thom- 
as and  Elizabeth  (Weeks)  Talmage,  was  born  at 
Basking  Ridge,  New  Jersey,  October  24,  1755, 
died  at  Somerville,  New  Jersey,  October  2,  1834, 
at  his  estate  known  as  Mount  Verd.  He  was  a 
member  of  Captain  Ten  Eyck's  company  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  and  participated  in  all  the 
principal  battles  which  took  place  in  New  Jersey. 
He  married  Mary,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Go>ti 
McCoy,  supposed  to  be  a  representative  of  the 
]\IcCov  family  of  Pennsylvania.  Their  children 
were:  David,  born  at  Somerville,  New  Jersey, 
April  21,  T783;  Thomas,  born  about  1799;  Sam- 
uel Kennedy  Talmage,  born  at  Somerville,  New 
Jersey,  in  1798,  who  went  to  Georgia  and  became 
president  of  (.Oglethorpe  University  and  was  chap- 
lain of  the  Confederate  Congress  ;  and  Goyn  Tal- 
mage, born  also  at  Somerville,  in  1778. 

David  Talmage,  the  eldest  child  of  Major 
Thomas  (2d)  and  Mary  (McCoy)  Talmage,  was 
born  at  Somerville,  April  2^,  1783,  was  a  man  of 
considerable  prominence  and  held  several  public 
positions.  He  served  three  successive  terms  as  a 
member  of  the  New  Jersey  legislature,  was  sheriff 
of  Somerset  county,  a  position  of  great  honor  and 
importance  in  those  days.  He  married  Catherine 
Van  Nest,  a  descendant  of  Lieutenant  John  Brok- 
aw,  of  the  First  Battalion,  Somerset  county.  New 
Jersey,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  German- 
town,  October  4,  1777.  She  was  a  niece  of  Abra- 
ham \'an  Nest,  of  Westchester,  New  York,  phil- 
anthropist and  donor  of  Van  Nest  Chapel  at 
Westchester,  llie  children  by  this  marriage 
were:  Phebe,  Rev.  Richard,  Sarah,  Peter  V^an 
Noss,  Daniel,  the  Rev.  Tohn  Van  Ness,  the  Rev. 
Goyn,  Catharine,  David,  Mary  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  DeWitt. 

Colonel  Daniel  Talmage,  fifth  child  of  David 
and  Catharine  (Van  Ness)  Talmage,  was  born  in 
Somerville,  February  10,  1816,  and  died  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  March  15,  1869. 

The  New  York  Sun  in  an  article  on  the  Tal- 
mage family  says :  "The  best  known  one  among 
the  Talmage  boys,  except  the  Tabernacle  preacher, 
was  Colonel  Daniel  Talmage,  the  founder  of  the 
great  rice  house  in  New  York,  now  styled  Dan 
Talmage's  Sons,  and  possessing  branches  in  Sav- 
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annah,  Charleston  and  New  Orleans.  Dan  Tal- 
mage  was  a  famous  politician  in  central  New  Jer- 
sey and  an  ardent  Democrat,  who  worked  for  his 
party  as  if  it  was  his  bread  and  butter,  and  yet 
who  would  never  accept  an  office  of  any  sort  until 
he  was  pressed  by  a  governor  he  had  done  more 
than  anyone  else  to  elect,  when  he  became  a 
colonel  on  the  executive  staff,  bought  fine  uniforms 
and  spent  hundreds  of  dollars  in  entertaining  his 
friends.  He  was  warmlv  liked  bv  those  who 
knew  him  and  they  mourned  his  loss.  He  gave 
a  great  deal  in  a  quiet  way  for  charity,  and  it  is 
said  that  his  son,  the  present  head  of  the  firm, 
inherited  this  trait  and  gave  one-tenth  of  his 
income  to  the  needy. 

Colonel  Talmage  was  one  of  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  his  day  and  the  founder  of  the  great  rice 
house  of  Daniel  Talmage's  Sons.  He  was  the 
first  merchant  in  this  country  to  establish  the  sale 
of  rice  as  a  regidar  article  of  merchandise.  Pre- 
vious to  this  the  southern  planters  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  shipping  rice  to  their  northern  agents 
on  commission  and  receiving  in  exchange  such 
articles  of  domestic  and  household  goods  as  they 
required  for  personal  use.  The  business  proved 
a  great  success  from  the  start,  and  this  firm  is 
known  far  and  near  as  the  pioneers  in  this  busi- 
ness. The  old  sign  of  Daniel  Talmage  still  re- 
mains over  the  door  just  above  the  sign  of  the 
present  firm.  Colonel  Talmage  married,  in 
December,  1839,  Hannah  Aymar  Fowler,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Fexcil  Aymar  F'owler  and  Hannah  Ki]),  of 
New  York  city,  a  descendant  of  the  French  fam- 
ilies of  Le  T)rum  and  Qucreaux. 

The  issue  of  this  marriage  was  John  Fowler 
Talmage,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn  July  2y, 
1842,  and  married,  April  26,  1865,  Isabella  V'an 
Syckcl,  ninth  in  descent  from  Major  William 
Phillips,  commander  of  the  Yorkshire  forces  in 
ir><')5,  and  seventh  in  descent  from  Thomas  Car- 
hart,  secretary  to  Governor  Dongan. 

Major  Thomas  Talmage  (3d),  the  second  child 
of  Major  Thomas  (2(1)  and  Mary  (McCoy)  Tal- 
mage, was  born  at  Somerville,  Xew  Jersey,  about 
1799.  He  was  an  enterprising,  sagacious  and 
practical  farmer.  During  his  life  he  fille<l  many 
important  positions  of  trust  in  church  and  state 


with  honor  and  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the 
community.     He  married  Sophia  Van  Vichten,  a 
daughter  of  Michael  Van  Vichten.  son  of  Dirdc, 
son  of  Hon.  Michael  Dirckse  Van  Vichten,  son  o{ 
Dirck  Teimise,  son  of  Teunise  Dirckse. 

Teunise  Dirckse  Van  Vichten  came  to  New 
Amsterdam  in  the  ship  "Arms  of  Norway"    in 
1638  with  his  wife,  child  and  two  servants,  by  >vay 
of  Rotterdam,  probably  from  Veghten    on    th^ 
Veghten  river  near  Utrecht.    He  settled  at  Green- 
bush,  opposite  Albany,  where  he  had  a  farm  as 
early  as  1648.    He  had  a  son  named  Dirck  Teu- 
nise, who  was  born   at   Veghten,  Holland.    He 
married  Janetza  Michaelja    Vrulandt.     He  re- 
moved to  the  Catskill  before  1681,  and  resided 
where  the  old  Van  Vechten  house  now  stands, 
which  is  the  third  built  on  the  same  site.    It  was 
built  in  1750.    They  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
Michael  Dirckse  was  the  third.     The  latter  was 
born  November  28,  1663,  married  first  Marthja 
Perker,  and  secondly  Janitja  Damon,  and  removed 
to  Xew  Jersey  with  his  brother  Abraham  before 
irxx),  and  he  had  a  child  named  Dirck,  born  Sept- 
tember   16,   1699,  on  the  Raritans.     His  family 
bible  is  at  the  Uible  House  in  New  York  citv.  His 
will  was  dated  the  17th  of  April,  1777,  and  pro- 
bated the  4th  of  February,  1782.    He  was  one  of 
a  company  of  eight  who  bought.  May  3,  1712,  the 
Koyce  plantation  of  fourteen  hundred  and  seventy 
acres.     He  was  one  of  the  assistant  judges  of 
Somerset  county  in  February,  171 1.    He  gave  the 
land  upon  which  the  first  Dutch  church  of  Raritan 
was  originally  built  in  1721.    The  church  was  des- 
troyed in  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  next 
bu'lding  was  erected  near  the  town  of  SomcrviH^-'- 
He  had  seven  children,  of  whom  Dirck  was  the 
fifth. 

The  last  mentioned  was  born  September  16. 
lUj),  and  died  November  29,  1781.  He  married 
first  Judith  Brockholst,  and  secondly  Deborah 
Antonides,  and  thirdly,  in  1759,  Sarah  Middah. 
His  farm  was  the  camping  ground  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary armies,  and  his  house  that  of  a  bounteous 
hosjjitalit}  to  officers  and  men.  General  Greene 
left  a  handsome  mahogany  table  there  as  a  token 
of  appreciation  of  kindness  received  in  this  hos- 
pitable mansion.     This  table  is  now  a  treasured 
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)m  in  the  family.     He  had  five  children,  of 
Michael  was  the  fourth.    The  latter  was 
'Jovember  13,  1764,  as  shown  on  the  tomb- 
but  the  Dutch  bible  says  November   16, 
He  died  December  29,  1831.    He  married 
10,  1787,  Elizabeth  La  Grange,  a  daughter 
in  La  Grange,  and  had  eight  children,  of 
Sophia  was  the  sixth.     Sophia  was  bom 
I,   1801,  and  married  Thomas  Talmage. 
is  Talmage,  by    his    wife,    Sophia   (Van 
in)  Talmage,  had  as  issue  Samuel  and  John 
§;huysen. 

.  Samuel  Talmage,  just  mentioned,  was  born 
nerville.  New  Jersey,  February  20,  1831, 
I  medicine  with  his  father-in-law.  Dr.  Eph- 
;riark,  of  Staten  Island,  and  entered  the 
il  department  of  the  University  of  New 
and  was  graduated  in  1870.  He  subse- 
y  removed  to  Brooklyn  and  became  asso- 
with  his  brother  John  F.,  who  had  already 
ed  a  large  practice.  He  adopted  the  new 
I  of  homeopathy  and  continued  with  his 
r  until  the  latter's  death,  and  is  still  (1901) 
kI  in  practice  in  Brooklyn.  At  the  breaking 
the  Civil  war  he  was  commissioned  by  the 
lor  of  New  Jersey  captain  of  a  cavalry  com- 
In  early  life  he  contributed  occasionally  to 
ekly  periodicals,  but  his  time  has  since  been 
•  absorbed  in  his  profession.  He  married, 
>3,  Arabella  M.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
im  Clark,  of  Staten  Island, 
in  Frelinghuysen  Talmage,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
I  child  of  Major  Thomas  (3d)  and  Sophia 
Veciiten)  Talmage,  was  born  at  Somerville, 
ersey,  March  11,  1833,  and  was  named  after 
other's  brother-in-law.  He  was  brought 
his  father's  farm  and  received  his  early  edu- 
at  the  village  academy  under  the  personal 
I  of  his  father's  pastor,  the  Rev.  T.  W. 
Ders,  D.  D.,  of  New  York,  who  at  that  time 
?ttled  in  Somerville.  Young  Talmage  en- 
Rutgers  College,  New  Brunswick,  and  took 
ace  in  the  second  term  of  the  sophomore 
He  was  graduated  in  1852,  his  diploma 
g  the  signature  of  Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
ent. 
ter  his  graduation  he  traveled  extensively 


in  the  southern  states  and  for  a  time  filled  the 
professorship  of  ancient  languages  in  an  Ala- 
bama college,  now  extinct.  At  Huntsville,  that 
state,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Drs.  Burrill 
and  Gillson,  physicians  of  the  homeopathic  school 
of  medicine,  and  became  interested  in  their  meth- 
ods, witnessing  some  remarkable  cures  affected 
by  them.  He  was  thus  led  by  his  own  observation 
to  abandon  the  convictions  of  earlier  vears  and 
adhere  to  the  school  of  Hahnemann.  For  six 
months  he  pursued  his  medical  siudies  with  his 
friends  in  Huntsville,  and  on  his  return  north  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Universitv  of  the  Citv  of  New  York. 
The  following  summer  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr. 
A.  Cooke  Hall,  of  Brooklyn,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished physicians  of  the  new  school  of  scien- 
tific medicine  of  that  period.  In  1859  he  received 
his  graduating  diploma  from  the  University  Medi- 
cal College,  in  which  at  that  time  the  eminent  Dr. 
Valentine  Mott  was  emeritus  professor  of  sur- 
gery. 

Soon  after  this  Dr.  Talmage  became  associated 
with  his  preceptor.  Dr.  Hall,  as  partner,  and  con- 
tinued these  relations  for  twelve  vears.  For  one 
year  he  acted  as  physician  of  the  Brooklyn  Or- 
phan Asylum,  and  during  that  time  met  with  uni- 
form success  in  the  treatment  of  epidemic  and 
other  diseases  of  a  difficult  nature.  He  was  after- 
ward appointed  to  the  department  of  diseases  of 
women  in  the  Brooklyn  Homeopathic  Dispensary 
but  was  compelled  to  resign  after  one  year's 
exnericnce,  owing  to  the  large  increase  in  his  pri- 
vate practice.  At  the  time  of  the  last  visitation  of 
the  Asiatic  cholera  in  the  city  in  1866,  he  issued 
a  private  circular  containing  hints  and  suggestions 
for  his  patients.  Though  intended  only  as  a  pri- 
vate circular,  it  soon  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
others,  and  so  admirably  did  it  meet  a  great  press- 
ing emergency  that  various  public  journals,  such 
as  the  'Eagle''  and  "Union"  of  Brooklyn,  the 
"New  York  Tribune,'*  the  "Springfield  (Massa- 
chusetts) Republican''  and  others  reproduced  it  at 
length  with  emphatic  commendations  of  its  form 
and  matter.  It  has  since  become  a  standard  medi- 
cine for  that  epidemic,  and  thousands  of  suflFerers 
have  been  benefited  bv  it. 
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After  the  death  of  Dr.  Hall,  Dr.  Talmage  nat- 
urally succeeded  to  a  large  portion  of  his  practice, 
which,  added  to  his  own,  occupied  every  moment 
of  his  time,  and  ni  1870  he  associated  with  him  his 
brother  Samuel,  who  had  taken  up  the  study  of 
medicine  at  a  later  period  than  his  younger  broth- 
er. The  former  continued  in  active  practice  until 
his  death,  June  30,  1897,  and  was  at  that  time  one 
of  the  leading  practitioners  of  the  new  school  of 
medicine  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

He  was  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
Church  of  the  Pilgrims.  Under  General  Meser- 
ole  he  served  as  surgeon  of  the  Eleventh  Brigade, 
N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  the  Brooklyn  Club,  which  relation  he  re- 
signed,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hamilton  Club.  His  father,  Thomas 
Talmage,  was  an  uncle  of  Rev.  T.  De  Witt  Tal- 
mage, another  cousin  of  Hon.  Thomas  Talmage, 
a  former  mayor  of  Brooklyn. 

Dr.  Talmage  married,  in  1863,  Miss  Maggie 
A.  Hunt,  a  lady  of  great  personal  attractions,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Thomas  Hunt,  Esq.,  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  merchant  princes  of  New 
York. 

The  issue  of  this  marriage  were  Thomas  Hunt 
(deceased),  Lilian,  who  married  John  Murray 
Mitchell.  Edward  Taylor  Hunt  and  John  Fre- 
linghuysen. 

Goyn  Talmage,  the  fourth  son  of  ^Major 
Thomas  and  Mary  (^McCoy)  Talmage,  was  bom 
at  Somerville,  New  Jersey,  in  1778.  He  married 
Magdalene  Tcrhune,  a  descendant  of  an  old  Long 
Island  family.  Their  children  wqtq  Thomas 
Goyn,  Catharine,  Maria  and  Mertine.  The  last 
mentioned  married  Edward  Patterson,  of  1  Phila- 
delphia, who  was  the  father  of  Hon.  Edward  Pat- 
terson, judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York 
city. 

Hon.  Thomas  Govn  Talmae:c,  son  of  Govn 
and  Ma^^dalcne  (/rerhune)  Talmage,  was  born  at 
Sc^ncrvillc,  Xew  Jersey,  in  October,  1801,  spent 
his  early  life  on  his  father's  farm  and  came  to  Xew 
York  city  at  the  age  ni  eighteen,  entering  the  em- 
]>lov  of  Abraham  \  an  Xoss,  then  engaged  in  the 
satldkry-hardwarc  l)nsinoss  on  Hanover  Square. 
He  resi(le(!  for  some  time  on  Stone  street,  near 


Broad,  where  two  of  his  children  were  bom.  He 
began  his  public  career  as  early  as  1827,  when  he 
was  elected  alderman  of  the  first  ward  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  from  that  time  until  his 
death  was  almost  constantly  in  public  office,  but 
always  for  public  good  and  not  for  self-aggran- 
dizement, as  his  record  abundantly  proves.  He 
moved  to  Greenwich  village  in  the  ninth  ward 
about  1832,  residing  on  Hammond  street,  now 
Eleventh  street.  He  was  elected  alderman  from 
this  ward  about  1836,  and  became  president  of  the 
common  council.  He  was  elected  to  the  state 
legislature  in  1833,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Silas  Wright,  with  whom  he  enjoyed 
intimate  relations.  He  was  largely  instrumental 
in  the  passage  of  the  Union  Ferry  bill,  which  was 
of  great  commercial  importance  to  the  city  of 
Brooklyn.  He  moved  to  Brooklyn  in  1840  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  was  identified  with 
its  interests,  and  favored  every-  movement  tend- 
ing  to  its  growth  and  prosperity.  He  settled  on 
the  property  of  his  second  wife,  Sarah  J.  Van 
Brunt,  which  consisted  of  a  farm  of  thirty-four 
acres  lying  between  Smith  and  Eighth  streets  and 
extending,  from  Gowanus  creek  to  the  Flatbush 
line.  It  was  on  a  portion  of  this  farm  that  the  gal- 
lant -Vfarylanders  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island  were  buried.  Mr.  Talmage  was  elected 
alderman  of  the  eighth  ward  of  Brooklyn  after  a 
residence  there  of  three  years  and  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  in  1845.  -^  foundation  for  a 
city  hall  was  undertaken  during  the  administra- 
tion of  his  j)redecessor,  but  for  lack  of  funds  only 
one  story  of  the  building  was  completed,  and  the 
debris  removed,  and  plans  for  the  present  city 
hall  were  made  and  adopted  and  the  present  build- 
ing was  constructed  under  his  administration. 
Largely  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Talmage  the 
debt  was  liquidated,  and  not  long  after  the  build- 
ing com])lete(i. 

The  most  important  work  of  his  life,  however, 
was  in  connection  with  Prospect  Park,  Brookhn. 
of  which  he  was  the  originator  and  chief  promoter. 
He  introduced  and  carried  through  the  state  legi>- 
lature  the  bills  of  1858-59  and  Y>o  for  the  creation 
of  the  park,  and  was  untiring  in  his  efforts  until 
the  work  was  fairly  under  wav.     The  three  first 


HISTORY   OF   LONG   ISLAND. 


829 


sioners  appointed  by  the  legislature  were 
;  G.  Talmage,  E.  C.  Litchfield  and  Charles 
i.  When  they  found  they  were  likely  to 
ith  opposition  from  the  Republican  side  of 
use,  Mr.    Stranahan.  a    Republican,  was 

0  the  commission.  The  conception  of  the 
ise  was  due  to  Mr.  Talmage,  and  this  he 
ted  with  imabated  vigor  and  energy  up  to 
of  his  death,  which  was  caused  from  a  cold 
ted  while  advocating  the  measure  at  Al- 

Without  detracting  from  the  honors 
d  to  another,  they  should  be  equally  shared 
who  fell  at  his  post  of  duty  a  martyr  to  the 
D  which  he  had  devoted  the  best  vears  of 
It  is  noteworthv  also  that  the  man  who 
ed  this  enterprise  was  a  descendant  of  one 
oldest  families  on  Long  Island,  among 
lescendants  are  found  some  of  the  brightest 
)st  distinguished  statesmen,  patriots,  ora- 

1  learned  divines  of  the  country. 
Talmage  was  three  times  married.     His 

fe  was  Dorothy  Miller,  daughter  of  Colo- 
r'id  Miller,  of  Morris  county,  New  Jersey. 

her  brothers,  Hon.  Jacob  Miller,  was  a 

States  senator  from  New  Jersey  for  about 

years,  and  was  the  contemporary  of  Clay, 

r  and  other  distinguished  statesmen  of  that 

Another  brother  was  William   Miller, 

States  minister  to  France.  There  were 
ildren  by  this  marriage :    David  M.,  Mary 

VV'illianx  Henry  and  Tunis  Van  Pelt.  Mr. 
fe  married  secondly  Sarah  J.  Van  Brunt. 
Iter  of  John  Van  Brunt,  and  two  children 
le  issue  of  this  marriage :  Jane  Elizabeth, 
arried  Rev.  Henry  Vonbac,  and  Adrian, 
lird  wife  of  Mr.  Talmage  was  Harriet 
lan,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Teunis  Jorale- 
'om  whom  a  principal  street  in  Brooklyn 

its  name.  By  this  marriage  there  was  one 
■Frederick  T. 

lis  Van  Pelt  Talmage,  fourth  child  of  Hon. 
s  Goyn  Talmage,  was  born  in  Clinton,  New 

in  July,  1S32,  during  the  temporary  so- 
)f  his  parents  at  that  i)lace.  L'ntil  he  was 
?ars  of  age  his  childhood  was  spent  in  New 
ily.    Since  1840  he  has  resided  in  Brooklyn 


and  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  of  the  two 
cities.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia as  one  of  the  ''Forty-niners,"  returning  in 
1852,  richer  only  in  experience.  He  began  busi- 
ness in  Brooklyn  that  year  as  a  street  contractor. 
He  graded  Sixth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Ninth  and 
Tenth  avenues  and  all  the  streets  between  First 
and  Ninth  streets.  In  1857  he  started  in  the  retail 
coal  business,  and  since  1882  has  been  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  coal  trade. 

He  was  eng-aged  actively  in  local  politics  for 
many  years.  His  first  public  office  was  that  of 
supervisor,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  from 
the  eighth  ward  in  i860  for  a  two-years  term,  and 
in  1862  was  elected  alderman  of  the  same  ward, 
the  second  year  of  his  term  serving  as  president 
of  the  board.  He  represented  the  fourth  district 
in  the  state  legislature  in  1874-5,  introducing  and 
carrying  through  one  of  the  most  important  meas- 
ures ever  enactcrl  for  the  people  of  Brooklyn,  but 
more  especially  for  his  own  constituents.  This 
was  the  re-adjustment  of  Prospect  Park  taxes, 
which,  instead  of  requiring  the  few  property  hold- 
ers whose  property  was  contiguous  to  the  park  to 
bear  the  entire  burden  of  taxation,  was  distrib'uted 
throughout  the  entire  city.  He  claimed  that  as 
the  wliole  city  was  benefited  equally  by  the  park, 
other  property  holders  should  share  equally  the 
burden  of  taxation.  l>v  his  strenuous  eflForts  to 
ov(Tcome  the  strong  o]>position  to  the  measure  he 
made  many  friends  in  both  parties. 

In  1865  Mr.  Talmage  came  within  one  vote  of 
receiving  the  nomination  for  mayor,  his  opponent 
being  Mayor  Kalbfleisch.  He  ran  on  the  inde- 
pendent Democratic  ticket  in  1867,  but  was  de- 
feated. From  the  first  day  he  entered  public  life 
he  has  been  actively  connected  with  the  Twenty- 
secord  Ward  Imj>rovenient  Association. 

During  die  Civil  war,  as  one  of  the  supervis- 
ors, he  served  on  the  relief  committee  which  gave 
genuine  assistance  to  the  widows  whose  husbands 
were  killed  on  the  battle-field.  He  assisted  in  rais- 
ing the  Fifty-sixth  Regiment  (of  which  his 
brother  was  major),  and  was  commissioned  cap- 
tain by  Governor  Morgan.  He  went  with  his 
regiment  to  the  front  in  1863  during  the  invasion 
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of  Pcsn^lvsmta  by  hte's  army,  and  remained  in 
active  service  until  all  danger  was  passed,  after 
Ki4iich  he  resigned  his  position. 

Until  within  the  past  few  years  he  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  Reformed  church. 
Since  1898  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Park 
Congregational  church,  of  which  he  is  a  trustee. 

He  married,  in  1853,  Magdalene  Van  Nest,  de 
Forest,  daughter  of  John  I.  de  Forest,  of  New 
York.  Their  children  are :  Magdalene,  who  mar- 
ried Francis  E.  Dodge,  and  has  children  named 
Frank,  Linden  and  Helen;  William  de  Forest, 
unmarried;  K^icrine  A.,  who  married  William 
H.  Force  anc|  has  two  children, — Katharine  and 

Magdalene. 

•  - 

k  .  .  .  - , 

PAVID   BRYtE  TOD. 

David  Bryce  Tod,  carriage  manufacturer  of 
Hempstead,  Nassau  cotmty.  Long  Island,  was 
born  in  Worcester,  England,  November  12,  i860, 
the  son  of  David  Tod  and  Annie  Brice,  both  na- 
tives of  Edinburg,  Scotland.  After  completing  his 
education  in  Bishop  Auckland,  Durhamshire,  pub- 
lic school,  he  entered  his  father's  shop  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  the  carriage  making  business.  Master- 
ing the  details  of  this  business,  he  worked  for  his 
father  for  a  brief  period  as  journeyman  then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Hislop  &  Sons,  Edinburg, 
Scotland,  and  subsequently,  the  employ  of  the  Cal- 
edonia Railroad  Company.  Emigrating  to  Amer- 
ica in  1889,  after  a  brief  period  at  Philadelphia  he 
came  to  Brooklyn,  engaged  first  with  Wilkie  & 
Son  and  in  1890  removed  to  Hempstead,  where 
he  was  engaged  with  R.  H.  Nostrand  for  eight 
years.  In  April  of  1898  he  began  business  for  him- 
.self,  having  in  a  brief  period  established  a  pros- 
perous and  widely  extending  manufacturing  busi- 
ness. While  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  carriages  he 
makes  a  specialty  of  the  Hempstead  road  cart,  a 
driving  wagon  manufactured  from  his  own  de- 
signs and  rapidly  w^inning  wider  and  wider  popu- 
larity. His  spacious  show  rooms  are  a  feature  of 
his  establishment. 

Mr.  Tod  has  an  exceptionally  fine  tenor  voice, 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  choirs  of  St.  John's 
and    St.    Luke's     churches    in     Brooklyn,     and 


Holy  Trinity  church  at  Eigfaty^second  street' 
and  Second  avenue,  New  York,  and  is  at  present 
a  member  of  the  choir  of  St.  Elizabeth's  Episco- 
pal church  at  Babylon. 

Febniary  7,  1898,  he  was  married,  in  Hemp- 
stead, to  Ida  May,  daughter  of  William  and 
Phoebe  (Cooper)  Dykes.  They  have  had  two 
children :  William  and  Anna  May.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber ox  Lodge  No.  141,  Independent  Oder  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  Mineola  Encampment  121  of  Hemp-' 
stead. 

VAN  ^^TCKE  HEWLETT. 

Van  Wycke  Hewlett,  deceased,  was  a 
prominent  lawyer,  reading  at  Woodmerc, 
Long  Island,  where  ^e  was  bom  in  1857, 
a  son  of  Tread  well  "Hewlett,  also  bom  in 
Woodmere.  Van  Vfydke  Hewlett  received 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  local  schools 
of  Woodmere,  subsequently  at  the  Troy 
Renssalaer  Pol)rtechnic  Institute,  then  studied  law 
at  Columbia  Collie,  New  York,  where  he  also 
took  a  course  in  civil  engineering:  He  then  took 
up  the  profession  of  law,  whidl  he  followed  con-' 
tinuously  for  ten  years,  having  his  office  in  the 
Garfield  building,  Brooklyn.  His  practice  was 
general,  and  aside  from  this,  he  dealt  largely  in 
real  estate.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  of  Wood- 
mere  for  two  years.  While  he  was  an  active  Re- 
publican in  politics,  owing  to  poor  health  he  would 
not  consent  to  hold  a  responsible  public  office.  He 
was  a  member  and  vestryman  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  Woodmere,  Long  Island. 
On  October  9,  1884,  Mr.  Hewlett  married  Jane  N., 
daughter  of  Charles  Hewlett,  of  Hewletts.  Their 
three  children  are  Howard  T.,  Van  Wycke,  Jr.  and 
Charles  A.  Hewlett.  Mr.  Hewlett  died  March  18, 
1892. 

ADRIAN  MESEROLE. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Adrian  Meserole 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  upbuild- 
ing and  advancement  of  Greenpoint,  and  has 
probably  done  more  to  advance  its  interests  than 
any  other  man.  He  was  born  in  1822,  in  the  house 
where  he  now  resides  on  Lorimer  street,  it  being 
the  old  Meserole  mansion.    Although  the  city  has 
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grown  up  all  around  it,  it  still  retains  many  of  the 
quaint  characteristics  of  the  early  farm  home- 
stead.   A  large  lawn  spreads  out  in  front  of  the 
"Ouse,  with  stumps  of  trees  that  were  once  the 
cnarm  of  the  place.    The  farm,  embracing  forty 
^cres,  owned  by  Peter  Meserole,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  extended  on  the  north  side  from  a  point 
nali  vvav  between  Calver  street  and  Meserole  ave- 
i7z/e,  and  southward  to  the  present  Norman  ave- 
^Li€^,     This  place  was  laid  out  in  1845,  ^"d  two 
}'es^Ts  later  was  divided  into  town  lots.     It  was 
^l>^z^ut  this  time  that  the  farms  of  Greenpoint  be- 
.^  x'"*      to   disappear  and   a  village   sprang   up   in 
^^e^  i  r   place.    South  of  Peter  Meserole's  farm  was 
^hc:^  jfarm    of  Captain    John    Meserole,  between 

^^  «^3t.  t  is  now  Norman  and  Nassau  avenues,  and 
^OL-M-i:!:-^  of  the  latter  avenue  was  the  farm  of  John 
G.  "^-^an  Cott,  while  the  Peter  Caylcr  farm  was 
no-r-fl— B  of  Peter  Meserole's  place.  Fronting  on 
Ea.  ^  -fc  river  in  successive  order  northward  were  the 
^^•"'■Tc^m  ^  of  Jacobus  Cayler,  the  late  L.  S.  Thomas, 
JoV-a  »-^     A.  Meserole,  through  all  of  which  passed 

)resent   Franklin   street.     The  Griffin  farm 
dec!  from  Newton  creek  southward  to  Green 
r- 1,  and  south  of  that  was  the  Provost  farm. 
'  "»•  Meserole  also  had  a  lot  of  twentv  acres  in 
fc  is  now  the  center  of  Cirecnpoint,  on  which 
^1  Is  nearly  all  of  the  churches  of  that  place, 
•^^^ly:     The  Tabernacle,  German  Fvangelical, 
^-Anthony's  Kent    Street    Reformed,   Presbv- 
n,    Noble     Street     1  baptist    and     Ascension 
*►  copal.     The  farm  of  John  A.  Meserole  was 
^rst  to  be  divided  into  building  lots,  this  be- 
in  1835,  ^'^^  the  first  house  of  the  village  was 
^ed  in  1839,  but  within  ten  years  Greenpoint 
secured  a  good  start. 

nring  his  boyhood  Adrian  Meserole  attend- 

Tie  old  Bushwick  district  school,  crossing  the 

s,  there  being  no  regular  road  in  Greenpoint 

at  time.    The  only  way  to  get  from  one  farm 

Tiother  was  by  paths  and  through  gates.    The 

"^^^^^Ihouse  was  near  the  old  P>ushvvick  church, 

what  is  now  the  Bushwick  road,  then  called 

Woodpoint  road,  and  the  teacher  "boarded 

Hd"  among  the  farmers.    After  leaving  school 

lie  age  of  seventeen,  Mr.  Meserole  worked  on 

old  home  farm  for  several  vears.    l^^or  a  time 
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he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  the 
corner  of  Manhattan  and  Meserole  avenues,  and 
later  was  engaged  in  the  brass  hardware  manu- 
facturing business  for  ship  uses  in  New  York 
city  until  1869,  since  which  time  He  has  devoted 
his  attention  to  his  extensive  real  estate  interests. 
He  has  'done  considerable  building,  erecting  near- 
ly sixty  houses  in  the  Greenpoint  district,  and 
is  one  of  the  heaviest  property  owners  in  that 
section.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Mechanics  and 
Traders  Bank  and  a  trustee  and  vice-president 
of  the  Greenpoint  Savings  P>ank.  He  has  made 
for  himself  an  honorable  record  in  business  and 
is  deserving  of  prominent  mention  among  the 
leading  and  representative  citizens  of  Greenpoint. 
On  .September  17,  1856,  Adrian  Meserole 
married  Miss  Mary  Montfort,  and  by  their  union 
two  children  were  born,  namely :  Catherine,  wife 
of  Dr.  William  C.  Hands,  a  practicing  physician 
of  the  Harlem  district  of  New  York  city,  their 
children  being  Alfred  C.,  Adrian,  May,  William 
and  Edna ;  and  Walter  Montfort,  who  married 
Julia  A.  Du  Bois,  and  had  one  child,  Katherine 
Du  Bois.  The  mother  died  in  1887,  and  W.  M. 
Meserole  married  Miss  Ellen  A.  Wooster.  Mr. 
Meserole  has  alwavs  attended  the  Reformed 
church  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Holland  So- 
ciety of  New  York.  As  a  citizen  he  ever  stands 
ready  to  discharge  any  duty  devolving  upon  him, 
and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  his  town,  encouraging  and  financially 
aiding  all  enterprises  for  the  public  benefit. 

FRAXK  ELIOT  WEST,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Dr.  West  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  Brooklyn,  and  has  that  love  for  and  de- 
votion  to  his  profession  which  have  brought  to 
him  success  and  won  him  a  place  among  the  ablest 
rejMesentatives  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  the 
city.  He  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts, 
February  8,  185 1,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Chapman 
and  Maria  L.  (Goodrich)  West,  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  Washington  and  Pittsfield,  Massachu- 
setts, and  of  early  English  ancestry. 

The  Doctor  was  educated  in  Grevlock  Insti- 
tute  of  South  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  and 
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vna  graduated  in  WiUiami  Ccdl^e  witft  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1872,  receiving  the 
d^free  of  Master  of  Arts  three  ]rears  later.  Under 
the  preceptorage  of  Drs.  Fraidc  K.  Paddodc  and 
J.  F.  A.  Adams  he  received  his  medical  education 
in  the  College  of  Fbysidans  &  Surgeons,  of  New 
York,  and  the  Long  Island  Coll^^  Hospital,  grad- 
uating at  the  latter  instituti<ni  in  1876,  with  the 
decree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  has  since  been 
an  active  member  of  the  profession  and  is  now 
tonisulting  physician,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
treatment  of  internal  diseases.  Besides  enjoying 
a  lar^  and  lucrative  practice  the  Doctor  has  held 
.the  fdlowing  professitmal  positions  in  the  Long 
Island  College  Hospital:  House  physician  and 
surgeon  in  187&7;  sui^ifeon  of  the  out-door  de- 
partment from  1878  to  1885 ;  assistant  to  the  chair 
of  medical  practice  from  1880  to  1886;  lecturer 
on  physical  diagnosis  and  diseases  of  the  kidneys, 
from  1883  to  1886;  assistant  physician  to  the  hos- 
jrital  in  1883 ;  visiting  physician  to  the  hospital 
since  1885 ;  and  professor  of  materia  ihedica  and 
therapeutics  and  clinical  medicine  since  1886.  He 
was  president  of  the  Alumni  Association  in  1885. 
He  was  also  visiting  physician  to  the  Kings  Coun- 
ty Hospital  from  1893  to  1898,  and  consulting 
physician  to  that  institution  since  the  latter  date, 
and  has  been  visiting  physician  to  the  Brooklyn 
Hospital  since  1894.  He  is  the  author  of  many 
published  pan<phlets  and  papers  of  much  value  to 
the  profession. 

In  1878  Dr.  West  became  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Kings,  has  been 
censor  of  the  society  at  various  times,  was  vice- 
pr?sident  in  1890.  president  in  1891,  and  chairman 
of  the  board  of  trustees  since  1892,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  building  committee  which  erected  the 
new  medical  library  on  Bedford  avenue,  in  BrocJc- 
lyn.  He  is  a  permanent  member  of  the  New  York 
State  i'edicai  Society,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
New  \'ork  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Physicians 
Mutual  -\id  Association  of  New  York,  the  Brook- 
lyn Pathoiofiical  Society,  and  the  Associated  Phy- 
sicians of  Long  Island.  He  Is  also  a  member  of 
the  Hamilton  and  the  Crescent  .\thletic  Clubs' of 
Jlrooklvn  and  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  CUib  of  New 
York.  ' 


On  the  loth  of  June,  1896,  Dr.  West  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  V.  Han^ihriea, 
of  New  Yorit,  and  they  have  one  diild,  Frank 
Eliot.  Jr.  The  family  attend  the  Trinity  Episco- 
pal diiirch  of  Brooklyn. 

WILLIAM  SCHROEDER,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  Schroeder,  of  Brooklyn,  an  ac- 
compli^ied  physician  who  has  rendered  to  his 
profession  services  of  signal  usefulness  as  his- 
torian of  various  leadii^  professional  bodies,  and 
to  fraternal  orders  equally  useful  service  dnvnigh 
very  able  and  numerous  pa|>ers  on  topics  of  great 
importance  to  them,  was  bcMn  July  a6,  1S54,  ia 
New  York  city.  His  parents  were  John  Ernest 
and  Johanna  Henriette  CJudenfiend)  Sdiroeder. 
His  father  was  bom  May  2,  1825,  in  Schleaw^ 
Holstein,  Gennany,  and  died  December  33,  1890^ 
in  Brooklyn,  Long  Island.  His  mottier  was  boni 
December  9,  1821,  in  Ldpsic,'  Gennany,  and  died 
December  4,  1876,  in   BrotJdyn,  Long    Island. 

Wtlliiam  Schroeder,  son  of  the  parents  above 
named,  acquired  his  education  mainly  'dutm^ 
his  own  unaided  effort    He  received  his  early 
instruction  in  public  sdu>oU  Nos.  13  and  27,  in 
Brooklyn,  but  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years  he 
ceased  to  be  a  student  to  take  employment  in  a 
printing  house,  where  he  soon  made  the  discov- 
ery that  to  succeed  he  needed  to  possess  more 
ample    knowledge    than    he    then    commanded. 
After  two  years  of  labor,  during  which  time  he 
was  a  diligent  reader  of  such  books  as  he  could 
obtain,  his  means  enabled  him  to  attend  a  Ger- 
man school  for  a  term  of  six  months,  at  the  end 
of  that  time  resuming  labor.     About  this  time, 
following  the  cholera  season  of   1866,   evening 
schools  were  organized  in  Brooklyn  and  young 
Schroeder  was   among  the  very   first   to  enter 
evening  school  No.  7  held  in  school  building  No.    . 
27,  on  Nelson  street,  under  the  principalship  of3 
L.  H.  Lewis,  and  he  was  one  of  its  pupils  for  a^ 
number  of  winters.    From  1878  to  1881  he  was  ^b 
student  in  the  evening  high   school,  under  tbi^ 
principalship  of  James  Cruikshank.  LL.   D.,  ar — 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1881 
This  period  of  three  years  was  co-incident  wltl^r 
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rofessional  studies,  for  in  1878  he  began  his 
cal  reading  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
les  A.  H.  de  Szigethy,  afterward  matricu- 
^  with  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  at 
h  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1881, 
/ear  of  the  completion  of  his  high-school 
es  in  the  night  school.  June  19,  1900,  he 
licensed  as  a  phannacist.  Immediately  after 
^aduation  in  medicine,  Dr.   Schroeder  en- 

upon  practice  in  his  native  city,  w^here  he 
nues  to  be  actively  and  usefully  employed, 
essed  of  a  sturdy  physique  and  a  well  dis- 
led  mind,  pursuing  his  calling  with  genuine 
isiasm,  and  never  ceasing  to  be  a  student, 
hting  in  an  excellent  library  of  professional 
general  literature,  he  has  the  characteristics 
habits  of  thought  and  action  which  befit  the 
Me  and  conscientious  practitioner. 
h\  Schroeder  became  connected  with  the  fol- 
le  named  bodies  in  the  vears  severallv  des- 
cd:  Alumni  Association  of  the  Long  Island 
;ge  Hospital,  1881 ;  Medical  Society  of  the 
ity  of  Kings,  1883;  New  York  Physicians' 
lal  Aid  Association,  1883 ;  Brooklyn  Patho- 
ai  Society,  1895 ;  Brooklyn  Medical  Society, 
;  and  Associated  Physicians  of  Long  Isl- 
1900.  He  has  been  the  historian  of  some  of 
:  bodies,  some  of  which  he  is  yet  serving  in 
capacity,  and  his  work  in  that  relation  has 
of  enduring  value.  He  has  at  various  times 
ered  a  large  number  of  anniversary  ad- 
>es,  niany  of    which    have    been  afforded  a 

publicity   through   professional   and   other 
lals. 

[is  contributions  to  the  fraternal  press,  dur- 
he  period  betv/een  1884  and  1896,  were  very 
^rous,  and  their  pracitcal  worth  met  with  a 
ral  and  grateful  recognition.  The  following 
partial  list  of  the  topics  treated :  Are  You 
ouud  Health,  The  Ballot  Box,  The  J5allot, 
ity.  Committee  Work  (this  article  w'as  re- 
shed).  Dues  and  Benefits,  Dying  to  Win, 
nining  Physicians  in  Odd  Fellow  Lodges, 
teen  Years  of  Age  Question,  The  Three 
t  Fraternities,  VVicndship,  Faith,  Father- 
of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  ]Man,  Gene- 
y  of  <3pinion,   History  of  Odd   Fellowship 


on  Long  Island  (five  articles).  Lodge  Physicians 
(two  articles),  Love,  Medical  Examination,  The 
Xurse  and  his  Relation  to  Odd  Fellowship,  Na- 
tionality in  Odd  Fellowship,  The  Reward  of  Odd 
Fellows,  What  Constitutes  an  Odd  Fellow,  The 
Order  and  its  Philanthropy,  A  Member  Never 
Dies  a,  I^auper,  Spread  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  Pay  As  You  Go,  Religion  and 
Odd  Fellowship,  Sociability,  Truth,  Widows  and 
Orphans  and  Why  Am  I  Insured. 

Between  1895  and  1901  Dr.  Schroeder  con- 
tributed to  various  medical  journals  articles  en- 
titled as  follows:  Early  History  of  Medicine  on 
J^ong  Island;  Dispensaries,  Hospitals  and  Medi- 
cal Societies  of  Kings  County,  1830  to  i860; 
Lodge  Doctors;  Cotmcil  and  Faculty  of  the  Long 
Island  College  Hospital,  i860;  History  of  the 
Jirooklyn  Pathological  Society;  History  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Kings;  Utility 
of  Record  in  the  Medical  Profession;  History 
of  the  Brooklyn  Medico-Chirurgical  Society; 
Speakers  at  the  Laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of 
the  Medical  Society,  County  of  Kings ;  History 
of  the  Brooklyn  Anatomical  and  Surgical  So- 
ciety ;  Speakers  at  the  Celebration  of  the  Inaugu- 
ration of  Vaccination,  at  the  Medical  Societv  of 
the  County  of  Kings;  Meeting  Places  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Kings ;  His- 
tory of  the  Brooklyn  Medical  Society;  Speakers 
at  the  Dedication  of  the  new  Library  Building  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  Kings : 
History  of  the  Apprentices'  Library  Building; 
and  Physicians,  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

He  also  contributed  biographical  sketches  of 
the  following  named  physicians  and  surgeons : 
John  Carpenter,  Thomas  W'ilson  Henry,  Will- 
iam B.  Creed,  Teodore  L.  Mason,  John  Sulli- 
van Thorne,  George  Marvin,  the  ex-presidents  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
from  Kings  county,  Richard  Cresson  Stills,  Lu- 
cius Hyde,  Chauncey  L.  Mitcliell,  James  Harvey 
I  lenry,  Daniel  Brooks,  Timothy  Anderson  Wade, 
De  Witt  Clinton  Enos,  George  I.  Bennett,  Samuel 
Boyd,  Jr..  Christopher  R.  McClellan,  Samuel 
Hart,  Joseph  C.  Hutchison,  Abraham  J.  Berry, 
Eugene  A.  Graux,  John  Jones,  Cadwallader  Col- 
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den,  James  L.  Little,  Valentine  Mott,  Samuel  L. 
Mitchell,  Alfred  C.  Post,  Wright  Post,  Valen- 
tine Seaman,  Samuel  G.  Arbor,  Corydon  La  Ford, 
Daniel  Ay  res,  Frank  Haltings  Hamilton,  Will- 
iam Warren  Green,  Benjamin  Howard  and  Al- 
pheus  Benliing  Crosby;  and  obituary  sketches  of 
the  following  named  physicians  and  surgeons: 
Joshua  Green  Wilbur,  George  B.  Sullivan,  Ar- 
nold Stub,  Lawrence  Swan  Woodall,  Cornelius 
Schapps.  James  F.  Feeley,  William  H.  Caemere, 
George  W.  Neidecker,  William  P.  Bowser, 
James  L.  Kartright,  Gustave  Schmetzer,  Julius  E. 
Schroeder,  Charles  E.  West,  Robert  F.  Cunnion, 
Aaron  E.  Peck,  Alexander  J.  C.  Skene,  William 
Webb  Browning,  Frank  Stephen  Milbury,  Guth- 
rie Rider  Winder,  James  Byers  Warden,  John 
Henry  Hobart  Burgc  and  John  Barnard  Busteed. 

Dr.  Schroeder  has  also  contributed  valuably 
to  the  medical  history  contained  in  our  present 
work,  "The  History  of  Long  Island." 

The  connection  of  Dr.  Schroeder  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternitv  has  been  as  follows:  Nassau 
Lodge,  No.  536,  F.  A.  M.  (of  which  he  is  at  pres- 
ent the  senior  deacon);  raised,  1875;  Master, 
1886;  Gate  of  the  Temple  Chapter,  No.  203,  R. 
A.  M. ;  High  Priest,  1895 ;  Clinton  Commandery, 
No.  14,  K.  T.,  April  24,  1901 ;  Evangeline  Chap- 
ter, No.  51,  O.  E.  S.,  admitted  1894,  Patron,  1895 
to  igo2]  Brooklyn  Masonic  Veterans,  admitted 
1897. 

Dr.  Schroeder  was  married,  April  23,  1876, 
to  Miss  Charlotte  P»eck,  of  Brooklyn.  One  son 
born  of  this  marriage  is  now  living,  William 
Schroeder,  a  talented  young  man,  who  is  associ- 
ated in  practice  w-ith  his  father.  He  received  his 
literary  education  in  DeGav's  classical  school  and 
in  the  Polvtechnic  Institute  of  Brooklyn.  He  be- 
gan  his  medical  studies  under  the  i)receptorship 
of  his  father,  and  took  full  courses  in  the  Brook- 
lyn College  of  Pharmacy  and  in  the  Long  Island 
College  Hospital,  and  w^as  graduated  in  both  the 
institutions  named,  receiving  from  the  former  the 
degrees  of  Graduate  of  Pharmacy  and  Doctor 
of  Pharmacy,  and  from  the  latter  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Me<licine.  He  is  a  teacher 
in  the  bacteriological  department  of  the  Long 
Island    College    HosjMtal,  and    is    the    present 


president  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Brook 
lyn  College  of  Pharmacy,  the  youngest  man  wh< 
has  ever  occupied  that  position,  and  is  a  perman 
em  niembcr  of  the  New  York  State  Pharmaceuti 
cal  Society  and  of  the  Kings  County  Pharma 
ceutical  Society. 

WILLIAM  I.  KOUWENHOVEN. 

William    I.    Kouwenhoven,    who    resides    a1 
Flatlands,  was  born    at    Bedford,  Long  Island, 
April  5,   18 18,  and  is  descended  from  good  old 
Revolutionary  stock.    His  grandfather  was  Will- 
iam Kouwenhoven,  and  his  father  was  John  I. 
Kouwenhoven.     The  latter  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary  war,  loyally  aiding  in  the  struggle  for 
American  independence.    He  removed  to  Graves- 
end  when  the  subject  of  this  review  was  a  lad  of 
eleven  years,  and  there  he  made  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873.     At  one  time 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  poor  of  the  town, 
and  in  church  work  he  was  very  active,  holding 
membership  with   the   Dutch   Reformed  church 
and  serving  as  deacon  and  elder  in  the  congrega- 
gation  with  which  he  was  identified.    He  married 
Susan  Lake,  a  daughter  of  Peter  Lake,  of  Flat- 
bush,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  are  living, — William  I.  and 
Jane  Aletta,  who  is  now  the  widow  of  Stephe 
Vanderveer,  of  New  Lots. 

Mr.    Kouwenhoven,    whose   name   introduce 
this  review,  spent  the  days  of  his  childhood  unde 
the  parental  roof,  his  time  being  quietly  passe 
without  event    of    special  importance.     He  w 
reared  to  farm  work,  and  throughout  his  busine 
career  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  his  vvel 
tilled  fields  bringing  to  him  a  good  return.  Gradt 
ally  his  capital  was  thus  increased  and  he  secur 
a  good  bank  account,  but  a  short  time  ago  he  so 
his  farm  and  is  now  living  retired  in  the  enjo;;^!! 
ment  of  a  well  earned  rest. 

Mr.  Kouwenhoven  was  united  in  marriage,     ^ 
1843,  to  Miss  Abigail  Baxter,  a  daughter  of  Ga^''" 
ret    S.    Baxter,    of    Flatlands.     This    venerabF/e 
couple  lived  to   celebrate  their  golden  wedding 
day,  March  22,   1893.     On  December  13,  i895' 
Mrs.  Kouwenhoven  passed  away  to  her  etemal 
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rest.  They  had  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
living,  namely:  Susan  L.,  the  wife  of  William 
Schenck,  of  Flatbush,  Long  Island;  i\bbie  W., 
wife  of  James  R.  Fredericks,  of  Jamaica,  Long 
Island;  John  J.,  who  resides  at  Vineland,  New 
Jersey ;  Williamson,  who  resides  at  the  home- 
stead with  his  father;  Peter  W.,  a  resident  of 
Jamaica ;  Anna,  the  wife  of  Alfred  B.  Grossman, 
of  New  Lots ;  and  Kitty,  the  wife  of  John  M. 
Remsen,  of  Flatlands,  now  residing  at  the  old 
homestead.  Mr.  Konwenhoven  has  now  passed 
the  eighty-third  milestone  on  life's  journey  and 
his  rest  is  well  merited.  He  enjovs  the  veneration 
and  respect  which  should  ever  be  accorded  to 
those  who  attain  to  advanced  age  and  is  accounted 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  community. 

THE  Wr)C)DHULL  FAMILY. 

There  is  no  family  on  I-ong  Island  that  has 
for  a  greater  period  been  established  here  or  is 
stronger  numerically  than  the  W^oodhull  family, 
and  investie^ation  into  the  history  of  this  portion 
of  the  Empire  state  will  show  that  no  other  family 
has  contributed  in  larger  degree  toward  promot- 
ing the  military  and  civil  interests  which  have  led 
to  *\\e  development  of  Long  Island  than  have  the 
WoodhuUs. 

In  direct  line  the  ancestry  can  be  traced  back 
to  the  time  when  William  the  Conquerer  left  his 
home  in  Normandy  and  fought  the  battle  of  Hast- 
ings on  the  English  coast,  thus  infusing  a  new  ele- 
ment into  the  great  British  nation.  Among  the 
number  who  accompanied  the  conquerer  to  Eng- 
land and  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  army 
was  a  man  of  Flemish  origin  who  was  known  by 
the  name  of  Walteras  Flanderemis,  which  in  Eng- 
lish would  be  Walter,  the  man  of  Flanders.  The 
land  taken  from  the  Anglo-Saxons  who  fought 
against  William  was  distributed  among  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  latter,  and  the  Flemish  soldier  as  a 
feudnl  lord  held  estates  in  Bedford  and  North- 
ampton. His  castle  was  located  at  Wahull,  now 
Woodhull,  in  liedford.  His  son  was  also  named 
Waher  and  was  made  baron  of  W^ahull  for  excel- 
lent service.  The  line  of  descent  is  traced  on  down 
through  Simon,  baron  of  Wahull,  who  in  the  reign 


of  Henry  T  gave  the  church  of  Langford  to  the 
Knights  Templar;  Walter  de  Wahull,  who  paid 
knight's  fees  to  Henry  II,  indicating  very  large 
possessions ;   Simon   de  Wahull,  who  also  paid 
knight's  fees  to  the  same  king,  also  paid  a  large 
sum  toward  the  redemption  of  King  Richard  I, 
who  was  held  a  captive  in  Germany  upon  his  re- 
turn from  the  crusades  to  the  Holy  Land  and  gave 
large  grants  to  the  nunnery  of  Godstone,  where 
ho  had  two  daughters,  his  death  occurring  in  1197 
A.  Y). :  John  de  Wahull,  who  died  in  1216;  Sauher 
de  Wahull,  son  of  John's  uncle,  who  died  in  1250; 
Walter  de  Wahull,  who  died  in  1261 ;  John  de 
Wahull,  who  died  in  1295 ;  Thomas  de  Wahull, 
who  was  summoned  to  parliament  as  baron,  Jan- 
uary 26,  i2()7 :  John  de  Wahull ;  Nicholas  de  Wa- 
hull. whose  wife,  Margaret  Foxcote,  brought  by 
inheritance  the  second  quartering  to  the  coat  of 
arms,  and  who  died  in  141 1,  in  the  twelfth  year  of 
the  re!gn  of  Henry  IV :  lliomas  de  Wahull,  whose 
wife,  Eliabeth  Chetwood,  brought  quarterings  3, 
4.  5  and  6  to  the  family  coat  of  arms,  and  who  died 
in  1422,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reig^  of  Henry 
V ;  Thomas  de  Wahull ;  John  Woodhull ;  Fulk 
Woodhull,  whose  wife,  Anna,  brought  the  seventh 
quartering  to  the  coat  of  arms,  and  who  died  in 
1509,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII ;  and  Nicholas  Woodhull.     It  will  be 
seen  that  in  the  meantime  the  name  has  undergone 
a  change,  when  Nicholas,  the  head  of  the  family, 
had  his  title  changerl  to  Nicholas  Woodhull,  baron 
of  Woodhull.     Nicholas  Woodhull,  the  head  of 
.the  family  in  the  seventeenth  generation — the  last 
mentioned — married,  and  it  was  through  his  first 
son  descended  the  now  titled  branch  of  the  family. 
Lords  Crewe  of  Steene.    The  American  branch  is 
descetfded  from  his  son  Fulk,  by  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  Parr,  cousin  of  Queen  Catharine  Parr, 
last  wHfe  of  Henrv  VIII.     Elizabeth  Parr  was  a 
descendant  of  William  the  Conqueror  through  his 
voungest  daughter,  Gundred.     She  was  also  a 
descendant  of  Edward  the  First  and  of  WilHam 
the  Lion  of  Scotland.    She  brought  to  the  family 
coat  of  arms  the  qtiarterings  8  to  18,  by  inherit- 
ance from  her  father,  her  grandfather  and  her 
mother. 

The  representative  of  the  family  in  the  eight- 


186 


HISTORY   OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


eenth  generation  in  direct  line  to  the  Woodhulls 
of  I  onj^'  Island  was  Fulk  Woodhull,  who  was  fol- 
lowed bv  Lawrence  \\'oodhull  and  Richard  Wood- 
hull,  the  latter  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the 
new  world.  He  was  born  in  Thenford,  North- 
amptonshire, England,  in  1620,  the  year  of  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  Rock.  He 
was  married  in  England,  and  in  1648  came  to  the 
new  world.  He  had  been  a  warm  friend  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  he  deemed  it  unwise  to  try  and  live 
under  the  restored  monarchy  of  Charles  II.  In 
1665  he  purchased  ten  thousand  and  eight  hun- 
dred acres  of  lanrl  in  the  town  of  Brookhaven  and 
took  up  his  abode  at  Sctauket  Harbor,  which  was 
then  called  Ashford  or  Cromvveirs  Bay.  A  part 
of  his  farm  is  still  in  possession  of  his  descendants, 
having  been  given  to  the  eldest  son  for  several 
generations  according  to  the  English  custom. 
The  original  coat  of  arms  is  still  kept  at  his  old 
homestead.  Richard  Woodhull  was  justice  of 
the  court  of  assizes  and  represented  the  cause  of 
the  English  colonies  against  the  Dutch  at  Hart- 
ford. He  was  greatly  respected,  and  died  in  1690, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  His  children  were 
Richard,  Nathaniel  and  Deborah. 

Richard  Woodhull  (2)  was  born  October  9, 
1649.  He  also  was  chosen  magistrate  of  his  na- 
tive town,  and  was  equally  faithful  to  the  civil  and 
religious  interests  of  the  people.  From  the  rec- 
ords we  learn  that  at  a  town  meeting,  April  10, 
1607,  it  was  fully  agreed  that  ^Ir.  Justice  Wood- 
hull  ^  of  Brookhaven,  and  Justice  Smith,  of  Smith- 
town,  should  jointly  make  arrangements  with  the 
Rev.  (jeorge  Phillips  faithfully  to  perform  the 
duty  of  minister  of  the  gospel  among  them  during 
tlie  time  of  his  natural  life,  etc.  At  another  time 
it  was  ordered  that  one  hundred  acres  of  land  be 
laid  out  lor  Rev,  George  Phillips  by  Richard 
Woodhull,  surveyor.  The  children  of  Richard 
Woodhull  ^2)  were  Richard,  Nathaniel,  John, 
Josiah,  Dorothy  and  Temperance.  The  father 
(lied  in  1699.  Richard  Woodhull  (4)  was  born  in 
iTx)!,  and  died  in  1707.  His  children  were  Rich- 
ard, [Mary.  John,  Nathan.  Stephen,  Henry  and 
IMioebe.  Of  this  family  Stephen  Woodhull  was 
born  in  1722,  and  bis  children  were  Abraham, 
John.  Stephen,  Oliver,  Hannah,  Susan  and  Polly. 


John  Woodhull  was  bom  in   1760,  and  died  in 
i&>5.     He  lived  at  Ronkonkoma,  Long  Island, 
and  his  children  were  Richard  and  Brewster.  The 
former  was  born  in  1793,  and  died  in  1834.   He 
lived  at  Ronkonkoma,  and  had  eight  children. 
He  married  Fannv  Green,  who  was  bom  in  1802 
and  died  in  1872.    Their  children  were  as  follows  •- 
Francis  Woodhull  was  born  in  1822,  and  died  irx 
1.S86.     He  married  Ruth  Doxsee,  who  died  ixi 
1846,  leaving  a  son,  Francis  Asbury,  who  wais 
bom  in  1846  and  died  in  1847.     After  the  deatin 
of  his  first  wife  he  wedded  Hannah  Maria  Terr^V 
who  was  born  in  18 14  and  died  in  1874.     His  ne^«:i 
wife  was  Phoebe  Elizabeth  Doxsee,  who  was  boi 
in   1850  and  died  in   1880,  leaving  a  daught( 
Jessie  Ermina  Woodhull,  who  was  bom  in  187^ 
and  son,  Maurice  Welsh  Woodhull,  who  was  boTTi 
in  1878.     For  his  fourth  wife  Francis  Woodh-uU 
chose  Josephine  Anna  Robinson,  who  was  bora  in 
1838  and  still  survives  her  husband. 

Charles  Ambrose  Woodhull,  of  Sayville,  was 
born   in    1824  and   died   in    1890.     He   married 
Gloaner  Green,  who  was  born  in  1828  and  died  in 
i^)Ay  and  they  had  four  children :     Fanny  Green, 
who  was  born  in  iSc-i  and  married  Charles  Flovd 
Terry,  who  was  born  in  1850,  and  by  whom  she 
has  three   children, — Louise   Benjamin,  bom  in 
1879,  Henry  ]\Iiller  in   1882  and   Floyd  Grant 
Terry  in  1885 ;  Arabella,  who  was  bom  in  1856, 
and  married  Woodhull  Nathaniel  Raynor,  who 
was  born  in  1853  and  by  whom  she  has  eight  diil* 
dren, — Minnie  Emma,  born  in  1878,  Rachel  Green 
in  T879,  Pucretia  Woglum  in  1882,  Lewis  Wood- 
hull  in  1883,  Sarah  Le  Valley  in  1886,  Elizabeth 
who  was  born  in  1886  and  died  the  same  yea 
WoociiuiH   Xnthaniel,  born  in   1894  and  died 
1895,  and  l^^anny  Eugenia,  born  in  1894:  Char' 
ITerliort,  of  Patchogue,  New  York,  born  in  18 
married  Harriet  Newell  Case,  who  was  borr 
i8c6,    and   bv   whom   he   had   three   childre* 
l>ryan  r)ar'?tt.  who  was  horn  in  1883  and  dif 
18X4.  HerlxTt  Case  in  t886  and  Julia  Bartl( 
i8SS:    and  Herman  Smith  Woodhull,  of  I 
Comiecticut.  who  was  born  in  1867,  and  w 
Mary  I'^nieliiie  Kimberly,  who  was  born  in 

John   .Vlplieus  Woodhull,  the  third  cl 
KMchnrd  and  l*\'nniv  (Green)  Woodhull,  w 
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in  1825.  and  married  Johanna  Brown,  who  was 
born  in  1825  and  died  in  1887,  after  which  he  mar- 
ried Eliza  Miller  Church,  who  was  born  in  1828. 
B>  his  first  marriage  he  had  eight  children :  Joel 
Brown,  who  was  bom  in  1854,  and  married  Abbie 
Cornelia  Hatch,  w^ho  was  born  in  1853  and  died  in 
1880,  leaving  two  children, — ^Joel  Raymond,  bom 
in  T877,  and  Abbie  Florence,  born  in  1880,  after 
wiiich  he  married  Elizabeth  Hcnrv  Hicks,  who  was 
bom  in  1858  and  died  in  1893,  leaving  a  daughter, 
Mary  Henr},  who  was  born  in  1891,  while  their 
elder  daughter,  Leola  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in 
1888,  pass,ed  away  in  the  same  year  as  her  mother's 
death :  Charles  Edward,  who  was  born  in  1855, 
and  married  Josephine  Hallock,  who  was  born  in 
1853,  by  whom  he  has  one  son,  John  Hallock, 
born  in  1892;  John  Francis,  who  was  born  in 
1857,  and  married  Minnie  Ellen  Hinkley,  who 
was  born  in  1867,  and  is  the  mother  of  his  two 
children, — Mildred,  bom  in  1887,  and  Hazel  in 
1890:  Augustine,  who  was  bom  in  1859  and  died 
in  i860:  George  Heber,  of  North  Haven,  Maine, 
who  was  bom  in  i860,  and  wedded  Mary  War- 
burton  Curtis ;  Florence,  who  was  born  in  1862 
and  died  in  1876;  Marianna,  who  was  born  in 
1864,  and  is  living  in  New  York  city ;  and  Adelia 
Hallock,  who  was  born  in  1866  and  died  in  1876. 

Edward  Henrv  Woodhull,  the  fourth  child  of 
Richard  and  Fanny  (Green)  Woodhull,  was  born 
in  1827  and  died  in  1896.  He  married  Charlotte 
Van  Brunt  and  made  his  home  in  Sayville,  New 
York. 

Josiah  Richard  Woodhull,  the  fifth  child  of 

Richard  and  Fanny  (Green)  Woodhull,  resides 

in  Sayville.     He  Avas  born  in  1829,  and  married 

Amanda  Strong,  who  was  born  in  1839.     They 

had  two  children.     William  Bangs,  the  elder,  was 

born  in  1858,  made  his  home  in  Poland,  Herkimer 

county,  New  York,  and  died  in  1899.    He  wedded 

Mary  Eliza  Ackley,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1856, 

and  by  whom  he  had  two  children,— Ruth  Helen 

and  Clarence  Irwin,  both  in  Poland  with  thier 

parents,  the  fonner  born  in   1883,  the  latter  in 

1S85.     Frank  Eugene,  the  younger  son,  was  born 

in  1863,  and  makes  his  home  in  Bayshore,  New 

York.  He  married  Eliza  Marion  Young,  who  w^as 

born  in  1864,  and  by  whom  he  has  two  children, — 
22 


Beatrice  Evelyn  and  RoUin  Young,  bom  in  1886 
and  1893,  respectively. 

Marv  lane  Woodhull,  the  sixth  child  of  Rich- 
ard  and  Fanny  (Green) Woodhull,  was  born  in 
1830,  and  became  the  wife  of  John  Merritt  Brown, 
who  was  bom  in  18 19  and  lives  at  Miller's  Place, 
New  York.  They  have  two  children,  the  elder 
being  George  Miller  Brown,  who  was  born  in 
1862  an<l  lives  at  Sheepshead  Bay,  Long  Island. 
He  married  Grace  Agnes  Marion,  who  was  born 
in  i8('>8,  and  their  children  are:  George  Marion, 
born  in  1888 ;  Ida  Frances,  in  1891 ;  Helen  Rosalie, 
in  i8c>(');  and  Jean  Merritt,  in  1899.  Herman 
Woodhull  P>rown,  the  younger  son,  was  born  in 
1873,  and  resides  at  Miller's  Place,  New  York. 
He  married  Minnie  Celinda  Shaw,  who  was  born 
in  i86-|. 

Gcori^c  Lee  Woodhull,  the  seventh  child  of 
Richard  and  Fanny  (Green)  Woodhull,  was  born 
in  1832,  and  died  in  1870.  He  resided  in  Onawa, 
Iowa,  and  he  married  Eleanor  Peet  Bristol,  who 
was  born  in  1840,  and  is  now  Mrs.  Leavitt,  of 
Orange  City,  Florida. 

Susan  Green,  the  youngest  child  of  Richard 
and  Fanny  (Green)  Woodhull,  was  bom  in  1864, 
and  became  the  wife  of  George  Wells  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  183 1  and  died  in  1857.  They  have 
one  child,  Georgianna  Woodhull,  who  was  born  in 
1857,  s"^  married  Millard  Fillmore  Robinson,  of 
Fayette,  New  York,  by  whom  she  has  one  child, 
Grace  Woodhull,  who  was  born  in  1876  and  is  the  ' 
wife  of  Lawson  Maynard  Lambert,  who  was  bom 
in  1873  and  lives  in  Payette,  New  York.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Susan  Green 
Smith  married  Joshua  Martin,  who  was  born  in 
1805  and  died  in  1894.  She  now  lives  in  North 
View,  Webster  county,  Missouri.  By  her  second 
marriage  she  had  five  children :  Joshua,  who  was 
born  and  died  in  1863;  John  Joshua,-  who  was 
bom  in  1864  and  lives  in  North  View;  Mary 
Susan,  who  was  born  in  1866,  and  is  the  wife  of 
James  Ambrose  Galbraith,  of  Stafford,  Missouri, 
who  was  born  in  1872;  Fanny  Catharine,  who 
was  born  in  i86q  and  died  in  1870;  Emma  Ame- 
lia, who  was  born  in  1872,  and  is  the  wife  of  Noah 
Thaddeus  Bruton,  of  Marshfield,  Missouri,  who 
was  born  in  i860,  and  by  whom  she  has  one  child. 
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— ^John  LeRoy  Bruton,  born  in  1896.  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin was  the  youngest  member  in  her  father's 
family.  After  his  death  her  mother  married  again, 
becoming  the  wife  of  William  Smith,  of  Sayville, 
New  York,  who  was  born  in  181 1  and  died  in 
187 1. 

There  were  three  children  'by  that  marriage, 
Emma  Louisa,  the  eldest,  was  born  in  1839  and 
died  in  1876.  She  married  Francis  Smith  Green, 
of  Sayville,  New  York,  who  was  born  in  1836  and 
died  in  1883. 

ICllen  Amelia,  the  second  child,  was  born  in 
1843,  ^^^  became  the  wife  of  Hugh  Morrison  Ives, 
who  was  born  in  1841.  They  live  in  Parksville, 
New  York,  and  have  two  children,  the  elder  being 
William  Morrison,  who  was  born  in  187 1  and  died 
in  1872,  while  the  younger  was  Edward  Duncan 
Ives.  He  was  born  in  1875,  resides  in  New  York 
city  and  married  Wavie  Reynolds,  who  was  born 
in  1874,  and  by  whom  he  has  one  child, — William 
Morrison  Ives,  who  was  bom  in  1898. 

Herman  Smith,  the  youngest  child  of  the 
mother's  second  marriage,  was  born  in  1844  ^^^ 
died  in  1864. 

Perhaps  the  most  famous  member  of  the 
Woodhull  family  was  General  Nathaniel  Wood- 
huIl,who  was  born  at  St.  George's  manor  in  Brook- 
haven,  in  1722  (see  chapter  XX,  in  the  first  vol- 
ume of  this  work).  His  father  was  also  Nathan- 
iel and  was  the  third  son  of  Richard  IT.  Follow- 
ing the  example  of  Washington,  he  rose  rapidly 
to  prominence  in  the  civil  and  military  service  of 
his  country.  He  became  a  colonel  in  the  colonial 
armv  under  General  Amherst  and  he  represented 
Suffolk  county  in  the  provincial  congress  of  New 
York,  being  chosen  and  serving  as  its  president 
from  1775  ""til  1777.  In  the  former  year  he 
was  appointed  brigadier  general,  and  in  1776  led 
the  Suffolk  county  militia  into  Washington's 
army,  then  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present  site 
of  Brooklyn.  The  story  of  our  defeat  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Long  Island  is  a  matter  of  history,  and  also 
the  story  of  General  Woodhull's  death  as  a  martyr 
to  his  country's  cause.  He  was  captured  by  the 
I'ritish,  and  because  he  refused  to  say  "God  save 
the  king"  he  was  put  to  death  by  the  swords  of 
his  captors.     One  of  the  strong  characteristic  of 


the  family  has  ever  been  loyalty  to  honest  convic 
tions  and  to  their  country.  Its  men  have  beei 
faithful  in  citizenship,  honorable  in  business,  aii< 
in  many  ways  have  contributed  to  the  substantia 
development  and  progress  of  the  various  localitie 
with  which  they  have  been  connected,  and  thui 
have  promoted  the  welfare  of  the  entire  land. 

W^ILLIAM  J.  HARDING. 

Colonel  William  J.  Harding,  who  since  187^ 
has  been  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Brookl>Ti,  was 
born  in  England  in  1840.    He  comes  of  a  family 
noted    for    its    longevity.      His    paternal  great- 
grandmother  lived  to  be  ninety-six  years  of  age, 
anrl  his  patenial  grandfather  attained  his  nine- 
tieth year,  while  his  own  father  is  still  living,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-five  years.    A  paternal  grand- 
aunt  still  lives  in  England,  being  over  one  hundred 
years  of  age.    The  ancestry  of  the  family  can  be 
traced  back  through  eleven    generations  to  the 
year  i^'X)^  the  record  of  tlie  first  ten  generations 
being  found  in  the  archives  of  a  single  Wiltshire 
church.    The  brother  of  our  subject  now  residing 
in  Biltmore,  North  Carolina,  has  for  manv  vcars 
been  general  auditor  of  the  George  Vanderbilt 
estate. 

On  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  America  our  sub- 
ject became  a  resident  of  Montreal,  Canada- 1 
whence  he  removed  to  New  Hampshire.  He  \v3- 
educatcd  In  the  public  and  private  schools  of  h  :^ 
native  land,  and  after  receiving  his  profession^ 
training  at  Columbia  College,  in  which  he  grac^ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  he  established 
himself  in  Brooklyn,  where  since  1878  he  has  r^ 
sided,  engaging  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
both  there  and  in  New  York  from  1872  to  tl^ 
present  time. 

Before  coming  to  America  Colonel  Hardin^ 
served  in  the  First  Gloucestershire  Volunteer  A' 
tillery  for  three  years.     His  military  service  r 
this  country  began  on  the  14th  of  October,  i8^2 
when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Seventh  N^ 
Hampshire  Vohmteers.    He  was  afterward  pi 
moted  to  corporal  and  sergeant  in  that  regime^^ 
and    held     commissions     in    the     Thirty-eigl»- ^ 
United  States  Infantry  as  adjutant  and  capta//^* 
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He  served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Tenth, 
Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Army  Corps, 
and  in  the  military  departments  of  the  south,  be- 
ing in  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  North  Carolina 
and  Texas.  He  was  on  Morris  Island  at  the  siege 
of  Charleston,  under  Generals  Gilmore  and  Terry, 
in  the  battles  of  Olustee  and  Jacksonville,  Flor- 
ida, and  in  the  campaigns  of  the  armies  of  the 
Tames  and  the  Potomac  in  Virginia  in  1864-5 
under  General  Grant  until  the  capture  of  Rich- 
mond, whicli  city  he  entered  as  regimental  adjut- 
ant in  the  forenoon  of  April  3,  1865,  the  day  of 
the  evacuation.  He  was  with  General  Sheridan*s 
army  ot  observation  in  Texas  in  July,  1865,"  and 
served  there  with  his  regiment  and  as  assistant  ad- 
jiitant  general  of  the  First  Division,  Twenty-fifth 
Army  Corps,  on  the  staff  of  General  Giles  A. 
Smith ;  and  also  as  provost  marshal  of  the  district 
of  the  Rio  Grande 

After  about  four  years'  service  as  officer  and 
soldier  in  the  United  States  army,  Colonel  Hard- 
ing  joined  the  Twenty-second   Regiment,   New 
York  National  Guard,  July  14,  1867,  serving  as  a 
private  in  Company  B  until  October  14,  1869,  on 
which  date  he  was  appointed  adjutant  of  the  regi- 
ment bv  Colonel   Tosiah  Porter.     He  served  as 
adjutant  until  elected  captain  of  his  old  company, 
January  7,  1873,  and  filled  the  captaincy  until  his 
resignation,  January  20,  1876.    He  was  appointed 
regimental  adjutant  August  i,  1877,  by  Colonel 
Porter,  filling  the  position  until  February  8,  1886, 
when,  soon  after  Colonel  Porter's  appointment  as 
a'.ljutant  general  of  New  York,  he  was  promoted 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Twenty-second  in  place 
of  the  then  Lieutenant-Colonel  Camp,  who  was 
promoted  colonel.     In  July,  1888,  he  was  unan- 
imously elected  lieutenant-colonel    of   the    Thir- 
teenth Regiment  of  Brooklyn,  and  was  then  com- 
missioned in  and  transferred  to  that  regiment,  and 
served  it  in  until  his  promotion,  in  January,  1S92, 
to  be  colonel  and  assistant  inspector  general  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  which  military  position  he 
filled  until  1895,  upon  his  retirement  from  the  state 
forces   after  about   twenty-eight   years'   service. 
During  his  career  in  the  military  service  of  New 
York  he  was  an  incorporator  of  the  National  Rifle 
Association  and  one  of  its  original  directors;  a 


member  of  the  Amateur  Rifle  Club ;  captain  of  the 
Twenty-second  Regiment  Rifle  Teams  of  1873, 
1874  and  1875,  which  took  most  of  the  Creedmoor 
team  prizes  in  those  years ;  president  of  the  State 
National  Guard  Association;  colonel  of  the  first 
TVovisional  Regiment  at  the  Washington  Centen- 
ary parade  in  New  York  in  1889;  assistant  adju- 
tant general  of  General  Fitzgerald's  First  Brigade 
in  1886;  and  a  member  of  the  First  Brigade  ex- 
amining board  for  commissioned  officers.  Colonel 
Harding  is  a  companion  and  has  been  an  officer 
in  the  New  York  Commandery  of  the  military 
order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  ;  a  comrade  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  on  January  13,  1903, 
was  installed  commander  of  the  \],  S.  Grant  Post, 
of  Brooklyn  :  a  member  of  the  Societv  of  the  Armv 
of  the  Poiomac ;  secretary  of  the  Association  of 
the  \eterans  of  the  Department  of  the  South. 
He  holds  the  ten  and  fifteen  years,  long  and  faith- 
ful service  medals  of  the  I'hirteenth  Regiment  of 
Brooklyn.  He  is  aLso  vice-president  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Regiment  Veteran  Association;  an  hon- 
orr-.ry  member  of  the  Twenty-third  Regiment 
\^.teran  Association;  a  member  of  the  L^nion 
League  Club,  of  Brooklyn,  and  various  private 
social  clubs.  T  ie  is  a  member  of  an  alumni  asso- 
ciation of  the  Columbia  University. 

Colonel  ?Iarding  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
1873,  to  Adelia,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Hiram 
Chamberlain,  D.  D.,  a  Presbvterian  minister  of 
V^ermont,  who  was  graduated  at  both  Andover, 
Vermont,  and  Pri^iceton,  New  Jersey,  Theolog- 
ical Seminaries,  and  was  afterward  located  in  St. 
Louis,  !Mi<isouri,  and  finally  in  Brownsville,  Texas. 
Unto  the  Colonel  and  his  wife  have  been  born  four 
children.  William  Becket,  the  eldest,  was  edu- 
cated at  Adelphi  College,  Brooklyn,  and  served 
in  the  Brooklyn  and  New  York  Naval  Reserves 
during  the  Spanish- American  war,  voluntarily  en- 
listing in  the  navy.  He  was  assigned  to  the 
LTnited  States  Steamship  "Yankee,"  Captain  Bron- 
son.  United  States  Navy,  and  participated  in  a 
number  of  naval  engagements  at  Santiago  and 
elsewhere  wnth  Admiral  Sampson's  fleet.  Caro- 
line, the  only  daughter,  is  a  graduate  of  Adelphi 
College,  and  enjoyed  the  dual  honor  of  being 
valedictorian  and  president  of  her  class.    George 
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Clianiberlain,  the  fourth  child,  was  also  educated 
in  Adelphi  College,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Mercantile  National  Bank  of  New  York.  Ed- 
ward Alexander,  the  third  child,  is  deceased. 
Colonel  Harding  is  well  known  in  Brooklyn, 
where  he  maintains  his  residence  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Long  Isl- 
and. He  has  attained  a  good  position  in  the  ranks 
of  the  legal  fraternity,  and  in  military  matters  he 
is  regarded  as  a  high  authority. 

JOHN  F.  JAMES. 

John  F.  James,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  for 
many  years  identified  with  the  real  estate  inter- 
ests of  that  city,  was  a  son  and  grandson  of  men 
who  were  old-tilne  residents  of  New  York,  hav- 
ing been  the  proprietors  of  •  a  long  established 
ship-building  business  at  the  foot  of  Pike  street, 
borough  of  Manhattan. 

John  F.  James  was  born  February  13,  1836, 
in  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  and  was  the  son  of 
George  and  Mary  (Borden)  James.  When  he 
was  six  months  old  his  parents  removed  to  Brook- 
lyn, and  in  public  school  No.  12  of  that  city  he 
received  his  education.  He  was  apprenticed  to 
learn  the  stair-rbuilding  trade,  but  owing  to  a 
combination  of  circumstances  he  never  followed 
that  pursuit.  He  was  engaged  for  a  time  in  the 
hardware  and  house-furnishing  business,  and 
later  opened  a  grocery  store,  which  he  was  con- 
ducting successfully  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war.  A  companion  enticed  him  to  join 
the  army,  and  he  decided  to  enlist,  which  the  form- 
er failed  to  do  when  the  time  came  to  take  the  de- 
cisive step.  Mr.  James,  however,  who  was  made  of 
"sterner  stufi,"  enlisted  alcme'in  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment, Xcw  York  Infantry,  and  proceeding  to 
Baltimore  served  three  months  at  Fort  Federal 
Hill.  On  June  3,  1862,  he  re-enlisted  as  second 
lieutenant  in  Company  E,  Fifty-sixth  Regiment, 
New  York  Volunteers.  He  went  to  Harrisburg 
with  his  rejT;"iment,  and  while  there  was  elected  cap- 
tain over  the  first  lieutenant,  the  captain  of  the 
com])any  having  been  promoted  to  major.  They 
were  ordered  to  Gettysburg,  but  did  not  reach 
there  until  after  the  battle.  The  regiment  then  re- 


turned to  New  York,  to  assist  in  quelling  the 
draft  riots  which  threatened  the  city.  Captain 
James  soon  became  quartermaster  of  the  reserves, 
and  two  weeks  later  was  made  brigade  quarter- 
master. In  that  capacity  he  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  rebel  prison  in  Elmira,  New  York,  where 
he  continued  until  the  close  of  his  service  in  the 
autumn  of  1864.  Captain  James  never  made  his 
title  prominent,  and  there  were  probably  hun- 
dreds of  his  friends  who  were  unacquainted  with 
his  military  record.     . 

On  his  return  home  Mr.  James  resumed  the 
grocery  business,  and  ^fter  a  time,  having  ac- 
cumulated a  little  capital,  determined  to  enter 
the  real  estate  field,  opening  a  modest  office  at 
365  Fulton  st'-eet.  Since  1858  the  firm  of  Wyckoff 
&  Little  had  been  engaged  in  this  business  not 
far*  from  the  comer  of  Court"  and    Montague 
streets.    In  1871  Mr.  Little  desired  to  retire,  and 
Mr.  James  bought  his  share,  the  business  being 
continued  at  203  Montague  street,  under  the  firm 
name  of  WyckoflF  &  James.    Two  years  later  Mr. 
James  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner,  and 
removed  to  189  Montague  street,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  the  purchase  of  the  property  as  a  site 
for  the  Real  Estate  Exchange  Building,  when 
he  removed  to  the  well  equipped  offices  at  193 
Montague  street,  which  he  occupied  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  In  1887  the  fimi  name  of 
John  F.  James  &  Son  was  adopted,  and  in  1897 
that  of  John  F.  James  &  Sons.     This  was  one 
of  the  largest  real  estate  firms  in  Greater  New 
York,  their  operations  extending  to  Manhattan,  ^ 
and  Long  Island,  Mr.  James  being,  in  fact,  one*^ 
of  the  heaviest  real  estate  dealers  in  the  Unitc<5> 
States,  and  being  regarded  as  an  absolute  author  -> 
ity  on  real  estate  values  in  Brooklyn.    The  busr^ 
ness,  since  his  death,  has  been  conducted  und 
the  same  firm  name  by  his  two  sons.     For  ov^  -r 
thirty  years  Mr.  James  was  the  agent  of  tF"j 
Brooklyn  library,  and  for  a  long  time  stood  in  t'c:^- 
same  relation  to  the  Temple  Bar  building, 
Franklin  Trust  building,  and  many  of  the  Icadi 
office  buildings  of  Brooklyn.    When  preparati 
were   being  made   for   the   construction  of 
Brooklyn  bridge,  Mr.  James  was  employed     for 
appraising  the  property  condemned  for  the  si'fe. 
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and  performed  the  duties  of  that  position  in  a 
manner  wholly  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  He 
was  often  called  upon  to  exercise  his  judgment 
in  real  estate  matters  which  required  nicety  of 
discernment,  and  his  name  was  frequently  be- 
fore the  public  in  important  transactions  in  this 
line.  He  was  first  vice-president  of  the  Brooklyn 
Real  Estate  Exchange  and  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank. 

It  was  not  only  as  a  successful  man  of  affairs 
that  Mr.  James  was  prominent  in  Brooklyn,  but 
he  identified  himself  in  all  respects  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  which  he  was  an  almost 
life-long  resident,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  good  of  the  public,  and  be- 
ing always  ready  to  encourage  all  understakings 
having  for  their  object  the  general  welfare  of  the 
city.     He  was,  moreover,  a  man  of  social  nature 
and  genial  manners,  and  endeared  himself  to  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.     He 
was  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Old  r>r(X)klynites 
and  a  prominent  member  of  the  Montauk  Club. 
Mr.  James  was  married,  December  24.  1866, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Roach,  daughter  of  the  late 
John  C.  Roach,  of  Brooklyn.    To  this  union  were 
born   two   children:      Clinton   R..   who   married 
Evelyn  M.  Betts,  and  has  one  child,  Clinton  R., 
Jr. ;  and  John  F.,  Jr.,  who  married  Florence  Rob- 
ertson of  Brooklyn,  and  has  one  child,  Harold. 
The   Brooklyn  home  of  Mr.  James  was  at  45 
Eighth  avenue,  and  he  was  also  the  owner  of 
a  beautiful  summer  residence  at  Red  Bank,  New 
Jersey.     Formerly  Mr.  James  and  his  family  at- 
tended St.  Peter's  Protestant  Episcopal  church, 
but  after  removing  to  Eighth  avenue  they  attended 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.     Mr.  James  was 
devoted  to  his  family,  and  notwithstanding  his 
prominence    in    the    social    circles    of    Brooklyn 
found  his  greatest  happiness  in  his  home,  where 
his  evenings  were  usually  spent. 

For  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  of  his  life 
the  health  of  Mr.  James  had  been  somewhat  im- 
paired, but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  incapaci- 
tate him  for  business  or  for  participation  in  social 
enjoyment.  His  death,  which  occurred  after  an 
illness  of  two  weeks,  took  place  at  his  summer 
home  at  Red  Bank,  August  4.  1902.  Not  only  was 


he  deeply  mourned  by  his  family  and  near  friends, 
but  sincere  expressions  of  regret  were  heard  from 
all  classes  of  the  community,  who  lamented  his 
loss  as  that  of  a  public-spirited  citizen.  To  quote 
from  an  tK:litorial  published  in  one  of  the  leading 
Brcx>klyn  papers  at  the  time,  **he  was  a  citizen  in 
sympathy  with  all  right  movements  in  the  com- 
munity, and  with  a  large  outlook  upon  what  made 
for  w-clfare,  progress  and  order  in  the  state  and 
in  the  union.'' 

THE  RAPELYE  AND  ALLIED  FAMILIES. 

DESCENDANTS  OF  JORIS  RAPALIE,  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 

Accordng  to  recent  discoveries,  Gaspard 
Colet  de  Rapclla  (of  Rapella),  the  founder  of  the 
Rapalye  family  of  America,  l)elonged  to  the  cele- 
brated Coligny  family  of  France,  and  was  a 
nephew  of  Admiral  Coligny,  who  suffered  mar- 
tyrdom for  his  religious  belief  at  the  instigation 
of  Queen  Catharine  of  Navarre,  being  one  of  the 
victims  of  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  The 
titles  which  he  bore  were  Gaspard  de  Coligny, 
Marciuis  dc  Chatillon.  Admiral  of  France,  Col- 
onel of  French  Infantry,  Governor  of  Picardy, 
Isle  de  France.  Paris  and  Havre. 

*'The  house  of  Coligny  was/'  says  a  well 
known  authority  on  French  heraldry.  **next  to 
those  of  Montmorency,  Rohan,  Leval  arid  a  few 
others,  and,  always  excepting  the  semi-royal 
house  of  Lorraine,  one  of  the  first  in  France. 
The  ancestry  of  the  family  was  traced  back  to 
the  first  Duke  of  Burgundy.  In  the  sixteenth 
century  they  had  been  a  great  house  for  four 
hundred  years  and  more.  They  founded  the  Ab- 
bey  of  Le  Mirerr  in  1121;  those  of  Montmerle 
and  Crillon  in  1202.  Humbert  de  Coligny  is  said 
to  have  followed  Conrad  IH  in  the  second  Cru- 
sade, but  this  name  does  not  occur  in  the  Cartu- 
lary of  Jerusalem  or  in  the  lists  of  Families 
d'Outre  Mer.  *  *  *  The  place  from  which 
they  took  their  nailie  is  a  small  town  or  village  in 
the  department  of  Ain  on  the  line  from  Lyons  to 
Strasburg,  some  forty  miles  west  of  Geneva  and 
twenty-five  miles  north  of  Main.  About  one 
hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Admiral  Co- 
ligny the  family  removed  from  Coligny  to  Cha- 
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tillon-sur-Loing,  from  which  place  they  took 
their  title.  The  Admirars  father,  high  in  favor 
with  Francis  the  First,, was  marshal  of  France, 
governor  of  Picardy,  lieutenant  of  the  princi- 
pality of  Orange  and  the  county  of  Guienne." 

Of  Admiral  Coligny  it  is  said :  "He  received 
in  1577  th^  Collar  of  the  Order  and  the  com- 
mand of  the  French  Infantry.  He  acted  against 
the  English  at  Boulogne  and  negotiated  the  trea- 
ty which  restored  the  place  to  the  French  in  1550. 
In  1557  he  commanded  the  infantry  in  the  cam- 
paign of  Lorraine  and  was  engaged  in  the  taking 
of  Metz,  Soul  and  Verdun,  and  in  the  sieges  of 
Rodermark,  Damvilliers,  Ivry  and  Montmedy. 
Fighting  under  the  Duke  of  Vcndome  in  Picardy, 
he  carried  by  assault  Hesden  and  Seronanne. 

"Espousing  the  cause  of  the  Protestants,  he 
incurred  the  animosity  of  Queen  Catharine  of 
Navarre,  and  was  assassinated  August  24,  1572. 
The  monument  erected  to  his  memory  recites 
briefiy  his  virtues,  his  achievements  and  the 
honors  he  had  won.  The  armorial  bearings  of 
this  noble  family  arc  described  as:  Coligny- 
Chatillon:  de  gueules  a  I'aigle  d'argent  becquee 
membree  et  couronnee  d'azur  ongles  d'or  couron- 
nee,  de  due  centicr ;  une  demi-aigle  poses  de  profil, 
couronnee  de  becquee  d'azur.  Supports :  deux 
limions,  d'argent  affrontes  assis  et  accoles  de 
giieules.  Devise  (motto),  Je  les  prouve  tous. 
Issue,  au  dixicme  siecle  des  conites  souverains  de 
Bourgogne,  cette  maison  illustre  a  pour  chef  de 
nom  et  d'armes  Ic  marquis  de  Coligny-Chatillon 
au  chateau  de  Chove,  Haute-Saone.'' 

"The  origin  of  the  Rapelye  family,"  says  a  re- 
cent writer  in  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  "has  often 
been  erroneously  stated  as  being  of  French  or 
Dutch  extraction ;  but  the  true  origin  of  the  fam- 
ily is  Italian,  they  having  come  from  Rapelia,  a 
town  in  Italy,  from  which  place  they  emigrated 
to  France  in  the  fifteenth  century.  The  first  men- 
tion of  the  family  of  which  we  have  any  detailed 
account  is  Gaspard  Colet  de  Rapelia,  who  was  a 
nephew  of  the  celebrated  Admiral  Coligny.  Gas- 
pard Colet  was  born  in  Chatillon-sur-Loing,  a 
town  in  France,  in  1505.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
French  army,  and  a  stanch  Protestant,  and  dur- 
ing the  religious  persecutions  in  that  country  he 


was  compelled  to  flee  to  that  haven  of  refuge, 
Holland,  in  1548.  There  he  settled  and  married 
the  daughter  of  Victor  Antoine  Jansen,  or  in 
plain  English  Johnson,  of  Antwerp,  and  had 
three  children.  The  first  he  named  after  his  un- 
cle and  himself,  namely,  Gaspard  Coligny;  the 
second  preserved  the  family  name,  Abraham  Co- 
let;  the  third  was  a  daughter,  Briekje,  and  she 
married  her  cousin,  Victor  Honorius  Jansen,  and 
had  one  son,  named  Abraham,  who  became  an 
historical  painter.  He  married  the  daughter  of 
Hans  Loedwick,  of  Amsterdam,  and  had  three 
sons,  William,  Joris  and  Antoine. 

"The  two  eldest  determined  to  leave  Holland 
and  emigrate  to  America.    They  sailed  from  Ro- 
chelle,  in  France,  in   1623,  and  settled  at  Fort 
Orange,  now  Albany.    William  died  unmarried, 
but  his  brother,  whose  full  name  was  Joris  Jansen 
de  Rapalie,  married  Catal>Titie  Trico,  of  Paris, 
France,  and,  dropping  the  name  of  Jansen,  as- 
sumed that  of  Rapalie,  and  became  the  founder 
of  the  entire  Rapelye  family  of  this  country.  The 
younger  brother,  Antoine,  who  also  emigrated  to 
this  country,  in  163 1,  preserved  the  true  famiiV 
name  of  Janssen,  and  was  the  founder  of  on^ 
branch  of  the  family  in  this  country. 

Joris  Rapelie  removed  from  Fort  Orange  t^ 
New  Amsterdam  in  1626,  and  resided  there  ti 
after  the  birth  of  his  youngest  child.     On  Jui 
16,  1637.  he  bought  from  the  Indians  two  hui 
dred  and  thirtv-live  acres  of  land,  called  Rui 
negaconck,  now    embraced    within    the    city 
Brooklyn.       He    became    the    first    settler    0^ 
Long  Island,  and  his  eldest  child,  Sara,  who  wS 
born  on  June  9,  1625,  was  the  first  white  chif 
born  on  the  Island.     She  married  Hans  Berge-- 
and  they  in  turn  became  the  founders  of  the  B( 
gen  family  of  Brooklyn.    Joris  was  the  leadii 
man  and   took  a  prominent  part  in  the  pub' 
aflfairs  of  the  colony.    He  died  soon  after  the  clc 
of  the  Dutch  administration,  his  widow  survivi 
him  many  years.    Their  children  were : 

I.  Sara,  born  June  9,  1625,  married  ti^^J 
Hans  Bersren,  and  secondly  Tennis  Gvsbert  ^^Bc 
gert. 

II.  IMarritie,  born  March  ii,  1627,  majvJed 
IMichael  Van  De  Voert. 
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New  Jersey,  and  on  March  22,  179I9  was  acci- 
dentally drowned  in  coming  to  New  York.  His 
remains  were  recovered  and  buried  at  Communi- 
pSLVf.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Bernard  Bloom,  of  Newtown.  His  widow  died 
June  4,  iSig,  aged  eighty-six,  and  was  interred 
at  Newtown.  Their  children  were:  John,  bom 
•February  7,  1757;  Bernard,  bom  August  27, 
1759;  and  George,  bom  March  14,  1763.  The 
latter  married  Anna,  daugliter  of  Paul  Vander- 
voort,  and  being  knocked  overboard  by  the  boom 
of  a  vessel  was  drowned  in  tfie  East  river  May 
38»  17899  leaving  issue  two  sons,  George  and  Paul, 
the  first  of  whom  was  also  drowned  at  New  York 
several  years  after.  Thus  by  a  singular  fatality 
a  father,  son  and  grandson,  each  bearing  the  same 
name,  met  a  watery  grave.  Paul  occupied  the 
farm  upon  Newtown  creek  formerly  owned  by 
Thomas  Alsop. 

John  Kapelye,  eldest  child  of  George  and 
Mary  (Bloom)  Rapelye,  was  bom  February  7, 
1757.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  Newtown  from 
Captain  William  We3rman,  and  resided  in  the  old 
farm  house,  which  is  still  standing,  being  occu^ 
pied  by  the  son  and  daughters  of  his  son-in-law, 
Benjamin  Moore.  He  married  Lemma  Boice, 
of  New  Jersey,  and  died  April  5,  1829.  She  died 
September  15,  1832.  They  had  issue  George  1., 
Jacob,  Jane,  who  married  Benjamin  Moore,  and 
Mary.  The  eldest  son,  George  I.,  was  bom  in 
Nova  Scotia,  his  parents  and  grandparents  hav- 
ing gone  there  with  many  other  loyalists  at  the 
close  of  the  Revolution.  Both  their  sons  became 
two  of  the  most  prominent  members  of  the  Ra- 
pelye family.  George  I.,  the  eldest  son,  was  born 
February  7,  1787,  and  came  with  his  parents  to 
Newtown,  first  locating  for  a  few  years  at  Bow- 
ery Bay.  and  afterward  purchased  Captain  Will- 
iam Weyman's  farm.  He  lived  there  for  the  rest 
of  his  life — a  period  of  almost  ninety  years,  dying 
on  April  27,,  1883,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- 
six  years  and  two  months.  He  was  familiarly 
known  as  ''Uncle  George,"  and  for  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  was  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  the  town. 
He  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  James'  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  of  Newtown  village,  and  held 
that  and  the  office  of  warden  for  a  period  of  sixty 


years.  He  held  several  to¥m  ofiices,  notably  that 
of  commissioner  of  highways,  and  also  inspector 
of  turnpikes.    He  was  the  last  of  his  generation. 

Jacob  Rapelye,  the  second  child  of  John  and 
Lemma  (Boice)  Rapelye,  was  bom  in  Newtown 
September  8,  1788.  When  he  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  United 
States  Bank  in  New  Yoric  dty,  but  on  the  break* 
ing  out  of  the  war  of  1812  he  obtained  a  com- 
mission as  first  lieutenant  of  artillery,  and  was 
very  active  in  the  defense  of  New  Ydrk  dty.  He 
was  afterward  appdnted  adjutant  to  General  Iz* 
ard  and  did  active  duty  throughout  the  war,  and 
at  its  close  he  removed  to  Charleston,  South  Car- 
olina, and  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business.  In 
18 16  he  recdved  the  appointment  of  deputy  sec- 
retary of  state  of  South  Girolina.  During  the  in- 
surrecfion  of  the  negroes  in  that  state  Mr.  Ra 
pelye  was  placed  by  the  governor  on  a  commi 
of  investigation,  and  he  did  much  in  restorin^gi^flnig 
public  safdty. 

In  1828  Mr.  Rapelye  settled  in  Brooklyn  Bnc^Mrmni 
made  his  heme  at  die  comer  of  Atlantic  ^yeam^MLm^Mm 
and  Clinton  street,  where  the  South  Brooklyr^^f  Jyn 
Savings  Bank  now  stands.  After  living  there  £ 
many  years  he  removed  to  145  Columbia  Hdgfats 
When  he  came  to  Brooklyn  he  entered  into  t 
real-estate  business,  with  Mr.  Charles  Hoyt 
his  partner,  and  he  was  largely  instrumental 
the  widening  and  improvement  of  Atlantic  av*-^- -ave- 
nue and  in  the  opening  of  Clinton  and  Cour  «:-r^Durt 
streets.  He  was  also  interested  in  the  establish •^  Wish- 
ing of  South  Ferry  and  did  much  to  further  tX:^  the 
work.  In  1837  he  invented  a  machine  to  cles. 
the  streets,  the  brooms  of  which  were  on  lotx 
arms  which  revolved  like  a  windmill ;  but  on  f 
first  trial  was  destroyed  by  an  ang^'  mob  wF^ 
thought  that  its  use  would  throw  them  out 
employment. 

Mr.  Rapelye,  in  connection  with  Cornelius 
Bergen  and  Alexander  Bergen,  took  a  very  acti 
part  in  the  opening  of  that  part  of  South  Broo 
lyn  that  is  near  Carroll  Park.    In  1853  he  boug^g^^^ 
one  hundred   acres  of   land   at   NewtowTi  ar*"  -^^^ 
named  the  tract  Laurel  Hill.    There  Mr.  Rapeh  ^  b'^ 
built  himself  a  fine  mansion  and  made  it  his  hoi    ^^^^ 
up  to  the  time  of  .his  death,  August  21,  1867.   Ji^^^i* 
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of  a  friendly  and  charitable  disposition,  he 
;ssed  many  friends.  He  was  identified  with 
Protestant  Episcopal  church,  and  rendered 
rial  aid  toward  the  building  of  St.  Luke's, 
first  St.  John's  and  Emanuel  churches  of 
klyn.  He  married,  September  9,  1818,  Eliz- 
i  Van  Mater,  and  had  issue :  Margaret,  born 
mber  11,  1819;  Lemma  Ann,  born  at  Laurel 
September  17,  1821,  and  died  January  31, 
;  Catharine,  born  at  Charleston,  South  Car- 
,  December  26,  1822,  and  died  at  Newtown 
mber  18,  1895 ;  John,  born  at  Newtown  De- 
ter 30,  1824,  died  December  10,  1825;  Gil- 
Van  Mater,  born  at  Newtown  August  18, 
,  and  resides  at  Rhinebeck,  New  York ;  John, 
August  4,  1828,  and  died  August  10,  1844 ; 
.istus,  born  March  29,  1830,  and  died  Feb- 
j  7,  1900;  Lemma  Ann,  born  September  11, 
,  and  died  November  26,  1874;  ]\Iary  Eliz- 
i,  born  June  11,  1833,  died  May  29,  1866; 
Jane  Moore,  born  September  28,  1839,  ^^^ 
September  17,  1883. 

Aigustus  Rapelye,  seventh  child  of  Jacob  and 
beth  (Van  Mater)  Rapelye,  was  born  in 
klyn  March  29,  1830,  and  died  February-  7, 
After  his  father's  death  he  resided  for 
years  at  Laurel  Hill,  where  his  father  had 
ously  settled.  In  June,  1885,  ^^^  married 
Helen  Schroedcr,  of  Woodside,  a  daughter 
erman  Schroeder,  of  an  old  and  highly  hon- 
family  of  German  descent.  Mr.  Rapelye  in 
removed  to  Newtown  village  and  purchased 
>ackett-Moore  place,  where  he  resided  until 
eath.  For  manv  vears  he  conducted  a  real- 
I  business  in  New  York,  but  about  1890  he 
!d  from  active  business  life  and  occupied  his 
with  his  many  home  pursuits.  He  w^s  a 
c-spirited  man  and  took  an  active  interest  in 
and  church  affairs.  For  a  number  of  years 
as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  for 
ct  No.  I  of  the  old  town  of  Newtown,  and 
le  retirement  of  Judge  Garr^tsbtl  from  the 
lency  of  the  board  he  was  elected  to  that  po- 
i.  continuing  until  the  consolidation  of  the 
with  Greater  New  York,  rie  took  a  great 
?st  ill  the  school  and  was  a  most  active  arid 
li  member  of  the  board.     In-  diiirch  affairs 


he  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  laymen  in 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  diocese  of  Long  Island. 
For  some  years  he  was  warden  and  treasurer  of 
St.  James'  church,  of  Elmhurst,  of  which  he  had 
been  a  faithful  member  for  many  years,  and  was 
the  chairman  of  all  important  committees  of  the 
vestry  of  that  church.  He  was  a  member  and 
secretary  of  the  standing  committee  of  the  dio- 
cese of  Long  Island,  and  was  one  of  its  trustees 
as  well  as  a  member  of  the  missionarv  commit- 
tee.  He  was  a  lay  delegate  from  St.  James* 
church  to  the  arch  deaconry  of  Queens  and  Nas- 
sau in  1898,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  general 
convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in 
America,  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was 
treasurer  of  the  jubilee  fund  of  thirtv  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  added  to  the  Episcopal  fund 
of  the  diocese  to  celebrate  the  twentv-fifth  anni- 
versary  of  Bishop  Littlejohn's  episcopate.  Mr. 
Rapelye  was  an  intimate  and  confidential  friend 
of  the  bishop,  and  was  greatly  respected  and  es- 
teemed by  all  the  clergy  throughout  the  diocese. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Rapelye's  death  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  the  diocese  of  Long  Island  paid 
a  graceful  tribute  to  his  memory  by  a  series  of 
resolutions,  beautifully  engrossed,  which  were 
presented  to  his  widow.  The  following,  from 
these,  show  the  estimate  in  which  he  was  held  by 
his  associates  in  the  diocese :  '*A  lavman  of  such 
exalted  personal  worth :  so  useful  to  the  com- 
munity, so  devout  and  helpful  as  a  son  of  the 
church :  so  ambitious  for  the  extension  of  the 
heavenly  kingdom, — was  truly  an  important  fac- 
tor in  any  diocesan  life:  was  an  enthusiastic 
friend  and  supporter  of  all  measures  and  agen- 
cies which  he  believed  would  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Redeemer's  cause  within  these  bor- 
ders." 

Air.  Rapelye  was  also  connected  with  St. 
Paul's  church  in  Woodside,  in  which  he  was  an 
active  and  prominent  worker.  He  was  also  in 
charge  of  a  mission  Sunday  school  at  Laurel 
Hill,  where  he  did  much  good  work.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society, 
and  was  prominently  connected  with  the  Holland 
Society  of  New  York,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  every  since  its  organization.     He  was 
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likewise  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  and  secretary  of  the  Citi- 
zens' Water  Supply  Company  of  Newtown. 

As  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  a  noble- 
hearted  Christian,  Mr.  Rapelye  held  a  prominent 
place  in  the  community.  He  was  a  fit  repre- 
sentative of  a  family  that  helped  to  plant  the 
standard  of  Christianity  on  Long  Island,  and  his 
name  will  ever  be  kept  in  remembrance  by  those 
with  whom  he  was  so  long  associated. 

LINE    OF    CAPTAIN    JEROMUS    RAPELIE^    YOUNGEST 
CHILD  OF  LIEUTENANT  JORIS  AND  AGNES  (BER- 
RIEN)    RAPELIE  (JORIS^  DANIEL^  JORIS). 

Captain  Jeromus  Rapelie,  youngest  child  of 
Lieutenant  Joris  and  Agnes  (Berrien)  Rapelie, 
was  born  September  14,  171 7.  He  bought  the 
homestead  half  of  the  paternal  farm  on  Flushing 
Bay,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  business.  He 
held  a  commission  as  captain  of  militia,  was  a 
man  of  great  resolution  and  energy,  and  is  said 
to.  have  been  a  man  of  large  and  heavy  frame, 
while  his  wife  was  remarkable  for  her  diminu- 
tiveness.  He  married  Wyntie,  a  daughter  of 
Abraham  Lent,  a  son  of  Ryck,  eldest  son  of  Abra- 
ham Rycken,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Lent. 

An  interesting  incident  is  related  of  Wyntie 
Rapelie,  showing  the  strong  political  differences 
that  divided  neighbors  and  friends  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolution.  Mrs.  Maria  Rapelie, 
mother  of  Gorge  Rapelie  and  grandmother  of  the 
last  Cornelius,  was  spending  a  social  afternoon 
with  her  neighbor,  the  wife  of  Captain  Jeromus 
Rapelie.  At  the  tea  table  the  good  hostess  had 
prepared  to  serve  up  her  choicest  tea,  not  recog- 
nizing the  right  of  congress  to  deprive  her  of  her 
favorite  beverage.  But  her  guest,  who  enter- 
tained opposite  views,  declined  to  partake,  and 
upon  being  pressed  for  her  reason,  replied : 
*'Cousin  Wyntie,  I  cannot  do  it ;  it's  against  my 
principles.*'  Overcome  by  a  sense  of  their  un- 
happy position,  both  fell  to  weeping.  i\Irs.  Ra- 
pelie adhered  to  her  purpose,  though  the  two 
friends  lived  to  drink  tea  together  in  more  auspi- 
cious times. 

Captain  Jeromus  Rapelie,  by  his  wife, 
Wyntie  (Lent)  Rapelie,  had  issue  :    George,  born 


December  12,  1739;  Abraham,  bom  December  10, 
1741 ;  Daniel,  born  November  27,  1743,  died  Sep- 
tember 9,  1762;  Jacobus,  bom  February  15, 
1746;  Cornelius,  bom  August  10,  1748;  Jero- 
mus, born  August  23,  175 1 ;  and  John,  bom 
March  9,  1755,  and  died  September  9,  1776. 

Cornelius  Rapelie,  fifth  child  of  Captain 
Jeromus  and  Wyntie  (Lent)  Rapelie,  was  bora 
at  Newtown  August  10,  1748,  resided  in  New- 
town until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  then  went  to 
Nova  Scotia  and  remained  some  years.  On  his 
return  he  took  charge  of  the  tavern  (now  Ra- 
pelye House) ,  which  he  carried  on  until  his  death. 
He  married,  November  17,  1780,  Maria,  daughter 
of  his  cousin,  Jacobus  Riker. 

Jacobus  Riker  was  bom  in  1736  and  nam 
after  his  uncle,  Jacob  Van  Alst.    He  remained 
the  paternal  farm  at  Newtown,  He  married, 
ruary  20,  1761,  Anna  Catrina,  daughter  of  Jo 
Rapelye,  and    May    I.  1770,  after   his    father'' 
death,  bought  the  homestead.    In  the  Revolutior- 
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he  desired  to  take  no  part,  and  only  by  circmir  jt  iwrjai- 


stances  and  influences  peculiarly  adverse  was 
found,  like  many  others,  to  yield  an   appareiK- 
compliance  with  loyalists  measures.    But  his  ol 
scrvation  and  own  bitter  experience  during  th; 
reign  of  terror  had  the  eflFect  of  attaching  hi 


firmly  to  the  Republican  party,  with  w^hich  frc 

the  peace  of  1783  he  uniformly  acted  in  exerciE 

ing  the  right  of  suft'rage.    He  was  a  man  of  co 

siderable  ingenuity,  and  thoroughly  Dutch  in  la. 

guage  and  habits.     Faithful   in  the  practice 

useful  industry,  prudence  and  strict  integrity,  ' 

enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  felk 

townsmen.     He  served  as  an  elder  in  the  Dut 

church   at   Newtown.      Maria,   his   eldest   chi  m-  m^^M, 

born  March  27,  1762,  was  married  to  Cornelii'  X-^lius 

Rapelve.     Jacob  Riker  was  the  son  of  Abrah^ -^"^^"i 
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(3d),  son  of  Abraham  (2),  son  of  Abraham 
kcr,  the  jincestor. 

Cornelius  Rapelye,  by  his  wife  Maria  ( 
ker)  Rapelye,  had  issue :  Grace,  born  August  ^ 
1782;  Jeromus,  born  May  27,  1784,  at  Newto\\'^ 
Jeronuis,  born  at  Shelburn,  Nova  Scotia,  May  z~ 
1788:  James  Riker,  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  Ja 
^O'  3»  1790;  ^^^  George,  born  in  Newtown  F 
ruary  15,  1793. 
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George   Rapelye,   the   last  mentioned,  was 

l>om  in  Newtown  February  15,  1793,  and  became 

St  prominent  New  York  merchant  and  carried  on 

tlie   wholesale    grocery    business    on    Catharine 

street  for  many  vears,  where  he  accumulated  a 

fortune.    He  owned  a  fine  residence  on  Madison 

street,  which  was  then  a  fashionable  part  of  the 

city,  making  his  summer  residence  at  the  present 

Rapelye  homestead  in  Astoria.    He  married  Jane 

Maria,   daughter  of  James   and  Adrianne  Suy- 

dani,  son  of  Captain  Lambert,  son  of  Hendrick 

(2d),  son  of  Hendrick  Rycken. 

Hendrick  Rycken,  a  memljer  of  the  Riker  fam- 
il\,  came  from  Suydam,  Holland,  in  1665,  and  set- 
tled in  New  Amsterdam,  at  what  was  called 
Smith's  Fly,  where  he  purchased  a  house  and 
land  in  1678.  He  removed  to  Flatbush  with  his 
wife,  Ida  Jacobs,  and  acquired  a  large  estate. 
His  children  took  the  name  of  Suydam. 

Hendrick  Suydam,  son  of  Hendrick  Rycken, 
became  a  farmer  at  Bedford  (a  part  of  Brook- 
lyn), where  he  bought  a  farm  of  his  father  in 
1698.  He  died  subsequent  to  1743.  By  his  wife 
Bennetie  he  had  Lambert  Hendrick  (3d)  and 
Elsie. 

Captain  I^mbert  Suydam,  eldest  child  of 
Hendrick  (2d)  and  Bennetie  his  wife,  resided  at 
Bedford.  In  1749  he  was  commissioned  captain 
of  the  Kings  County  Troop  of  Horse.  He  died  in 
1767.  He  married  Abigail  Lefferts  and  had  Hen- 
drick, Bennetie,  Jane,  Ida  and  Jacobus. 

Jacobus  Suydam  was  born  at  Bedford  De- 
cember 4,  1758,  became  a  New  York  merchant 
and  resided  at  Bedford.  In  1794  he  bought  the 
estate  of  William  I^wrence,  in  Newtown,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death,  June  11,  1825.  He 
married  Adriana,  daughter  of  Captain  Cornelius 
Rapelye,  and  had  issue:  Lambert,  Cornelius 
Rapelye.  Abigail,  Adriana,  James,  Jane  Maria 
and  Henry. 

Jane  Maria  married  George  Rapelye,  and  had 
a  son  named  Cornelius. 

Cornelius  Rapelye,  only  child  of  George  and 
Jane  Maria  (Suydam)  Rapelye,  was  bom  in 
New  York  November  16,  1833.  His  mother  died 
during  his  early  childhood,  and  he  was  raised  by 
his  aunt,  Grace  Rapelye  Trafford,  who  did  her 


best  to  supply  the  place  of  a  mother.  She  was  the 
widow  of  John  Trafford,  and  her  son  became 
prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  Astoria  and  did 
much  for  its  growth  and  development.  He  pur- 
chased a  set  of  chimes  for  the  Church  of  the  Re- 
deemer, with  the  request  that  his  remains  should 
be  buried  in  the  churchyard  and  that  these  chimes 
should  be  rung  on  each  recurring  anniversary  of 
his  birthday.  This  request  has  been  strictly  ob- 
served, and  the  set  of  bells  are  known  as  the 
**Trafford  chimes."  Cornelius  Rapelye,  .under 
the  careful  training  of  his  aunt,  grew  up  an  ex- 
emplary youth.  A.  certificate  of  his  scholarship 
has  been  preserv^ed,  which  shows  his  good  stand- 
ing at  school.  It  reads:  "Monthly  Certificate 
of  Approbation  of  the  Male  High  School,  78 
Crc)s])y  street.  Awarded  to  Cornelius  Rapelye 
of  the  Fifth  Class  for  his  Industry,  Punctuality 
and  Good  Deportment  during  the  past  four 
weeks.  [Isaac  F.  Bragg,  Principal.]"  It  is  an 
old  proverb,  "Show  me  the  boy  and  Til  show 
you  the  man,"  and  it  proved  true  in  his  case.  He 
was  not  obliged  to  labor  for  a  living,  having  in- 
herited an  ample  fortune ;  but  he  was  never  idle 
and  his  time  was  profitably  employed.  He  was 
punctual  in  all  his  engagements,  and  his  good  de- 
portment was  shown  in  his  daily  walk  and  con- 
versation, which  was  that  of  a  true  gentleman, — 
courteous,  kind,  considerate  and  obliging.  It 
might  be  truly  said  of  him, 

"His  life  was  gentle ;  and  the  elements 
So  mixed  in  him  that  Nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  This  was  a  man." 

He  was  quiet  and  reserved  and  of  an  even  tem- 
perament. He  won  the  confidence  of  his  fellow 
men  without  an  effort.  His  words  had  no  un- 
certain sound  or  double  meaning. 

Astoria,  the  home  of  his  childhood  and  man- 
hood, owes  much  to  him  as  a  public-spirited  cit- 
izen. He  not  only  encouraged  but  was  an  active 
promoter  of  all  public  improvements,  and  had 
great  confidence  in  the  future  of  his  native  town. 
Of  a  modest  and  retiring  disposition,  he  could 
not  be  induced  to  accept  public  honors,  but  was 
generous  in  his  support  of  friends  who  did  accept 
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them.  In  his  works  of  benevolence  and  charity 
he  followed  the  injunction,  **Let  not  thy  right 
hand  know  what  thv  left  hand  doeth."  He  ac- 
cepted  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility  in  his 
business  connections  where  he  felt  that  he  could 
be  useful.  He  was  president  of  the  Astoria  Ferry 
Company  for  many  years  and  a  director  in  other 
corporations. 

He  was  long  an  elder  in  the  Astoria  Re- 
formed Dutch  church,  to  which  he  was  at  all 
times  a  liberal  contributor,  and  when  the  church 
edifice  was  destroyed  bv  fire  he  was  foremost  in 
the  work  of  erecting  the  new  church  edifice,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  building  committee.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  November  20,  1890,  the  con- 
sistory of  the  church  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

Whereas,  Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father, 
by  His  messenger  Death,  has,  in  His  inscrutable 
providence,  removed  from  the  midst  of  us  our 
brother.  Elder  Cornelius  Rapelyc, 

Resolved,  That  while  we  know  and  are  sure 
that  *'He  doeth  all  things  well,"  and  **will  have 
compassion  according  to  the  multitude  of  his 
mercies,"  yet  we  cannot  refrain  from  giving  some 
expression  to  our  sense  of  the  great  loss  sustained 
bv  his  family  and  friends,  the  Church  and  this 
church  in  particular.  An  earnest,  upright  man, 
a  true  and  atTectionate  husband,  a  consistent  and 
devoted  elder,  a  firm  and  faithful  friend  has 
obeyed  the  call  of  the  Master,  "Come  uj)  higher." 

Resolved,  I'hat  in  the  consistent  walk  and 
conversation  of  Elder  Rai)elye,  and  in  his  unos- 
tentatious devotion  to  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
welfare  of  the  church,  he  has  shown  an  example 
worthy  of  beiner  followed  bv  those  with  whom  he 
had  ])een  intimately  and  harmoniously  associated 
for  so  many  years. 

Resolved,  That  Consistory  extend  to  his  fam- 
ily it*^  sincere  sympathy,  with  earnest  prayers 
that  the  Saviour  will  sustain  them  in  their  aftlic- 
tion.  And.  rejoicing  in  the  knowledge  that  they 
*'sorro\v  not  even  as  others  which  have  no  hope,"' 
and  in  the  firm  belief  that  we  shall  one  day  meet 
again  with  all  the  hn-ed  ones  gone  before,  we  say 
to  our  brother.  *'(  )nly  '(lood  night,'  beloved,  not 
'h'arewell ''  " 

]\(.  solved.  That  this  action  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes  oi  Consistory,  and  in  the  minutes  of  the 
]^l(lershi]).  and  that  a  C(»py  thereof  be  sent  to  his 


family,   and  published  in   the  Christian  Intelli- 
gencer.   By  order  of  Consistory. 

John  J.  Halsev,  Clerk, 
Astoria,  Nov.  21,  1890. 

Referring  to  the  above  resolutions,  his  pastor, 
for  whom  he  entertained  the  warmest  friendship, 
said  : 

"In  the  set  of  resolutions  framed  by  consis- 
tory, the  word  'unostentatious'  occurs.  It  is  a 
word  peculiarly  expressive  of  our  brother's  char- 
acter. For  nearly  two  years,  though  his  pastor 
and  intimate  friend,  I  did  not  discover  anything 
unusual  in  the  quiet  and  simple  life  he  led.  Then 
slowly  it  began  to  dawn  upon  me  that  here  11^ 
one  of  the  most  widely  misunderstood  of  men. 
One  by  one,  ten  by  ten,  I  began  to  stumble  over 
the  recipients  of  his  bounty.  Men  whom  he  had 
made  I  found,  and  many  of  them  too.  He  would 
not  speak  about  it ;  he  would  almost  resent  the 
intrusion  of  a  word  concerning  his  benefactions; 
but,  that  he  was  no  unimportant  factor  in  the 
helping  and  healing  agencies  of  the  world,  and 
that  he  conscientiously  distributed  far  more  upon 
others  than  he  cared  to  use  upon  himself,  let  the 
hungry  whom  he  has  fed,  the  homeless  whom  he 
has  sheltered,  the  unfortunate  whom  he  has  res- 
cued, this  (lav  testify. 

.  **In  little  matters  he  was  particular,  precise,  a 
man  of  methodical  habit  and  conservative  taste. 
When  he  bought,  he  bought  his  money's  worth, 
and  could  not  endure  to  be  cheated.  But  in  mat- 
ters of  moment  and  largest  concern,  easy,  gener- 
ous, untroubled  over  loss,  and  (what  to  my  mind 
is  evidence  of  lofty  character)  never  dictatory 
where  he  had  given  largely  and  had  every  right 
to  dictate. 

"Witness  his  connection  with  this  church. 
Nineteen  years  ago  he  made  confession  of  his 
faith,  and  became  a  member  of  this  family.  Five 
years  later  he  was  elected  deacon,  and  five  years 
subsequent  to  that  he  was  ordained  elder.  In  the 
letter  of  acceptance  which  he  wrote  on  the  occa- 
sion  of  his  election  to  the  deaconate  this  siemih- 
cant  sentence  (Kcurred  :  'The  Master's  cause  ^vm 
be  strengthened,  and  our  church  prospered,  it  any- 
thing T  can  do  or  say  will  help.    The  underscor- 
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ing  ('our  church*)  is  his  own,  and  indicates  how 
complete  even  then  was  his  identification  with  the 
work  of  Christ  as  carried  forward  bv  this  church. 
How  he  loved  its  services !  How  he  cherished  its 
fellowship ! — so  faithful  he  was  to  its  every  meet- 
ing, so  fond  of  its  music,  so  quietly  appreciative 
of  all  the  things  good  that  came  from  the  pulpit 
or  the  pew !  More  enthusiastic  than  was  his  na- 
ture he  appeared,  on  the  occasion  of  his  return 
to  us  this  fall.  *So  good  to  be  home  again,'  he 
said :  "so  blessed  to  sit  in  the  dear  church  again, 
and  join  in  the  worship  of  God!'  Perhaps  he 
may  have  had  some  premonition  of  trouble ;  per- 
haps he  began  to  look  upon  this  church  as,  in 
some  sense,  the  monument  which  he  had  builded. 
It  would  have  been  a  work  impossible  without  his 
aid;  it  would  even  now  be  groaning  under  the 
burden  of  debt,  had  he  not  quietly  and  all  unso- 
licited interposed  w^ith  the  guaranty  of  a  sum  ex- 
ceeding his  first  munificent  subscription." 

Referring  to  his  public  efforts  and  personal 
relations,  his  pastor  said : 

"While  never  actively  engaged  in  business 
life,  he  still  found  abundant  occupation  in  the 
management  of  the  estates  to  which  he  had  fallen 
heir.  Nor  was  there  wanting  an  interest  in  mat- 
ters of  public  benefactions,  and  in  those  affairs 
which  naturally  concern  the  citizen.  It  is  per- 
haps forgotten  by  this  time  that  he  was  largely, 
if  not  chiefly,  instrumental  toward  the  completion 
of  those  enterprises  which  had  been  originated 
and  promoted  by  his  cousin,  the  late  Cornelius 
Rapelye  Trafford  (with  whom  was  associated 
the  late  Stephen  A.  Halsey  and  others),  such  as 
the  laying  of  sidewalks,  the  setting  of  lamps  and 
the  general  improvement  of  the  village  before  it 
became  a  part  of  Long  Island  City.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Hunters  Point  and 
Steinway  Horse  Car  line,  as  also  one  of  the  first 
to  respond  in  almost  every  matter  of  public  con- 
cern. The  Astoria  ferry  owes  its  present  devel- 
opment and  prosperous  condition  largely  to  the 
courage  with  which  he  undertook  its  resuscitation 
at  a  time  when  its  affairs  were  critical.  He  had 
faith  enough  to  cling  to  it,  and  foresight  to  know 
that  ultimately  it  would  prosper.  At  the  time  of 
Ws  death  he  was  president  of  the  company,  an 


honored  member  of  the  Citizens'  Committee,  as 
also  of  the  Law  and  Order  Society,  out  of  which 
the  citizens*  committee  grew ;  he  was  ever  ready 
to  aid  in  its  work,  with  advice  where  advice  was 
needed,  with  money  where  money  would  help. 
In  politics,  a  Democrat,  and  loyal  to  his  party, 
he  could  nevertheless  be  independent  of  party 
lines,  a  warm  advocate  of  law  and  order,  a  citi- 
zen zealous  for  the  public  weal. 

"Concerning  his  character  and  private  life 
I  feel  I  can  speak,  if  not  with  authority,  at  any 
rate  with  appreciation.  For  nearly  six  years  past, 
an  intimate  acquaintance  in  the  home,  in  the 
church,  and  in  the  official  board  of  the  church, 
has  given  me  excellent  opportunity  for  knowing 
him  and  abundant  reasons  for  loving  him. 
From  the  day  when  first  I  met  came  to  Astoria — 
when  his  kindly  word  decided  my  acceptance  of 
your  call  to  this  pastorate — up  to  the  day  of  death, 
I  have  received  from  him  uniform  courtesy ;  gen- 
tlemanlv  consideration  always,  and,  when  I  have 
needed  it  for  personal  or  parish  work,  the  most 
substantial  encouragement,  the  most  gratifying 
friendship.  His  was  no  gushing  manner  which 
gave  promise  of  what  he  could  perform,  but  the 
plain,  unpretentious  bearing  that  begets  no  en- 
thusiasm perhaps,  but  what  is  far  better,  a  con- 
fident assurance  that  he  will  do  what  he  has 
agreed  to  do — that  he  can  do  very  much  more. 
Had  he  been  smitten  with  a  love  for  vulgar  con- 
spicuousness,  what  great  display  he  might  easily 
have  made — what  abundant  opportunity  to  make 
what  the  world  calls  a  'figure'  in  life !  But  who 
that  knew  him  ever  found  hint  of  boastfulness  or 
swagger?  Who  ever  found  him  offensively  as- 
sertive? As  natural  for  him  to  be  unassuming 
and  modest  as  to  be  steady,  honest  and  gentle." 

Mr.  Rapelye  loved  the  old  home  of  his  ances- 
tors at  Astoria,  but  he  purchased  a  beautiful  sum- 
mer residence  at  Kidder's  on  Cayuga  Lake,  w^here 
he  spent  many  happy  days  with  her  who  had  been 
his  life-long  partner  and  helpmeet.  Before  her 
marriage  she  was  Aliss  Lydia  L.  Hyatt,  daughter 
of  John  B.  Hyatt,  of  Newtown,  and  Ann  Bur- 
roughs, daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Bur- 
roug^hs.  The  Burroughs  family  have  filled  an 
important  place    in    the    histor\'  of  the   world. 
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Among  the  first  of  the  name  mentioned  is  that  of 
Captain  Stephen  Burroughs,  an  English  navi- 
gator, who  accompanied  Chancellor  as  second  in 
command  of  his  voyage  to  discover  a  north-east 
passage  around  the  eastern  continent  in  1553. 
Three  years  later  he  had  chief  command  of  an- 
other expedition  equipped  with  the  same  object. 
He  doubled  Cape  North,  touched  at  Nova  Zem- 
bla,  discovered  the  island  Wygaltz  and  reached 
north  latitude  seventy  degrees  three  minutes, — 
a  higher  point  than  had  been  reached  by  any  pre- 
vious navigator.  He  published  in  England  an 
account  of  his  observations.  He  was  the  first 
who  observed  the  declination  of  the  magnetic 
needle. 

The  following  armorial  bearings  were  granted 
June  2^,  1586,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to 
William  Burroughs,  Esq.:  "Clerk  and  comp- 
troller of  the  Queen's  Navy,  son  of  Walter  Bur- 
roughs, at  Northam.  near  Barnstable  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Devon."  Arms — Azure;  a  bend  wavy; 
argent,  between  two  fleurs  de  lis,  ermine.  The 
family  of  Burroughs  have  been  highly  honored 
by  their  sovereigns  at  different  periods,  and  al- 
ways distinguished  for  their  loyalty  and  great 
learning. 

John  Burroughs,  the  progenitor  of  the  Amer- 
ican family  of  this  name,  was  born  in  Dorset- 
shire, England,  in  16 17,  and  is  found  at  Salem  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  in  1642.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  long  parliament  that  assembled 
November  3,  1640,  which  was  dissolved  by  Crom- 
well, and  with  many  others  fled  from  England  to 
esca[)c  religious  persecution.  He  removed  from 
Salem,  INIassachusetts,  to  Newtown,  Long  Isl- 
and, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  patentees  in 
1666.  He  was  a  fine  penman,  and  filled  the  office 
of  town  clerk  for  eleven  vears.  He  was  a  man  of 
resolute  character  and  a  warm  advocate  of  pop- 
ular rights.  He  died  in  August,  1678.  His  will 
is  on  record  in  the  surrogate's  office  in  New  York 
city.  He  left  issue  Jeremiah,  Joseph,  John,  Jo- 
anna and  Mary. 

Joseph  Burroughs,  son  of  John  (ist),  was  a 
worthy  citizen  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  He  died  February  16, 
1738.     His  son,  John  Burroughs,  married  Mar- 


garet, daughter  of  James  Renne.  He  served  the 
next  year  as  constable  of  the  town,  and  was  sub- 
sequently justice  of  the  peace.  He  owned  land 
at  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and  was  also  interested 
in  the  New  Cornwall  mines.  He  died  in  New- 
town July  7,  1750,  and  his  widow  died  July  11, 
1767.  Their  children  were  John,  Samuel  and 
Joanna. 

John  Burroughs  (2d),  son  of  John  (ist), 
married,  April  26,  1747,  Sarah  Hunt,  then  the 
widow  Smith.  He  inherited  the  paternal  farm, 
and  died  February  18,  1755,  leaving  an  only  child, 
Joseph.  The  latter  occupied  the  paternal  estate, 
was  a  leading  man  in  the  Episcopal  church,  and 
died  December  24,  1820,  in  his  seventy-third 
year.  He  was  twice  married, — first  to  Lydia,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hallitt,  by  whom  he  had 
issue  John,  Thomas,  Joseph  Hallitt,  Anna  and 
Benjamin. 

Thomas  Burroughs,  son  of  Joseph,  succeeded 
to  the  paternal  farm,  and  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Wyckoff,  of  Flatlands.  He  died 
September  20,  1835,  leaving  issue:  Lydia,  who 
married  George  Rapelye;  Sarah,  who  married 
Qiarles  H.  Roach ;  Joseph ;  Ann,  who  mar- 
ried John  B.  Hyatt;  and  George  Wyckoft  Bur- 
roughs. Ann  became  the  mother  of  Lydia  Hyatt, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Cornelius  Rapelye,  and 
still  resides  at  the  old  homestead  in  Astoria. 

WALTER  STEUBEN  CARTER. 

Walter  Steuben  Carter,  lawyer,  was  born  at 
Barkhamsted,  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut, 
February  24,  1833,  son  of  Evits  and  Emma  (Tay- 
lor) Carter,  and  descendant  of  Robert  Carter, 
of  Bristol,  England,  ship-builder,  who  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Guilford,  in  the  Connecticut 
colony.  William  Carter,  son  of  the  ancestor, 
married  Ann  Yale,  and  later  moved  to  Walling- 
ford.  His  wnfe,  daughter  of  Captain  Theophilus 
Yale  and  Rebecca  Gibbard,  of  Milford,  was  de- 
scended from  David  Yale,  one  of  the  founders  of 
New  Haven,  and  father  of  Elihu  Yale,  after 
whom  the  university  was  named,  and  through 
his  wife,  Ann  Morton,  from  Thomas  Morton, 
bishop  of  Chester  (1615),  Litchfield  (1618)  and 
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Di-ix-ham  (1632).  Thaddeus,  son  of  William  and 
AnxT  (Yale)  Carter,'  a  soldier  in  the  French  and 
Iridio-n  war,  was  married  to  Lucy  Andrews,  and 
the-ir-  son,  Noah  Andrews,  of  Bristol,  to  Lydia 
G2»  %-lord,  a  descendant  of  Deacon  William  Gay- 
lax- d  ,    one  of  the  settlers  of  Windsor. 

lEmma  Tavlor  was  descended  from  William 
T2i>-lor,  who  was  bom  in  Lancashire,  Enj^land, 
ia     I  C>09,  sailed  for  the  new  world  in  the  Expcdi- 
tioi-i,    November  26,  1635,  and  with  his  wife,  Mary 
(Ooltman)      Taylor,     settled     at     Wcthersfield 
(1G36).     Emma  Taylor  was  the  f^randdauc^hter 
of    William  Taylor  {i'/22-'/7)  of  Middletown  and 
SinT*=>bury,  who  served  in  the  French  and  Indian 
^Va.^,  whose  second  wife  was  Ruth  (Rich)  Hig- 
giris,  fifth  in  descent  from  Elder  Brewster  of  the 
Mayflower,    great-great-granddaughter    of    Gov- 
^^iior  Thomas  Prince,  of  the  Plymouth  colony. 
E^Tiiiia  Taylor's  father  was  William  Taylor,  Jr. 
(  ^•57-1835;,  of  Simsbury  and  Barkhamsted,  who 
^vlien  a  boy  of  seventeen  joined  in  the  "Lexing- 
ton   Alarm,''  was  at  Bunker  Hill,  Monmouth  and 
Stoiiy   Point,  served  through  the  war,  and  was 
^'^va.rded  a  pension. 

^'\nother    ancestor    was    Joseph    Gay  lord,    of 

^^rinington,  who  served  in  the  French  and  In- 

^'^ri  W^ar,  and  was  likewise  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 

^^^oti.     Mr.  Carter  is  also  sixth  in  descent  from 

•v^rnor  Thomas  Roberts,  of  the  New  Hamp- 

^    ^r^  colonv;  one  of  his  ancestors  owned  Breed's 

l^^'K    on   which  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill   was 

L^^lit ;  others  were  among  the  courageous  ])ro- 

c>rs  of  the  regicides,  while  more  than  a  score 

in  the  Pequot  and  King  Philip's  wars,  and 

,^    ^he  general  courts  of  the  colonies  of  Plymouth, 


in 


sachusetts,    Connecticut,    New    Haven    and 
Hampshire.     Three  of  them  were  among 
tiliirteen  members  of  the  convention  which  met 


^^39  to  frame  for  the  colony  of  Connecticut 
X"itten  constitution,  the  first  ever  adopted  by 
r^^^     p>eople,  and  the  leading  features  of  which 
^""i  since  been  incorporated  in  both  the  federal 
most  of  our  state  constitutions. 
The  names  of  Carter  and  Tavlor  are  of  much 
Equity  in  England,  being  found  as  early  as 


thirteenth  century.     The  Carter  arms  were: 
^  lions  combatant,  sable;  crest,  a  talbot  pass- 


ant, on  a  mural  crown :  motto.  Sub  libertate  quies 
(Rest  through  liberty).  Those  of  Taylor  were: 
sable,  a  lion  passant  argent ;  crest,  a  tiger  passant, 
proper. 

Mr.  Carter  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving his  early  education  in  a  district  school. 
He  commenced  studying  law  in  1850,  taught 
school  in  the  winter  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  Middletown  in  1855.  He  was  remarkably  suc- 
seccful  in  practice  there,  was  placed  on  the  board 
of  education,  and  was  nominated  for  the  Legis- 
lature, engaging  also  in  journalism.  In  1858  he 
removed  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  from 
t8(xd  to  18^)3  he  was  in  partnership  with  William 
G.  Whipple,  now  of  Arkansas ;  and  from  1863 
to  i8(fK)  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Carter,  Pit- 
kin &  Davis.  For  some  years  he  served  as  United 
States  commissioner  and  master-in-chancerv.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Wisconsin  branch  of  the 
Christian  commission,  and  after  the  battle  of 
Nashville,  in  the  "Northwestern  Christian  Ad- 
vocate," published  an  account  of  its  battle-field 
work,  which  was  afterwards  republished  in  the 
official  history  of  the  commission.  A  Republican 
in  ])olitics,  he  managed  the  campaign  which  re- 
sulted in  the  first  election  to  the  United  States 
senate  of  Matthew  H.  Carpenter.  He  compiled 
the  Wisconsin  code  of  procedure  in  1859;  and 
served  as  one  of  the  trustees  of  Lawrence  L^ni- 
versity  during  his  residence  in  that  state.  In 
1869  he  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he  founded  the 
firm  of  Carter,  Becker  &  Dale,  but  came  to  New 
York  in  1872  as  legal  representative  of  the  Chi- 
cago creditors  of  the  eastern  insurance  companies 
that  had  failed  because  of  the  great  fire.  Up  to 
1889,  when  the  present  firm  of  Carter,  Hughes 
&  Dwight  was  formed,  he  was  associated  with 
many  prominent  lawyers,  including  the  late  Jus- 
tice Leslie  W.  Russell  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
ex-Governor  D.  H.  Chamberlain.  He  is  noted 
for  his  skill  in  the  selection  of  students;  indeed 
he  has  probably  brought  out  more  young  law- 
yers, who  afterwards  became  distinguished,  than 
any  other  member  of  the  profession,  and  it  is 
safe  to  add  that  more  owe  their  success  to  his 
advice  and  help  than  to  that  of  any  other  man. 
Over  one  hundred  have  graduated  from  his  office. 
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including  William  B.  Hornblow<er,  Lloyd  W, 
Bowers,  Paul  D.  Cravath,  and  others  of  like 
prominence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association,  the  American  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, of  whose  committee  on  uniform  state 
laws  he  was  several  years  a  member;  and  is  an 
honorary  member  of  the  legal  fraternity  of  Phi 
Delta  Phi. 

Mr.  Carter  is  the  founder  of  the  hereditary 
patriotic  order  of  the  **Settlers  and  Defenders 
of  America,'*  of  which  he  is  president  general. 
His  interest  in  the  institutions  of  Brooklyn  is 
deep,  he  having  been  one  of  the  incorporators 
and  being  now  a  life  member  of  the  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  succeeding  Dudley  Buck  in 
1892  as  president  of  its  department  of  music, 
which   position  he  held  eight  years.     He   was 
also  the  first  lay  honorary  associate  of  the  Ameri- 
can  Guild  of   Organists.     A  traveler  in  many 
lands,  he  has  acquired  one  of  the  finest  private 
collections   of   etchings   and   engravings   in   the 
world;  a  lecture  of  his,  entitled  "Masterpieces 
of  Reproductive  Etching  and  Engraving,"  de- 
livered before  the  Woman's  Club  of  Wisconsin 
was  placed,  by  invitation,  in  the  New  York  pub- 
lic library.     He  is  a  member  of  the  Lawyers', 
National    Arts    and    Grolier  clubs,  and  of  the 
Union  League  and  Republican  clubs  of  Brooklyn, 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  New  York  Genealog- 
ical and  Biographical,  New  York  Historical  and 
Long  Island  Historical  societies,  American  Bio- 
graphical, National  Sculpture,  New  York  Zoolog- 
ical, New  \ork    Botanical    Gardens,    American 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art;  also  of  the  New  England  So- 
ciety, Founders  and  Patriots  of  America,  Society 
of  Mayflower  Descendants,   Society  of  Colonial 
Wars,  Descendants  of  Colonial  Governors,  Sons 
of  the  Revolution  and  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
liitiori.  lie  is  vice-president  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  New  York  avenue  ]\Tetho(list  Episco- 
pal church  of  Brooklyn,  to  which,  in   1890,  he 
presented  an  orc^an  of  sixty  stops.     He  is  also 
a  trustee  of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
Pleasant  Wallev,  Connecticut,  of  which  his  grand- 
father Carter  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  toward 
the  erection  of  a  chaj)el  for  which  he  contributed 


moret  han  half;  and  he  has  lately  given  to  it  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  cemeteries  in  Connecticut, 
for  the  ^'perpetual  care"  of  which  he  has  made 
ample  provision.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  Syra- 
cuse University.  Mr.  Carter  was  married  in  1855, 
to  Antoinette  Smith,  of  New  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, and  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  She 
died  in  1865,  and  in  1867  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Boyd  Jones,  of  Frederick,  Maryland,  who 
died  in  1869.  In  1870  he  was  married  to  Harriet 
Cook,  of  Chicago,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons, 
the  elder  of  whom  is  the  well  known  Yale 
athlete. 

HENRY  KING  SHELDO'N. 

Henry  King  Sheldon,  for  many  years  presi- 
dent of  the  Brooklyn  Philarmonic  Society  and 
the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music,  and  in  varied 
ways  a  citizen  of  conspicuous  worth  and  useful- 
ness, was  born  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  Febru- 
ary 14,  1826,  and  died  at  his  residence  at  220 
Columbia  Heights,  Brooklyn,  March  2,1902.  He 
was  descended  through  both  his  parents,  James 
and  Anna  Pamela  (Owen)  Sheldon,  from  well 
known  New  England  families.  In  his  paternal 
line  his  ancestry  is  traceable  to  the  same  original 
stock  from  which  sprang  the  celebrated  Arch- 
bishop Sheldon,  of  Oxford,  England. 

Three  years  after  his  birth  his  parents  re- 
moved from  Connecticut  to  New  York  city,  and 
from  there  presently  came  to  Brooklyn  Heights, 
where  they,  and  also  their  son,  ever  afterward 
resided.  He  received  a  public  and  grammar 
school  education  in  Brooklyn,  subsequently  at- 
tending the  LTniversity  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
Upon  leaving  that  institution  he  engaged  in  cler- 
ical employment  with  his  father's  business  firm, 
Sheldon  &  Phelps,  in  New  York  city.  This  finn. 
which  had  been  organized  by  his  father,  was  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  enterprising  concerns  of 
its  time  in  the  wholesale  hardware  trade,  the 
manufacture  of  hardware  being  at  that  period 
a  comparatively  new  industry  in  the  L'nited 
States. 

Owing  to  ill  health,  he  was  obliged  to  give 
up  business  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  went 
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oad.     From  boyhood  he  had  taken  a  passion- 

gtt:<^      interest  in  music,  for  which  he  had  decided 

"ural  gifts,  and  had  become  a  good  performer 

The  violin  and  piano.     In  Europe  he  devoted 

tmiriTi  self  zealously  to  the  cultization  of  his  musical 

a.l3ilities,  studying  in  Leipsic  and   Vienna,  with 

tla^     result  that  when  ready  to  return  home  he  was 

a        musician   of   thorough   accomplishment,     and 

wci>i>xld  doubtless  have  attained  distinction  in  an 

artistic  career  if  his  final  choice  of  an  occupation 

hsLcl    been  in  that  direction. 

I3ut  soon  after  returning  to  the  United  States 
he      re-engaged  in  business  as  a  member  of  the 
ftrm    of  Mc Bride,  Sheldon  &  Company,  whole- 
sale   and  commission  grocers,  their  establishment 
being  at  the  corner  of  Broad  and  Pearl  streets, 
Xew   York  city,  opposite  the  historic  Fraunce's 
Tavern.     After  the  death  of  his  father  he  as- 
sumed the  conduct  of  the  latter's  firm,  under  the 
new  name  of  Sheldon,  Hoyt  &  Company.    In  all 
his    business  enterprises  Mr.   Sheldon  was  emi- 
i^ently  successful,  enjoying  the  highest  personal 
standing  in  the  commercial  and  financial  com- 
'^vinity  of  the  metropolis.     Although  during  his 
'^^rcantile  career  the  country  suflFered  from  many 
™^ancial  crises  and  periods  of  prolonged  indus- 
^'^^l   and  business  depression,  including  that  at- 
^endant  upon  the  Civil  w*ar,  ^Ir.  Sheldon's  firm 
^^^s  at  all  times  noted  for  its  thorough  solidity, 
"^^^^r   experiencing   even  temporary   embarrass- 
'^^^t.      He  retired  from  active  business  life  in 

Prom   that  time   until   his   death,   while   not 
in  resuming  the  routine  of  business  occupation, 
"Was  identified  with  various  important  financial 
corporate  interests,  including  banks,  mining 
railroad  enterprises.     Among  other  business 
_^^^Hutions  and  organizations,  he  was  a  director, 
^he  time  of  his  death,  in  the  American  Ex- 
^^Hge  National  Bank,  the  Long  Island  Safe  De- 
*_^^it  Company,  the  American  District  Telegraph 
^Mipany,  and  the  Brooklyn  Savings  Bank,  and 
^^ustee  in  the  Brooklyn  Trust  Company. 

To  the  cause  of  the   promotion  of  musical 
^*tiire  in  Brooklvn,  Mr.  Sheldon  devoted  manv 


Ts  of  his   life   with   enthusiasm,   energy   and 
^^d  generosity.     As  early  as  1857  he  became 
as 


conspicuous  in  this  work  by  participating  in  the 
organization  of  the  Brooklyn  Philharmonic  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  was  chosen  a  director  in  1859, 
second  vice  president  in  1867,  vice  president  in 
1870,  and  president  in  1879,  continuing  in  the 
office  of  president  until  his  death.  He  was  also 
deeply  interested  in  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of 
Music,  serving  as  its  acting  president  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  being  elected  to  its  presidency 
in  1879,  an  official  relation  which,  like  the  similar 
one  in  the  Philharmonic  Societv,  was  terminated 
onlv  bv  his  death. 

In  an  appreciative  notice  of  Mr.  Sheldon's 
earnest  and  intelligent  labors  in  behalf  of  broader 
musical  cuhure,  the  following  tribute  has  been 
paid  him:  "His  talents  and  energies " have  not 
been  limited  to  business  aflFairs,  but  he  has  served 
his  fellow  men  in  many  directions,  notably  in  the 
introduction  of  high  standards  of  music  to  a 
wider  place  in  the  attention  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. And  this  we  sav  of  the  work  of  such  men : 
The  state  does  not  undertake  such  dutv  in  our 
country.  There  are  no  courts  to  promote  the  fine 
arts  as  in  the  capitals  of  Europe.  It  is  when  com- 
petent citizens,  men  of  high  business  training  and 
capacity,  take  hold  of  the  problems  involved  and 
with  love  of  art.  undertake  to  organize  and  man- 
age institutions  which  will  serve  high  ideals,  that 
we  gain  results  which  have  already  been  obtained 
in  Europe.  The  impulse  given  by  such  men  has 
alreadv  aided  to  carrv  art  in  our  countrv  to  a 
point  where  Americans  need  no  longer  feel  that 
this  country  is  without  place  and  standing  in  the 
world.  Among  those  who  have  served  the  peo- 
ple of  this  metropolitan  center  best  in  this  way 
Mr.  Sheldon  deserves  highest  praise." 

As  an  instance  of  his  intense  personal  devo- 
tion to  music  it  is  related  of  Mr.  Sheldon  that 
for  manv  vears  every  Sunday  afternoon  he  was 
accustomed  to  take  his  violin  under  his  arm  and 
go  to  City  Park  chapel,  an  annex  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church,  where  he  led  the  music. 
He  was  a  brilliant  performer  on  both  the  violin 
and  the  piano,  and  also  an  accomplished  vocalist, 
having  a  very  fine  baritone  voice. 

Mr.  Sheldon's  city  home  was  at  220  Columbia 
Heights,  in  the  most  select  portion  of  "old  Brook- 
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lyn."  Here  his  family  still  reside.  The  dwelling 
has  a  magnificent  outlook  over  New  York  bay 
and  the  metropolis.  His  country  home,  where 
he  spent  his  summers,  was  at  Silver  Lake,  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Pennsylvania,  between  the 
Blue  Ridge  and  Catskill  mountains.  Besides  be- 
ing president  of  the  Philharmonic  Society  and 
the  Academy  of  Music,  he  was  at  his  death  a 
trustee  of  the  Brooklvn  Art  Association,  trustee 
of  the  Brooklyn  Institution  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  trustee  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Brooklyn,  of  which  he  was  a  member  most  of 
his  life. 

He  gave  much  attention  to  the  collec- 
tion of  rare  books,  guided  by  most  refined  taste 
and  discrimination.  He  left  a  private  library 
of  more  than  four  thousand  volumes,  many  of 
which  are  remarkable,  and  nearly  every  one  no- 
table for  binding,  rarity  or  antiquity.  In  this 
library  is  comprehended  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  famous  collection  of  his  father-in-law,  Daniel 
Embury,  from  which  he  made  purchases  at  the 
time  of  its  sale. 

Mr.  Sheldon  was  in  his  political  relations  a 
Republican  from  the  earliest  days  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  party.  He  was  frequently  offered 
opportunities  for  preferment  to  honorable  polit- 
ical office,  j3Ut  invariably  declined  them.  Of  his 
personal  character  and  traits  a  life-long  friend 
has  said:  "He  was  a  man  of  the  most  lil)eral 
views,  of  the  widest  generosity,  and  of  the  most 
charming  personality.  He  was  of  an  artistic 
nature,  and  throughout  his  life  did  all  he  could 
to  encourage  everything  which  tended  to  broaden 
and  enlighten  the  city  and  country  in  which  he 
lived.  Dignified  but  kind-hearted,  modest  l)ut 
not  lacking  in  force,  generous  l)ut  of  a  keen  and 
active  mind,  gentle  in  the  truest  sense,  it  is  too 
little  in  say  that  in  him  Jirooklyn  haij  lost  a  very 
valuable  citizen." 

In  1853  he  marrieii  Anna  Kissani  Embury, 
daughter  of  I^aniel  and  Kinnia  C.  (Manley)  Vau- 
l)urv.  JJoth  the  i)arents  of  ]\lrs.  Sheldon  were 
horn  in  New  York  city,  removing  to  1  Brooklyn 
Heiuhls.  Her  father  was  in  earlv  life  cashier 
of  the  old  Long  Island  liank,  later  becoming  ])res- 
ident  of  the  Atlantic  T.ank,  in  which  capacity  he 


served  until  his  death,  a  period  of  a  quarter  of 
a  century.  He  was  a  highly  accomplished  scholar, 
mathematician  and  antiquarian;  the  private  li- 
brary which  he  collected  was  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  those  times.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  James  R.  Manley  of  New  York, 
was  a  gifted  and  distinguished  writer  and  poet, 
widely  known  and  appreciated  especially  for  her 
contributions  to  the  early  American  literar}*  peri- 
odicals. A  collection  of  her  writings  in  verse 
and  prose  has  been  privately  printed  within  com- 
paratively recent  years  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon.  Mr.  Sheldon  is  sumved 
by  his  widow  and  one  child,  Anna  Embury  Shel- 
don, who  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  James  Townsend 
Russell,  rector  of  St.^  Thomas's  Protestant  Epis- 
copal church,  Brooklyn. 

BERNARD    PETERS    ANI?    THOMAS  P. 

PETERS. 

The  name  of  the  Rev.  Bernard  Peters  is  in- 
dissolubly  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
Brooklyn  "Times."  This  journal  was  formerly 
the  Williamsburgh  "Times,"  which  first  ap- 
peared February  28,  1848.  Its  editor  and  prin- 
cipal proprietor  was  George  C.  Bennett,  an  ambi- 
tious young  Englishman,  who  had  learned  the 
printing  business  and  knew  a  little  about  the  Bi- 
ble and  all  that  was  to  be  known  about  Shakes- 
peare. Williamsburgh  was  a  small  village,  but 
])olitical  feeling  ran  high.  The  Democrats  were 
divi(le(l  between  Hunkers  and  Barnburners, 
and  some  of  the  Whigs  had  joined  the  Free-soil 
party ;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  Whigs  held  together, 
and  in  the  "Times"  they  found  an  aggressive '^r- 
gan  which  vigorously  espoused  the  cause  of  Tay- 
lor and  Fillmore.  The  'Times"  remained  loyal 
to  the  party,  and  when,'  in  1854,  that  party  became 
merged  in  the  Republican  party,  the  ^Times'  be- 
came, as  it  has  since  remained,  an  exponent  and 
advocate  of  Re])ublican  principles.  In  that  year, 
also.  \\'illia]nsl)urgh  became  consolidated  ^viin 
the  oidci  r.iiinicii)ality  of  P>nx>klyn.  and  tho^^^l'' 
iamsl)urgh  "Times"  became  the  Bnx>klyn 
1  nncs. 
Two  vears  later  there  came  to  that  portion  01 
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yn  in  which  the  "Times"  was  published  a 
clergyman,  Bernard  Peters,  who  had  been 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  First  Universalist 
.  He  was  a  native  of  Germany,  bom  in 
*im,  Bavaria,  in  1827.  He  was  only  seven 
i  age  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
training  and  ideas,  as  in  temperament,  he 
:  intensely  American.  Mr.  Peters  made  an 
2d  tour  of  Europe  during  his  pastorate, 
>rresponded  regularly  with  the  "Times;" 
Lirned  before  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war. 
5  a  zealous  Unionist,  and  he  preached  pa- 
1  so  forcibly  and  persistently  that  his 
soon  became  recognized  as  a  center  of  the 
mtiment  of  the  Eastern  District.  In  1864 
eters  removed  to  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
Dn  afterward  he  was  induced  to  leave  the 
and  assume  editorial  control  of  the  Hart- 
Post."  In  1869  he  was  invited  to  return 
>klyn  and  enter  into  partnership  with  Mr. 
t   in   the   management    of    the    Brooklyn 


>> 


:hat  time  the  Republican  party  was  sharply 
.  on  factional  lines,  the  feud  between  Reu- 
.  Fenton  and  Roscoe  Conkling  having 
.  the  Republicans  of  New  York  into  bit- 
ostile  wings.  Mr.  Peters  was  a  zealous 
te  of  Republican  principles  and  a  warm 
r  of  President  Grant,  but  he  cared  nothing 
:or  the  rivalries  of  politicians.  Mr.  Ben- 
>wever,  was  an  aggressive  partisan  of  Fen- 
d  there  was  some  slight  disagreement  bc- 
he  partners  in  consequence,  in  1872,  when 
ding  Fentonites  followed  Horace  Greeley 
I  alliance  between  the  Liberal  Republicans 
I  Democrats.  Mr.  Bennett  was  eager  to 
:he  influence  of  the  "Times"  into  the  scale 
ecley,  but   Mr.   Peters  strongly  objected, 

the  end,  his  views  prevailed  and  the 
"  remained  loyal  to  the  Republican  party. 
Liary  i,  1875,  ■Mr.  Bennett  retired  and  Mr. 
acquired  sole  control  and  ownership  of  the. 
^'n  "Times."  He  associated  with  himself 
sons-in-law,  James  A.  Sperry  and  William 
mt,  the  former  as  citv  editor  and  the  latter 
ness  manager,  and  the  newspaper  speedily 

the  effect  of  tlie  new  blood  that  had  en- 


tered it.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  it 
had  been  content  to  remain  the  organ  of  a  section 
of  the  city,  but  it  now  reached  out  and  claimed  all 
of  Brooklyn  and  Long  Island  as  its  field.  Before 
long  it  became  recognized  as  the  organ  of  Long 
Island,  having  a  large  and  steadily  increasing 
clientele  in  every  village  and  hamlet  from  Norton's 
Point  to  Montauk,  and  its  influence  in  building 
up  the  strength  of  the  Republican  party  in  Queens, 
Nassau  and  Suffolk  counties  has  long  been  recog- 
nized. Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Peters  the 
"Times"  had  been,  since  1876,  the  unfaltering 
advocate  of  civil-service  reform  and  of  the  elimi- 
nation of  the  spoils  system  from  politics.  It  was 
a  stanch  and  unswerving  advocate  of  the  policy 
of  protection  to  American  industries,  of  the  Blaine 
policy  of  reciprocity,  and  of  the  granting  of  sub- 
sidies to  American  shipping.  To  correct  the  evils 
that  had  sprung  up  under  the  ward  system  of 
party  organization,  the  "Times"  made  careful  in- 
vestigation of  the  Philadelphia  system  of  organi- 
zation on  the  election  district  basis,  and,  after 
many  years  of  agitation,  it  succeeded  in  securing 
the  adoption  of  that  system.  It  has  earned  the 
confidence  of  the  people  of  Brooklyn  and  Long 
Island  by  a  course  of  consistent  honesty  and  un- 
swerving fidelity  to  principle,  while  its  facilities 
for  the  collection  of  news,  the  result  of  more  than 
half  a  century's  experience,  during  which  there 
has  been  no  change  of  policy,  and,  for  twenty- 
seven  \ears,  no  change  of  management,  easily 
puts  It  in  the  front  rank  among  American  news- 
papers. 

Bernard  Peters  retired  from  the  active  man- 
agement of  the  "Times"  in  the  fall  of  1893,  and 
he  died  five  years  later.  He  was  succeeded  by  his 
son,  Thomas  Pollock  Peters,  under  whose  direc- 
tion the  influence  of  the  paper  has  been  largely 
extended,  while  its  general  lines  of  policy  have 
remrjined  unchanged.  The  present  editor  was 
educated  in  the  Polytechnic  Institute,  in  Brook- 
lyn, and  in  Columbia  University,  in  Manhattan 
borough,  at  both  of  which  he  was  graduated.  His 
last  year  at  Columbia  was  spent  iii  a  special  line 
of  study  devoted  to  political  economy.  In  1897 
he  was  appointed  a  director  of  the  Brooklyn  pub- 
lic library,  by  Mayor  Frederick  W.  Wurster,  of 
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Brooklyn,  and  he  was  twice  reappointed  to  the 
same  position  by  Mayor  Robert  A.  Van  Wyck, 
after  the  consolidation  of  Brooklyn  with  old  New 
York  city. 

In  1897  Mr.  Peters  married  Miss  Lou  A.  Dar- 
lington, of  Brooklyn. 

« 

HIRAM  DURYEA. 

While  descending  primarily  from  French  an- 
cestors, the  Durvea  family  in  this  country  is  es- 
sentially  of  Dutch  origin.  Joost  (George)  Durie, 
the  ancestor  of  the  family  in  the  New  Nether- 
lands,  was  a  French  Huguenot,  who,  after  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  sought  a  refuge 
at  Mannheim,  of  the  Rhenish  palatinate.  In 
1660  he  married  Magdalena  LeFevre,  and  soon 
after  that  came  to  this  country.  As  early  as 
1675,  he  was  a  resident  of  Long  Island  and  lived, 
for  various  periods,  in  New  Utrecht,  Bushwick 
and  Brooklyn,  his  death  occurring  in  Bushwick 
in  1727. 

Abraham  Durije  (1685-1753),  the  son  of 
Joost  Durie,  the  originator  of  the  name  here, 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Theodoris  and 
Aertje  CBogart)  Polhemius,  he  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Johannes  I^olhemius,  and  she  the  daughter 
of  Teunis  Gysbertsen  Bogart.  Daniel  Durije, 
the  son  of  Abraham  Durije,  married  a  descendant 
of  Laurens  Corneliscn  Koeck,  who  came  over  to 
the  New  Netherlands  in  1661,  and  Gabriel  Durije, 
his  grandson,  married  Femetije  (or  Phoebe) 
Hoogland,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Sarah 
(Wocrtman)  Hoogland.  Cornelius  Hoogland 
was  a  descendant  of  Dirck  Jansen  Hoogland,  who 
came  from  Xaerseveen,  I  'trecht,  in  1657 ;  and 
Sarah  Wocrtman  was  descended  from  Dirck 
Jansen  Woertman,  who  came  from  Amsterdam 
in  t6j7. 

Ciabriel  Durije  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
General  Hiram  Durvea,  whose  grandfather,  Cor- 
nelius I'^uryea,  was  l)nrn  in  177^.  Beginning  at 
that  period,  the  fannly  name  was  generally  spelled 
in  its  present  form  of  Durvea.  The  grandmother 
of  .General  Durvea  was  Joniima  Van  Hansen  Van 
Xostranrl,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  f Be- 
dell)   \'an   Xostrand.     She  was  descended   from 


Hans  Hansen  Van  Nostrand,  who  came  from 
Noorstrand,  Holstein,  in  1739,  and  also  from 
Robert  or  Daniel  Beedle  or  Beadell,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Hempstead,  Long  Island. 

The  father  of  General*  Durvea  was  Hendrick 
Vanderbilt  Durvea,  who  was  bom  in  Svosset, 
Long  Island,  in  1799,  and  died  in  1891.  The 
General's  mother  was  Elizabeth  Wright,  who  was 
born  in  i8or,  was  married  to  Hendrick  V.  Durvea 
in  1819,  and  died  in  1881.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Zebulon  and  Catharine  Wright,  of  Glen  Cove, 
Long  Island.  Zebulon  Wright  was  the  fifth  in 
descent  from  Peter  Wright,  who  came,  with  his 
brothers,  Anthony  and  Nicholas,  from  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  England,  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
colony  in  1635.  Peter  Wright  moved  to  Long 
Island  in  1653,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Oyster  Bay.  His  sons  married  daughters  of 
the  old  established  families  in  that  section. 

On  the  female  side  of  his  house,  as  well  as 
through  the  paternal  line,  General  Dur>xa  can 
trace  his  descent  from  most  distinguished  colo- 
nial ancestry.  His  grandmother,  wife  of  Zebulon 
Wright,  was  Catharine  Gritman,  descended,  on 
the  maternal  side,  from  Edward  and  Faith  Dotey, 
who  came  over  on  the  Mayflower,  and  his  great- 
great-grandmother  was  Clemence  Feke,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Feke,  a  descendant  of  Robert  Feke. 
who  came  over  to  Massachusetts  with  Governor 
John  \\''inthrop,  and  a  descendant  of  William 
Ludlam,  who  came  from  Matlock,  England,  in 
1655.  A  generation  further  back,  the  wife  of 
Gideon  Wright,  son  of  Peter  Wright,  the  pioneer, 
was  Elizabeth  Townsend,  daughter  of  John 
Townsend,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Oyster 
Bay.  and  of  his  wife,  EHzabeth  Montgomerie,  a 
cousin  of  the  Colonial  Governor  Dongan,  of  New 
York. 

General  Hiram  Durvea  was  bom    at    Man- 

m 

hasset.  Long  Island,  April  12,  1834.  He  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  public  and  private 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  became  a 
partner  with  bis  father  in  the  starch  manufactur- 
ing business.  He  was  vice  president  and  j^rosi- 
dent  of  the  (ilen  Cove  Starch  Manufacturing 
Companv  for  manv  vears,  and  afterwards  became 
president  of  the  National  Starch  Company,  which 
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succeeded  the  Glen  Cove  Company.  He  was  also 
largely  interested  in  various  other  manufacturing, 
commercial  and  financial  interests. 

Though  General  Hiram  Duryea  was  broadly 
identified  with  business  interests,  he  is  best  known 
and  famed  for  his  patriotism  and  his  splendid 
military  services  during  the  Civil  war.  In  1855, 
and  for  several  rears,  he  was  first  lieutenant 
of  artillery,  Forty-eighth  Regiment,  New  York 
State  Militia.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war, 
immediately  upon  the  call  for  troops,  he  promptly 
tendered  to  the  state  his  services  and  a  company 
to  be  part  of  the  Fifth  Regiment,  New  York  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  His  oflfer  was  accepted,  and  on 
April  25,  1861,  he  was  commissioned  captain  of 
the  compan} ,  which  on  May  9th  following  was, 
as  a  part  of  the  regiment  named,  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  a  term  of  two 
years.  He  was  commissioned  in  the  same  regi- 
ment, on  August  15,  1861,  as  major;  on  Septem- 
ber 3,  1861,  as  lieutenant  colonel ;  and  on  October 
29,  1862.  as  colonel.  On  May  26,  1866,  he  was 
commissioned  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  as  brevet  brigadier  general  of  United 
States  Volunteers,  "for  distinguished  conduct 
at  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mill,  Virginia." 

His  command,  the  Fifth  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry  (Duryee  Zouaves),  was  the  most  unique 
regiment  of  the  war,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
famous.  It  was  manv  times  mentioned  in  official 
reports  for  its  gallant  and  efficient  service.  In 
its  ranks  was  a  phenomenal  percentage  of  pro- 
•fessional  men  and  of  those  of  high  position  in 
business  and  social  life.  Its  uniform  and  drill 
were  those  of  the  celebrated  French  Zouaves,  or 
Chasseurs  d'Afiique.  It  was  also  proficient  as  an 
artillery  and  engineer  regiment,  and  at  times 
served  as  such.  Because  of  its  efficiency  it  was 
assigned  to  and  served  as  a  part  of  the  Division 
of  the  United  States  Regulars.  The  regiment  was 
the  first  organized  in  the  State  of  New  York 
after  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter,  and  was  the 
fifth  to  be  mustered  into  service.  General  Abram 
Durvea  was  its  first  colonel,  during  its  first 
three  months  service,  not  extending  into  act- 
ive campaigning.  Gouverneur  K.  Warren,  who 
at  the  time  of  organizing  the  regiment  was  assist- 


ant instructor  of  mathematics  at  the  United  States 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  (afterwards 
major  general  of  United  States  Volunteers),  then 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment,  succeeded  Dur- 
yee as  colonel,  and  Hiram  Duryea,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  then  major,  succeeded  Warren  as 
lieutenant  colonel.  Shortly  after  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  in  May,  1862,  in  which  the  regiment 
served  as  artillery  and  engineers,  Warren  was 
assigned  to  brigade  command,  from  which  time 
Hiram  Durvea,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant  col- 
onel  and  afterwards  of  colonel,  commanded  the 
regiment  to  nearly  the  close  of  its  two  years* 
service,  when  he  resigned,  having  received  in- 
juries in  battle  which  were  pronounced  fatal, 
and  from  which  he  never  sufficiently  recovered 
to  permit  his  again  engaging  in  active  service. 
He  was  succeeded  in  command  by  the  gallant 
Cleveland  Winslow. 

The  efficient  and  fighting  reputation  of  the 
regiment  was  made  under  the  command  of  Hiram 
Duryea.  Major  General  G.  K.  Warren,  com- 
manding the  Second  Army  Corps  (formerly  col- 
onel of  the  regiment)  wrote  of  him,  August  25, 
1863:  '^Nothing  but  the  iron  will,  undaunted 
bravery,  unsurpassed  ability  and  soul  of  honor 
that  culmhiated  in  him,  ever  made  the  regiment 
what  it  was."  It  appears  in  the  "Official  Records 
of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion"  that  he  was  many 
times  mentioned  in  official  reports  for  dis- 
tinguished ability  and  courage,  and  his  regiment, 
under  his  command,  for  efficient  and  heroic  ser- 
vice in  battle.  General  Barry,  chief  of  artillery, 
in  his  official  report  of  the  siege  of  Yorktown, 
made  honorable  mention  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Dui-yea  **for  conspicuous  intelligence,  energy  and 
good  conduct  under  fire."  General  G.  K.  Warren, 
commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Divis- 
ion, Fifth  Army  Corps,  rei)orting  operations  in 
the  vallev  of  the  Pamunkev  and  the  battle  of  Han- 
over  Court  House  ("War  of  the  Rebellion,"  Vol- 
ume XI,  part  I,  page  678),  said:  "Lieutenant 
Colonel  Duryea,  while  wholly  ignorant  of  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  on  account  of  concealment, 
led  his  command  across  the  bridge  without  fir- 
ing a  gun."  General  George  Sykes,  United 
States  Army,  commanding  the  Division  of  Regu- 
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lars,  in  his  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Gaines' 
Mill,  the  engagement  at  Turkey  Bend  Bridge 
and  battle  of  Malvern  Hill  ("Official  Records  of 
War  of  the  Rebellion,"  Volume  II,  part*  II,  page 
348),  said:  **In  these  attacks  the  Fifth  New 
York  Volunteers  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dur- 
yea  were  especially  conspicuous,  and  they  were 
the  peers  of  any  troops  on  that  hard  fought  field," 
and  he  bore  "my  personal  testimony  to  the  cool- 
ness, courage  and  valor  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Duryea,  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers."  General 
Roy  Stone  in  his  official  report  ("War  of  the  Re- 
bellion," page  416)  said:  "The  Fifth  Regiment 
(Fifth  New  York)  on  my  left,  the  conduct  of 
which  afforded  a  constant  example  of  courage 
and  discipline,  answered  the  enemies'  infantry 
with  the  most  terrific  musketry  firing  of  the  day." 
These  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  splendid  tributes 
to  (jleneral  (then  lieutenant  colonel)  Duryea,  and 
his  regiment.  A  high  encomium  was  bestowed 
upon  General  Duryea's  regiment  by  the  Compte 
de  Paris,  who,  as  Captain  L.  P.  D'Orleans,  served 
as  volunteer  aid  upon  the  staff  of  General  Mc- 
Clellan,  and  who,  in  commending  the  behavior  of 
the  regiment,  wrote:  "Else  the  Zouaves  would 
not  have  been  brigaded  under  General  Sykes, 
with  the  regulars,  and  were  justly  considered  a 
model  for  the  other  troops." 

The  regiment  during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1 86 1  built  lu>rt  Federal  Hill  and  completed  ?^ort 
Marshall  at  Bahimore,  -Maryland,  Colonel  Warren 
commanding  Fort  Federal  Hill,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Durvea,  Fort  Marshal.  It  was  in  the 
Eastern  Shore  campaign,  the  Virginia  Peninsula 
campaign  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  regi- 
ment was  actively  engaged  during  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  and  bore  a  distinguished  part  in  the 
battles  of  Hanover  Court  House,  Gaines'  Mill, 
Turkey  Bridge,  ^Malvern  Hill  and  other  engage- 
ments of  the  *'seven  davs*  battle"  in  the  armv's 
change  of  base  from  White  House  to  the  James ; 
in  the  campaign  of  Pope,  also  the  Maryland  cam- 
I)aic"n,  in  the  battles  of  South  Mountain  and  An- 
tietam,  in  the  operations  and  battles  under  P>urn- 
si()e,  and  in  Hooker's  Rappahannock  canii)aign, 
jiarticipaling  in  all  the  fortunes  of  the  division  of 
the  United  Slates  Regulars  from  the  spring  of 


1862  until  its  muster-out  at  the  close  of  its  period 
of  two  years*  service. 

General  Duryea  was  married,  in  1868,  to 
Laura  D.  Burnell,  daughter  of  Leander  Burndl 
and  Anna  Noble  (Dewey)  Burnell.  His  children 
are,  Harry  H.,  Chester  B.,  Anna  E.,  and  Millicent 
S.  Durvea.  The  General  is  a  member  of  the 
Veteran  Association  of  the  regiment  which  he 
commanded  during  the  war,  of  the  Society  of  the 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Club, 
of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  and  of 
the  Holland  Societv. 

According  to  the  old  records,  the  Dune  family 
originated  in  the  province  of  Burgundy.  France. 
The  history,  traditions  and  genealogies  of  the  race 
were  published  in  Nice,  France,  some  years  ago. 
and  reference  is  Jiiade  therein  to  some  of  its  mem- 
bers having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Marcigny. 
The  family  was  prominent,  representatives  of  it 
having  been  disting^uished  as  judges,  advocates 
and  men  of  letters  and  divines. 

Originally  spelled  Durie,  the  name  sometimes 
appeared  as  Duryer,  and  in  a  very  remote  period 
as  Du  Ryer.  The  spelling  Duryea.  or  Duryee,  is, 
of  course,  a  more  modern  variation  of  the  same 
patronymic.  The  arms  of  the  family,  according 
to  Burke,  are:  Azure,  a  chevron  between  three 
crescents,  argent. 

Andre  Duryer,  or  Du  Ryer,  who  was  bom  in 
Marcigny  in  Burgundy,  lived  in  the  first  half  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  and  was  a  Gentleman  ot 
the  King's  Bed  Chamber,  the  French  diplomatic 
agent  at  Constantinople,  and  the  consul  for  France 
at  Alexandria,  in  Egypt.  He  lived  many  years 
in  the  east,  was  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
oriental  scholars  of  his  time,  and  published  a 
translation  of  the  *'Gulistan  of  Saadi*'  in  1634^ 
and  one  of  the  Koran  in  1647.  Pierre  Duryer, 
born  in  Paris,  in  1605.  was  a  French  dramatist 
and  a  man  of  letters,  and  a  competitor  of  the  cele- 
brated Corneille  when  the  latter  was  admitted  to 
the  Frencch  Academy  in  1646.  Charles  Henr}' 
Durier,  who  was  born  in  Paris  in  1830,  was  chiet 
in  the  bureau  of  the  minister  of  justice  and  a  chev- 
alier of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

English  records  show  that  members  of  the 
faniilv  emigrated  to  Scotland  about  the  vear  1500- 
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\g  the  most  eminent  members  of  the  Scot- 
anch  of  the  family  have  been  Andrew  Durie, 
iied  in  1558,  and  who  was  bishop  of  Gal- 
and  abbot  of  Melrose ;  George  Durie  ( 1496- 
abbot   of   Melrose:  Sir   Alexander    Gib- 
^ord  Durie,  a  Scottish  judge,  who  died  in 
John  Durie,  a  Scottish  Jesuit,  who  died  in 
John  Durie   (1537-1600),  a  Presbyterian 
ler  of  prominence :  and  Robert  Durie  (1555- 
,  also  a  minister  of  the  same  denomination. 
Robert  Bruce,  of  Clackmore,  who  had  the 
of  knighthood  conferred  upon  him  by  King 
J  VI  of  Scotland,  married  for  his  second  wife, 
I,  dausfhter  of  Robert  Durie,  bv  whom  he 
ne  daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of  Alex- 
Shaw,  of  Sautrie.     Andrew  Boswell,  sev- 
?on  of  Sir  John  Boswell  of  Balmuto,  had  a 
iter,  Janet,  who   became   the   wife   of   her 
},   X*^^"    Durie   of   Grange.     Andrew,    the 
1  Earl  of  Rothes,  married  for  his  third  wife, 
daughter  of  David  Durie  of  Durie.     The 
T  of  this  Janet  Durie  was  Catharine  Ram- 
he    daughter    of  George,  Lord  Ramsey  of 
►usie,  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  the  only  child 
eiress  of  Sir  George  Douglass  of  Melinhill. 
embers  of  the  various  branches  of  the  Scotch 
r  of  Durie  have,  it  is  seen,  allied  themselves 
rriage  to  some  of  the  most  prominent  noble 
es  of  tjiat  kingdom.     The  identification  of 
ranch  of  the  family  with  that  of  the  French 
.  complete  and  unmistakable  through  the  re- 
of  ancient  chronicles  and  documents  and  the 
IS  of  heraldrv. 

HON.  WILLIAM  J.  COOMBS. 

illiam  J.  Coombs,  president  of  the  Manufac- 
Trust  Company,  of  Brooklyn,  is  a  self-made 

in  the  fullest  sense  of  that  often  misused 
His  career   illustrates  most   forcibly  the 

)ilities  that  are  open  to  young  men  of  energy 

hility.     His  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed 

poverty,  and  from  the  time  that  he  was  eight 
of  age  he  has  earned  his  own  livelihood. 

as  born  in  Jordan,  Onondaga  county,  New 
a  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Wooleaver) 

bs.     His  ancestors  came  to  New  Amster- 


dam with  the  Van  Rensselaers  and  settled  in  Ot- 
sego county.  The  career  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  proves  that  he  has  inherited  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  his  sturdy  ancestors. 

During  the  earlier  portion  of  the  nineteenth 
century  Charles  Coombs  was  a  manufacturer  of 
woodenware  in  Jordan  and  was  considered  suc- 
cessful. The  panic  of  1837  and  subsequent  per- 
iod of  depression  wiped  away  his  accumulations 
and  like  many  of  his  associates  he  was  forced  to 
fail.  Therefore  he  was  unable  to  give  his  chil- 
dren the  financial  aid  which  is  usually  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  obtain  an  education.  However, 
when  William  was  eight  years  of  age  he  became 
a  scholar  in  the  Jordan  Academy.  To  enable 
himself  to  attend  this  institution  he  was  com- 
pelled to  work  before  and  after  school  hours,  in 
order  to  obtain  money  to  sustain  himself  and  to 
pay  his  tuition.  He  also  built  the  school  fires 
and  swept  the  school,  work  which  is  now  done  by 
janitors.  That  he  utilized  every  opportunity  for 
study  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  when  he  was  thir- 
teen years  of  age  he  was  the  youngest  member  of 
his  class,  and  was  ready  to  enter  college  but  was 
refused  admission  because  of  his  being  under  the 
required  age.  His  inclination  and  desires  pointed 
to  a  collegiate  course  supplemented  by  the  study 
of  law  and  entry  into  that  profession  which  he 
hoped  to  make  his  life  work,  but  although  pos- 
sessed of  a  logical  mind  and  having  the  physical 
and  mental  qualities  essential  to  success  in  that 
calling,  he  was  compelled  to  forego  his  heart's 
desire  and  to  take  up  a  mercantile  career.  He 
began  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  in  Syracuse 
before  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  at  once, 
notwithstanding  his  extreme  youth,  made  himself 
an  almost  invaluable  assistant  to  his  employer. 
So  proficient  did  he  become  that  when  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  became  manager  in  New  York 
of  the  wholesale  dry-goods  establishment  of  Ar- 
nold Woodward  &  Company,  and  in  that  postion 
of  great  responsibility,  in  which  a  knowledge  of 
all  the  details  of  the  business  were  required,  he 
had  charge  of  the  credits,  which  gave  him  a  knowl- 
edge of  human  nature  and  of  financial  methods 
which  have  been  of  inestimable  service  through- 
out his  career.     In  1854  *Mr.  Coombs  became  sec- 
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retary  and  treasurer  of  a  woolen  manufacturing 
company  of  which  John  T.  Martin  was  president. 
During  the  time  that  he  occupied  that  position 
he  became  convinced  that  by  American  ingenuity 
and  skill  in  the  production  of  labor  saving  devices 
the  Ignited  States  would  finally  command  the 
markets  of  the  world.  With  him  to  be  convinced 
that  he  was  right  was  to  act,  and  in  1856  he  em- 
barked in  the  export  business,  in  which  he  was 
very  successful.  Pie  succeeded  in  building  up  an 
immense  business  and  probably  has  done  as  much 
and  more  to  stinuilate  American  manufacturing 
thai!  any  other  individual  in  the  United  States. 
At  the  time  of  his  permanent  retirement  from 
active  participation  in  the  business,  which  was 
then  conducted  under  the  title  of  Coombs,  Crosby 
&  Eddy,  the  firm  was  transacting  business  in  fifty- 
eight  colonies  and  countries  into  which  by  their 
own  traveling  salesmen  they  had  introduced  near- 
ly every  article  of  American  manufacture  that  was 
being  exported.  Since  I\lr.  Coombs  retirement 
the  business  has  been  conducted  by  the  corporation 
of  Flint  Eddy  and  The  American  Trading  Com- 
pany, in  which  Mr.  Coombs  retains  a  financial  in- 
terest as  a  stockholder.  An  idea  of  the  enormous 
growth  c)f  the  business  can  be  obtained  from  the  * 
statement  of  the  company  which  now  shows  an- 
nual sales  amounting  to  twenty-four  million 
dollars. 

While  actively  engaged  in  business  in  1890 
Mr.  Coombs  was  chosen  to  represent  the  third 
congressional  district  and  served  as  a  member  of 
the  fifty-second  and  fifty-third  congresses.  In  the 
fifty-second  congress  he  was  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  interstate  and  foreign  commerce  and  in 
the  fifty- third  congress  he  served  on  the  com- 
mittee on  appropriations.  His  knowledge  of 
American  manufactured  ])roducts  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  manufacturing  industries  made  him 
of  great  value  in  the  discussions  relating  to  the 
tariff.  While  in  congress  he  obtained  by  pur- 
chase the  Wallai)out  lands  for  the  city  of  lirook- 
lyn.  During  the  fifty-second  congress  he  was 
chainnan  of  the  committee  which  was  appointed 
to  investigate  the  proposed  Reading  deal  and  in 
that  capacity  reported  hack  to  congress  measures 
which  strengthened  the  interstate  commerce  law 


and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  ccwnbina- 
tions.  He  also  served  on  a  committee  which  was 
appointerl  to  investigate  private  buildings  whidi 
were  being  rented  for  government  uses.  His  re- 
port changed  the  views  of  the  house  of  represent- 
ativs  in  relation  to  the  hiring  of  private  propert}'. 
He  also  advised  that  the  government  condemn  the 
lower  side  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  for  goveni- 
ment  purposes.  This  question  is  being  regularly 
advocated  in  congress  and  will  eventually  be 
adopted. 

Shortly  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  in 
the  fifty-third  congress,  President  Cleveland  sent 
for  Mr.  Coombs  and  asked  him  to  canvass  the 
proposed  settlement  of  the  debts  due  the  govern- 
ment from  the  Union  Pacific,  Kansas  Pacific,  Cen- 
tral Pacific  and  Western  Pacific  Railroads,  whidi 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  twentv-four  million 
dollars.     There  was  a  disposition  in  congress  to 
accept  a  compromise  by  the  payment  of  thirty-five 
million   dollars,   which  amount   would  probably 
have  been  accepted,  but  the  railroad  companies 
refused  to  pay  more  than  twenty-eight  million 
dollars.     Mr.  Coombs  complied  with  the  request 
of  the  president  and  under  the  guise  of  govern- 
ment director  in  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
l^nion  Pacific  began  a  thorough  and  systematic  in- 
vestigation, visiting  and  inspecting  all  transcon- 
tinental  lines.     While  he  was  thus   engaged  a 
syndicate  had  been  formed  to  take  over  the  Union 
Pacific  and  the  Kansas  Pacific  roads.     This  s>ti- 
dicatf^   had   obtained   control   by   first   mortgage 
bonds,  which  were  made  prior  lien  to  that  of  the 
government  by  act  of  congress  of  July  4,  1864. 
The  syndicate  expected  that  by   foreclosure  of 
mortgage  to  either  force  the  government  to  pro- 
tect itself  by  bidding  in  the  roads  or  to  sacrifice 
its  claim.     The  attorneys  of  the  syndicate  acted 
with  the  belief  that  the  bonds  issued  under  the 
act  of  July  4,  1864,  had  all  of  the  rights  of  the 
ordinary  first-mortgage  bonds.    Suits  were  begun 
and  receivers  were  appointed  who  conducted  the 
road.     ]\Ir.  Coombs  began  a  systematic  investiga- 
tion of  the  finances  of  the  road,  and  after  studying 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  concluded  that  the 
main  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  was  able  to  pay 
not  (^nly  the  first-mortgage  bonds  but  also  the 
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2  of  the  government  claim,  principal  and  in- 
: ;  the  Kansas  Pacific  could  pay  the  first-mort- 

bonds  as  well  as  the  principal  of  govern- 

debt;  while  the  Central  Pacific,  if  joined 
the  others,  shoiikl  be  able  to  pay  the  whole 
ht,  principal  and  interest.     He  therefore  ad- 

the  president  to  begin  foreclosure  proceed- 
under  the  government  lien,  and  stated  to  him 

if  the  properties  were  placed  before  the 
ets  of  the  world  at  public  sale  combinations 
ilroad  men  would  bid  them  in  at  prices  that 
d  pay  the  debts  and  costs.  The  president 
inclined  to  ado])t  the  recommendation,  but 
if  raid  that  the  sale  might  not  result  as  favor- 
as  was  anticipated  and  that  the  government 
t  find  itself  saddled  with  the  roads.  He 
i  to  ^Ir.  Coombs  that,  if  the  latter  would  find 
alists  who  would  guarantee  enough  money  to 
the  first-mortgage  bonds  and  a  reasonable 
'  of  the  government's  claim,  he  would  favor 
losing  in  that  way  the  claims  against  the 
n  Pacific  and  Kansas  Pacific  which  had  al- 
j  defaulted.  As  nearlv  everv  financial  house 
interested  in  the  syndicate  which  was  en- 
Dring  to  control  the  roads,  it  seemed  almost 
ssible  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the  presi- 

and  it  appeared  almost  an  impossibility  for 
Coombs  to  obtain  justice  for  the  government, 
essed  of  an  analytical  and  logical  mind,  com- 
!  with  knowledge  of  common  law,  Mr. 
nbs  thought  of  a  legal  point  which  after  care- 
ivestigation  he  became  convinced  was  sound 
that  would  save  for  the  government  about  one 
red  million  dollars  which  it  would  have  lost 
a  less  vigorous  man  occupied  Mr.  Coomb's 
ion.  The  point  which  he  raised  was  that 
losure  of  the  first-mortgage  bonds  could  not 
iiade  effective  against  the  government  al- 
?h  said  foreclosure  would  be  effective  against 
ther  creditors,  because  the  government  had 
waived  its  soverign  right  noi   to   be  sued, 

was  finally  acknowledged  by  the  attorneys 
rounselors  of  the  syndicate. 
Ir.  Coombs  then  proposed  that  the  companies 
lit  themselves  to  the  government  and  ask  it 
reclose  its  claims  under  the  following  condi- 
:     That  the  syndicate  would  furnish  a  guar- 


antee of  an  upset  bid  that  would  cover  the  princi- 
pal and  two-thirds  of  the  interest  due  by  the 
Union  Pacific,  all  the  principal  due  by  the  Kansas 
Pacific  and  all  of  the  costs  and  expenses  of  sale, 
including  the  expenses  of  special  counsel  to  the 
government.  He  demanded  a  deposit  of  suffi- 
cient bonds  to  guarantee  the  government  that  the 
agreement  would  be  fulfilled,  and  insisted  that 
the  suit  should  not  be  considered  an  unfriendlv 
one,  but  should  at  all  times  be  under  the  control 
of  the  government.  Mr.  Coombs  also  declined  to 
obligate  the  government  to  favor  the  syndicate, 
hut  insisted  that  all  should  have  a  right  to  bid. 
After  making  another  futile  attempt  to  com- 
promise, the  syndicate  finally  accepted  the  propo- 
sition. 

The  matter,  however,  was  not  finally  settled 
until  the  first  adminstration  of  President  McKin- 
ley,  who  continued  Mr.  Coombs  in  office.  At 
President  McKinley's  request  Mr.  Coombs  spent 
much  time  with  Attomev  General  McKenna  and 
assisted  him  in  closing  the  government's  claims, 
with  the  results  that  he  had  anticipated  and  for 
which  he  had  so  vigorously  fought.  The  Union 
Pacific  paid  j)rincipal  and  interest  in  full;  the 
Kansas  Pacific  the  full  amount  of  principal,  which 
has  been  augmented  by  later  recovery  on  judg- 
ment of  a  deficiency  of  two  million  dollars,  and 
the  Central  Pacific  paid  its  debt  in  full.  Thus  the 
government  has  received  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  million  dollars,  ninety-one  million 
dollars  more  than  the  amount  for  which  it  was 
willing  to  settle  its  claim  when  Mr.  Coombs  was 
appointed  the  government  representative.  The 
results  of  his  efforts  have  earned  for  him  the  grati- 
tude of  an  usually  ungrateful  nation,  and  as  "Peace 
hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than  war," 
he  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  a  place  in  history 
am.ongst  distinguished  patriots. 

Few  can  realize  the  personal  exertion  and  great 
mental  strain  under  which  Mr.  Coombs  labored 
during  those  years  of  anxiety;  and  as  it  was  a 
labor  of  love,  no  salary  being  his,  he  can  with  all 
confidence  state  that  he  has  done  more  than  his 
di'ty  to  his  country.  There  is,  however,  still  an- 
other road  against  which  the  government  has  a 
claim,  and  that  is  the  Sioux  City  branch  of  the 
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Union  Pacific,  and  Mr.  Coombs  has  his  watchful 
eyes  upon  the  interests  of  the  government  therein. 

When  the  Manufacturers'  Trust  Company 
was  organized  the  stockholders  and  directors 
soueht  Mr.  Coombs  and  asked  him  to  act  as  execu- 
tive  officer  of  the  company.  Since  then  he  has 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
position,  making  all  his  other  interests  secondary 
to  the  Manufacturer's  Trust  Company. 

Mr.  Combs  has  resided  in  Brooklyn  since 
1855.  In  1856  he  married  Josephine,  daughter  of 
Joseph  H.  Adams,  and  they  have  three  sons, — 
Charles  A.,  \Villiam  H.  and  Jerome  W.,  the  latter 
assistant  corporation  counsel ;  and  one  daughter, 
the  widow  of  Dr.  Sidney  Allan  Fox. 

CAPTAIN  RICHARD  REMSEN. 

Holland  furnishes  to  the  Empire  state  its  pio- 
neer settlers.  They  were  men  of  solid  character 
and  substantial  worth  who  came  to  the  new  world, 
not  as  adventurers,  but  to  establish  homes  and  to 
enjoy  religious  and  civil  liberty.  They  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  development  of  this  great  state 
and  their  descendants  now  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
their  labors.  Derrick  and  Johans  Remsen,  natives 
of  Holland,  took  up  their  abode  in  Long  Island  at 
a  \ery  early  epoch  and  purchased  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  near  the  present  home  of  Captain 
Richard  Remsen,  of  Flatlands.  John  Remsen, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  followed  farming,  the 
occupation  of  his  ancestors,  and  in  public  affairs 
took  an  active  part.  He  served  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  his  rulings  were  fair  and  impartial.  In 
church  work  he  was  particularly  prominent,  serv- 
ing as  an  elder  and  deacon  in  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church  at  Flatlands.  He  established  the  Flat- 
lands  Neck  Sunday-school  for  the  colored  people, 
two-thirds  of  its  members  being  of  the  negro  race. 
His  death  occurred  October  5,  1868.  His  wife 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Schenck,  a 
(In lighter  of  Tunis  Schenck,  who  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  general  assembly  of  New  York,  and  was 
a  most  proniinent  and  influential  citizen  of  New 
Lots.  Her  death  occurred  January  27,  1882.  Of 
iheir  t'^n  children   four  are  livincf,  namclv :     T. 


Schenck,  Richard,  Peter,  of  Flatbush,  and  Cor- 
nelia, wife  of  Ditmas  Van  Sidin. 

Captain  Richard  Remsen  was  bom  in  the  old 
homestead,  just  two  doors  from  his  present  resi- 
dence, October  18,  1821.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  in  his  youth  and  early  became  fam- 
iliar with  the  work  of  the  farm,  assisting  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  field  and  garden  through  his 
youth  and  throughout  the  period  of  his  manhood 
until  his  retirement  to  private  life  in  the  year  1888. 
He  joined  the  Brooklyn  Light  Horse  Artillery  in 
183S  and  served  that  organization  until  1847, 
acting  as  captain  for  a  time.  In  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  public  welfare  he  has  manifested  a  deep 
interest,  giving  his  co-operation  to  many  measures 
for  the  public  good.  He  enjoys  athletic  sports 
and  at  one  time  was  much  interested  in  ball 
playing. 

C)n  the  4th  of  December,  1844,  Captain  Rem- 
sen was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cornelia  Ann 
Kouwenhaven,  a  daughter  of  William  Kouwen- 
haven.  of  Flatland>.  They  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  namely: 
John,  a  resident  of  Blackwell's  Mills,  New  Jersey; 
William  R.,  who  makes  his  home  on  Jefferson 
avenue  in  Brooklyn ;  I.  Cornell,  a  resident  of  Hoi- 
lis.  Long  Island;  Elizabeth  W.,  wife  of  Charles 
F.  Lott  of  Brooklyn :  G.  S.  K.,  at  home ;  and  T. 
M.  Davie,  who  is  living  near  his  father.  Both 
the  Captain  and  Mrs.  Remsen  have  long  been  very 
prominent  in  church  work.  They  are  the  two 
oldest  members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  church 
in  Flatlands,  their  connection  there  having  cov- 
ered a  period  of  fifty-five  years.  For  a  quarter 
of  a  century  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  for  thirty-five  years  his  wife  has  been 
a  teacher  in  the  infant  class  and  is  now  an  honor- 
ary member.  Chi  account  of  Mr.  Remsen's  long 
service  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
he  is  now  made  an  honorary  member  for  life. 
The  Caotain  was  a  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee  of  the  New  York  State  Sunday-school  As- 
sociation as  early  as  1875,  and  he  is  still  serving  in 
that  capacity.  At  one  time  he  served  as  vice- 
president  of  the  convention,  and  was  very  active 
in  the  building  of  the  Flatlaud  Neck  chapel.    His 
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life  has  been  characterized  by  the  Christian 
►les  promiilg^ated  by  the  denomination  with 
he  is  connected.  His  honesty  is  proverbial 
is  name  has  been  svnonvmous  with  fair 
\  in  all  business  transactions. 

JACOB  FUHS,  M.  D. 

is  is  an  age  of  specialization,  when  energies 
ected  in  a  special  line  of  investigation.  The 
I  professional  or  industrial  life  after  gain- 
/aried  knowledge  of  the  basic  principles  of 
ling  to  which  he  has  consecrated  his  time 
ard  gives  his  thought  and  effort  to  perfect- 
mself  in  his  chosen  department,  thereby 
g  a  proficiency  and  prominence  which  he 
3ther\vise  not  attain  if  his  labors  were  dis- 
l  over  a  wider  field.  It  is  in  this  way  that 
Fuhs  has  become  recognized  as  a  specialist 
*ases  of  the  digestive  organs, 
e  Doctor  was  bom  in  the  little  village  of 
ilind,  Austria,  on  the  17th  of  December, 
and  is  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Sarah  (Zucker- 
Fuhs.  In  t866  the  parents  of  our  subject 
to  America,  locating  in  Bridgeport,  Con- 
it,  where  the  father  engaged  in  business, 
d  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years, 
s  wife  passed  away  in  1887,  at  the  age  of 
ive. 

e  Doctor  received  his  early  education  in  the 
itary  schools  of  Elbogen,  and  later  pursued 
dies  in  a  college  in  that  town,  in  which  he 
raduated  in  1868.  Immediately  after  his 
ition  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  re- 
l  at  Bridgeport  only  a  short  time  and  then 
0  New  York.  There  he  entered  the  School 
les  of  Columbia  College,  and  later  he  en- 
in  teaching,  afterward  matriculating  in  the 
e  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  New  York, 
the  preceptorate  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Sands,  being 
ited  in  1875.  Subsequently  he  was  assist- 
•  one  vcar  to  Professor  F.  N.  Otis,  of  New 
:itv,  and  then  he  located  in  the  eastern  dis- 
f  Brooklyn  and  entered  upon  the  practice 
profession,  l^^r  one  year  he  served  on  the 
)f  the  Eastern  District  Dispensary,  since 
time  he  has  been  attending  physician  to  St. 


Catherine's  Hospital,  of  whose  medical  board  he 
has  several  times  been  president.  In  1877  he  be- 
came attending  physician  to  the  Hebrew  Orphan 
Asylum,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  ten  years, 
and  since  that  period  he  has  been  consulting  phy- 
sician to  the  institution.  He  is  a  consulting  phy- 
sician to  the  German  Hospital  and  was  chairman 
of  the  medical  board.  Since  1897  he  has  been  con- 
sulting physician  to  the  Bushwick  Hospital. 

During  the  first  ten  years  of  his  professional 
career  the  Doctor  engaged  in  general  practice  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  and  then  devoted  his  atten-* 
tion  to  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  internal 
organs,  chieHy  of  the  digestive  system.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Kings:  the  Kings  County  Medical  Association; 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine ;  the  Asso- 
ciated  Physicians  of  Long  Island ;  the  German 
Medical  Society,  of  Brooklyn,  of  which  he  has 
been  several  times  president :  the  German  Medical 
Society  of  New  York ;  the  Brooklyn  Pathological 
Society;  the  l^rooklyn  Neurological  Society,  and 
the  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 

The  Doctor  has  written  a  number  of  mono- 
graphs and  other  papers  upon  the  diseases  to  which 
he  gives  his  special  attention,  which  were  pre- 
sented to  the  various  medical  societies  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  and  which  were  subsequently  pub- 
lished in  the  medical  journals.  In  1891  the  Doc- 
tor put  aside  his  professional  labors  and  devoted 
his  time  for  one  vear  to  scientific  work  in  some  of 
the  leading  hospitals  of  Europe. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1877,  I^^-  Fuhs  was  mar- 
ried to  ]\Iiss  Hannah  Swartz. 

ELIJAH  SMITH. 

Elijah  Smith,  during  a  long  and  active  life 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  what  is 
now  Nassau  county.  Long  Island,  New  York, 
was  among  those  who  contributed  most  usefully 
to  the  development  of  that  region. 

He  was  descended  from  John  (Rock)  Smith, 
the  first  of  the  family  to  come  from  England  to 
Long  Island.  The  family  was  conspicuous  in  the 
earliest  colonial  times,  and  Jonathan  Smith,  son 
of  John  (Rock)  Smith,  received  from  Governor 
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Fletcher  a  commission  as  lieutenant  in  the  Brit- 
ish army.  Mrs.  Delia  Smith,  widow  of  Elijah 
Smith,  yet  cherishes  as  a  precious  heirloom  a 
commission  issued  to  Major  Smith  by  the  Earl 
of  Belmont,  in  1698,  and  another  issued  to  a  later 
descendant  by  Governor  DeWitt  Clinton.  Elijah 
Smith  traced  his  descent  from  the  original  colonist 
through  Jonathan  Smith,  Jonathan  Smith,  Jr., 
Joseph,  and  his  own  father,  William  Smith.  Will- 
iam Smith  was  a  man  of  great  integrity,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  a  large  land  owner. 

Elijah  Smith,  born  February  10,  1829,  at 
Freeport,  engaged  in  the  same  calling  as  did  his 
father,  and  with  the  same  taste  for  the  breeding 
of  fine  horses.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Nassau  County  Agricultural  Society,  and  was 
among  the  most  active  of  its  members  in  advanc- 
ing its  purjwse,  so  highly  conducive  to  the  im- 
provetnent  of  the  county  and  its  tributary  region 
in  agricultural  concerns,  and  in  the  improvement 
of  all  classes  of  domestic  animals.  Many  prizes 
were  awarded  him  for  the  superior  horses  which 
he  exhibited,  and  he  was  the  owner  of  a  silver  cup 
awarded  to  his  father  for  a  horse  exhibited  as 
early  as  1859.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  Presbyterian  in 
religion,  and  was  active  in  furthering  the  spirit- 
ual and  material  interests  of  his  church.  He  died 
July  21,  1893. 

Elijah  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Delia  Fish, 
a  daughter  of  William  Fish,  May  21,  1858.  Two 
children  were  born  of  the  marriage,  Charles  C. 
and  Harry  B.  Smith,  and  they  were  the  seventh 
generation  born  in  the  same  house. 

REV.  TAMES  H.  DARLINGTON,  D.  D. 

This  well  known  and  much  honored  clergy- 
man, the  rector  of  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal 
church,  on  Bedford  avenue,  is  a  native  of  New 
York  city  and  a  representative  of  a  long  line  of 
ancestors  who,  for  c^eneration  after  generation, 
have  rendered  tlic  >;tatc  sonic  service  during  most 
of  its  history.  The  twentieth  anniversary  of  his 
connection  witli  this  cliurch  was  appropriately 
celeljratcd  February  15,  1902,  at  the  Knapp  man- 
sion on  Bedford  avenue. 

Dr.  Darlington  was  born  on  June  9,  1856,  and 


after  he  was  graduated  at  the  New  York  Univer- 
sity entered  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  and 
took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Princeton  Univer- 
sity, for  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Ph.  D., 
and  later  that  of  D.  D.,  from  his  alma  mater.    In 
the  fall  of  1881  he  became  assistant  to  the  Rev. 
Alfred  Hinsdale  Partridge  in  Christ  churdi,  and 
on  the  lamented  death  of  that  divine,  in  1883,  ^r. 
Darlington  succeeded  to  the  charge,  and  under  his 
direction  it  has  steadily   and    substantially   pro- 
gressed ever  since.     It  carries  on  a  grand  and 
practically  never  ceasing  work,  and  its  influence 
upon  the  spiritual  upbuilding  of  Brooklyn  has 
been    most    marked.     Dr.    Darlington    is    not 
a  believer  in  sensational  methods  of  preaching, 
nor  has  he  much  faith  in  indiscriminate  "gather- 
ing in,"  which  some  people  accept  as  an  evidence 
of  church  success.     Through  the  forcefulness  and 
clearness  of  his  preaching  he  has  been  for  over 
fifteen  years  one  of  the  mission  preachers  of  the 
Parochial  Mission  Society,  and  his  pulpit  powers 
have  brought  him  calls  to  the  rectorship  of  many 
influential  churciies  elsewhere.     He  has  clear  and 
logical  ideas  of  what  the  work  of  a  church  in  a 
commrmity  should  be,  and  these  ideas  he  carefully 
puts   into  practice  with  the  result   that   Christ 
church  is  to  the  weary  traveler  along  the  pathway 
of  life  "a  lamp  unto  his  feet  and  a  light  unto  his 
path."     The  rector  and  his  two  assistants — the 
Rev.  Joseph  P.  Smyth,  Sr.,  and  the  Rev.  William 
S.  Perry — are  constantly  engaged  in  keeping  that 
lamp  trimmed  and  bright :  and  while  their  success 
has  not  called  forth  sensational  remark  it  has  been 
nevertheless  steadv  and  satisfactorv.     It  has  over 
nine  hundred  communicants  and  as  many  children 
attend  its  Sabbath-school.     Its  structure,  a  beauti- 
ful one.  is  free  from  debt,  and  in  all  the  plans  of 
the  body  of  which  it  forms  a  part  it  enters  loyally 
and  liberally. 

A  firm  and  zealous  priest  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  Dr.  Darlinsrton  is  vet  a  man  of  liberal 
views  and  broad  sentiments.  »  He  was  a  wann 
personal  friend  of  the  late  Rev.  Sylvester  Malone. 
the  only  protestant  clergyman,  in  fact,  who  spoke 
in  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul's  hall  in  the  presence  of  six 
archbishops  and  over  one  hundred  priests  at  that 
beloved  prelate's  fiftieth  anniversary,  and  in  many 
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respects  his  views  as  to  the  great  body  of  Chris- 
tians generally,  irrespective  of  creed  or  denomina- 
tion, are  not  unlike  those  which  gave  such  influ- 
ence and  powder  to  the  lamented  priest  of  Sts. 
Peter  and  Paul's.  For  three  vears  he  was  arch- 
deacon  of  Brooklyn,  but  such  ecclesiastical  honor 
did  not  win  him  for  a  moment  from  his  work  in 
Christ  church.  Catholic  in  his  ecclesiastical  views 
and  a  strenuous  upholder  of  all  rights,  practices 
and  traditions  of  his  own  church,  his  name  has 
often  been  mentioned  for  the  episcopate  in  this 
and  other  dioceses.  i*ersonallv  he  is  one  of  the 
most  democratic  of  men.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
^lasonic  fraternity  and  the  chaplain  of  Hyatt 
Lodge,  Brooklyn.  In  the  Legion  of  Honor  he 
was  past  regent,  and  as  an  honorary  member  in 
the  Hanover  Club  he  has  long  been  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  popular  members.  There  his 
friends  annually  tender  him  a  dinner — **The  Darl- 
ington Dinner" — it  is  called,  and  the  attendance 
at  these  delightful  functions  includes  all  classes  of 
society  and  representatives  of  all  the  churches. 
His  summers  are  spent  on  his  estate  at  Old  Field 
Point,  Long  Island,  once  the  property  of  the  fam- 
ous Alexander  Hamilton  and  originally  the  site 
of  the  Camp  of  Wyandanch,  chief  of  the  Seau- 
kets,  and  in  the  grand  old  manor  house  there  he 
entertains  with  a  generous  hospitality.  Like  his 
Brooklyn  residence,  its  rooms  are  filled  with  bric- 
a-brac  and  antique  relics  and  designs  of  all  sorts, 
for  the  Doctor  has  been  and  is  a  great  traveler, 
and  in  his  journeys  in  the  old  world  and  the  new 
he  never  fails  to  bring  back  with  him  mementoes 
which  have  appealed  to  his  aesthetic  or  artistic 
taftes  or  serve  to  recall  some  incident,  some  hap- 
pening around  which  "hangs  a  story."  He  has 
some  mementoes,  too,  which  recall  his  connection 
with  military  matters,  for  he  was  chaplain  of  the 
Forty-seventh  Regiment,  New  York  National 
Guard,  for  manv  vears. 

Dr.  Darlington  belongs  to  the  Huguenot  So- 
cietv,  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  and  the  St. 
Nicholas  Society,  and  the  mention  of  these  recalls 
his  ancestry.  His  family  was  originally  French, 
but  on  account  of  their  religious  belief  had  to  leave 
their  native  country  and  settle  in  England.  With 
a  band  of  other  Huguenot  refugees  they  came  to 


America  and  settled  for  a  time  in  New  England. 
As  he  turns  over  the  family  record  the  Doctor 
can  point  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Bishop,  who  led 
the  Colonial  forces  in  wars  against  King  Philip; 
to  Reynaud,  the  first  freeholder  of  New  Rochelle ; 
to  Captain  Wright,  the  leader  of  the  Flushing 
Company  of  fighters  in  the  Revolution ;  and  to  one 
who  died  recently  in  her  hundredth  year,  Mrs. 
Maria  Wylde  Darlington,  who  was  one  of  the  re- 
ception committee  that  welcomed  Lafayette  when 
he  paid  his  last  visit  to  America.  His  grand- 
father, Peter  Darlington,  settled  in  this  country 
from  Scotland  and  conducted  one  of  the  first 
paper  mills  in  the  United  States,  at  Salisbury, 
Orange  county,  New  York.  His  father,  Thomas 
Darlington,  is  still  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  New  York  city  and  holds  an  honored  position 
at  the  local  bar.  He  was  for  years  the  friend  of 
the  late  Charles  O'Conner,  and  might  have  at- 
tained high  judicial  honors  had  he  cared  to  sacri- 
fice his  own  political  convictions. 

Dr.  Darlington  married  Ella  Louise,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  S.  Beams,  president  of  the  Kings 
County  Savings  Institution.  Of  their  six  chil- 
dren five  are  living, — Henry  V.  B.,  Gilber  B., 
El'.^anor  L.,  Elliott  C.  and  Kate  B. 

CHRIST  CHURCH. 

Christ  Church,  Protestant  Episcopal,  on  Bed- 
ford avenue,  Brooklyn,  had  its  corporate  founding 
in  1846.  as  "Christ  Church,  Williamsburgh,"  its 
first  location  being  in  the  town  (or  city)  of  Will- 
iamsburgh.  In  1849  there  was  a  necessity  for  a 
change  of  name,  owing  to  the  inclusion  of  the  ter- 
ritory within  Brooklyn  proper,  and  the  corpora- 
tion was  dissolved,  and  a  new  one  formed  under 
the  name  of  **Christ  Church,  North  Brooklyn." 
It  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  note  that  the  ori- 
ginal church  seal  adopted  in  1846  has  been  used, 
through  all  subsequent  changes  of  location  and 
name,  to  the  present  day.  This  seal  bears  a 
legend  in  Greek,  of  w^hich  the  proper  English 
equivalent  is  "The  Church  of  Christ." 

In  1889  the  grow^th  of  the  city  had  obliterated 
the  local  designation,  "North  Brooklyn,"  and  the 
legal  title  of  the  church  corporation  was  changed 
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to  that  of  ''Christ  Church,  Bedford  Avenue." 
For  years  previously  it  had  been  known  as  "Christ 
Church  in  the  Fields,"  on  account  of  its  isolation 
when  it  was  founded. 

The  chronological  record  shows  that  the  meet- 
ing preliminary  to  organization  was  held  Decem- 
ber 30,  1845,  *^"d  the  second  meeting  was  held 
January  3,  1846.  January  19  wardens  and  vest- 
rymen were  elected,  the  religious  services  being 
conducted  by  the  Rev.  Pierre  J.  Irving,  of  New 
York,  who  officiated  until  May  following.  He  was 
succeeded  bv  the  Rev.  Charles  Revnolds,  D.  D. 
The  first  service  in  the  first  church  building  was 
on  Christmas,  1846,  rented  rooms  having  been 
occupied  up  to  that  time.  In  1849  ^^^  three  lots 
upon  which  stands  the  present  church  edifice  were 
presented  by  Bernard  and  Joseph  Boerum,  and  a 
building  thereon  was  consecrated  by  Provisional 
Bishop  Wainwright,  of  New  York,  December  6 
of  that  vear.  In  1854  the  Rev.  Charles  Reynolds 
resigned,  after  occupying  the  rectorate  for  eight 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Part- 
ridge. In  1858  the  building  of  a  new  church 
edifice  was  provided  for,  and  in  December,  1862, 
was  completed  the  present  building.  In  1881  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Darlington  was  chosen  as  assistant  to 
the  rector,  and  he  became  rector  in  1883,  succeed- 
ing the  Rev.  A.  H.  Partridge,  who  died  after  oc- 
cupying the  rectorate  for  nearly  twenty-eight 
years.  In  1884  the  mortgage  debt  on  the  chapel 
was  liquidated,  and  the  building  was  named  'Tart- 
ridge  ^Memorial  Chapel."  In  1889  all  debts  on 
the  church  edifice  were  discharged,  and  Christ 
Chnrch  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Little  John,  on 
June  ir,  the  sermon  being  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Sattcrlec,  of  New  York,  now  Bishop  of  Wash- 
incftoti,  D.  C.  In  i8(>o  a  chime  of  fifteen  memorial 
bells  was  placed  in  the  belfry ;  the  original  bell 
was  the  p-ift  (^f  the  Boerum  family.  The  chime 
\v:is  siibscMinently  increased  to  the  number  of  eigh- 
teen bells,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
mel(Kli(nis  in  the  I'nited  States.  In  1892  die 
chancel  wa^  'Ic'.'pencd.  and  the  church  was  re- 
openerl  in  Xovembcr.  with  a  vested  choir  of  mixed 
voices.  The  chnrch  edifice  is  a  beautiful  ])er- 
pcndicnlar  (lotliic  struct  lire  containing  seats  for 
about   one   thousand    ])ersons.     Tt   contains   over 


eighty  memorials  to  deceased  members,  costing 
from  one  hundred  to  several  thousand  dollars  each. 
The  present  rector,  Dr.  Darlington,  has  been  with 
his  present  charge  over  twenty  years. 

The  Sunday-school  was  organized  in  the  same 
year  of  the  founding  of  the  church.  One  of  the 
earlv  superintendents  was  Mr.  Stennett,  who  was 
a  conscientious  worker  under  Mr.  Partridge,  the 
rector.  He  was  succeeded  in  1856  by  F.  C.  Clark, 
who  labored  for  twelve  years.  Its  membership 
was  then  about  .seven  hundred.  The  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  the  school  was  held  in  Partridge 
Memorial  Chapel,  February  16,  1896.  A  number 
of  the  former  superintendents  were  present  and 
made  addresses.  Loda  V.  Sanford,  the  present 
supenntendent,  has  held  his  place  for  over  twenty- 
eight  years.  Christ  Church  has  always  been  noted 
for  its  large  choirs  and  fine  music.  The  musical 
portion  of  the  first  church  service,  in  1846,  was 
cotiducted  by  Miss  Jane  Shapter,  then  a  prominent 
music  teacher,  who  used  a  "seraphine,''  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  reed  organ  of  to-day.  She  was  suc- 
ceeded bv  George  A.  P.  Phillips,  and  a  small  pipe 
organ  was  built.  In  1856  George  Jar  dine,  famous 
as  an  organ  builder,  became  the  organist.  Will- 
iam Richardson,  a  pupil  of  Mendelssohn,  subse- 
quently became  chorister  and  served  for.  twenty- 
five  vears,  until  his  death.  He  was  succeeded  bv 
Henry  H.  P>artlett,  he  by  C.  Mortimer  Wiske,  and 
he  by  Eugene  J.  Grant.  The  present  chorister  is 
H.  Campbell  Waston,  who  is  most  successful.  The 
choir  has  at  times,  in  recent  years,  rendered  some 
of  the  best  musical  compositions  known  in  church 
service,  embracing  selections  from  the  great 
oratorios,  and  by  the  leading  modern  composers. 

In  1896  Christ  Church  celebrated  its  fiftieth 
anniversary.  Statistics  covering  that  peric^l.  then 
pn'seuted,  were  as  follows:  P»aptisms,  3.205: 
annual  average,  64.10;  confirmations,  1,648;  an- 
nual average,  31.96;  marriages,  1,063;  annual 
average,  21.26;  funerals,  2,}^'j'j,  annual  average. 
47.54 ;  offerings,  about  500,000.  In  die  last  seven 
years  since  this  re]")ort  was  made  these  statistics 
have  of  coiu'se  been  largely  increased. 

Tn  its  own  diocesan  work  Christ  Churcli  is  one 
of  the  leaders,  and  gifts  from  its  treasury  arc  sent 
Ic  .^ct^res  of  i^ood  objects  and  charities.  bc>th  local 
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and  foreign.  The  church  has  not  limited  its  bene- 
factions to  those  of  its  own  faith,  but  has  been 
ready  to  help  any  worthy  cause  which  in  Christ's 
name  is  trying  to  make  this  world  a  better  and 
happier  place  to  live  in. 

J.  HOLI^IES  VAN  BRUNT. 

A  peculiar  interest  attaches  to  the  history  of 
the  old  and  honorable  familv  of  Van  Brunt,  of 
which  the  late  J.  Holmes  Van  Brunt,  of  Bay 
Ridge,  Long  Island,  was  a  worthy  representative. 
He  w^as  boni  in  a  house  which  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  present  club  house  of  the  Crescent  Club, 
of  Brooklyn,  October  15,  1823,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 26,  1896,  in  his  seventy-third  year.  Albert  N. 
Van  Brunt,  his  father,  was  born  there  also,  for 
the  property,  until  recently  sold,  had  been  owned 
in  the  family  since  1635.  ^^  ^^'^^  purchased  by  one 
of  Mr.  Van  Brunt's  ancestors  from  the  Indians, 
and  the  original  tract  included  all  the  land  between 
Fifth  avenue  and  Shore  Road  and  Eighty-fourth 
and  Eigfhtv-sftventh  streets.  The  familv  has  been 
intensely  American  from  the  first,  and  during  the 
Revolution  Mr.  Van  Brunt's  grandfather  refused 
to  permit  the  British  to  use  his  docks  on  this  prop- 
erty., and  because  of  this  refusal  he  was  arrested 
by  a  provost  marshal  and  taken  to  New  York  and 
held  a  prisoner  there  for  some  time.  At  one  per- 
iod during  the  struggle  for  independence  his  farms 
were  used  to  confine  prisoners  of  war. 

Colonel  Albert  N.  Van  P.runt  was  a  countrv 
gentleman  well  known  in  his  day  to  up-to-date 
New  Yorkers,  the  owner  of  much  land  and  many 
fine  horses,  one  of  the  wealthiest  residents  in  his 
part  of  the  island  and  a  man  of  much  social  prom- 
inence. He  was  a  devoted  militiaman,  and  for  a 
long  time  was  colonel  of  one  of  the  swell  Long 
Island  regiments  of  his  day.  J.  Holmes  Van 
}]rnnt  was  educated  at  Erasmus  Hall,  Flatbush, 
Long  Island,  and  at  the  academy  at  New  Bruns- 
wick, New  Tersev,  and  devoted  his  active  life  to 
agricultural  interests,  farming  extensively  on  a 
business  basis  and  *^ecuring  recognition  as  one  of 
the  prominent  Long  Islanders  of  his  time.  He  was 
an  active  and  enthusiastic  Democratic  politician, 
and  for  many  years  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  all 


of  the  important  conventions  of  his  party.  He  was 
a  popular  clubman,  a  favorite  in  society  and  in- 
herited from  his  father  a  fondness  for  good 
horses. 

Mr.  Van  Brunt  was  married  August  15,  1849, 
to  Cornelia  Van  Nuyse,  a  daughter  of  George 
\"an  Nuyse,  of  Fiatlands,  Long  Island,  and  she 
bore  him  two  children,  Albert  H.  and  Margaret, 
wife  of  Andrew  Ditmus,  both  of  whom  lived  at 
Fiatlands.  ]\lrs.  Yan  Brunt  died  May  15,  1862. 
April  26,  1866,  Mr.  Van  Brunt  married  Magda- 
lene V^anderveer,  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  B. 
Vanderveer,  of  New  Lots,  Long  Island,  and  she 
bore  him  two  children,  Charles,  who  is  a  member 
of  his  mother's  household,  and  Mary  Louise,  who 
married  H.  G.  McKeever.  Mrs.  Van  Brunt's 
home,  which  commands  a  lovely  marine  view,  is 
one  of  the  most  sightly,  beautiful  and  w^ell  ap- 
pointed in  its  vicinity. 

TAOUES  S.  STRYKER. 

It  is  a  well-attested  maxim  that  the  greatness 
of  a  state  lies  not  in  its  machinery  of  government, 
nor  even  in  its  institutions,  but  in  the  sterling 
qualities  of  its  individual  citizens,  in  their  capacity 
for  high  and  unselfish  effort  and  their  devotion  to 
the  public  good.  Mr.  Stryker  is  one  who  has 
through  many  years  been  an  important  factor  in 
conserving  the  public  interests.  The  goal  toward 
which  he  hastened  during  his  many  years  of  toil 
and  endeavor  is  that  which  is  attained  onlv  bv 
such  as  have  by  patriotism  and  wise  counsel  given 
the  world  an  imj)etus  toward  the  good ;  such  have 
gained  the  right  and  title  to  have  their  names  en- 
(hiringly  inscribed  on  the  bright  pages  of  history. 

The  Judge  was  born  near  his  present  home  on 
Gravescnd  avenue,  in  the  town  of  Gravesend,  Au- 
gust 18,  1836.  The'old  family  home,  which  was 
erected  in  1800,  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  fa- 
ther, Samuel  S.  Stryker,  and  his  grandfather, 
Stephen  Str}ker,  was  born  on  the  same  farm. 
There  also  occurred  the  birth  of  Samuel  and  Cor- 
nelius Stryker,  the  father  and  grandfather  re- 
spectively of  Stephen  Stryker.  The  Judge  is  a 
direct  descendant  of  the  old  \'an  Strvker  familv. 
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WilUam  S.  Stryka%  adjutant-gcnenl  of  New  Jer- 
sey  state  milttia,  says,  in  his  genealogy  of  the  fam- 
ily :    "The  Strycker  family  is  of  remote  antiquity 
.  in  HoUandr  All  the  several  branches  of  the  fam- 
.  ily  in  the  XMted  States'are  derived  directly  from 
tiiis  old  Dutch  {^rentage.    Certain  parts  of  the 
&mily  have  been  jested  near  The  Hagw  for  over 
eight  hundred  years  and  another  line  near  Rotter- 
dam.   From  Motley's  history  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
public we  learn  that  one  Herman  Strydcer,  ^, 
motok,  who  had  abjured  Romanism,  created,  in 
the  year  1562,  a  wide-spread  revival  of  religion 
amdng  the  masses  of  Hdland.    Mrs*  Charles,  in 
her  ^Deliverers  of  Holland/  .gives  considerable 
account  of  his  labors.    His  eloquaioe  drew  thou- 
sands to  listen  to  him;  and  it  is  said  he  preadied  to 
fifteen  thousand  men  in  arms  during  the  vice- 
royalty  of  Alva,    In  the  pedigree  of  the  family 
fourteen  descents  are  given  in  Holland  up  to  1791. 
Several  years  ago  the  late  Judge  James  Sjtryker, 
or  Erie  county,  New  York,  also  Indian  agent  to 
the  Six  Nations  and  a  prominent  Democratic 
politician  and  journalist,  obtained  from  Holland 
the  coat  of  arms  of  the  family,  and  much  of  the  in- 
teresting information  here  given  concerning  it. 
There  is  a  legend  in  the  family  that  during  the 
twelfth  centur}'  the  brothers  by  this  name  were 
very  clannish  and  constituted  a  strong  body  of 
valiant  men,  able  and  ready  to  defend  their  rights 
with  their  own  good  swords.    A  jealously  of  the 
most  bitter  kind  broke  out  between  them  and  an- 
other family  equally  renowned  for  prowess  in 
combat.    On  one  occasion  the  Van  Stryker  family 
received  an  invitation  to  a  g^eat  feast,  at  which  it 
was  proposed  to  come  to  some  final  settlement  of 
the  fued  which  existed  between  these  rival  parties. 
They  accepted,  at  the  same  time  suspecting  some 
treachery.    The  secret  was  discovered  beforehand 
and  a  plan  arranged  to  meet  it.    The  feast  began, 
and  in  the  middle  of  it  the  servants  of  the  host 
placed  upon  the  table  three  boars'  heads.     This 
was  the  signal  agreed  upon  for  the  extermination 
of  the  \"an  Stryker  family.    They,  however,  rally- 
ing quickly  at  a  certain  portion  of  the  room,  were 
terrible  when  they  acted  thus  on  the  defensive, 
and  turned  the  plot  with  deadly  effect  upon  their 


Opponents.   This  tradition  has  come  down 
their  isamiy,  and  may  account  for  the  boars* 
which  appear  upon  tiie  coat  of  arms." 

In  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  cent 
and  Jacobus  Van  Strycker  received  frniiii_^ 
states-general  of  the  Netherlands  a  grant  of  '=^ 
in  the  colony  of  New  Amsterdam,  upon  ccmcrrdfj 
that  they  take  out  with  them  to  America  t*-««i^ 
other  families  at  thdr  own  e3q>ense.    This    ^2^ 

was  dated  in  January,  1643,  ^^  ^^  d<>^  °^^-3)Jcti 
that  the  oflFer  was  finally  acted  upon  until    <^ 
.  years  afterward,  and  then  the  younger*  br^oOcf 
Jacobus,  came  to  this  country,  Jan  f oUowtc^  cee 
year  later,  m  1652.    The  latter  was  a  man  of  tan 
usual  educatkm  and  ability,  and  his  histoiy  shorn 
him  to  have  been  prominent  in  both  dvil  and  tt- 
ligious  matters.    He  was  thrice  married,  and  re* 
mained  in  New  Amsterdam  a  little  over  a  yor 
after  his  arrival  there. 

In  1654  he  was  instrumental  in  foundiq^  die 
Dutch  cokmy  on  Long  Island,  called  Midwout,  or 
Mtddlewoods,  the  modem  name  of  idiicfa  is  Fbt* 
bush.  In  the  same  year'he  was  chosen  chief  n«p 
istrate  of  the  cokmy,  a  position  whidi  he  held  for 
twenty  years.  He  was  the  &ther  of  eight,  dul^ 
drcn,  everv  one  of  whom  lived  to  adult  age  and 
morried :  he  saw  his  sons  settled  on  valuable  phn- 
tations  and  occupying  positions  of  influence  in  the 
communily,  and  his  daughters  married  into  the 
families  of  the  Brinckeroffs,  the  Berricns  and 
Bergens.  He  died  in  the  year  1697,  when  he  was 
a  little  over  eighty  years  of  age.  The  other,  Ja- 
cobus Gerritsen  Van  Strycker,  his  full  name,  or 
Jacob  Stryker,  as  he  seems  to  have  generally  writ- 
ten it,  was  a  young  brother  of  Jan's,  and  came 
from  the  village  of  Ruinen,  in  the  province  of 
Drent,  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  New  Amster- 
dam in  the  year  1651,  and  he  seems  to  have  filled 
no  less  important  stations  of  trust  and  honor 
amon^  the  colonists  of  those  early  days  than  his 
elder  brother.  He  dealt  largely  in  real  estate  on 
Manhattan  Island,  some  of  which  remains  in  the 
faniilv  to  this  dav.  "Striker's  Bay"  was  the  shore 
front  of  the  bowery  or  farm.  He  also  owned  a 
plot  of  land  of  considerable  size  on  what  is  now 
known  as  Exchange  Place.       He  was  a  "great 
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bereer"  of  New  Amsterdam  for  several  years  and 
at  one  time  sii))scril)ed  two  hundred  guilders  to 
keep  off  tlie  Puritan  colonists  of  New  England 
and  the  unfriendlv  Indians.  About  the  close  of 
the  vear  1660  he  removed  to  Xew  Amersfort,  now 
Flatlands,  Kings  county,  where  his  son  Gerrit 
Hvcd,  and  he  seems  to  have  alternated  between 
New  Amersfort  and  Xew  Amsterdam,  according 
to  church  records.  On  the  i8th  of  August,  1673, 
he  became  scout,  or  high  sheriff,  of  all  the  Dutch 
towns  on  Long  Island.  He  and  his  brother  Jan 
w'ere  delegates  to  the  convention  on  March  25, 
1674,  to  confer  w^ith  Governor  Clove  on  the  state 
of  the  colony.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  traded 
with  the  Indians.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  con- 
siderable means,  of  nnich  official  intluence  and  of 
decided  culture.  He  died  in  October,  1687,  and 
left  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter.  Both  of 
these  Holland  Dutchmen  were  connected  with  our 
earliest  historv,  and  seem  to  have  taken  a  livelv 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  its  colonists. 

Gerrit  Stryker.  a  son  of  Jacobus  Stryker,  was 
made  sheriff  of  his  county  by  Governor  Tongin  in 
[688.  In  i6c)2  he  purchased  one  hundcrd  and 
eight  acres  of  land  in  C-iravesend  for  two  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings.  This 
is  now  worth  at  least  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per 
acre.  For  many  years  his  descendants  were  farm- 
ing people  in  that  locality.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject for  a  long  period  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  held  other  local  offices. 

Jaques  S.  Stryker  is  thus  connected  with  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished  families  in 
this  portion  of  Long  Island,  and  resides  upon  a 
part  of  the  property  which  was  purchased  by 
Gerrit  Strvker,  a  peculiar  condition  of  the  deed 
convevance  being  the  terms  of  payment,  it  being 
designated  the  second  payment  should  be  made 
**vvhen  the  leaves  begin  to  fall."  On  the  maternal 
side  our  subject  is  a  descendant  of  the  Still  well 
family,  also  of  Gravesend.  He  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  schools  near  his  home,  afterward 
matriculated  in  Erasmus  Hall  Academy,  at  Flat- 
bush,  and  later  became  a  student  in  the  Ferguson- 
ville  Academy,  in  Delaware  county,  Xew  York. 
Determining  to  seek  a  home  and  fortune  in  the 
west  he  made  his  way  to  Kendall  county,  Illinois, 
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in  1859.  He  was  married  to  Alary  M.  Cook,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Cook.  Owing  to  his  wife's 
ill  health  and  other  circumstances  over  which  he 
had  no  control,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  New 
York  in  1863.  He  then  obtained  a  position  on  the 
metrc^politan  police  force,  just  three  weeks  before 
the  occurrence  of  the  draft  riots  of  that  year,  in 
the  su|>pression  of  which  he  took  part  under  In- 
spectors  Carpenter  and  Folk.  He  belonged  to  the 
central  office  scjuad  of  Brooklyn,  under  Acting 
Sergeant  Daniel  Jones,  and  was  detailed  by  the 
police  commissioners  for  special  duty  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  ileal th  officer  of  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn as  a  special  officer  during  the  cholera  epi- 
demic of  i86(').  He  remained  on  the  police  until 
September,  1868,  when  he  received  the  appoint- 
mont  of  United  States  storekeeper  for  the  cus- 
toms, serving  in  that  capacity  for  about  five  years. 
IJo  was  afterw^ard  appointed  assistant  clerk  to  the 
Kings  county  board  of  supervisors,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  for  thirteen  years,  w-hen  he  resigned 
in  order  to  become  justice  of  the  peace.*  He  was 
commissioner  of  Dolice  before  the  consolidation  of 
X\*w  York  city,  and  has  drafted  many  local  laws 
for  his  town  and  county.  In  1893  he  was  asso- 
ciate justice  of  Kings  county,  but  since  that  year 
he  has  lived  retired. 

In  1877  Mr.  Stryker  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife.  The  second  year  following 
he  married  Anna  J.  De  Nyse,  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  old  families  of  the  county.  Socially  he 
is  a  charter  member  of  Covenant  Lodge,  F. 
&  A'.  ^\. 

In  p(^litics  he  has  always  been  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  for  more  than  two  decades  rep>- 
resented  his  town  in  the  Republican  general  com- 
mittee. His  worth  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  are 
widely  acknowledged,  and  after  many  years 
identification  w'ith  public  affairs  of  Gravesend  he 
is  now^  living  a  retired  life.  Jlis  loyalty  and  pa- 
triotism have  ever  been  marked  and  those  who 
ktiow  him  esteem  him  for  his  many  sterling 
qualities.  Of  a  distinguished  family,  his  own  rec- 
ord casts  no  shadow  upon  the  family  escutcheon, 
but  has  adderl  brilliance  to  the  family  history  that 
has  been  honorable  and  commendable  from  qplon- 
ial  days  down  to  the  present  time. 
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FRANCIS  E.  POUCH. 

Francis  Edward  Pouch,  one  of  the  leading  un- 
dertakers of  Brooklyn,  was  born  May  28,  1844,  at 
243  (now  318)  Adams  street.  His  parents, 
Frank  and  Eliza  (Cake)  I^ouch,  were  natives  of 
the  island  of  Guernsey,  England,  and  came  to 
Brooklyn  in  1836,  where  the  father  died  in  1882, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  In  1847  ^^  moved 
to  253  (now  305)  Adams  street,  which  is  the  place 
of  the  present  residence  of  our  subject.  For  a 
number  of  years  young  Francis  attended  the  pub- 
lic school  No.  I ,  at  the  corner  of  Adams  and  Con- 
cord streets,  and  in  1858  commenced  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade  of  his  father,  who  carried  on  a 
combined  carpentry  and  undertaking  establish- 
ment at  305  Adams  street,  where  the  son  is  now 
engaged  in  business  as  undertaker,  embalmer  and 
cremator.  He  continued  with  his  father  until 
1877,  since  which  time  he  has  been  alone  in  busi- 
ness, and  has  met  with  excellent  success,  building 
up  an  extensive  trade.  He  is  now  the  owner  also 
of  some  real  estate.  On  the  organization  of  the 
Kings  County  L^ndertakers'  Association,  in  1884, 
he  was  elected  the  treasurer  of  that  body,  and  was 
re-elected  twelve  successive  years. 

In  1862  Mr.  Pouch  connected  himself  with 
Clinton  Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  No.  2,  at 
that  time  in  the  volunteer  fire  department  of  the 
western  district,  and  in  1865  joined  Pacific  Engine 
Company,  Xo.  14,  also  of  the  volunteer  depart- 
ment, to  which  he  belonged  during  the  remainder 
of  its  existence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Brook- 
lyn Volunteer  Firemen's  Association,  one  of  the 
orofanizers  of  the  Veteran  Volunteer  Fireman's 
Association,  of  vyhich  he  has  been  the  vice-presi- 
dent, and  the  president  of  the  board  of  trustees 
for  many  years.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Fund  of 
the  late  volunteer  fire  department,  Brooklyn, 
W.  I).,  and  a  member  of  Brooklyn  Council  No. 
16,  Order  of  American  Firemen,  and  a  member 
of  tlie  State  Firemen's  Association,  which  has  a 
home  for  the  a.i>c(l  at  Hudson,  New  York.  Mag- 
nolia L(k|ov,  Xo.  t66,  J.  O.  O.  F.,  elected  him  to 
nioini)crshi])  in  I^^ebruary,  1883,  and  in  January, 
1887,  he  was  chosen  noble  grand,  an  ofiice  which 


he  honored  for  two  terms.     Mr.  Pouch  still  re- 
mains an  active  member  of  the  lodge,  also  a  mem- 
ber and  treasurer  of  [Magnolia  Immediate  Relief 
Association,  also  a  member  of  the  Provident  As- 
sociation, the  ^lutual  Benefit  Association ;  Frank- 
Jin  Degree  Lodge,  No.  13,  and  Amaranth  Rebekah 
Lodge,  No.  176,  I.  O.  O.  F.    He  was  among  the 
Odd  Fellows  who  in  December,  1890,  started  a 
movement  for  the  establishment  of  a  home  for 
aged  members    of    the    order,  their  wives  and 
widows.    This  met  with  success,  and  Mr.  Pouch 
was  at  once  elected  president,  an  office  to  which 
he  has  been  re-elected    for    eleven    consecutive 
years.    He  entered  the  Society  of  Old  Brooklvn- 
ites  and  also  Alpha  Lodge,  No.  9,  K.  of  P.,  in 
both  of  which  organizations  his  name  is  now  read 
at  roll  call ;  but,  not  yet  satisfied  with  his  fraternal 
researches,  he  investigated  in  1892  the  blue  pas- 
sages of  Masonry,  connecting  himself  with  Lex- 
ington Lodge,  No.  310,  F.  &  A.  M.    The  year 
1895  saw  him  junior  warden;   1896  and  1897, 
senior  warden ;  and  1898,  1899  ^"d  1900,  master. 
His  third  consecutive  election  to  the  last  office  in 
December,  i8c)9,  was  one  of  the  highest  compli- 
ments that  could  have  been  paid  his  active  and 
(Unserving  career  as  master  of  Lexington  Lodge. 

WILLIAM  C  DeWITT. 

For  many  years  Mr.  DeWitt  has  been  known 
for  his  sterling  qualities,  his  fearless  loyalty  to 
his  lionest  convictions,  his  sturdy  opposition  to 
mi<?ri!le  in  nuniicipal  affairs  and  his  clear  headed- 
n^ss  and  his  discretion  and  tact  as  manager  and 
leader.  His  career  at  the  bar  has  been  one  of 
pTcatest  honor  and  he  has  given  some  of  the  best 
e<Torts  of  his  life  to  the  purification  and  eleyation 
of  the  municipal  government.  Almost  his  entire 
life  has  been  spent  in  Brooklyn  and  his  name  is 
insej^arably  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
city  during  the  latter  half  of  the  nineta^nth 
century. 

Of  Holland  ancestry,  he  belongs  to  a  family 
distinfrnished  in  that  country.  In  the  art  gallen' 
ai  the  Hague  an  apartment  is  devoted  to  the 
OtAX  itt  family  and  the  central  figure  therein  is 
John  DcW'itt.  an  eminent  citizen  who  served  as 
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^rand  pensionary  or  president  of  the  states  general 
of  Holland  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
His  cousin,  Terek  Clausen  DeWitt,  became  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America,  landing  in 
New  York  in  1657.  He  took  up  his  permanent 
residence  in  the  valley  of  the  Walkill,  in  Ulster 
county,  New  York,  in  1662.  Among  his  descend- 
ants was  ^Tary  DeWitt,  the  mother  of  DeWitt 
Clinton,  and  Charles  DeWitt,  a  member  of  the 
continental  congress  during  the  American  Revo- 
lution and  one  of  the  authors  of  the  first  constitu- 
tion of  the  state  of  New  York.  William  C.  De- 
Witt  was  born  m  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  January 
25,  184c,  and  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Charles 
DeWitt,  just  mentioned.  His  mother,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Ann  jMiller,  was  a 
sister  of  Jacob  W.  Miller,  an  attorney  general  of 
Ne\\  Jersey  who  represented  his  state  in  the 
United  States  senate  for  twelve  vears  w^hen  Clay, 
Webster  and  Calhoun  were  eminent  men  in  the 
council  chambers  of  the  nation. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  his  age  William  C.  DeWitt 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Brooklyn  and  has 
since  been  a  resident  of  the  city,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  four  years.  He  completed  his  liter- 
ary education  in  the  Claverack  Institute  when  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  immediately  afterward  be- 
gan preparation  for  the  bar  as  a  student  in  a  law 
ofifice  in  New  York  city.  In  June,  1861,  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  and  has  since  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  work  of  the  profession.  He  was 
elected  corporation  counsel  of  Brooklyn,  January 
I,  1869,  and  held  that  office  for  six  terms  or  more 
than  thirteen  years,  being  four  times  re-elected 
by  the  unanimous  action  of  the  representatives 
of  both  parties.  In  1872  he  became  active  in  the 
work  of  municipal  reform  and  instituted  and  con- 
ducted legal  procee'^iings  against  the  city  treasurer 
and  his  deputy  for  a  defalcation  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  against  the  tax 
collector  and  his  deputy  for  a  like  amount  of 
abstractions  from  the  public  funds;  against  the 
comptroller  for  alleged  negligence  in  the  sale  of 
municipal  bonds ;  against  the  extravagant  con- 
tracts of  the  department  of  city  works ;  and  against 
the  notorious  robbery  of  the  funds  of  the  board 
of  education.    In  all  these  litigations  he  was  suc- 


cessful, except  in  the  suit  against  Comptroller 
Johnson,  where  the  jury  found  for  the  defendant, 
and  in  the  controversv  over  the  reservoir  con- 
tract,  which  resulted  in  a  compromise  judgment, 
confirmed  by  the  Court  of  appeals.  Nor  did  he 
confine  his  actions  to  the  courts.  He  bore  a  lead- 
ing part  in  the  formation  and  adoption  of  the 
charter  of  Brooklyn ;  he  was  the  author  of  the 
plan  for  the  settlement  of  arrearages  of  taxes  and 
assessments,  and  of  the  act  passed  for  that  pur- 
l)ose  subsequently  taken  up  and  followed  by  Mayor 
Low ;  of  the  act  reorganizing  the  board  of  county 
charities ;  of  the  bill  in  restraint  of  local  improve- 
ments ;  and  of  the  constitutional  amendment 
restraining  the  power  of  municipalities  to  create 
debt  and  taxation,  so  as  to  make  it  impossible  to 
financially  wreck  or  cripple  any  of  the  cities  of 
the   state   in   the   future. 

At  the  bar  Mr.  DeWitt  gained  distinction 
early  in  his  professional  career,  and  his  thorough . 
knowledge  of  all  branches  of  law  has  enabled  him 
to  maintain  a  foremost  position  in  the  ranks  of 
the  legal  fraternity.  He  had  not  long  been  a 
practitioner  when  he  appeared  in  the  Spanish 
murder  cases  and  thereby  he  won  a  celebrity  that 
proved  the  foundation  of  a  very  successful  prac- 
tice. His  most  notable  work  has  been  in  connec- 
tion with  the  reform  litigation  above  alluded  to, 
the  controversy  over  the  Sage  charter,  in  which 
David  Dudley  Field  was  his  adversary ;  the  main- 
tenance  of  the  rules  against  equitable  interference 
with  municipal  taxes  and  assessments;  the  sup- 
port of  the  exemi)tion  clause  of  city  charter ;  and 
the  successful  contest  against  the  Bond  Elevated 
Railway  charter,  in  which  he  was  assigned  the 
leading  position  by  his  associates  against  several 
of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  the  state.  Mr.  DeWitt 
retired  from  the  office  of  corporation  council  in 
Februan%  1882.  His  experience  since  in  private 
practice  has  been  extremely  gratifying.  After  six 
terms  he  had  laid  down  an  office,  one  or  two 
terms  of  which  had  enriched  some  of  his  prede- 
cessors, wnth  a  very  small  fortune,  but  in  eight 
years  of  private  practice  he  doubled  his  resources  . 
and  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  fair  competence. 

Mr.  DeWitt  is  a  fluent,  logical  and  entertain- 
ing speaker  and  his  addresses  on  many  public  oc- 
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tatsions  have  awakened  the  highest  commenda- 
tinn».  arousing  in  his  auditors  the  spirit  which  he 
wished  to  effect  A  book  of  his  speeches  was 
published,  and»  although  the  edition  was  small 
and  was  circulated  only  among  his  friends,  a  copy 
is  now  in  the  Brooklyn  Library,  He  is  ah  es- 
teemed and  valuable  member  of  the  Hamilton 
and  Broddyn  Qubs. 

In  politics  he  has  been  an  unswerving  Demo- 
crat from  the  time  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
was  president  of  the  Democratic  convention  of 
187O9  a  del^^ate  to  the  national  convention  in 
Baltimore  in  1871,  and  was  a  member  of  nearly 
all  of  the  state  conventions  from  1869  until  1877. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  national  Democratic 
conveiyticm  of  1892  and  was  unanimously  chosen 
as  speaker  by  the  del^;ation  from  New  York. 
Among  his  later  public  works  of  great  import- 
ance was  his  labor  in  connection  with  the  annex- 
ation of  Brooklyn  to  New  York  city.  He  served 
as  a  commissioner  on  the  Greater  New  York 
charter,  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  draft, 
and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  revision,  in 
which  work  he  was  associated  with  Hon.  Seth 
Low,  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Tracy,  Judge  John  F. 
Dillon,  Hon.  George  L.  Pinney  and  Hon.  An- 
drew H.  Green.  Mr.  DeWitt  made  the  original 
draft  of  the  Greater  New  York  charter,  which 
was  reported  and  after  some  amendments  was 
adopted.  He  spent  about  three  months  in  prepar- 
ing a  draft.  Mr.  DeWitt  was  the  only  member  of 
the  original  charter  commission  appointed  by 
Governor  Roosevelt  to  serve  on  the  charter  re- 
vision commission,  through  whose  action  the  bor- 
ough system  was  thoroughly  developed,  single- 
headed  departments  restored  and  a  czar — mayor 
with  constant  power  of  removal — provided,  in 
these  respects  restoring  the  charter  substantially 
to  the  draft  made  by  Mr.  DeWitt  at  Long  Beach 
in  the  summer  of  1896. 

He  is  also  author  of  the  borough  system  which, 
while  creating  a  united  city,  yet  divides  it  into 
boroughs  and  local  districts  so  as  to  preserve 
existing  autonomies,  provides  for  home  rule  and 
fosters  neighborhood  feelings.  When  he  was  la- 
boring for  the  adoption  of  the  charter  of  Greater 
Ney  York,  after  speaking  at   length  upon  that 


(^cial  instrttmait,  he  closed  his  address  as  fol* 
lows: 

^'I  have  thus,  in  whcit  and  part,  in  principle 
and  substance,  f rc^n  foundation  to  summit  in  all 
its  structural  features,  presented  in  concise  form 
the  charter  for  Greater  New  York.  My  embattled 
energies  were  at  it  for  eight  long  consecrated 
months.  I  know  it  irom  btffxming  to  end. 
Since  I  have  no  selfish  interest  to  conserve,  I 
think  I  may  speak  of  it  with  freedom  and  with 
pride.  I  shall  not  be  a  candidate  for  any  of  its^ 
offices.  On  the  contrary,  I  shall  be  for  away,  en* 
joying  a  needed  rest  in  foreign  lands  at  the  time 
of  its  inauguration.  I  beseech  my  fellow  citi- 
zens to  confide  the  first  administration  of  the 
charter  exclusively  to  its  friends.  Those  wha 
have  assailed  it,  as  w*ell  as  the  c^)ponents  of  coo- 
solidation,  shotUd  have  the  decency  to  consider 
themselves  ineligible  to  the  first  totns.  No  in- 
telligent pec^le  would^  in  the  first  instance,  con- 
fide so  complex  a  piece  of  medianism  to  those 
who  are  ignorant  of  its  principles,  or  who  have 
declared  it  defective  in  its  parts,  or  whose  repu- 
tations as  prophets  might  be  enhanced  by  its  foil- 
ure.  It  is  due  to  the  comnussion  that  the  charter 
be  tested  by  its  friends. 

"It  is  likewise  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
each  section,  as  it  is  to  the  supreme  municipality, 
that  the  ablest  men  should  be  chosen  to  fill  the 
various  offices.  These  two  requests  being  ob- 
served, the  charter  is  secure. 

"It  is  adequate  to  all  the  emergencies  of  the 
vast  future.  It  is  constructed  not  merelv  for  the 
present,  but  for  many  centuries  to  come.  It  has 
in  it  all  the  virtues  of  existing  charters  and  the 
vices  of  none.  It  will  adapt  itself  to  any  extent 
of  domain  and  to  any  multiple  of  population.  As 
well  with  a  population  of  ten  millions  as  with  a 
population  of  three  millions,  it  will  give  to  each 
neighborhood  the  utmost  care  and  attention,  and 
to  the  imperial  metropolis,  as  a  whole,  the  utmost 
dignity  and  power.  The  form  of  government  for 
Greater  New  York,  it  will  be  the  model  upon 
which  Greater  London  will  be  constructed.  Un- 
der it  the  city  of  New  York  at  one  bound  becomes 
the  mistress  of  the  western  hemisphere  and  the 
second  city  of  the  world.    Let  'it  be  to  you  what 


— J- 


zo 


M-ie 


HISTORY   OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


878 


Athens  was  to  the  Greek.  Rome  to  the  Romans, 
Florence  to  the  Florentine;  what  St.  IVtersburg 
is  to  the  Russian,  Paris  to  the  French,  London 
to  the  EngHsh, — an  object  of  constant  soHcitiule 
and  of  civic  pride.  Preserve  its  honor;  uphold 
its  independence ;  promote  its  greatness. 

"In  all  these  patriotic  aspirations  you  will  find 
the  charter  a  ready  instrument  for  the  l>est  re- 
sults. The  full  year  is  passing  and  in  a  little 
Avhile  the  studied  page  will  he  a  living  reality. 
Upon  that  reality  will  hang  the  hopes,  the  haj)pi- 
ness,  the  prosperity  of  millions  yet  to  be.  In  the 
approaching  dawn  of  the  twentieth  century  the 
majestic  fabric  rises  upon  the  tides  of  time.  As 
I  hail  it  and  bid  it  farewell,  I  fervently  implore 
the  favor  of  Heaven  in  its  behalf,  and  I  confident- 
ly entrust  it  to  the  patriotism  and  the  genius  of 
my  C(nmtrymen."' 

UEXRY  A.  FAIRIIAIRX,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 

On  the  roll  of  eminent  physicians  in  I>rcx)klyn 
^]ipears  the  name  of  Henry  Arnold  Fairbairn,  w-ho 
is  accorded  a  leading  place  in  the  ranks  of  the 
fraternity.    He  was  born  in  Catskill,  New  York, 

^lay  5,  1855,  «^"<l  i*^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  Rg\.  Robert 
ii.  Fairbairn.  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished divines  of  the  IVotcstant  Episcopal 
church,  and  for  a  number  of  vears  warden  of  St. 
Stephens  College.  He  was  a  man  of  marked 
individuality,  a  logical  reasoner.  a  deep  thinker 
anci  a  writer  of  great  force.  The  Doctor's  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Juliet  Arnold,  and  was 
a  native  of  Troy,  New-  York.  She  died  in  1893, 
at  tlie  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  William  Fair- 
bairn, who  was  born  in  Cross  Mats,  St.  P)Oswell 
parish.  Scotland,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia  in 
1796. 

KndowTd  by  nature  with  a  strong  mentality 
and  surrounded  by  the  refining  influences  of  a 
<^ultured  home,  Henry  Arnold  Fairbairn  was  cer- 
tainlv  fortunate  in  his  earlv  environment.  Rut 
environment  exclusively  does  not  make  the  man : 
his  position  in  life  must  depend  upon  innate  char- 
acter and  the  improvement  he  makes  of  his  oppor- 
tunities, and  in  these  lines  the  Doctor  has  not 


been  found  lacking.  He  was  educated  in  the  par- 
ish school  of  Annandale,  New  York,  and  at  St. 
Stephen's  College,  where  he  won  several  prizes  in 
ethics,  Hellenistic  Greek  and  other  branches,  and 
was  graduated  "secundus'*  in  the  class  of  1875, 
receiving  the  degree  of  B.  A.,  and  in  due  time  of 
A.  M.  During  the  two  years  after  graduation  he 
was  a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Virginia,  where  he  graduated  w4th 
distinction  in  1877,  and  was  also  graduated  at  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  .Surgeons  of  New  York, 
with  the  class  of  1878.  Soon  after  securing  his 
degree  he  located  in  Kingston,  New  York,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
the  following  autumn,  when  he  removed  to  Brook- 
lyn. Here  he  has  since  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucra- 
tive patronage  and  consulting  practice.  He  has 
been  a  close,  earnest  and  discriminating  student 
of  the  science  of  medicine,  his  knowledge  thereof 
being  broad  and  accurate.  His  private  practice 
has  been  large,  and  he  has  also  served  as  attend- 
ing physician  at  St.  John's  Episcopal  Hospital 
since  1880.  and  as  the  president  of  the  staflF  for 
three  years.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  at- 
tending and  consulting  j^hysician  at  the  Hebrew 
C^rphan  Asylum.  He  cared  for  nearly  three  hun- 
ched soldiers,  patients  in  St.  John's  Hospital, 
(lurine:  the  Spanish- American  war. 

In  1900- 190 1  Dr.  Fairbairn  was  elected  vice- 
])resident  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Kings.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  American 
Academy  of  ]\Iedicine,  the  New  York  State  Medi- 
cal Society,  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine, 
the  Brooklyn  Pathological  Society,  the  Physi- 
cians' Mutual  Aid  Association  of  New  York,  the 
^ledical  Club  of  Brooklvn,  is  a  life  fellow  of  the 
Societv  of  Science,  Letters  and  Art  of  London, 
England,  and  is  associate  member  of  the  Victoria 
Institute  of  London.  He  is  the  author  of  the  vol- 
ume entitled  College  Warden,  w^hich  is  a  char- 
acter study  of  his  father,  and  he  is  also  the  author 
of  numerous  monograph  pamphlets  and  papers  of 
a  professional  nature.  His  writings  are  clear  and 
concise,  presenting  his  subjects  forcibly. 

The  Doctor  was  married  February  7,  1888,  to 
Miss  .Mice  Le  Fevrc,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Peter 
E.  Le  Fevre.  and  thev  have  had  four  children, — 
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Robert  Le  Fevre,  Ruth,  Russell  Amcdd  and  Agnes 
Lathers.  He  and  his  &mily  are  members  of  the 
Ghnrdi  of  the  Good  Shq>herd9  and  he  is  a  mem^ 
>er  of  the  committee  of  the  Chmx:h  Charity 
Fomidation  and  of  the  Church  Qub  of  the  Dio- 
cese of  Long  Island,  also  a  trustee  of  St  Stephen's 
CoU^;e.  He  stands  to-day  as  pne  of  the  honored 
physicians  of  Brooklyn,  having  gained  promi* 
nence  in  a  profession  which  is  second  to  none  of 
the  higher  calfings  to  which  man  devotes  his  en- 


THE  LEFFERTS  FAMILY. 

< 

Anumg  the  many  families  of  prominence 
whose  names  are  inseparably  connected  and  asso- 
ciated with  Long  Island  from  its  early  history  to 
the  present  day  is  the  Lefferts  family,  a  family 
conspiaious  for  its  men  of  sterling  prdsity  and  in- 
ti^ty,  eminent  in  social  and  political  stations, 
active  and  public  spirited,  both  in  church  and  state 
aflEairs,  and  whose  women  have  also  brought  the 
nanu^  into  deserved  notice.  There  are,  in  fact, 
few«  if  any,  of  the  old  Dutch  settlers  and  their  de*. 
scendahts  on  tlie  island  whose  ri^t  to  especial 
mention,  by  reason  of  family  worth,  is  more  widely 
recognized  or  more  extensively  and  cordially  con- 
ceded. The  family  is  a  large  one.  Many  branches 
make  it  possible  to  wrijte  very  little  of  what  would 
only  be  possible  of  publication  in  a  large  volume, 
or,  in  fact,  volumes.  From  the  Long  Island  home 
have  gone  out  many,  who  have  founded  homes  in 
Manhattan,  in  New  Jersey,  in  Pennsylvania  and 
in  various  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  name 
is  conspicuous  upon  the  Kings  county  bench,  at 
its  bar,  in  banking  and  financial  circles,  in  the  his- 
torv  of  the  old  Dutch  church  in  Flatbush,  a  land- 
mark  cherished  and  honored  because  of  its  early 
and  unbroken  records  and  traditions ;  it  was  promi- 
nent in  Revolutionary  davs  and  has  been  ever  since 
and  still  is  intimately  associated  with  the  very 
island  itself. 

Even  if  other  families  take  precedence  by  a 
decade  or  two  of  earlier  residence,  the  Lefferts 
family  dates  back  to  1660,  when  the  original  an- 
cestor, Leffert  I'ietersen  (or  Peter  Lefferts)  Emi- 
grated from  pranghwort  or  Haughwert,  a  village 


one  and  a  half  hours  north  of  Hoom  in  the  pr< 
ince  of  North  Holland,  and  settled  in  Midwont 
Midwood,   afterward   most  ill-advisedly   call 
Flatbush,  on  Long  Island.    He  seems  (from 
Documentary  History  of  New  York,  vdltune 
in  1675,  to  have  been  assessed  for  one  pole, 
horses,  four  cows  and  calves  and  seventeen 
gens  of  land,  and,  in.  subsequent  years,  fomr 
considerably  larger  increase.    He  appears  on 
letters  patent  for  New  Lots,  signed  by  Gove 
Andros,  March  28,  1677,  and  was  prominenib 
many  ways  in  those  days. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  sketch  to  do  mcHre 
to  briefly  mention  a  few  of  those  whose 
especially  stand  out  and  deserve  recognition 
this  family  for  their  characteristics  and 
ments.    Amc»ig  such  was  Leffert  Lefferts, 
married,  August  5,  1746,  Dorothy,  daughter 
John  Cowenhoven,  and  who  as  xxmaty  clerk  t 
charge  of  the  county  and  the  town  records,  w 
were  afterward  tal^n  from  his  house  by  his 
sistant,  John  Rapelye,  and  the  house  itself 
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pied  by  General  Gray  during  the  British  occu- 
tion.    He  left  a  large  family,  among  diem  Ju 
I-effert  Lefferts,  bom  April  12,  1774,  who  gra 
ated  at  Columbia  College,  May  7,  1794,  and 

studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Egbert  Bens 
After  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  appointed  cl 
of  Kings  county   (which  appointment  had 
been  held  by  his  father),  and  he  subsequer 
nnsiiccessfnlly  ran  for  congress.    In  1823  he  "■ 
appointed  judge  of  Kings  county  as  successoa 
Judge  William  Furman.    He  was  a  man  hono* 
for  his  integrity  ^id  great  business  aptitude, 
Accomplished  much  for  Brooklyn.    In  1822  he 
in  the  movement  for  the  establishment  of  a 
instittited  on  the  firmest  basis,  greatly  neede 
the  time  in  Brooklyn,  and  which  resulted  in 
ing  the  charter  tor  the  Long  Island  Bank  in  i 
of  which  he  was  elected  the  first  president, 
bank  exerted  great  influence  upon  the  prosp^ 
of  the  city,  and  this  was  due  in  a  large  degrc 
his  progressive  yet  conservative  methods  of  t) 
ness.      He  resigned  the  presidency  in   1846- 
cause  of  the  infirmities  of  age.     He  was  a 
tleman  of  much  courtesy  of  manner,  shrewd 
mon  sense,  excellent  judgment,  and  was  ur» 
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sally  popular.  He  died  March  22,  1847,  leaving 
an  only  child,  Elizabeth,  who  married  J.  Carson 
Brevoort,  whose  spacious  home  in  Brooklyn,  at 
v;hat  is  now  the  corner  of  Bedford  avenue  and 
Brevoort  place,  comprised  a  large  block  of  land 
and  was  for  manv  vears  the  resort  of  celebrated 
men  and  refined  women.  Mr.  Brevoort,  w^ho  w^as 
born  in  New  York  in  1818,  died  in  Brooklyn  in 
1S87.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  great  literary  taste 
and  culture,  a  lover  of  books  and  of  literary  peo- 
ple, and  a  prince  among  entertainers.  At  dif- 
feicnt  times  during  his  life  he  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Astor  Library,  president  of  the 
Long  Island  Historical  Society,  and  regent  of 
the  Universitv  of  New  York.  His  home  was  the 
scene  of  many  brilliant  assemblies,  and  the  mem- 
orv  of  the  old  house,  and  all  that  it  was  and  had 
been,  and  which  but  a  few  years  since  disappeared 
bv  reason  of  the  encroachments  of  the  citv,  is 
still  fresh  and  vivid  in  the  minds  of  manv  vet 
living. 

Many  of  the  Left'erts  family  resided  in  what 
was  then  called  Bedford,  the  junction  of  the  old 
Clove  road  and  Jamaica  turni)ike,  and  in  fact  the 
three  corners  of  these  old  highways  in  earlier 
days  were  respectively  occuj^ied  at  the  same  time 
by  one  of  the  name,  and  all  of  them  well  known. 
It  is  but  a  few*  years  since  the  Lcfferts  residence 
there  was  torn  down. 

Another  scion  of  the  family,  one  whose  fame 
extended  far  beyond  the  confines  of  Lon,^  Island, 
was  Marshall  Lefferts,  son  of  LefFert  Leflferts, 
a  kinsman  of  Judge  Leffert  Leflferts  above  men- 
tioned.  ^larshall  Lefi'erts  was  born  at  Bedford 
Comers,  January  15,  1821,  and  after  a  varied 
experience  as  a  civil  engineer  became  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Morewood  &  Company,  importers, 
New  York.  In  iS^c)  he  became  president  of  the 
New  York,  New  England  &  New  York  State 
Telegraph  Companies,  and  left  that  office  in  i860 
to  perfect  some  telegraphic  improvements,  which 
were  afterward  p^itented  and  put  into  successful 
Oi>eration.  His  electrical  researches  w-ere,  how- 
e>'er,  interrupted  by  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war.  In  185 1  he  had  joined  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment, National  Guard,  New  York,  as  a  private, 
and  he  became  its  lieutenant-colonel  the  follow- 


ing year,  and  colonel  in  1859.  In  1861  the  regi- 
ment, under  his  command,  left  for  the  front.  It 
volunteered  again  in  1862  and  1863.  In  the  lat- 
ter year  it  was  stationed  in  Maryland,  and  re- 
turned to  New  York  for  duty  in  the  draft  riots 
of  Tiilv  in  that  vear.  Colonel  Leflferts  became  con- 
nected  with  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, which  had  purchased  most  of  his  patents 
and  put  them  in  operation,  and  in  1867  he  organ- 
ized its  commercial  news  department,  and  in  1869 
b(!came  president  of  the  Gold  and  Stock  Tele- 
gTa[)h  Company.  He  died  suddenly,  July  3,  1876, 
on  a  railway  train  while  en  route  with  the  veteran 
corps  of  the  Seventh  Regiment,  of  which  he  was 
commander,  to  join  the  Centennial  Fourth  of  July 
parade  in  Philadelphia. 

Piis  eldest  son.  Dr.  George  Morewood  Leflferts, 
who  was  born  in  Brooklyn  February  24,  1846, 
was  educated  for  the  medical  profession,  gradu- 
ating at  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  in  1870,  and  thereafter  studying  in 
Vienna.  In  1873  ^"^^  settled  in  practice  in  New 
York,  making  a  specialty  of  diseases  of  the  throat. 
He  became  professor  of  laryngology  in  the  New 
York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  In 
his  own  branch  he  stands  at  the  head  of  American 
specialists,  while  his  many  contributions  to  medi- 
cal literature  have  won  for  him  a  widespread 
recognition  in  m.edical  circles  all  over  the  world. 

Ii  the  original  ancestor  of  the  Leflferts  family 
settled  at  Flatbush,  the  name  did  not  disappear 
initil  his  death.  The  names  of  Flatbush  and  Lef- 
ferts go  together.  The  old  homestead,  of  which 
a  [)icture  is  s(*en  on  page  324  of  the  first  volume, 
is  both  picturesque  and  historic.  Letters  patent 
for  the  site  upon  which  it  stands  were  granted  to 
a  Lefferts  by  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  this  treasured  document 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family.  The  home- 
stead dates  back  to  a  period  before  the  Revolution. 
It  was  partially  destroyed  by  the  British  at  the 
battle  of  Long  Island,  but  was  afterward  rebuilt. 
It  was  the  home  of  John  Leflferts,  born  December 
T4,  T785,  and  who  died  there  September  18,  1829. 
He  married,  June  3,  1823,  Maria  Lett  Leflferts, 
of  New  Utrecht.  Mr.  Leflferts  owned  and  culti- 
vated a  large  tract  of  land  in  Flatbush.    He  was 
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highly  respected,  of  excellent  judgment  and  fine 
ability,  and  he  held  many  tnq>ortant  offices  of 
trast.  From  October,  1811,  to  September,  1813, 
he  was  county  treasurer.  He  was  elected  to  con- 
gress in  1813,  and  a  member  of  the  a»istitiitional 
convention  of  the  state  of  New  Yoric  in  1821,  and 
Irani  1821  to  1826  he  was  a  member  of  the  state 
senate.  He  was  usually  known  as  Senator  John, 
to  distinguish  him  from  others  of  the  same  name 
HI  the  county.  "Unswerving  honesty,  upright- 
ness and  strict  int^;rity  characterized  his  public 
and  private  life,  and  by  his  early  death  not  only 
was  his  immediate  family  bereaved  in  the  loss 
of  an  affectionate  husband  and  father,  but  the 
Dutch  church  also  lost  oi\e  of  its  most  active  mem- 
bers, and  the  county  a  noble  ^and  public-spirited 
ptizen." 

His  only  childrto  are  the  next  two  subjects 
in  this  sketch. 

John  LefFerts,  his  son,  was  bom  August  12, 
1826,  and  resided  in  the  homestead  until  the  day 
©f  his  death,  whidi  occurred  April  18,  1893.  For 
ipany  years  Mr.  John  Lefferts  exerted  the  greatest 
possible  influence  for  good  upon  Flatbush  and 
Brooklyn.  He  was  a  tall,  handsome  man,  with 
the  strongest  personality.  His  character  was 
above  all  reproach.  Tn  domestic  life  he  was  a 
modei  husband  and  father,  and  most  public  spir- 
ited in  daily  affairs.  He  was  ever  active  in  the 
old  Dutch  church  in  Flatbush,  and  was  elected 
at  different  times  to  its  offices  of  clerk,  deacon 
and  elder.  He  gave  the  site  for  the  Grace  mem- 
orial chapel,  at  the  corner  of  Lincoln  road  and 
Bedford  avenue,  and  was  a  most  liberal  contrib- 
utor to  thr-  Sunday-school  building  and  the  chapel 
as  well.  His  sympathies  went  out  to  the  poor 
and  the  struggling,  and  many,  white  and  colored 
alike,  will  testify  to  his  unfailing  charity,  his 
great  kindliness  of  heart  and  his  ready  aid  in  all 
times  of  distress  and  sorrow.  Mr.  Lefferts  was 
identified  as  director  and  trustee  with  many  busi- 
ness corporations,  such  as  the  Brooklyn  Bank, 
the  Long  Island  Insurance  Company.  Long  Island 
Loan  and  Trust  Company,  Flatbush  Gas  Com- 
pany, r~latbush  Water  Works  Company  and 
Brooklyn  Safety  Deposit  Company.  He  was  also 
one  oi  the  board  of  direction  of  the  General  Svnod 


of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  which  con- 
trols and  manages  the  finances  of  the  churdi,  and 
was  a  man  of  unusual  business  acumen  and  keen 
business  judgment.  His  death  was  deeply  de- 
plored by  the  community.  His  eldest  son,  John 
lefferts,  Jr.,  is  a  prominent  lawyer  in  Brooklyn, 
of  the  firm  of  Sutphen  &  Leflferts. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Lefferts  Vanderbilt,  sister  of 
Mr.  Lefferts,  lived  all  her  life  in  Flatbush,.  and 
murii  of  the  time  immediately  oiqx)site  the  <dd 
Lefferts  homestead,  in  a  spacious  and  attfactiTe 
residence  of  her  own.  She  wa3  also  a  noted  diar- 
acter  on  Long  Island  and  has  done  as  much,  if 
not  more,  than  any  one  else  to  preserve  its 
tory  in  lasting  form.  Her  recent  book,  "The 
tory  of  Flatbush,*'  is  an  accepted  authority,  and 
is  as  delightfully  entertaining  as  it  is  accurate 
and  reliable.  She,  too^  was  closdy  allied  to  all 
the  religious  life  of  the  place,  especially  from  the 
Dutch  standpoint,  and  was  a  most  active  worker* 
But  it  was  in  the  Industrial  School  and  Home  for 
Destitute  Childroi  of  Brooklyn  where  her  greatest 
activities  were  for  over  tfiirty-four  yeal^  daily 
expended.  Here  she  was  easily  the  leader 
many  talented  and  energetic  women,  and ' 
niemory  is  held  by  them  all  in  loving  esteem 
as  worthy  of  their  emulation.  She  died  Janua 
5,  IQ02.  Mrs.  Vanderbilt  was  the  widow  of  Hon 
John  \^anderbilt,  of  the  celebrated  old  law  fi 
of  Lott,  Murphy  &  Vanderbilt,  of  which  M 
Lott  was  a  member  of  the  court  of  appeals,  M 
Murjihy  United  States  minister  to  Holland,  an( 
M'*.  Vanderbilt  first  judge  of  the  court  of  com 
nion  pleas  of  Kings  county. 

TAMES  A.  SPERRY. 


Among  the  active  newspaper  men  of  B 
lyn  is  to  be  mentioned  James  A.  Sperry,  one  of  t 
proprietors  of  the  "Brooklyn  Times."     He  w; 
born  in  New  York  city,  August  6,  1849.    ^^  ^8 
he  became  connected  with  the  paper  in  the 
pacity  of  city  editor,  and  in  1896  he  acquired 
financial  interest  in  it.    He  is  recognized  as  one 
the  capable  men  in  the  profession,  and  his  a 
vancement  is  due  to  natural  aptitude,  as  well 
to  his  energy,  determination  and  close  applicati 


HISTORY   OF   LONG   ISLAND. 


877 


to  the  business  to  which  he  devotes  himself  with 
unaffected  loyalty  and  enthusiasm. 

He  was  among  the  earliest  and  most  earnest 
advocates  of  the  bridge  connecting  Brooklyn  and 
New  York,  and  was  one  of  the  first  commission- 
ers. In  his  official  capacity,  and  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  journal  with  which  he  is  connected, 
he  was  greatly  instrumental  in  forwarding  the 
building  project  to  completion.  He  is  a  director 
in  the  Nassau  Trust  Company,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Bushwick  Club  and  of  the. Hanover  Club; 
he  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  latter  named, 
and  he  has  served  for  two  years  as  its  president. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Sperry  was  married,  June  3,  1879,  ^^  Miss 
Emily  Peters,  a  daughter  of  Bernard  Peters,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  ''Brooklyn  Times." 

HENRY    C.  M.  IXGRAHAM. 

Henry  C.  M.  Ingraham.  lawyer,  of  16  Court 
street,  Brooklyn,  has  not  only  attained  to  a  fore- 
most place  in  the  ranks  of  the  legal  profession, 
reqognized  by  signal  honors  conferred  upon  him 
by  his  associates,  but  he  has  also  rendered  emin- 
ently useful  service  in  educational  affairs,  and  has 
been  called  to  high  positions  in  various  j)rominent 
educational  institutions. 

The  Ingraham  ancestors  from  whom  he  is 
descended  were  among  the  early  colonists  who 
came  to  Massachusetts  to  enjoy  religious  free- 
dom. Upon  the  division  of  that  colony  they  re- 
moved to  Rhode  Island,  settling  at  Bristol.  A  de- 
scendant, George  Ingraham.  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Dutchess  count v.  New  York.  His  son 
and  namesake,  George  (born  at  Bristol,  Rhode 
Island),  became  one  of  the  most  active  and  use- 
ful citizens  of  that  region,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  Amenia  Seminary,  at  Amenia,  where 
he  had  made  his  home.  The  latter  named,  George 
Ingiaham,  married  Mary  Michelle,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  city.  Her  father,  a  French  West 
Indiaman.  had  settled  there  at  an  early  day,  after- 
ward returning  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he 
died ;  after  his  death  his  widow,  who  had  remar- 
ried in  New  York  city,  after  being  again  wid- 
owed, became  the  second  wife  of  the  first  named 


George  Ingraham.  At  Amenia,  New  York,  were 
born  to  George  and  Mary  (Michelle)  Ingraham 
nine  children,  and  of  this  family  there  are  now 
living  three  sons,  Richard,  William  M.,  Henry 
C.  M.,  and  one  daughter,  Jane  A.  S.  Ingraham, 
the  latter  named  being  unmarried,  w^hose  resi- 
dence is  in  Brooklyn. 

Henry  C.  M.  Ingraham  was  the  youngest  of 
three  brothers  last  named,  and  through  the  two 
marri&ges  of  his  grandfather,  George  Ingraham, 
he  had  two  grandmothers  of  the  same  family 
name.  He  was  born  at  Amenia.  New  York,  Mav 
2,  1838.  He  was  educated  at  Amenia  Seminary 
and  at  the  Wesleyan  University,  being  gradu- 
ated at  the  latter  named  institution  in  1864.  ^oV 
lowing  after  his  brothers,  who  had  entered  the 
legal  profession,  he  engaged  in  the  study  of  law, 
and  so  assiduously  that  a  year  later,  in  1865,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  at  once  entered 
upon  practice  and  soon  gathered  about  him  a 
large  and  influential  clientele  to  whom  his  serv- 
ices became  widely  useful,  particularly  in  the 
fields  of  real-estate  and  equity  practice,  for  which 
he  developed  a  peculiar  aptitude  and  in  which  he 
was  eminently  successful.  Perhaps  the  highest 
acknowledgment  of  his  professional  attainments 
is  afforded  by  the  honors  conferred  upon  him  by 
his  professional  associates,  who  three  times  suc- 
cessively elected  him  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Brooklyn  Bar  Association,  and  the  appellate  di- 
vision of  the  second  department  of  the  supreme 
court  also  made  him  the  now  serving  chairman  of 
the  committee  charged  with  investigation  of  the 
moral  character  of  applicants  for  admission  to  the 
bar.  Another  high  testimonial  to  his  ability  ap- 
pears in  his  appointment  as  counsel  for  the  new 
Brooklyn  bridge  at  the  inception  of  the  enter- 
prise, a  position  which  he  occupied  until  1898, 
and  he  was  peculiarly  useful  during  the  troublous 
times  when  all  manner  of  objection  and  obstruc- 
tion confronted  the  projectors  of  the  undertak- 
ing, now  amply  vindicated  in  the  estimation  of 
the  entire  population  of  both  New  York  city  and 
of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Ingraham  now  devotes  his  at- 
tention solely  to  his  personal  practice,  and  he  has 
habitually  declined  to  turn  aside  from  it  to  accept 
any  political  position. 
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Mr.  Ingraham  has  long  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Summerfield  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  is  particularly  devoted  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  educational  purposes  of  that  denom- 
ination. He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Wesleyan  Univer- 
sity and  of  the  Pekin  (China)  University,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  education  institued 
by  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  His 
social  affiliations  have  been  with  the  Union  Lea- 
gue and  the  Hamilton  Club  of  Brooklyn. 

September  3,  1873,  ^Ir.  Ingraham  married 
^liss  Winifred  Andrews,  daughter  of  the  late 
Rev.  Edward  G.  Andrews,  a  bishop  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  now  residing  at  New 
York  city,  and  a  niece  of  the  Hon.  Charles  An- 
drew\s,  formerly  chief  justice  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals of  the  state  of  New  York.  Nine  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage,  of  whom  seven  are 
living — Henry  A.,  Edward  A.,  Olin,  Edith, 
Ruth,  Grace  and  ]\Iark  H.  Ingraham. 

CHARLES  LOUIS   PHIPPS. 

As  the  late  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Queens, 
Charles  L.  Phipps  will  stand  out  promiYiently  in 
the  history  of  that  section  of  Long  Island.  The 
previous  holders  of  that  honorable  office  included 
many  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  county,  men 
of  more  than  ordinary  prominence  in  the  history 
of  Otieens  and  several  prominent  in  state  affairs. 
To  close  tliis  long  list  of  distinguished  men  was 
in  itself  no  small  honor,  and  to  bring  the  office 
to  a  termination  with  a  reputation  as  exalted  for 
integrity,  financial  ability  and  personal  popularity 
as  tliat  enjoyed  by  many  of  his  noted  predeces- 
sors is  one  of  the  incidents  in  a  man's  career  of 
which  lie  has  every  reason  to  feel  proud,  although 
personal  ])ri(le  may  not  be  one  of  his  character- 
istics ;  and  it  is  a  ])ri(le  that  may  well  be  sliared 
by  liis  family  and  descendants. 

Charles  Louis  Phipps  was  born  in  Rochester, 
New  ^'(^rk.  Xoveniber  17,  tS^t.  W'lien  he  was 
a  mere  ])oy  his  parents  removed  to  Brooklyn  and 
he  attended  the  public  scIk^oIs  of  this  city,  as 
well  as  the  Polytechnic  Institute.     He  completed 


his  studies  at  the  Highland  ^lilitary  Academy, 
of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1869.    Determining  upon 
a  business  career,  he  then  entered  the  establish- 
ment of  Spellman  Brothers,  and  in  1873  became 
connected  with  the  Henry  B.  Newhall  Company, 
from  which  he  retired  in  1896.    Mr.  Phipps  has 
for  many  years  taken  a  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs,  and  in  every  capacity  in  which  he  has 
been  called  to  serve  has  added  to  his  honorable 
record.     He  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention  of  1894,  and  in  the  business  of  that 
important  body  distinguished  himself  by  his  prac- 
tical ideas,  his  strong  conservatism  and  his  de- 
sire to  attain  valuable  results  with  as  little  red 
tape  as  possible.    The  same  qualities  marked  his 
membershij)    in  the  state  board  of  mediation  and 
arbitration,  to  which  body  he  w'as  appointed  by 
Governor  Morton,  and  of  which  he  was  the  pres- 
ident until  his  resignation  to  assume  the  cluties 
to  which  he  had  been  elected  in  his  own  county. 
In  1896  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Queens  coun- 
ty, in  which  he  served  with  administrative  ability 
and  a  personal  integrity  that  undoubtedly  would 
have  continued  him  in  office  for  many  years  but 
for  the  Greater  New  York  charter  and  consoli- 
dation, which  abolished  the  office  of  treasurer  of 
Queens   county   and   imposed   its   duties  on  the 
comptroller  of  the  Greater   New^   York.     As  it 
was,  however,   ]\lr.   Phipps  was  not  allowed  to 
retire  to  private  life  but  was  retained  by  Comp- 
troller Coler  to  aid  in  the  adjustment  of  matters 
arising  out   of   consolidation,   in   which  position 
his  services  were  of  the  greatest  value  by  rea- 
son of  his  intimate  knowdedge  of  the  finances  of 
the  county. 

In  1875  Mr.  Phipps  married  Alice  Rhame.  a 
daughter  of  SanmeJ  S.  Rhame,  of  East  Rocka- 
way.  Thev  have  three  children — Kate  Rhame. 
Charles  Ikdding  and  Howard  ^Morton.  The  fam- 
ily ir.aintain  their  residence  at  East  Rockaway. 
Nassau  county.  Long  Island.  In  Freemasonry 
Mr.  Phi])ps  has  long  been  very  prominent.  He 
has  been  master  of  Morton  Lodge,  No.  ^>3'  ^ 
Hempstead,  and  was  chosen  by  Grand  Master 
Slierer  as  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the 
first   Masonic  district,  including  the  counties  of 
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and  Suffolk.  He  is  a  thirty-second-de- 
ottish-rite  j\Iason  and  a  noble  of  the  Mys- 
ine,  being  a  member  of  Kismet  Temple, 
dso  a  popular  member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 

the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 

a  number  of  other  social  organizations, 
lis  youth  he  has  been  a  member  of  Ply- 
zhurch,  Brooklyn,  and  esteems  among  the 

of  the  priveleges  of  his  life  a  close,  per- 
icndship  with  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher. 
y  circle  in  which  he  is  known  Mr.  Phipps 
ly  respected  for  his  personal  qualities,  his 
disposition  and  the  high  sense  of  public 
hich  seems  to  inspire  all  his  actions.  He 
ven  himself  a  good  citizen,  a  firm  friend 
man  to  be  relied  upon  m  every  relation, 
s  of  adversity  as  well  as  in  seasons  of 
ity. 

THE    PUTNAM    FAMILY. 

nearly  three  centuries  the  name  of  Put- 
s  been  closelv  interwoven  with  American 

particularly  that  of  Xew  England,  and 
lily  has  been  represented  by  those  who 
rne  an  illustrious  part  in  all  vocations -and 
3nts  which  contribute  to  the  upbuilding 
ty  and  the  maintenance  of  its  best  govem- 
and  social  institutions. 
1  Putnam,  born  in  Buckingham.  England, 
,  emigrated  to  America  in  1634,  among 
ly  Massachusetts  colonists,  and  died  at 
n  1662.  He  was  the  father  of  three  sons : 
5,  who  was  born  in  16 18,  and  died  in 
Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  162 1  and  died 
►  ;  and  John,  who  was  born  in  1628  and 
1722.  General  Israel  Putnam,  the  gallant 
and  unswerving  patriot  who  served  con- 
sly  throughout  the  Revolutionary  war, 
lose  courageous  conduct  at  the  battle  of 

Hill  would  alone  have  immortalized  him, 
escendant  of  Thomas  Putnam, 
iianicl,  second  son  of  John  Putnam,  the 
•  of  the  family,  had  four  sons :    Nathaniel, 

IS  born  in  1655  ^i"^  ^^^^^^  i"  ^^5  '"  J^hn, 
,s  born  in  1657  and  died  in  1722;  Joseph, 
s  born  in  1659  and  died  in  1723  :  and  Ben- 


jamin, who  was  born  in  1664  and  died  in  1714. 
He  became  the  father  of  the  following  named: 
Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  1686  and  died  in 
1754;  Tarrant,  who  was  born  in  1688  and  died 
in  1723 ;  Benjamin,  who  was  born  in  1692  and 
died  in  1744;  Stephen,  born  in  1694;  and  Cor- 
nelius, born  in  1702.  Of  this  family,  Nathaniel^ 
the  first  born,  reared  the  following  named  chil- 
dren:  Jacob,  who  was  born  in  1712;  Nathaniel,, 
who  was  born  in  1714;  Archelaus,  who  was  born 
in  1 718,  and  died  in  1754;  Ephraim,  who  was 
born  in  1720,  and  Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in 
1724.  The  line  was  perpetuated  through  Arch- 
elaus, whose  children  were  Archelaus,  who  was 
born  in  1740  and  died  in  1800;  Ephraim,  born 
in  1744;  Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  1746,  and 
died  in  1800 :  and  Jacob,  born  in  1749.  The  third 
son,  Nathaniel,  was  the  father  of  two  children : 
Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  1794,  and  Archelaus, 
who  was  born  in  1787  and  died  in  1818.  Nathan- 
iel's death  occurred  in  1849.  His  children  were: 
Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  1796,  and  died  the 
following  year ;  Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in  1802 ; 
Franklin,  who  was  born  in  1807;  and  William^ 
wlio  was  born  in  1818,  and  died  in  1819. 

Of  the  latter  named  family,  two  of  the  sons 
lived  to  extreme  age, — Nathaniel  and  Franklin; 
both  died  in  1886,  the  former  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
The  oldest  son,  Nathaniel,  was  born  at  Dan  vers 
(now  Peabody),  Massachusetts,  and  in  early  life 
became  a  sailor.  By  the  time  he  had  attained  his 
majority  he  was  the  mate  of  a  vessel,  and  two 
vears  later  he  was  a  captain.  For  several  years 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  Gordon  &  Talbert,  and 
he  subsequently  became  a  ship  owner  and  con- 
ducted an  extensive  marine  business  on  his  own 
account.  In  1844  he  abandoned  a  seafaring  life 
and  took  up  land  pursuits  allied  with  maritime 
affairs.  I'or  some  years  he  was  connected  with 
the  Atlantic  Mutual  -Marine  Insurance  Company. 
He  was  recognized  as  an  expert  authority  on 
marme  insurance,  and  his  approval  of  an  appli- 
cation was  invariably  deemed  sufficient  authority 
for  the  issuance  of  a  policy.  In  this  and  kindred 
matters,  pertaining  to  shipping  concerns  his 
opinion  was  frequently  sought  by  large  ship-own- 
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crs  and  underwriters,  and  was  alwavs  received 
with  implicit  confidence.  At  a  later  day  he  lived 
in  comparative  retirement.  Upon  leaving  the  sea 
he  married  Abigail  Devereiix  Putnam,  a  descend- 
ant of  his  own  ancestor,  John  Putnam,  the  founder 
of  the  family,  through  the  third  son  and  name- 
sake. She  was  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Dever- 
cux  who  came  early  to  this  country  and  settled  on 
Marblehead  Neck  and  whose  romantic  history  is 
so  charmingly  told  by  Mary  Devereux  in  her  his- 
torical novel,  "From  Kingdom  and  Colony." 
Captain  Putnam  took  up  his  residence  in  Brook- 
Ivn,  where  four  children  were  added  in  his  family: 
Nathaniel  Devereux  and  William  Allen,  both  of 
whom  are  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  Abigail  Matilda,  who  married  David  M. 
Morrison,  president  of  the  Washington  Trust 
Company,  of  New  York;  and  Henry  Rice  Put- 
nam, who  married  Louise  Kellogg  Day,  of  Eliza- 
beth, New  Jersey.  To  the  latter  named  were  born 
two  children,  Henry  Rice,  Jr.,  and  Louise  Day, 
and  their  family  home  is  in  Pasadena,  California. 

THE  STRYKER  FAMILY. 

Jan  Slryker  was  born  in  1615,  and  died  about 
1697.  He  emigrated  from  Ruinen,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Dutch  Holland,  in  1652,  resided  first  in 
New  Amsterdam  (  Xew  York),  but  soon  removed 
to  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Flatbush, 
Lonrr  Island,  where  he  served  as  a  magistrate  al- 
most continuously  between  1654  and  1673.  He 
was  married  three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Lam- 
nientie  Seabiiirht,  and  thev  were  married  in  Hoi- 
land.  His  second  wife  was  Swantie  Jansen, 
widow  (f  (.'ornelius  De  Potter,  of  llrooklyn.  New 
York.  They  were  married  April  2,  1679.  His 
third  wife  was  Tucntie  F'unis,  widow  of  Jacob 
Hcllakcrs,  alias  Swart,  of  (iravesend.  Long  Isl- 
and, but  who  had  removed  to  and  built  the  first 
house  m  Xew  I'trecht.  The  following  is  the 
record  of  his  cliildren :  Altie  was  married  Alay 
2C\  \()()0,  to  /vbraham  I'rickerhoff,  of  Flatlands, 
who  in  1714  was  a  dcnani  in  the  clnirch.  Their 
(ksrcndaiUs  settled  in  i'lnshing.  Long  Island, 
laniietiie  married  Cornelius  Janse  1  Berrien,  of 
Fhishing,  Long  Ivland.  anrl  after  his  death  mar- 


ried Hendricke  \'on  Planck,  of  Flatbush,  Long 
Island.  Their  descendants  live  at  Flushing  and 
Newtown,  Long  Island,  and  New  York.  Garret 
was  married  December  25,  1683,  to  St\-ntie  Dor- 
lant,  daughter  of  Garret  Dorlant.  He  was  high 
sheriff  of  Kings  county  in  1686,  and  subsequently- 
settled  in  New  jersey,  where  his  descendants  still 
live.  Angenietie  or  Agnes  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband,  to  whom  she  was  married  April 
2S,  i(>S^h  was  Claes  Fyson.  who  died  prior  to  1659. 
Her  second  husband  was  Cornelius  Boomgaret 
(afterward  called  Bogart),  of  New  Lots.  They 
remo\ed  to  Hackensack,  New  Jersey,  and  their 
descendants  live  in  that  state.  Hendrick  was  mar- 
ried February  16,  1687,  to  Catherine  Huvse. 
Evtie  (Ida)  married  Stoflfel  Probasco,  of  Xew 
Lots,  and  their  descendants  reside  at  New  Lots, 
Wallabout  and  Gravesend.  Peter  was  married 
May  20,  168 1,  to  Annetie  Barensee,  who  died  in 
1717.  He  resided  in  Flatbush,  Long  Island,  and 
was  patentee  under  Duggans  patent  for  that  town. 
He  had  ten  children,  some  of  whom  died  young, 
while  those  who  lived  to  maturitv  were  as  follows: 

m 

Jacob  Jacob,  who  married  Annitie  \^anderbeck: 
Barrent,    who    married    Libertie    Hegeman,   at 
Three  Mile  Run,  New  Jersey;  Seytie,  who  mar- 
ried   Verr-Vanderbilt :  Peter,  who  was  a  farmer 
at  F'latbush,  married  Jannetie  Martense  and  had 
se^en    children.      Jan,  who    married    Margaret. 
dai!glUcr  of  John  Schenck,  and  after  her  death 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Michael  Bergen,  and 
had    thirteen    children, — Peter;    Johanjies;   An- 
nettie :    Abraham,    who     married     and     settled 
at  Karitan,  New  Jersey;  Magdalena,  who  married 
FY'st    Middagh,    of    Brooklyn ;  Lammetea.  who 
married  and  settled  at  Somerset,    New    Tersev: 
Michael,  who  was  born  March  4.  1723,  and  died 
October   T,   1807.  married  Hannah,  daughter  ot 
Cornelius   Stryker,  of  Gravesend,   Long  Island. 
and  had  eight  children, — Jan,  Elizabeth.  Sarah, 
Rebecca.    Corneiius,     lohannes,    Femmetie    and 
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Michael.  Sarah  was  married  August  11,  lO/N 
to  Torrs  (George)  Hansen  Bergen,  who  was  b'^m 
in  i64().  'Jlieir  descendants  reside  in  Havcrstraw. 
Nev  York,  and  New  I'trecht. 

Jacob  Garrite  Stryker  brother  of  Jan   list). 
and  a  tailor  by  trade,  emigrated  from  Holland  in 
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165 1,  and  settled  first  at  Xcw  Amsterdam  (New 
York>,  where  he  was  scherpen  in  1655-6-58  and 
1660.     In  1660  he  and  his  wife  are  entered  on 
Dominie  Selyn's  Hst  of  old  church  members  as 
removed  to  Amersfoort    (Flatlands).      In    1667 
their  names  appear  on  Dominie  Van-Zuren's  list 
as   church   memiDcrs   in   Flatlands.        Plis   wife's 
naine  was  Ida  Huyhrechts,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Garret,  who  married  Wvntie  Corneliers  Boom- 
garet,  or  Rogart,  daughter  of  Cornelius  I>ogart, 
the  son  of  Angenietie,  wdio  was  the  daughter  of 
Jan  1st.    She  died  at  Gravesend  in  1700.    He  died 
in  1695.    The  following  is  the  record  of  their  chil- 
dren :    Gezina,  baptized  at  Flatlands  February  6, 
1679.  Jannetie,  married  Thomas  Lake,  of  Staten 
Island,  son  01  Daniel  and  Alice  (Stillwell)  Lake. 
They  se^ttled  there  and  their  descendants  live  on 
the  island.     Jacob,  baptized  at  Flatbush  August 
17,  1682,  married  and  lived  at  Gravesend,  Long 
Island,  till   1722,  when  he  sold  his  projierty  to 
Nicholas  Stillwell  and  removed  to  Raritan,  New 
Jersey.    Garrett,  born  November  23,  1684,  settled 
on  the  west  side  of  Manhattan  Island,  at  an  in- 
dentation of  the  coast  line  called  after  him.  Stry- 
ker's  I  Jay.    He  had  numerous  descendants.    Gus- 
sie.  baptized  at  Flatlands  January  16,  1685,  died 
young.     Maria  and  Catherine  were  the  next  of 
the    family.      Garretie,    baptized    November  14, 
1694,    was    married    October    11,    1709,  to  Jan 
WvkofF,  son  of  Cornelius  (Pieterse)  and  his  wife 
Gertiude  (Simonse)  Wykoff,  daughter  of  Simon 
Van  Arsdalen.    She  died,  and  he  married  for  his 
second  wife  Neeltie  Schenck,  of  Flatlands.     Oc- 
tober 25.  1713,  they  removed  to  Middlebush,  New 
Jersey.     Cornelius,  who  was  born  in   1691,  and 
died  October  27^.   1769,  married  Rebecca  Hub- 
b.ird.  daughter  of  James  Hubbard,  about  1727  or 
1728.    She  was  born  in  1700,  and  died  September 
8,  1787.     They  resided  on  their  farm  in  Grave- 
send, which  was  purchased  for  him  by  his  father 
from  William  Goulding.    Their  eldest  child,  Gar- 
ret, who  was  born  March  2,  1729,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 27,  1770.  was  married  June  26,  1756,  to 
Ida,  daughter  of  Barent  and  Bertie  Vandeventer. 
She  was  born  November  18,  1734,  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 7,  1 810.     They  resided  first  on  a  farm  in 
Gravesend.  but  subsequently  settled  at  Flatlands. 


They  had  one  daughter,  Gertie,  who  w^as  baptized 
August  25,  1738. 

Hannah,  the  second  child  of  Cornelius  and  Re- 
becca Strvker,  was  born  at  Gravesend  Februarv 
13,  1733,  and  w-as  married  May  31,  1751,  to 
Michael  Stryker,  of  Flatbush,  son  of  John  Stry- 
ker,  who  was  a  son  of  Peter  Stryker.  Samuel, 
born  October  20,  1737,  died  February  7,  1828. 
Fie  was  married  Noven-iber  27 y  1768,  to  Maria 
Schenck,  daughter  of  Stephen  Schenck.  She  was 
born  March  17,  1739,  and  died  ]\lay  13.  1813. 
Thev  had  born  to  them  seven  children :  Corne- 
lius, born  August  21,  1769,  died  December  2, 
1794.  Ann  and  Aletie  (twins)  were  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1771.  Rebecca,  who  was  bom  Janu- 
ary 8,  1774,  and  died  January  28,  1850,  was  mar- 
ried April  23,  1793,  to  John  Bergen,  of  Flatlands, 
who  was  born  September  23,  1764,  and  died  Au- 
gust 12,  1824.  They  had  eight  children :  Tunis, 
Maria,  Corneliua,  ?daria,  John.  Johanna,  Ann 
and  Garret.  Stephen,  who  was  born  December 
2,  1776.  and  died  June  i,  1851,  w^as  married  March 
1 5  179^'  to  Amatie  Bergen,  who  was  born  Octo- 
ber 2,  1776,  and  died  August  22,  1833.  They  had 
six  children,  namelv :  Maria,  Timis,  Samuel, 
Ann,  Johanna  and  Sarah.  Garret,  who  was  born 
August  15.  T781,  and  died  February  6,  185 1,  was 
married  to  Cornelia  or  Kathrine  Ryder  in  Sep- 
tember, t8oo,  and  they  had  two  children,  Samuel 
and  Phoebe.  Phoebe  married  William  Kowen- 
hoven,  of  Flatlands. 

Cornelius,  born  ]\lay  2,  1739,  died  February 
6,  1829.  He  was  married  about  1787  or  1788  to 
Mara  Lake,  who  was  born  March  6,  1757,  and 
died  July  3,  1837.  They  had  four  children:  Re- 
becca, who  was  born  December  20,  1791,  and  died 
April  23,  1870,  ?narried  Rutgert  I.  Stillwell.  Cor- 
nelius C,  born  August  it,  1793,  died  January  11, 
1867.  He  married  Nellie  Stillwell  September  21, 
1817.  She 'was  born  November  14,  1791,  and 
died  Februarv  9,  1867.  They  had  five  children, 
— Cornelius  Stillwell :  Mary,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 2,  1820,  and  died  August  14,  1827;  Re- 
becca, born  December  30,  1821,  and  now  residing 
with  her  sister  in  Flatbush  ;  Richard  D.,  born  Dec- 
ember 15,  1824,  residing  in  St.  Mark's  place, 
Brooklyn ;  and  Maria,  wife  of  J.  F.  Neefus,  of 
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Flatbusli.  Cornelius  C.  Stryker  spent  his  boyhood 
anci  early  manhood  upon  the  homestead  farm  in 
Gravesend.  After  his  marriage  the  parents  pur- 
chased a  farm  for  the  newly  married  couple  at 
Newtown,  Queens  county,  Long  Island.  Thither 
thev  removed  and  resided  for  about  fourteen  years. 
Thev  then  removed  td  Brooklyn,  where  Cornelius 
C.  died.  During  his  residence  in  Brooklyn  he  was 
engaged  in  the  flour  business  in  New  York  city. 
Maria,  born  December  14,  1794,  died  February 
26,  1887.  Derrick,  who  was  born  November  10, 
1796,  died  February  24,  1843.  ^^^  married  Char- 
ity Voorhies  December  4.  1822,  and  they  had  six 
children. 

Cornelius  Stillwell  Stryker,  son  of  Cornelius 
C  and  Nellie  (Stillwell)  Stryker,  w^as  born  in 
Newtown,  Queens  county.  Long  Island,  May  8, 
i8i().  He  acquired  his  education  in  district 
-schools  and  under  private  tuition  in  Brooklyn.  In 
1835  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a  clerk  in  a 
w^holesale  dry  goods  store,  and  remained  in  that 
employ  for  seven  years.  In  1841  he  removed  to 
Gravesend,  and  for  sixty  years  has  been  an  hon- 
ored and  highly  respected  resident  of  that  locality. 
LTp  to  1899  he  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  in  that  year  disposed  of  the  larger 
part  of  his  farm  and  now  enjoys  a  well-earned 
rest  after  over  sixty-five  years  of  active  business 
life.  He  was  married  at  Gravesend,  June  13, 
T871,  to  P^lizabeth  Lake,  a  daughter  of  John  I.  and 
Ann  (Stillwell)  Lake,  who  died  November  8, 
1898.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
church. 

GENERAL     STEWART     L.     WOODFORD, 

A.  M.,  LL.  D. 

General  Stewart  Lyndon  W(x>dford,  an  emin- 
ent lawyer  and  gallant  soldier,  who  has  rendered 
his  state  and  the  nation  distinguished  service  on 
forum  and  field  and  in  many  important  positions 
of  trust,  is  a  natiyc  of  New  York  city,  born  Sep- 
tember 3,  1835.  His  parents  were  Josiah  Curtis 
and  Susan  (Terry)  Woodford.  Jlis  father  was 
a  descendant  of  I'homas  ^\'fKxlford.  an  early  set- 
tler of  Hartford.  Connecticut,  who  came  from 
England  in  T650,  and  a  grandson  of  Captain  Jos- 


iah Curtis,  of  Wethersfield,  Connecticut.  His 
mother  was  bom  in  Southold,  Long  Island,  where 
her  ancestors  had  resided  since  1690. 

Stewart  L.  Woodford  received  his  early  edu- 
cation  in  the  Colujnbia  College  Grammar  School 
in  New  York,  and  entered  the  freshman  class  of 
Columbia  College  in  his  fourteenth  year.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1852,  he  entered  the  sophomore  class  of 
Yale  college,  but  the  following  year  returned  to 
Columbia  College,  at  which  he  was  graduated  in 
June,  1854.  In  after  life  his  scholarly  attainments 
and  public  services  received  recognition  from 
Columbia  College  and  Yale  College,  each  of  which 
c(5nferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts, 
and  from  Trinity  College,  w^hich  conferred  the 
same  degree  as  well  as  that  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

Immediately  after  graduation  ]Mr.  Woodford 
began   law   studies   under   the  preceptorship  of 
Brown,  Hall  &  X'anderpool,  of  New^  York  city, 
and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1857.    He  at- 
tended  the   Chicago   Republican   convention  of 
i860,  which  nominated  Lincoln  for  the  presidency, 
and  on  his  return  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
campaign,  developing  remarkable  oratorial  pow- 
ers.    In  April,  1861,  he  was  appointed  assistant 
United  States  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  newly 
created  bureau  charged  with  the  prosecution  of 
cases  arising  from  seizures  under  the  blockading^ 
regulations.     When  the  Union  cause  was  dark- 
est, !n  1862,  after  General  McClellan's  disastrous 
seven  days'   battles  and  his  consequent  ^retreat, 
!\Ir.  Woodford  removed  his  family  to  Brooklyn, 
resigned  the  attorneyship  and  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate soldier  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred,  and 
Twent}'-seventh  Regiment  of  Xew^  York  Volun- 
teers.   He  was  soon  elected  to  the  captaincy  of  his 
company,  and  when  the  regiment  took  the  field  he 
bore  the  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel.      In 
1864  he  was  at  various  times  assigned  to  imj^ortant 
staff  positions,  as  judge  advocate  general  of  the 
Department  of  the   South,   as  provost  marshal 
general  and  as  chief  of  staff  to  General  Quincy  A. 
Gilniore,  and  he  was  charged  with  the  supervision 
of  the  exchange  of  prisoners  in  Charleston  harbor. 
He  took  part  in  several  engagei  lents  on  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  for  conspicuous  gallantry  was 
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promoted  to  the  raiik  of  colonel,  and  was  breveted 
hri^adier  general,  with  assignment  to  duty  accord- 
ing to  the  latter  rank,  by  special  order  of  President 
Lincoln.  He  was  the  first  Union  commandant  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  after  its  evacuation 
by  the  rebel  army,  and  organized  its  provisional 
government,  his  success  as  military  governor  be- 
ing so  highly  approved  by  the  president  and  his 
advisers  that  he  was  afterward  sent  to  Savannah, 
Georgia,  to  act  in  the  same  capacity.  At  the  re- 
storation of  peace  he  resigned  his  commission  and 
was  mustered  out  of  service  August  22,  1865. 

General  Woodford  at  once  resumed  his  law 
in  Xew  York  city,  retaining  his  family  residence 
in  Brooklyn.  He  was  repeatedly  called  to  posi- 
tions of  high  honor,  which  interfered  greatly  with 
his  professional  work.  In  1886  he  was  unani- 
mously nominated  by  the  Republican  judicial  con- 
vention fo/  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  New  York  city,  notwithstanding  his  residency 
in  Brooklyn,  but  declined  the  honor.  The  same 
year  he  was  elected  lieutenant  governor.  In  1868 
he  declmed  a  nomination  for  congress  from  the 
Third  district.  In  1870  he  was  a  candidate  for 
governor,  but  was  defeated  by  John  T.  Hoffman, 
who  was  re-elected  to  succeed  himself.  In  1872 
he  was  elected  to  congress  from  the  Third  district, 
but  resigned  in  1874  to  devote  his  attention  to  his 
lav/  practice.  In  1877  he  was  appointed  United 
States  attornev  for  the  southern  district  of  Xew 
York  by  President  Grant,  and  he  was  re-appointed 
in  1881  by  President  Garfield.  In  1887  ^^^  was 
appointed  by  President  McKinley  to  the  post  of 
minister  to  Spain,  and  upon  him  devolved  the 
<lelicate  task  of  representing  his  government  at 
the  Spanish  capital  during  the  troublous  times 
which  preceded  actual  war, — duties  which  he  dis- 
charged with  dignity  and  great  diplomatic  skill. 
His  retirement  from  that  position,  due  to  the  ex- 
igencies of  war,  marks  the  completion  of  a  public 
life  which  has  been  hic^fhlv  creditable  to  himself 
and  eminently  useful  to  the  state  and  nation. 

Intensely  earnest  in  the  advocacy  of  the  poli- 
t:ies  upheld  bv  the  Republican  party,  which  he  has 
^ver  held  to  be  the  exponent  of  patriotism  and  of 
the  highest  moral  and  commercial  principles,  Gen- 
eral Woodford  has  been  a  potent  factor  in  many 


important  political  bodies  and  before  the  people. 
In  these  relations  his  usefulness  has  been  recog- 
nized in  complimentary  ways,  and  his  state  has 
named  him  for  positions  of  unusual  distinctions. 
In  1872  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  Repub- 
lican convention  at  Philadelphia,  and  he  was  sub- 
scfiuently  chosen  president  of  the  electoral  col- 
lege of  the  state,  and  he  cast  its  vote  for  Grant  and 
Wilson.  He  was  also  a  delegate  in  the  national 
Republican  con\ention  of  1876,  in  wdiich  his  own 
name  was  presented  for  the  vice-presidential  nom- 
ination, but  after  receiving  sixty  votes  he  with- 
drew in  favor  of  William  A.  W'heeler.  In  the 
national  convention  of  1880  he  placed  General 
Chester  A.  Arthur  in  nomination  for  the  vice 
presidency. 

Aside  from  his  law  practice.  General  W^ood- 
ford  has  long  been  associated  with  various  im- 
portant financial  bodies,  among  which  are  the  City 
Savings  Bank  and  the  Sprague  National  Bank  of 
Brooklyn,  and  the  Farragut  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panv  of  New  \'ork. 

General  W^oodford  is  connected  with  numerous 
military,  literary  and  social  organizations,  in 
which  he  is  a  favorite  figure,  and  before  which  he 
has  frequently  appeared  as  speaker,  his  wide  in- 
telligence and  felicitous  speech  aflfording  him 
latge  and  appreciative  audiences.  Acknowdedg- 
ment  of  his  brilliant  literary  attainments  and  his 
eminently  useful  services  as  a  statesman,  scholar 
and  broadminded  citizen  has  been  made  by  Co- 
lumbia and  Yale  Colleges,  as  previously  men- 
tioned. Among  his  most  notable  public  addresses 
were  his  oration  over  the  remains  of  General 
George  H.  Thomas,  at  Troy,  New  York;  a  com- 
memorative address  in  honor  of  William  Cullen 
Brvant.  delivered  before  the  facultv  and  students 
of  Williams  College :  an  address  delivered  at  Ar- 
lington National  Cemetery,  on  Memorial  Day, 
and  many  times  republished  under  the  caption 
**Thc  True  Friends  of  the  L^nion,"  an  address  on 
**The  Common  Needs  of  the  Republic,"  delivered 
at  the  l^niversity  of  Mississippi,  in  1877:  an  ad- 
dress on  ''The  Labor  Problem,"  delivered  before 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Columbia  College 
in  1886;  and  an  address  delivered  at  a  W^ashing- 
ton's  birthday  anniversary  by  the  Union  League 
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Clnb  of  Chicago.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Military 
Onlcr  of  the  Loyal  Legion,  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, the  New  England  Society  of  New  York, 
the  rhi  Beta  Kai>pa  Aknnni  of  New  York,  the 
I'niversity,  St.  Anthony's  and  Lawyers'  Clubs  of 
New  York,  and  the  Hamilton,  Montauk  and  Rid- 
ing and  Driving  Ckibs  of  Brooklyn.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  trustee  of  the  Adelphi  Academy, 
Brooklyn,  of  the  Berkeley  Institute  and  of  Cornell 
University. 

General  Woodford  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Julia  E.  Capen.  a  daughter  of  Henry 
T.  Capen,  who  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  B. 
Claflin  &  Company,  New  York.  Three  daugh- 
ters were  born  of  this  union. 

HON.  JOHN    WARD    HUNTER. 

Among  Brooklyn's  business  and  professional 
men  none  have  been  more  closely  identified  with 
the  growth" and  best  interests  of  the  city  than  \yas 
John  Ward  Hunter,  who  for  ninety-three  years 
was  a  resident  here — the  entire  period  of  his  life 
— a  period  in  which  Brooklyn  attained  to  a  proud 
position  in  the  world  of  commerce,  science,  art 
and  letters.  For  manv  years  he  was  known  and 
honored  for  his  sterling  quaHties,  his  fearless 
loyalty  to  his  honest  convictions,  his  sturdy  op- 
position to  misrule  in  municipal  affairs  and  his 
clear-headedness,  and  discretion  as  a  manager 
and  leader.  His  business  record  was  at  all  times 
irreproachable  and  through  many  decades  he  was 
trcausurer  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank,  with  which 
institution  he  continued  his  active  connection  un- 
til ahnost  the  time  of  his  demise.  It  was  only 
within  a  very  few  years  prior  to  his  death  that 
visible  evidences  of  his  old  age  were  manifest,  and 
while  an  octogenarian  he  continued  an  important 
factor  in  the  prosi:)erous  control  of  the  financial 
institution  with  which  he  was  so  long  associated. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  born  in  the  liedford  section 
of  Brooklyn  October  15,  1807,  his  parents  being 
William  and  Jane  (Ward)  Hunter.  The  Hunt- 
ers were  early  English  settlers  of  New  Jersey 
and  members  of  the  family  at  one  time  owned 
Hunter's    Point.      The    mother    was   descended 


from  the  Van  Duvn  family,  which  was  of  Dutch 
lineage  and  made  one  of  the  pioneer  settlements 
at  New  Utrecht,  Long  Island.  In  the  family 
of  William  and  Jane  Hunter  were  five  sons  and 
several  daughters. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
his  parents*  home,  attending  the  public  schools 
and  enjoying  the  sports  in  which  boys  of  that 
period  usually  indulged.    Late  in  life,  and  after 
a  long  and  .active  connection  with  public  and  po- 
litical afl^airs  in  Brooklyn,  he  was  once  asked  bv 
a  visitor  what  event  in  his  long  career  had  most 
impressed  him.  The  old  man  thought  a  little  and 
his  eves  twinkled  as  he  replied:    *T  think  it  was 
the  intrenchments."     The    answer    puzzled   the 
questioner,  who  had  never  heard  of  any  intrench- 
ments  being  made  in  Brooklyn's  public  aflFairs, 
,but  further  questioning  brought  out  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Hunter  referred  to  the  intrenchments  thrown 
up  in  1 81 2,  when  he  was  only  five  years  old,  as  a 
defense  against  the  British.     In  the  Revolution 
the  British  had  approached  New  York  by  way  of 
Gravcsend  and  Brooklyn  and  in  the  next  war  the 
remembrance  of  that  approach  aroused  a  lively 
fear  of  its  repetition  and  a  line  of  earthworks  was 
thrown  up  from  Fort  Greene  to  Gowanus  bay. 
The  small  boy  in  pinafores  in  Bedford  village  be- 
came greatly  interested  in  this  and  the  talk  he 
heard  concerning  the  probable  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and,  as  he  related,  it  made  a  stronger  im- 
pression on  his  mind  than  anything  else  had  ever 
done. 

When  about  sixteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Hunter 
became  a  clerk  in  a  wholesale  grocery  house  in 
New  York.  He  was  early  called  to  public  service 
and  before  he  was  thirty  years  of  age  was  trus- 
tee of  what  is  now  school  No.  i,  and  with  Seth 
Low,  grandfather  of  the  present  mayor  of  Great- 
er New  York,  and  Eliakim  \\,  Raymond,  he  built 
a  fine  brick  school  building  at  the  comer  of  Con- 
cord and  Adams  streets.  In  1831  he  was  ap- 
pointed auditor  of  the  New  York  custom  house 
and  held  the  ofiice  for  more  than  thirty  years  un- 
der twelve  different  collectors — a  fact  that  in- 
dicates his  great  capability  and  fidelity  in  the  po- 
sition. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Hunter  married  Miss 
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Hester  Strang,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  de- 
scended from  Daniel  Strang,  who  settled  in  New 
Rochelle,  New  York,  in  1688.  The  name  was 
originally  L'Estrange,  and  the  ancestors  were 
French  Huguenots  who  went  from  France  to 
England  and  thence  to  the  United  States.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  were  bom  five  children: 
William  A.,  who  died  in  1881,  leaving  three 
daughters;  John  H.,  who  died  in  1883,  leaving 
two  daughters;  Emily,  who  died  in  188 1  ;  Lieu- 
tenant Henry  C,  of  the  American  navy,  who  died 
on  the  same  day  as  his  sister  Emily,  while  on  duty 
at  Yokahama;  and  Mary,  who  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  the  familv.  Mr.  Hunter  survived  his 
sons  and  was  the  last  of  the  family  in  the  male 
line.  In  1840,  after  his  marriage,  he  built  a 
pleasant  home  in  Clinton  avenue  between  Green 
and  Lafavette  avenues,  and  he  and  his  wife  ex- 
pected  to  spend  their  remaining  days  there,  but 
the  grow^th  of  the  city  caused  the  erection  of  large 
buildings  all  around  them,  shutting  off  their  view 
and  even  light  from  their  windows,  and  selling 
that  property  Mr.  Hunter  removed  his  family  to 
another  home  in  Clinton  avenue,  near  De  Kalb, 
and  afterward  went  to  the  Hotel  Margaret, 
where  he  died. 

For  manv  vears  he  was  an  active  factor  in 
educational  interests  in  the  city.  In  1840  he  built 
public  school  No.  11  in  a  cornfield  at  what  is  now 
Washington  and  Green  avenues.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  board  of  education  ever  appointed 
and  continued  thus  to  serve  until  elected  mayor 
in  1874.  During  his  service  as  auditor  in  the  cus- 
tom house  baseless  charges  were  made  against 
him  by  sub-treasurer  John  J.  Cisco.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly acquitted  and  even  the  man  who  pre- 
ferred the  charges  acknowledged  him  blameless. 
This  incident  is  only  of  importance  from  the  fact 
that  it  called  to  him  the  attention  of  the  public, 
and  that  year,  1864,  he  received  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  Congress  and  won  the  election  by 
two  thousand  votes  over  a  popular  Republican, 
Simeon  B.  Chittenden.  There  were  only  thirty- 
one  Democrats  in  the  house  but  thev  made  their 
presence  felt  by  the  Republicans,  who  called  for 
reconstruction  measures  for  the  south,  and  when- 
ever a  vote  was  taken  the  Democrats  called  for 


the  yeas  and  nays,  thus  consuming  the  time  of  the 
session  and  preventing  the  passage  of  many 
measures  which  the  Republicans  wished  to  bring 
up.  The  Republicans  denounced  the  filibustering 
and  there  were  exciting  scenes.  Mr.  Hunter  was 
the  central  figure  in  one  of  these  tilts  of  ephithet 
and  received  the  censure  of  the  house  for  the  use 
of  unparliamentary  language.  Samuel  Randall 
was  the  Democratic  leader  and  Mr.  Hunter  sat 
between  him  and  Congressman  Winfield.  In  one 
of  the  periodical  Republican  denunciations  a 
speaker  pointed  dramatically  to  these  three  and 
charged  them  with  aiding  and  inciting  rebellion. 
Mr.  Hunter  had  two  sons  in  the  Union  army  and 
the  charge  made  him  indignant.  He  shouted 
loud  enough  for  every  one  around  him  to  hear^ 
that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  the  speaker  was 
lying.  The  language  was  taken  down  and  re- 
ported as  unparliamentary  and  Mr.  Hunter  was 
called  to  account.  A  stormy  debate  followed,  but 
the  Republicans  were  strong  enough  to  carry 
through  a  vote  of  censure.  Then  Mr.  Hunter  in 
a  clear,  cool  way  made  a  statement  which  passed 
technically  as  an  apolog\'  with  the  house.  He  ex- 
plained that  he  had  meant  no  disrespect  to  that 
body  but  that  in  fact  the  statement,  so  far  as  it 
applied  to  him,  was  an  unqualified  falsehood,  and 
that  the  man  who  made  it  strayed  so  far  from  the 
truth  as  he  could  possibly  get. 

On  his  return  to  Brooklvn  Mr.  Hunter  was 
nominated  for  the  assembly  in  his  district  but  was 
defeated  by  ninety-one  votes.  In  1867  he  was 
nominated  by  President  Johnson  for  postmaster 
of  Brooklyn,  but  the  Republican  United  States 
Senate  refused  to'confirm  him.  Neither  the  hope 
of  winning  favor  or  a  fear  of  arousing  opposition 
and  thus  lessening  his  own  political  chances  could 
cause  him  to  swerve  from  a  course  which  he  be- 
lieved to  be  right,  and  this  characteristic  marked 
his  entire  career.  All  the  time  he  was  in  Con- 
gress he  had  remained  as  treasurer  of  the  Dime 
Savings  Bank,  making  flying  trips  between  the 
capitol  and  Brooklyn,  in  order  to  attend  to  his 
official  duties  there  and  his  business  affairs  here,, 
and  after  his  retirement  from  Congress  he  de- 
voted his  attention  most  exclusively  to  the  bank 
for  a  number  of  years  until  1873  when  he  was 
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oSeted  the  Democratic  nomination  for  mayor 
and  won  the  election  by  a  large  majority. 

The  reform  dty  diarter  had  not  then  been 
adopted  and  his  term  was  a  time  of  storm  and 
stress.  There  were  three  heads  to  the  dty  de- 
partments, nominated  by  the  mayor  but  am- 
finned  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  and  party  lead- 
ers tried  to  influence  the  mayor  in  his  appoint- 
ments. It  was  a  time,  too,  when  the  Kings  coun- 
ty organization  had  great  power  in  Albany  and 
the  current  practice  was  to  secure  spedal  l^s* 
lafion  for  everything  which  the  organization 
wanted  to  do  outside  of  the  existing  powers  of 
the  city  government.  But  Mr.  Hunter  had  his 
own  views  and  he  did  not  propose  to  become  the 
tool  of  any  one.  He  opposed  the  Prospect  Parte 
^stem  as  wastef  ully  extravagant ;  he  opposed  go- 
ing to  Albany  to  secure  special  legislation  and 
was  the  opponent  of  many  other  things  which  he 
believed  detrimental  to  the  city  welfare,  but  whidi 
were  desired  by  politidans  who  sought  the  re- 
wards of  office.  This  caused  much  dissension  be- 
tween the  mayor  and  the  board  of  aldermen  and 
sometimes  the  latter  refused  point  blank  to  re- 
cdve  his  communicaticms,  but  he  never  faltered 
in  the  course  which  he  believed  to  be  right. 
Party  leaders  did  not  renominate  him  and  put  up 
one  whom  they  supposed  would  be  a  more  docile 
and  tractable  leader.  In  the  meantime  a  fast 
friendship  had  sprung  up  between  Frederick  A. 
Shroeder,  the  Republican  comptroller,  and  Mr. 
Hunter.  When  the  former  supposed  Mr.  Hunter 
would  be  nominated  for  a  second  term  he  refused 
to  run  against  him  for  mayor  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  but  when  he  learned  that  his  friend  was 
not  the  Democratic  nominee  he  accepted  the 
candidacy  and  won  the  election. 

After  his  service  as  mayor  Mr.  Hunter  re- 
tired from  public  affairs  as  an  active  participant, 
but  maintained  a  keen  interest  in  them  and  did  not 
hesitate  to  speak  his  mind  frankly  on  public 
questions  when  asked  to  do  so.  He  was  also  un- 
remitting in  his  performance  of  his  duties  to  the 
Pime  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  was  treasurer 
from  1864.  iksides  this  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Nassau  VWg  Insurance  Company,  of  the  Man- 
hattan Life  Insurance  Company  and  of  the  Mer- 


cantile Trust  Company  and  was  for  a  time  pres- 
ident of  the  Tree  Planting  and  Fountain  Society. 
He  owned  considerable  real  estate  and  in  his 
younger  days  had  property  on  Prospect  Heights, 
which  would  have  made  him  a  millionaire  if  he 
had  held  it.  .  Some  one  asked  him  one  day  why 
he  didn't  hold  on  to  it.    He  answered,  laughing: 
"I  held  on  as  long  as  I  could  and  then  let  go.'' 
The  laugh  was  a  key  to  Mr.  Hunter's  view  of 
life.    He  was  eminently  a  cheerful  spirit,  never 
inclined  to  look  on  the  shady  side  and  not  givem. 
to  looking  on  his  own  achievements  or  career  toc^ 
seriously.    During  his  term  as  mayor  he  acquiredi^ 
a  reputation  as^a  diner  out,  it  being  a  standin^^ 
joke  about  the  city  hall  that  he  never  declined 
invitation  to  dinner  except  when  two  came 
the  same  night,  and  he  used  to  enjoy  the  jdc< 
quite  as  much  as  the  men  who  made  them, 
he  enjoyed  the  dinners  as  much  as  any  one  w! 
attended  them,  for  he  delighted  in  tl^  clash 
wit  and  brilliant  repartee  whidi  mark  the 
gress  of  the  ideal  dinner.     As  president  of 
St.  Nicholas  Society  he  ^presided  at  the  annt.zsal 
dinners  of  that  organization  at  the  Mcmtauk  OIL^^ 
and  was  a  greatly-liked  and  respected  figure       in 
the  dinner-going  world.  He  also  presided  at  sLimdi 
meetings  of  the  Old  Brooklynites,  of  which     ^so- 
ciety  he   was   president.     At  the   former  timbre 
were  usually  three  hundred  and  fifty  guests  sfcJid 
at  the  latter  one  hundred.     A41  the  leading  rmmeti 
of  Brooklyn  found  their  way  to  one  company^    or 
the  other  and  no  one  contributed  more  to  the 
of  wit   and   enjovment   than  did  the  vener 
president. 

Mr.  Hunter  passed  away  April  16,  1900, 
thus  was  brought  to  a  close  the  life  record  of 
whose  residence  covered  more  than  nine  deca-^es. 
In   consequence  of  his  prominence  in  political, 
banking  and  social  life  he  had  a  wide  acqu^-int- 
ance  and  gained  a  host  of  warm  friends  wl^05e 
high  and  sincere  regard,  recognizing  his  ge-uu- 
ine  worth,  he  fully  possessed.    There  is  no  doubt 
that  had  he  entered  into  the  methods  of  many  pol- 
iticians  he  could  have  obtained  almost  anv  office 
he  might  have  desired,  but  with  him  princip/e 
was  above  party,  purity  in  municipal  affairs  above 
personal  interest,  and  his  absolute  allegiance  to  a 
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cause  which  he  believed  to  be  right  won  him 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  even  those  whose 
views  were  in  opposition  to  his  own. 

TOWN  SEND  C  VAN  PELT. 

Nearly  two  and  a  half  centuries  ago  the  an- 
cestors of  the  Van  Pelt  family  came  to  America. 
Tl'.ey  were  of  the  sturdy  Holland  race  that  sought 
homes  beyond  the  Atlantic,  establishing  here  a 
commonwealth  that  is  a  momument  to  their  enter- 
piise,  energy,  honesty  and  upright  lives.  One 
can  picture  the  ancestors  in  the  colonial  dress  fol- 
lowing the  pursuits  of  the  farm,  and  when  the  op- 
pression of  Great  Uritain  aroused  a  spirit  of  in- 
dependence they  abandoned  the  plow  in  the  fur- 
rows and  with  their  rifles  went  to  the  battle-fields 
to  aid  in  establishing  the  American  republic. 
The  original  American  ancestor  of  the  branch  of 
the  famil}'  to  which  our  subject  belongs  was  Aert 
Tunise  Van  Pelt,  one  of  the  four  brothers  who 
came  to  the  new  world  from  Holland.  He  lo- 
cated a1  New  Utrecht  in  1663,  served  as  a  magis- 
trate m  1698,  and  was  a  lieutenant  in  1705.  The 
line  of  descent  Is  traced  down  through  Peter  Rem 
(periiaps  Rembrant),  Jacob  and  John  L.  to  our 
subject,  Townsend  Cortelyou  Van  Pelt.  The  last 
named  and  his  father  were  born  in  the  old  Van 
Pelt  homestead  on  Eighty-sixth  street  and  Twen- 
tieth avenue,  Brooklyn.  Aert  and  Rem  \'an  Pelt 
were  both  advocates  of  the  Whig  party  and  served 
as  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  When 
General  Howe  came  to  Long  Island  to  engage  in 
the  historic  battle  here  he  landed  at  the  foot  of 
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the  street  where  the  old  homestead  stood,  and 
some  of  the  British  soldiers  were  quartered  in 
the  Van  Pelt  manor  house.  The  owners  thereof, 
however,  were  loyal  American  men  and  did  all 
in  their  power  to  overthrow  the  yoke  of  British 
oppression.  Their  home  stood  on  King's  High- 
way, the  only  road  leading  to  New  Jersey,  Phila- 
delphia and  the  south.  The  people  crossed  from 
New  York  to  Brooklyn  by  way  of  Fulton  ferry 
and  by  way  of  Flatbush,  going  by  the  Van  Pelt 
home  and  across  to  Staten  Island  from  Fort 
Hamilton,  thence  across  the  Kills  to  Perth  Amboy. 
It  was  necessary-  to  follow  this  circuitous  route  on 


account  of  the  swamps  and  marshes  behind  Jer- 
sey City.  The  liberty  pole  that  is  to  be  seen  in 
front  of  the  Reformed  church  is  the  onlv  one  on 
Long  Island  that  stands  on  the  same  spot  where 
one  was  placed  when  the  British  evacuated  New 
York.  Many  old  historic  flag-poles  are  to  be  seen, 
but  this  is  the  only  "liberty  pole,"  and  the  people 
take  just  pride  in  it.  The  one  now  standing  is 
the  third  that  has  occupied  that  ground,  and  it 
was  placed  there  not  long  since  through  the  efforts 
of  the  Van  Pelt  family  and  other  patriotic  citi- 
zens. 

John  L.  \^an  Pelt,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in  1885. 
He  wedded  Anna  Maria  Cortelyou,  a  daughter 
of  Timothy  Townsend  Cortelyou,  who  was  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  and  owned  the  property  where  Fort 
Hamilton  now  stands.  She  was  born  in  a  house 
which  was  located  on  the  site  where  the  big  gim 
formerly  stood.  The  house  in  which  her  great- 
grandfather was  born  is  still  standing  on  the 
reservation,  and  it  was  there  that  General  Howe 
slept  after  landing  from  his  ship  just  before  the 
battle  of  Long  Island.  The  big  chain  that  was 
stretched  across  the  Hudson  river  at  West  Point 
by  patriots  during  the  Revolution  to  prevent  the 
British  from  ascending  the  river  was  forged  at 
the  Townsend  foundry,  owned  by  Peter  Town- 
send,  a  relative  of  iMrs.  J.  L.  Van  Pelt.  The 
chain,  which  weighed  one  hundred  and  sixty  tons, 
each  link  weighing  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds, 
was  made  and  delivered  within  the  space  of  six 
weeks.  Peter  Townsend  also  made  the  first  an- 
chor ever  manufactured  in  this  country.  His 
relative,  Anna  Maria  Van  Pelt,  died  in  1898.  She 
had  a  family  of  six  children;  of  whom  five  are 
living,  namely:  Jacob  L.,  a  resident  of  Bath 
Beach ;  Townsend  C. ;  Mary  L.,  widow  of  J.  Van 
Brunt,  of  Flatbush :  Anna  C,  wife  of  George 
Shield,  of  Bath  Beach ;  and  John  V.,  who  is 
represented  on  another  page  of  this  volume.  All 
of  the  famil V  are  members  of  the  Holland  So- 
cietv. 

Townsend  Cortelyou  Van  Pelt  was  born  in 
the  old  Van  Pelt  homestead,  on  the  13th  of 
November,  1837,  and  pursued  his  education  in 
the  local  schools  and  in  Erasmus  Hall  Academy, 
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at  Flatbush.  In  1852  the  town  of  New  Utrecht 
was  formed  and  was  divided  into  twenty  plats 
of  fifty  acres  each.  The  one  owned  by  our  sub- 
ject, and  upon  a  portion  of  which  his  home  now 
stands,  was  never  disturbed  until  1890,  when,  by 
reason  of  the  growth  of  the  country,  our  sub- 
ject divided  and  sold  some  of  it.  The  old  manor 
house  in  which  he  lives,  however,  has  never  been 
in  the  possession  of  any  one  save  members  of  the 
Van  Pelt  family.  The  brick  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  chimneys  of  this  house  came  from 
Holland,  and  the  place  is  one  of  the  old  historic 
homes  on  Long  Island,  having  stood  for  nearly 
two  and  a  half  centuries,  a  mute  witness  of  many 
of  the  important  events  which  have  formed  the 
history  of  the  nation.  One  of  the  few  milestones 
vet  to  be  found  in  the  countv  is  located  in  front 
of  the  house,  it  having  been  used  in  the  early  days 
to  indicate  directions.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  Townsend  C.  \''an  Pelt  began  farming,  and 
followed  that  pursuit  until  1890, — an  occupation 
to  which  he  was  reared  and  which  had  been  fol- 
lowed by  his  ancestors  throughout  the  long  period 
of  their  residence  in  America.  About  a  decade 
ago  he  retired  to  private  life,  his  efforts  in  former 
years  and  his  real-estate  sales  having  brought  to 
him  a  handsome  competence.  In  politics  he  has 
always  been  a  stalwart  Republican.  He  is  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Reformed  church,  and  has 
never  withheld  his  support  or  co-operation  from 
any  movement  or  measure  calculated  to  prove  of 
pul»Hc  good. 

Mr.  \'an  r*elt  was  united  in  marriage  to  Maria 
E.  Ditmars,  a  daughter  of  John  Ditmars  and  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  hon- 
ored families  of  the  county,  where  her  ancestors 
have  been  land  owners  since  1636.  The  marriage 
was  celebrated  October  24,  1866,  and  through 
more  than  a  third  of  a  century  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van 
Pelt  have  traveled  life's  journey  together.  She  is 
a  noted  historian  and  is  regarded  as  a  local  author- 
ity on  all  matters  relating  to  the  history  of  this 
section  of  the  country.  She  belongs  to  the  society 
of  T^aujLrliters  of  the  Revohition  and  Dames  of  the 
]\'?volution,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  free  library 
of  New  I'trecht.  She  is  also  ])rominent  in  church 
work,  and  her  influence  along    lines    of    social. 


intellectual  and  moral  upbuilding  and  progress 
has  been  most  marked.  She  has  traveled  all  over 
the  country,  and  is  a  lady  of  superior  culture  and 
refinement.  She  justly  prides  herself  upon  her 
pure  Holland  ancestry.  John  Ditmars.  her  father, 
was  born  at  Flatlands,  April  18,  1806,  and  died 
on  the  26th  of  August,  1844.  Her  grandfather, 
John  Ditmars,  was  born  in  the  same  house,  as 
was  the  great-grandfather,  Johanas  Ditmars.  The 
latter's  father  bore  the  same  name,  and  he  too 
was  bom  in  the  old  homestead.  He  w^as  a  son 
of  Jan  Ditmars,  a  native  of  Flatlands,  whose 
father,  johanas  Ditmars,  was  bom  in  Flatbush. 
He  wrote  his  name  Van  Ditmarse,  and  his  father 
was  Jan  Van  Ditmarse,  and  his  grandfather,  Jan 
Jan  son  Van  Ditmarse.  The  last  named  came 
from  Ditmarsen,  in  the  duchv  of  Holstein,  Hoi- 
land,  and  married  Altje  Dow.  They  had  a  patent, 
dated  March  21,  1647,  granting  them  twenty- 
four  inorgens  of  land  on  Manhattan  Island.  Jan 
Jansen  Ditmarse  arrived  in  America  in  1638,  and 
purchased  for  his  son,  Jan,  Jr.,  a  farm  at  Flat- 
bush. Mrs.  Van  Pelt  is  also  a  descendant  of 
Sarah  Rapelje,  who  was  the  first  Dutch  white 
child  born  in  America,  her  birth  occurring  in 
Brooklvn  in  162'^,  where  the  naval  vard  now 
stands.  Mrs.  Van  Pelt  is  a  representative  of  the 
eighth  generation  of  her  descendants. 

The  Ditmars  were  strong  Whigs  at  the  time 
of  the  R<?volution.  Cornelius  V^anderver,  her 
great-great-grandfather,  had  a  rope  placed  around 
his  neck  by  Tories  who  were  about  to  hang  him, 
but  he  was  brought  before  Lord  Coniwallis,  who 
offered  to  spare  his  life  if  he  would  fight  against 
his  countrymen.  This  he  refused  to  do,  but 
eventually  he  was  released,  and  he  planted  an 
apple  tree  on  his  farm  at  Flatbush  where  he  came 
so  near  being  hanged.  That  tree  stood  until  re- 
cently on  the  site  of  the  Vanderver  park.  The 
family  were  robbed  and  greatly  mistreated  by 
the  Hessians.  The  flag  for  the  first  liberty  pole 
of  Flatbush  was  made  in  the  home  of  Cornelius 
Vanderver  in  1783.  He  was  one  of  twelve  to 
subscribe  to  build  Erasnuis.  Hall  Academy,  at 
l^^latbush,  a  well  known  institution  of  learning, 
to  which  he  gave  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds.  He 
was  one  of  the  incorporators  at  the  time  of  its 
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incorporation,  and  the  school  was  named  in  honor 
of  a  celebrated  Holland  patron  of  literature.  Cor- 
nelius V'anderver  was  an  ardent  patriot,  and  his 
son,  when  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  served  in 
his  company  in  the  Revolution. 

John  Ditmars,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Van  Pelt, 
married  Elizabeth  Vanderver,  who  died  in  1898, 
survived  bv  three  of  her  four  children,  namelv: 
Cornehus,  who  resides  at  the  old  homestead  at 
Fiatlands;  Abraham,  a  resident  of  Amagansett, 
Long  Island;  and  Maria  E.,  now  Mrs.  Townsend 
C.  Van  Pelt,  of  Van  Pelt  Manor. 

LEWIS  R.  STEG^L'\N. 

Colonel  Lewis  R.  Stegman  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Xew  York  January  18,  1840.  He  was  edu- 
<:ated  in  the  public  schools  and  graduated  at 
Marpe's  Academy.  He  then  entered  the  law  office 
of  J.  H.  &  H.  L.  Riker.  His  eyesight  becoming 
afiecied  bv  overstudy  he  was  compelled  to  make 
practical  his  knowledge  of  surveying,  making  a 
map  of  Queens  county  and  assisting  in  the  field 
w^ork  of  Johnson's  state  map  of  New  York.  Re- 
turning to  the  study  of  the  law.  under  John  Liv- 
ingston, he  also  devoted  himself  to  literary  pur- 
suits at  brief  intervals. 

The  great  Civil  war  breaking  out  in  1861, 
he  entered  the  services  as  a  private  in  the  Van 
Buren  Light  Infantry,  afterward  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Second  New  York  Volunteers.  Being 
selected  for  recruiting  service,  he  secured  suffi- 
cient recruits  to  entitle  him  to  a  commission,  and 
he  was  elected  captain  of  his  company.  The  first 
active  service  of  the  regiment  was  in  the  spring  of 
1862.  in  Virginia,  and  Captain  Stegman  was 
chosen  several  times  to  make  special  reconnois- 
sances  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  At  Harper's 
Ferry,  in  May  and  June,  1862,  he  assisted  young 
Ulric  Dahlgren  in  manning  and  firing  the  guns  of 
the  Dahlgren  battery  against  the  furious  assaults 
of  "Stonewall"  Jackson's  troops.  Campaigning 
through  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  he  was 
seriouslv  wounded  in  the  head  at  the  bloodv  bat- 
tie  of  Cedar  Mountain  August  9.  1862,  and  was 
sent  to  Washington.  Though  not  fully  recov- 
ered he  reached  the  field  of  Antietam  in  time  for 


further  bullets  and  arlillerv.  Then  followed  Chan- 
cellorsville  in  May,  and  Gettysburg  in  July,  1863, 
where  he  commanded  his  regiment.  The  Twelfth 
Corps,  Slocum*s,  being  sent  to  the  west,  Captain 
Stegiuan  participated  in  the  battles  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  the  battle  ''above  the  clouds,"  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  Peavine  Creek  and  Ringgold,  in 
November,  1863,  under  Grant  and  Hooker.  At 
Lookout  Mountain,  Stegman  was  promoted  to 
be  major.  In  the  succeeding  year,  1864,  he  start- 
ed with  Sherman  for  Atlanta,  Georgia,  charging 
against  the  enemy  in  the  battles  at  Villanow, 
Rocky  Lace  Ridge,  Snake  Creek  Gap,  Resaca. 
Cassville,  Pumpkin- vine  Creek,  New  Hope 
Church,  Dallas,  Ackworth  Bridge,  Lost  IMoun- 
tain,  Big  Shanty,  Kenesaw  and  Pine  Mountain, 
where  on  June  16,  while  commanding  his  regi- 
nient.  he  was  shot  through  the  right  thigh,  partly 
shattering  the  bone  and  incapacitating  him  for 
further  service  during  the  campaign. 

In  the  meantime  Sherman  had  "cut  loose"  for 
his  march  to  the  sea.  Stegman,  having  been  sent 
home  wounded,  resigned  from  his  former  regiment 
and  received  an  appointment  as  major  of  the 
First  Regiment  of  L'nited  States  Veteran  \'ol- 
unteers  (Hancock's  corps),  composed  of  veteran 
soldiers,  the  late  lamented  President  McKinley 
being  adjutant-general  of  the  First  Division.  The 
l^^irst  Regiment  served  in  the  Loudoun  and  Shen- 
andoah valleys,  fighting  Mosby's  troops  in  the 
spring  of  1865.  ^^  ^^'^^  finally  returned  to  Wash- 
ington, after  Lee's  surrender,  where  it  partici- 
pated in  the  hanging  of  the  assassins  of  President 
Lincoln,  and  was  then  sent  to  Baltimore,  w^here 
Stegiuan  commanded,  at  Forts  Marshall  and  Mc- 
Henry,  until  his  final  muster  out  in  February, 
t866.  While  in  the  First  Regiment  of  L'nited 
States  Volunteers,  Stegman  received  the  com- 
missions of  lieutenant-colonel  and  colonel  by 
brevet  '*for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  during 
the  war."  During  his  long  services  at  the  front 
he  was  judge  advocate  of  Geary's  division. 
Twelfth  Corps,  and  of  Hancock's  veteran  corps, 
but  always  rejoining  his  regiment  for  battle. 

After  the  war  he  entered  mercantile  pursuits, 
serving  also  for  ^\^  years  as  chief  clerk  of  the 
entrance  and  clearance  department  of  the  naval 
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office,  custom-house.  From  this  he  resigned  to 
re-enter  mercantile  pursuits.  At  present  he  is 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  New  York.  In 
1873  he  was  elected  major  of  the  Forty-seventh 
Regiment  of  New  York.  He  resigned  in  1875. 
In  1876  he  was  made  under  sheriff  of  Kings 
county  by  Albert  Daggett,  sheriff.  In  1879  he 
served  in  the  New  York  assemblv.  In  1881  he 
was  elected  sheriff  of  the  count v  bv  over  five 
thousand  majority,  as  a  Republican,  although  the? 
county  was  Democratic.  During  all  his  business 
and  political  life,  Stegman  never  forgot  his  news- 
paper training.  In  1873-4  he  was  editor  of  the 
"American  Journal"  and  wrote  for  other  publica- 
tions. In  1886  he  joined  the  "Brooklyn  Citizen" 
and  later  the  '* Brooklyn  Standard  Union,"  being 
the  staff  correspondent  at  Albany  for  legislative 
sessions  for  many  years.  While  in  Albany  he 
was  president  of  the  Legislative  Reporters'  As- 
sociation for  three  years.  By  appointment  of 
Governor  Flower  in  1893  he  was  ])laced  on  the 
New  York  monuments  commission  for  the  bat- 
tle-fields of  Gettysburg  and  Chattanooga,  and  in 
1896  was  made  a  trustee  of  the  Inebriates'  Home 
of  Kings  County.  He  is  a  member  of  McPher- 
son  Doane  Post,  499,  G.  A.  R.,  of  the. Union  Vet- 
erans' Legion,  and  the  War  Veterans'  Associa- 
tion. He  has  been  selected  as  a  delegate  many 
times  to  state  and  national  bodies.  He  is  ])resi- 
dent  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second  and  Sev- 
enty-eighth Regiments,  Veteran  \'ohinteer  Asso- 
ciation. 

WILLIAM  HERRIES. 

William  Herries,  one  of  the  best-known  news- 
paper men  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  well  as 
one  of  the  small  group  which  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous service  on  the  Brooklyn  "Dailv  Eairle" 
for  more  than  a  (|uarter  of  a  century,  was  born  in 
(ilascrovv',  Scotland,  on  June  9,  TS32.  His  par- 
ents, William  and  Jane  (Lyon)  Herries,  were 
Presbyterians  of  the  old  school,  and  inherited 
from  their  ancestors  the  s])irit  of  the  Covenanters. 
Tlic  atniospluTo  ni  which  tliey  were  brought  up 
and  in  which  they  reared  their  sons  is  reflected 
in  the  hooks  of  Crockett,  who  describes  the  dis- 


trict in  which  they  lived.  In  his  younger  days 
Mr.  Herries  was  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the 
north  of  England,  securing,  in  one  instance,  an 
engagement,  as  his  principal  told  him,  because 
he  professed  not  to  know  anything  and  frankly 
confessed  his  inability  to  answer  the  ciuestions 
propounded  to  him.  When  he  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age  he  came  to  America,  and  spent  his 

monev  and  his  first  two  vears  in  travel,  mostly 

*  »  ^ 

in  the  south. 

In  1854  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Xew  York 
city,  and  was  almost  immediately  engaged  on  the 
New  York  "Tribune."  He  was  attached  to  the 
city  staflf  of  that  paper  until  1863,  and  during 
the  exciting  period  previous  to  the  outbreak  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  in  the  critical  period  just  after 
the  Fort  Sumter  episode,  did  much  valuable  ser- 
vice in  exposing  selfish  plots  of  politicians  whose 
loyalty  to  the  government  was  overshadowed  by 
their  reckless  search  for  lucre.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  terminating  the  system  of  arbitrary 
arrests  which  had  its  head  in  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  State  William  H.  Seward  and  its  tail  in 
the  United  States  marshal's  office  in  New  York. 
In  1864  he  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  to 
accept  the  associate  editorship  of  the  Pittsburg 
"Commercial,"  in  which  relation  he  had  several 
opportunities  of  showing  the  importance  of  lift- 
ing newspa])er  work  into  ])ractical  working  ])ower 
in  emergencies.  He  estabhshed  the  Pittsburg 
"Leader"  in  1865,  and  remained  at  its  head  for 
about  one  year,  when  he  returned  to  Xew  ^'o^k 
to  accept  a  responsible  position  on  the  city  staff 
of  the  Xew  York  "Times."  Here  he  commended 
himself  especially  to  the  Hon.  Henry  J.  Ray- 
mond, the  founder  and  editor  of  that  paper.  Mr. 
Herries  was  noted  for  the  variety  of  subjects 
which  he  treated,  for  his  captures  of  exclusive 
news,  and  for  his  original  and  entertainintr  way 
of  writing.  It  was  during  his  connection  widt 
the  "Times"  that  he  was  New  York  corresp«^nd- 
ent  of  the  Cincinnati  "Commercial,"  sending  to 
it  letters  which  provoked  nnich  comment.  From 
1S70  to  1872  he  was  a  special  contribut(^r  to  the 
Xf'w  York  "Sun"  and  several  r>ther  papers,  which 
valued  his  work  because  of  the  breadth  of  knowl- 
edge  of   local    conditions   and   history    which   it 
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evinced.  In  1872  he  became  attached  to  the 
Brooklyn  "Eagle,"  which  he  has  served  as  re- 
porter, city  editor,  assistant  ilianaj^^ing  edijtor,  and 
in  other  capacities  to  the  present  writing.  In 
speaking  of  him,  the  New  York  "Fourth  Estate'* 
said  in  its  issue  for  September  20,  1894: 

"Among  the  best-known,  most  useful  mem- 
bers and  longest  in  service  of  the  staff  of  the 
Brooklyn  "Eagle"  is  William  Herries.  He  holds 
a  position  that  brings  him  less  before  the  public 
eye  than  that  of  some  members  of  the  corps,  but 
his  inlhience  is  tclt  and  known.  He  is  the  statis- 
tician of  the  establishment :  he  answers  the  multi- 
.  tudinous  questions  that  are  sent  in  for  the  puz- 
zlement of  the  powers ;  he  directs  the  ])ersc)nal 
columns ;  is  the  librarian,  and  performs  many  du- 
ties concerning  business  details  of  the  editorial 
department.  He  has  served  on  numerous  papers 
in  New  York,  Pittsburcr  and  lirooklvu,  alwavs 
with  industry  and  distinction.  In  bearing  he  is 
bluff  and  hearty :  and  there  is,  probably,  no  man 
on  the  local  press  who  has  done  more  kindly 
service  than  he,  albeit,  these  services  are  done 
in  quiet  and  even  secrecy.  Though  he  has  turned 
three  score  of  years,  he  is  hale  and  brisk  as  most 
men  of  forty." 

Love  for  his  native  country  has  never  abated 
in  Mr.  Herries,  and  he  is.  as  he  always  has  been, 
deeply  interested  in  Scottish  subjects.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  a  regular  contributor  to  the 
columns  of  the  "Scottish  American."  Outside 
of  his  profession  he  has  given  much  (^f  his  time 
to  Sundav-school  work,  and  in  later  vears  his 
special  religious  interest  has  centered  about  the 
Central  Congregational  church  of  Brooklyn.  He 
was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  pastorate  of  the 
late  Rev.  A.  J.  V.  Behrends.  D.  D.,  and  believed 
in  him  as  a  prophet  to  the  i)eople.  Because  he 
thought  that  the  message  of  that  great  preacher 
should  not  be  forgotten  he  compiled  a  volume  of 
selections  from  the  sermons  and  addresses  of 
Dr.  Behrenrls  during  his  ministry  in  Brooklyn, 
under  the  title  of  "The  Christ  of  Xineteen  Cen- 
turies." His  (hities  in  connection  with  the 
"Eagle"  have  been  such,  at  times,  as  to  impress 
him  favorably  in  the  interest  of  the  verse  of  the 
mission  poets,  and  he  comj)iled  a  volume  of  "Fu- 


gitive Poetry,"  which  contains  scores  of  popular 
poems.  He  has  long  been  connected  with  the 
National  Provident  Union,  and  in  July,  1900,  he 
was  elected  to  the  presidency  to  fill  an  unex- 
pired term,  and  was  subsequently  re-elected  for 
two  years,  Under  his  administration  the  Union 
has  been  strengthened,  gaining  both  in  member- 
ship and  character.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity, of  strong  likes  and  dislikes,  of  firm 
friendships  and  kindly  impulses.  His  judgment 
is  often  sought  on  matters  of  moment,  and  his 
counsel  is  always  sound. 

HERBERT  T.   KETCHAM. 

Herbert  T.  Ketcham,  a  leading  member  of  the 
Brooklyn  bar,  a  gentleman  of  excellent  literary 
attainments  and  a  favorite  in  leading  social  or- 
ganizations as  an  after-dinner  speaker,  is  a  native 
of  Long  Island,  born  at  Huntington  November 
2,  1850.  His  parents  were  Ebenezer  and  Frances 
(Taylor)  Ketcham.  His  father,  a  member  of  the 
well-known  old  Ketcham  familv,  was  born  in 
Sag  Harbor,  and  was  a  manufacturing  jeweler 
in  New  York  city  for  many  years  prior  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1873.  His  wife  was  of 
English  parentage.  To  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren :  Herbert  T. ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  the 
Rev.  George  P.  Noble ;  Mary  Wood ;  Fannie 
Taylor,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  Anderson^  now 
dead ;  and  Julia  J.  Ketcham. 

Herbert  T.  Ketcham,  onlv  son  in  the  familv 
named,  began  his  education  in  the  Brooklyn  pub- 
lic schools,  prepared  for  college  in  a  preparatory 
scho(^l  in  New  York  city,  and  completed  his 
studies  at  Williams  College,  at  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1871.  He  studied  law  under  the 
tutorship  of  Richard  H.  Huntley,  a  prominent 
lawver  of  New  York  citv,  and  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1874.  He  soon  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Benjamin  C.  Heald,  and  the  associa- 
tion was  maintained  for  nearlv  five  vears  under 
the  stvle  of  Ketcham  &  Heald.  He  afterward 
practiced  alone  until  1894,  in  New  York  city, 
his  offices  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  time 
being  at  No.  170  Broadway.  He  then  removed 
to   Brooklvn,   and   shortlv   afterward   formed   a 


892 


HISTORY  OF  LONG  ISLAND. 


partnership  with  Joseph  E.  OWens,  with  whom 
he  is  still  associated,  in  the  law  firm  of  Ketcham 
^L  Owens,  at  No.  189  Montague  street.  Mr. 
tCetcham  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  cotti- 
pletely  equipped  law3rers  at  the  Kings  county  bar, 
displaying  special  aptitude  for  the  trial  of  jury 
cases,  in  which  line  of  practice  his  success  has 
been  most  gratif3dng.  He  has  on  frequent  occa- 
sions acted  as  referee,  at  times  by  consent  of  the 
attorneys  concerned,  and  again  on  ncxnination 
froni  the  bench.  In  all  his  professional  effort  he 
has  enjo3red  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  col- 
leagues at  the  bar  and  the  confidence  of  his 
clients,  to  whose  interests  he  devotes  himself 
with  the  loyalty  of  a  personal  friend  as  well  as 
of  a  trusted  legal  adviser.  He  has  also  been  en- 
gaged in  important  cases  as  associate  counsel,  and 
in  trying  <:auses  for  other  lawyers.  His  high 
standing, 'professionally  and  personally,  has  found 
marked  recognition  from  the  bench  in  his  ap- 
pointment, by  the  appellate  division  of  the  second 
judicial  department  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
to  membership  in  the  committee  on  the  character 
of  candidates  for  admission  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  Ketcham  is  a  member  of  several  of  the 
leading  social  and  fraternal  organizations,  in 
which  his  excellent  personal  -traits  and  his  gifts 
as  a  pleasing  and  entertaining  speaker  combine 
to  give  him  a  position  of  peculiar  prominence. 
Among  these  are  the  Lincoln  Club,  of  which  he 
has  been  president ;  the  Brooklyn  Club,  the  Cres- 
cent Athletic  Club,  the  Apollo  Club,  and  the 
Penatoquit  Corinthian  Yacht  Club,  of  Bay  Shore, 
Long  Island.  He  is  also  a  past  master  of  Ezel 
Lodge,  No.  732,  F.  &  A.  M.  His  political  affilia- 
tions were  with  the  Republican  party  until  the 
presidential  contest  between  Cleveland  and 
Blaine,  when  he  gave  his  support  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  with  which  he  has  since  been  iden- 
tified. 

In  February,  1877,  Mr.  Ketcham  married 
Miss  Olivia  E.  Phillips,  of  Portland,  Maine.  Four 
children  were  horn  of  this  union :  Lowell  Phil- 
lips, who  is  in  mercantile  life ;  Kate  Davies.  Julia 
Jerniaine  and  Herbert  Franklin  Williams.  The 
two  dauji^^hters  are  c^raduates  of  Thicker  Institute. 
Brookivn,  and  the  youngest  son  is  attending  the 


Brooklyn  Latin  School.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  rrtrhin^B, 
are  members  of  the  Central  Gmgregatkmal  dmrcLjl^ 
of  Brooklyn,  of  whidi  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  P.  CadmaK:^ 
is  now  the  pastor,  and  they  are  active  supporter^K:^ 
of  the  individual  and  benevolent  work  of 
church,  and  occtQ>y  ah  excellent  position  in 
social  life  of  the  city,    llie  family  occupy  an  di 
gant  home  at  No.  212  Gates  avenue. 

CHARLES  RICHTER 

It  cannot  always  truthfully  be  said  of  c^  < 
hotels,  as  it  can  be.  of  wine,  that  they  improcm^^'-o 
with  age,  but  as  there  are  excq>tions  to  most  rul< 
so  it  is  in  the  case  of  Pettit's  Hotel,  located 
Jamaica,  Long  Island,  of  which  Charles 
the  subject  of  this  sketich,  is  proprietor. 
Hotel  h^  for  the  past  one  hundred  and  fifty 
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been  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  old  hos"^— ilet» 
ries  on  Long  Island,  and  since  the  advent  of  its 
present  genial  proprietor  the  fame  and  poputa:=:^t^ 
of  the  house  have  become  even  more  wide^re-^sad. 

Mr.  Richter  was  bom  in  Waldeck,  Germ^amny, 
on  November  30,  1S47,  ^^^  ^^  educated  in       the 
schools  of  his  native  land.    Upon  the  comple^^oQ 
of  his  school  life  he  engaged  to  learn  the  ui^liof. 
stering  business,  which  trade  he  followed  ontz/ 
the  year  1868.     He  spent  the  succeeding  four 
years  in  the  service  of  the  German  army.    Durmg^ 
the  Franco-Prussian  war  he  participated  in  no  . 
less  than  sixteen  important  engagements,  being 
severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Sedan.    He  re- 
ceived  his  honorable  discharge  in  1871,  when  he 
returned  to  his  home,  remaining  there  until  1872, 
at  which  time  he  decided  to  sail   for  America. 
Arriving  here,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Brook- 
lyn, New  York,  where  for  three  vears  he  was  en- 
gaged  in  the  butchering  business. 

Seeming  to  have  a  natural  inclination  toward 
hotel  life,  in    1S75  ^I^.  Richter  opened  a  house 
on  Wythe  avenue.     That  this  hotel  venture  \v*as 
successful   is   demonstrated   by   the   fact  of  hiJ 
remaining   in   the   same    location   until    1891.  '' 
which  year  he  removed  to  the  corner  of  Broac 
way  and  W'illoughby  avenue.     Here  Mr.  Richt 
met  with  a  reverse  of  fortune,  the  property  bei 
destroyed  by  fire  May  16,  1892.     Nothing  dar 
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ed,  however,  by  this  adversity,  he  purchased  the 
Carhon  Hotel,  located  at  the  foot  of  South  Eighth 
street,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for  three 
years.  In  1896  Mr.  Richter  leased  the  old  Pettit 
Hotel,  at  Jamaica,  where  strict  personal  attention 
to  the  comfort  of  his  guests  has  not  only  contrib- 
uted to  the  past  excellent  reputation  of  the  house, 
but  has  added  materially  to  its  popularity  with  the 
traveling  public. 

Mr.  Richter  was  married  in  Brooklyn,  June 
5,  1876,  to  Whilimena  Lucas,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Caroline  Lucas,  who  was  born  in  Carlshafen, 
Germany,  November  28,  1856.  To  them  have 
been  born  eight  children,  as  follows :  Carl,  who 
was  boni  ^  I  arch  30,  1877,  and  died  June  13, 
1877:  Bertha,  who  was  born  XovemlxT  18,  1879.. 
and  died  Mav  6,  1881 :  Flora,  who  was  born  X(v 
vember  15,  1882,  and  died  June  24,  1887;  Edith, 
born  November  16,  1884;  Minnie,  born  January 
20,  1888;  Arthur,  born  January  20,  1890,  and 
died  in  1892;  Elsie,  born  March  9.  1893:  and 
Herbert,  boni  ]\Iarch  28,  1896. 

Mr.  Richter  is  an  esteemed  member  of  Coper- 
nicus Lodge,  No.  545.  F.  &  A.  M.,  also  of  DeWitt 
Clinton  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  of  DeWitt  Clin- 
ton Commander v,  K.  T. 

[AMES  SCHERMERHORN  HALL. 

Dr.  James  S.  Hall  was  ])orn  at  Albany,  New 
York,  June  3,  1874,  the  son  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Hall, 
one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  medical 
practitioners  of  New  York,  and  a  grandson  of 
Professor  James  Hall,  M.  D.,  who  was  also 
widely  known  as  an  eminent  physician  ot  hfs 
day,  and  held  the  position,  for  many  years,  as 
state  geologist  for  the  state  of  New  York.  On 
the  maternal  side  Dr.  Hall  was  a  descendant  of 
the  Schermerhorn  family,  many  members  of 
which  were  prominently  identified  with  the  med- 
ical profession. 

Dr.  Hall  acquired  an  excellent  literary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  New  York  city, 
and  later  matriculated  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  from  which  institution  he 
w-as  graduated  in  the  class  of  1805.  I^c  supple- 
mented his  medical  course  bv  service  for  a  short 


period  of  time  as  interne  on  the  staff  of  Bellevue 
Hospital,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  general 
practice  in  New  York  city  for  one  year.  In  1898 
he  located  in  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  where  he 
has  since  devoted  his  whole  time  and  attention 
to  the  large  general  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery,  which  has  steadily  increased  during  the 
passing  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Medical  Association,  and  the  Sigma  Alpha 
E])silon  a  college  fraternity.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  Dr.  Hall  is  a  single  man  and  by  his 
genial  and  kindly  disposition  has  become  quite 
popular  among  the  young  people  of  Oyster  Bay, 
Long  Island. 

HENRY  M.  HAVILAND. 

Henry  Martin  Haviland,  the  present  popular 
postmaster  of  Jamaica,  was  born  at  Little  Neck, 
Flushing,  April  17,  1853.  His  family  can  trace 
ils  American  history  back  to  the  year  1653,  while 
in  England  it  has  been  clearly  traced  to  1467.  and 
the  record  shows  that  in  11 79  it  had  estabHshed 
itself  in  the  island  of  Guernsev,  while  the  earliest 
data  place  it  in  Normandy  in  888.  Surely  a  rec- 
ord of  over  one  thousand  years  entitles  a  man  to 
a  **claim  of  long  descent." 

Henry  !M.  Haviland  was  born  on  a  farm  which 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  for  over 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  and  on  which  his 
grandfather  and  father  were  both  bom.  Being 
a  younger  child,  he  had  to  shape  out  a  career  for 
himself  as  soon  as  he  had  been  equipped  with  a 
good  public-school  education.  He  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  a  clerk  in  New  York  and  for  several  years 
held  good  positions  in  several  business  houses  on 
Manhattan  Island.  But  he  never  left  Long  Island  ; 
his  home  was  always  there.  In  1878  he  married 
Emma  A.,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Charles  and 
Margaret  (Ostrander)  Skidmore,  and  resided  in 
Jamaica.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haviland  had  four  chil- 
dren: Qiarles  Roe.  a  graduate  of  Jamaica  high 
school :  Harriet  Beldin ;  Harry  Eugene ;  and 
Clarence  Ellsworth,  who  died  in  his  sixth  year. 

Mr.  Haviland  was  earlv  identified  with  local 
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polltks  and  soon  acquired  a  leadership  in  the 
local  councils  of  the  Republican  party.  He  dis- 
tttv;uished  himself  as  ia  genuine  wolcer,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  Republican  cotAmittee  he  had 
thp  pleasure  of  seeing  Queens  county  wheel  over 
from  the  Democratic  into  the  I^publican  colimui. 
In  1894  he  pennitted  his  name  to  be  presented 
to  the  voters  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  bf  col- 
lector-of  taxes,  and  was  <lecCed  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, re9eiving  the  votes  of  many  Democrats 
and  independents  generally.  He  continued  to  hold 
the  office,  winning  a  q>lendid  record  imtil  consol- 
idation. In  January,  1899,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Jamaica  by  President  McKinley, 
and  in  that  c^ndty  has  effected  many  improve- 
ments in  the  local  service  and  proved  a  model 
offidal.  He  has  direct  supervision  of  Jamaica 
as  the  central  office  and  branches  at  Richmond 
Hill,  Morris  Park.  Woodhaven,  Brooklyn  Hills 
and  Union  Course,  covering  a  population  ap- 
proximately of  thirty  thousand.  Mr.  Haviland 
is  one  of  the  owners  of  the  "Jamaica  Standard," 
the  official  Republican  paper  of  Queens  county, 
and  is  president  of  the  company.  He  is  a  member 
of  Jamaica  Coundt,  No.  433,  R.  A. 

Mr,  Haviland  is  a  man  ofstetluig  honesty, 
of  tried  and  trained  habits,  whose  word  is  his 
bond.  He  has  never  been  known  to  desert  a 
friend  or  to  abandon  any  cause  he  deemed  worthy 
of  support,  and  the  consistency  of  his  whole  pub- 
lic career  and  the  uprightness  of  his  character 
have  raised  up  for  him  hosts  of  friends  in  the 
community  in  which  he  has  so  long  lived  and 
labored. 

RICHARD  C  COLYER. 

Richard  C.  Colyer,  a  prominent  citizen  and 

agriciilttirist  of  \\'oo<ll)iiry.  Queens  county.  Long 
Islami,  traces  his  anctslry  to  Theodorus  Colyer, 
who,  accompanied  by  his  two  brothers,  Abraham 
and  Jacobus,  cmigratcil  to  this  country  from  Hol- 
land at  an  early  date.  Theodorus  Colyer  had  one 
son,  John,  l»oru  March  29,  1729,  who  was  united 
in  niarriaijc  to  Sarah  Whitman,  and  the  following 
nanu'd  dulilrtii  were  horn  of  the  union:  Mary 
r...  Chark's  1;..  \'h.e\K.  Amy  au<l  Giarles  Colyer. 


Qwrles  Cc^yer,  youngest  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  Colyer,-  and  grandfatiier  of  Richard  C 
CtAytr,  vaa'hom  Mardi  37,  1769,  and  during 
the  Revtdutionary  war,  when  only  twdve  yeara 
of  age,,  while  leading  his  bcaws  to  water,  was 
discovered  by  British  officer's  who  were  "press- 
ing" horses  for  the  service  of  the  crown;  tfaey 
commanded  him  to  deliver  the  animals,  but  in- 
stead of  obeying  he  galloped  away,  and  although 
fired .  upon  succeeded  in  safely  making  his  es- 
cape. He  hid  the  animals  in  a  thidcet  in  a  gully 
nearly  a  mile  from  his  h(»ne,'and  after  creeping 
to  the  house,  he  heard  the  officers  threatening 
his  widowed,  mother  on  his  ucount,  sa]nng  that 
if  they  caught  him  they  would  kill  him ;  his  were 
the  Only  horses  of  the  ndgfaborfKxxi  Uiat  es- 
caped the  press  guig.  Ahhoi^  the  owner  of 
several  thousand  acres  of  land  on  the  south  shore 
of  Loag  Island,  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
teaching.  He  was  one  of  the  first  survejrors  of 
western  Suffolk  county,  and  shortly  after  reach- 
ing his  majority  was  t^>pointed  justice  of  tiie 
peace,  of  which  office  be  was  the  incumbent 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  had  , 
attained  Ae  age  of  fcnty-wx  years.  He  married 
Martha  Whitson,  who  was  bom  April  31,  1770, 
and  their  children  were:  Stephen,  Sarab,  Rich- 
ard, John,  Zebulon  W..  Charles,  .Abraham, 
I'hcebe.  Jacob,  Israel.  Martha,  Ruth  \V.  and 
Rachel,  ten  of  whom  lived  to  rear  families. 

Charles  ("olyer,  son  of  Charles  and  Martha 
Colyer,  and  father  of  Richard  C.  Colyer.  was  bom 
December  23,  1799.  at  Round  Swamp,  towm  of 
Huntington,  Suffolk  county,  on  a  portion  of  the 
"Bethpage  purchase,"  a  tract  of  land  purchased 
by  ,Thomas  Powellsen,  August  18,  1695.  from  the 
Indian  chiefs,  Ma'umee,  Elias  Serewanos,  William 
Chepy,  Sewrushung  and  Mamussum,  and  in 
1755  Theodorus  Colyer  purchased  some  of  this 
land  from  Mr.  Powell.  Mr.  Colyer  purchased 
a  farm  in  Woodbury,  and  the  remainder  of  bis 
life  was  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  a  general 
line  of  garden  products.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  state  militia  for  many  years,  in  which  he 
attained  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was  formerly 
an  okl-line  Whig,  but  later  transferred  his  al- 
legiance to  the  Republican  party,  being  elected 
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on  that  ticket  to  till  a  number  of  local  offices. 
He  was  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Mr.  Colver  married,  March 
5,  1822,  Mary  Van  Wyck,  daughter  of  Richard 
\'an  Wyck,  and  granddaughter  of  Thodorus  Van 
Wvck,  a  descendant  of  Cornelius  Jiarentese  Van 
Wyck,  a  member  of  a  noble  family  of  Holland, 
who  came  to  America  in  1660.  Their  children 
were:  Martha,  born  June  8,  1823,  ^^'i^^  ^^^  ^^c^" 
son  Monfort;  Charles  W.,  born  r^ebruary  15, 
1825.  niarriei.1  Mary  Duryea,  May  22,  1844,  and 
died  December  8,  18^)8;  Mary  F.,  born  July  8, 
1827,  wife  of  Francis  Sammis,  to  whom  she  was 
married  May  27,,  1844,  ^"^1  ^^^^^^  December  7, 
i8<)2;  Miriam,  born  July  25,  1834,  wife  of  Fzra 
Smith;  Sarah  J.,  born  June  7,  1843,  wife  of 
Ketcham  Buft'ett ;  and  Richard  C.  Colver.  The 
father  of  these  children  died  April  9,  1878,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 

Richard  C.  Colver,  son  of  Charles  and  Marv 
Colyer,  was  born  April  4.  1845,  and  his  boy- 
hood days  were  si)ent  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
was  born,  and  which  has  been  his  home  ever 
since.  After  receiving  an  excellent  literary  edu- 
cation, and  upon  reaching  young  manho(xl,  he 
was  earnestly  urged  by  some  of  his  associates  to 
g^o  west,  but  his  duty  to  his  parents  overcame 
his  inclinations  and  he  remained  at  home.  At 
an  early  age  he  was  one  of  several  in  his  vicinity 
to  organize  a  local  temperance  society,  of  which 
he  was  elected  president,  retaining  this  office  for 
several  years.  They  succeeded  in  abolishing  the 
three  saloons  in  the  neightorhood,  and  established 
a  sentiment  in  that  section  of  the  island  which 
made  the  sale  .of  intoxicating  liquors  impossible 
since  that  date.  Mr.  Colver  has  alwavs  taken 
an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  be- 
ing school  trustee  for  twenty  years  and  treasurer 
of  the  school  toard  for  ten  year§.  In  1879  he 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  by  his  w^se 
administration  of  the  duties  of  the  office  held 
the  position  for  four  successive  years ;  he  was 
the  only  Republican  elected  to  office  at  that  time, 
as  the  town  was  largely  under  Democratic  con- 
trol. In  1887  he  was  elected  assessor  of  Oyster 
Bay,  re-elected  in  t88i,  later  was  nominated  for 
supervisor,  but   was  defeated,   and   in    1895   re- 


ceived the  appointment  of  notary  public  from 
Governor  Morton.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican district  committee,  and  in  1893  was 
appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  three  to  organ- 
ize the  Long  Island  Farmers'  Club  at  Jamaica 
in  the  interests  of  the  farmers  of  Long  Island,  in 
which  he  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  vice  pres- 
ident ever  since.  He  w-as  also  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers (^f  the  Huntington,  Norwalk  and  Bridge- 
port Steam  1^'erry  Company,  in  which  he  has. 
I)een  a  stockholder  and  director  since  its  organiza- 
tion. He  is  a  i>rominent  member  of  Woodbury 
Lodge  Xo.  97,  I.  ( ).  Ci.  T. 

On  September  28.  1870,  Mr.  Colyer  married 
Alice  O.  V\'icks,  a  daughter  of  Francis  M.  A. 
\\  icks,  who  served  for  manv  vears  as  justice  of 

mm  m 

the  peace,  judge  and  county  treasurer  of  Suffolk 
county.  Their  children  are:  Charles  F.,  Rich- 
ard F.,  Xelson  \  an  Wvck  and  Marv  R.  Colver. 

•  m  ^ 

HEXRY    THORX    HEWLETT. 

Henry  Thorn  Hewlett  was  a  member  of  the 
fifth  generation  of  this  family  which  has  made 
its  home  in  this  section  of  Long  Island.  The 
line  of  descent  is  as  follows :  Lewis.  SamueK 
Lewis  S.,  Samuel  L.  and  Henrv  Thorn  Hewlett. 

m 

Some  of  the  members  of  the  familv  were  in 
New  Amsterdam  in  1646,  and  in  1657  they  were 
settled  at  Hempstead,  Long  Island.  George 
Hewlett,  one  of  the  ancestors  of  Henry  T.  Hew- 
lett, was  high  sheriff  of  the  city  of  Dublin  in 
1662,  and  he  was  also  chief  of  the  militia  there: 
they  had  in  their  possession  a  crest  and  a  coat  of 
arms.  They  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  set- 
tled at  Riker's  Island,  wdiich  is  near  Hell  Gate. 
Captain  Richard  Hewlett,  another  member  of  the 
family,  was  with  the  New  York  troops  in  he 
French  and  Indian  w-ar. 

Lewis  S.  Hewlett,  grandfather  of  Henry 
Thorn  Hewlett,  was  torn  near  Roslyn,  acquired 
an  excellent  education,  and  became  one  of  the 
public-spirited  men  of  his  day ;  he  was  also  very 
philanthropic,  having  built  a  house  on  his  farm 
for  the  accommodation  of  homeless  travelers, 
where  they  could  be  tem])orarily  lodged  and  fed. 
He  was  prominently  identified  with  all  matters 
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of  public  interest,  and  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  a  number  of  years.  Samuel  L.  Hew- 
lett, father  of  Henry  Thorn  Hewlett,  was  born 
in  the  house  at  Roslvn  where  the  widow  of 
Henry  T.  Hewlett  now  resides ;  the  house  is 
quite  ancient,  having  been  built  one  hundred  and 
eighty  years  ago.  Previously  the  family  resided 
at  Newtown,  but  on  account  of  the  number  of 
Indians  located  there  they  were  obliged  to  change 
their  residence,  and  removed  to  Hempstead.  Mr. 
Hewlett  was  actively  interested  in  the  Episcopal 
church  at  Manhasset,  Long  Island. 

Henry  Thorn  Hewlett  was  born  near  Roslyn, 
March  ii,  1827,  where  he  acquired  his  education 
in  the  locaF  schools,  and  later  in  the  academy  at 
Roslyn.  He  chose  farming  as  an  occupation,  and 
continued  in  that  line  of  wQrk  all  his  life.  On 
April  II,  1849,  ^I'"-  Hewlett  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Elizabeth  Robbins,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Robbins,  of  Jericho.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely :  Anna  M.,  wife  of  T.  Tread  well ; 
Stephen  R.,  and  Samuel  L.  Hewlett.  i\Irs.  Hew- 
lett takes  an  active  interest  in  and  contributes  to 
the  Nassau  County  Hospital.  ]\Ir.  Hewlett  died 
June  I,  1900. 

LOi;rS   PRESCOTT   PAIRO. 

Louis  Prescott  Pairo,  sui)crinten(lent  of  trans- 
poitation  in  the  service  of  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road Company,  was  born  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 
His  boyhood  was  spent,  j^rincipally,  in  the  cities 
of  Washington  and  New  York.  He  attended 
the  Columbia  I'nivcrsity  school  of  mines  in  New 
York  city,  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1888. 
Filtcd  by  education  and  by  natural  ability  for  the 
railroad  work,  he  entered  the  railroad  service  of 
the  Long  Island  Railroad  and  has  since  continued 
in  that  business.  His  first  ap])ointment  was  in 
T8S3,  as  rodman  in  the  Xew  York,  Lake  Eric  and 
Western  Kailroad,  since  which  time  he  has  filled 
man\  and  various  ])(>siti<)ns,  in  different  railroad 
companies. 

I'^roiii  1883  to  1887  lie  was  j)rincii)al  assistant 
en^int^'r  i>n  The  r^hjo  Central  Ivailroad.  I'roin 
l8v^7  to    1880  he  was  assistant   eui^-ineer   for  the 


Georgia  division  of  the  East  Tennessee,  \^irginia 
and  Georgia  Railroad.  In  1889  he  accepted  the 
position  of  resident  engineer  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  Railroad,  remaining  there  for  one 
year.  In  1890  he  gave  up  that  position  for  that  of 
road  master  for  the  east  Tennessee  division  of 
the  East  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Georgia  Rail- 
road. In  1891  he  became  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  Georgia  division  of  the  same  road,  holding 
this  i)osition  until  1893,  when  he  was  promoted 
to  master  of  trains  on  the  Alabama  division  of  the 
Eastern  Tennessee,  Virginia  and  Georgia,  and 
of  the  Southern  Railroad.  His  next  position  was 
taken  in  1897,  when  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  superintendent  of  transportation  of  the 
Long  Island  Railroad,  which  position  he  has  since 
held. 

T.   B.   KEOGH. 

T.   Pi.   Keogh,  who  occupies  the  position  of 
land  agent  with  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Com- 
panv,  is  a  man  of  business  and  executive  force  and 
ability,  well  qualified  for  the  conduct  of  the  duties 
which  devolve  upon  him.    He  was  born  in  Utica, 
New  York,  but  during  his  early  childhood  his 
parents  removed  with  their  family  to  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
Believing  that  he  would  find  the  practice  of  law 
a  congenial  profession,  he  began  preparation  for 
the  bar  and  in  due  time  was  admitted  to  practice. 
This  was  in  i860  and  for  a  time  he  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  care  of  the  litigated  interests  en- 
trusted to  him,  but  later  he  became  connected  with 
journalism. 

In  1865  Mr.  Keogh  removed  to  the  south 
and  made  his  home  in  North  Carolina  until  1899. 
when  he  came  to  Long  Island.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  the  old  North  state  he  held  the  oftice  ot 
register  m  bankruptcy,  being  appointed  by  Jufl?^ 
Chas(\  Suhsec|uently  he  received  an  appointment 
from  IVcsident  Arthur  to  the  position  of  United 
States  marshal  and  creditably  served  in  that  ca- 
pa'Ht\  with  marked  loyalty,  discharging  his  duties 
without  fear  or  favor.  In  1899  he  was  appointed 
t(^  his  ])resent  (  1902)  position  as  land  agent  for 
the  Loui^-  Island  Railroad  Company  and  tCK^k  up 
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his  residence  in  Long  Island  City.  He  is  a  man  of 
ketn  discrimination,  who  carefully  considers 
every  problem,  then  forms  his  plans  readily  and 
executes  them  with  determination.  In  business 
and  official  life  he  has  ever  commanded  public 
confidence  bv  reason  of  unfaltering  fidelity  to 
duly  and  to  the  obligations  devolving'  upon  him. 

ALBERT    CHESHIRE. 

In  this  sketch  we  present  and  perpetuate  a 
brief  record  of  the  life  historv  of  one  of  the  na- 
tive  sons  of  Long  Island  and  one  who  has  passed 
his  entire  life  here,  so  directing  his  course  as 
to  not  only  achieve  success  in  his  business  un- 
dertakings, but  also  to  gain  and  retain  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  is 
thrown  in  contact.  Mr.  Cheshire  has  an  attrac- 
tive fami  estate  of  one  hinidred  and  fiftv  acres, 
the  same  being  located  in  Oyster  Bay  township, 
Nassau  county,  and  his  home  being  in  the  village 
of  Syosset,  where  he  was  born  on  the  i6th  of 
June,  1845,  the  son  of  John  and  Eliza  (Titus) 
Cheshire,  both  representatives  of  old  and  prom- 
inent families  of  Long  Island,  where  both  were 
born.  The  original  ancestors  of  the  paternal  line 
in   this   localitv   were   two   brothers   who   evStab- 

m 

lished  their  homes  here  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, while  the  Titus  family  has  been  long  and 
prominently  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
island,  as  mav  be  seen  bv  even  cursorv  refer- 
ence  to  sketches  of  members  of  the  familv  else- 
where  in  this  publication.  John  Cheshire  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  his  death  occurring  in 
the  year  185 1,  while  his  widow  survived  him 
many  years,  passing  to  her  reward  in  1893.  Of 
their  nine  children  those  who  survive  are  as  fol- 
lows: Esther,  the  widow  of  Albert  Duryea  and 
now  a  resident  of  Syosset ;  ]Mary  E.,  the  wife  of 
Henrv  Bradv,  of  Brooklvn ;  James,  a  resident  of 
Huntington,  SuflPolk  county :  Titus,  who  resides 
at  Oyster  Bay ;  Albert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Phoebe,  wife  of  Joseph  A.  \'elsor,  of  Cold 
Springs;  and  Emma  A.,  wife  of  John  Howe,  of 
New  York  city. 

Albert   Cheshire    was   reared    in    Svosset,   in 


whose  public  schools  he  secured  the  early  educa- 
tional training  which  has  served  as  the  basis  of 
a  broad  fund  of  knowledge  acquired  in  connec- 
tion with  the  practical  affairs  of  life.  His  busi- 
ness career  has  been  successful,  and  for  a  period 
of  fourteen  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  butcher- 
ing business  at  Huntington.  Since  retiring 
from  this  enterprise  he  has  resided  on  his  farm 
and  devoted  his  attention  to  general  agriculture 
and  to  the  raising  of  and  dealing  in  cattle  and 
other  live  stock,  his  thorough  knowledge  of 
values  in  this  line  having  contributed  materially 
to  his  success. 

He  gives  his  support  to  the  independent 
party,  but  has  never  sought  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  political  office,  though  his  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  communitv  has  been  evinced 
in  his  public-spirited  attitude,  and  he  has  served 
for  a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  school  trustees.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
( )yster  Bay  Bank  since  its  organization,  and  also 
one  of  the  finance  committee.  His  religious 
faith  is  that  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  church  at 
Woodbury  from  his  early  youth.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order,  in  whose 
affairs  he  takes  a  deep  interest.  In  1869  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Cheshire  to  Miss 
Jane  \  an  Sise,  who  was  born  in  Queens  county. 
Long  Island,  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  Van  Sise, 
of  the  old  Knickerbocker  stock  of  this  state. 
They  have  seven  sons,  namely:  George  A., 
Camillus  R.  and  John  R.,  twins,  Raymond  E., 
Sanuiel  T.,  and  Leslie  G.  and  Austin  C,  twins. 

EUGENE  T.  CARLTON. 

Eugene  T.  Carlton,  chief  car  inspector  for  the 
Long  Island  Railroad,  was  bom  in  Saratoga 
county.  New  York,  on  the  i6th  of  February, 
1856,  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  county 
of  his  nativity.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  mer- 
amtile  pursuits.  In  1884  he  entered  the  railway 
service,  becoming  chief  car  inspector  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  with  headquarters  at 
Newark,  Ohio,  remaining  in  that  position  until 
the  year  1893.    From  December  of  that  year  until 
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Deotoiber,  1894,  he  served  as  chief  car  inspector 
for  the  Elgin,  Joliet  ft  Eastern  Railroad,  maintain- 
ing his  residence  at  Joliet  In  December,  1894, 
lie  assumed  the  position  of  master  car  bnilder,  in 
^hich  he  served  mitil  18^,  and  in  that  year  was 
promoted  to  die  superintendency  of  the  car  de- 
Xnrtment  for  the  El^in,  Joliet  ft  Eastern  Railroad. 
He  later  resigned  that  office  to  acGq>t  a  position 
ivith  the  Schoen  Pressed  Steel  Gxnpany  of  Pitts- 
Inirg,' assuming  his  duties  with  that  corporation 
<m  die  15th  of  February,  1898.  In  July,  1899, 
after  having  resigned  his  former  position,  he  be- 
-came  chief  car  inspector  for  the  Long  Island 
Railroad  Company,  which  important  position  he 
-still  holds.  He  makes  his  home  in  Long  Island 
<3ty.  Mn  Carlton  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intelligeoo^  and  his  close  attention^  to  duty  and 
lionorabie  methods  have  gained  for  him  the  con- 
iidence  of  the  company  which  he  so  ably  repre- 
mcats. 

CHAM-ES  H.  VOIGT. 

m 

Of  the  manufacturers  in  the  pleasant  town  of 
Hicksville,  Long  Island,  none  are  better  or  more 
-&vorably  known  than  Charles  H.  Votgt,  owner 

of  the  sash,  door  and  blind  factory,  and  planing 
mill.  Besides  this  he  is  also  in  the  under- 
taking business.  Mr.  Voigt  was  bom  in  Hicks- 
ville on  April  20,  i860,  the  son  of  Charles  G.  and 
Mary  (Nickolaus)  Voigft.  His  education  was 
received  in  private  schools.  After  completing  his 
schooling  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with 
his  father.  After  thoroughly  learning  this  brandi 
"he  took  up  his  abode  in  New  York,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  from  1879  ""^^^  1886.  In  this 
year  he  returned  to  Hicksville  and  on  April  ist 
became  a  partner  in  his  father's  business,  the  firm 
becomine:  well  known  under  the  name  of  C.  G. 
Voigt  &  Son.  On  April  i,  1901,  he  became  sole 
proprietor  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Voigt  was  married  on  May  19,  1885,  to 
Amelia  Steers,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna 
C.  Steers.  Three  children  have  blessed  their 
union,  Charles  G.,  Anna  C.  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy.  He  is  a  charter  member  and  deputy 
.$^rand   regent   of   Hicksville   Council   No.    1159, 


Royal  Arcanum ;  a  member  of  New  Bridge  Mu« 
tuail  Benefit  Association,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Protection  volunteer  hook  and  ladder  compaaiy  of 
Hicksville*  with  which  he  has  been  connected  for 
eight  years.  He  takes  mudb  interest  in  the  good 
of  the  community  in  which  be  lives  and  is  presi- 
dent of  ,the  board  of  education  for  the  union  free 
school  He  lias  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church,  and  is  a  consistent  member  of 
that  church.    In  his  political  views  he  is  a  standi 


Mr.  Voigt's  attention  has  been  closely  con- 
centrated upon  his  busmess  affairs,  and  from  his 
careful  st4>ervisiQn,  his.  wise  judgment  and 
shrewd  discrimination  he  has  placed  his  financial 
matters  upon  a  solid  basis*  He  is  singularly 
tdessed  by  nature  for  the  control  of  important 
interests,  and  it  is  &ir  to  {H-esume  that  his  career 
in  the  future  will  be  a  continuation  of  that  sue- 
cess  he  has  so  justly  merited  in  the  past  He 
is  ever  ready  to  help  others  less  fortunate  than  he. 
Particularly  in  matters  pertaining  to  his  native 
town  is  he  both  active  and  progressive,  leaving 
no  stone  unturned  for  its  betterment  Honest  and 
conscientious,  straightforward  and  eminentiy  just 
in  all  his  dealings,  Mr.  Voigt  is  a  man  whose  popu- 
laritv  is  well  deserved. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Mr.  Charles  G. 
Voigt,  was  bom  near  Leipsic,  Germany,  on  De- 
ceinber  6,  1828.  He  sailed  for  this  country  in 
185 1.  Soon  after  arriving  in  New  York  he  went 
to  Hicksville,  where  he  remained  for  a  time,  re- 
turning at  length  to  New  York.  In  1857  we  find 
him  again  in  Hicksville,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  built  himself  a  home,  engaging  in  carpenter- 
ing and  building  with  Charles  Reicht  In  1862 
he  built  a  small  shop  and  began  the  manufacture 
of  window  sashes  and  doors  by  hand.  In  1864, 
in  conjunction  with  Charles  Reicht  and  August 
Schaeflfer,  he  built  Trinity  German  Lutheran 
church  in  Hicksville.  In  1869,  his  business  de- 
manding It,  he  built  a  larger  workshop,  intro- 
ducing horse  power  to  run  his  machinery,  the 
machinery  being  all  his  own  make.  In  1870  he 
added  undertaking  to  his  business,  and  in  1886 
introduced  steam  power  in  his  factory. 

He  was  married  in  New  Yoric  in  1857,  to  Mary 
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Nickolaits,  and  to  their  union  were  boni  Charles 
H. ;  Anieha,  who  died  ;  Jacob :  Mary  J. ;  William, 
who  died  in  childhood  ;  Johanna :  and  Henry.  He 
died  July  26,  1890,  and  his  wife  on  April  11, 
1876.  As  a  busmess  man  Mr.  \'oi|^  was  lx)th 
capable  and  trustworthy.  He  l>ore  an  enviable 
renntation,  and  confidence  in  him  was  eminentlv 
justified,  as  his  word  was  considered  as  gcxxl  as 
his  bond. 

THOMAS     POLLITT. 

The  popular  >tation  master  for  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  at  Lynbrook  is  Thomas  Pollitt,  a 
son  of  the  late  James  and  Mary  (Mahoney)  I*ol- 
liti.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Glencove,  Lonjj 
Island,  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  four  children, 
namely:  Thomas,  Frederick,  May  and  Nellie, 
the  last  two  being  twin  sisters.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Thomas  l*ollitt,  of  this  review,  accjuired  his 
<*ducation  in  the  public  schools  of  Locust  \'alley 
and  in  Glencove,  Long  Island,  anrl  afterward 
studied  telegraphy  at  Mineola,  Long  Lsland. 
where  he  subsequently  became  assistant  station 
agent.  He  was  a])pointed  agent  at  Lynbrook  on 
the  6th  of  April,  1900,  and  is  an  efficient  and 
painstaking  representative,  highly  esteemed  by 
the  company  and  the  patrons  of  the  line  for  his 
many  good  qualities. 

ASHTON   L.    MARSH. 

The  average  opportunities  for  advancement 
which  are  aflForded  to  the  average  young  Ameri- 
can are  such  that  almost  any  young  man  of  fair 
education  and  abilities  may  hope  by  honesty  and 
industry  to  rise  to  a  comfortable  position  in  the 
world.  Young  men  who,  like  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  above,  surpass  in  those  quali- 
ties which  make  for  success  in  life  are  quite  sure 
to  Qfet  along  satisfactorilv. 

Ashton  L.  Marsh,  express  agent  and  station 
agent  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  at 
Lindenhurst.  Long  Island,  was  born  at  Astoria, 
Queens  county,  New  York,  July  7,  1864.  a  son 


of  Lewis  S.  Marsh  and  Josephine  (Alston)  Ash- 
ton. Lewis  S.  Marsh  was  a  son  of  M.  L.  Marsh, 
once  a  prominent  wholesale  druggist  in  New  York 
city,  who  had  five  children,  as  follows:  Canfield, 
dead:  Loreita,  wife  of  General  James  F.  Hall; 
Mnry,  wife  of  William  Halbershaw ;  Lewis  S. ; 
Julia,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Justice 
Hitchcock,  of  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey.  Lewis 
S.  Marsh  was  l)orn  in  New  York  city,  and  spent 
his  early  life  there.  He  was  graduated  at  the 
military  college  at  White  Plains,  Westchester 
county.  New  York,  and  afterward  entered  busi- 
ness life.  For  man^'  vears  he  was  in  the  w-hole- 
sale  crockery  trade  in  New  York  city,  but  after- 
ward took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and  practiced 
his  profession  in  Railway  and  Elizabeth,  New 
Jersey,  and  later  at  Kansas  City.  Missouri,  from 
which  ])iace  he  returned  east  and  located  at  Hack- 
ensack.  New  Jersey,  where  he  is  a  well  known 
practitioner  at  this  time.  He  attained  to  con- 
siderable professional  prominence  in  Kansas  City, 
where  for  some  time  he  was  demonstrator  of  an- 
atomy in  the  leading  medical  college.  Doctor 
Marsh  has  three  sons,  Ashton  L.,  Herbert,  who 
is  an  accountant  with  the  Fidelitv  and  Casualitv 
Company  of  New  York,  and  Morgan  DeGrand, 
who  is  connected  with  the  banking  department  of 
the  same  corpt)ration. 

Ashton  L.  Marsh  gained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey.  After 
,  leaving  school  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  in  that 
city.  Later  he  was  employed  for  a  time  in  the 
office  of  the  Bankers'  and  Merchants'  Telegraph 
Company,  but  returned  to  the  Western  Union 
Telegra])h  Company  to  accept  a  position  in  its 
office  at  Newark.  New  Jersey.  He  next  became 
train  dispatcher  and  operator  for  the  New  York 
Centnil  Railroad  Company  and  was  afterwards 
emT)loyed  in  the  same  capacity  on  several  other 
lines,  among  them  the  West  Shore,  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  and  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
h  Santa  Fe  railwavs.  During  the  past  five  years 
he  ha',  been  connected  with  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road as  station  master  at  Rockaway  Park,  West- 
burv.  and  for  three  years  past  at  Lindenhurst. 

Mr.  ^larsh  is  a  member  of  Rristow  Lodge, 
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\i\  524,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  with  his  wife  attends  the  services  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  church,  toward  the  maintenance 
,0*  which  he  is  a  liberal  contributor.  A  wide- 
awake man  of  much  public  spirit  and  of  a  very 
genial  nature,  he  is  very  pt^ular  with  a  wide  dr- 
de  of  acquaintances.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Briukerhoff,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Harriet 
Brinkerhoff,  of  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  and  has 
one  child,  Emma,  who  was  bom  June  28,  1S8S. 

J.  FRED  HEGEMAN. 

Jaines  Fred  Hegeman,  one  of  the  descendants 
of  an  old  Holland  Dutch  family  which  settled  on 
Long  Island  in  the  early  history  of  our  country, 
members  of  which  became  extensive  farmers,  is 
a  familiar  figure  to  the  citizens  of  Munson,  Nas- 
sau county.  Long  I^and,  where  he  has  resided  for 
many  years.  He  was  bom  at  Old  Westbury  cm 
February  15,  1838,  the  son  of  Elbert  and  Jane  E. 
(Hendrickson)  H^eman.  Elbert  H^^eman  was 
bom  at  Oyster  Bay,  the  son  of  Jacobus  Hegeman, 
and  he  folknved  the  vocation  of  his  ancestors, 
that  of  cultivating  the  soil,  in  which  he  was  em- 
inently successful;  he  departed  this  life  in  1894 
at  Sea  Cliff,  Long  Island,  where  he  made  his 
home ;  he  is  remembered  as  a  man  of  excellent 
characteristics  and  uprig^ht  principles.  His  wife 
was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  Hendrickson  of 
Westbury,  wlio  also  belonged  to  an  old  Long 
Island  family;  she  died  in  1844,  leaving  her  hus- 
band and  one  son,  James. 

James  F.  Hegeman,  to  whom  this  sketch  par- 
ticularly refers,  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  which  oc- 
curred when  James  was  nineteen  years  old,  he 
left  home  in  order  to  secure  a  wider  knowledge 
of  life  iiJ  the  outside  world.  He  had,  as  early  as 
his  sixteenth  year,  become  interested  in  business 
as  an  aurtioncer.  and  in  this  line  he  gained  a  wide 
reputation  as  well  as  financial  success.  He  is 
credited  with  having  conducted  the  largest  auc- 
tion sale  of  horses  ever  carried  on  in  the  city  of 
nrooldyn.  said  sale  extending  over  a  period  of 
nine  weeks  without  a  day's  intermission;  at  this 
time  he  disposed  of  from  one  to  three  car  loads 


of  horses  a  day.  His  operatioas  in  tbc  selling  of 
horses  occiq>ied  his  attention  ttujce  particularly 
from  1891  to  1895.  Aside  from  his  otherwise' 
busy  career  he  creditaUy  filled  the  responsiUe 
position  of  judge  of  the  court  of  oomnKMi  pleas, 
showing  his  marvelous  capacity  for  attending  to 
matters  of  wide  and  varied  scope.  Barring  &is 
position  of  public  trust,  Mr.  Hegeman  has  ac- 
cepted no  other  office,  althoi^h  rqjeatedly  bn-- 
portuned  to  do  so  by  his  Democratic  constitu- 
ency, in  whose  interests  he  has  ever  been  ready 
and  willing  to  engage  in  active  work. 

Mr.  Hegeman  married  Miss  A.  A.  Chapman, 
the  daughter  of  William  Chapman,  a  well  known 
merchant  of  New  .Yoric  city ;  they  had  six  ciiil- 
drcn,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living,  a  daughter, 
the  wife  of  William  B.  Lawden,  secretary  and 
manager  of  the  New  York  Bill-Posting  Cotn- 


J.  ENSOR  HUTCHESON,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  Ensor  Hutchesai,  of  Rodcvflle  Cen- 
ter, Long  Island,  a  practiticmer  of  excellent  at- 
tainments, was  bom  in  1869,  in  Lynbrook,  New 
York,  son  of  Robert  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Ensor)  Hutcheson.  The  father  was  bom  on 
one  of  the  Bahama  islands,  of  English  parents, 
who  afterward  came  to  the  United  States  and 
made  their  home  on  Long  Island.  Robert  - 
Hutcheson  received  his  literary  and  professional 
education  in  England,  and  after  receiving  his 
medical  detjree  entered  upon  practice  at  Brook- 
lyn. Long  Island,  whence  he  removed  to  Rock- 
ville  Center.  He  practiced  there  usefully  and 
successively  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  then 
went  into  comparative  retirement  on  account  of 
a  cataract  in  the  eye.  He  afterward  tocJc  up  con- 
sultation work,  which  yet  engages  his  attention. 
His  wife  died  in  1892.  He  was  father  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living:  Dr.  J.  Ensor 
Hutcheson  and  Dr.  Robert  F.  Hutcheson,  of 
.  Rockviile  Center ;  Eliza  A.  and  Euterpe  M. 
Hutcheson,  who  reside  in  Lawrence.  Both  the 
sons  embraced  the  profession  of  the  father. 

John    Ensor    Hutcheson,    oldest  son  of  Dr. 
Robert  W.  Hutcheson,  completed  his  literary  edii- 
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cation  in  the  Polytechnic  Institute,  Brooklyn.  In- 
heriting a  disposition  for  medicine,  and  instructed 
in  considerable  degree  by  his  father,  he  became  a 
pliysician,  completing  his  professional  studies  in 
Bellevue  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1890.  As  a  student  he  had  made  a 
creditable  record,  and  was  offered  an  appointment 
in  the  college  hospital,  but  this  he  declined  to  en- 
ter upon  practice  at  Rockville  Center.  He  has 
been  so  engaged  to  the  present  time,  usefully  and 
successfully,  and  has  arrived  at  a  position  where 
his  attainments  are  widely  recognized  by  his 
professional  associates  and  in  an  influential  and 
appreciative  community  and  neighborhood. 

In  i8qo  Dr.  Hutcheson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Jessie  Vernon  Turner,  daughter  of 
J.  V.  D.  Turner,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  of 
the  marriage  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Gladys 
Ensor.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hutcheson  are  useful  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Dr. 
Hutcheson  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias, of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  of  various  col- 
lege societies.  He  has  long  served  as  health  offi- 
cer of  his  village,  and  in  political  affairs  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  His  fine  personal 
qualities  bring  him  as  high  regard  in  social  circles 
as  do  his  professional  attainments  in  his  practice. 

PHILANDER  R.  JENNINGS. 

Philander  R.  Jennings,  who  is  connected  with 
the  commercial  activity  of  New  York  and  is  a 
prominent  resident  of  Merrick,  is  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois, but  represents  an  old  New  England  family 
that  has  furnished  loval  soldiers  to  defend  the 
nation :  two  of  his  ancestors  were  heroes  of  the 
Revolution  and  two  served  in  the  war  of  181 2. 
Hezekiah  Jennings,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Connecticut,  about  1790,  but 
later  removed  to  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  and 
it  was  there  that  Henry  S.  Jennings,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
of  day.  In  early  life  he  was  a  merchant  at  Sag 
Harbor.  He  married  Eliza  Cook,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  Cook,  of  New  York,  and  in  J848  re- 
moved to  Illinois,  where  he  maintained  his  resi- 
dence for  a  number  of  years.     In  his  political 
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views  he  was  a  very  active  and  earnest  Republi- 
can, unfaltering  in  support  of  the  principles  of 
the  party,  and  of  General  James  A.  Gartield  he 
was  an  extremelv  warm  admirer.  He  served  in 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  but  never  sought 
political  preferment  as  a  reward  for  party  loyalty. 
His  death  occurred  in  1885.  * 

Philander  R.  Jennings  was  one  of  a  family 
of  nine  children,  and  in  the  local  schools  near  his 
boyhood's  home  he  began  his  education,  which  he 
continued  in  Plaintield  College,  in  Plainfield,  Illi- 
nois. In  1867  ^^^  came  to  the  Atlantic  coast  and 
has  since  been  identified  with  the  business  inter- 
ests of  the  metropolis.  In  1869  he  secured  a  clerk- 
ship in  the  house  of  Bruce  &  Cook,  which  was  es- 
tablished in  t8i2  by  John  W.  Bruce,  and  became 
the  firm  of  Bruce  &  Cook  in  1854,  and  has  not 
since  been  changed.  As  he  mastered  the  business 
in  its  various  phases  and  displayed  ability  and 
energy,  he  gained  promotion,  and  in  1880  he  was 
admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  business.  The 
business  is  in  tin  plate  and  metals,  with  offices  at 
TOO  Water  street,  and  warehouses  occupying  Nos. 
186  to  190  Water  street,  and  248-250  Pearl  street, 
New  York,  and  their  business  relations  in  New 
York  and  other  counties  render  this  a  profitable 
investment.  The  old  established  reputation  of 
the  house  for  straightforward  dealing  is  main- 
tained by  the  present  partners,  all  of  whom  are 
men  of  known  reliabilitv  and  business  worth. 

In  1884  Mr.  Jennings  married  B.  M.  Louise 
Asman,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  J.  Van  de  Berg 
Asman,  of  a  prominent  H9lland  family,  some  of 
her  ancestors  being  among  the  king's  guard.  Mrs. 
Jennings  is  one  of  the  governors  of  the  Nassau 
Hospital  and  interested  in  many  good  works. 
Mr.  Jennings  is  warden  of  the  church  of  the 
Redeemer  at  Merrick,  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
church  conventions  at  Garden  City  and  was  a 
delegate  to  California  in  190 1,  serving  on  the 
committee  on  diocese.  He  is  treasurer  of  the 
archdeaconry  of  Queens  and  Nassau  counties,  is 
one  of  the  managers  of  the  Church  Charity  Foun- 
dation of  Brooklvn  and  a  trustee  of  the  House  of 
Mercv  in  New  York,  from  all  of  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  he  is  a  man  of  kindly  and  helpful  spirit, 
ever  ready  to  extend  the  hand  of  assistance  to 
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tho^e  in  need.  Ue  is  deeply  interested  in  all  that 
perlains  li>  tlie  moral  elevation  of  his  fellow  men 
and  is  inosl  active  and  earnest  in  church  and 
charitable  work.  I-Ic  is  a  mcntber  of  the  Union 
League  and  of  the  Fulton  Club  of  New  York 
city,  the  New  York  Church  Club  and  the  Garden 
City  Golf  Club,  taking  a  very  active  interest  in 
the  last  named.  Ten  years  ago  he  built  a  country 
home  in  Merrick,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His 
is  n  well  rotmded  character,  and  business,  social 
and  moral  interesfs  receive  due  attention,  thus 
producing  symmetrical  development  of  the  tri- 
fold  nature  of  man.  His  energy  and  perseverance 
have  made  him  a  prominent  factor  in  business; 
his  kindly  spirit  and  good  judgment  render  him 
an  e£Fective  worker  in '  churdi  and  benevolent 
movements,  and  his  genial  manner  and  tmfailing* 
coiirtesy  nuke  tuin  papular  viA  his  tat^  circle 
of  friends. 

COUNT  ALBERT  VON  MICHEROUX. 

•The  United  States,  and  notaUy  its  metres 
olis,  affmtis  peculiarly  attractive  field  for  visitors 
from  every  nation  upon  the  globe,  who  come  for 
purposes  'of  pleasure  and  observation.  Many 
foreigners,  too,  have  come  to  make  a  permanent 
home  where  they  might  enjoy  the  utmost  pos- 
sible personal  and  political  liberty,  and  such  read- 
ily assimilated  with  its  native  population.  Few, 
however,  have  vohmtarily  relinquished  titled 
rank  and  high  family  connection  to  enter  upon  a 
purely  democratic  life,  where  the  patrician  is  re- 
duced by  his  own  act  to  the  plans  of  the  plebian. 
Of  this  small  class,  so  small  that  no  similar  case 
is  in  the  memory  of  the  writer,  a  notable  example 
is  found  in  the  person  ot  Albert  Von  Micheroux, 
a  nobleman  by  birth,  a  brilliant  soldier,  a  fine 
botanist,  an  accomplished  linguist  and  a  discrim- 
inating connoisseur,  now  a  prominent  business 
man  in  New  York  city,  making  his  residence  at 
Baldwin,  in  Nassau  county,  Long  Island.  The 
record  of  his  life  reads  as  does  a  chapter  of  ro- 
mance, and  is  well  worthy  of  preservation. 

Count  Albert  Von  Micheroux.  Duke  di  Mont- 
mercnci.  ts  u  native  of  Italy,  born  in  the  famed 
city  of  Naples.  March  6,  1842,  son  of  a  nobleman. 


a  di.xiin^uished  soldier,  vho  saw  service  in  the 
ii^nglish.  Austrian  and  Italian  amu»,  and  rose 
10  ihe  r;ink  of  general.  He  was  liberally  educated, 
graduating  from  a  military  schod  tn  Austria,  in 
wliich  he  had  been  a  student  tor  nine  years,  wtA 
complete  equipment  for  all  departments  of  flic 
military  profession.  Among  other  aiKompUsh- 
nients.  he  became  a  tine  linguist,  having  conversa- 
tional knosvledge  of  as  many  as  twelve  different 
languages.  He  took  service  in  the  Austrian  anny 
in  1862,  and  with  tlie  rank  of  major  acoHnpatued 
the  Emperor  Maximilian  to  Mexico,  and  was  a 
faithful  adherent  of  chat  ill-fated  monarch  until 
ihe  interference  of  the  United  States  caused  his 
doHiifall.  Durinq:  this  service  Count  Micheroux 
partidp^ed  in  all  the  actions  in  Mexico,  includii^ 
die  battle  of  Sadowa,  and  on  frequent  occastoss 
he  met  the>  unfortunate  Empress  Carlotta  on 
friendly  personal  terms. 

After  die  fail  ot  the  Mexican  empire,  Count 
Micheroux  expatriated'himself,  and  came  to  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  where  he  renounced  his  titles 
aud  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  For  some  time  he  was  empkiyed  in  a 
banking  house.  He  then  went  to  Chicago,  Illind^ 
where  he  established  a  silk  imp<Hting  house  and 
built  np  a  leading  business  in  that  line.  He  lost 
all  he  had  in  the  great  fire,  and,  without  insurance, 
was  left  penniless.  He  then  came  to  New  York 
city,  where  he  foimd  employment  as  a  commer- 
cial traveler  for  a  leading  wine  house.  In  the 
course  of  time  he  had  accumulated  sufficient 
means  to  enter  upon  business  on  his  own  account, 
and  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Von 
Micheroux  &  Company,  importers  and  wholesale 
wine  and  liquor  merchants  at  40  Water  street. 
New  York.  At  a  later  day  he  established  his 
salesrooms  at  18  Fulton  street,  Brooklyn, 
and  a  factory  at  Nos.  2,  4,  6.  8,  ro  Columbia 
Heiplits.  He  is  a  large  importer  of  wines  and 
brandies,  and  is  a  manufacturer  of  fruit  wine  and 
prune  juice,  exporting  large  quantities  to  India 
ami  other  countries  in  the  British  empire.  He 
has  been  eminently  successful  in  business,  and 
holds  a  high  place  in  the  commercial  circles  of 
Ocater  New  York. 

In  1801,  Coimt  Micheroux  established  an  ■Ic- 
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gant  home  in  Baldwin,  Long  Island.  An  ardent 
lover  of  art  and  curios,  his  rooms  abound  in  all 
that  is  delightful  to  the  connoisseur.  Among  his 
paintings  is  a  genuine  \  an  Dyke.  His  cabinet  of 
coins,  valued  at  twenty  thousand  dollars,  com- 
prises a  larger  number  and  variety  of  rare  and 
ancient  silver  and  copper  pieces  of  all  nations 
than  does  any  other  collection,  including  many  of 
which  there  are  no  duplicates  extant,  and  the  cop- 
per coins  are  more  than  ten  gallons  in  quantity. 
The  mineralogical  collection  is  wonderful  in  its 
comprehensiveness,  drawn  from  all  portions  cf 
the  globe,  and  has  no  rival  in  extent  and  variety, 
whether  in  Europe  or  America.  Among  other 
curios  is  a  great  variety  of  watches,  represent- 
ing all  phases  of  the  development  of  the  pocket 
tirne-piece,  and  representing  the  workmanship 
of  all  nationalities  which  have  engaged  in  their 
making.  Count  Von  Micheroux  possesses  much 
valuable  silverware  and  jewelry,  and  each  piece 
bears  his  crest.  His  conservatory  adjoining  his 
residence  contains  many  rare  and  beautiful  plants. 
He  has  a  special  fondness  for  cacti,  of  w^hich  he 
has  almost  endless  varieties,  and  he  has  enabled 
various  public  and  private  collectors  to  possess 
extremely  rare  specimens. 

Count  Von  Micheroux  is  a  gentleman  of  splen- 
did social  traits,  and  is  a  favorite  in  many  ap- 
preciative circles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He 
is  sincerely  proud  of  his  American  citizenship, 
and  will  not  brook  any  captious  criticism  of  its 
history  or  its  institutions.  His  political  affilia- 
tions are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  Club  of  Brooklyn. 

JAMES    J.    DOLLARD. 

The  legal  profession  is  one  which  demands 
the  unfaltering  allegiance  of  its  members,  and  it 
does  not  confer  its  prizes  because  of  influence, 
nor  can  they  be  attained  by  purchase.  They  must 
be  eagerly  sought  and  are  the  direct  result  of 
comprehensive  knowledge,  and  of  correctness  in 
applying  this  learnmg  to  the  intricate  points  in- 
volved in  litigation.  When  one  has  attained 
prominence  at  the  bar,  therefore,  it  is  a  conclusive 


pnx)f  that  he  is  strong  in  the  possession  of  those 
qualities  which  go  to  win  success  at  the  bar — an 
analytical  mind,  plus  the  business  sense  and  a 
ready  capacity  for  hard  labor.  James  J.  Dollard 
is  well  known  in  connection  wnth  the  legal  pro- 
fession in  New  York  city,  and  although  one  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  bar  has  already  advanced 
to  a  creditable  standing  in  its  ranks. 

]\lr.  Dollard  was  born  in  the  first  ward  of  the 
metropolis.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Patrick 
Dollard,  was  one  of  the  incorporators  and  for 
many  years  the  oldest  member  of  the  New  York 
Produce  Exchange  and  was  widely  known  in  con- 
nection with  business  interests  of  the  city.  His 
son.  John  Dollard,  was  also  bom  in  New  York 
and  l)ecame  very  prominent  in  connection  with 
the  grain  trade.  His  business  reached  extensive 
proportions,  and  through  the  conduct  of  his  af- 
fairs he  amassed  a  handsome  fortune.  Removing 
to  Far  Rockaway,  he  was  for  many  years  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  this  place.  He  wadded 
Mary  Gavin  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children.  The  father  died  July  4,  1892,  but  the 
mother  still  survives  him. 

In  the  parochial  schools  Mr.  Dollard  began 
his  education,  which  was  continued  in  Manhattan 
College,  and  then  preparing  for  a  professional 
career  he  entered  the  New  York  Law  School,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1894. 
At  once  he  began  practice  in  New  York,  being 
associated  with  the  distinguished  jurist,  Charles 
A.  La  Barbier,  their  partnership  being  maintained 
for  five  years,  since  which  time  Mr.  Dollard  has 
been  alone  in  business.  He  is  well  versed  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  law  and  his  practice 
is  of  a  general  character,  connecting  him  with 
much  of  the  unportant  litigation  tried  in  the 
courts  of  his  district.  His  success  came  soon, 
because  his  equipments  were  unusually  good.  Na- 
ture endowed  him  with  strong  mentality,  and  that 
persistent  energy  and  close  application  without 
which  there  is  no  success.  His  advancement  has 
been  continuous  and  commendable  and  he  is  rec- 
ognized as  a  strong  member  of  his  chosen  calling. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  1897,  Mr.  Dollard  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  Bradley,  a 
daughtei   of  Philip  Bradley,  an  extensive  land- 
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owner  of  Far  Rockaway,  but  her  death  occurred 
in  1898.  Mr.  Dollard  is  a  member  of  various 
social  organizations  and  clubs  and  is  popular  in 
such  circles.  He  was  also  for  nine  and  a  half 
years  a  member  of  Company  C,  Seventh  Regiment 
of  the  National  Guard  of  New  York.  Although 
he  practices  in  New  York  city  he  makes  his  home 
in  Far  Rockaway,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  and 
influential  citizens  of  this  portion  of  the  island. 
Genial  in  manner,  approachable,  of  social  dis- 
position, he  wins  friends  in  the  best  social  circles 
and  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  all. 

WILLIAM  DANDISON  WOOD,  M.  D. 

There  is  no  member  of  the  community  more 
highly  respected  than  the  upright  and  honorable 
old  family  physician,  who,  like  William  D.  Wood, 
of  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  has  for  many  years 
ministered  to  the  sufferings  of  the  people  and 
been  their  confident  and  counsellor  in  many  of  the 
important  affairs  of  their  lives.  William  Dandi- 
son  W^ood,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the  old- 
est practicing  physician  on  Long  Island,  was  born 
in  Lincolnshire,  England,  August  2,  1821.  His 
parents,  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Dandison) 
Wood,  natives  of  England,  both  lived  out  their 
allotted  days  there.  Thomas  Wood,  who  was  a 
drv -goods  merchant,  died  July  10,  1832,  his  wife 
in  1856.  Their  children  were  William  D. ;  Mich- 
ael, deceased ;  Maria,  deceased ;  Philip,  a  member 
of  the  New  York  bar ;  Mary  Ann,  deceased ;  and 
Helen. 

William  D.  Wood  spent  his  early  life  in  his 
native  land,  where  he  acquired  a  good  classical 
education  and  devoted  three  years  and  a  half  to 
the  study  of  medicine.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1847  and  located  in  Vermont,  and  there 
resumed  his  medical  studies  at  Castleton  Medical 
Collejn^c,  in  which  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1855.  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Immediately 
after  receiving  his  diploma  he  located  in  Ja- 
maica. I.ong  Island,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gac^cd  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  During 
recent  years,  owing  to  his  advanced  age,  he  has 
devoted  himself  almost  exclusively  to  office  prac- 
tice.    Since  taking  u))  his  residence  at  Jamaica 


Dr.  Wood  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  its  people^ 
and  he  has  been  a  witness  of  many  changes  and 
improvements  in  that  now  flourishing  town.     A 
man  of  unswerving  honesty  and  always  reliable, 
he  had  no  difticulty  in  acquiring  and  retaining  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  community,  and  his  life 
has  been  one  of  honor  and  success.    He  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Tamaica  Bank,  was  for  manv  Vears 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Jamaica,  is 
a  vestryman    of     (Jrace    Protestant    Episcopal 
church,  of  Jamaica,  and  is  one  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Queens  County  Medical  Association.    He  has 
served  as  a  delegate  to  conventions  of  the  National 
Medical  Association,  the  New  York  State  Med- 
ical Association  and  the  Kings  County  Medical 
Association.    In  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat. 
Dr.  Wood  married  Mary  Ann  Wilson,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Wilson,  of  Albany  coun- 
ty. New  York,  and  who  died  in  1897.    Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows :    Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried D.  J.  Rider ;  Philip  M.,  a  prominent  physician 
of  Jamaica ;  Mary  Frances,  widow  of  the  late 
Henry  H.  Snuth ;  William  Thomas,  who  died  in 
his  seventh  vear. 

m 

Philip  M.  Wood,  M.  D.,  son  of  William  Dan- 
dison and  Mary  Ann  (Wilson)  Wood,  has  been 
in  active  medical  practice  in  Jamaica  for  twenty- 
five  years,  and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  physi- 
cians in  that  vicinity.  Born  there  February  24, 
1856,  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  town  and  early  evinced  an  inclination  for  the 
medical  profession.  After  studying  medicine  un- 
der his  father's  preceptorship  he  entered  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York,  and  was 
graduated  in  that  institution  with  the  degree  of 
]\I.  D.,  in  1876,  at  the  unusual  age  of  twenty  years. 
Immediately  afterward  he  began  practice  in  Ja- 
maica, where  he  has  risen  to  prominence  as  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  and  as  a  citizen.  He  was  phy- 
sician in  charge  of  the  Queens  County  Asylum 
for  the  Insane  at  Mineola,  Long  Island,  from  1878 
to  1883.  and  resigned  the  position  in  order  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  private  practice. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Queens  Count v  Metlical 
Society,  is  a  Mason  and  worships  with  the  Re- 
formed church. 
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Jri  1889  he  married  Minnie  Betz,  a  daughter 
of  the  late  John  Betz,  of  Queens,  Long  Island, 
and  they  have  a  son  named  Edgar  P.  Wood  and 
a  daughter  Elsie  Wood. 

THE   WHITNEY   FAMILY,   OF   LONG 

ISLAND. 

The  best  English  authorities  state  that  the 
family  of  Whitney  is  of  Saxon  origin,  and  was 
seated  in  Hertfordshire,  England,  l)efore  the  Nor- 
man conciuest.  In  the  year  1086  Eustace,  who 
was  Lord  of  Whitney,  in  the  county  of  Here- 
ford, in  conformity  with  the  Norman  custom, 
took  the  surname  of  Whitnev,  and  was  the  ances- 
tor  of  a  long  line  of  knights  and  gentlemen  who 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  field  for  four  or 
^\^  centuries. 

Henry  Whitney,  known  as  the  Long  Island 
and  Connecticut  ancestor,  was  born  in  England 
about  1620.  The  first  record  of  him  is  when  he 
was  associated  with  three  others,  October  8,  1649, 
in  the  purchase  of  land  at  Hashamommock  in 
Southold,  Long  Island.  He  removed  to  Hunt- 
ington, Long  Island,  and  was  a  resident  there 
August  17,  1658.  He  settled  in  Jamaica  in  1661, 
removing  thence  to  Nor  walk,  Connecticut,  in 
1665.  He  was  one  of  the  petitioners  in  May, 
1672,  for  liberty  to  begin  a  new  "plantation  neare 
the  backside  of  Norwalke."  This  was  Danbury. 
Leave  was  granted  and  the  plantation  was  be- 
gun in  1684,  but  he  did  not  live  to  take  part  in  it. 
He  died  in  1673,  leaving  a  son,  John. 

John  Whitney,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  prob- 
ably before  his  father  went  to  Southold.  He  set- 
tled with  his  father  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  and 
engaged  in  business  as  a  millwright  and  miller. 
He  died  in  Norwalk  in  1720.  He  married, 
March  17,  167^,  Elizabeth  Smith,  daughter  of 
Richard,  and  had  five  children,  of  whom  Richard 
(2d)  was  the  fifth. 

Richard  Whitney,  fifth  son  of  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Smith)  Whitney,  was  born  at  Xorwalk, 
Connecticut,  April  18,  1687,  resided  there  for  a 
number  of  years  and  finally  settled  in  that  part 
of  Stratfield  Societv  which  lav  in  the  town  of 
Fairfield.    He  was  living  there  October  18,  1714, 


when  he  sold  land  in  Norwalk  to  "William  Jarvis, 
of  Huntington,  on  ye  Island  of  Nassau."  He 
married,  April  7,  1709,  Hannah  Darling,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Beers)  Darl- 
ing, of  Fairchild.  They  had  five  children,  of 
whom  Daniel  (ist)  was  the  fifth. 

Daniel  Whitney  (ist)  son  of  Richard  and 
Hannah  (DarHng)  Whitney,  was  bom  at  Strat- 
field parish,  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  April  24,  1723, 
and  settled  at  Stamford,  Connecticut.  He  served 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  enlisted  under 
the  first  call  for  troops  in  April  and  May,  1775, 
and  served  under  General  Wooster  in  New  York 
and  then  belonged  to  the  Northern  Department. 
The  following  year  he  was  in  Captin  Keeler's 
company,  Bradley's  battalion,  Wadsworth\s  bri- 
gade, and  took  part  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Wash- 
ington, but  was  among  the  fortunate  ones  who 
escaped  capture  when  the  fort  surrendered.  He 
was  a  private  in  Captain  Jonathan  Whitney's 
company,  attached  to  General  Wooster's  com- 
mand, i77(>-77,  and  probably  rendered  other 
service.  He  drew  a  pension  under  the  act  of 
1 8 18.  He  married  Hester  Classon  and  had  six 
children,  of  whom  Darling  was  the  fifth. 

Major  Darling  Whitney,  fifth  child  of  Daniel 
and  Hester  (Classon)  Whitney,  was  born  at 
Stamford,  Connecticut,  September  25,  1758, 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  was  a 
private  in  Captain  Samuel  Keeler's  company 
with  his  father,  participating  in  the  defense  of 
Fort  Washington,  November  16,  1776,  but  was 
probably  captured,  the  remarks  opposite  his 
name  being  **Died  ?"  which,  of  course,  was  a  mis- 
take. He  afterward  settled  on  a  fann  at  East 
Woods,  now  the  village  of  Woodbury,  Oyster 
Bay,  Long  Island.  He  was  a  major  in  the  war  of 
18 1 2,  and  was  for  some  time  stationed  at  Fort 
Greene,  in  Brooklyn,  under  General  Johnson.  In 
May,  1819,  he  sold  his  farm  to  his  son  and  re- 
moved to  New  York  city,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business.  He  died  at  the  corner  of 
Attorney  and  Stanton  streets,  New  York,  No- 
vember 14,  1834.  He  married,  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1779,  Sarah  Valentine,  of  Oyster  Bay 
(born  December  29,  1757),  daughter,  it  is 
thought,  of  Richard  Valentine  and  great-grand- 
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daughter  of  Richard  Valentine,  who  came  from 
Lancashire,  England.    She  cUed  July  14,  1821, 

He  married,  secondly,  Catharine ,    He 

h^d  seven  children  by  his  first  wife,  of  whom 
Daniel  (2d)  was  the  second. 

Daniel  Whitney  (2d),  son  of  Major  Darling 
and  Sarah  (Valentine)  Whitney,  was  bom  at 
East  Woods,  now  Woodbury,  Long  Island,  July 
2,  1781,  and  resided  on  the  farm.  He  was  a  Ueu- 
tenant  of  militia  in  the  war  of  181 2  and  served 
for  three  months  at  Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island. 
After  the  war  for  a  short  time  he  commandied  a 
sloop  on  the  Hudson  river  and  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  in  May,  1819,  bought  and  settled  oa 
his  father's  homestead  at  East  Woods.  He  mar- 
ried, first,  Amelia,  daughter  of  Jonathan  S.  and 
Deborah  Valentine,  of  West  Hills,  Huntington, 
Lcmg  Island;  she  died  September  23,  1810,  and 
he  married,  seccoidly,  April  3,  1813,  Nancy  Val- 
entine, a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  The  children, 
all  by  the  second  wife,  were : 

I.  Amelia  Ann,  bom  at  West  Hills,  Hunt- 
ington, September  17,  1814,  married  Charleis  A. 
Van  Sise,  and  died  December  22,  1864. 

II.  John  Clawson,  bom  May  31,  1817, 
married  Catharine  Webb,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Catharine  Webb,  and  died  August  9,  1877. 

III.  Daniel  Darling  Whitney. 

IV.  Scudder  Valentine  Whitney,  bom 
March  11,  1821,  married  Elizabeth  Titus,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Phebe  Titus,  of  Glen 
Cove,  Long  Island,  April  19,1849.  He  still  lives 
on  the  homestead. 

V.  Sarah  Ellis  Whitney,  born  July  8,  1823, 
married  W.  H.  Montfort,  February  28,  1846. 

VI.  Timothy  Titus  Whitney,  born  May  6, 
1827;  died  December  31,  1827. 

HON.   DANIEL   DARLING   WHITNEY, 

Third  child  of  Daniel  (2d)  and  Nancy  (Valen- 
tine) Whitney,  was  born  at  East  Woods,  Wood- 
bury, Oyster  Bay  township,  January  31,  1819. 
Like  most  boy's  of  that  period  he  worked  on  the 
farm  during  the  summer  and  attended  school 
during  the  winter  months.  At  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen he  came  to  New  York  citv  and  obtained  em- 


ployment in  the  retail  grocery  store  of  Cornelius 
M.  Lewis.  After  two  years'  experience  he  ob- 
tained a  clerkship  with  Th(»nas  Day  Gerald,  Na 
20  Fulton  street,  Brooklyn,  and  at  the  end  of 
four  years  he  and  his  brother,  John  Clawsoo 
Whitney,  established  the  wholesale  grocery  and 
flour  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  C.  & 
W.  W.  Whitney,  which  has  continued  without 
intermissicm  for  more  than  half  a  century,  die 
original  firm  being  succeeded  by  a  son  of  each  of 
the  former  partners.  This  is  probably  one  of  the 
oldest,  if  not  the .  oldest,  mercantile  firm  in . 
Broddyn. 

Without  neglecting  in  any  way  his  business 
affairs,  Mr.  Whitney  became  interested  in  politics 
as  early  as  1858,  when  he  was  elected  alderman 
on  the  Democratic  ticket;  and  again  elected  in 
1863-64-65-68-69 ;  was  president  of  the  board  in 
1865.  '  In  the  latter  year,  during  the  absence  of 
the  mayor,  Hon.  A.  M.  Wood,  who  went  with 
Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher  and  the  Brodclyn  del- 
egation to  assist  in  the  ceremony  of  restoring  the 
national  flag  to  Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  harbor, 
Mr.  Whitney  became  acting  mayor,  and  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  rq>re- 
sent  the  city  of  Brooklyn  at  President  Lincoln's 
funeral  in  Washington.  He  has  been  president 
of  the  Hamilton  Fire  Insurance  Company  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  was  made 
registrar  of  arrears  for  Brookl>Ti  in  1875. 

He  succeeded  Hon.  Seth  Low  as  mayor  of 
Brooklyn  in  1886-87,  after  a  hotly  contested  elec- 
tion. The  Brooklyn  Eagle,  referring  to  his  elec- 
tion, said:  "There  never  was  a  moment  in  the 
campaign  since  Mr.  Whitney  was  selected  as  the 
choice  of  the  Democratic  convention  where  any 
other  issue  was  possible.  The  conditions  all  ren- 
dered opposition  to  him  in  the  sense  of  obstruct- 
ing his  election  futile,  and  the  handsome  plural- 
ity which  stands  opposite  his  name  in  the  returns, 
in  spite  of  the  questionable  influences  that  were 
brought  to  bear  against  his  canvass,  is  evidence 
that  at  no  time  had  the  people  of  Brooklyn  any 
doubt  as  to  the  choice  to  be  made." 

On  taking  his  seat  in  January  following,  the 
Eagle  said  further :  ''Mayor  Whitney  represents 
in  the  distinctest  manner  possible  the  Democratic 
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party  and  is  pledged  to  manage  the  government 
through  Democratic  agents.  He  represents  the 
commonality  acting  for  itself  and  full  of  confi- 
dence in  its  ability  to  take  care  of  itself.  It  has 
not,  we  dare  say,  ever  occurred  to  him  that  he  is 
'better  than  his  party,'  or  that  there  is  anything 
degrading  in  being  a  party  man.  If  the  outcome 
of  Mavor  W'hitnev's  administration  shall  be  as 
we  think  it  will,  to  show  that  the  Brooklyn  svs- 

"  mm 

tem  of  municipal  government  is  gixxl  whether  in 
the  hands  of  independent  Republicans  or  Demo- 
crats, we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  accept  it  as  a 
permanent  feature  of  our  civic  life.  Mr.  Whitney 
has  already  proven  his  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  present  conditions  of  the  municipality 
and  a  keen  percej)tion  of  its  needs  and  the  means 
of  supplying  them.*' 

One  year  from  this  time  the  Eagle  voiced  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  Brooklyn  and  gave  its 
unqualified  ap]>roval  of  the  administration  of 
Mayor  Whitney  in  the  following  terms,  in  re- 
ferring to  his  message:  *'l^>om  the  first  to  the 
last  word  the  practical  character  of  the  mayor's 
message  is  noticeable.  Not  a  subject  is  intro- 
duced except  such  as  concern  home  affairs. 
They  are  treated  narratively  yet  in  a  way  which 
make  the  facts  a  defense  and  an  argument,  a 
commendation  and  an  advocacy,  an  indication 
and  a  vindication  of  the  course  of  the  nnmicipal 
government  for  the  year  which  has  passed.  One 
of  the  exercised  rights  of  P>ro()k]yn  is  to  criticise 
and  advise  their  public  servants.  That  right,  to 
be  justified,  should  rest  on  knowledge.  That 
knowledge  cannot  be  obtained  unless  the  facts 
are  perused.  The  extent  of  the  message  is  meas- 
urable by  the  interest  Brooklynites  have  in 
Brooklyn  affairs.  All  through,  the  message  is 
loyal  to  Brooklyn  as  well  as  replete  with  Brook- 
lyn facts  and  opinions." 

The  records  show  that  during  ]Mr.  Whitney's 
administration  the  debt  of  the  city  was  reduced 
over  four  million  dollars.  His  aim  was  to  admin- 
ister the  affairs  of  the  city  just  as  he  would  his 
own  business,  and  he  never  allowed  himself  to 
be  swerved  from  the  battle  of  dulv  throucfh  any 
political  influences  or  pressure.  In  all  his  public 
acts  Mr.  Whitney  has  sought  the  guidance  of  a 


Higher  Power,  and  has  strictly  adhered  to  the 
conditions  contained  in  the  words  of  Cardinal 
Woolsev,  viz. :  **Let  all  the  ends  thou  aimest  at 
be  thy  God's,  thy  country's  and  truth's." 

Mr.  Whitney  has  been  an  active  and  earnest 
worker  in  the  Sands  Street  ^lethodist  church 
since  1850,  and  has  been  frequently  in  office.  He 
has  long  passed  the  "three-score  and  ten"  years, 
the  allotted  age  of  a  man's  existence,  but  is  still 
active  in  business  and  religious  affairs,  with  mind 
and  body  unimpaired. 

He  marri'.'d  Sarah  Titus,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Titus,  of  Cilen  Cove,  July  5,  1845.  The  issue  of 
this  marriage  is:  IMiebe  Anna  Whitney,  bom 
Tnlv  S,  184^),  and  died  December  18.  1862;  Lizzie 
Titus  Whitney,  born  February  13.  1849,  *^"^^  died 
l-'cbruarv  to,  1878:  she  married  Harry  A.  Evans, 
a  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Whitney)  Evans,  of 
I'pton,  Massachusetts,  June  27,  1871 ;  Gerald 
Whitney,  bnni  Xovenibor  18,  1851,  and  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  grocery  business ;  and  Daniel  D. 
Whitney,  jr.,  born  June  8,  1854,  a  successful  law- 
yer of  r)ro(^klyn  and  assistant  district  attorney. 

I  AMES  HOWELL  POST. 

A  prominent  member  of  the  mercantile  and 
financial  community  of  New  York  citv,  is  a  de- 

m  m      ' 

scendant  in  the  eighth  generation  of  Richard 
i'ost.  one  of  the  forty-seven  original  settlers  in 
1(40  of  the  town  of  Southampton,  Long  Island. 
Mr.   Post's  family  has  ever  since  been  continu- 

m  % 

ously  identified  bv  residence  with  the  towns  of 

m 

Southampton  and  l)rookhaven.  His  country 
home  is  at  I>r(X)khaven  on  property  which  has 
been  in  possession  of  the  family  for  a  period  of 
eighty  \  ears.  The  following  is  his  line  of  descent 
frcnn  the  emigrant  ancestor : 

I.  Richard  Post  came  from  England  to  Lynn, 
Massachusetts,  about  1633,  and  from  there  re- 
moved to  .Southampton,  Long  Island,  in   1640. 

II.  John  Post  died  in  i(.)87. 

HI.  Cai)Lain  John  Post,  born  in  1674,  and 
(lied  in   1741. 

I\'.    John  Post,  born  in  1700  and  died  in  1792. 

\'.  James  Post,  Sr.,  born  in  1741  and  died 
.'vugiist   13,  JcSi3,  married,  ]\Iay  4,  1774,  Mary, 
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daughter  of  Saninel  and  a  sister  of  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin Huntting,  of  Southampton. 

VI.  Caleb  Post,  born  May  6,  1785,  and  died 
September  8.  1872,  being  the  youngest  brother  of 
Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  Benjamin  Huntting 
Howell,  married  Mary  Smith,  of  Moriches,  Long 
Island. 

VII.  William  Post,  born  February  13,  1828, 
and  died  March  21,  1888;  married  Eleanor  Sack- 
ett,  of  Greenwich,  Connecticut. 

\'lll.    James  Howell  Post. 

Air.  Post  was  born  October  13,  1859,  ^^  ^(^\y 
Rochellc.  New  \brk,  during  the  temporary  resi; 
dence  of  his  parents  of  that  place.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  at  Brookhaven.  In  1874,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  he  entered  the  mercantile  house  of  B. 
H.  Howell,  Son  &  Company,  in  New  York  city, 
with  which  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 
For  some  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  members 
of  the   firm. 

He  is  president  of  the  National  Sugar  Refin- 
ing Company,  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  New  York  and  director  of  the  Citv 
Bank  of  New  York,  the  Central  Realty  Bond  & 
Trust  Company,  the  Williamsburg  Savings  Bank 
and  various  other  corporations. 

Mr.  Pr)st  married,  in  1887,  Louisa  Hender- 
son, vlangiitcr  of  tlic  Rev.  Dr.  John  D.  Wells,  of 
Brooklyn,  and  has  three  daughters. 

iiKVJAMlX   HUXTTIXG   HOWELL. 

lU-njaniin  Huntting  Howell,  deceased,  one  of 
the  most  j)n)niincnt  New  York  merchants  of  his 
tinie,  and  a  liighly  respeclcd  and  useful  citizen 
of  Ihonklyn,  was  born  at  Bcllport,  Long  Island, 
February  7.  1811.  His  jxirents  were  Hampton 
and  l^lizahoth  (Post)  Howell.  All  the  American 
anccstois  of  Mr.  Howell,  both  on  his  father's  side 
and  liis  niollicr's.  were  Konj^  Islanders,  resident 
fr<;in  an  rarly  colonial  i)erio(l  in  the  town  of 
S(>nllianij»t(tn,  Suffolk  oounly.  In  the  ])aternal 
line  li'.^  was  descended  from  ancestors  who  emi- 
grated to  this  connlry  from  1  lolland,  and  in  the 
matcrn'd  iim^  lu-  came  fr<Mn  (iri^inal  W  elsli  stock. 


His  maternal  grandfather.  Colonel  Benjamin 
Huntting  (for  whom  he  was  named),  served  with 
credit  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Howell  received  a  common  school  edu- 
cation, and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  engaged  in 
business  emptoyment  as  a  clerk  in  a  country-  store 
at  Huntington,  Long  Island.     In  this  connection 
he  continued  with  various  concerns  until  able  to 
embark  in  trade  on  his  own  account.     In   1836 
he   established    in    New    York   city,    with    John 
Howell,  the  wholesale  grocery  house  of  B.  H.  & 
J.  Howell.    I'"rom  this  partnership  he  was  obliged 
by  ill  health  to  retire  in  1840,  removing  in  that 
year  to  Cutchoguc,  Long  Island.    In  1843  he  re- 
sumed business  in   New   York  city,  organizing 
the  grocery  firm  of  B.  H.  Howell  &  Company, 
which  he  conducted  successfully,  until  1858.    He 
then  accepted  the  presidency  of  the  Market  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  but  in   1861  again  entered 
mercantile  life,  forming  a  co-partnership  with  his 
son,  Thomas,  under  the  finn  style  of  B.  H.  Howell 
&  Son.     This  firm,  devoting  its  energies  to  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  inolasses  and  sugar,  was 
soon  in  the  enjoyment  of  an  extensive  business. 
In   1870  other  i)artners  were  admitted  and  the 
name  was  changed  to  B.  H.  Howell,  Son  &  Com- 
l>anv.    Subseciuently  two  other  sons  of  ]^lr.  How- 
ell, Frederick  H.  and  Henry  B.,  with  Mr.  James 
Hcnvcll   i\)st.  were  received  as  partners.     Since 
the  deatli  of  Mr.  Howell,  which  occurred  on  the 
i6th  of  April,  1900.  the  house  has  continued  with- 
out further  change  of  name,  retaining  the  emin- 
eni^  ]K\sition  in  the  commercial  world  of  the  nie- 
troDolis  secured  for  it  bv  its  founder. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  Mr.  Howell's  con- 
nection with  the  ]\iarket  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and  original 
directr^rs  of  the  Market  Bank,  now  merged  in  the 
Market  and  I'ulton  National  Bank.  A  resident 
(^f  the  section  of  Brooklyn  known  as  W'illianis- 
hnridi,  Mr.  Howell  was  at  all  times  a  reproscnta- 
ti\c  rmd  juiblic  spirited  citizen.  He  was  the  first 
president  of  the  Williamshurgh  (^las  C'onij)any. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  religious  w(»rk.  he- 
ini;  one  of  the  first  trustees  and  principal  sup]>on- 
ers  cf  die  Scaiili   riiir<l  Street  Preshvterian  church 
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in  the  W'lUianisburgh  district.    His  country  home 
was  at  Quogiie. 

Mr.  Howell  married,  in  1837,  Mary  Andrews, 
who  died  August  25,  1848,  and  in  1851  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Banks,  who  died  February  22. 
igo2. 

I'RANK  PETTIT. 

Rockville  Centre,  Long  Island,  has  many 
progressive,  active  business  men,  of  whom  it  is 
a  pleasure  to  write,  and  among  the  more  con- 
spicuous of  these  may  be  mentioned  the  name  of 
Frank  Pettit,  the  son  of  Asa  and  Susan  ( Seeman) 
Petrit.  Mr.  Pettit  was  born  at  Baldwin,  Nassau 
countv.  New  ^  ork,  October  24,  1850,  and  came 
from  an  excellent  family.  He  prepared  for  life's 
battle  by  first  acquiring  a  sound  public  school  edu- 
cation in  his  native  town.  This  completed,  he 
came  to  New  York,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
produce  business  for  seven  years.  Tiring  of  this, 
he  returned  to  his  home  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  a  short  time,  but  not  entirely 
satisfied  with  this  work,  and  believing  in  relying 
upon  a  trade  as  a  means  of  livlihood,  he  selected 
that  of  tinsmith,  which  he  learned  thoroughly, 
and  in  1885  decided  to  engage  in  business  for 
himself.  This  he  did,  and  established  himself 
at  Rockville  Center,  where  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  successful  men  of  the  town. 

FREDERICK  EX^ERETT  WTLLETS. 

This  gentleman,  so  prominently  identified  with 
the  agricultural,  banking,  insurance  and  other  in- 
terests of  the  city  of  Glen  Cove,  Long  Island,  is 
a  descendant  of  Richard  Willets,  who  w^as  a  native 
of  the  western  region  of  England  and  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  cmicrrate  to  the  new^  world.  From 
him  the  descent  is  through  Jacob,  Richard,  Rich- 
ard, Richard,  all  (^f  whom  were  natives  of  Jericho, 
Long  Island.  The  son  of  the  last  Richard  was 
James,  w^ho  was  born  at  Westbury,  Long  Island, 
October  10,  1813.  and  died  at  Glen  Cove,  May  i, 
1882.  He  married  Anna  Titus,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Phoebe  Titus,  and  to  these  parents  Frederick 
Everett  Willets  was  born  at  Glen  Cove,  Septem- 
ber 13,  1846. 


Mr.  Willets  has  given  considerable  attention 
to  farming  and  owns  a  beautiful  property  one  mile 
from  Glen  Cove,  and  it  is  there  that  he  makes  his 
home.  At  the  present  time  he  is  vice  president  of 
Glen  Cove  Bank,  treasurer  of  the  Glen  Cove  Mu- 
tual Insurance  Company,  a  director  of  the  Nassau 
Countv  Bank  at  Mineola,  as  also  of  the  Roslvn 
Savings  Bank,  a  director  in  the  Westchester  In- 
surance Company  of  New  York,  the  Hamilton 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  and  treasurer 
and  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Friends  Academy 
oi  Nassau  County ;  for  years  he  has  been  super- 
visor of  Oyster  Bay  township.  As  would  be  in- 
ferred from  these  facts,  Mr.  Willets  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  this  part  of  Long 
Island,  and  he  deservedly  ranks  among  the  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  Glen  Cove.  On  Septem- 
ber ^25,  1872.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Wil- 
lets, daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Valentine 
Willets.  They  have  five  children,  Clinton  Ever- 
ett, I'red,  Martha,  Elizabeth  and  James. 

ACGUST  L.  REINHARD. 

August  L.  Reinhard.  a  well  known  citizen  of 
Hicksville,  Long  Island,  is  of  Germany  ancestry, 
\\\^  father,  Franz  Reinhard,  born  in  Brooklvn, 
March  7,  1849,  having  been  the  son  of  Michael 
and  W  ilhelmina  Reinhard,  who  came  from  Ger- 
manv  and  settled  in  Brooklvn.  Franz  Reinhard, 
when  a  boy  ot  ten,  went  to  Hicksville,  and  with 
the  exception  of  a  brief  period  spent  in  the  city, 
worked  at  the  tailoring  business  in  Hicksville 
until  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
entered  the  hotel  business  and  in  time  became 
a  proprietor,  in  which  capacity  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful, pioving  himself  a  genial  host.  He  built 
the  Broadway  Hotel,  which  was  opened  March  i, 
190 1,  having  previously,  since  1896,  been  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  hotel  on  the  opi)osite  corner.  He 
belonged  to  the  Democratic  party  and  w^as  active 
in  jiolitics,  at  the  time  of  his  death  serving  his 
second  term  as  commissioner  of  highways.  He 
was  a  member  01  the  Royal  Arcanum  No.  1159, 
at  Hicksville,  and  secretary  of  the  Mutual  Benefit 
Association  of  the  same  place.  He  also  belonged 
to  the  Citizens'  Engine  Company  No.  3,  of  the 
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Hidcgville  fire  dqtartnwnt.  He  married  Amu 
Becker,  of  Brooklyn,  and  was  tiie  &ther  of  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living:  Jdbn,  A  ailver- 
beater,  proprietor  of  a  plant  at  Hidisville ;  Frank, 
a  carpenter ;  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  t>f  Fred- 
erick Bedcer ;  liufpnt,  who  married  Ronuin 
Hewlett;  August;  Edward  R.;  Cecilia;  Henry; 
Charles;  William;  and  Frederick.  The  death  of 
Mr.  Reinhard  took  ptace  October  4, 1901. 

August  L.  Reinhftrd,  son  of  Franz  and  Anna 
(Bedcer)  Rcinhard,  has  been,  since  the  death  of 
his  father,  tiie  proprietor  of  the  Broadway  Hotd, 
which,  in  association  with  his  brother,  Edward 
R.,  he  conducts  in  a  manner  which  proves  him  to 
he  a  w<»thy  successor  of  its  founder.  Mr:  Rdn- 
hard  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
secretary  of  the  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  to 
both  of  which  societies  his  brothers,  Fraidc  and 
John,  also  bdoog.  Mr.  Reinhard  and  hts  brother, 
Edward  R.,  are  members  of  Engine  Company  No. 
a  of  the  Hicksville  fire  department. 

ALBERT   E.    PICKARD. 

Albert  E.  Pidcard.  the  well  known  druggist  of 
Roslyn,  Long  Island,  was  bom  in  Fort  Plain, 
Mont^merv  county,  New  York",'  on  December 
19.  1868,  and  his  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm' 
Receiving  his  eOucatiuii  at  the  Clinton  Liberal 
Institute,  he  afttnvanl  studied  pharmacy  in  the 
(trng  store  of  Devoe  &  Shumway,  a  most  ex- 
emplary way  of  otitaining  a  practical  education 
in  his  chosen  profession.  Here  he  remained  for 
three  \eart-,  but  to  complete  what  he  had  taken 
up  he  entered  the  Ada  College  of  Pharmacy,  at 
Ada,  Ohio,  where  he  took  a  thorough  course  in 
pharniaci',  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree 
of  Pharmacist  in  1894. 

Mr.  I'ickard  passed  the  examination  by  the 
Xi.'w  York  state  board  of  pharmacy,  December 
5.  1894,  and  for  a  short  time  afterward  was  en- 
gaged by  tliL-  firm  01  Fra;;er  &  Company,  at 
5  Fifth  avenue,  this  city.  Going  to  Xew  Rochelle, 
New  York,  afttr  his  service  with  this  firm,  he  be- 
came a  registered  ]>harmadst  for  one  year,  but 
was  thou  offered  and  accepted  the  management  of 
the  drug  store  of  William  lUick.  at  Sag  Harbor, 


which  port  he  held  for  one  year,  poMiaaing  Oe 
business  from  Mr.  Budc  at  the  end  of  this  Una. 
EvJdoitly  all  of  Mr.  Pidcard's  enei^es  were  not 
e:q>ended  in  this  venture,  for  in  1900  we  find  him 
purchasing  from  Mr.  William  Witte,  Jr.,  of  R» 
tyn,  the  business  he  is  now  so  successfully  ooo- 
diictiog,  and  he  proceeded  to  run  both  e 
tnents.  In  Jnly  of  the  same  year,  1 
vinced  of  the  necessity  of  devoting  all  bis  energies 
to  his  Roslyn  business^  he  sold  out  his  Sag  .Harbor 
store  and  settled  down  in  Roslyn,  ttiere  to  adiiere 
that  success  which  he  has  so  richly  deserved. 

Mr.  Pidcard  was  married  at  Sag  Harbor  <n 
November  14;  1900,  to  M.  Louise  Youngs,  tfae 
daughter  of  William  H.  and  Maria  Youngs.  He 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  both  as  a  buaoess 
man  and  as  a  dtizen.  He  attends  the  Presbyterian 
dinrch  of  Roslyn.  '-His  drug  stx»e  is  a  modd  <d 
its  kind;  his  stock  'A  large  and  varied,  comprisii^ 
everything  up  to  date,  and  his  drugs  are  to  be  re- 
lied upon  for  their  freshness.  These  thic^  by 
grther  with  polite  attention  from  his  clerks,  in  a 
large  measure  account  for  the  store's  just  popu- 
larity and  redound  totbe  credit  of  its  owner. 

CU^XER  B.  TUTHILL. 

Like  many  another  Long  Islander  destined  for 
a  successfid  business  career,  Cuyler  B.  Tuthill 
was  born  in  Suffolk  county,  in  the  vJll^e'of 
Jamesport.  July  20,  1874,  the  son  of  George  . 
Henry  and  Nannie  M.  (Beebe)  Tuthill,  both  de 
scendants  of  families  famous  in  the  annals  of  Ixnig 
Island,  and  residents  of  Jamesport. 

Receiving  his  preliminary  education  in  the 
Jamesport  public  schools,  young  Tuthill  attended 
the  Nortliville  Academy  at  Northville,  Long  Isl- 
and, and  afterward  he  took  a  course  in  the  acad- 
emic department  of  Oberlin  College,  Oberlin, 
Ohio;  returning  east,  he  attended  the  Riverhead 
Academy  and  the  Bridgehampton  Literary  and 
Comn'ercial  Instittite,  finishing  his  scholastic  ca- 
reer iviiii  a  thorough  course  in  architecture  at 
l^ratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn.  Thus  thoroughly 
equipped  lie  entered  upon  his  professional  career 
in  lamaica.  in  partnership  with  John  Randolph 
Higgins.  under  the  firm  name  of  Tuthill  &  Hig- 


HISTORY   OF   LONG    ISLAND. 


411 


gins,  architects.  Occupying  well-api)ointed  offices 
in  Jamaica,  well  equipped  and  progressive,  the 
meinbers  of  this  tirm  are  prepared  to  draw  plans 
for  all  classes  of  buildings. 

Those  who  have  seen  and  appreciated  the 
unique  arrangement  of  the  Jamaica  Hospital  will 
learn  with  pleasure  that  the  plan  of  that  noble 
though  unpretentious  building  was  the  handi- 
work of  this  firm.  Among  other  buildings  be- 
sides this  notable  work,  plans  for  which  this  firm 
drew,  may  l>e  mentioned  the  Jamaica  South 
schoolhouse.  the  extensi(^n  of  the  First  Reformed 
Dutch  church,  Jamaica;  the  Casino  of  Inter-state 
Park,  and,  among  many  residences,  that  of  the 
Hon.  J.  X.  llallock,  in  Southhold,  Long  Island, 
conceded  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  that  section, 
equaled  perhaps  only  by  that  of  ( ieorge  T.  Watts, 
and  additions  to  residence  of  Hon.  J.  Lewis 
Childs,  of  Floral  l^ark,  designs  for  which  were 
made  by  the  same  firm.  A  business  block  in  Balls- 
ton  Spa,  New  ^'ork,  known  as  the  *'Sans  Souci," 
is  also  the  result  of  the  firm's  handiwork,  together 
with  the  extensive  plant  of  the  Babcock  &  Wilcox 
Boiler  Company  at  P.ugler  Point,  l^>ayonne.  New 
Jersey. 

Mr.  Tuthill  was  niarried,  at  Huntington,  Long 
Island,  on  Washington's  birthday,  1898,  to  Cyn- 
thia E.  ]\rav.  a  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth  May.  Two  sons  were  born  t(^  them, — Archi- 
bald and  Alvin, — the  former  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancv.  Mr.  Tuthill  is  a  member  of  the  P^irst  Re- 
formed  Dutch  church  of  Jamaica,  and  is  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  his  many  friends.  He  is 
also  a  charter  niember  and  officer  of  Nelson 
Lodge,  Knights  of  Honor. 

CHARLES   H.   ACKER. 

Charles  H.  Acker,  whose  home  is  at  Jamaica, 
Queens  coimty.  Long  Island,  has  long  been  iden- 
tified with  the  warehouse  and  storage  business  in 
New  York  city,  and  is  now  carrying  on  that  en- 
terprise at  74  South  street.  He  is  a  wide-awake, 
energetic  and  reliable  business  man  and  is  meeting 
wMth  well  deserved  success.  He  was  born  at 
Jam.aica  on  the  18th  of  June,  1837,  and  is  a  son 
of  J.  C.  nnd  Phoebe  (Cooper)  Acker,  and  grand- 


son of  Nicholas  Acker.  The  birth  of  the  father 
also  occurred  at  Jamaica,  and  in  early  life  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  bonded  w^arehouse  busi- 
ness, storing  dutiable  goods,  and  carried  on  busi- 
ness at  74  South  street.  New  York  city,  for  many 
years,  but  finally  retired  about  five  years  ago, 
leaving  his  son  in  charge. 

Cliarles  FI.  iVcker  was  reared  and  educated  at 
Janiaica,  and  began  his  business  career  in  his 
father's  warehouse  as  a  clerk,  and  now  has  en- 
tire control  of  the  business  and  is  carrying  it  on 
most  successfully.  On  the  12th  of  October,  1881, 
Ml.  Acker  was  united  in  marriage  with  !Miss 
Annie  Hobby,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Hobby, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Eloise. 
Tl:e  family  have  a  plea^ant  home  in  Jamaica,  in 
which  place  INlr.  Acker  has  always  resided.  Since 
attaining  iiis  majority  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  M^asonic  fraternity,  and  is  now  past  master 
of  his  lodge.  He  is  also  steward  of  the  Methodist 
clmrch  at  Jamaica  and  librarian  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  having  ever  taken  an  active  and  prominent 
l)art  m  church  work.  He  is  a  man  of  influence  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  is  highly 
resj^ected  and  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact  either  in  business  or  social  life. 

ARRENDER   SMITH. 

Arrender  Smith,  of  Rockville  Center,  Long 
Island,  the  only  surviving  member  of  a  family  of 
five  children  born  to  William  and  Rhoda  (Miller) 
.Smith,  was  born  at  Baldwin,  Nassau  county. 

William  Smith  was  a  native  of  Hempstead, 
Nassau  count v,  and  a  descendant  of  a  line  of 
worthy  and  able  agriculturists,  which  vocation 
he  also  followed.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Methodist  church,  in  whose  work  he  took  an 
active  part,  lie  passed  out  of  this  life  in  the  year 
1897.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Richard  Mil- 
ler, also  of  old  Long  Island  stock,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  1895. 

At  the  local  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
Arrender  Smith  received  his  education.  He  was 
early  in  life  engaged  in  farm  pursuits,  and  also 
searched  the  depths  of  the  Great  South  Bay, 
wTesting  from  its  generous  store  the  wherewithal 


was  l)orn  October  9,  1 776,  and  their  children  were ; 
OiivtT  H.,  born  January  23.  1806.  married  Marv 
Cook;  James  H.,  born  January  2.  1807.  married, 
first,  liliza  Coojjcr,  and  for  his  second  wife,  Susan 
Hawktiis;  Mary  K.,  bom  January  29,  1809,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Alfred  Collanier;  George,  born 
Ji)ly  S,  181 1,  died  July  5.  iH^y.  in  New  York 
ciiy ;  Caroline,  born  November  1 1,  1812,  died  Jan- 
uary 19,  J817,  John,  bom  Decen^ber  3,  1814, 
married  Matilda  F.  Sliarpt;  William  B.,  bom 
November  jj,  1816,  married  Delia  Sherman: 
Caroline  R.,  Ix>ni  February  19.  1818,  became  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Amistroiip;;  and  Catherine  A., 
bom  Kebruary  22,  1822.  Mr.  Lockwood  died 
^!arch  zo.  1S36,  at  Saratop:a  Springs.  New  York, 
aged  fifty-seven  years,  and  his  wife  passed  away 
June  28,  1851,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the  seventy- 
first  vcar  of  her  age. 

John  Lockwood,  son  of  Stephen  and  Catherine 
Lockwood.  was  bom  in  Ballsfon  Spa,  New  York. 
He  was  o  tinsmith  in  Troy,  New  York,  when 
RnsscH  Sage  was  a  grocer  there  and  the  two  men 
^came  friends.  Later  Mr.  Lockwood  became 
the  proprietor  of  a  store  in  which  he  carried  tin- 
ware and  hardware.  He  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed.  InU  \v:i.i  a  >niinR  iii.in  of  strong  deter- 
mmation  and  he  resolved  to  win  success  if  it  could 
be  done  through  honorable,  earnest  effort.  When 
his  earnings  were  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  start 
in  business  for  himself  he  walked  all  the  way  to 
New  York.  He  was  obliged  to  buy  most  of  his 
slock  on  credit,  but  the  merchants  with  whom  he 
dealt  were  so  impressed  with  his  business  ability 
and  honesty  that  they  paid  his  fare  back  to  his 
home  on  a  canal  boat.  As  the  years  passed  his 
business  efforts  extended  to  other  fields  and  event- 
ually reached  mammoth  proportions.  Going  west 
he  was  engaged  in  the  construction  of  gas  works 
at  Cincinnati.  C>hio.  He  was  the  pioneer  in  that 
business  in  the  west.  He  was  a  man  of  keen  sa- 
gacity and  foresight,  who  could  look  beyond  the 
exigencies  of  the  moment  to  the  possibilities  of 
the  future,  and  realizing  that  gas  was  to  play  an 
important  part  in  the  world's  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial history  he  became  connected  with  the  new 
enterprise.  He  not  only  built  gas  works  in  Cin- 
cinnati, but  also  in  Indianapolis,  in  New  Albany 


and  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  and  two  gas  plants  in  Mil- 
waukee, as  well  as  in  other  western  cities,  and  his 
labors  in  that  direction  proved  not  only  a  source 
of  individual  profit  but  were  of  marked  benefit  to 
the  various  commimities. 

A  man  of  resourceful  business  ability,  he  ex- 
tenikd  his  operations  into  still  other  fields  and 
bi^aine  coimected  widi  railroad  buiiding,  cini- 
stmcting  the  Milwaukee  &  Prairie  du  Chien  Kail- 
road.  He  was  the  vice  president  of  the  First  Xa- 
t'onai  Bank  of  Milwaukee,  and  was  postnia^er 
of  that  city,  his  being  one  of  the  first  appoint- 
ments made  by  President  Linroln  after  he  took 
his  place  as  the  niilion's  chief  executive.  In  i86,1, 
however,  he  resigned  and  went  to  the  south,  where 
he  engaged  in  raising  cotton.  At  New  Orleans 
he  became  an  active  factor  in  political  circles  and 
aided  in  secuiing  the  passage  of  the  Louisiana 
lottery  bill  through  the  legislature.  He  also  buiil 
the  gas  works  there,  but  through  the  influence  of 
friends  he  was  induced  to  dispose  of  his  interest 
in  the  enterprise  and  sold  out  to  Mr.  Howard,  wlio 
purchased  the  interest  for  fifty  thousand  dollars 
and  afterward  jnade  millions  of  it.  He  also  built 
gas  works  at  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  but 
lost  much  money  and  in  iSIS^  came  to  Jamaica, 
Here  he  found  a  friend  whom  he  had  aided  many 
years  before  and  through  his  assistance  was  en- 
abled to  get  a  start  m  business.  Although  he  hid 
suffered  losses,  his  business  talent  still  remained 
and  within  a  short  time  he  was  again  reaping  suc- 
cess. He  was  instrumental  in  organizing  and  in 
establishing  the  plants  of  the  Jamaica  Water 
Supply  C<Mnpany,  of  the  Jamaica  Township  Water 
Company,  the  Hempstead  Water  Supply  Com- 
pany, the  Great  South  Bay  Water  Company,  and 
the  Suffolk  M'^ater  Company  of  Patchogue,  and 
built  the  gas  works  at  Edgewater  on  Statcn  Isl- 
and. He  .studie<l  the  situation  and  then  got  out 
plans  and  maps  for  New  York  city  whereby  the 
river  might  be  used  for  fire  purposes.  He  had 
splendid  knowledge  of  civil  and  mechanical  en- 
gineering, and  his  labors  were  far-reaching  in 
their  residts.  He  possessed  business  ability  of  a 
very  superior  order  and  his  enterprise  and  energ)' 
were  almost  unlimited. 

Mr.  Lockwood  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
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church  and  drew  the  plans  for  the  house  of  wor- 
ship for  that  denomination  in  Jamaica.  His  Hfe 
was  indeed  a  busv,  useful  and  honorable  one.  and 
when  he  passed  away  many  friends  throughout 
the  country  mounied  his  loss,  for  he  had  a  wide 
acquaintance  in  the  leading  cities  of  the  Union. 
His  widow,  wlio  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Matilda 
F.  Sharp,  and  belonged  to  an  old  family  of  Troy, 
New  York,  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 

vears  and  is  still  verv  active.    In  the  familv  were 

•  •  » 

ten  children,  live  of  whom  are  yet  living. 

Charles  A.  Lockwood,  son  of  John  and  Ma- 
tilda Lockwood,  after  attending  the  common 
schools,  completed  his  education  in  Racine  Col- 
lege, at  Racine,  Wisconsin.  In  1869  he  went  to 
New  Orleans  with  his  father  and  for  a  number  of 
vears  resided  in  the  south.  He  made  his  home 
for  some  time  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  was  the 
candidate  for  the  office  of  president  of  the  village. 
Returning  to  the  north  he  took  and  executed  the 
contract  for  budding  the  Queens  county  water 
works  at  Far  Rockaway,  the  Stony  Point  water 
works,  and  also  the  water  works  at  Amityville 
and  Riverhead.  He  has  been  the  engineer  in 
charge  .of  the  construction  of  many  water  works 
plants  and  for  years  has  acted  as  consulting  en- 
gineer in  such  matters,  being  both  a  civil  and 
mechanical  engineer,  with  a  broad  and  accurate 
knowledge  in  both  lines.  He  is  also  called  in  as  an 
expert  on  such  matters,  and  stands  in  a  prominent 
position  among  the  leaders  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness activity.  He  has  also  been  engaged  in  rail- 
road work  and  has  been  employed  in  the  govern- 
ment service.  He  found  all  the  water  for  Camp 
Wyckoff,  Long  Island,  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish 
war.  and  was  the  onlv  contractor  who  succeeded 
in  finding  a  water  supply  there  for  the  soldiers. 
In  1890  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Jamaica  and  is 
now  the  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Jamaica  Water  Company. 

In  1874  Mr.  Lockwood  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Ella  Walton  Baker,  and  they  have  two  children : 
Edith,  the  wife  of  H.  G.  Rand  of  Troy;  and 
Everett  B.,  who  is  still  in  school.  The  parents 
hold  membership  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
Mr.  Lockwood  is  connected  with  several  civic 
societies,  belonging  to  the  Masons,  Odd  Fellows, 


Knights  of  Pydiias  and  Elks,  in  which  he  enjoys 
the  high  regard  of  his  brethren.  As  a  business 
man  he  has  been  conspicuous  among  his  associates 
not  only  for  his  success  but  for  his  probity,  fair- 
ness and  honorable  methods.  His  life  has  been 
one  of  continuous  activitv,  and  to-dav  he  is  num- 
bered  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  county. 
His  interests  are  thoroughly  identified  with  those 
of  the  community,  and  at  all  times  he  is  ready  to 
lend  his  aid  and  co-operation  to  any  movement 
calculated  to  benefit  this  section  or  advance  its 
wonderful  development. 

WILLIAM   W.  WILLETS. 

William  W.  Willets,  of  Roslyn,  town  of  North 
Hempstead,  Nassau  county,  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential 
families  of  Long  Island.  He  not  only  inherits 
a  name  that  is  widely  known  for  the  upright  lives 
and  great  usefulness  of  its  members  in  their  vari- 
ous generations,  but  he  is  also  the  possessor  of  a 
home  which  has  long  been  associated  with  the  life 
work  of  honored  knismen  who  have  preceded  him. 

The  many  members  of  his  family  both  on  Long 
Island  and  widely  dispersed  throughout  the 
United  States  are  descended  from  David  Willets, 
an  Englishman  who  came  to  America  in  1650, 
and  located  in  the  town  of  Hempstead,  on  Long 
Island.  He  was  a  man  of  most  exemplary  char- 
acter, whose  every  emotion  was  in  sympathy  with 
his  fellows,  and  whose  life  was  an  exemplification 
of  kmdness,  charitv  and  •  benevolence.  His  re- 
ligious  associations  were  with  the  Friends,  or 
Ouakers,  and  throuQfhout  his  life  he  was  looked 
up  to  by  the  adherents  of  that  faith  as  an  example 
and  leader.  The  Willets  family  is  remarkable  for 
th^  consistency  with  which  its  members,  down  to 
the  present  day,  have  followed  after  him  in  the 
keeping  of  the  same  faith,  and  in  the  practice  of 
the  same  virtues.  Their  eflforts  have  not  been  con- 
fined to  the  making  of  their  own  character,  but 
the}  have  aided  in  many  good  works.  They  aided 
in  affording  religious  and  school  instruction  to 
the  Indians,  and  in  giving  freedom  to  the  slaves. 
They  have  ever  been  advocates  of  education,  and 
through  their  liberalitv  schools  have  been  aided  in 
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ttwir  Tanous  oomnnuutiei,  and  'diey  have  taken  a 
tewMng  part  in  tfic  dtaMiiJiment  of  wch  ttxtSixat 
higher  edncatiooal  iiutittttkiiu  a*  Smrtbmore 
O^ege. 

WiUbim  W.  Willets  waa  born  in  New  York 
aty  in  i&fn,  lOo  of  Robert  R.  Willeti,  who  waa  a 
hxmier  by  oocniiation,  and  followed  in  the  lame 
.  rcUciotu  &itb  as  did  hia  ancestors,  and  was  known 
anutiK  the  nx)st  cooustent  and  tiseful  of  the 
Quaktra  on  Loi^  Island.  The  Km,  William  W. 
WHets,  receiTed  hit  educatioo  in  the  neigfabcn-- 
hood  adtoois,  and  oo  arriving  at  muriiood  engaged 
in  the  life  of  a  fanner,  prosecttttng  his  labors  in- 
duRtriously  and  successfully,  and  devoting  much 
of  his  attentioo  to  advancing  the  moral  and  mar- 
teria]  interects  of  the  oomrnunity  with  his  influence 
and  means.  Mudi  of  his  married  life  has  been 
passed  upon  the  magnificent  ancestral  home  of  the 
Titus  family,  near  Roslyn,  iriiich  came  through 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Martlm  Taber.  This 
splendid  property,  for  which  Mr.  Willets  has 
cared,  and  which  he  has  developed  in  large  de- 
gree, comprises  a  la^ge  tract  of  the  most  produc- 
tive and  Yoflbly  cultivated  agricultural  land  on 
Long  Island.  Here  has  for  many  years  been 
the  breeding  place  for  the  finest  Dniham  cattle 
on  the  island,  which  year  after  year  were  awarded 
the  first  prizes  at  the  local  and  county  fairs,  and 
the  place  for  the  raising;  of  the  best  swine  and 
poultry.  The  residence  is  one  of  the  most  stately 
in  ail  the  region,  and  was  built  in  1820,  after  the 
fashion  of  old  mansions  of  that  day.  The  sur- 
rounding lawns  have  choice  shade  and  ornamental 
trees  and  shrubbery,  and  an  adjoining  conserva- 
tory contains  many  varieties  of  rare  flowers  and 
plants.  The  estate  is  known  by  all  who  visit  the 
island,  and  the  residence  is  noted  throughout  its 
breadth  as  "the  Old  Brick." 

Mrs.  William  W.  Willets  was  Miss  Martha 
Taber.  daughter  of  Samuel  T.  and  Catherine  C. 
dliller)  Taber.  Her  father  inherited  from  his 
mother  the  splendid  property  which  is  now  her 
home.  Mr.  Taber  was  formerly  a  resident  of 
Dtitcjie.ss  coimty,  New  York,  where  his  daughter 
wa.t  horn.  He  removed  to  Roshn  in  1854,  and 
resided  there  until  his  death,  in  1871.  He  lived 
the  elegant  life  of  a  highly  cultured  country  gen- 


tleman, caring  for  his  estate  with  a  genuine  pride, 
and  delightir^  in  his  books  and  those  occupations 
which  are  refreshing  to  both  Ijody  and  niimt.  He 
W.1S  an  accomplished  botanist,  and  the  first  au- 
thority on  the  flora  of  Long  Island.  He  was  the 
leadmg  spirit  in  the  substantial  establishment  of 
the  Queens  County  -Agricultural  Society,  of  which 
he  was  president  for  several  years,  mi  he  waa 
also  a  leader  in  Ae  managemeot  of  the  New  Yoric 
State  Agricultaral  Sode^.  He  came  to  hia  death 
through  exposure  while  on  a  hunting  trqiL  He 
mprried  Miss  Catherine  C.  Killer,  daughter  ot 
Jonathan  Hiller,  a  prominent  dticen  of 'Chantau- 
qua  county.  New  York.  Bom  of  the  marriage 
were  two  diiblren,  Martha  T.  and  Pbodie  T. 
Taber.  The  latter  named  became  tiie  wife  of 
William  Willets,  and  to  them  were  bom  three 
sons,  Samuel  T.,  Stephm  T.  and  Robert  H.  Wil- 
lets. Martha  T.  Taber  received  an  excelknt  edu- 
cation, and  was  endowed  with  those  accomplidi- 
ments  which  befit  her  sex.  Bom  of  her  marriage 
with  WUliam  W.  Wilkts  was  a  daughter,  Cath- 
erine T.,  who  became  tiie  wife  of  Alfred  A.  Gard- 
ner^  of  New  Yortt  dty. 

THOMAS  SNEDEKER  CHESHIRE. 

Thomas  S.  Cheshire,  the  county  clerk  of  Nas- 
sau county,  Long  Island,  is  a  wcnthy  representa- 
tive of  two  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
Long  Island.  On  the  paternal  side  the  family  was' 
founded  by  two  brothers,  who  settled  there  in  the 
early  i»art  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  their 
descendants  have  been  prominently  identified  with 
its  growth  and  prosperity  ever  since ;  on  the  ma- 
ternal side  tlie  ancestors  were  among  the  first 
Dutch  settlers  of  the  island,  taking  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Oyster  Bay,  where  they  were  actively 
associated  with  its  commercial  and  political  in- 
terests, 

Tredwell  Cheshire,  father  of  Thomas  S.  Che- 
shire, was  born  at  Cow  Bay,  now  known  as  Port 
Washington,  Long  Island,  and  his  entire  life  was 
spent  in  the  vicinity  of  his  birthplace.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  J.  Van  Wicklen,  and 
the  following  named  children  are  the  surviving 
members  of  their  family :    James  W„  a  prominent 
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resident  of  Freeport,  Long  Island,  and  engaged  as 
a  produce  merdiant  in  New  York  city ;  Charles  H. 
who  resides  at  Riverhead,  Long  Island;  Willett, 
an  honored  citizen  of  Freeport;  and  Thomas  S. 
Cheshire.  Mr.  Cheshire's  death  occurred  a  few 
weeks  before  the  birth  of  Thomas  S. ;  he  was  sur- 
vived by  his  widow,  who  is  living  at  the  present 
time  (1903)  at  Freeport,  Long  Island. 

Thomas  S.  Cheshire,  youngest  child  of  Tred- 
well  and  Mary  J.  Cheshire,  was  bom  at  Hemp- 
stead, Long  Island,  March  8,  1867,  ^"^  ^^^  l^^^**" 
ary  education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools 
of  Oyster  Bay.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
commenced  his  professional  career  by  accepting  a 
clerkship  in  the  store  conducted  by  Mr.  Hegeman 
at  Oyster  Bay ;  after  remaining  in  this  position  for 
several  years  he  entered  the  employ  of  F.  A.  Dar- 
ling at  Hewlett,  Long  Island,  where  he  acted  in 
the  same  capacity  for  five  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  period  of  time  Mr.  Darling  disposed 
of  his  business  to  Mr.  Horton,  and  Mr.  Cheshire 
retained  his  connection  with  him,  but  later  pur- 
chased the  store  and  stock  from  Mr.  Horton  and 
successfully  conducted  it  up  to  January,  1903. 
Afr.  Cheshire  was  well  known  in  business  circles, 
not  alone  for  the  success  which  he  achieved  but 
also  for  the  honorable,  straightforward  business 
policy  which  he  always  pursued  both  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  clerk  and  merchant.  Mr.  Cheshire  has 
alwavs  been  a  faithful  and  active  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  taking  a  keen  in- 
terest in  local  affairs.  He  served  as  a  district 
committeeman  during  the  conventions  and  is  now 
a  promment  member  of  the  Nassau  county  com- 
mittee. In  1897  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Hewlett,  during  President  McKinley's  first  ad- 
ministration, and  by  faithfully  and  efficiently  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  office  he  was  retained 
in  that  capacity  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Patterson,  the  county  clerk  of  Nassau  county, 
when  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired  term. 
In  the  fall  of  1902  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  clerk  by  a  majority  of  nine  hundred,  and 
on  January  i,  1903,  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office  for  which  he  is  so  well  qualified.  Mr.  Che- 
shire is  prominently  identified  with  various  so- 
cieties and  clubs,  among  them  being  the  lodge  at 
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Inwood,  Long  Island,  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Farawaucaw  Lodge,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  the  Massapeque  Club  of  Rockwell  Center 
and  the  Cycle  Club  of  Mineola,  Long  Island.  Mr. 
Cheshire  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  F.  E.  A. 
Darling,  of  Suffolk  county.  Long  Island.  Both 
Mr.  Cheshire  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church. 

CHARLES  H.  WITT. 

Charles  H.  Witt,  born  in  Germany  in  1829, 
died  at  Port  Washington,  Long  Island,  January 
8,  1899,  and  was  for  twenty  years  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  of  Port  Washington.  Emigrating 
to  this  country  after  he  had  grown  to  young  man- 
hood, he  located  at  Port  Washington,  Long  Isl- 
and, and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  deal- 
ing in  dry  goods  and  furnishings.  In  i860  he  re- 
turned to  Germany  and  was  there  married  to  Jo- 
hanna Schlesenger.  a  native  of  Stettin,  Pomerania, 
Germany,  with  whom  he  returned  to  Port  Wash- 
ington and  continued  his  former  business  with 
marked  success  up  to  his  death  in  1899.  His 
widow  and  four  children,  Henry,  Charles,  Albert 
and  Elsea  S.,  survive  him.  Henry  is  a  book- 
keeper in  Brooklyn;  Charles  and  Albert  are  in 
business  with  their  mother,  who  continues  the 
merchandise  business  of  her  husband ;  and  Elsea 
S.,  is  engaged  in  the  millinery  business. 

FR.'VNK  B.  SMITH, 

Frank  Bernard  Smith,  the  popular  foreman  of 
highways,  was  born  in  Far  Rockaway,  Long  Isl- 
and, on  March  30,  1866,  the  son  of  Bernard  and 
Mary  Smith.  Bernard  Smith  was  a  native  of 
Manchaster,  England,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  when  a  young  man,  settling  in  Brooklyn. 
After  a  time  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  and 
in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  horses.  He  spent 
eleven  years  there  in  this  calling,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  he  removed  to  Far  Rockaway.  The 
commodious  Marine  Pavilion  attracted  his  atten- 
tion as  a  suitable  place  for  his  livery  stables,  and 
this  he  occupied  until  June  10,  1864,  when  the 
building  was  destroyed  by  fire.    After  this  calam- 
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i^  "Mr.  Smith  'cast'  abchit  hipi  and  'finally  deter- 
mined  to  esttfbUah  a  badiin^  pavilioD.  This  he  did 
sodti  «fter  conceiving  the  idea,  and  haa  the  dis- 
tinction of  having  opened  one  of  the  first  and  at 
-the  same  time  one  (^  the  moat  successful  bathing 
eftkbOafaniRits  on  Long  Island.  Mr.  Smith  died 
on'Auguat  io^  1893,  leaving'  a  lat^  number  of 
friends  to  mourn  his  loss.  His  wife  died  a  few 
years  after. 

Frank  B.  Smith,  tlie  subject  of  otir  sketch,  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  Far  Rockaway,  and 
after  completing  his  nlucation  was  engaged  with 
his  falher  in  the  livery  business.  Tiring  of  this, 
he  iot  five  years  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  - 
giving  it',  up  at  Ihe  end  of  that  time  to  accept  the 
appointment  of  foreman  of  highways,  which  was 
tentfered  to  him  in  1897. 

Mr.  SmiA  was  married  at  Amityville,  Long . 
Island;  on'March  18,  1895,  to  Alice  B.  Pearsalt, 
and  tothemhas  been  bom  one  child,  pTancis 'Ber- 
nard: '  Jie  has,  besides  niany  other  duties,  filled  ' 
tfati'-post  of  coinl  officer  and  is  a  member  of  the 
vdmiteer  fire-  department. '  Like  his  father,  Mr. ' 
Smith  has  many  friends.  He  is  active,  has  good 
judgment,  and  sets  the  pace  for  his  men,  whom 
he'trcits  cordially  but  firmly,  seeing  that  only  the 
best  results  are  obtained  from  their  work. 

HENRY  WATERMAN. 

Henry  Waterman  was  bom  in  the  city  of 
Bath,  Maine,  on  ihe  4th  day  of  May,  i8ri.  De- 
scended in  many  lines  from  Plymouth  stock  and 
numbering  among'  his  ancestors  Mr.  Isaac  Aller- 
ton  of  the  Mayflower  company,  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  Cushman,  who  preached  the  first  sermon 
on' New  England. soil;  having  for  a  mother  a 
member  of  the  Allen  family  of  Braintrce,  for  a 
grandmother  a  member  of  that  family  of  Cush- 
ingK  which  has  given  so  many  statesmen  to  the 
coimtry,  and  for  a  direct  lineal  ancestor  that  Rob- 
ert Waterman  who  represented  Marshfield  for 
many  years  in  the  general  court  of  tlic  Plymouth 
colony, — ^Henry  Waterman  early  showed  that 
sturdiness  and  persistency  of  character  which 
havt  made  him  honored  and  respected  wherever 
hisilot  has  fallen. 


BaUl,  Maine,   during   the   yotilh   and  

manhood  of  our  jiubjcci,  was  nnc  of  tlic  grat 
ship-building  caiicrs  of  the  country-.  It  \ 
liral,  therefore,  lli:il  as  noon  as  the  boy,  chafing 
at  his  desk,  could  Itc  excused  from  school,  he 
shonid  be  found  in  the  shipyards.  And  so.  too, 
after  he  was  graduateil  from  ilie  common  school, 
although  his  father  could  well  have  afibrded.to 
send  him  to  college  it  is  natural  that  we  should 
find  him  taking  a  position  in  the  same  yards,  dis- 
covering his  invaitive  .genius;  and  ahqittji^: 
before  he  attained  his  majority,  be  was  in  cbuge 
of  the  foi^  of  the  largest  yard  in  the  plac&  Hax. 
he  was  athome,  and  here  he  could  allow  himsdf 
latitude  to  consider  better,  means  of  acoompHdi- . 
ing  results. 

Up  to  this  time  0ie  method  of  making  bkida 
and  ptdteys  for  ships  had  been  to  land  or  stt^l 
them,  as  it  was  called,  with  rope  on  the  outatdb . 
This  was  wasteful,  at  the  best  more  or  less  dan- 
gerous, and  the  bloda  required  f**nat«"t  jnOdung 
to 'prevent  wearing  out  at  critical  mofnents.  la 
die  blacksmith  shop  the  yotmg  ftvenun,  himadf 
at  the  forge,,  invented  and  produced  the  fint 
block  ever  seen 'strapped  with  iron,  and  striped-- 
on  die  inside.  It  was  an  invention  which  lev^o- 
tionized  this  feature  of  ship-building,  and  which 
has  been  superseded  only  partially  by  the  lately 
invented  blocks  made  entirely  of  metal. 

It  was  while  he  was  in  this  position  that  be 
met  and  married,  on  the  5th  of  September,  1832, 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel  Mereen, 
or  Marcan,  then  of  Phippsburg,  Maine.  In  this 
marriage  he  was  fortunate,  for  with  the  blood  of 
the  Revolutionary  Marions  (as  the  name  was 
originally  spelled)  was  mingled  that  of  the 
Kemps,  Partridges  and  Seaburys,  while  old  Ed- 
mond  Chandler,  friend  of  and  co-representative 
at  genera!  court  with  Jonathan  Brewster,  carried 
the  strain  to  Pilgrim. times.  Such  a  combination 
as  this  showed  in  the  ever  gentle  and  amiable  char- 
acter ot  the  wife  and  in  the  constant  encotjrage- 
nient  which  she  gave  the  ambitious  yoimg  hus- 
band. 

But  Bath  was  too  small  a  place  for  him,  he 
thought,  and  when  he  was  twenty-seven  years 
oUi  he  left  wife  and  children  and  started  on  a 
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tour  of  investigation.  Down  the  coast  to  New 
York,  thence  around  to  New  Orleans,  up  the 
Mississippi  to  St.  Louis  and  to  Cincinnati  he 
went,  until  after  a  year's  absence  he  again  took 
up  his  work  in  Bath.  Of  this  trip  he  is  wont  to 
tell  how  he  earned  more  than  he  spent,  by  start- 
ing new  works  at  the  various  points  where  lie  in- 
terrupted his  journey.  Rut  he  found  nothing  at- 
tractive, and  for  somewhat  more  than  five  years 
after  his  return  he  held  his  old  position  and  suc- 
ceeded in  amassing  what  for  those  days  was  a 
fair  competency.  Letters  from  what  was  then  the 
village  of  Williamsburg,  Xcw  York,  where  his 
brother  Ste])hcn  had  formed  a  ])artnership  with 
Isaac  Russell  and  afterward  with  Jonathan  Burr, 
stirred  up  the  old  feeling,  and  in  1845,  with  his 
wife,  family  and  all  his  worldly  gtxxls,  he  settled 
in  the  little  village.  Burr  and  Waterman  then 
had  iheir  factory  at  the  foot  of*  South  Ninth 
street  and  were  manufacturing  the  very  blocks 
which  Henry  had  invented.  Under  inducements 
which  apj)arently  led  to  a  position  as  a  member 
of  the  firm,  Henry  Waterman  commenced  his 
work  in  that  factory.  The  inducements,  how- 
ever, never  materialized  and  after  waiting  four 
years  he  made  a  new  start  for  himself.  It  is 
worthv  of  note  that  when  he  left  the  factorv  nearly 
all  the  machinery  in  the  place  had  either  been  im- 
proved or  entirely  replaced  by  his  inventions. 

Building  a  small  shop  just  above  the  factory 
on  South  Ninth  street,  he  started.  This  shop  was 
little  more  than  a  place  for  experimenting,  and  it 
w-as  not  very  long  before  the  wisdom  of  the  new 
move  vindicated  itself.  In  1851  he  invented  and 
patented  the  oil  process  for  tempering  and  hard- 
ening steel,  the  importance  of  which  was  great. 
It  marked  the  very  first  approach  which  had  ever 
been  made  to  tempering  and  hardening  steel  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  and  in  lengths  of  any  size. 
Bv  this  process  there  was  no  limit  to  the  length 
of  steel,  and  so  by  this  process  the  old  skirt  of 
wooden  hoops  was  superseded  and  the  modern 
hoop-skirt  wire  became  a  possibility,  indeed, 
under  this  patent  all  the  hoop-skirt  wire  used  has 
been  made.  This  process  also  became  of  practical 
value  in  the  manufacture  of  tools  and  for  the  first 

time  the  ''belt  scroll  saw  in  one  piece*'  was  pro- 


duced. For  the  rights  to  make  hoop-skirt  wire 
under  this  patent  a  combination  of  New  York 
merchants,  consisting  of  Peter  Cooper,  Abram 
S.  Hewitt  and  others,  made  Mr.  Waterman  most 
flattering  ofi'ers,  all  of  which  he  refused ;  .certain 
it  is,  that  after  a  little  time,  **Waterman*s  circu- 
lar saws"  and  *1)elt  saws  made  in  one  piece,"  as 
well  as  the  hoop-skirt  wire,  became  celebrated. 
This  led,  in  1859,  to  the  erection  of  the  two  fac- 
tories on  Dunham  Place  between  South  Sixth 
street  and  what  is  now  I'^roadway.  For  that  day, 
thvse  fact(^ries  were  considered  of  great  size  and 
in  the  difTerent  shC'ps  and  floors  many  well  known 
firms  have  been  located.  Here  the  famous  "Til- 
ton  and  McFarlaud"  (the  first  fire-proof)  safes 
were  made :  here  the  earliest  dies  for  cutting 
leadier  auc^  the  different  parts  of  shoes  were 
forged :  here  the  first  *' steam-cooked  cereal"  ap- 
peared :  and  here  among  the  first  machine-made 
shoes  were  manufactured.  The  two  factories  were 
hives  of  industry  and  ingenuity,  and  the  simple 
management  of  the  buildings  w^ould  have  seemed 
a  man's  work,  but  with  all  this  Mr.  Waterman's 
inventive  facilities  seemed  only  to  be  sharpened. 
The  first  press  for  the  production  of  fanCy  brick 
was  followed  by  a  cotton  press,  and  both  were 
put  in  successful  operation ;  then  a  process  by 
which  bones  were  softened  and  pressed  into  but- 
tons, while  the  by-products,  grease,  etc.,  paid  for 
the  whole  operation ;  then  came  a  boiler  for  en- 
gines which  has  been  so  successful  that  the  fiAn 
manufacturing  it  has  had  several  times  to  double 
the  capacity  of  its  shops ;  and  then  there  is  a  piston 
which  alwavs  works  "tight."  The  advantage  of 
these  inventions  and  patents  are  well  known  to 
machinists  and  engineers. 

Biit  time  and  space  fail  in  which  to  enumerate 
all  Mr.  Waterman's  inventions,  or  to  give  a  list 
of  his  patents.  It  seems  as  if  scarcely  a  year  has 
passed  from  the  time  he  entered  the  ship-yard  in 
old  Bath  that  has  not  seen  him  bring  to  perfection 
-some  invention,  either  entirely  new  or  containing 
such  improvements  as  tg  supersede  all  former 
ariicles  of  the  kind. 

So  much  for  the  man  and  his  work,  a  work 
useful  and  for  the  advantage  of  mankind.    But 

a  word  must  be  said  about  what  became  a  sort  of 
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inslitution  in  the  ''village"  and  "city"  of  Will- 
ian'-shiirg.  It  was  not  long  after  the  factories 
were  bnilt  that  it  commenced  to  be  known  that 
"open  house"  was  kept  daily  in  the  offices  at  five 
o'clock,  and  that  Henry  Waterman  could  tell  a 
goofl  story  with  inimitable  humor.  There  never 
was  lifnior  at  these  gathering:?,  but  there,  day 
after  day,  for  nearly  forty  years  came  the  men  of 
the  time,  and  soon  the  fame  of  the  "Lap  and  Slam 
Club"  was  established.  Here  one  met  Nicholas 
and  Peter  Wyckoff.  William,  brother  of  Peter 
Cooper,  Gould  Phelps,  William  Guild,  and  others 
like  them,  men  of  affairs  and  the  leading  men  of 
the  place.  Age  and  death  have  broken  these 
gatherings,  but  the  memory  is  still  fragrant  to 
some  who  as  boys  found  themselves  on  rare  oc- 
casions in  the  precincts  of  the  "Club." 

Mr.  Waterman  is  still  living.  His  wife  died 
in  1880,  and  his  eldest  daughter  Ellen  (Mrs. 
Thomas  B.  Roach)  in  1900.  Near  him  are  his 
three  surviving  children.  Julia  (Mrs.  Ralph  Wat-, 
son  Kenyon),  Henry  M.  Waterman,  and  Miss 
Ada,  There  are  also  living  three  grandchildren. 
tht  Rev.  Ralph  Wood  Kenyon.  D.  D.,  Professor 
of  Christian  ethics  in  Amity  Theological  .School. 
New  York;  Edwin  D.  Kenyon  of  ihe  law  firm  of 
DeGroot  and  Kenyon;  and  Miss  Ada  M.  Roach. 
The  late  William  Waterman,  M.  D„  was  also  a 
gnndchildi 

•  PETER  D.  LEYS,  M.  D. 

Peter  D.  Leys,  M.  D.,  who  was  surgeon  for 
the  Union  on  many  a  bloody  battlefield,  was  bom 
in  Scotland  in  1834.  His  father,  George  Leys, 
was  also  a  native  of  that  country  and  a  prominent 
resident  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn.  Peter  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  land,  being  a 
graduate  of  Robert  Gordon's  College.  On  the 
16th  of  October,  185 1,  he  left  home  and  friends 
to  seek  his  fortune  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  Dur- 
ing the  voyage  the  vessel  in  which  he  to<^  passage 
was  wrecked  and  all  on  board  were  obliged  to  take 
to  the  boats.  After  drifting  about  for  some  time 
they  were  picked  up  by  an  American  vessel  and 
landed  at  New  York  city  on  the  7th  of  December 
following.    Ten  days  after  reaching  that  cit^  he 


obtained  work  witli  a  wholesale  drug  house,  where 
he  remained  for  some  limt,  arid  then  embarked  in 
that  business  in  Brooklyn.  Willie  thus  cnipkjyed 
he  took  lip  the  study  of  medicine  and  attended  the 
Long  Island  Collej;?. 

In  the  year  1802  our  subject  entered  the  United 
States  anny  as  surgeon,  being  identified  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  January,  1865,  he  was 
the  bearer  of  dispatches  to  General  Sherman  at 
Savannah.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  prom- 
inent engagement i.  of  the  rebellion  and  served  his 
adopted  country  faithfully  and  efficiently.  After- 
wards he  remained  in  the  south  in  charge  of 
transportation  of  tlip  sick  from  the  hospitals,  and 
later  was  appointed  medical  inspector  for  Ihe 
south.  At  one  time  he  was  called  to  inspect  a  ves- 
sel that  la\'  off  Paris  Island,  and  found  it  to  be  the 
identical  vessel  by  which  he  had  been  picked  up 
on  the  sea.  For  some  time  Re  was  surgeon  com- 
mander of  transportations,  and  during  that  time 
Iransoorted  over  fourteen  tliousand  men  from 
southern  hospitals.  While  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  he  was  severely  injured  during  a  storm, 
and  brain  fever  resulted. 

AftcP  leaving  the  south  Dr.  Leys  moved  with 
his  fi\niily  to  Chicac^n.  Illinois,  where  ho  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine.  In  1870  he  removed 
to  Brooklvn,  where  he  had  resided  previous  to 
the  war,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  until  1888,  when  he  removed 
to  RosI>ii,  L(Mig  Island,  and  has  since  made  that 
his  home.  In  politics  the  Doctor  has  always  been 
a  prominent  Republican  and  in  1880  was  vice- 
president  of  the  Kings  county  Republican  gen- 
eral omimittee. 

Dr.  i^ys  has  ever  been  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters  and  in  1893  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  school  commissioner.  He  is  an 
eloquent  speaker  and  has  often  delivered  public 
addresses  in  the  interests  of  education.  At  pres- 
ent he  IS  secretary  of  the  local  Republican  com- 
mittee and  is  a  leader  in  political  affairs.  At  one 
time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
but  is  now  a  Congregationalist  and  was  active  in 
the  building  of  the  first  churdi  of  that  denomina- 
tion in  Roslyn.  He  is  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees  and  is  dtacon  in  that  church.    For  book 
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time  he  has  taught  the  bible  class  and  in  some 
cases  has  occupied  the  pulpit  in  the  absence  of  the 
minister.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  Elijah 
Ward  Post  No.  654,  G.  A.  R..  and  for  two  years 
served  as  president  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Queens  county  branch  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Central 
Lodge  No.  361,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Brooklyn. 

On  the  16th  of  March,  1859  Dr.  Leys  was 
married  to  Miss  IVfary  Hoi  ford,  daughter  of  An- 
drew Holford,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  and 
they  have  five  chddren :  Clifford  D.,  a  druggist 
in  Hempstead ;  Alice  H.,  wife  of  E.  M.  France, 
of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana  ;  George  1>.,  a  bookkeeper 
of  New  York  city :  Jessie  E.,  at  home ;  and  Clara 
C.  a  teacher  in  Dr.  Hall's  Academy  at  Roslvn. 
Tlie  Doctor  has  spared  no  pains  to  educate  his 
children  and  may  well  be  proud  of  them. 

CHARLES  W.  SCOTT. 

Captain  Charles  W.  Scott,  master  mariner, 
and  a  resident  of  Port  Washington,  Long  Island, 
was  born  in  England,  September  24,  1858,  son  of 
William  H.  and  ^lary  (Booth)  Scott,  both  na- 
tives of  England.  Enamored  of  seafaring  life, 
Mr.  Scott,  in  his  twelfth  year,  chose  the  life  of  a 
sailor  and  with  scarcely  the  rudiments  of  a 
school  education  went  "before  the  mast.'*  His 
education  was  acquired  by  a  keen  study  of  man 
and  a  practical  life  and  such  knowledge  of  books 
as  he  picked  up  by  independent,  self-suggested 
ai>plication.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two.  in  1880, 
he  entered  the  service  of  the  Pacifk  Mail  Steam- 
ship company,  and  here  steadily  rose,  by  close  ap- 
plication and  attention  to  duties  assigned  him, 
through  every  grade  of  service  to  that  of  chief 
officer.  The  struggle,  though  fraught  with  many 
hardships,  was  followed  with  untiring  persist- 
ency to  final  success. 

To-day  he  is  commander  of  one  of  the  finest 
vachts  afloat.  His  former  commands  have  been 
the  Alma,  Sagamore,  Eleanor,  and  the  Aphrodite, 
and  he  superintemled  the  construction  of  the 
Eleanor  and  Aphrodite.  During  his  command  of 
the  Eleanor  he  made  a  trip  around  the  world. 
Captain  Scott  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
and  when  not  at  sea  spends  his  life  with  his  in- 


teresting family,  and  in  the  ease  and  comfort  of 
his  beautiful  home  on  a  high  bluff  overlooking 
Cow  Bay. 

WILLIAM  CHUBBUCH. 

William  Chubbuch  is  a  well  known  pharma- 
cist of  Rockaway  Beach  and  a  popular  and  pro- 
gressive citizen.  He  was  born  in  New  Orleans, 
September  9,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Fran- 
cis E.  R.  and  Emma  Chubbuch,  both  of  whom 
have  now  passed  away.  His  youth  was  spent  in 
the  Empire  state,  and  his  education  was  acquired 
in  the  public  schools  of  Elmira,  New  York.  He 
afterward  ])ursued  the  study  of  pharmacy  in  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  in  1892 
embarked  in  the  drug  business  in  Rockaway 
Beach  in  connection  with  William  Weis,  this  part- 
nership being  maintained  until  1895.  They  con- 
ducted a  well  appointed  store  at  the  corner  of 
Twenty-seventh  street  and  Fourth  avenue,  New 
York,  but  in  the  year  mentioned  their  business 
connection  was  discontinued,  and  since  that  time 
Mr.  Chubbuch  has  carried  on  operations  alone. 
He  has  a  fine  store  at  Rockaway  Beach  and 
branch  stores  at  Lakeside  and  Aveme,  Long  Isl- 
and. In  the  first  named  town  his  establishment  is 
the  most  attractive  and  best  located  there.  His 
stock  comprises  a  full  line  of  articles  usually 
found  in  a  drug  store,  including  the  leading  pro- 
prietary preparations,  and  the  store  has  a  particu- 
larly enviable  reputation  as  a  prescription  phar- 
macy, its  proprietor  having  the  complete  con- 
fidence of  physicians  and  the  public. 

Mr.  Chubbuch  was  married  at  Poughkeepsie. 
New  York,  September  18,  1895,  to  Miss  Lillian 
\ .  Bodden,  a  daughter  of  John  Bodden,  of  Pough- 
keepsie, but  her  death  occurred  October  25,  1900. 
Mr.  Chubbuch  holds  membership  in  Kings  county 
Lodge  No.  511,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Rockaway  Beach  volunteer  fire  department, 
the  Atlanta  Athletic  Association,  the  Jamaica 
Bav  Yacht  Club  and  the  Rockaway  Beach  branch 
of  the  Schuetzen  Corps.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Protestant  P.piscopal  church.  Personally  he  is 
well  known  and  appreciated  as  a  gentleman  of 
liberal  business  ideas  and  as  an  honorable  and 
upright  citizen. 
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JAMES  -BUGHANAN  PE ARSALL. 

^  Among  the  most  promment  families  of  ttie 

state  of  New  York,  begimung  with  the  colonial 
days,  is  that  of  PearssU,  of  which  General  James 
B.  Peanall,'a  well  and  favorably  known  resident 
of  Long  Island,  is  a' representative.  Its  mem- 
bers have  been  actively  concerned  in  the  ma- 
terial progress  and  political  affairs  of  New  York 
.city  and  Long'  Island  in  all  these  yeai^,  and 
have  borne  a  useful  part  in  business,  in  the  up- 
building of  communities  and  in  public  life. 

The  Pearsalls  are  of  English  origin,  and  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America  was  Thomas 
Pearsall,  of  Staffordshire,  and  from  him  came 
in  hheal  descent  nine  who  bore  his  n^ame,  Thomas 
Pearsall,  ending  with  a  tenth  Thomas,  a  de- 
ceased son  of  General  Pearsall,  .  About  1646 
Thomas  Pearsall  purchased  land  where  the 
lown  of  Rcslyn  now  stands,  taking  his  title 
directly  from  the  Indian  owners.     The  great- 

■  grandfather,  grandfather  and  .father  of  General 
Pearsall,  all  of  whom  bore  the  name  of  Thomas, 
was  barn  in  the  same-bouse^  in  New  York  city, 
at  No.  43  Wall  Street.  Here  was  the  family 
home  for  fifty-seven  years,  and  until  1805. 
when  removal  was  made  to  Broadway,  below 
Trinity  Church.  Mr.  Buchanan,  a  grandfather 
of  Genera!  Pearsall,  also  resided  on  Wall  street, 
on  the  present  site  of  the  custom  house. 

Thomas  ComellPearsall,  grandfather  of  Gen- 
eral Pearsall,  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  wealth 
and  leisure.  In  his  youth  he  was  sent  by  his 
father  to  England  to  be  educated,  the  first  lad 
from  New  York  to  enjoy  such  fortune  after  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Shortly  after  his  return 
home,  at  the  request  of  his  father,  he  visited 
Kurope,  where  he  passed  seven  years  in  travel 
and  observation.  During  this  period  he  wit- 
nessed tilt  execution  of  Louis  XIV,  King  of 
France,  in  Paris,  and  also  two  revolutionary 
battles.  He  married  Frances  Buchanan,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Buchanan,  a  leading  banker  and 
^lii]i  owner  of  New  Ynrk  city,  in  1709.  Mr, 
i^uehanan  w;ts  of  Scotch  line^ige.  and  one  f)f  his 


Thomas  Pearsall,  son  *  of  Tliomas  C.  and 
Prances  (Buchan^)  I%arsaU,  was  bom  in  tdoo 
in  the  paternal  residerfce,  Wall  street.  New 
Yorkr.  Jn  inanbood  he  resided  on  his  estate  at 
Roslyti',  where  he  maintained  extensive,  stables, 
and  a  lai^e  number  of  thoroughbred  horses.  He  ' 
married  Lavinia  Coles;  a  daughter  of  MajOr 
General  Nathaniel  Coles,  of  Dosoris,  who  br*d 
American  "  Eclipse "  and  other  noted  horses. 
Mn  Pearsall'died  iii-1843,  ^^^  was  buried  in  the 
old  Presbyterian  Church,  Wall  street.  New' 
York.  -His  widow  survived  bim  many  years, 
and  died  in- 1896,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
two  years.  Four  children  were  bom  to  them, 
of  whom  three  are  now  livii^ — Nathaniel  C<deSi 
now  aged  seventy-nine  years,  James  B.,  who  is 
ftu^er  referred  to  below,  and  Frances,  the  lat- 
ter named  the  widow  of  Franklin  Coles^  of 
Dosoris. 

James  B.  Pearsall  was  bom  at  Roslyn,  Long 
Island,  March  14,  1837.  He  was  educated  in 
private  schools  in  NeW  York  city  and  Massa- 
chusetts. He  began  his  business  career  at  an 
early  age  as  a  clerk  in  Wall  street,  New  York. 
He  afterwards  spent' seven  years  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  in  1850  returned  to  Long 
Island  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Glen  Cove. 
Taking  an  active  interest  in  politics,  he  soon 
became  a  leader  in  Democratic  circles.  Strongly 
opposed  to  misrule  in  municipal  affairs  and  to 
dishonesty  and  intrigue  in  political  action,  he 
was  a  determined  advocate  of  honest  politics 
and  good  government.  He  served  on  various 
committees  of  his  party  for  twenty  years,  and 
in  1868,  1870  and  1871  he  was  a  member  of  the 
State  legislature.  Declining  a  re-election,  on  his 
retirement  he  was  made  the  recipient  of  a 
splendid  testimonial  to  his  integrity  and  useful- 
ness^a  very  beautiful  silver  service  of  plate, 
presented  by  four  hundred  of  his  fellow  citizens. 
Republicans  as  well  as  Democrats,  headed  by 
the  veteran  editor  and  poet.  William  Cullen 
Bryant.  In  his  conduct  as  a  l^islator  he  gave 
to  each  question  as  it  arose  his  earnest  consid- 
eration, with  no  purpose  save  the  interests  of 
the  commonwealth,  and,  when  once  convinced, 
could   not   be   swerved   from  his   position.      He 
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enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  constituents  in  a 
high  degree,  but  steadfastly  declined  the  fur- 
ther political  preferment  which  was  before  him. 
Yet  he  w^as  always  an  active  politician,  using 
the  word  in  its  best  sense,  and  his  action  was 
ever  based  upon  a  sincere  belief  in  the  principles 
of  Democracy.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a 
War  Democrat.  For  thirty  years  he  was  a 
close  friend  and  confident  of  Samuel  J.  Tilden, 
for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest  regard  and 
admiration.  General  Pearsall  represented  Mr. 
Tilden  when  that  distinguished  statesman  was  a 
candidate  for  governor  and  again  for  president, 
in  the  First  Congressional  District,  and  aided 
him  in  the  overthrow  of  Tammany  Hall  and  the 
Canal  Ring.  General  Pearsall  was  for  many 
years  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Cen- 
tral Committee.  He  also  served  as  senior  aide- 
de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  on  the  staff 
of  Governor  Tilden,  and  was  engincer-in-chief, 
with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  on  the  staff 
of  Governor  Lucius  Robinson,  in  1876. 

About  sixteen  years  ago  General  Pearsall 
began  to  develop  the  north  side  of  Long  Lsland, 
and  during  this  period  he  has  rendered  efficient 
service  in  promoting  the  improvement  and  up- 
building of  that  region.  He  succeeded  in  inter- 
esting many  of  the  wealthy  men  of  New  York, 
who,  recognizing  the  advantages  of  the  locality 
for  summer  residential  purposes,  have  estab- 
lished beautiful  country  homes  along  the  northern 
coast.  Broadly  public-spirited,  no  enterprise  or 
movement  promising  of  benefit  has  failed  to  re- 
ceive his  support,  and  to  many  he  has  afforded 
liberal  financial  aid.     For  fifty-three  years  con- 


tinuously and  to  the  present  time  he  has  been 
a  vestryman  in  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  has  also  been  for  many  years  the  senior 
warden.  On  the  anniversary  of  his  half-century 
of  service,  the  parish  presented  to  him  a  beauti- 
ful loving-cup  as  a  token  of  appreciation  and 
affection.  He  has  long  been  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  his  life  exemplifies  its 
beneficent  principles. 

In  1850,  General  Pearsall  married  Ellen  a 
Frost,  a  daughter  of  Jarvis  Frost,  a  retired  New 
York  merchant  and  a  representative  of  an  old 
Long  Lsland  family.  Three  children  were  born 
to  them,  all  of  whom  are  deceavSed. 

The  home  of  General  and  Mrs.  Pearsall  is 
most  beautiful  and  attractive,  and  contains 
much  rare  and  valuable  old  furniture,  interesting 
relics  and  beautiful  paintings,  ancient  and  mod- 
ern. Among  the  adornments  are  mantels  which 
were  brought  from  England  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago  and  placed  in  one  of  the  famous 
old  family  mansions  on  Whitehall  street.  One 
of  the  chairs  was  once  the  property  of  John 
Hancock.  Now  in  his  seventy-seventh  year, 
General  Pearsall  is  blessed  with  a  splendid 
physique,  buoyant  spirits  and  unimpaired  mental 
powers.  Treasuring  in  his  memory  the  scenes 
of  far  more  than  a  half  century,  during  the  moi-t 
phenomenal  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  state 
and  nation,  and  in  which  he  has  been  an  active 
and  useful  participant,  he  also  maintains  close 
touch  with  the  men  and  events  of  the  present, 
and  is  at  once  an  old-school  gentleman  and  a 
veritable  man  of  the  twentieth  centurv. 
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